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CONTAINING 









> Full Page Portraits and Biographical Sketches of Prominent =! 
and Representative Citizens of the County, 


i 
TOGETHER WITH 


© PORTRAITS AND BIOGRAPHIES OF ALL THE GOVERNORS OF IOWA, AND 
: | OF THE PRESIDENTS OF THE UNITED STATES. 















hy Also Containing a History of the County from its Earliest Settlement Ba 
: Lae 
: Up to the Present Time. nl 
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i 1886, 
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‘2 A, 5 
7% a3 Pay; E HAVE completed our labors in writing and compiling the PortTRAIT anp Bio- 


= 


KX SOS — 
3S 


>. 


: i GRAPHICAL A.BuM of this county, and wish, in presenting it to our patrons, to speak |! 
YP \EME\ ton. briefly of the importance of local works of this nature. It is certainly the duty [i (ut 
He’ | of the present to commemorate the past, to perpetuatethe names of the pioneers, {j= 
mye © to furnish a record of their early settlement, and to relate the story of their progress. 
, The civilization of our day, the enlightenment of the age, and this solemn duty which 
men of the present. time owe to their ancestors, to themselves and to their posterity. 
demand that a record of their lives and deeds should be made. In local history is found a power 
to instruct man by precedent, to enliven the mental faculties, and to waft down the river of time a safe 
vessel in which the names and actions of the people who contributed to raise this region from its 
primitive state may be preserved. Surely and rapidly the noble men, who in their vigor, and prime 
came early to the county and claimed the virgin soil as their heritage, are passing to their 
graves. The number remaining who can relate the history of the first days of settlement is 
becoming small indeed, so that an actual necessity exists for the collection and preservation of his- 
torical matter without delay, before the settlers of the wilderness are cut down by time. Not only 
is it of the greatest importance to render history of pioneer times full and accurate, but it is also essen- 
tial that the history of the county, from its settlement to the present day, should be treated through its various 
phases, so that a record, complete and impartial, may be handed down to the future. The present the age 
of progress, is reviewed, standing out in bold relief over the quiet, unostentatious olden times; it is abrilliant 
record, which is destined to live in the future; the good works of men, their magnificent enterprisés, their 
lives, whether commercial or military, do not sink into oblivion, but, on the contrary, grow brighter with age, | 
and contribute to build up a record which carries with it precedents and principles that will | e advanced and | 
observed when the acts of soulless men will be forgotten and their very names hidden in obscurity, 
In the preparation of the personal sketches contained in this volume, unusual care and pains were 
taken to have them accurate, even in the smallest detail. Indeed, nothing was passed lightly over or treated 
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Cuicaco, November, 1886. 


j indifferently ; and we flatter ourselves that it is one of the most accurate works of its nature ever published. 

ti : As one of the most interesting features of this work, we present the portraits of numerous represent- 

i$ ative citizens. It has been our aim to have the prominent men of to-day, as well as the pioneers, represented 

HF in this department; and we congratulate ourselves on the uniformly high character of the gentlemen whose 

te portraits we present. They are in the strictest sense representative men, and are selected from «all the call- 

De ings and professions worthy to be given. There are others, it is true, who claim equal prominence with 

tea those given; but of course it was impossible for us to give portraits of all the leading men and pioneers ei 
; uF of the county. Weare under great obligation to many of the noble and generous people of this county ji); 

a: for kindly and material assistance in the preparation of this ALBUM. | 
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| Me: CHAPMAN BROTHERS. 
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Feb. 22, 1732, His parents 
were Augustine and Mary 
(Ball) Washington, The family 
to which he belonged has not 
been satisfactorily traced in 
England. His great-grand- 
father, John Washington, em- 
igrated to Virginia about 1657, 
and became a _ prosperous 
planter. He had two sons, 
Lawrence and John. The 
former married Mildred Warner 
and had three children, John, 
Augustine and Mildred. Augus- 
tine, the father of George, first 
married Jane Butler, who bore 
him four children, two of whom, 
Lawrence and Augustine, reached 
maturity. Of six children by his 
second marriage, George was the 
eldest, the others being Betty, 
Samuel, John Augustine, Charles 
and Mildred. 

Augustine Washington, the father of George, died 
in 1743, leaving a large landed property. To his 
eldest son, Lawrence, he bequeathed an estate on 
the Patomac, afterwards known as Mount Vernon, 
and to George he left the parental residence, George 
; received only such education as the neighborhood 
; Schools afforded, save for a short time after he left 
3 School, when he received private instruction in 
3,,mathematics. His spelling was rather defective. 


FE Father of our Country was 
born in Westmorland Co., Va., 
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Remarkable stories are told of his great physical 
strength and development at an early age. He was 
an acknowledged leader among his companiong, and 
was early noted for that nobleness of character, fair- 
ness and veracity which characterized his Whole life. 

When George was 14 years old hehad a desire to goto 
sea, and a midshipman’s warrant was secured for him, 
but through the opposition of his mother the idea was 
abandoned. Two ycars later he was appointed 
surveyor to the immense estate of Lord Fairfax. 1): 
this business he spent three years in a rough frontier 
life, gaining experience which afterwards proved very 


essential to him. 


In 1751, though only 19 years of 


age, he was appointed adjutant with the rank of 
major in the Virginia militia, then being trained for 


active service against the French and Indians. Soon 
after this he sailed to the West Indies with his brother 
Lawrence, who went there to restore his health They © 
soon returned, and in the summer of 1752 Lawrence 
died, leaving a large fortune to an infant daughter 
who did not long survive him. On her demise the 
estate of Mount Vernon was given to George, 

Upon the arrival of Robert Dinwiddie, as Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of Virginia, in 1752, the militia was 
reorganized, and the province divided into four mili- 
tary districts, of which the northern was assigned to 
Washington as adjutant general. Shortly after this 
a very perilous mission was assigned him and ac- 
cepted, which others had refused. This was to pro- 
ceed to the French post near Lake Etie in North- 
western Pennsylvania. The distance to be traversed 
was between 500 and 600 miles. Winter was at hand, 
and the journey was to be made without military 
escort, through a territory occupied by Indians. The 
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trip was a perilous one, and several times he came near | commission as commander-in-chief of the army to 
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losing his life, yet he returned in safety and furnished 
a full and useful report of his expedition. A regiment 
of 300 men was raised in Virginia and put in com- 
mand of Col. Joshua Fry, and Major Washington was 
commissioned lieutenant-colonel. Active war was 
then begun against the French and Indians, in which 
Washington took a most important part. In the 
memorable event of July 9, 1755, known as Brad- 
dock’s defeat, Washington was almost the only officer 
of distinction who escaped from the calamities of the 
day with life and honor. The other aids of Braddock 
were disabled early in the action, and Washington 
alone was left in that capacity on the field. Ina letter 
to his brother he says: “I had four bullets through 
my coat, and two horses shot under me, yet l escaped 
unhurt, though death was levelino my companions 
on every side.” An Indian sharpshooter said he was 
not born to be killed by a bullet, for he had taken 
owe aim at him seventeen times, and failed to hit 
him, 

After having been five years in the military service, 
and vainly sought promotion in the royal army, he 
took advantage of the fall of Fort Duquesne and the 
expulsion of the French from the valley of the Ohio, 
to resign his commission. Soon after he entered the 
i wourage nt although not a leader, he took an 
active and important part. January 17, 1 he 

==) married Mrs. Martha (pandridge) Custis Mie adie 
widow of John Parke Custis, 

When the British Parliament had closed the port 
of Boston, the cry went up throughout the provinces 
that “The cause of Boston is the cause of us all.” 
It was then, at the suggestion of Virginia, that a Con 
gress of all the colonies was called to meet at Phila- 
del phia,Sept. 5, 1774, to secure their common liberties 
| peaceably if possible. To this Congress Col, Wash- 
i) tgton was sent as a delegate. On May to, 1775, the 
—) Congress re-assembled, when the hostile intentions of 

England were plainly apparent. The battles of Con- 
cord and Lexington had been fought. Among the 
first acts of this Congress was the election of a com- 
‘mander-in-chief of the colonial forces, This high and 
responsible office was conferred upon Washin gton 
who was still a member of the Congress. He accepted 
j ion June 19, but upon the express condition that he 
25) receive no salary. He would keep an exact account 

s(\|of expenses and expect Congress to pay them and 

D nothing more. It is not the object of this sketch to 
me); trace the military acts of Washington, to whom the 
AS fortunes and liberties of the people of this countr 

), were so long confided. The war was conducted by 
=s4)_ lim under every’ possible disadvantage, and while his 

c: | forces often met with reverses, yet he overcame every 

obstacle, and after seven years of heroic devotion 
i, and matchless skill he gained liberty for the greatest 
nation of earth. On Dec. 23, 1783, Washington, in 
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to the Continental Congress sitting at Annapolis. He 
retired immediately to Mount Vernon and resumed 
his occupation as a farmer and planter, shunning all 
connection with public life. 

In February,1789, Washington was unanimously 
elected President. In his presidential career he was 
subject to the peculiar trials incidental to a new 
government; trials from lack of confidence on the part 
of other governments; trials from want of harmony 
between the different sections of our own country; 
trials from the impoverished condition of the country, 
owing to the war and want of credit; trials from the 
beginnings of party strife. He was no partisan. His 
clear judgment could discern the golden mean; and 
while perhaps this alone kept our government from 
sinking at the very outset, it left him exposed to 
attacks from both sides, which were often bitter and 
very annoying. | 

At the expiration of his first term he was unani- 
mously re-elected. At the end of this term many 
were anxious that he be re-elected, but he absolutely 
refused a third nomination. On the fourth of March, 
1797, at the expiraton of his second term as Presi- 
dent, he returned to his home, hoping to pass there 
his few remaining years free from thé annoyances of 
public life. Later in the year, however, his repose 
seemed likely to be interrupted by war with France. 
At the prospect of such a war he was again urged to 
take command of the armies. He chose his sub- 
ordinate officers and left to them the charge of mat- 
ters in the field, which he superintended from his 
home, In accepting the command he made the 
reservation that he was not to be in the field until 
it was necessary. In the midst of these preparations 
his life was suddenly cut off. December r2, he took 
a severe cold from a ride in the rain, which, settling § 
in his throat, produced inflammation, and terminated § 
fatally on the night of the fourteenth. On the eigh- ; 
teenth his body was borne with military honors to its 
final resting place, and interred in the family vault at § 
Mount Vernon. 


Of the character of Washington it is impossible to § 
speak but in terms of the highest respect and ad- | 
miration. The more we see of the operations of 
our government, and the more deeply we feel the 
difficulty of uniting all opinions in a common interest, § 
the more highly we must estimate the force of his tal- § 
ent and character, which have been able to challenge & 
the reverence of all parties, and principles, and na- § 
tions, and to win a fame as extended as the limits § 
of the globe, and which we cannot but believe will : 
be as lasting as the existence of man. 

The person of Washington was unusally tall, erect ; 
and well proportioned. His muscular strength was 
great. His features were of a beautiful symmetry. § 
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He commanded respect without any appearance of § 
haughtiness, and ever serious without being dull. ; 
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A parting address of surpassing beauty, resigned his 
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OHN ADAMS, the second 
President and the first Vice- 
) President of the United States, 
was born in Braintree (now 
Quincy ),Mass., and about ten 
miles from Boston, Oct. 19, 
1735. His great-grandfather, Henry 
Adams, emigrated from England 
about 1640, with a family of eight 
sons, and settled at Braintree. The 
parents of John were John and 
Susannah (Boylston) Adams. His 
father was a farmer of limited 
means, to which he added the bus- 
iness of shoemaking. He gave his 
u eldest son, John, a classical educa- 

tion at Harvard College. John 
graduated in 1755, and at once took charge of the 
school in Worcester, Mass. This he found but a 
“school of affliction,” from which he endeavored to 


; gain relief by devoting himself, in addition, to the 
‘i study of law. 


For this purpose he placed himself 
under the tuition of the only lawyer in the town. He 
had thought seriously of the clerical profession 
but seems to have been turned from this by what*he 
termed “the frightful engines of ecclesiastical coun- 
cils, of diabolical malice, and Calvanistic good nature,” 
of the operations of which he had been 4 witness in 
his native town. He was well fitted for the legal 
profession, possessing a clear, sonorous voice, being 
ready and fluent of speech, and having quick percep- 
tive powers. He gradually gained practice, and in 
1764 married Abigail Smith, a daughter of a minister, 


; and a lady of superior intelligence. Shortly after his 
: marriage, (1765), the attempt of Parliamentary taxa- 
| tion turned him from law to politics. He took initia] 


Steps toward holding a town meeting, and the resoly- 
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_ Without one dissenting colony, ‘that these United 






tions he offered on the subject became very popular 
throughout the Province, and were adopted word for 
word by over forty different towns. He moved to Bos- 
ton in 1768, and became one of the most courageous 
and prominent advocatesof the popular cause, and 
Was chosen a inember of the General Court (the Leg- 
lislature) in 1770. 

Mr. Adams was chosen one of the first delegates 
fron Massachusetts to the first Continental Congress, 
Which met in 1774. Here he distinguished himself 
by his capacity for business and for debate, and ad- 
vocated the movement for independence against the 
majority of the members. In May, 1776, he moved 
and carried a resolution in Congress that the Colonies 
should assume the duties of self-government. He 
was a prominent member of the committee of five 
appointed June rx, to prepare a declaration of inde- 
pendence. This article was drawn by Jefferson, but 
on Adams devolved the task of battling it through 
Congress in a three days .debate. | 

On the day after the Declaration of Independence 
was passed, while his soul was yet warm with the 
glow of excited feeling, he wrote a letter to his wife, | 
which, as we read it now, seems to have been dictated 
by the spirit of prophecy. “Yesterday,” he says, “the 
sreatest question was decided that ever was debated 
In America: and greater, perhaps, never was or will 
be decided among men. A resolution was passed 


States are, and of right ought to be, free and inde- 
pendent states.’ The day is passed. The fourth of 
July, 1776, will be a memorable epoch in the history 
of America. I am apt to believe it will be celebrated 
by succeeding generations, as the great anniversary 
festival. It ought to be commemorated as the day of 
deliverance by solemn acts of devotion to Almighty 
God. It ought to be solemnized with pomp, shows, 
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JOHN ADAMS. 





games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and illuminations 
from one end of the,continent to the other, from this 
time forward for ever. You will think me transported 
with enthusiasm, but Iam not. I am well aware of 
the toil, and blood and treasure, that it will cost to 
maintain this declaration, and support and defend 
these States; yet, through all the gloom, I can see the 
rays of light and glory. I can see that the end is 
worth more than all the means; and that posterity 
will triumph, although you and I may rue, which I 
hope we shall not.” 

In November, 1777, Mr. Adams was appointed a 
delegate to France and to co-operate with Bemjamin 
Franklin and Arthur Lee, who were then in Paris. in 
the endeavor to obtain assistance in arms and money 
from the French Government. This was a severe trial 
to his patriotism, as it separated him from his home, 
compelled him to cross the ocean in winter, and ex- 
posed him to great peril of capture by the British cruis- 
ers, who were seeking him. He left France June 17, 
1779. In September of the same year he was again 
chosen to go to Paris, and there hold himself in readi- 
ness to negotiate a treaty of peace and of commerce 
with Great Britian, as soon as the British Cabinet 
might be found willing to listen to such proposels. He 
sailed for France in November, from there he went to 
Holland, where he negotiated important loans and 
formed important commercial treaties 

Finally a treaty of peace with England was signed 
Jan. 21, 1783. The re-action from the excitement 
toil and anxiety through which Mr, Adams had passed 
threw him into a fever. After suffering from a con- 
tinued fever and becoming feeble and emaciated he 
was advised to go to England to drink the waters of 
Bath. While in England, still drooping and des pond- 
: Ing, he received dispatches from his own government 

urging the necessity of his going to Amsterdam to 
negotiate another loan. It was winter, his health was 
delicate, yet he immediately set out, and through 
Storm, on sea, on horseback and foot,he made the trip. 

February 24, 17 8x, Congress appointe 7 
envoy to the Court of St. Face is eae 
to face the King of England, who had ¢0 long te. 
garded him as a traitor. As England did not 
condescend to appoint a minister to the United 
States, and as Mr. Adams felt that he was accom. 
H plishing but little, he sought permission to return to 
x his own country, where he arrived in June, 1788. 
| it When Washington was first chosen President, John 
Pa | Adams, rendered illustiious by his signal services at 
Again 
at the second election of Washington as President, 
Adams was chosén Vice President. In 1796, Wash- 
ington retired from public life, and Mr. Adams was 
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f) Serving in this office four years,he was succeeded b 
sy . * *,? y 
=, Mr. Jefferson, his opponent in politics. 

While Mr. Adams was Vice President the great 
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/) elected President,though not without much opposition. — 










French Revolution shook the continent of Europe, 
and it was upon this point which he was at issue with 
the majority of his countrymen led by Mr. Jefferson. 
Mr. Adams felt no sympathy with the French people 
in their struggle, for he had no confidence in their 
power of self-government, and he utterly abhored the 
classofatheist philosophers who he claimed caused it. 
On the other hand Jefferson's sympathies were strongly 
enlisted in behalf of the French people. Hence or- 
iginated the alienation between these distinguished 
men, and two powerful parties were thus soon organ- 
ized, Adams at the head of the one whose sympathies 
were with England and Jefferson led the other in 
sympathy with France, 


The world has seldom seen a spectacle of more 
moral beauty and grandeur, than was presented by the 
old age of Mr. Adams. The violence of party feeling 
had died away, and he had begun to receive that just 
appreciation which, to most men, is not accorded till 
after death. Noone could look upon his venerable 
form, and think of what he had done and suffered, 


and how he had given up all the prime and strength § 


of his life to the public good, without the deepest 
emotion of gratitude and respect. It was his peculiar 
good fortune to witness the complete success of the 
institution which he had been so active in creating and 
supporting. In 1824, his cup of happiness was filled 
to the brim, by seeing his son elevated to the highest 
station in the gift of the people. 

The fourth of July, 1826, which completed the half 
century since the signing of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, arrived, and there were but three of the 
signers of that immortal instrument left upon the 
earth to hail its morning light. And, as it is 
well known, on that day two of these finished their 
earthly pilgrimage, a coincidence so remarkable as 
to seem miraculous. For a few days before Mr. 
Adams had been rapidly failing, and on the morning 
of the fourth he found himself too weak to rise from 
his bed. On being requested to name a toast for the 
customary celebration of the day, he exclaimed “ In- 


DEPENDENCE FOREVER,” When the day was ushered § 
in, by the ringing of bells and the firing of cannons, 


he was asked by one of his attendants if he knew 
what day it was? He replied, “O yes; it is the glor- 
ious fourth of Jaly—God bless it—God bless you all.” 
In the course of the day he said, “It is a great and 
glorious day.” The last words he uttered were, 
“Jefferson survives.” But he had, at one o'clock, re- 
signed his spirit into the hands of his God. 

The personal appearance and manners of Mr. 
Adams were not particularly prepossessing. His face, 


as his portrait manifests,was intellectual ard expres: | 


sive, but his figure was low and ungraceful, and his 
Manners were frequently abrupt and uncourteous. 
He had neither the lofty dignity of Washington, nor 
the engaging elegance and gracefulness which marked 
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HOMAS JEFFERSON was 
burn April 2, 1743, at Shad- 
well, Albermarle county, Va. 


His parents were Peter and 
Jane ( Randolph) Jefferson, 


the former a native of Wales, 
and the latter born in Lon- 
don. ‘To them were born six 
daughters and two sons, of 
whom Thomas was the elder. 
When 14 years of age his 
father died. He received a 
inost liberal education, hav- 
ing been kept diligently at school 
from the time he was five years of 
age. In 1760 he entered William 
and Mary College. Williamsburg was then the seat 
of the Colonial Court, and it was the obode of fashion 
and splendor. Young Jefferson, who was then 17 
years old, lived somewhat expensively, keeping fine 
horses, and much caressed by gay society, yet he 
was earnestly devoted to his studies, and irreproacha- 
able in his morals. - It is strange, however, under 
such influences,that he was not ruined. Inthe sec- 
ond year of his college course, moved by some un- 
explained inward impulse, he discarded his horses, 
society, and even his favorite violin, to which he had 
previously given much time. He often devoted fifteen 
hours a day to hard study, allowing himself for ex- 
ercise only a run in the evening twilight of a mile out 


; of the city and back again. He thus attained very 


high intellectual culture, alike excellence in philoso- 


: phy and the languages. The most difficult Latin and 


Greek authors he read with facility. A more finished 
Scholar has seldom gone forth from college halls; and 
ina 
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there was not to be found, perhaps, in all Virginia, a 


, more pureminded, upright, gentlemanly young man. 


Immediately upon leaving college he began the 
study of law. For the short time he continued in the 
practice of his profession he rose rapidly and distin- 
guished himself by his energy and accuteness as a 
lawyer. But the times called for greater action, 
The policy of England had awakened the spirit of 
resistance of the American Colonies, and the enlarged 
views which Jefferson had ever entertained, soon led 
him into active political life. In 1769 he was chosen 
amember of the Virginia House of Burgesses. In 
1772 he married Mrs. Martha Skelton, a very beauti- 
ful, wealthy and highly accomplished young widow. 

Upon Mr. Jefferson’s large estate at Shadwell, there 
was a majestic swell of land, called Monticello, which 
commanded a prospect of wonderful extent and 
beauty. This spot Mr, Jefferson selected for his new 
home; and here he reared a mansion of modest yet 


elegant architecture, which, next to Mount Vernon, — 


became the most distinguished resort in our land. 
In 1775 he was sent to the Colonial Congress, 
where, though a silent member, his abilities as a 
writer and a reasoner soon become known, and he 
was placed upon a number of important committees, 
and was chairman of the one appointed for the draw- 
ing up of a declaration of independence. This com- 
mittee consisted of Thoinas Jefferson, John Adams, 
Benjamin Franklin, Roger Sherman and Robert R. 
Livingston. Jefferson, as chairman, was appointed 
to draw up the paper. Franklin and Adams suggested 
a few verbal changes before it was submitted to Con- 
gress. On June 28, a few slight changes were made 
in it by Congress, and it was passed and signed July 
4,1776. What must have been the feelings of that 















man—what the emotions that swelled his breast— 
who was charged With the preparation of that Dec- 
laration, which, while it made known the wrongs of 
America, was also to publish her to the world, free, 
soverign and independent. It is one of the most re- 
markable papers ever written; and did noother effort 
of the mind of its author exist, that alone would be 
sufficient to stamp his name with immortality. 

In 1779 Mr. Jefferson was elected successor to 
Patrick Henry, as Governor of Virginia, At one time 
the British officer, Tarleton, sent a secret expedition to 
Monticello, to capture the Governor. Scarcely five 
minutes elapsed after the hurried escape of Mr. Jef- 
ferson and his family, ere his mansion was in posses- 
sion of the British troops. His wife’s health, never 
very good, was much injured by this excitement, and 
in the summer of 1782 she died, : 

Mr. Jefferson was elected to Congress in 1783. 
Two years later he was appointed Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary to France. Returning to the United States 
in September, 1780, he became Secretary of State 
in Washington's cabinet, This position he resigned 
Jan. 5, 1794. In 14797,he was chosen Vice Presi- 
dent, and four years later was elected President over 
Mr. Adams, with Aaron Burr as Vice President. In 
1804 he was re-elected with wonderful unanimity 
and George Clinton, Vice President, 

_ The early part of Mr. Jefferson’s second adminstra- 
tion was disturbed by an event which threatened the 
tranquility and peace of the Union; this was the con- 
spiracy of Aaron Burr. Defeated in the late election 
to the Vice Presidency, and led on by an unprincipled 
ambition, this extraordinary man formed the plan of a 
military expedition into the Spanish territories on our 
southwestern frontier, for the purpose of forming there 
anew republic. This has been generally supposed 
was a mere pretext; and although it has not been 
generally known what his real plans were, there is no 
doubt that they were of a far more dangerous 
character. 


In 1809, at the expiration of the second term f 
: which Mr. Jefferson had been elected, he Aetemnined 
{| to retire from political life. For a period of nearly 
| i! forty years, he had been continually before the pub- 


queen lic, and all that time had been employed In offices of 
i the greatest trust and responsibility, Having thus de- 
ny 


voted the best part of his life to the service of his 
wees country, he now felt desirous of that rest which his 
i) declining years required, and upon the organization of 
| the new administration, in March, 1809, he bid fare- 
pfsiart well forever to public life, and retired to Monticello. 
a : Mr. Jefferson was profuse in his hospitality. Whole 
); families came in their coaches with their horses,— 
Srataraay fathers and mothers, boys and girls, babies and 
1, ih nurses,—and remained three and even six months. 
: Ai! Life at Monticello, for years, resembled that at a 


; 


mee fashionable watering-place. 
nf | _ The fourth of July, 1826, being the fiftieth anniver- 
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sary of the Declaration of American Independence, 
great preparations were made in every part of the 
Union for its celebration, as the nation’s jubilee, and 
the citizens of Washington, to add to the solemnity 
of the occasion, invited Mr, Jefferson, as the framer, 
and one of the few surviving signers of the Declara- 
tion, to participate in their festivities. But an ill- 
ness, which had been of several weeks duration, and 
had been continually increasing, compelled him to 
decline the invitation. 


On the second of July, the disease under which 
he was laboring left him, but insuch a_ reduced 
state that his medical attendants, entertained no 
hope of his recovery. From this time he was perfectly 
sensible that his last hour was at hand. On the next 
day, which was Monday, he asked of those around 
him, the day of the month, and on being told it was 
the third of July, he expressed the earnest wish that 


_ he might be permitted to breathe the airof the fiftieth 


anniversary. His prayer was heard—that day, whose 
dawn was hailed with such rapture through our land, 
burst upon his eyes, and then they were closed for- 
ever, And what a noble consummation of a noble 
life! To die on that day,—the birthday of a nation, - 
the day which his own name and his own act had 
rendered glorious; to die amidst the rejoicings and 
festivities of a whole nation, who looked up to him, 
as the author, under God, of their greatest blessings, 
was all that was wanting to fill up the record his life. 


Almost at the same hour of his death, the kin- 
dred spirit of the venerable Adams, as if to bear 
him company, left the scene of his earthly honors. 
Hand in hand they had stood forth, the champions of 
freedom; hand in hand, during the dark and desper- 
ate struggle of the Revolution, they had cheered and 
animated their desponding countrymen; for half a 
century they had labored together for the good of 
the country; and now hand in hand they depart. 
In their lives they had been united in the same great 
cause of liberty, and in their deaths they were not 
divided. 


In person Mr, Jefferson was tall and thin, rather 


above six feet in height, but well formed; his eyes § 


were light, his hair originally red, in after life became 
white and silvery; his complexion was fair, his fore - 
head broad, and his whole countenance intelligent and 
thoughtful. He possessed great fortitude of mind as 
well as personal courage; and his command of tem- 
per was such that his oldest and most intimate friends 


never recollected to have seen him in a passion, = 
His manners, though dignified, were simple and un- ; 
affected, and his hospitality was so unbounded that § 
all found at his house a ready welcome. In conver- 5 
sation he was fluent, eloquent and enthusiastic; and 
his language was remarkably pure and correct. He 
was a finished classical scholar, and in his writings !s : 


discernable the care with which he formed his style 
upon the best models of antiquity. 
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THOMAS JEFFERSON. 
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AMES MADISON, “Father 

of the Constitution,” and fourth 
” President of the United States, 

was born March 16, 1757, and 
flo died at his home in Virginia, 

< June 28, 1836. The name of 
James Madison is inseparably con- 
nected with most of the important 
events in that heroic period of our 
country during which the founda- 
tions of this great republic were 
laid. He was the last of the founders 
of the Constitution of the United 
States to be called to his eternal 
reward. 








The Madison family were among 
the early emigrants to the New World, 
landing upon the shores of the Chesa- 
peake but 15 years after the settle- 
ment of Jamestown. The father of 
James Madison was an opulent 
planter, residing upon a very fine es- 
tate called “Montpelier,” Orange Co., 
Va. The mansion was situated in 
the midst of scenery highly pictur- 

esque and romantic, on the west side 

of South-west Mountain, at the foot of 

Blue Ridge. It was but 25 miles from the home of 

Jefferson at Monticello. The closest personal and 

political attachment existed between these illustrious 
men, from their early youth until death. 


The early education of Mr. Madison was conducted 
mostly at home under a private tutor. At the age of 
18 he was sent to Princeton College, in New Jersey. 
‘ Here he applied himself to study with the most im 
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prudent zeal; allowing himself, for months, but three 
hours’ sleep out of the 24. His health thus became so 
seriously impaired that he never recovered any vigor |j 
of constitution. He graduated in 1771, with a feeble 
body, with a character of utmost purity, and with a 
mind highly disci plined and richly stored with learning 


which embellished and Save proficiency to his subse 
quent career. 














Returning to Virginia, he commenced the study of 
law and a course of extensive and systematic reading, 
This educational course, the spirit of the times in 
which he lived, and the society with which he asso- 
ciated, all combined to inspire him with a strong © 
love of liberty, and to train him for his life-work of 
a statesman. Being naturally of a religious turn of 
mind, and his frail health leading him to think that 
his life was not to be lon g, he directed especial atten- 
tion to theological studiés. Endowed with a mind’ 


singularly free from passion and prejudice, and with 
almost unequalled 























In the spring of 1776, when 26 years of age, he 
was elected a member of the Virginia Convention, to 
frame the constitution of the State. The next year 
(1777), he was a candidate for the General Assembly. _ 
He refused to treat the whisky-loving voters, and 
consequently lost his election; but those who had 
witnessed the talent, energy and public spirit of the 
modest young man, enlisted themselves in his behalf, 
and he was appointed to the Executive Council. 

Both Patrick Henry and Thomas Jefferson were 
Governors of Virginia while Mr. Madison remained — 
member of the Council; and their appreciation of his 















































































intellectual, social. an 
a little to his subsequent emimence. In the year 
1780, he was elected a member of the Continental 
Congress. Here he met the most illustrious men in 
our land, and he was immediately assigned to one of 
the most conspicuous positions among them. 

For three years Mr. Madison continued in Con- 
gress, one of its most active and influential members. 
In the year 1784, his term having expired, he was 
elected a member of the Virginia Legislature. 

No man felt more deeply than Mr. Madison the 
utter inefficiency of the old confederacy, with no na- 
tional government, with no power to form treaties 
which would be binding, or to enforce law. There 
was not any State more prominent than Virginia in 
the declaration, that an efficient national government 
must be formed. In January, 1786, Mr. Madison 
carried a resolution through the General Assembly of 
Virginia, inviting the other States to appoint commis- 
sloners to meet in convention at Annapolis to discuss 
this subject. Five States only were represented. The 
convention, however, issued another call, drawn up 
by Mr, Madison, urging all the States to send their 
delegates to Philadelphia, in May, 1787, to draft 
a Constitution for the United States, to take the place 
of that Confederate League. The delegates met at 
the time appointed. Every State but Rhode Island 
was represented. George Washington was chosen 
president of the convention; and the present Consti- 
tution of the United States was then and there formed. 
There was, perhaps, no mind and no pen more ac- 
tive in framing this immortal document than the mind 
and the pen of James Madison, 

The Constitution, adopted by a vote 8r to 79, was 
to be presented to the several States for acceptance. 
But grave solicitude was felt. Should it be rejected 
we should be left but a conglomeration of independent 
States, with but little power at home and little respect 
abroad. Mr. Madison was selected by the conven- 
tion to draw up an address to the people of the United 
States, expounding the principles of the Constitution 

and urging its adoption, There was great opposition 
_ to it at first, but it at length triumphed over all. and 

went into effect in 1789. 
1 Mr. Madison was elected to the House of Repre- 
yt sentatives in the first Congress, and soon became the 
hf avowed leader of the Republican party. While in 





erin New York attending Congress, he met Mrs. Todd, a 


1} young widow of remarkable power of fascination 
)} whom he married. She was in person and character 
pieterasal queenly, and probably no lady has thus far occupied 
vi | so prominent a position in the very peculiar society 
i 4| which has constituted our republican court as Mrs, 
Brereton Madison, 
Lnkh 


f Mr. Madison served as Secretary of State under 

i} Jefferson, and at the close of his administration 

pee was chosen President. At this time the encroach- 

ih f ments of England had brought us to the verge of war. 
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British orders in council destroyed our commerce, and 
our flag was exposed to constant insult. Mr, Madison 
was aman of peace. Scholarly in his taste, retiring 
in his disposition, war had nocharms for him. But the 
meekest spirit can be roused. It makes one’s blood 
boil, even now, to think of an American ship brought 
to, upon the ocean, by the guns of an English cruiser. 
A young lieutenant steps on board and orders the 
crew to be paraded before him, With great nonchal- 
ance he selects any number whom he may please to 
designate as British subjects; orders them down the 
ship's side into his boat; and places them on the gun- 
deck of his man-of-war, to fight, by compulsion, the 
battles of England. This right of search and im- 
pressment, no efforts of our Government could induce 
the British cabinet to relinquish. 

On the 18th of June, 1812, President Madison gave 
his approval to an act of Congress declaring war 
against Great Britain. Notwithstanding the bitter 
hostility of the Federal party to the war, the country 
in general approved; and Mr. Madison, on the 4th 
of March, 1813, was re-elected by a large majonity, 
and entered upon his second term of office. ‘This 1s 
not the place to describe the various adventures of 
this war on the land and on the water. Our infant 
navy then laid the foundations of its renown in grap- 
pling with the most formidable power which ever 
swept the seas. The contest commenced in earnest 
by the appearance of a British fleet, early in February, 
1813, in Chesapeake Bay, declaring nearly the whole 
coast of the United States under blockade. 

The Emperor of Russia offered his services as me 
ditator. America accepted; England refused. A Brit- 
ish force of five thousand men landed on the banks 
of the Patuxet River, near its entrance into Chesa- 
peake Bay, and marched rapidly, by way of Bladens- 
burg, upon Washington. 

The straggling little city of Washington was thrown 
into consternation. ‘The cannon of the brief conflict 
at Bladensburg echoed through the streets of the 
metropolis. ‘The whole population fled from the city, 
The President, leaving Mrs. Madison in the White 
House, with her carriage drawn up at the door to 
await his speedy return, hurried to meet the officers 
in a council of war. He met our troops utterly routed, 
and he could not go back without danger of being 
captured. But few hours elapsed ere the Presidential 
Mansion, the Capitol, and all the public buildings in 
Washington were in flames. 

The war closed after two years of fighting, and on 
Feb. 13, 1815, the treaty of peace was signed at Ghent. 

On the 4th of March, 1817, his second term of 
office expired, and he resigned the Presidential chair 
to his friend, James Monroe. He retired to his beau- 
tiful home at Montpelier, and there passed the re- 
mainder of his days. On June 28, 1836, then at the 


age of 85 years, he fell asleep in death, Mrs. Madi- 
son died July 12, 1849. 
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“\~ AMES MONROE, the fifth 

\ Sam, President of The United States, 
Y) °) was born in Westmoreland Co., 
Va., April 28, 1758. His early 
_ life was passed at the place of 
< nativity. His ancestors had for 
many years resided in the proy- 
ince in which he was born. When, 
at 17 years of age, in the process 
of completing his education at 
William and Mary College, the Co- 
lonial Congress assembled at Phila- 
delphia to deliberate upon the un- 
just and manifold oppressions of 
Great Britian, declared the separa- 
tion of the Colonies, and promul- 
gated the Declaration of Indepen- 
i dence. Had he been born ten years before it is highly 
probable that he would have been one of the signers 
‘4 of that celebrated instrument. At this time he left 
; school and enlisted among the patriots. 

He joined the army when everything looked hope- 
less and gloomy. ‘The number of deserters increased 
from day to day. The invading armies came pouring 
in; and the tories not only favored the cause of the 
mother country, but disheartened the new recruits, 
/ who were sufficiently terrified at the prospect of con- 
i: tending with an enemy whom they had been taught 
hi: ; to deem invincible. ‘To such brave spirits as James 
: Monroe, who went right onward, wndismayed through 
“© difficulty and danger, the United States owe their 
al: political emancipation. The young cadet joined the 
ranks, and espoused the cause of his injured country, 
With a firm determination to live or die with her strife 
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for liberty. Firmly yet sadly he shared in the mel- 
ancholy retreat from Harleam Heights and White 
Plains, and accompanied the dispirited army as it fled 
before its foes through New Jersey. In four months 
after the Declaration of Independence, the patriots 
had been beaten in seven battles. 
Trenton he led the vanguard, and, in the act of charg- 
ing upon the enemy he received a wound in the left 
shoulder, 

As a reward for his bravery, Mr. Monroe was _pro- 
moted a captain of infantry; and, having recovered 
from his wound, he rejoined thearmy. He, however, 
receded from the line of promotion, by becoming an 
officer in the staff of Lord Sterling. During the cam- 
paigns of 1777 and 17478, in the actions of Brandy- 
wine, Germantown and Monmouth, he continued 
aid-de-camp ; but becoming desirous to regain his 
position in the army, he exerted himself to collect a 
regiment for the Virginia line. This scheme failed 
owing to the exhausted condition of the State. Upon 
this failure he entered the office of Mr, Jefferson, at 
that period Governor, and pursued, with considerable 
ardor, the study of common law. He did not, however, 
entirely lay aside the knapsack for the green bag; 
but on the invasions of the enemy, served as a volun- 
teer, during the two years of his legal pursuits. 

In 1782, he was elected from King George county, 
a member of the Leglislature of Virginia, and by that 
body he was elevated to a seat in the Executive 
Council. He was thus honored with the confidence 
of his fellow citizens at 23 years of age; and having 
at this early period displayed some of that ability 
and aptitude for legislation, which were afterwards 
employed with unremitting energy for the public good, 
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he was in the succeeding year chosen a member of 
the Congress of the United States. 

Deeply as Mr. Monroe felt the imperfections of the old 
Lonfederacy, he was opposed to the new Constitution, 
thi iking, with many others of the Republican party, 
thatit gave too much power to the Central Government, 
and not enough to the individual States. Still he re- 
tained the esteem of his friends who were its warm 
supporters, and who, notwithstanding his Opposition 
secured its adoption. In 1789, he became a member 
of the United States Senate; which office he held for 
fouryears. Every month the line of distinction be- 
tween the two great parties which divided the nation 
the Federal and the Republican, was growing iene 
distinct. The two prominent ideas which now sep- 
arated them were, that the Republican party was 1n 
sympathy with France, and also in favor of such a 
strict construction of the Constitution as to give the 
Central Government as little power, and the State 
Governments as much power, as the Constitution would 
warrant. The Federalists sympathized with England, 
and were in favor of a liberal construction of the Con- 
stitution, which would give as much power to the 


Central Government as that document could possibly 
authorize, 


The leading Federalists and Republicans were 
alike noble men, consecrating all their energies to the 
good of the nation. Two more honest men or more 
pure patriots than John Adams the Federalist, and 
James Monroe the Republican, never breathed. In 
building up this majestic nation, which is destined 
to eclipse all Grecian and Assyrian greatness, the com- 
bination of their antagonism was needed to create the 






nounced as almost a demon. 


Washington was then President. England had es- 
poused the cause of the Bourbons against the princi- 
ples of the French Revolution. All Europe was drawn 
into the conflict. We were feeble and far away. 
Washington issued a proclamation of neutrality be- 
tween these contending powers. France had helped 
us In the struggle for our liberties, All the despotisms 
ra Europe were now combined to prevent the French 
Nee ee : tyranny a thousand-fold worse 

} we had endured Col. Monroe, more 
magnanimous than prudent, was anxious that, at 
4 whatever hazard, we should help our old allies in 
= their extremity. It was the impulse of a generous 

fn and noble nature. He violently opposed the Pres- 
}jjident's proclamation as ungrateful and wanting in 

ror) Magnanimity. 
Washington, who could appreciate such a character 
developed his calm, serene, alinost divine greatness, 
=_ 5) by appointing that very James Monroe, who was de. 
(4) nouncing the policy of the Government, as the minister 
( 4). of that Government to the Republic of France. Mr, 
ees Monroe was welcomed by the National Convention 
in France with the most enthusiastic demonstrations, 
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right equilibrium. And yet each in his day was de-— 





Shortly after his return to this country, Mr. Mon- 
roe was elected Governor of Virginia, and held the 
office for three yeais. He was again sent to France to 
co-operate with Chancellor Livingston in obtaining 
the vast territory then known as the Province of 
Louisiana, which France had but shortly before ob- 
tained from Spain. Their united efforts were suc 
cessful. For the comparatively small sum of fifteen 
millions of dollars, the entire territory of Orleans and 
district of Louisiana were added to the United States, 
This was probably the largest transferof real estate 
which was ever made in all the history of the world. 

From France Mr, Monroe went to England to ob- 
tain from that country some recognition of our 
rights as neutrals, and to remonstrate against those 
odious impressments of our seamen. Kut Eng- 
land was unrelenting. He again returned to Eng- 
land on the same mission, but could receive no 
redress. He returned to his home and was again 
chosen Governor of Virginia. This he soon resigned 
to accept the position of Secretary of State under 
Madison, While in this office war with England was 
declared, the Secretary of War resigned, and during 
these trying times, the duties of the War Department 
were also put upon him. He was truly the armor- 
bearer of President Madison, and the most efficient 
business man in his cabinet. Upou the return of 
peace he resigned the Department of War, but con- 
tinued in the office of Secretary of State until the ex- 
piration of Mr, Madison's adminstration. At the elec- 
tion held the previous autumn Mr. Monroe himself had 
been chosen President with but little opposition, and 
upon March 4, 1817, was inaugurated. Four years 
later he was elected for a second term. 


Among the important measures of his Presidency 
were the cession of Florida to the United States; the 
Missouri Compromise, and the ‘“ Monroe doctrine.” 

This famous doctrine, since known as the ** Monroe 
dectrine,” was enunciated by him in 1823. At that 
time the United States had recognized the independ- 
ence of the South American states, and did not wish 
to have European powers longer attempting to sub- 
due portions of the American Continent. The doctrine 
is as follows: “That we should consider any attempt 
on the part of European powers to extend their sys- 
tem to any portion of this hemisphere as dangerous 
to our peace and safety,” and “that we could not 
view any interposition for the purpose of oppressing 
or controlling American governments or provinces in 
any other light than as a manifestation by European 
powers of an unfriendly disposition toward the United 
States.” This doctrine immediately affected the course 
of foreign governments, and has become the approved 
sentiment of the United States. 


At the end of his second term Mr. Monroe retired 
to his home in Virginia, where he lived until 1830, 
when he went to New York to live with his son-in- 
law. In that city he died,on the 4th of July, 1831. 
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OHN QUINCY ADAMS, the in the spring of 1782, he accompanied his father to 
sixth President of the United | Paris, traveling leisurely, and forming acquaintance 
States, was born in the rural | with the most distinguished men on the Continent; 
home of his honored father, examining architectural remains, galleries of paintings, 
John Adams, in Quincy, Mass., and all renowned works of art. At Paris he again 
on the rrth ef July, 1767. His | became associated with the most illustrious men of 
mother, a woman of exalted | all lands In the contemplations of the loftiest temporal 
worth, watched over his childhood | themes which can engross the human mind. After 
during the almost constant ab- | a short visit to England he returned to Paris, and 
sence of his father. When but | consecrated all his energies to study until May, 178s, 
eight years of age, he. stood with | when he returned to America. To a brilliant youn 
his mother onan eminence, listen- | Man of eighteen, who had seen much of the world, 
ing to the booming of the great bat- and who was familiar with the etiquette of courts, a 
tle on Bunker's Hill, and gazing on | Tesidence with his father in London, under such cir- 
upon the smoke and flames billow- cumstances, must have been extremely attractive; 
ing up from the conflagration of | but with judgment very rare in one of his age, he pre- 
Charlatinwn: ferred to return to America to com plete his education 
When but eleven years old he | 1" 42 American college. He wished then to study 
took a tearful adieu of his mother, aif that with an honorable profession, he might be 
to sail with his father for Europe, | “°° to obtain an Independent support. 
through a fleet of hostile British cruisers, The bright, Upon leaving Harvard-College, at the age of twenty, 
animated boy spent a year and a half in Paris, where | he studied law for three years. In June, 1794, be- 
his father was associated with Franklin and Lee as | 'gthen but twenty-seven years of age, he was ap~- 
minister plenipotentiary. His intelligence attracted | Pomted by Washington, resident minister~ at the 
the notice of these distinguished men, and he received Netherlands, Sailing from Boston in July, he reached 
from them flattering marks of attention, London in October, where he was immediately admit- 
Mr, John Adams had scarcely returned to this ted to the deliberations of Messrs. Jay and Pinckney, 
country, in 1779, ere he was again sent abroad Again | 4SSisting them in negotiating a commercial treaty with 
John Quincy accompanied his father. At Paris he | Great Britian. After thus spending a fortnight in 
apphed himself with great diligence, for six months, London, he proceeded to the Hague. 
to study; then accompained his father to Holland, In July, 1797, he left the Hague to go to Portugal as 
where he entered, first a school in Amsterdam, then | minister plenipotentiary. On his way to Portugal, 
the University at Leyden. About a year from this | upon arriving in London, he met. with despatches 
time, In 1781, when the manly boy was but fourteen | directing him to the court of Berlin, but requesting 
years of age, he was selected by Mr, Dana, our min- | him to remain in London until he should receive his 
ister to the Russian court, as his private secretary, instructions. While waiting he was married to an 
In this school of incessant labor and of enobling American lady to whom he had been previously en- 
culture he spent fourteen months, and then returned | gaged,—Miss Louisa Catherine Johnson, daughter 
to Holland through Sweden, Denmark, Hamburg and | of Mr, Joshua Johnson, American consul in London ; 
Bremen, This long journey he took alone, in the | a lady endownd with that beauty and those accom- 
winter, when in his sixteenth year. Again he resumed plishment which eminently fitted her to move in the 
his studies, under a private tutor, at Hague, Thence, | elevated sphere for which she was destined, 
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He reached Berlin with his wife in November, 1797 ; 
where he remained until July, 1799, when, having ful- 
filled all the purposes of his mission, he solicited his 
recall. 

Svon after his return, in 1802, he was chosen to 
the Senate of Massachusetts, from Boston, and then 
was elected Senator of the United States for six years, 
from the 4th of March, 1804. His reputation, his 
ability and his experience, placed him immediately 
among the most prominent and influential members 
of that body. Especially did he sustain the Govern- 
ment in its measures of resistance to the encroach- 
ments of England, destroying our commerce and in- 
sulting our flag. There was no man in America more 
familiar with the arrogance of the British court u pon 
these points, and no one more resolved to present 
a firm resistance., 

__ In 1809, Madison succeeded Jefferson in the Pres- 
idential chair, and he immediately nominated John 
Quincy Adams minister to St, Petersburg. Resign- 
ing his professorship in Harvard College, he embarked 
at Boston, in August, 1809, 

While in Russia, Mr. Adams was an intense stu- 
dent. He devoted his attention to the language and 
history of Russia; to the Chinese trade; to the 
European system of weights, measures, and coins; to 
the climate and astronomical observations; while he 
Kept up a familiar acquaintance with the Greek and 
Latin classics. In all the universities of Kurope, a 
more accomplished scholar could scarcely be found. 
All through life the Bible constituted an important 
part of his studies. It was his rule to read five 
chapters every day. 


| On the 4th of March, 1817, Mr. Monroe took the 
Presidential chair, and immediately appointed Mr. 
Adams Secretary of State. Taking leave of his num- 
erous friends in public and private life in Europe, he 
sailed in June, 1819, for the United States, On the 
18th of August, he again crossed the threshold of his 
home in Quincy. During the eight years of Mr. Mon- 
roes administration, Mr. Adams continued Secretar 
of State. ; 
Some time before the close of Mr. Monroe’ 
term of office, new candidates began to a eiegeiat 
for the Presidency, The friends of Mr, Adams brought 
forward his name, It was an exciting campaign 
Party spirit was never more bitter. Two hundred and 
i sixty electoral votes were cast. Andrew Jackson re- 
r ceived ninety-nine; John Quincy Adams, eighty-four: 
} 4) William H. Crawford, forty-one; Henry Clay, thirty- 
=i seh seven. As there was no choice by the people, the 
| question went to the House of Representatives. Mr. 
Clay gave the vote of Kentucky to Mr, Adams, and 
qj he was elected. 


The friends of all the disappointed candidates now 
ji; combined in a venomous and persistent assault upon 
rai Mr. Adams. There is nothing more disgraceful in 
Sis past history of our country than the abuse which 
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JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 








was poured in one uninterrupted stream, upon this 
high-minded, upright, patriotic man, ‘There never was 
an administration more pure in principles, more con- 
scientiously devoted to the best interests of the coun- 
try, than that of John Quincy Adams; and never, per- 
haps, was there an administration more unscrupu-— 
lously and outrageously assailed. 

Mr. Adams was, to a very remarkable degree, ab- 
stemious and temperate in his habits; always rising 
early, and taking much exercise. When at his home in 
Quincy, he has been known to walk, before breakfast. 
seven miles to Boston. In Washington, it was said 
that he was the first man up in the city, lighting his 
own fire and applying himself to work in his library 
often long before dawn. 

On the 4th of March, 1829, Mr. Adams retired 
from the Presidency, and was succeeded by Andrew 
Jackson. John C, Calhoun was elected Vice Presi- 
dent. The slavery question now began to assume 
portentous magnitude. Mr. Adams returned to 
Quincy and to his studies, which he pursued with un- 
abated zeal. But he was not long permitted to re- 
main in retirement. In November, 1830, he was 
elected representative to Congress. For seventeen 
years, until his death, he occupied the post as repre- 
sentative, towering above all his peers, ever ready to 
do brave battle’ for freedom, and winning the title of 
“the old man eloquent.” Upon taking his seat in 
the House, he announced that he should hold him- 
self bound to no party. Probably there never was a 
member more devoted to his duties, He was usually 
the first in his place in the morning, and the last to 
leave his seat in the evening. Not a measure could 
be brought forward and escape his scrutiny. The 
battle which Mr. Adams fought, almost singly, against 
the proslavery party in the Government, was sublime 
in its moral daring and heroism, For persisting in 
presenting petitions for the abolition of slavery, he 
was threatened with indictment by the grand jury, 
with expulsion from the House, with assassination ; 
but no threats could intimidate him, and his final 
triumph was complete. 


It has been said of President Adams, that when his 
body was bent and his hair silvered by the lapse of 
fourscore years, yielding to the simple faith of a little 
child, he was accustomed to repeat every night, before 
he slept, the prayer which his mother taught him in 
his infant years. 


On the 21st of February, 1848, he rose on the floor 
of Congress, with a paper in his hand, to address the 
speaker. Suddenly he fell, again stricken by paraly- 
sis, and was caught in the arms of those around him. 
For a time he was senseless, as he was conveyed to 
the sofa in the rotunda. With reviving conscious- 
ness, he opened his eyes, looked calmly around and 
said “ This zs the end of earth ;"then after a moment's 
pause he added, “/ am content.” ‘These were the 
last words of the grand “Old Man Eloquent,” 
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and took her sick boys home. After a long illness 
Andrew recovered, and the death of his mother soon 
left him entirely friendless. | 

Andrew supported himself in various ways, such as 
working at the saddler’s trade, teaching school and 
clerking in a general Store, until 1784, when he 
entered a law office at Salisbury, N.C. He, however, 
gave more attention to the wild amusements of the 
times than to his studies, In 1788, he was appointed 
solicitor for the western district of North Carolina, of 
which ‘Tennessee was then a part. This involved 
many long and tedious journeys amid dangers of 
every kind, but Andrew Jackson never knew fear, 
and the Indians had no desire to repeat a skirmish 
with the Sharp Knife. 

In 1791, Mr, Jackson was married to a woman who 
supposed herself divorced from her former husband, 
Great was the surprise of both parties, two years later, 
to find that the conditions of the divorce had just been 
definitely settled by the firsthusband. The marriage 
ceremony was performed a second time, but the occur- 
rence was often used by his enemies to bring Mr, 
Jackson into disfavor. 

During these years he worked hard at his profes- 
slon, and frequently had one or more duels on hand, 
one of which, when he killed Dickenson, was espec- 
ially disgraceful, 

In January, 1796, the T erritory of Tennessee then 
containing nearly eighty thousand inhabitants, the 
people met in convention at Knoxville to frame a con- 
stitution. Five were sent from each of the eleven 
counties. Andrew Jackson was one of the delegates. 
The new State was entitled to but one member in 
the National House of Representatives. Andrew Jack- 
son was chosen that member. Mounting his horse he 
rode to Philedelphia, where Congress then held its me 
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ne NDREW JACKSON, | the 
nel seventh President of the 

EI: 

ne United States, was born in 
te Waxhaw settlement, N, is 
ne a ae March rs, 1767, a few days 
L e KG) > y . 
ne: SY after his father’s death. His 
13: yD parents were poor emigrants 
te from Ireland, and took up 
0: their abode in Waxhaw set- 
Te tlement, where they lived in 
hee deepest poverty. 
ue: Andrew, or Andy, as he was 
i universally called, grew up a very 
bel rough, rude, turbulent boy. His 
bei: ; 
hits features were coarse, his form un- 
i gainly; and there was but very 
ys little in his character, made visible, which was at- 
bas st] 
ik tractive, . 
ne When only thirteen years old he joimed the volun- 
hei: y y Pee sen: 
nes teers of Carolina against the British Invasion, In 
ne 1731, he and his brother Robert were captured and 
ni: imprisoned for a time at Camden. A British officer 
oF : ordered“him to brush his mud-spattered boots. “| am 
i ; 4 prisoner of war, not your servant,” was the reply of 
1-4 the dauntless boy 
: ; 
The brute drew his sword, and aimed a desperate 
h blow at the head of the helpless young prisoner, 
q Andrew raised his hand, and thus received two fear- 
q s ful gashes,—one on the hand and the other upon the 
q head. The officer then turned to his brother Robert 
hi ; with the same demand, He also refused, and re- 
q ceived a blow from the keen-edged sabre, which quite 
h : disabled him, and which probably soon after caused 
r his death, They suffered much other ill-treatment, and 
i were finally stricken with the small-pox, ‘Their 

ate mother was successful in obtaining their exchange, 
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sessions,—a distance of about eight hundred miles. 

Jackson was an earnest advocate of the Demo- 
cratic party. Jefferson was his idol. He admired 
Bonaparte, loved France and hated England. As Mr, 
Jackson took his seat, Gen. Washington, whose 
second term of office was then expiring, delivered his 
last speech to Congress. A committee drew up a 
complimentary address in reply. Andrew Jackson 
did not approve of the address, and was one of the 
twelve who voted against it. He was not willing to 
say that Gen. Washington's adminstration had been 
‘* wise, firm and patriotic.” 

Mr. Jackson was elected to the United States 
Senate in 1797, but soon resigned and returned home. 
Soon after he was chosen Judge of the Supreme Court 
of his State, which position he held far six years. 

When the war of 1812 with Great Britian com- 
menced, Madison occupied the Presidential chair. 


* 
rs Aaron Burr sent word to the President that there was 
< an unknown man in the West, Andrew Jackson, who 
ja would do credit to a commission if one were con- 
¥! ferred upon him. Just at that time Gen, Jackson 
offered his services and those of twenty-five hundred 
ih volunteers. His offer was accepted, and the troops 
(a were assembled at Nashville. 
d iff 
: As the British were hourly expected to make an at- 
* tack upon New Orleans, where Gen Wilkinson was 
7 > in command, he was ordered to descend the river 
re with fifteen hundred troops to aid Wilkinson. The 
Fron expedition reached Natchez; and after a delay of sev - 
= eral weeks there, without accomplishing anything 
fa the men were ordered back to their homes. But the 
ig energy Gen. Jackson had displayed, and his entire 
“ devotion to the comrfort of his soldiers, won him 
oes _ golden opinions; and he became the most popular 
ve man in the State, It was in this expedition that his 
~ d toughness gave him the nickname of * Old Hickory.” 
* _ Soon after this, while attempting to horsewhip Col. 
' Thomas H. Benton, for a remark that gentleman 
made about his taking a part as second in a duel. in 
which a younger brother of Benton’s was engaged 
he received two severe pistol wounds. While he was 
lingering upon a bed of suffering news came that the 
; Indians, who had combined under Tecumseh from 
Florida to the Lakes, to exterminate the white set- 
tlers, were ‘committing the most awful ravages. De- 
cisive action became necessary. Gen. Jackson, with 
| his fractured bone just beginning to heal, his arm in 
4 #9) 4) a sling, and unable to mount his horse without assis- 
. ara i tance, gave his amazing energies to the raising of an 
| Te _ tig@m army to rendezvous at Fayettesville, Alabama. 
os ‘ The Creek Indians had established a strong fort on 
ee _ one of the bendsof the Tallapoosa River, near the cen- 
| ter of Alabama, about fifty niles below Fort Strother, 
7 |) With an army of two thousand men, Gen, Jackson 
Fone . Aut traversed the pathless wilderness in a march of eleven 
? : ‘we «days. He reached their fort, called Tohopeka or 
a -Horse-shoe, on the 27th of March. 1814. The bend 
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of the river enclosed nearly one hundred acres of 
tangled forest and wild ravine. Across the narrow 
neck the Indians had constructed a formidable breast- 
work of logs and brush. Here nine hundred warrors, 
with an ample suply of arms were assembled, 

The fort was stormed. ‘lhe fight was utterly des- 
perate, Not an Indian would accept of quarter. When 
bleeding and dying, they would fight those who en- 
deavored to spare their lives, J’rom ten in the morn- 
ing until dark, the battle raged. The carnage was 
awful and revolting, Some threw themselves into the 
river; but the unerring bullet struck their heads: as 
they swam. Nearly everyone of the nine hundred war- 
rios were killed A few probably, in the night, swam 
the river and escaped. ‘This ended the war. ‘The 
power of the Creeks was broken forever. This bold 
plunge into the wilderness, with its terriffic slaughter, 
so appalled the savages, that the haggard remnants 
of the bands caine to the camp, begging for peace. 

This closing of the Creek war enabled us to con- 
centrate all our militia upon the British, who were the 
allies of the Indians No man of less resolute will 
than Gen. Jackson could have conducted this Indian 
campaign to so successful an issue Immediately he 
was appointed major-general. 

Late in August, with an army of two thousand 
men, on a rushing march, Gen. Jackson came to 


Mobile. A British feet came from Pensacola,landed § 

a force upon the beach, anchored near the little fort, : 
: 
{ 
ha 
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and from both ship and shore commenced a furious 
assault The battle was long and doubtful. At length 
one of the ships was blown up and the rest retired, 


Garrisoning Mobile, where he had taken his little 
army, he moved his troops to New Orleans, 
And the battle of New Orleans which soon ensued, 
was in reality a very arduous campaign, This won 
for Gen, Jackson an imperishable name, Here Ms 
troops, which numbered about four thousand men, 
won a signal victory over the British army of about 
nine thousand. His loss was but thirteen, while the 
loss of the British was two thousand six hundred. 


The name of Gen, Jackson soon began to be men- 
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he was defeated hy Mr. Adams. He was, however, 
successful in the election of 1828, and was re-elected 
for a second term in 1832. In 1829, just before he 
assumed the reins of the government, he met with 
the most terrible affliction of his life in the death of 
his wife, whom he had loved with a devotion which has 
perhaps never been surpassed. From the shock of 
her death he never recovered. 


His administration was one of the most memorable 
in the annals of our country; applauded by one party, 
condemned by the other. No man had more bitter 
enemies or warmer friends, At the expiration of his 
two terms of office he retired to the Hermitage, where 
he died June 8, 1845. The last years of Mr. Jack- 
son’s life were that of a devoted Christian man. 
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at 
ee i inte oe ei at In 1803, Mr. Van Buren, then twenty-one years of 
Age @ loot 1782. He died it oe 5» | 48e, commenced the practice of law in his native yil- 
dis I~ A 7°2. at the same lage. The great conflict between the Federal and 
; place, July 24, 1862. His Republican party was then at its height. Mr. Van 


body rests in the cemetery | Buren was from the begin 
at Kinderhook, Above it is perhaps, imbibed that 5 
a plain granite shaft fifteen feet | many discussions which 
high, bearing a simple inscription | father’s hotel, 





ning a politician. He had, 
pirit while listening to the 
had been carried on in his 
He was in cordial sympathy with 
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nee about halt way up on one face, | Jefferson, and carnestly and eloquently espoused the 

ne The lot is unfenced, unbordered | cause of State Rights; though at that time the Fed- O 
ny or unbounded by shrub or flower. eral party held the supremacy both in his town 

hE There is but little in the life of Martin Van Buren | and State. 

i of romantic interest. He fought no battles, engaged His success and increasing ruputation led him, 

h + in no wild adventures. Though his life was stormy in | after six years of practice,to remove to Hudson, the 

q : political and intellectual conflicts, and he gained many | county seat of his county. Here he spent seven years, 

bie signal victories, his days passed uneventful in those eOUSTANTY gaining strength by contending in the 

nee incidents which give zest to biography. His an- courts with some of the ablest men who have adorned 

: cestors, as his name indicates, were of Dutch origin, | the bar of his State. 


; and were among the earliest emigrants from Holland Just before leaving Kinderhook for Hudson, Mr 
. ? : 
to the banks of the Hudson. His father was a farmer, | Van Buren married a lady alike distinguished for 


; residing in the old town of Kinderhook. His mother, | beauty and accomplishments. After twelve short 
* also of Dutch lineage, was a woman of superior intel- years she sank into the grave, the victim of consump- 
ligence and exemplary piety ; tion, leaving her husband and four sons to weep over 
i He was decidedly a precocious boy, developing un- | herloss, For twenty-five years, Mr. Van Buren was 
: usual activity, vigor and strength of mind. At the | an earnest, successful, assiduous lawyer. The record 
i: age of fourteen, he had finished his academic studies | of those years is barren in items of public interest. 
aS eo and eee a the study of | In 1812, when thirty years of age, he was chosen to 
s . 1ad not a collegiate e ucation, seven | the State Senate, and gave his strenuous support to 
§ Years of study in a law-office were required of him | Mr. Madison’s adminstration. In 1815, he was ap- 
38 before he could be admitted to the bar. Inspired with pointed Attorney-General, and the next year moved 


; if ef a lofty ambition, and conscious of his powers, he pur- | to Albany, the capital of the State. 
While he was acknowledged as one of the most 


his studies with indefatigable industry. After 
prominent leaders of the Democratic party, he had 
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the moral courage to avow that true BE ACERALS did 
not require that “ universal suffrage” which admits 
the vile, the degraded, the ignorant, to the mnght of 
governing the State. In true consistency with his 
democratic principles, he contended that, while the 
path leading to the privilege of voting should be open 
to every man without distinction, no one should be 
invested with that sacred prerogative, unless he were 
in some degree qualified for it by intelligence, virtue 
and some property interests in the welfare of the 
State. 

In 1821 he was elected a member of the United 
States Senate; and in the same year, he took a seat 
in the convention to revise the constitution of his 
native State. His course in this convention secured 
the approval of men of all parties. No one could 
doubt the singleness of his endeavors to promote the 
interests of all classes in the community. In the 
Senate of the United States, he rose at once to a 
conspicuous position as anactive and useful legislator. 
In 1827, John Quincy Adams being then in the 
Presidential chair, Mr. Van Buren was re-elected to 
the Senate. He had been from the beginning a de- 
fermined opposer of the Administration, adopting the 
“State Rights” view in opposition to what was 
deemed the Federal proclivities of Mr. Adanis. 

Soon after this, in 1828, he was chosen Governorof 
the State of New York, and accordingly resigned his 
seatin the Senate. Probably no one in the United 
States contributed so much towards ejecting John Q. 
Adams from the Presidential chair, and placing in it 
Andrew Jackson, as did Martin Vien Buren. Whether 
entitled to the reputation or not, he certainly was re- 
garded throughout the United States as one of the 
most skillful, sagacious and cunning of politicians. 
It was supposed that no one knew so well as he how 
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the wires to put his machinery in motion; and how to 
organize a political army which would, secretly and 
By 
a “these powers it is said that he outwitted Mr. Adams, 
Se oa Mr, Clay, Mr. Webster, and secured results which 
few thought then could be accomplished. 
When Andrew Jackson was elected President he 
Satara appointed Mr, Van Buren Secretary of State. This 
i position he resigned in 1831, and was immediately 
appointed Minister to England, where he went the 
=i same autumn. The Senate, however, when it met, 
; | parured oe ratify the a a and he returned 
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home, apparently untroubled; was nominated Vice 
President in the place of Calhoun, at the re-election 
of President Jackson; and with smiles for all and 
frowns for none, he took his place at the head of that 
Senate which had refused to confirm his 
as ambassador. 

His rejection by the Senate roused all the zeal of 
President Jackson in behalf of his repudiated favor- 
ite; and this, probably more than any other cause, 
secured his elevation to the chair of the Chief Execu- 
On the zoth of May, 1836, Mr. Van Buren re- 
to succeed Gen, 
He was 


nomination 


tive. 
ceived the Democratic nomination 
Jackson as President of the United States, 
elected by a handsome majority, to the delight of the 
retiring President. “Leaving New York out of the 
canvass,” says Mr. Parton, “the election of Mr. Van 
Buren to the Presidency was as much the act of Gen. 
Jackson as though the Constitution had conferred 
upon him the power to appoint a successor.” 

His administration was filled with exciting events. 
The insurrection in Canada, which threatened to in- 
volve this country in war with England, the agitation 
of the slavery question, and finally the great commer- 
cial panic which spread over the country, all were 
trials to his wisdom. The financial distress was at- 
tributed to the management of the Democratic party, 
and brought the President into such disfavor that he 
failed of re-election. 

With the exception of being nominated for the 
Presidency by the “Free Soil” Democrats, in 1848, 
Mr. Van Buren lived quietly upon his estate until 
his death. 

He had ever been a prudent man, of frugal habits, 
and living within his income, had now fortunately a 
competence for his declining years. His unblemished 
character, his commanding abilities, his unquestioned 
patriotism, and the distinguished positions which he 
had occupied in the government of our country, 5€- 
cured to him not only the homage of his party, but 
the respect ot the whole community. ft was on the 
4th of March, r84r, that Mr. Van Buren retired from 
the presidency. From his fine estate at Lindenwald, 
he still exerted a powerful influence upon the politics 
of the country. From this time until his death, on 
the 24th of July, 1862, at the age of eighty years, he 
resided at Lindenwald, a gentleman of leisure, of 
culture and of wealth; enjoying in a healthy old 
age, probably far more happiness than he had_ before 
experienced amid the =sauels scenes of his active life. 
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ILLIAM HENRY HARRI- 
SON, the ninth President of 
the United States, was born 
at Berkeley, Va., Feb, 9, 1773. 
His father, Benjamin Harri- 
son, Was in comparatively op- 
ulent circumstances, and was 
one of the most distinguished 
men of his day. He was an 

















dent Washington. He was then but 19 years old, 
From that time he passed gradually upward in rank [ 
until he became aid to General Wayne, after whose =! 
death he resigned his commission. He was then ap- {j | 
pointed Secretary of the North-western Tetritory. This : 
Territory was then entitled to but one member in 
Congress and Capt. Harrison was chosen to fill that 
position, 


In the spring of 1800 the North-western Territory 





































ng intimate friend of George | was divided by Congress into two portions. The 
nF Washington, was early elected | eastern portion, comprising the region now embraced 
NE a member of the Continental | in the State of Ohio, was called “ The Territory 
i Congress, and was conspicuous | north-west of the Ohio.” The western portion, which 
ly among the patriots of Virginia in | included what is now called Indiana, Illinois and 
hi: 6 ; we 
hi: resisting the encroachments of the | Wisconsin, was called the “Indiana Territory,” Wil. 
i g | | : 
ly British crown. In the celebrated | liam Henry Harrison, then 27 years of age, was ap- 
7 7y § ] 

























t Congress of 1775, Benjamin Har- pointed by John Adams, Governor of the Indiana 
ne rison and John Hancock were lerritory, and Immediately after, also Governor of 
ni both candidates for the office of Upper Louisiana, He Was thus ruler over almost as 
ne speaker, ; extensive a realm as any sovereign upon the globe. He 
nel Mr Harrison was subsequently | was Superintendent of Indian Affairs, and was in- 
Pe chosen Governor of Virginia, and vested with powers nearly dictatorial oyer the now 
Hil was twice re-elected. His son, rapidly ‘ncreasing white population. The ability and 
ta William Henry, of course enjoyed | fidelity with which he discharged these responsible 
nH in childhood all the advantages which wealth and duties may be inferred from the fact that he was four 
ter intellectual and cultivated society could give. Hay. | times appointed to this office—first by John Adams, 
te ing received a thorough common-school education, he | twice by Thomas Jefferson and afterwards by Presi- 
a entered Hampden Sidney College, where he graduated | dent Madison. 
He with honor soon after the death of his father. He ‘Whenhe began his adminstration there were but 
ht then repaired to Philadelphia to study medicine under | three white settlementsin that almost boundless region, 
hy : the instructions of Dr. Rush and the guardianship of | now crowded with citles and resounding with all the 
ne Robert Morris, both of whom were, with his father, | tumult of wealth and traffic. One of these settlements 
He signers ‘of the Declaration of Independence. was on the Ohio, nearly opposite Louisville; one at 
' iE Upon the outbreak of the Indian troubles, and not- | Vincennes, on the Wabash, and the third a French 
nie withstanding the remonstrances of his friends, he | settlement. 
hea abandoned his medical studies and entered the army, The vast wilderness over which Gov. Harrison 
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having obtained a commission of Ensign from Presi- 
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the year 1806, two extraordinary men, twin brothers, 
of the Shawnese tribe, rose among them. One of 
these was called Tecumseh, or “ ‘The Crouching 
Panther;” the other, Olliwacheca, or “The Prophet,” 
Tecumseh was not only an Indian warrior, but a man 
of great sagacity, far-reaching foresight and indomit- 
able perseverance in any enterprise in which he might 
engage. He was inspired with the highest enthusiasm, 
and had long regarded with dread and with hatred 
the encroachment of the whites upon the hunting- 
grounds of his fathers. His brother, the Prophet, was 
anorator, who could sway the feelings of the untutored 
Indian as the gale tossed the tree-tops beneath which 
they dwelt. 

_ But the Prophet was not merely an orator: he was, 
in the superstitious minds of the Indians, invested 
with the superhuman ‘dignity of a medicine-man or a 
magician, With an enthusiasm unsurpassed by Peter 
the Hermit rousing Kurope to the crusades, he went 
from tribe to tribe, assuming that he was specially sent 
by the Great Spirit, 

Goy. Harrison made many attempts to conciliate 
the Indians, but at last the war came, and at Tippe- 
canoe the Indians were routed with great slaughter. 
October 28, 1812, his army began its march. When 
near the Prophet’s town three Indlans of rank made 
their appearance and inquired why Gov. Harrison was 
approaching them in so hostile an attitude. After a 
short conference, arrangements were made fora meet- 
Ing the next day, to agree upon terms of peace, 

But Gov. Harrison was too well acquainted with 
the Indian character to be deceived by such protes- 
tations. Selecting a favorable spot for his night’s en- 
campment, he took every precaution against surprise. 
His troops were posted in a hollow square, and slept 
upon their arms. 


The troops threw themselves upon the ground for 
rest; but every man had his accourtrements on, his 
loaded musket by his side,and his bayonet fixed, ‘The 
wakeful Governor, between three and four o'clock in 
the morning, had risen, and was sitting in conversa- 
_ ton with his aids by the embers of a waning fire. It 

was a chill, cloudy morning with a drizzling rain, In 

the darkness, the Indians had crept as near as possi- 
ble, and just then, with a savage yell, rushed, with all 
the desperation which superstition and passion most 
_ Iighly inflamed could give, upon the left flank of the 
little army. ‘The savages had been amply provided 
with guns and ammunition by the English. Their 
war-whoop was accompained by a shower of bullets. 
_ The camp-fires were instantly extinguished, as the 
light aided the Indians in their aim, With hide- 
_ ous yells, the Indian bands rushed on, not doubting a 
| speedy and an entire victory, But Gen. Harrison’s 
troops stood as immovable as the rocks around them 
until day dawned: they then made a simultaneous 
Swept every thing be- 
routing the foe, 


fore them, and completely 
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Gov. Harrison now had all his energies tasked! 
to the utmost. The British descending from the Can- 
adas, were of themselves a very formidable force ; but 
with their savage allies, rushing like wolves from the E 
forest, searching out every remote farm-house, burn-5 
ing, plundering, scalping, torturing, the wide frontier | 
was plunged into a state of consternation which evens 
the most vivid imagination can but faintly varicelved! 
The war-whoop was resounding everywhere in the! 
forest. The horizon was illuminated with the con flagra 
tion of the cabins of the settlers. Gen Hull had mad : 
the ignominious surrender of his forces at Detroit. 
Under these despairing circumstances, Gov. Harrison® 
was appointed by President Madison commander-in- 
chief of the North-western army, with orders to retake 
Detroit, and to protect the frontiers. 

It would be difficult to place a man in a situation 
demanding more energy, sagacity and courage; but: 
General Harrison was found equal to the position,®. 
and nobly and triumphantly did he meet all the re- 
sponsibilities, 

He won the love of his soldiers by always sharing} 
with them their fatigue. His whole baggage, while: 
pursuing the foe up the Thames, was carried in ad 
valise; and his bedding consisted of a single blanket : 
lashed over his saddle. ‘Thirty-five British officers, } 
his prisoners of war, supped with him after the battle. 
The only fare he could give them was beef roasted © 
before the fire, without bread or salt. 


In 1816, Gen. Harrison was chosen a member of 5: 
the National House of Representatives, to represent § 
the District of Ohio, In Congress he proved an 
active member; and whenever he spoke, it was with 
force of reason and power of eloquence, which arrested 
the attention of all the members. 

In 1819, Harrison was elected to the Senate of 
Ohio; and in 1824, as oneof the presidential electors 
of that State, he gave his vote for Henry Clay. The 
same year he was chosen tothe United States Senate. 


In 1836, the friends of Gen. Harrison brought him 
forward as a candidate for the Presidency against 
Van Buren, but he was defeated. At the close of 
Mr. Van Buren’s term, he was re-nominated by his § 
party, and Mr. Harrison was unanimously nominated Ik 
by the Whigs, with John Tyler forthe Vice Presidency. HE 
The contest was very animated. Gen. Jackson gave 
all his influence to prevent Harrison's election ; but 
his triumph was signal. ; 

The cabinet which he formed, with Daniel Webster 
at its head as Secretary of State, was one of the most 
brilliant with which any President had ever been 
surrounded. Never were the prospects of an admin- 
istration more flattering, or the hopes of the country § 
more sanguine, Inthe midst of these. bright and | 
joyous prospects, Gen. Harrison was seized by a 
pleurisy-fever and after a few days of violent. sick- 
ness, died on the 4th of Apnl; just one month after 
his inauguration as President of the United States, 
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twelve, John entered William 


uated with much honor when 
but seventeen years old. After 
graduating, he devoted him- 
self with great assiduity to the 
study of law, partly with his 
father and partly with Edmund 
Randolph, one of the most distin- 
guished lawyers of Virginia. 

At nineteen years of age, he 
commenced the practice of law. 
His success was rapid and aston- 
ishing. It is said that three 
months had not elapsed ere there 
was scarcely a case on the dock- 

et of the court in which he was 
not retained. When but twenty-one years of age, he 
was almost unanimously elected to a seat in the State 
Legislature. He connected himself with the Demo. 
cratic party, and warmly advocated the measures of 
Jefferson and Madison. For five successive years he 
was elected to the Legislature, receiving nearly the 
unanimous vote or his county. 

When but twenty-six years of age, he was elected 
a member of Congress. Here he acted earnestly and 
ably with the Democratic party, opposing a national 
bank, internal improvements by the General Govern. 


the tenth 
Presidentof the United States. 


He was born in Charles-city 
Co., Va., March 29,1790. He 
was the favored child of af. 
fluence and high social po- 
sition. At the early age of 


and Mary College and grad- 












ment, a protective tariff, and advocating a strict con 
struction of the Constitution, and the most careful | 
vigilance over State rights. His labors in Congress 
were so arduous that before the close of his second 
term he found it necessary to resign and retire to hi 
estate in Charles-city Co., to recruit his health, He 
however, soon after consented to take his seat in the 
State Legislature, where his influence was powerful 
In promoting public works of great utility. With a | 
reputation thus canstantly increasing, he was chosen 
by a very large majority of votes, Governor of his 
native State. His administration was signally a suc. 
cessful one, His popularity secured his re-election, ji 

John Randolph, a brilliant, erratic, half-crazed | 
man, then represented Virginia in the Senate of the 
United States, A portion of the Democratic party 
was displeased with Mr, Randolph’s wayward course, 
and brought forward John Tyler as his opponent, 
considering him the only man in Virginia of sufficient 
popularity to succeed against the renowned orator of 
Roanoke. Mr, Tyler was the victor, 

Tn accordance with his professions, upon taking his 
seat in the Senate, he joined the ranks of the opposi- 
tion. He opposed the tariff ; he spoke against and 
voted against the bank as unconstitutional; he stren- 
uously opposed all restrictions upon slavery, resist- 
ing ull projects of internal improvements by the Gen- 
eral Government, and avowed his sympathy with Mr, 
Calhoun’s view of nullification ; he declared that Gen, 
Jackson, by his Opposition to the nullifiers, had 
abandoned the principles of the Democratic party. {pers 
Such was Mr, Tyler’s record in Congress,—a_ record |v 
in perfect accordance with the principles which he 4) 
had always avowed. nity 

Returning to Virginia, he resumed the practice of [ ae 
his profession. There was a split in the Democratic 
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party. His friends still regarded him as a true Jef- 
fersonian, gave him a dinner, and showered compli- 
ments upon him. He had now attained the age of 
forty-six, His career had been very brilliant. In con- 
sequence of his devotion to public business, his pri- 
vate affairs had fallen into some disorder; and it was 
not without satisfaction that he resumed the practice 
of law, and devoted himself to the culture of his plan- 
tation. Soon after this he removed to Williamsburg, 
for the better education of his children; and he again 
took his seat in the Legislature of Virginia. 


By the Southern Whigs, he was sent to the national 
convention at Harrisburg to nominate a President in 
1839. ‘The majority of votes were given to Gen. Har- 
rison, a genuine Whig, much to the disappointment of 
the South, who wished for Henry Clay. To concili- 
ate the Southern Whigs and to secure their vote, the 
convention then nominated John Tyler for Vice Pres- 
ident. It was well known that he was, not in sympa- 
thy with the Whig party in the North: but the Vice 
President has but very little power in the Govern- 
ment, his main and almost only duty being to pre- 
side over the meetings of the Senate. Thus it hap- 
pened that a Whig President, and, in reality, a 
Democratic Vice President were chosen. 


In 1841, Mr. Tyler was inaugurated Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States. In one short month from 
that time, President Harrison died, and Mr. Tyler 
thus found himself, to his own surprise and that of 
the whole Nation, an occupant of the Presidential 
chair. This was a new test of the stability of our 
Institutions, as it was the first time in the history of our 
country that such an event had occured. Mr, Tyler 
was at home in Williamsburg when he received the 
unexpected tidings of the death of President Harri- 
son. He hastened to Washington, and on the 6th of 
April was inaugurated to the high and responsible 
office. He was placed in a position of exceeding 
delicacy and difficulty. All his long life he had been 
opposed to the main principles of the party which had 
brought him into power. He had ever been a con- 
sistent, honest man, with an unblemished record. 
Gen. Harrison had selected a Whig cabinet. Should 
he retain them, and thus surround himself with coun- 
-!j)\| sellors whose views were antagonistic to his own? or, 
fy on the other hand, should he turn against the party 
which had elected him and select a cabinet in har- 

y with himself, and which would oppose all those 
ji. views which the Whigs deemed essential to the pub- 

) lic welfare? This was his fearful dilemma. He in- 
eee vited the cabinet which President Harrison had 
i selected to retain their seats. He reccommended a 

/, day of fasting and prayer, that God would guide and 
heey bless us. 
t The Whigs carried through Congress a bill for the 
| incorporation of a fiscal bank of the United States. 
=“) The President, after ten days’ delay, returned it with 
his veto, He suggested, however, that he would 


Pete a ree) 
F { 
Wie 


an i Bets te Nh ¥ 


; | Dea Onan 0 PO Ld dere ey Be j 
ly é | ue tet ee i 
---- pespeapannal 1 nace ean i} qd 
pd pS ped pt ped pt rt | Ey pet gad pak onl FY 


‘= oe 


T—s-s—t- 
B= 7 


it 


i we) pes escco cess sesesesessssteas i i he 
Bay |i i thpsistbbasstaveaqaatiirit li itaaey basi : POS Peers es senses veledesesetesei) 


peetaeeststeetitiad 


i 


JOHN TYLER. 











approve Of a bill drawn up upon such a plan as he 
proposed, Such a bill was accordingly prepared, and 
privately submitted to him. He gave it his approval. 
It was passed without alteration, and he sent it back 
with his veto. Here commenced the open rupture. 
Itis said that Mr. Tyler was provoked to this meas- 
ure by a published letter from the Hon. John M. 
Botts, a distinguished Virginia Whig, who severely 
touched the pride of the President. 

The opposition now exultingly received the Presi- 
dent into their arms. ‘The party which elected him 
denounced him bitterly. All the members of his 
cabinet, excepting Mr. Webster, resigned. The Whigs 
of Congress, both the Senate and the House, held a 
meeting and issued an address to the people of the 
United States, proclaiming that all political alliance 
between the Whigs and President Tyler were at 
an end. 

Still the President attempted to conciliate. He 
appointed a new cabinet of distinguished Whigs and 
Conservatives, carefully leaving out all strong party 
men, Mr. Webster soon found it necessary to resign, 
forced out by the pressure of his Whig friends. ‘Thus 
the four years of Mr. Tyler’s unfortunate administra- 
tion passed sadly away. No one was satisfied. The 
land was filled with murmurs and vituperation. Whigs 
and Democrats alike assailed him. More and more, 
however, he brought himself into sympathy with his 
old friends, the Democrats, until atthe close of his term, 
he gave his whole influence to the support of Mr. 
Polk, the Democratie candidate for his successor. 


On the 4th of March, 1845, he retired from the 
harassments of office, tothe regret of neither party, and 
probably to his own unspeakable relief. His first wife, 
Miss Letitia Christian, died in Washington, in 1842; 
and in June, 1844, President Tyler was again married, 


_at New York, to Miss Julia Gardiner, a young lady of 


many personal and intellectual accomplishments. 
The remainder of his days Mr. Tyler passed mainly 
in retirement at his beautiful home,—Sherwood For- 
est, Charles-city Co., Va. A polished gentleman in 
his manners, richly furnished with information from 


books and experience in the world, and possessing §: 
brilliant powers of conversation, his family circle was § 
With sufficient 


the scene of unusual attractions. 
means for the exercise of a generous hospitality, he 
might have enjoyed a serene old age with the few 
friends who gathered around him, were it not for the 
Storms of civil war which his own principles and 
policy had helped to introduce. 

_ When the great Rebellion rose, which the State- 
rights and nullifying doctrines of Mr. John C, Cal- 
houn had inaugurated, President Tyler renounced his 


allegiance to the United States, and joined the Confed- & 


erates. He was chosen a member of their Congress; 
and while engaged in active measures to destroy, by 
force of arms, the Government over which he had 
once presided, he was taken sick and soon died, 
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N), President of the United States, 
A\ @) was born in Mecklenburg Co., 
i N. C., Nov. 2, 1795. His par- 
ents were Samuel and Jane 
(Knox) Polk, the former a son 
of Col. Thomas Polk, who located 
at the above place, as one of the 
first pioneers, In 1735. 

In the year 1306, with his wife 
‘| and children, and soon after fol- 
A, lowed by most of the members of 
i the Polk famly, Samuel Polk emi- 
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grated some two or three hundred 
iP miles farther west, to the rich valley 
ofthe Duck River. Here in the 
midst of the wilderness, in a region 
which was subsequently called Mau- 
ty Co., they reared their log huts, 
and established their homes. In the 
hard toil of a new farm in the wil- 
derness, James K. Polk spent the 
early years of his childhood and 
youth. His father, adding the pur- 
suit of a surveyor to that of a farmer, 
gradually increased in wealth until 
} he became one of the leading men of the region. His 
{ mother was a superior woman, of strong common 
; sense and earnest piety. 

; Very early in life, James developed a taste for 
j reading and expressed the strongest desire to obtain 
+ a liberal education. His mother’s training had made 
: him methodical in his habits, had taught him punct- 
uality and industry, and had inspired him with lofty 
‘f Principles of morality. His health was frail ; and his 
zit father, fearing that he might not be able to endure a 











a 


Jide 
;oeeee S < « 












SY Fare eR ee yess ! 
gue | Menai RT TEE | 

/ SB oe be petirereces eee i Te; fi a 
ad | ES eerie UHH Naa y 


















SMILED 
: Pores y. ican 
i rr rer: 


A eee 





Per 


sedentary life, got a situation for him behind the 
counter, hoping to fit him for commercial pursuits. 
This was to James a bitter disappointment. He 
had no taste for these duties, and his daily tasks 
were irksome in the extreme. He remained in this 
uncongenial occupation but a few weeks, when at his 
earnest solicitation his father removed him, and made 
arrangements for him to prosecute his studies. Soon 
after he sent him to Murfreesboro Academy. With 
ardor which could scarcely be surpassed, he pressed 
forward in his studies, and in less than two and a half 
years, in the autumn of 181 5, entered the sophomore 
class in the University of North Carolina, at Chapel 


Hill. Here he was one of the most exemplary of _)_ 


scholars, 


himself t 
service, 


He graduated in 1818, with the highest honors, be- 
ing deemed the best scholar of his class, both in 
mathematics and the classics. He was then twenty- 
three years of age. Mr. Polk’s health was at this 
fime much impaired by the assiduity with which he 
had prosecuted his studies. After a short season of 
relaxation he went to Nashville, and entered the 
office of Felix Grundy, to study law. Here Mr. Polk 


punctual in every exercise, never allowing 
© be absent from a recitation or a religious 


Tenewed his acquaintance with Andrew Jackson, who | 


resided on his plantation, the Hermitage, but a few 
miles from Nashville. They had probably been 
slightly acquainted before. 

Mr, Polk’s father was a Jeffersonian Republican, 
and James K. Polk ever adhered to the same politi- 
cal faith. He was a popular public speaker, and was 
constantly called upon to address the meetings of his 
party friends, 


he was popularly called the Napoleon of the stump. 
He was a man of unblemished morals, genial and 
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His skill as a speaker was such that >. 





























































tourteous in his bearing, and with that sympathetic 
nature in the joys and griefs of others which ever gave 
him troops of friends. In 1823, Mr. Polk was elected 
to the Legislature of Tennessee. Here he gave his 
strong influence towards the election of his friend, 
Mr. Jackson, to the Presidency of the United States. 
In January, 1824, Mr. Polk married Miss Sarah 
Childress, of Rutherford Co,, Tenn. His bride was 
|altogether worthy of him,—a lady of beauty and cul- 
ture. In the fall of 1825, Mr. Polk was chosen a 
member of Congress. The satisfaction which he gave 
to his constituents may be inferred from the fact, that 
for fourteen successive years, until 1839, he was con- 
tinued in that office. He then voluntarily withdrew, 
only that he might accept the Gubernatorial chair 


-¥ of Tennessee. In Congress he was a laborious 
-. member, a frequent and a popular speaker. He was 
— always in his seat, always courteous; and whenever 
. he spoke it was always to the point, and without any 
* ambitious rhetorical display. 
24 d During five sessions of Congress, Mr. Polk was 
| j) Speaker of the House Strong passions were roused, 
" Ld and stormy scenes were witnessed ; but Mr. Polk per- 
a : formed his arduous duties to a very general satisfac- 
a ~ tion, and a unanimous vote of thanks to him was 
ex _ passed by the House as he withdrew on the 4th of 
=e March, 1839. 
+ In accordance with Southern usage, Mr, Polk, asa 
ae : candidate for Governor, canvassed the State, He was 
AS elected by a large majority, and on the 14th of Octo- 
be ‘ ber, 1839, took the oath of office at Nashville, In 1841, 
sn his term of office expired, and he was again the can- 
~=t didate of the Democratic party, but was defeated. | 
+ af On the 4th of March, 1845, Mr. Polk was inaugur- 
ated President of the United States. The verdict of 
a. | the country in favor of the annexation of Texas, exerted 
. ‘ its influence upon Congress ; and the last act of the 
Bret. administration of President Tyler was to affix his sig- 
‘ nature to a joint resolution of Congress, passed on the 
” a =1%)3d of March, approving of the annexation of Texas to 
Pas . Oy ithe American Union. As Mexico still claimed Texas 
“a as one of her provinces, the Mexican minister, 
ry cue Almonte, immediately demanded his passports and 
o ™~ ni j| left the country, declaring the act of the annexation 
4 woe ‘to be an act hostile to Mexico. 
2. i nil In his first message, President Polk urged that 
i ji Texas should immediately, by act of Congress, be re- 
ae peal ceived into the Union on ‘the same footing with the 
ei | hy | other States. In the meantime, Gen. Taylor was sent 
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sent first to Nueces, which the Mexicans said was the 
western boundary of Texas. Then he was sent nearly 
two hundred miles further west, to the Rio Grande, 
where he erected batteries which commanded the 
Mexican city of Matamoras, which was situated on 
the western banks. 

The anticipated collision soon took place, and war 
was declared against | Mexico by President Polk. The 
war was pushed forward by Mr. Polk’s administration 
with great vigor. Gen. Taylor, whose army was first 
called one of “observation,” then of “occupation,” 
then of “invasion,” was sent forward to Monterey. The 
feeble Mexicans, in every encounter, were hopelessly 
and awfully slaughtered. The day of judgement 
alone can reveal the misery which this war caused. 
It was by the ingenuity of Mr. Polk’s administration 
that the war was brought on. 

‘To the victors belong the spoils.” Mexico was 
prostrate before us. Her capital was in our hands. 
We now consented to peace upon the condition that 
Mexico should surrender to us, in addition to Texas, 
all of New Mexico, and all of Upper and Lower Cal- 


= 
with an army into Texas to hold the country. He was , 


sii 


ifornia. ‘his new demand embraced, exclusive of 
This 
was an extent of territory equal to nine States of the 


Texas, eight hundred thousand square miles, 


size of New York. Thus slavery was securing eighteen 
majestic States to be added tothe Union, There were 
there were 
In the prosecution 
of this war, we expended twenty thousand lives and 


some Americans who thought it all right: 
others who thought it all wrong. 


LEM ESE 


more than a hundred million of dollars. Of this 
money fifteen millions were paid to Mexico. 

On the 3d of March, 1849, Mr. Polk retired from 
office, haviny served one term. The next day was § 
Sunday. On the 5th, Gen. Taylor was inaugurated 
as his successor. Mr Polk rode to the Capitol in the 
same carriage with Gen. Taylor; and the same even- 
ing, with Mrs. Polk, he commenced his return to 
Tennessee. He was then but fifty-four years of age. 
He had ever been strictly temperate in all his habits, 
and his health was good, With an ample fortune, 
a choice library, a cultivated mind, and domestic ties 
of the dearest nature, it seemed as though long years 
of tranquility and happiness were before him. But the 
cholera—that fearful scourge— was then sweeping up 
the Valley of the Mississippi. This he contracted, 
and died on the 15th of June, 1849, in the fifty-fourth 
year of his age, greatly mourned by his countrymen, 
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ACHARY TAYLOR, twelfth 
President of the United States, 
was born on the 24th of Nov., 
1784, in Orange Co,, Va. His 
© father, Colonel Taylor, was 
a Virginian of note, and a dis- 
tinguished patriot and soldier of 
the Revolution. - When Zachary 
was an infant, his father with his 
wife and two children, emigrated 
to Kentucky, where he settled in 
the pathless wilderness, a few 
miles from Louisville. In this front- 
ier home, away from civilization and 
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. all its refinements, young Zachary 
could enjoy but few social and educational advan- 
tages. When six years of age he attended a common 
“school, and was then regarded as a bright, active boy, 
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jrather remarkable for bluntness and decision of char- 
‘acter He was strong, fearless and self-reliant, and 
manifested a strong desire to enter the army to fight 
{the Indians who were ravaging the frontiers. There 
His little to be recorded of the uneventful years of his 
childhood on his father’s large but lonely plantation. 
In 1808, his father succeeded in obtaining for him 
ithe commission of lieutenant in the United States 
‘army ; and he joined the troops which were stationed 
‘at New Orleans under Gen. Wilkinson: 
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Soon after 
sthis he married Miss Margaret Smith, a young lady 


from one of the first families of Maryland, 
Immediately after the declaration of war with Eng- 
land, in 1812, Capt. Taylor (for he had then been 
promoted to that rank) was put in command of Fort 
Harrison, on the Wabash, about fifty miles above 
2 Vincennes. This fort had been built in the wilder- 
‘ness by Gen. Harrison,on his march to Tippecanoe, 
; Tt was one of the first points of attack by the Indians, 
pled by Tecumseh, Its garrison consisted of a broken 
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company of infantry numbering fifty men, many of 
whom were sick, 

Early in the autumn of 1812, the Indians, stealthily, 
and in large numbers, moved upon the fort. Their 
approach was first indicated by the murder of two 
soldiers just outside of the stockade. Capt. Taylor 
made every possible preparation to meet the antici- 
pated assault. On the 4th of September, a band of 
forty painted and plumed savages came to the fort, 
waving a white flag, and informed Capt. Taylor that 
in the morning their chief would come to have a talk 
with him. It was evident that their object was merely 
to ascertain the state of thin gs at the fort, and Capt. 
Taylor, well versed in the wiles of the savages, kept 
them at a distance. 

The sun went down; the savages disappeared, the 
garrison slept upon their arms. One hour before 
midnight the war whoop burst from a thousand lips 
in the forest around, followed by the discharge of 
musketry, and the rush of tke foe. Every man, sick 
and well, sprang to his post. Every man knew that 
defeat was not merely death, but in the case of cap- 
ture, death by the most agonizing and prolonged tor- 
tare, No pen can describe, no immagination can 
conceive the scenes which ensued, The savages suc- 
ceeded in setting fire to one of the block-houses- 
Until s1x o'clock in the morning, this awful conflict 
continued. The savages then, baffled at every point, 
and gnashing their teeth with rage, retired. Capt, 
Taylor, for this gallant defence, was promoted to the » 
rank of major by brevet. | 

Until the close of the war, Major Taylor was placed 
in such situations that he saw but little more of active 
service. He was sent far away into the depthsof the 
wilderness, to Fort Crawford, on Fox River, which 
empties into Green Bay. Here there was but little 
to be done but to wear away the tedious hours as one 
best could. There were no books, no society, no in- 


C) 

























ap 

Reeeati er 

A eetentessesteeseetesesstesely gui pees: 

= PRATEVURORELODIUCTSESTSSITET SG STRUTT Oe 0 Cp De PH pose ee tesseetasstetasetatesett| | ay rex 
Be |! aD UPSET Ager Li peeeerel eye dn tet | Lahef i4 iA 

MUS EEEATEXSERSORDGAAS SEO RGRE) | PES stsssts lis bsessaeheeee tint © i. 

yrsrarerissy ase FRAY) | | Cloke ok 





Mercian 
"Seah aaees 
, 


ZACHARY TAYLOR. 


- 


































tellectual stimulus. ‘Thus with him the uneventful 
years rolled on Gradually he rose to the rank of 
colonel. In the Black-Hawk war, which resulted in 
the capture of that renowned chieftain, Col ‘Taylor 
took a subordinate but a brave and efficient part. 
For twenty-four years Col. Taylor was engaged in 
the defence of the frontiers, in scenes so remote, and in 
employments so obscure, that his name was unknown 
beyond the limits of his own immediate acquaintance. 


_ Inthe year 1836, he was sent to Florida to compel 


the Seminole Indians to vacate that region and re- 
tire beyond the Mississippi, as their chiefs by treaty, 


had promised they should do. The services rendered - 


here secured for Col. Taylor the high appreciation of 
the Government; and as a reward, he was elevated 
to the rank of brigadier-general by brevet; and soon 


after, in May, 1838, was appointed to the chief com- 
mand of the United States troops in Florida. 











had never been heard of, save in connection with Palo 
Aito, Resaca de la Palma, Monterey and Buena 
Vista. It is said that Daniel Webster, in his haste re- 
marked, “ It is a nomination not fit to be made.” 
Gen. Taylor was not an eloquent speaker nor a fine : 
writer. His friends took possession of him, and pre- 
pared such few communications as it was needful : 
should be presented to the public. The popularity of 5: 
the successful warrior swept the land. He was tri- 
: 
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umphantly elected over two opposing candidates,— 
Gen. Cass and Ex-President Martin Van Buren. 
Though he selected an excellent,cabinet, the good 
old man found himself in a very uncongenial position, 
and was, at times, sorely perplexed and harassed. 
His mental sufferings were very severe, and probably 
tended to hasten his death. The pro-slavery party 
was pushing its claims with tireless energy, expedi- 
tions were fitting out to capture Cuba; California was 









































: After two years of such wearisome employment | pleading for admission to the Union, while slavery i 
amidst the everglades of the peninsula, Gen. Taylor | stood at the door to bar her out. Gen. Taylor found iu 

obtained, at his own request, a change of command, | the political conflicts in Washington to be far more 14 

: and was stationed over the Department of the South- trying to the nerves than battles with Mexicans or if 
| west. This field embraced Louisiana, Mississippi, | Indians. ah 
~ Alabama, and Georgia. Establishing his headquarters In the midst of all these troubles, Gen. Taylor, iW 
= at Fort Jessup, in Louisiana, he removed his family | after he had occupied the Presidential chair but little 4 
— to a plantation which he purchased, near Baton Rogue. | over a year, took cold, and after a brief sickness of i 
.* Here he remained for five years, buried, as it were, | put little over five days, died on the gth of July, 1850. 1 
-s F from the world, but faithfully discharging every duty | His last words were, ‘‘I am not afraid to die. I am h 
imposed upon him. ready. I have endeavored todo my duty.” He died h 
ie — In 1846, Gen. Taylor was sent to guard the land | universally respected and beloved. An honest, un- 3 
ae between the Nueces and Rio Grande, the latter river | pretending man, he had been steadily growing in the # y 
war _ being the boundary of Texas, which was then claimed | affections of the people; and the Nation bitterly la- 54) 
+ : by ee See States. Soon the war with Mexico | mented his death. ti 
~ s hi Bet pase ices nie a Resaca de la Gen. Scott, who was thoroughly acquainted with a 
i Mexicans, “The Te pee ctorles over the | Gen, Taylor, gave the following graphic and truthful a 
nas See rank Of major-general by brevet | description of his character:—“ With a good store of §)1! 
~~ was then conferred upon Gen. Taylor, and his name | common sense, Gen. T aylor’s mind had not been en- i 
ie: ila with enthusiasm almost everywhere in larged and refreshed by reading, or much converse y 
a , Petar one iiatoer cae Monterey and | with the world. Rigidity of ideas was the conse- H1U 
, Reeth lataet than h £ 4 Cala over | quence. The frontiers and small military posts had 4 y 
x His carel bt ‘ Selina om sc been his home, Hence he was quite ignorant for his {1} 
ad, _ 1118 Careless habits of dress and his unaffected | rank, and quite bigoted in his ignorance. His sim- ay 
ne simplicity, secured for Gen. Taylor among his troops, | plicity was child-like, and with innumerable preju- 
7“ : the sobr ag uEr of “Old Rough and Ready.’ dices, amusing and incorrigible, well suited to the fel 
’ The tidings of the brilliant victory of Buena Vista | tender age. Thus, if a man, however respectable, ian 
y spread the wildest enthusiasm over the country. The | chanced to wear a coat of an unusual color, or hishat # 
a ti name of Gen. Taylor was on every one’s lips. The | 4 little on one side of his head; or an officer to leave a 
ot /oea\| Whig party decided to take advantage of this wonder- | a corner of his handkerchief dangling from an out- » |) 
a. Y ful popularity in bringing forward the unpolished, un- | side pocket,—in any such case, this critic held the ty 
“2 ~))/) lettered, honest soldier as their candidate for the | offender to be a coxcomb (perhaps something worse), ‘ty 
~, _- Pate Presidency. Gen. Taylor was astonished at the an- | whom he would not, to use his oft repeated phrase, § | 
— ee ¥ nouncement, and for a time would not listen toit; de- | ‘touch with a pair of tongs,’ iy 
see re 7, claring that he was not atall qualified for such an “Any allusion to literature beyond good old Dil- a 
‘ i beeen office. So little interest had he taken in politics that, | worth’s spelling-book, on the part of one wearing a + at 
+ ae ib i for forty years, he had not cast a vote. It was not | sword, was evidence, with the same judge, of utter i 
iw “< ath without chagrin that several distinguished statesmen | unfitness for heavy marchings and combats. In short, a 
apt, i sph who had been long years in the public service found few men have ever had a more comfortable, labor- 1 
nae - i 7 their claims set aside in behalf of one whose name | saving contempt for learning of every kind.” th 
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; When fourteen years of age, 


} Near the mill there was a small villiage, 
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¥ ILLARD FILLMORE, thir- 
W@) teenth President of the United 
(@) States, was born at Summer 
Hill, Cayuga Co., N. Y - on 
the 7th of January, 1800. His 
father was a farmer, and ow- 
ing to misfortune, in humble cir- 
cumstances. Of his mother, the 
daughter of Dr. Abiathar Millard, 
» of Pittsfield, Mass., it has been 
said that she possessed an intellect 
of very high order, united with much 
personal loveliness, sweetness of dis- 
position, graceful manners and ex- 
quisite sensibilities, She died in 
aU 1831; having lived to see her son a 
young man of distinguished prom- 
ise, though she was not permitted to witness the high 
dignity which he finally attained, 

In consequence of the secluded home and limited 
means of his father, Millard enjoyed but slender ad- 
vantages for education in his early years. The com- 
mon schools, which he occasionally attended were 
very imperfect institutions; and books were scarce 
and expensive. There was nothing then jn his char- 
acter to indicate the brilliant career upon which he 
was about to enter. He was a plain farmer’s boy ; 
intelligent, good-looking, kind-hearted, The sacred 
influences of home had taught him to revere the Bible, 
and had laid the foundations of an u pright character, 
his father sent him 
some hundred miles from home, to the then wilds of 
Livingston County, to learn the trade of a clothier, 


where some 
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enterprising man had commenced the collection of a 
village library. This proved an inestimable blessing 
to young Fillmore. His evenings were spent in read- 
ing. Soon every leisure moment was occupied with 
books. His thirst for knowledge became insatiate ; 
and the selections which he made were continually 
more elevating and instructive. He tread history, 
biography, oratory, and thus gradually there was en- 
kindled in his heart a desire to be something more 
than a mere worker with his hands; and he was be- 
coming, almost unknown to himself, a well-informed, 
educated man, 

The young clothier had now attained the age of 
nineteen years, and was of fine personal appearance 
and of gentlemanly demeanor, It so happened that 
there was a gentleman in the neighborhood of ample 
pecuniary means and of benevolence,—Judge Walter 
Wood,—who was struck with the prepossessing ap- 


pearance of young Fillmore, 
ance, 


attainments that he advised him to abandon his 


trade and devote himself to the study of thelaw. The 
young man replied, that he had no means of his own, 
no friends to help him and that his previous educa- 
tion had been very imperfect. But Judge Wood had 
so much confidence in him that he kindly offered to 
take him into his own office, and to loan him such 
money as he needed. Most gratefully the generous 
offer was accepted. 

There is in many minds a strange delusion about 
a collegiate education. A young man is supposed to 
be liberally educated if he has graduated at some col- 
lege. But many a boy loiters through university hall ; 


He made his acquaint- _ 
and was so much impressed with his ability and | 


and then enters a law office, who is by no means as 
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MILLARD FILLMORE. 





| jy well prepared to prosecute his legal studies as was 
fui! Millard Fillmore when he graduated at the clothing- 
| mill at the end of four years of manual labor, during 
fu) which every leisure moment had been devoted to in- 
i, tense mental"culture. 
4, In 1823, when twenty-three years of age, he was 
j) admitted to the Court of Common Pleas, He then 
in) went to the village of Aurora, and commenced the 
practice of law. In this secluded, peaceful region, 
1is practice of course was limited, and there was no 
opportunity for a sudden rise in fortune or in fame. 
Here, in the year 1826, he married a lady of great 
==i\jmoral worth, and one capable of adorning any station 
i} (she might be called to fill,—Miss Abigail Powers. 
nm His elevation of character, his untiring industry, 
his legal acquirements, and his skill as an advocate, 
gradually attracted attention; and he was invited to 
enter into partnership under highly advantageous 
f;Eeircumstances, with an elder member of the bar in 
5 Buffalo. Just before removing to Buffalo, in 1829, 
he took his seat in the House of Assembly, of the 
=| State of New York, as a representative from Erie 
Ln le County. Though he had never taken a very active 
\ i part in politics, his vote and his sympathies were with 
y fj the Whig party. The State was then Democratic, 
i) 4) and he found himself in a helpless minority in the 
































‘a 4 
Ro \\lj==jl|/ Legislature, still the testimony comes from al] parties, 
Mek l i that his courtesy, ability and integrity, won, to a very 
2 . i ean degree the tespect of his associates, 

Li f In the autumn of 1832, he was elected to a seat in 
: (Ei=il|the United States Congress He entered that troubled 


4 4 arena in some of the most tumultuous hours of our 
ms HL national history. The great conflict respecting the 
" eh national bank and the removal of the deposits, was 
. I hen raging, 

| l His term of two years closed; and he returned to 
BI 4 his profession, which he pursued with increasing rep- 
= utation and success. After a lapse of two years 
ul he again became a candidate for Congress; was re- 
as aorelected, and took his seat in 1837. His past expe. 
/ rience as a representative gave him strength and 
Bah onfidence. The first term of service in Congress to 
“J th 5 “any man can be but little more than an introduction, 


}), He was now prepared for active duty. All his ener- 
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‘| he was elected Comptroller of the State. 
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Mr. Fillmore had attained the age of forty-seven 
years. His labors at the bar, in the Legislature, in 
Congress and as Comptroller, had given him very con- 
siderable fame. The Whigs were casting about to 
find suitable candidates for President and Vice-Presi- 
dent at the approaching election. Far away,on the 
waters of the Rio Grande, there was a rough old 
soldier, who had fought one or two successful battles 
with the Mexicans, which had caused his name to be 
proclaimed in trumpet-tones all over the land. But 
it was necessary to associate with him on the same 
ticket some man of reputation as a statesman, 

Under the influence of these considerations, the 
names of Zachary Taylor and Millard Fillmore became 
the rallying-cry of the Whigs, as their candidates for 
President and Vice-Peesident. The Whigticket was 
signally triumphant. On the 4th of March, 1840, 
Gen, Taylor was inaugurated President, and Millard 
Fillmore Vice-President, of the United States. 

On the 9th of July, 1850, President Taylor, but 
about one year and four months after his inaugura- 
tion, was suddenly taken sick and died. By the Con- 
stitution, Vice-President Fillmore thus became Presi- 
dent. He appointed a very able cabinet, of which 
the illustrious Daniel Webster was Secretary of State, 

Mr. Fillmore had very serious difficulties to contend 
with, since the opposition had a majority in both 
Houses. He did everything in his power to conciliate 
the South; but the pro-slavery party in the South felt 
the inadequacy of all measures of transient conciliation, 
The population of the free States was so rapidly in- 
creasing over that of the slave States that it was in- 
evitable that the power of the Government should 
soon pass into the hands of the free States. The 
famous compromise measures were adopted under Mr. 
Fillmore’s adminstration, and the Japan Expedition 
was sent out. On the 4th of March, 1853, Mr, Fill- 
more, having served one term, retired. 

In 1856, Mr, Fillmore was nominated for the Pres- 
idency by the “ Know Nothing ” party, but was beaten 
by Mr. Buchanan, After that Mr, Fillmore lived in 
retirement. During the terrible conflict of civil war, 
he was mostly silent. It was generally supposed that 
his sympathies were rather with those who were en- 
deavoring to overthrow our institutions, President 
Fillmore kept aloof from the conflict, without any 
cordial words of cheer to the one party or the other. 
He was thus forgotten by both. He lived to a ripe 
old age, and died in Buffalo, N. Y., March 8, 1874. 
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RANKLIN PIERCE, the 
fourteenth President of the 
United States, was born in 
Hillsborough, N. H., Novy. 
23, 1804. His father was a 
Revolutionary soldier, who, 
with his own strong arm, 
hewed out a home in the 
wilderness. He was a man 
of inflexible integrity; of 
strong, though uncultivated 
mind, and an uncompromis- 
ing Democrat. The mother of 
Franklin Pierce was all that a son 
could desire,—an intelligent, pru- 
dent, affectionate, Christian wom- 
) an, Franklin was the sixth of eight children. 
Franklin was a very bright and handsome boy, gen- 
; fous, warm-hearted and brave. He won alike the 
J love of old and young. ‘The boys on the play.ground 
loved him. His teachers loved him. The neighbors 
‘looked upon him with pride and affection. He was 
iy | by instinct a gentleman; always speaking kind words, 
doing kind deeds, with a peculiar unstudied tact 
i} which taught him what was agreeable. Without de- 
4 veloping any precocity of genius, or any unnatural 
; devotion to books, he was a good scholar; in body, 


/in mind, in affections, a finely-developed boy. 
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When sixteen years of age, in the year 1820, he 
5 €ntered Bowdoin College, at Brunswick, Me He was 
; one of the most popular young men in the college. 
pThe purity of his moral character, the unvarying 
Leia attesy of his demeanor, his rank as a scholar, and 
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genial nature, rendered him a universal favorite. 
There was something very peculiarly winning in his 
address, and it was evidently not in the slightest de- 
gree studied : it was the simple outgushing of his 
own magnanimous and loving nature. 

Upon graduating, in the year 1824, Franklin Pierce 
commenced the study of law in the office of Judge 
Woodbury, one of the most distinguished lawyers of 
the State, and a man of great private worth. The 
eminent social qualities of the young lawyer, his 
father’s prominence as a public man, and the brilliant 
political career into which Judge Woodbury was en- 
tering, all tended to entice Mr. Pierce into the faci- 


nating yet perilous path of political life. With all 
the ardor of his nature he espo 


rased the cause of Gen, 
Jackson for the Presidency. He commenced the 


practice of law in Hillsborough, and was soon elected 
to represent the town in the State Legislature. Here 
he served for four years. The last two years he was 
chosen speaker of the house by a very large vote. 


In 1833, at the age of twenty-nine, he was elected 
a member of Congress. Without taking an active 
part In debates, he was faithful and laborious in duty, 
and ever rising in the estimation of those with whom 
he was associatad. 

In 1837, being then but thirty-three years of age, 
he was elected to the Senate of the United States; 
taking his seat just as Mr. Van Buren commenced 
his administration. He was the youngest memberin 
the Senate. In the year 1834, he married Miss Jane 
Means Appleton, a lady of rare beauty and accom- 
plishments, and one admirably fitted to adorn every 
station with which her husband was honored. Of the 
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three sons who were born to them, all now sleep with 
their parents in the grave. 

In the year 1838, Mr. Pierce, with growing fame 
and increasig business as a lawyer, took up his 
residence in Concord, the capital of New Hampshire. 
President Polk, upon his accession to office, appointed 
Mr. Pierce attorney-general of the United States; but 
the offer was declined, in consequence of numerous 
professional engagements at home, and the precariuos 
state of Mrs. Pierce’s health. He also, about the 
same time declined the nomination for governor by the 
Democratic party. The war with Mexico called Mr, 
Pierce in the army. , Receiving the appointment of 
brigadier-general, he embarked, with a portion of his 
troops, at Newport, R. I.,on the 27th of May, 1847. 
|| He took an important Me in this war, proving him- 
self a brave and true soldier. 

When Gen. Pierce reached his home in his native 
State, he was received enthusiastically by the advo- 
cates of the Mexican war, and coldly by his oppo- 
nents. He resumed the practice of his profession, 
very frequently taking an active part in political ques- 
tions, giving his cordial support to the pro-slavery 
wing of the Democratic party. The compromise 
measures met cordially with his approval; and he 
strenuously advocated the enforcement of the infa- 
mous fugitive-slave law, which so shocked the reli gious 
sensibilities of the North. He thus became distin- 
guished as a “Northern man with Southern principles.” 
The strong partisans of slavery in the South conse- 
quently regarded him as a man whom they could 
safely trust in office to carry out their plans. 

On the r2th of June, 1852, the Democratic conven- 
| tion met in Baltimore to nominate a candidate for the 
Presidency. For four days they continued in session, 
and in thirty-five ballotings no one had obtained a 
two-thirds vote. Not a vote thus far had been thrown 
for Gen. Pierce. Then the Virginia delegation 
if brought forward his name. There were fourteen 


p= received two hundnea and eighty-two votes, and all 
ie *) other candidates eleven. Gen. Winfield Scott was 
hi the Whig candidate. Gen. Pierce was chosen with 
te || great unanimity, Only four States—Vermont, Mas- 
a sachusetts, Kentucky and Tennessee—cast their 
. electoral votes against him Gen. Franklin Pierce 
ai W was therefore inaugurated President of the United 
Aue? States on the 4th of March, 1853. 
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His administration proved one of the most stormy our 
country had ever experienced, The controversy be- 
tween slavery and freedom was then approaching its 
culminating point. It became evident that there was 
an “irrepressible conflict” between them, and that 
this Nation could not long exist “ half slave and _ half 
free.” President Pierce, during the whole of his ad- 
ministration, did every thing he could to conciliate 
the South; but it was allin vain, The conflict every 
year grew more violent, and threats of the dissolution 
of the Union were borne to the North on every South- 
ern breeze. 

Such was the condition of affairs when President 
Pierce approached the close of his four-years’ term 
of office. The North had become thoroughly alien- 
ated from him. The anti-slavery sentiment, goaded 
by great outrages, had been rapidly increasing; all 
the intellectual ability and social worth of President 
Pierce were forgotten in deep reprehension of his. ad- 
ministrative acts. The slaveholders of the South, also, 
unmindful of the fidelity with which he had advo- 
cated those measures of Government which they ap- 
proved, and perhaps, also, feeling that he had 
rendered himself so unpopular as no longer to be 
able acceptably to serve them, ungratefully dropped 
him, and nominated James Buchanan to succeed him. 

On the 4th of March, 1857, President Pierce re- 
tired to his home in Concord. Of three children, two 
had died, and his only surviving child had been 
killed before his eyes by a railroad accident; and his 
wife, one of the most estimable and accomplished of 
ladies, was rapidly sinking in consumption. The 
hour of dreadful gloom soon came, and he was left 
alone in the world, without wife or child. 
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When the terrible Rebellion burst forth, which di- 
vided our country into two parties, and two only, Mr, 
Pierce remained steadfast in the principles which he 
had always cherished, and gave his sympathies to 
that pro-slavery party with which he had ever been 
allied. He declined to do anything, either by voice 
or pen, to strengthen the hand of the National Goy- 
ernment. He continued to reside in Concord until 
the time of his death, which occurred in October, 
1869. He was one of the most genial and social of 
men, an honored communicant of the Episcopal 
Church, and one of the kindest of neighbors. Gen- 
erous to a fault, he contributed liberally for the al- 
leviation of suffering and want, and many of his towns- 
people were often gladened by his material bounty. : 
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AMES BUCHANAN, the fif- 
teenth President of the United 
Statcs, was born in a small 
frontier town, at the foot of the 
. eastern ridge of the Allegha- 
nies, in Franklin Co., Penn., on 
the 23d of April, 1791. The place 
where the humble cabin of his 
father stood was called Stony 
Batter. It was a wild and ro- 
mantic spot in a gorge of the moun- 
tains, with towering summits rising 
grandly all around. His father 
was a native of the north of Ireland; 
a poor man, who had emigrated in 
1783, with little property save his 
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ness, staked his claim, reared his log-hut, 
; Clearing with his axe, and settled down the 


» 
° 


opened a 
re to per- 
j form his obscure part in the drama of life. In this se- 
; cluded home, where James was born, he remained 
for eight years, enjoying but few social or intellectual 
; advantages. When James was eight years of age, his 
: father removed to the village of Mercersburg, where 
‘his son was placed at school, and commenced 
; course of study in English, Latin and Greek, 
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His 
j Progress was rapid, and at the age of fourteen, he 


: 


‘§ entered Dickinson College, at Carlisle. 
3 veloped remarkable talent, and took his stand among 


H the first scholars in the institution, His application 
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abled him to master the most abstruse subjects with 
facility. 

In the year 1809, he graduated, with the highest 
honors of his class. He'was then eighteen years of 
age; tall and graceful, vigorous in health, fond of 
athletic sport, an unerring shot, and enlivened with 
an exuberant flow of animal spirits. He immediately 
commenced the study of law in the city of Lancaster, 
and was admitted to the bar in 1812, when he was 
but twenty-one years of age. Very rapidly he rose 
in his profession, and at once took undisputed stand 
with the ablest lawyers of the State. When but 
twenty-six years of age, unaided by counsel, he suc- 


cessfully defended before the State Senate one of the 
judges of the State, who w 


as tried upon articles of 
impeachment. 


At the age of thirty it was generally 
admitted that he stood at the head of the bar; and. 
there was no lawyer in the State who had a more lu- 
crative practice, 

In 1820, he rehuctantly consented to run as a 
candidate for Congress. He was elected, and for 
ten years he remained a member of the Lower House, 
During the vacations of Congress, he occasionally 
tried some important case, In 1831, he retired 
altogether from the toils of his profession, having ac- 
quired an ample fortune. 

Gen. Jackson, upon his elevation to the Presidency, 
appointed Mr. Buchanan minister to Russia. The 
duties of his mission he performed with ability, which 
gave satisfaction to all parties. Upon his return, in 
1833, he was elected to a seat in the United States 
Senate. He there met, as his associates, Webster, 
Clay, Wright and Calhoun. He advocated the meas- 
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BS sals against France, to enforce the payment of our | ciples, consistently oppose the State-rights party inf i 
pil claims against thatcountry; and defended the course | their assumptions. As President of the United States3. | 
l of the President in his unprecedented and wholesale | bound by his oath faithfully to administer the laws ; | 
ea] removal from office of those who were not the sup- | he could not, without perjury of the grossest kind ul 
porters of his administration. _Upon this question he | unite with those endeavoring to overthrow the repub ah} 
nit was brought into direct collision with Henry Clay. | lic. He therefore did nothing. . i 
| He also, with voice and yote, advocated expunging The opponents of Mr. Buchanan’s administratio) 0 
(yy) from the journal of the Senate the vote of censure | nominated Abraham Lincoln as their standard bearer) i 
in i against Gen, Jackson for removing the deposits. | in the next Presidential canvass, The pro-slavery: 
(i) Earnestly he opposed the abolition of slavery in the party declared, that uf he were elected, and the con-5. | 


District of Columbia, and urged the prohibition of the 
circulation of anti-slavery documents by the United 
States mails. 


trol of the Government were thus taken from thei 
| As to petitions on the subject of slavery, he advo- 


hands, they would secede from the Union, taking) 
with them, as they retired, the National Capitol at 
Washington, and the lion’s share of the territory o 

the United States. 

Mr. Buchanan’s sympathy with the  pro-slaver 
party was such, that he had been willing to offerthem 
far more than they had ventured to claim, All the 
South had professed to ask of the North was non-:- 
intervention upon the subject of slavery, 


cated that they should be respectfully received; and 

) that the reply should be returned, that Congress had 

- i no power to legislate upon the subject. “ Congress,” 

y said he, “might as well undertake to interfere with 

slavery under a foreign government as in any of the 
States where it now exists,” 


Upon Mr. Polk’s accession to the Presidency, Mr. 
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Mr. Bu-#) 
chanan had been ready to offer them the active co- 
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. Buchanan became Secretary of State, and as such, | operation of the Government to defend and extends: 
oS - | took his share of the responsibility in the conduct of | the institution. ai 

Se the Mexican War. Mr. Polk assumed that crossing As the storm increased in violence, the slayeholders#'}) 
T i the N ueces by the American troops into the disputed | claiming the right to secede, and Mr. Buchanan aVOW= |i 
oh territory was not wrong, but forthe Mexicans to cross ing that Congress had no power to prevent It, one of} 


=| the Rio Grande into that territory was a declaration | the most pitiable exlibitions of governmental im-; 


Hep: 


of war. No candid man can read with pleasure the 
account of the course our Government pursued in that 
movement. 

Mr. Buchanan identified himself thoroughly with 
the party devoted to the perpetuation and extension 


becility was exhibited the world has ever seen. . 
declared that Congress had no power to enforce its 
laws in any State which had withdrawn, or which§) 
was attempting to withdraw from the Union. This: 
was not the doctrine of Andrew Jackson, when, with#: 


of slavery, and brought all the energies of his mind 
to bear against the Wilmot Proviso. 
j\| cordial approval to the compromise measures of 1350 
; which included the fugitive-slave law. Mr. Pierce. 
i f upon his election to the Presidency, honored Mr. 
4 i) Buchanan with the mission to England. 


_ in the year 1856, national Democratic conven- 
tion nominated Mr. Buchanan forthe Presidency. ‘The 
political conflict was one of the most severe in which 
our country has ever engaged. All the friends of 
slavery were on one side; all the advocates of its re- 
striction and final abolition, on the other. Mr. Fre- 
mont, the candidate of the enemies of slavery, re- 
a” ceived 114 electoral votes. 


his hand upon his sword-hilt, he exclaimed, “ The} 
Union must and shall be preserved!” ; 


South Carolina seceded in December, 1860; nearly 


three months before the inauguration of President), 


° 


Lincoln. Mr. Buchanan looked on in listless despair. 
The rebel flag was raised in Charleston; Fort Sumpter} 


was besieged; our forts, navy-yards and arsenals; 
were seized; our depots of military stores were plun-!) 
dered ; and our custom-houses and post-offices were. 


appropriated by the rebels. 
The energy Of the rebels, and the imbecility of our 


Executive, were alike marvelous. The Nation looked: 
on in agony, waiting for the slow weeks to glide away,3): 


He gave his 
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, RMN ec madd eaer cece Fae Se aise received | and close the administration, so terrible in its weak-} 
. : Hi tl 74, 618. for F © popular vote stood | ness At length the long-looked-for hour of deliver-: 
Eee 1340,0T0, for Fremont, 1,224,750 for Buchanan. On | ance came, when Abraham Lincoln was to receive the: | 
ig a4 March 4th, 1857, Mr. Buchanan was inaugurated, scepter, seu 
\- aH eee een ten Pa Vaiioey} in life. Only four The administration of President Buchanan was} | | 
free: = oe Hi fr 8 act) up by ne BA years and certainly the most calamitous our country has ex4 {i 
| ni | naa is oh cae 5, “one abi vei, he had been | perienced, His best friends cannot recall it with} i 
NY { fPae ‘i m AS by: cna ad and action for years, were | pleasure, And still more deplorable it is for his famey t | 
Breer see pa e€ des Pras = Government, that they | that in that dreadful conflict which rolled its billows: 
ay NS t sie upon the ruins pei free institutions a | of flame and blood over our whole land, no word cam ah 
| i} nation whose “ees Baa Be should be human slavery. | from his lips to indicate his wish that our country’¢ |) 
| Hee In this emergency, Mr. Buchanan was hopelessly be- banner should triumph over the flag of the rebellion aE 
th wildered. He could not, with his long-avowed prin- | He died at his Wheatland retreat, June tf, 18684, |) 
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BRAHAM LINCOLN, the 


: Cc , . 
HE Gintsentbe Presidents of the | tay yer intake ne bana. Where 
| 1 ete, seg was aN in Abraham soon became the scribe of the uneducated 
[Ht 3 Ab +» Ky., Feb. ra, community around him. He could not have had a “~~ 
f 1809, out the year 1780, a better school than this to teach him to put thoughts [) 
bai: pice y the name of Abraham into words, He also became an eager reader. ‘Ther 
t P Rakes left Virginia with his | books he could obtain were few; but these he read 
u wilds Kens Only +53 then eat re-read until they were almost committed to 
by : 7 | years ory. 


after this emigration, still a young As the years rolled on, the lot of this lowly famil 

man, while working one day in a | was the usual lot of humanity. There were sere 
field, was stealthily approached by | griefs, weddings and funerals. AUiehoweee an 

an Indian andshot dead, His widow | Sarah, to whom he was tenderly attached we ae 
was left in extreme poverty with five | ried when a child of but fourteen years of a e pat 
little children, three boys and two | soon died, The family was gradually scailerean Mr 
girls. Thomas, the youngest of the | Thomas Lincoln sold out his squatter’s claim in 1830, 
boys, was four years of age at his | and emigrated to Macon Co., III 
father’s death. This Thomas was Abraham Lincoln w 
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as then twenty-one years of age. — 












the father of Abraham Lincoln, the | With vigorous h . f {uy e 
s ands he aided his father in rearing 
President of the United States | another log-cabi ili ‘ 
| pss a “cabin. Abraham worked diligently at thi 
| whose name must henceforth forever be enrolled | until he saw the family comfortably wetted aid thelr 
| with the most prominent in the annals of our world. | small lot of enclosed prairie planted with corn, when 
Of course no record has been kept of the life | he announced to his father his intention to leave 
He of one so lowly as Thomas Lincoln. He was among | home, and to gO out into the world and seek his for- 
nek ake poorest of the poor. His home was a wretched tune. Little did he or his friends imagine how bril- ==!) j 
Hi) Pa his food the coarsest and the meanest. lant that fortune was to be. He saw the value of 4 
4 ueation he had none; he could never either read | education and was intensely earnest to improve his _/) 
hy vi nae As soon as he was able to do anything for mind to the utmost of his power He saw the ruin peel 
a umself, he was compelled to leave the cabin of his | Which ardent spirits were causing, and became z; 
h starving mother, and push out into the world, a friend- strictly temperate ; refusing to allow a drop of it toxi- |i: 
h less, wandering boy, seeking work. He hired him- | cating liquor to pass his lips. And he had read in 
hl self Seal hades the whole of his youth as a | God’s word, “Thou shalt not take the name of the 
h laborer in the fields of others. Lord thy God in vain :” and a profane express! 
D When twenty-eight years of age he buil . AY reeeras 
h Ba of bi y 4 narra ke € built a log- | Was never heard to utter. Religion he revered. His 
Peers pele OWT, a ‘ed ancy Hanks, the | morals were pure, and he was uncontaminated by a pi. ; 
h ; daughter a aoe family af Berta otanky emi- | Single vice, IA _ 
yh grants, who had also come from Virgini ae ; ig : 
y : ea Gana Seas ee ae Thei Young Abraham worked for a time as a hired laborer - |, ~~ a 
H DS thin Bcket The ie attiagr ait ten yes cat pce oH among the farmers. Then he went to Springfield, 7 
Ne Woman, gentleyloving, pensive, crested s € | where he was employed in building a large flat-boat. ‘es -' 
ale ; ‘ x an “Corn | Tn this he took a herd of swine, floated them dow : 7” 
If a palace, doomed to toil and pine, and die in a ho | ore OF Swink, Raatsd, the miaage ~~. 
ee AT Rae ada Ane Rocean| be” earn 2 vel, the Sangamon to the Illinois, and thence by the Mis- or 
TEE fal son “1 ’ P i © grate- | sissippi to New Orleans. Whatever Abraham Lin- 
ee on ~ Owe to my angel-mother. coln undertook, he performed so faithfull to give |.) -* 
When he was eight years of ace, his fath i Pea igte bilan bapa dai a | ’ 
sateel eee gnt y ‘ ather sold his | great satisfaction to his employers. In this adven- -= 
ploy 
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his return they placed a store and mill under his care. 

In 1832, at the outbreak of the Black Hawk war, he 
enlisted and was chosen captainof a company. He 
returned to Sangamon County, and although only 23 
years of age, was a candidate for the Legislature, but 
was defeated. He soon after received from Andrew 
Jackson the appointment of Postmaster of New Salem, 
His only post-office was his hat. All the letters he 
received he carried there ready to deliver to those 
he chanced to meet. He studied surveying, and soon 
made this his business. In 1834 he again became a 
candidate for the Legislature, and was elected Mr. 
Stuart, of Springfield, advised him to study law. He 
walked from New Salem to Springfield, borrowed of 
Mr. Stuart a load of books, carried them back and 
began his legal studies. When the Legislature as- 
sembled he trudged on foot with his pack on his back 
one hundred miles to Vandalia, then the capital. In 
1836 he was re-elected to the Legislature. Here it 
was he first met Stephen A, Douglas. In 1839 he re- 
moved to Springfield and began the practice of law. 
His success with the jury was so great that he was 
soon engaged in almost every noted case in the circuit, 


Un 1854 the great discussion began between Mr. 
Lincoln and Mr, Douglas, on the slavery question. 
In the organization of the Republican party in Illinois, 
In 1856, he took an active part, and at once became 
one of the leaders in that party. Mr. Lincoln’s 
Speeches in opposition to Senator Douglas in the con- 
test In 1858 for a seat in the Senate, form a most 
notable part of his history. The issue was on the 
slavery question, and he took the broad ground of 
the Declaration of Independence, that all men are 
created equal. Mr. Lincoln was defeated in this con- 
test, but won afar higher prize. 

The great Republican Convention met at Chicago 
on the 16th of June, 1860. ‘The delegates and 
strangers who crowded the city amounted to twenty- 
five thousand. An immense building called “The 
Wigwam,” was reared to accommodate the Conven- 
tion, There were eleven candidates for whom votes 
were thrown. William H. Seward, a man whose fame 
as a statesman had long filled the land, was the most 
prominent. It was generally supposed he would be 
the nominee, Abraham Lincoln, however, received 
the nomination on the third ballot. Little did he then 
rydream of the weary years of toil and care, and the 
fWibloody death, to which that nomination doomed him: 
| d and as little did he dream that he was to render services 

to his country, which would fix upon him the eyes of 
the whole civilized world, and which would give him 
a place in the affections of his countrymen, second 
Beta! only, if second, to that of Washington. 
| heer _ Election day came and Mr. Lincoln received 180 
electoral votes out of 203 cast, and was, therefore, 
i constitutionally elected President of the United States, 
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ture his employers were so well pleased, that upon | and merciful man, especially by the slaveholders, was 


very reluctantly consented to go. 


The tirade of abuse that was poured upon this good 
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greater than upon any other man ever elected to this © 
high position. In February, 1861, Mr. Lincoln started 
for Washington, stopping in all the large cities on his 
way making speeches. The whole journey was frought 
with much danger. Many of the Southern States had 
already seceded, and several attempts at assassination 
were afterwards brought to light. A gang in Balti- 
more had arranged, upon his arrival to‘ get up a row,” 
and in the confusion to make sure of his death with 
revolvers and hand-grenades, A detective unravelled 
the plot. A secret and special train was provided to 
take him from Harrisburg, through Baltimore, at an 
unexpected hour of the night. The train started at 
half-past ten; and to prevent any possible communi- 
cation on the part ot the Secessionists with their Con- 
federate gang in Baltimore, as soon as the train had 
started the telegraph-wires were cut. Mr. Lincoln 
reached Washington in safety and was inaugurated, 
although great anxiety was felt by all loyal people. 

In the selection of his cabinet Mr. Lincoln gave 
to Mr. Seward the Department of State, and to other 
prominent opponents before the convention he gave 
important positions. 

During no other administration have the duties 
devolving upon the President been so manifold, and 
the responsibilities so great, as those which fell to 
the lot of President Lincoln, Knowing this, and 
feeling his own weakness and inability to meet, and in 
his own strength to cope with, the difficulties, he 
learned early to seek Divine wisdom and guidance in 
determining his plans, and Divine comfort in all his 
trials, both personal and national. Contrary to his 
own estimate of himself, Mr. Lincoln was one of the 
most courageous of men. He went directly into the 
rebel capital just as the retreating foe was leaving, 
with no guard but a few sailors. From the time he 
had left Springfield, in 1861, however, plans had been 
made for his assassination,and he at last fell a victim 
to one of them, April 14, 1865, he, with Gen. Grant, 
was urgently invited to attend Fords’ Theater, It 
was announced that they would Le present. Gen, 
Grant, however, left the city, President Lincoln, feel- 
ing, with his characteristic kindliness of heart, that 
it would be a disappointment if he should fail them, 
While listening to 
the play an actor by the name of John Wilkes Booth 
entered the box where the President and family were 
seated, and fired a bullet into his brains. He died the 
next morning at seven o'clock. 

Never before, in the history of the world was a nation 
plunged into such deep grief by the death of its ruler. 
Strong men met in the streets and wept in speechless 
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anguish. It is not too much to say that a nation was 
Mm tears, His was a life which will fitly become a i 
model, His name as the savior of his country will : 








live with that of Washington’s, its father; his country- 
men being unable to decide which is the greater, 
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u : Ce) = pet JOHNSON, seven- pleased with his zeal] . | nm 
1H : teenth President of the Un} re as Zeal, not only gave him the book, poy : a 
Gel: i nite but assisted him in learni ) ' 
ne States, lhe early life of | into words U 3 combine the letters 
ts Andrew Johnson contains |; *. Under such difficulties he pressed on- 
: ps but | ward laboriously, spending usual] “ 
ne the record of poverty, destitu- | at work in the « , § Usually ten or twelve hours 
ne bape 3 é rk In the shop, and then robbing himself of 
t : tion and friendlessness, He and recreation to devote h ti pe ae 
HER aes * such time as 
te ee December 29, 1808, | reading, as he could to 
ie In INaleigh, N. C. His parents H ah : 
he Tey ”9 © went to Tennessee ih 1826, and located - 
nf belonging to the class of the | Greenville, where he married ; |: mei 
ee poor whites ” of the South. were Cet er ee oF a young lady who pos- 
a fC Pouth, Were | sessed some education. Under her instructi he 
t Y In such circumstances, that they | learned to write and ba edart Hier IC ions ve ~ : 
a could not confer even tne slic] Fs “Rr. a : 
hee : ght- | in the village debating society. af ay ago 
a ! \ est advantages of education upon the students ae ? , y, and a favorite with 
pg the ehild. “When Aja ents of Greenville College. In 1828, he or- 
t é 2 ARE : a : few Was five | ganized a working man’s party, which elected hin * 
4 oes | | ye: age, his ather accidentally alderman, and in 1830 elected him . hic 
ee SOSt his ite while herorically endeavoring to save a position he held three BFE) WICK 
te friend from drowning. Until ten years of age, Andrew He now be an age 
Nt was a ra Sears ’ : San to take a lively interest i ilics 
gl : gged boy about the streets, supported by the | affairs; identifying imc, er est m political 
q ; labor of his mother, who obtained her living with | to whicl ba cal ali ee go 
hE her oon Hahei 8 1 | towhich he belonged. In 1835, he was elected a 
4 his the hee member of the House of Re ; mp 
hi : ¢ Men, having never attended a school one day, | see. He | miceaicn Pate es eS 
i! and being unable ei yp oer te Was then just twenty-seve , 
Tee ne Sate Fey te MeamLGn Orit Wasvaps' | Ee becarhe prerccane ee oe 
q } prenticed to a tailor in his native town. A gentleman | gave hi dh very active member of the legislature, : 
Fry bs . Py Rey aT: $ R ave his a 1esioONn < 7 i - . ~ 
t ) Was 1n the habit of going to the tailor’s shop occasion- | 840 “stumped to the Democratic party, and in 
i) & ally, and reading to the boys at work there, He ae , lumped the State,” advocating Martin Van 
i read from the speeches of distinguished British Bhat is iyi Sa. tothe Presidency, in opposition to those Pet 
r ‘ = en, 4 Be Mees ° oe 
2 men. Andrew, who was endowed with a mind of mo i eee os in this carspaign he acquired much 4 ‘= 
ui th di a te | readiness as a speaker, and extended and j } 
fig an ordinary native ability, became much interested ic 5 ie ; ended and increased oe 
Be leiatecmacharh a dnchicicn. was | is reputation, ts 
pee ese Speeches ; his ambition was roused, and he In 1841, he was : + 
_ fy Was inspired with a strong desire to learn to read aye : 4 € was elected State Senator; in 1843, he N 
Tals eS . YO. ‘ as elected ; =m ; “— 
TBE He accordingly applied himself to the alphabet, and elections, h wanes Bue ere a 
f sing ‘ i 5 ‘ . 
i: oe the assistance of some of his fellow-workmen 18532, ] ek dette eee = 
fi ma, <4 his letters. He then called upon the gentle. | wan” ieee elected Governor of Tennessee, and jp my, - 
: as re-elected in 1855, In all these responsible posi, kJ Re 


7 to borrow the book of speeches. The owner, 
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tions, he discharged his duties with distinguished abil. 
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> ity, and proved himself the warm friend of the work- | opposition to, the principles laid down in that speech. 

: ing classes. In 1857, Mr. Johnson was elected In his loose policy of reconstruction and general 
United States Senator. : amnesty, he was opposed by Congress; and he char- 

Years before, in 1845, he had warmly advocated | acterized Congress as a new rebellion, and Jawlessly 

the annexation of Texas, stating however, as his | defied it, in everything possible, to the utmost. In 

a reason, that he thought this annexation would prob- | the beginning of 1868, on account of “high crimes 

1 J ably prove “to be the gateway out of which the sable | and misdemeanors,” the principal of which was the 

4 sons of Africa are to pass from bondage to freedom, | removal of Secretary Stanton, in violation of the Ten- 

a’ and become merged in a population congenial to | ure of Office Act, articles of impeachment were pre- 

= themselves,” In 1850, he also supported the com- | ferred against him, and the trial began March 23. 

he promise measures, the two essential features of which It was very tedious, continuing for nearly three 

* : were, that the white people of the Territories should | months, A test article of the impeachment was at 

i & be permitted to decide for themselves whether they length submitted to the court forits action. It was 

. would enslave the colored people or not, and that certain that as the court voted upon that article so 

m5 the free States of the North should return to the | would it vote upon all, Thirty-four voices pronounced 

A» South persons who attempted to escape from slavery. | the President guilty. As atwo-thirds vote was neces- 

a : Mr, Johnson was never ashamed of his lowly origin: | sary to his condemnation, he was pronounced ac- 

: on the contrary, he often took pride in avowing that | quitted, notwithstanding the great majority against 
oP he owed his distinction to his own exertions, “Sir,” | him. ‘The change of one vote from the noé guilty 
~~ said he on the floor of the Senate, “I do not forget | side would have sustained the impeachment. 

s. that I am a mechanic; neither do | forget that Adam The President, for the remainder of his term, was 

= < was a tailor and sewed fig leaves, and that our Sav- | but little regarded. He continued, though im potently, 

ne | ior was the son of a carpenter.” his conflict with Congress, His own party did not 

- cae In the Charleston- Baltimore convention of 1860, he | think it expedient to renominate him for the Presi- 

a was the choice of the Tennessee Democrats for. the dency, The Nation rallied, with enthusiasm unpar- 

“ot Presidency. In 1861, when the purpose of the South- | alleled since the days of Washington, around the name 
_ zm Democracy became apparent, he took a. decided | of Gen, Grant. Andrew Johnson was forgotten. 

, stand in favor of the Union, and held that “ slavery | The bullet of the assassin introduced him to the 

Ts agtSt. De held subordinate to the Union at whatever | President's chair, Notwithstanding this, never was 

# cost. He returned to Tennessee, and repeatedly | there presented to a man a better opportunity to im- & 


imperiled his own life to protect the Unionists of 
Tennesee. Tennessee having seceded from the 
Union, President Lincoln, on March 4th, 1862, 


F é % ap- 
pointed him Military Governor of the State, and he 
established ihe most stringent military rule, His 


numerous proclamations attracted wide attention. In 
1864, he was elected Vice-President of the United 
States, and upon the death of Mr. Lincoln, April rs, 
: 1865, became President. In a speech two days later 
jiyihe said, “The American people must be taught, if 
‘By they do not alread feel, that treason is a crime and 
ie pe 
= imust be punished; that the Government will pot 
4, | 
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The people 
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{ , Ujcrimes, and will surely be punished.” Yet his whole 
2) administration, the history of which is so well known, 
hy J) was in utter inconsistency with, and the most violent 
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ye jimust understand that it (treason) is the blackest of | 

















mortalize his name, and to win the gratitude of a 
nation, He failed utterly. He retired to his home 
in Greenville, Tenn., taking no very active part in 
politics until r875 On Jan 26, after an exciting 
struggle, he was chosen by the Legislature of Ten- 
nessee, United States Senator in the forty-fourth Con- 
gress, and took his seat in that budy, at the special 
session convened by President Grant, on the 5th of 
March. On the 27th of July, 1875, the ex-President 
made a visit to his daughter's home, near Carter 
Station, Tenn. When he started on his journey, he was 
apparently in his usual vigorous health, but on reach- 
ing the residence of his child the following day, was 
stricken with paralysis, rendering him unconscious. 
He rallied occasionally, but finally passed away at 
2 A.M., July 31, aged sixty-seven years. His fun- 
eral was attended at Geenyille,on the 3d of August, 
with every demonstration of respect. | 
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LYSSES S. GRANT, the 
eighteenth President of the 
United States, was born on 
the 29th of April, 1822, of 
'> Christian parents, ina humble 
jy home, at Point Pleasant, on the 
md) < banks of the Ohio. Shortly after 
Od his father moved to George. 
\ VGN town, Brown Co., O. In this re- 
‘j)| mote frontier hamlet, Ulysses 
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‘ received a common-school edu- 
cation. Atthe age of seven- 
teen, in the year 1839, he entered 
the Military Academy at West 
Point. 


: Here he was regarded as a 
ig Solid, sensible young man of fair abilities, and of 
i: sturdy, honest character. He took respectable rank 
asa scholar. In June, 1843, he graduated, about the 
fh aniddle in his class, and was sent as heutenant of in- 
if fantry to one of the distant military posts in the Mis- 
: souri Territory. Two years he past in these dreary 
: solitudes, watching the vagabond and eXas perating 
Indians, 
3 The war with Mexico cathe. Lieut. Grant was 
sent with his regiment to Corpus Christi. His first 
battle was at Palo Alto. There was no chance here 
for the exhibition of either skill or heroism, nor at 
; Resaca de la Palma, his second battle, At the battle 
3 of Monterey, his third engagement, it is said that 
; he performed a signal service 
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From Monterey he was sent, with the fourth infantry, 
to aid Gen. Scott, at the siege of Vera Cruz. In 
preparation for the march to the city of Mexico, he 
Was appointed quartermaster of his regiment. At the 
battle of Molino del Rey, he was promoted to a 
first lieutenancy, and was brevetted captain at Cha- 
pultepec. 

At the close of the Mexican War, Capt. Grant re- 
turned with his regiment to New York, and was again 
sent to one of the military posts on the frontier. The 
discovery of gold in California causing an immense 
tide of emigration to flow to the Pacific shores, Capt. 
Grant was sent with a battalion to Fort Dallas, in 
Oregon, for the protection of the interests of the im- 
migrants. Life was wearisome in those wilds. Capt. 
Grant resigned his commission and returned to the 
States; and having married, entered upon the cultiva- 
tion of a small farm near St. fouis, Mo. He had but 
little skill aS a farmer. Finding his toil not te- 
munerative, he turned to mercantile life, entering into 
the leather business, with a younger brother, at Ga- 
lena, Ill. This was in the year 1860, As the tidings 
of ie rebels firing on Fort Sumpter reached the ears 
RE Capt. Grant in his counting-room, he said,— 

Uncle Sam has educated me for the army; though 
have served him through one war, I do not feel that 
I have yet repaid the debt. I am still ready to discharge 
my obligations, I shall therefore buckle on my sword 
and see Uncle Sam through this war too.” 

He went into the streets, raised a company of yol- 
unteers, and led them as their captain to Springfield, 
the capital of the State, where their services were 
offered to Gov. Yates. The Governor, impressed by 
the zeal and straightforward executive ability of Capt. 
Grant, gave him a desk in his office, to assist in the 
volunteer organization that was being formed in the 
State in behalf of the Government. On the sth of 
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June, 1861, Capt. Grant received a commission as 
Colonel of the Twenty-first Regiment of Illinois Vol- 
unteers. His merits as a West Point graduate, who 
had served for 15 years in the regular army, were such 
that he was soon promoted to the rank of Brigadier- 
General and was placed in command at Cairo, The 
rebels raised their banner at Paducah, near the mouth 
of the Tennessee River. Scarcely had its folds ap- 
peared in the breeze ere Gen. Grant was there. The 
rebels fled. Their banner fell, and the star and 
stripes were unfurled in its stead. 

He entered the service with great determination 
and immediately began active duty. This was the be- 
ginning, and until the surrender of Lee at Richmond 
he was ever pushing the enemy with great vigor and 
effectiveness. At Belmont, a few days later, he sur- 
prised and routed the rebels, then at Fort Henry 
won another victory. Then came the brilliant fight 
at Fort Donelson. The nation was electrified by the 
victory, and the brave leader of the boys in blue was 
immediately made a Major-General, and the military 
district of Tennessee was assigned to him. 

Like all great captains, Gen. Grant knew well how 
to secure the results of victory. He immediately 
pushed on to the enemies’ lines. Then came the 
terrible battles of Pittsburg Landin g, Corinth, and the 
siege of Vicksburg, where Gen. Pemberton made an 
unconditional surrender of the city with over thirty 
thousand men and one-hundred and seventy-two can- 
non. The fall of Vicksburg was by far the most 
severe blow which the rebels had thus far encountered, 
and opened up the Mississippi from Cairo to the Gulf. 

Gen. Grant was next ordered to co-operate with 
Gen, Banks in a movement upon Texas, and pro- 
ceeded to New Orleans, where he was thrown from 
his horse, and received severe injuries, from which he 
was laid up for months. He then rushed to the aid 
i} of Gens. Rosecrans and Thomas at Chattanooga, and 
by a wonderful series of strategic and technical meas- 

ey Ures put the Union Army in fighting condition. Then 

‘ i ft scltowed the bloody battles at Chattanooga, Lookout 
>" freer cl Mountain and Missionary Ridge, in which the rebels 
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4 ty Ry, were routed with great loss. This won for him un- 
{I BY4|_ bounded praise in the North. On the 4th of Febru. 
< Tae ary, 1864, Congress revived the grade of lieutenant- 
“a } | general, and the rank was conferred on Gen. Grant. 








and enter upon the duties of his new office. 
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Gen, Grant decided as soon as he took charge of 
the army to concentrate the widely-dispersed National 
troops for an attack upon Richmond, the nominal 
capital of the Rebellion, and endeavor there to de- 
stroy the rebel armies which would be promptly as- 
sembled from all quarte:s for its defence. ‘he whole 
continent seemed to tremble under the tramp of these 
majestic armies, rushing to the decisive battle field. 
Steamers were crowded with troops. Railway trains 
were burdened with closely packed thousands. His 
platis were comprehensive ‘and involved a series of 
campaigns, which were executed with remarkable en- 
ergy and ability, and were consummated at the sur- 
render of Lee, April 9, 1865. 

The war was ended. The Union was saved. The 
almost unanimous voice of the Nation declared Gen, 
Grant to be the most prominent instrument in its sal- 
vation, ‘he eminent services he had thus rendered 
the country brought him conspicuously forward as the 
Republican candidate for the Presidential chair. 

At the Republican Convention held at Chicayo, 
May 21, 1868, he was unanimously nominated for the 
Presidency, and at the autumn election received a 
majority of the popular vote, and 214 out cf 204 
electoral votes. 

The National Convention of the Republican party 
which met at Philadelphia on the 5th of June, 1872, 
placed Gen. Grant in nomination for a second term 
by a unanimous vote. The selection was emphati- 
cally indorsed by the people five months later, 292 
electoral votes being cast for him, 

Soon after the close of his second term, Gen. Grant 
started upon his famous trip around the world. He 
visited almost every country of the civilized world, 
and was everywhere received with such ovations 
and demonstrations of respect and honor, private 
as well as public and official, as were never before 
bestowed upon any citizen of the United States. 


He was the most prominent candidate before the 
Republican National Convention in 1880 for a re- 
nomination for President. He went to New York and 
embarked in the brokerage business under the firm 
nameof Grant & Ward, The latter proved a villain, 
wrecked Grant's fortune, and for larceny was sent to 
The General was attacked with 
cancer in the throat, but suffered in his. stoic-like 
manner, never complaining. He was re-instated as 
General of the Army and retired by Congress. The 
cancer soon finished its deadly work, and July 23, 
1885, the nation went in mourning over the death of 
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UTHERFORD B HAYES, 
), the nineteenth President of 
“the United States, was born in 


born. He was married, in § hi 
Birchard, of Wilmington ioe ee rage 
; a ; <3 10S€ ancestors emi- 
| grated thither from Connecticut, they having b 
Delaware, O., Oct. 4, 1822, al- among the wealthiest and best famlies of Ne ae 
most three months after the | Her ancestry on the male side are aed back ee 
death of his father, Rutherford 1635, to John Birchard, one of the princi ; eae 
Saeed daha | } ; ard, principal founders 
ayes » ancestry on both | of Norwich. Both of her grandfathers were s Idi 
the paternal and maternal sides, | inthe Revolutionary War i 
was of the most honorable char. The father of President H 
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nf acter. It can be traced, it is said, frugal and opened-hearted est ee ele 
hk as farback as 1280, when Hayesand | chanical turn, and could mend . alow, kni isa sg , 
H Nutherford were two Scottish chief- | ing, or do almost anything el sib a h ee 
ni: Ta ae s St se that he choose to : 
hf pede fighting side by side with | undertake. He was a member of the Church, actiy 
ny: i} Baliol, William Wallace and Robert | in all the benevolent : 
IU: Bruce. Both families belonce - enterprises of the town, and con- ‘ 
He ce. ainiles belonged tothe | ducted his business on Christian principl 
th snares, | the close of the war of 78 fe i 
ua: and had a large following. Misfor- | to his neighbors. Tor2, lor reasons inexplicable ' 
uf ‘tune overtaking the family, George Hayes left. Scot. RELA 8bors, he resolved to emigrate to Ohio. 
{ jland in’ 1680, andsettled ya Within Ghat. ica, “ta Pies ftom Vermont to Ohio in that day, . 
Man : F 2 F 1 f * 
4 iCucius ae Bote Windsar? ana foaled thers | ere were no canals, Steamers, nor railways, a 
i iduring his life. Daniel Hayes, son of the latter Oh oe “ Very Serious affair. A tour of inspection was — 
| tied Sasa Lee: andl’ ved fa ea aie ae ci s ere Occupying four months. Mr. Hayes deter- ’ 
A, nee aay. ar- | mined t slew . ‘ 
hy erage until his death in Simsbury, Conn. Ezekiel, | in pee at als where the family arrived J 
ils : ae - He die +e , 
ny son of Daniel, was born in 1724. and was amanufac- | fever reer * July 22, 1822, a victim of malarial «2 
jy) gturer of scythes at Bradford, Conn. Rutherford Ha es Pwhthien eee ee the Binhtet the | ey. 
4 son of Ezekiel and grandfather of President Hite byl son, of whom we now write. Mrs. Hayes, in hersorebe- | . ‘Gee 
hii og <9 WAS | reavem . | °F 
iF orn in New Haven, in August, 1956, He was a patie, ent, found the support she so much needed in ahs 
. iblacksmith and tavern beShen? “Ea asin ohaieas - ae rother Sardis, who had been a member of the ds 
Vermont at an unknown date, settling in Brattleboro Bae. : rom the day of its departure from Ver- ‘a 
¥ Y 5 
p here he established a hotel. Here his son Ruth. ‘ony and in an orphan girl whom she had adopted Pea 
1g rford Hayes, the father of President Hayes wie some time before as an act of charity. | ‘ion 
Hi » Was Mrs. Hayes at this period was very weak, and the , 
olicinn eines : ‘J 
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subject of this sketch was so feeble at birth that he 
was not expected to live beyond a month or two at 
most. As the months went by he grew weaker and 
weaker, so that the neighbors were in the habit of in- 
quiring from time to time “if Mrs. Mayes’ baby died 
last night,” On one occasion a neighbor, who was on 


7 familiar terms with the family, after alluding to the 
/ boy's big head, and the mother’s assiduous care of 
.. him, said in a bantering way, “ That’s right! Stick to 
7 him. You have got him along so far, and I shouldn't 
Po *all| wonder if he would really come to something yet.” 
rar “Vou need not laugh,” said Mrs. Hayes. ‘ You 
” i ll wait and see. You can't tell but I shall make him 
ae nl”, President of the United States yet.” ‘The boy lived, 
74 in spite of the universal predictions of his speedy 
ee death; and when, in P825, his older brother was 
= t! drowned, he became, if possible, still dearer to his 
<7 , mother. 
“ The boy was seven years old before he went to 
Ri school, His education, however, was not neglected. 
ee il He probably learned as much from his mother and 
1 He 4u}) Sister as he would have done at school. His sports 
2 tah), Were alinost wholly within doors, his playmates being 
i : his sister and her associates. These circumstances 
Y tended, no doubt, to foster that gentleness of dispo- 
hs sition, and that delicate consideration for the feelings 
- of others, which are marked traits of his character. 
4 His uncle Sardis Birchard took the deepest interest 
; in his education; and as the boy’s health had im- 
proved, and he was making good progress in his 
studies, he proposed to send him to college. His pre- 
_ Piration commenced with a tutor at home; but he 
- was afterwards sent for one year to a professor in the 
te Wesleyan University, in Middletown, Conn, He en- 
ve _ tered Kenyon College in 1838, at the age of sixteen, 


and was graduated at the head of his class in 1842. 
_ Immediately after his graduation he began the 
study of law in the office of Thomas Sparrow, E'sq., 
_ inColumbus. Finding his opportunities for study in 
Columbus somewhat limited, he determined to enter 
|| the Law School at Cambridge, Mass., where he re- 
mained two years. 

In 1845, after graduating at the Law School, he was 
admitted to the bar at Marietta, Ohio, and shortly 
afterward went into practice as an attorney-at-law 
with Ralph P. Buckland, of Fremont. Here he re- 
4) mained three years, acquiring but a limited practice, 

+) and apparently unambitious of distinction in his pro- 
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*. . | In 1849 he moved to Cincinnati, where his ambi- 
- ‘ie “| tion found a new stimulus. 
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Gen. John Pope, Gov. Edward F. Noyes, and many 
others hardly less distinguished in after life. The 
marriage was a fortunate one in every respect, as 
everybody knows. Not one of all the wives of our 
Presidents was more universally admired, reverenced 
and beloved than was Mrs. Hayes, and no one did : 
more than she to reflect honor upon American woman- 
hood. The Literary Club brought Mr. Hayes into § 
constant association with young men of high char- Hi 
acter and noble aims, and lured him to display the 
qualities so long hidden by his bashfulness and 
modesty. 

In 1856 he was nominated to the office of Judge of 
the Court of Common Pleas; but he declined to ae- 
cept the nomination. Two years later, the office of 
city solicitor becoming vacant, the City Couneil 
elected him for the unexpired term. 

In 1861, when the Rebellion broke out, he was at 
the zenith of his professional life. His rank at the 
bar was among the the first. But the news of the 
attack on Fort Sumpter found him eager to take up 
arms for the defense of his country. 

His military record was bright and illustrious, In 
October, 1861, he was made Lieutenant-Colonel, and 
in August, 1862, promoted Colonel of the 79th Ohio 
regiment, but he refused to leave his old comrades 
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and go among strangers. Subsequently, however, he 
was made Colonel of his old regiment. At the battle 
of South Mountain he received a wound, and whi! 
faint and bleeding displayed courage and fortitude 
that won admiration from all. 

Col. Hayes was detached from his regiment, after 
his recovery, to act as Brigadier-General, and placed 
in command of the celebrated Kanawha division, 
and for gallant and meritorious services in the battles 
of Winchester, Fisher's Hill and Cedar Creek, he was 
promoted Brigadier-General. He was also brevetted 
Major-General, “for gallant and distinguished scrvices 
during the campaigns of 1864, in West Virginia.” In 
the course of his arduous services, four horses were 
shot from under him, and he was wounded four times. 


In 1864, Gen. Hayes was elected to Congress, from } 
the Second Ohio District, which had long been Dem- ® 
ocratic, He was not present during the campaign, § 
and after his election was importuned to resign his § 
commission in the army; but he finally declared, “1 
shall never come to Washington until [ can come by 
the way of Richmond.” He was re-elected in 1866, 

In 1867, Gen Hayes was elected Governor of Ohio, 
over Hon. Allen G. Thurman, a popular Democrat, 
In 1869 was re-elected over George H., Pendleton. 
He was elected Governor for the third term in 1875, § 

{n 1876 he was the standard benrer of the Repub- § 
lican Party in the Presidential contest, and after a § 
hard long contest was chosen President, and was in 
augurated Monday, March 5, 1875. He served his 
full term, not, h. wever, with satisfaction to his party, § 
but his admin‘stration was an average one, 
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AMES A. GARFIELD, twen- 
tieth President of the United 
States, was born Nov. 19, 
1831, in the woods of Orange, 
Cuyahoga Co, O His par- 
ents were Abram and Eliza 
(Ballou) Garfield, both of New 
England ancestry and from fami- 
lies well known in the early his- 
tory of that section of our coun- 
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NM try, but had moved to the Western 
Reserve, in Ohio, early in its settle- 


ment. 
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The house in which James A. was 
born was not unlike the houses of 
poor Ohio farmers of that day. It 


i 
jf Was about 20x 30 feet, built of logs, with the spaces be- 
‘gtween the logs filled with clay. His father was a 
(hard working farmer, and he soon had his fields 
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j¢leared, an orchard planted, and a log barn built. 

I he household comprised the father and mother and 
their four children—Mehetabel, Thomas, Mary and 
James. In May, 1823, the futher, from a cold con- 
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racted in helping to put out a forest fire, died. At 
{this tme James was about eighteen months old, and 
| 3 Thomas about ten years old. No one, perhaps, can 

jgtell how much James was indeitedsto his brother's 
toil and self-sacrifice during the twenty years suc- 
ceeding his father's death, but undoubtedly very 
much, He now lives in Michigan, and the two sis- 
ters live in Solon, Q., near their birthplace, 

The early edurational advantages young Garfield 
cnjoyed were very limited, yet he made the most of 
jthem, He labored at farm work for others, did car- 
jPenter work, chopped wood, or did anything that 
gould bring in a few dollars to aid his widowed 
/nother in her struggles to keep the little family to- 
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gether. Nor was Gen. Garfield ever ashamed of his 
origin, and he never forgot the friends of his strug- 
gling childhood, youth and manhood, neither did they 
ever forget him. When in the highest seats of honor 
the humblest fiiend of his boyhood was as kindly 
greeted as ever, ‘The poorest laborer was sureof the 
sympathy of one who had known all the bitterness 
of want and the sweetness of bread earned by the 
sweat of the brow. He was ever the simple, plain 

modest gentleman, ; 


The highest ambition of young Garfield until he 
was about sixteen years old was to be a Captain of 
a vessel on Lake Erie. He was anxious to go aboard 
a vessel, which his. mother strongly opposed. She 
finally consented to ‘his going to Cleveland, with the 
understanding, however, that he should try to obtain 
some other kind of employment. He walked all the 
way to Cleveland. This was his first visit to the city. 
After making many applications for work, and trying 
to get aboard a lake vessel, dnd not meeting with 
success, he engaged as a driver for his cousin, Amos 
Letcher, on the Ohio & Pennsylvania Canal. Here- 
mained at this work but a short time when he went 
home, and attended the seminary at Chester for 
about three years, when he entered Hiram and the 
Eclectic Institute, teaching a few terms of school in 
the meantime, and doing other work. This school 
Was Started by the Disciples of Christ in 1850, of 
which church he was then a member. He became 
janitor and bell-ringer in order to help pay his way. 
He then became both teacher and pupil. He soon 
exhausted Hiram” and needed more ; hence, in the 
fall of 1854, he entered Williams College, from which 
he graduated in 1856, taking one of the highest hon- 
ors of his class. He afterwards returned to Hiram 
College as its President. As above stated, he early 
united with the Christian or Diciples Church at 
Hiram, and was ever after a devoted, zealous mem- 
ber, often preaching in its pulpit and places where 
he happened to be. Dr. Noah Porter, President of 
Yale College, says of him in reference to his religion ; 
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“President Garfield was more than a man of 


strong moral and religious convictions. His whole 
history, from boyhood to the last, shows that duty to 
man and to God, and devotion to Chnist and life and 
faith and spiritual comn:ission were controlling springs 
of his being, and to a more than usual degree, In 
my judgment there is no more Interesting feature of 
his character than his loyal allegiance to te body of 
Christians in which he was trained, and the fervent 
sympathy which he ever showed in their Christian 
communion, Not many of the few ‘wise and mighty 
and noble who are called’ show a similar loyalty to 
the less stately and cultured Christian communions 
in which they have been reared. ‘Too often itis true 
that as they step upward in social and_ political sig- 
nifigance they step upward from one degree to 
another in some of the many types of fashionable 
Christianity. President Garfield adhered to the 
church of his mother, the church in which he was 
trained, and in which he served as a pillar and an 
evangelist, and yet with the largest and most unsec- 
tarian charity for all ‘who love our Lord in sincerity,” 
Mr, Garfield was united in marriage with Miss 
Lucretia Rudolph, Noy. 11, 1858, who proved herself 
worthy as the wife of one whom all the world loved and 
mourned. ‘To them were born seven children, five of 
whom are still living, four boys and one girl. 
_ Mr.Garfieldmade his first political speeches in 1856, 
in Hiram and the neighboring villages, and three 
years later he began to speak at county mass-meet- 
ings, and became the favorite speaker wherever he 
fey was. During this year he was elected to the Ohio 
egal Senate. He also began to study law at Cleveland, 
Mi} il and in 1861 was admitted to the bar. The great 
ll I Rebellion broke out in the early part of this year, 
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and Mr. Garfield at once resolved to fight as he had 


wel it ail talked, and enlisted to defend the old flag. He re- 
—S — ceived his commission as Lieut.~Colonel of the lorty- 
-_ second Regiment of Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Aug. 
14,1861, He was immediately put into active ser- 
7 Bal vice, and betore he had ever seen a gun fired in action, 
5 il _ was placed in command of four regiments of infantry 
7 il and eight companies of cavalry, charged with the 
_* i] work of driving out of his native State the officer 
. =}j| (Humphrey Marshall) reputed to be the ablest of 
*s = those, not educated to war whom Kentucky had given 
is 4 r to the Rebellion, ‘This work was bravely and speed- 
Me Ju. ily accomplished, although against greatodds. Pres. 
he fr ident Lincoln, on his success commissioned him 
~— | n Brigadier-General, Jan. 10, 1862; and as “he had 
= a aU been the youngest man in the Ohio Senate two years 
oss 


~ before, so now he was the youngest General in the 
j) army.” He was with-Gen, Buell’s army at Shiloh, 
in its operations around Corinth and its march throu oh 
Alabama. He was then detailed as a memberof the 
General Court-Martial for the trial of Gen. Fitz-John 
Porter. He was then ordered to report to Gen. Rose- 
crans, and was assigned to the “ Chief of Staff.” 
Ley The military history of Gen. Garfield closed with 
Peete eS Poet) . 
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his brilliant services at Chickamauga, where he won 
the stars ot the Major-General. 

Without an effort on his part Gen. Garfield was 
elected to Congress in the fall of 1862 from the 
Nineteenth District of Ohio. This section of Ohio 
had been represented in Congress for sixty years 
mainly by two men—Elisha Whittlesey and Joshua 
K. Giddings. It was not without a struggle that he 
resigned his place ia the army At the time heen- 
tered Congress he was the youngest member in that 
body. ‘There he remained by successive re- 
elections until he was elected President in 1880, 
Of his labors in Congress Senator Hoar says: “Since 
the year 1864 you cannot think of a question which 
has been debated in Congress, or discussed before a 
tribunel of the American people, in regard to which 
you will not find, if you wish instruction, the argu- 
ment onone side stated, in almost every instance 
better than by anybody else, in some speech made in 
the House of Representatives or on the hustings by 
Mr. Garfield.” 

Upon Jan. 14, 1880, Gen, Garfield was elected to 
the U, 5, Senate, and on the eighth of June, of the 
sane year, was nominated as the candidate of his 
party for President at the great Chicago Convention. 
He was elected in the following November, and on 
March 4, 1881, was inaugurated. Probably no ad- 
ministration ever opened its existence under brighter 
auspices than that of President Garfield, and every 
day it grew in favo, with the people, and by the first 
of July he had completed all the initiatory and pre- 
liminary work of his adininistration and was prepar- 
ing to leave the city to meet his friends at Williams 
College, While on his way and at the depot, in com- 
pany with Secretary Blaine, a man stepped behind 
him, drew a revolver, and fired directly at his back. 
Uhe President tottered and fell, and as he did so the 
assassin fired a second shot, the bullet cutting the 
left coat sleeve of his victim, but inflicting no further 
injury. It has been very truthfully said that this was 
“the shot that was heard round the world” Never 
lLefore in the history of the Nation had anything oc- 
curred which so nearly froze the blood of the people 
for the moment, as this awful deed. He was smit- 
ten on the brightest, gladdest day of all his life, and 
was at the summit of his power and hope. For eighty 
days, all during the hot months of July and August, 

he lingered and suffered. He, however, remained 
inaster of himself till the last, and by his magnificent 
bearing was teaching the country and the world the 
noblest of human lessons—how to live grandly in the 
very clutch of death, Great in life, he was surpass- 
Ingly great in death. He passed serenely away Sept. 
19, 1883, at Elheron, N. J,on the very bank of the 
ocean, Where he had Leen taken shortly previous. The 
world wept at his death, as it never had done on the 
death of any other man who had ever lived’ upon it. 
The murderer was duly tried, found guilty and exe- 
cuted, in one year after he committed the foul deed, 
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HESTER A. ARTHUR, 
| é) twenty-first Presi-“uisy) ws he 
‘ > United States was born in 
Franklin Cour ty, Vermont, on 


Herndon, of the United States Navy, who was lost at 
sea » Congress voted a gold medal to his widow 11: 
recognition of the bravery he displayed on that occa- 


| sion. Mrs. Arthur died shortly before Mr. Arthurs. 
the fifthof Ou ober, 1830, andis | nomination to the Vice Presidency 
? 


the oldest of a family of two | children, 






















leaving two 


sons and five daughters. His Gen, Arthur obtained considerable legal celebrity 
father was the Rev. Dr, William | 1 his first great case, the famous Lemmon sui’, 
Arthur, a Baptist)-cgyman, whe ee ie recover possession of eight slaves who had 
emigrated to tls country frota pan eel RIAL, Judge Paine, of the Superio: 
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the county Ant.im, Ireland, in ae: 3 New Mork City. it was in 1852 that Jon. Poh 

: hia SiN-pent, dandedied in u8r% in “ ae seine, of Virginia, went to New York with 

Gls Newtonville, neai Albany, after a dhe pM BOEIE to ship them to Texas, when , 

: long and successful ministry, tiey were discovered and freed. The Judge decided i 

Fs Young Arthur was educated at eee Bok not be held by the owner under the hy 

ee Union College, Sc henectady, where Fn the ait (A bowl of ic sepa ko ’ 

Ei he excelled in all his studies, . Af. the South, and the Virginia Legislature authorized the ; 
. i i6t ils -dvadivatianshy tduaht acho! A ga General of that State to assist in an appeal, 
Te hid Vemmoneiad two years: and at m. M. Evarts ana Chester A. Arthur were employed 

the expiration of that time came to ix hic aes: the People, and they won their eiraat a 

, New Vork, with sac in his boeLat: we that wei: to the Supreme Court of the United ‘es 

i and entered the office of ex-Judge ‘ates. Caarles O'Conor here espoused the cause ~ 

te: YE. D, Culver as catudent. After of the slave-holders, but he too was beaten by Messrs. ~ 

nat | being admitted to the bar he formed Evarts and Arthur, and a long step was taken toward ; q 

Hy / a partnership with his intimate friend and room-mate, the emancipation of the: TSek vane, , ‘= 

t i Henry D. Gardiner, with the intention. of practicing Another great service was rendered by General + 

h { in the West, and for three months they roamed about ‘Arthur in the same cause’in 1856. - Liezig Jennie bs 

tie in the Western States in search of an eligible site, eee = eg NORE Wak uk Loth-s, Waaa a be 

Hi ed the vend teiined io. Nav York, where thes Avenue car with violence after she had paid her fare, a 

‘ HF hung out their shingle, and entered upon a success- sehen TN BUSH Sea zoel ae ee } 
Sa Ee ful career almost from the start. General Arthur Weirton a sie pe 





ny issued an order to admit colored persons to ride 
on their cars, and the other car companies quickly © 
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# 80on afterward married the daughter of Lieutenant 
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or r followed their example. Before that the Sixth Ave- 

7, oh. nue Company ran a few special cars for colored per- 
— 


sons and the other lines refused to let them nde at all. 

General Arthur was a delegate to the Convention 
at Saratoga that founded the Republican party. 
Previous to the war he was Judge-Advocate of the 
Second Brigade of the State of New York, and Gov- 
ernor Morgan, of that State, appointed him Engineer- 
in-Chief of his staff. In 1861, he was made Inspec- 
tor General, and soon afterward became Quartermas- 
ter-Gereral. In each of these offices he rendered 
great service to the Government during the war. At 
the end of Governor Morgan’s term he resumed the 
practice of the law, forming a partnership with Mr, 
Ransom, and then Mr. Phelps, the District Attorney 
of New York, was added to the firm. The legal prac- 
tice of this well-known firm was very large and lucra- 
tive, each of the gentlemen composing it were able 
lawyers, and possessed a splendid local reputation, if 
not indeed one of national extent. 


He always.took a leading part in State and city 
politics. He was appointed Collector of the Port of 
New York by President Grant, Nov. 21 1872, to suc- 
ceed Thomas Murphy, and held the office until July, 
20, 1878, when he was succeeded by Collector Merritt. 

Mr. Arthur was nominated on the Presidential 
ticket, with Gen, James A. Garfield, at the famous 
National Republican Convention held at Chicago in 
oes 1880. This was perhaps the greatest political 
convention that ever assembled on thecontinent. It 
was composed of the leading politicians of the Re- 
y publica party, all able men, and each stood firm and 
2) fought vigorously and with signal tenacity for their 
“| respective candidates that were before the conven- 
tion for the nomination. Finally Gen. Garfield re- 
ceived the nomination for President and Gen. Arthur 
for Vice-President. The campaign which followed 
was one of the most animated known inthe history of 
our country, Gen, Hancock, the standard-bearer of 
he Democratic party, was a popular man, and his 
i party made a valiant fight for his election. 
= rae ‘| Finally the election came and the country’s Siviee 
MS) was Garfield and -Arthur. They were inaugurated 
pes! " March 4, 1881, as President and Vice-President. 
“ei few months only had passed ere the newly chosen 
“President was the victim of the assassin’s bullet, Then 
| ai ‘ame terrible weeks of suffering,—those moments of 
‘ta T= 

anxious suspense, when the hearts of all civilized na- 
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tions were throbbing in unison, longing for the re- 
covery of the noble, the good President. The remark- 
able patience that he manifested during those hours 
and weeks, and even months, of the most terrible suf- 
fering man has often been called upon to endure, was 
seemingly more than human. It was certainly God- 
like. During all this period of deepest anxiety Mr. 
Arthur's every move was watched, and be it said to his 
credit that his every action displayed only an earnest 
desire that the suffering Garfield might. recover, to 
serve the remainder of the term he had so auspi- 
ciously begun. Not a selfish feeling was manifested 
in deed or look of this man, even though the most 
honored position in the world was at any moment 
likely to fall to him. 


At last God in his mercy relieved President Gar- 
field from further suffering, and the aorld, as never 
before in its history over the death of any other 
man, wept at his bier. Thenit became the duty of 
the Vice President to assume the responsibilitics of 
the high office, and he took the oath in New York, 
Sept. 20, 1881. The position was an embarrassing 
one to him, made doubly so from the facts that all 
eyes were on him, anxious to know what he would do, 
what policy he would pursue, and who he would se- 
lect as advisers. The duties of the office had been 
greatly neglected during the President’s long illness, 
and many important measures were to be immediately 
decided by him; and still farther to embarrass him he 


did not fail to realize under what circumstances he 


becaine President, and knew the feelings of many on 
this point, Under these trying circumstances President 
Arthur took the reins of the Government in his own 
hands; and, as embarrassing as were the condition of 
affairs, he happily surprised the nation, acting so 
wisely that but few criticised his administration. 
He served the nation well and faithfully, until the 
close of his administration, March 4, 1885, and was 
a popular candidate before his party for a second 
term. His name was ably presented before the con. 
vention at Chicago, and was received with great 
favor, and doubtless but for the personal popularity 
of one of the opposing candidates, he would have 
been selected as the standard-bearer of his party 
for another campaign. He retired to private life car- 
rying with him the best wishes of the American peo- 
ple, whom he had served in a mannet satisfactory 
to them and with credit to himself, 
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| TEPHEN GROVER CLEVE- emphatic desire to be sent to an academy. To this 

ti LAND,thetwenty-second Pres- | his father decidedly objected. Academies in those 

ident of the United States, was | days cost money; besides, his father wanted him to 

hi born in 1837, In the obscure | become self-supporting by the quickest possible 

q town of Caldwell, Essex Co., | means, and this at.that time in Fayetteville seemed 

n he and in a little two-and-a- to be a position in a country store, where his father - 

; half-story white house which is still and the large family on his hands had considerable 4 

H standing, characteristically to mark | influence. Grover was to be paid $50 for his services — 

Lit ° - : ~ : Oo 

i the humble birth-place of one of | the first year, and if he ptoved trustworthy he was to . 

IE Americas great men in striking con- | receive $100 the second year. Here the lad com- : 

ne trast with the Old World, where all menced his career as salesman, and in two years he >" 

nie men high in office must be high in | had earned sO good a reputation for trustworthiness ; - 
; 3 ne sb and born in the cradle of that his employers desired to retain him for an in- ’ 
ee 0: wealth. When the subject of this | definite length.of time. Otherwise he did not ex- ‘ 





sketch was three years of age, his 
; father, who was a Presbyterian min- 
ister, with a large family and a small salary, moved, 
by way of the Hudson River and Erie Canal, to 
Fayetteville, in search of an increased income and a 
larger field of work. Fayetteville was then the most 
straggling of country villages, about five miles from 
Pompey Hill, where Governor Seymour was born, 

At the last mentioned place young Grover com- 
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‘arrived at the age of 14 years, he had outgrown the 
il ‘Capacity of the village school and expressed a most 
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is 
x 1 menced going to school in the “ good, old-fashioned 
cals ig way, and presumably distinguished himself after the 
~- na manner of all village boys, in doing the things he 
“. ts: ought not to do. Such is the distinguishing trait of 
2 Te all geniuses and independent thinkers. When he 
leis 
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hibit as yet any particular “ flashes of genius” or 
eccentricities of talent. He was simply a good boy. 


. But instead of remaining with this firm in Fayette- 
ville, he went with the family in their removal to 
Clinton, where he had an opportunity of attending a 
high school. Here he industriously pursued his 
studies until the family removed with him to a point 
on Black River known as the “ Holland Patent,” a 
village of 500 or 600 people, 15 miles north of Utica, 
N. Y. At this place his father died, after preaching Al 
but three Sundays. This event broke up the family, _ 
and Grover set out for New York City to accept, at a /— i 
small salary, the position of “under-teacher” in an 
asylum for the blind. He taught faithfully for two 
years, and although he obtained a good reputation in 
this capacity, he concluded that teaching was not his 
see A eee Se: 
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calling for life, and, reversing the traditional order, 
he left the city to seek his fortune, instead of going 
| toacity. He first thought of Cleveland, Ohio, as 
* there was some charm in that name for him; but 
(| before proceeding to that place he went to Buffalo to 
14 ask the advice of his uncle, Lewis F. Allan, a noted 
‘| stock-breeder of that place. The latter did not 
t) speak enthusiastically. “‘ What is 1t you want to do, 
my boy?” he asked. “ Well, sir, I want to study 
law,” was the reply. “Good gracious!” remarked 
the old gentleman; “do you, indeed? What ever put 
that into your head? How much money have you 
s-fiigot?” “Well, sir, to tell the truth, I haven't got 
Ay fy any.” 

After a long consultation, his uncle offered him a 
place temporarily as assistant herd-keeper, at #50 a 
year, while he could “look around.” One day soon 
afterward he boldly walked into the office of Rogers, 
Bowen & Rogers, of Buffalo, and told them what he 
wanted. A number of young men were already en- 
i gaged in the office, but Grover’s persistency won, and 
he was finally permitted to come as an office boy and 
have the use of the law library, for the nominal sum 
of $3 or $4 a week. Out of this he had to pay for 
his board’and washing. The walk to and from his 
fl uncle’s was along and rugged one; and, although 
the first winter was a memorably severe one, his 
shoes were out of repair and his overcoat—he had 
none—yet he was nevertheless prompt and regular. 
On the first day of his service here, his senior em- 
| ployer threw down a copy of Blackstone before him 

fh 4 with a bang that made the dust fly, saying “That's 
jl i) where they all begin.” A titter ran around the little 
circle of clerks and students, as they thought that 
was enough to scare young Grover out of his plans ; 
but in due time he mastered that cumbersome volume. 
Then, as ever afterward, however, Mr. Cleveland 
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| ” was practically his motto. 

i200) The, first public office to which Mr. Cleveland was 

if ‘elected was that of Sheriff of Erie Co., N. Y., in 

')), which Buffalo is situated; and in such capacity it fell 

== sto his duty to inflict capital punishment upon two 
‘ Shcriminals. In 188r he was elected Mayor of the 

ea ity of Buffalo, on the Democratic ticket, with es- 


) ©) pecial ecial reference to the bringing about certain reforms 
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in the administration of the municipal affairs of that 
city. In this office, as well as that of Sheriff, his 
performance of duty has generally been considered 
fair, with possibly a few exceptions which were fer- 
reted out and magnified during the last Presidential 
campaign. As a specimen of his plain language in 
a veto message, we quote from one vetoing an iniqui- 
tous street-cleaning contract: ‘‘This is a time for 
plain speech, and my objection to your action shall 
be plainly stated. I regard it as the culmination of 
a mos’ bare-faced, impudent and shameless scheme 
to betray the interests of the people and to worse 
than squander the people’s money,” The New York 
Sun afterward very highly commended Mr. Cleve- 
land’s administration as Mayor of Buffalo, and there- 
upon recommended him for Governor of the Empire 
State. To the latter office he was elected in 1882, 
and his administration of the affairs of State was 
generally satisfactory. The mistakes he made, if 
any, were made very public throughout the nation 
after he was nominated for President of the United 
States. For this high office he was nominated July 
11, 1884, by the National Democratic Convention at 
Chicago, when other competitors were Thomas F. 
Bayard, Roswell P. Flower, Thomas A, Hendricks, 
Benjamin F, Butler, Allen G, Thurman, ete.; and he 
was elected by the people, by a majority of about a 
thousand, over the brilliant and long-tried Repub- 
lican statesman, James G. Blaine. President Cleve- 
land resigned his office as Governor of New York in 
January, 1885, in order to prepare for his duties as 
the Chief Executive of the United States, in which 
capacity his term commenced at noon on the 4th of 
March, 1885. For his Cabinet officers he selected 
the following gentlemen: For Secretary of State, 
Thomas I, Bayard, of Delaware; Secretary of the 
Treasury, Daniel Manning, of New York; Secretary 
of War, William C. Endicott, of Massachusetts ; 
Secretary of the Navy, William C. Whitney, of New 
York; Secretary of the Interior, L. Q. C. Lamar, of 
Mississippi; Postmaster-General, William F, Vilas, 
of Wisconsin; Attorney-General, A. H. Garland, of 
Arkansas. 


The silver question precipitated a controversy be- 
tween those who were in favor of the continuance of 
silver coinage and those who were opposed, Mr. 
Cleveland answering for the latter, even before his 
inauguration, 
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NSEL BRIGGS, the first 
gentleman chosen to fill the 
gubernatorial chair of Lowa 
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: after its organization as a 
a EAS State, was a native of Ver- 


mont, and was born Feb. 3, 
1806. Tis parents, who likewise 
were New Englanders, were Ben- 


jamin and Electa Briggs. The 
boyhood of our subject was 
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passed in his native State,and in at- 





tendance upon the common schools 
he received a fair education which 
was subsequently improved by a 
term at N orwich Academy. When 
a young man he removed with his 
parents to Cambridge, Guernsey Co., Ohio, where 
young Briges engaged in the work of establishing 
stage lines, He also here embarked in political 
affairs and as a, Whig run for the office of County 
Auditor but was defeated by John Ferguson, a 
Jackson Democrat, 
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ing accounts of the fair fields and the fertile prairies 
of the Territory of Iowa, led him westward ACTOSS 
the Father of Waters. He had previously united 
his fortunes in life with Nancy M. Dunlap, daugh- 
ter of Major Dunlap, an officer in the War of 1812. 
Even prior to this marriage he had chosen a Wife, 
a lady who was born on the same day and year as 
himself, but of whom he was soon bereft, He 
brought with him to Iowa his little family and lo- 
cated at Andrew, in Jackson County. Seeing the 
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; After remaining in Ohio for six years, the glow- 
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opportunity here for resuming his former business, 
he began opening up Stage lines, frequently driving 
the old stage coach himself. He made several con- 
tracts with the Postoffice Department for carrying 
the United States mails weekly between Dubuque 
and Davenport, Dubuque and Iowa City and other 
routes, thus opening up and carrying on a very im- 
portant enterprise, Politically, Gov. Briggs was a 
Democrat, and on coming to Iowa identified him- 
self with that party. : In 1842 he was chosen a 
member of the Territorial House of Representatives. 
from Jackson County, and subsequently was elected 
Sheriff of the same county. He had taken a lead- 
ing part in public affairs, and upon the formation of 
the State Government in 1846, he became a prom- 
inent candidate for Governor, and though his com- 
petitors in his OWn party were distinguished and 
well-known. citizens, Mr, Briggs received the nom- 
ination. The convention was held in Iowa City, 
on Thursday, Sept. 24, 1846, and assembled to 
nominate State Officers and two Congressmen. It 
Was called to order by F. D, Mills, of Des Moines 
County, William Thompson, of Henry County, 
presided, and J, 'T. Fales, of Dubuque, was Secre- 
tary. The vote for Governor in the convention 
stood: Briggs, sixty-two; Jesse Williams, thirty- 
two, and William Thompson, thirty-one. The two 
latter withdrew, and Briggs was then chosen by ac- 
Clamation. Elisha Cutler, Jr., of Van Buren Coun-_ 
ty, was nominated for Secretary of State; Joseph ° 
T. Fales, of Linn, for Auditor, and Morgan Reno, 
of Johnson, for Treasurer. §S. C. Hastings and 
Sheperd Lefiler were nominated for Congress. The 
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election was held Oct. 28, 1846, the entire Demo- 
cratic ticket being successful. Briges received 
7,626 votes and his competitor, Thomas McKnight, 
the Whig candidate, 7,579, giving Briggs a major- 
ity of 247. 

The principal question between the two leading 
parties, the Democratic and the Whig, at this period, 
was that of the banking system. It is related that 
» short time prior to the meeting of the conven- 
tion which nominated Mr. Briggs, that in offering 
a toast at a banquet, he struck the key-note which 
made him the popular man of the hour, He said, 
“No banks but earth and they well tilled.’ This 
was at once caught up by his party and it did more 
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9% 

2 to secure him the nomination than anything else. 
*, His administration was one void of any special in- 
>= terest. He labored in harmonious accord with his 
th party, yet frequently exhibited an independence of 
~~? principle, characteristic of his nature. The Mis- 
i souri boundary question which caused a great deal 
a! of excited controversy at this period, and even a 

2 determination to resort to arms, was handled by 
e- him with great ability. 
ae a = On his election as Executive of the State, Gov. 
he Briggs sold out his mail contract, but after the ex- 


piration of his term of service he continued his 
residence in Jackson County. In 1870 he removed 
to Council Bluffs. He had visited the western 
part of the State before the day of railroads in that 
section, making the trip by carriage, On the occa- 
sion he enrolled himself as one of the founders of 
_ the town of Florence on the Nebraska side of the 
river and six miles above Council Bluffs, and which 
for a time was a vigorous rival of Omaha. Dur- 
(i ing the mining excitement, in 1860, he made a tri p 
to Colorado, and three years later, in company 

with his son John and a large party, went to 
Montana, where he remained until the year 
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1865, when he returned to his home in Towa. 

As above stated, Gov. Briggs was twice married, 
his first wife being his companion for a brief time 
only. His second wife bore him eight children, all 
of whom died in infancy save two, and of these lat- 
ter, Ansel, Jr., died May 15, 1867, aged twenty- 
five years. John S. Briggs, the only survivor of 
the family, is editor of the Idaho Herald, published 
at Blackfoot, Idaho Territory. Mrs. Briggs died 
Dec. 30, 1847, while her husband was Governor of 
the State. She was a devoted Christian lady, a 
strict member of the Presbyterian Church, and a 
woman of strong domestic tastes. She was highly 
educated, and endowed by nature with that 
womanly tact and grace which enabled her to adorn 
the high position her husband had attained. 
She dispensed a bounteous hospitality, though her 
home was in a log house, and was highly esteemed 
and admired by all who met her, 

Goy. Briggs went in and out among his people 
for many years after his retirement from the execu- 
tive office, and even after his return from the Mon. 
tana expedition, He was admired for his able 
services rendered so unselfishly during the pioneer 
period of the now great and populous State. His 
last illness, ulceration of the stomach, was of brief 
duration, lasting only five weeks, indeed only three 
days before his death he was able to be ott. His 
demise occurred at the residence of his son, John 
S. Briges, in Omaha, Neb., at half-past three of the 
morning Of May 5, 1881, His death was greatly 
mourned all over the State. Upon the following 
day, Goy. Gear issued a proclamation reciting his 
services to the State, ordering half-hour guns to be 
fired and the national flag on the State capitol to 
be put at half-mast during the day upon which 
the funeral was held, which was the following Sun- 
day succeeding his death. 
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6 TEPHEN HEMPSTEAD, sec- 
ond Governor of Iowa, is a 
native of Connecticut, where, 
at New London, he was born 
Oct. 1, 1812. He resided in 
that State with his parents 
until 1828, when the family 
came West, locating upon a farm 
near Saint Louis. This was the 
home of young Stephen until 1830, 
“when he went to Galena, IL, where 
he served in the capacity of a clerk 
in a Commission house for a time. 
Ile was there during the exciting 
period of the Black Hawk troubles, 
and was an officer in an artillery 
company which had been organized for the protec- 
tion of Galena. After the defeat of Black Hawk 
and the consequent termination of Indian troubles, 
he entered the Illinois College at Jacksonville, 
where he remained for about two years. On ac- 
count of difficulties which he got into about 
sectarianism and abolitionism, he left the college 
and returned to Missouri. Ue shortly afterward 
entered the office of Charles 5. Hempstead, a prom- 
inent lawyer of Galena, and began the study of the 
profession in which he afterward became quite pro- 
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ficient. In 1836 he was admitted to practice in all 
the courts of the Territory of Wisconsin, which at 
the time embraced the Territory of Iowa, and the 
same year located at Dubuque, being the first law- 
yer who began the practice of his profession at that 
place. 

As might be expected in a territory but thinly 
populated, but one which was rapidly settling up, 
the services of an able attorney would be in de- 
mand in order to draft the laws. Upon the organ- 
ization of the Territorial Government of Iowa in 
1838, he was, with Gen, Warner Lewis, elected to 
represent the northern portion of the Territory in 
the Legislative Council, which assembled in Bur- 
lington that year. He was Chairman of the Com- 
mittee Judiciary, and at the second session of that 
body was elected its President. He was again 
elected a member of the Council, in 1845, over 
Which he also presided. In 1844 he was elected 
one of the delegates of Dubuque County, for the 
first convention to frame a constitution for the 
State, In 1848, in company with Judge Cnarles 
Mason and W. G, Woodward, he was appointed 
by the Legislature Commissioner to revise the laws 
of the State, which revision, with a few amend. 
ments, was adopted as the code of Iowa in 1851. 

In 1850 Mr, Hempstead was elected Governor of 
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the State, and served with ability for four years, | these he especially referred, charging them with 
that being the full term under the Constitution at | speaking for “ Buncombe,” and recommended that 
the time. He received 13,486 votes against 11,- | asa lasting memorial a county should be called by 
403 cast for his opponent, James L. Thompson. | that name. This suggestion was readily seized on 
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. After the vote had been canvassed a committee | by the Legislature, and the county of Buncombe 

was appointed to inform the Governor-elect that | was created with few dissenting voices. However, 

' the two Houses of the Legislature were ready to re- | the General Assembly, in 1862, changed the name 
, ceive him in joint convention, in order that he | to Lyon, in honor of Gen. Nathaniel Lyon who was | 

might receive the oath prescribed by the Constitu- | killed in the early part of the Civil War. 

P Sree Gov. Hempstead, accompanied by the retir- The season of 1851 was one of great disappoint- 

4 g¢ Executive, Gov. Briggs, the Judges of the Su- | ment to the pioneers of Towa, and much suffering 
, Shia Court and the, officers of State, entered the | was the result of the bad season of that year, By | 
~ hall of the House where the Goyernor-elect deliv- |. the year 1854, the State had fully recovered from el 
i ered his inaugural message, after which the oath | the depression thus produced, and that year as well iv 
| was administered by the Chief Justice of the Su- | as the following, the emigration from the East was il 
Ju preme Court. This was an important period in the | unprecedented, The prairies of Illinois were lined n 
mee vy history of the State, being at a time when the pub- | day after day with a continuous caravan of emi- § 1 
> lic affairs were assuming definite shape, and indeed | grants pushing on toward Towa, During a single i 
— it was what might be termed the formative period. | month 1743 wagons bound for Towa passed through ‘n 
re The session of the Legislature passed many import- | Peoria, So remarkable had been the influx of peo- 5 i 
re ant. acts which were approved by the Governor, and | ple into the State, that. in an issue of the Burling- i 
\ r during his term there were fifty-two new counties | ton Teleyraph appeared the following statement: 0 
Ds formed, Goy. Hempstead in his message to the | ‘“ ‘Twenty thousand emigrants have passed through i 
oe Fourth General Assembly in December, 1852, | the city within the last thirty days, and they are 1 
be stated that among other things, the population of | still crossing the Mississippi at the rate of 600.a day.” iy 
ne the State according to the Federal census was 192,- At the expiration of his term of service, which i 
‘< 914, and that the State census showed an increase | occurred in the latter part of the year 1854, Gov. i 
< for one year of 37,786. He also stated that the re- | Hempstead retur ned to his old home at Dubuque. Hy 
- sources of the State for the coming two years | In 1855 he was elected County Judge of Dubuque i 
: would be suflicient to cancel all that part of funded | County, and so acceptably did he serve the people tl 
ne debt which was payable at its option. that for twelve years he was chosen to fill that posi- w 
i= Among the numerous counties organized was one | tion. Under his administration the principal in 
Wr named Buncombe, which received its name in the | county building, including the jail, poorhouse, as q 


following way: The Legislature was composed of a | well as some valuable bridges, were erected. 
large majority favoring stringent corporation laws | Owing to ill-health he was compelled to retire from 
<5\| and the liability of individual stockholders for cor- | public life, passing the remainder of his days in 
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| f parate debts. This sentiment, on account of the | quietude and repose at Dubuque. There he lived 

ti hl agitation of railroad enterprises then being inaugu- | until Feb, 16, 1883, when, at his home, the light of A 

ie rated, brought a large number of prominent men his long and eventful life went out. The record ‘a 

tito the capital. To have an effect upon the Legis- | he has made, which was an honorable and distin- 4 

| pera lature, they organized a “lobby Legislature” and | guished one, was closed, and Iowa was called upon | 

H ey elected as Governor, Verplank Van Antwerp, who | to mourn the loss of one of her most distinguished i 

te 4 delivered to the self-constituted body a lengthy | pioneer citizens. THe had been an unusually useful §:/) 

a message in which he sharply criticized the regular | inan of the State and his services, which were able it 

i i General Assembly. Some of the members of the and wise, were rendered in that unselfish spirit ee 

| ye latter were in the habit of making long and useful | which distinguished so many of the early residents i 

ny %) speeches much to the hindrance of business. ‘Io | of this now prosperous State. 1 
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AMES W. 


GRIMES, 
third gentleman to fill the 
Kxecutive Chair of the State 
the 
town of Deering, Hillsbor- 
ough Co,, -N. H., Oct, 20, 


the 


of Iowa, was born in 


rvetteiss 
2299062666 626664466 


1816. His parents, John and 
Elizabeth (Wilson) Grimes, were 
also natives of the same town. 

of & ‘The former was born on the 11th 
NoWo\, of August, 1772, and the mother 
March 19,1773. They became the 
parents of eight children, of whom 
James was the youngest and be- 
came one of the most distinguished 
citizens of Iowa. He attended the 
(listrict schools, and in early childhood evinced an 
unusual taste for learning, Besides attending the 
district schools, the village pastor instructed him 
in Greek and Latin. After completing his prepar- 
; ations for college, which he did at Hampton Acad- 
s emy, he entered Dartmouth College, in August, 
A 1832, which was in the sixteenth year of his uge, 
+ He was a hard student, advanced rapidly, and in 
2 February, 1835, bid adieu to the college halls, and 
: With James Walker, of Peterborough, N. I1., he be- 
7 $8 the study of his chosen profession. 
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Feeling that his native State afforded too limited 
advantages, and, in fact, being of a rather advent- 
urous disposition, as well as ambitious, he desired 
broader fields in which to carve for himself a fort- 
une. He accordingly left the home that had 
sheltered him during his boyhood days, and turn- 
ing his face Westward proceeded until he had 


crossed the great Father of Waters, It was in 


1856, and young Grimes was indeed young to thus - 


take upon himself such responsibilities; but pos- 
sessing business tact, determination and tenacity, 
as well as an excellent professional training, he de- 
termined to open an office in the then new town of 
Burlington, Iowa. Here he hung out his shingle, 
and ere long had established a reputation which 
extended far beyond the confines of the little city, 

In April, 1837, he was appointed City Solicitor, 
and entering upon the duties of that office he 
assisted in drawing up the first police laws of that 
town. In 1838. he was appointed Justice of the 
Peace, and became a law partner of William W. 
Chapman, United States District Attorney for 
Wisconsin Territory. In the early part of the year 
1841 he formed a partnership with Henry W. Starr, 
Ksq., which continued twelve years. This firm 
stood at the head of the legal profession in Towa. 
Mr. Grimes was widely known as a counselor with 
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=) through his hands. 
ny | Mr. Grimes had become prominently identified 
with the Whig party, and being distinguished as an 
able lawyer, as well as a fair-minded, conscientious 
man, he was a prominent candidate for Governor 
before the convention which met in February, 1854. 
It was the largest convention of that party ever 
| held in Iowa and the last. He was chosen as a nom- 
| inee for Governor, was duly elected, and in Decem- 
ber, 1854, assumed the duties of the office. Shortly 
after his election it was proposed that he should go 
to the United States Senate, but he gave his ad- 
| mirers to understand that he was determined to fill 
the term of office for which he had been chosen. 
This he did, serving the full term to the entire sat- 
isfaction of all parties. He was a faithful party 
leader, and so able were his services that, while at 
the time of his election as Governor Democracy 
' reigned supreme in the State and its representatives 
| in Congress were allied to the slave power, he 
turned the State over to the Republican party. 

His term of office expired Jan. 14, 1858, when 
he retired from the Executive Chair, only, how- 
ever, to assume the responsibilities of a United 
States Senator. Upon the 4th of March of the fol- 
7 lowing year he took his seat in the Senate and was 
=“jplaced upon the Committee on Naval Affairs, upon 

Uwhich he remained during his Senatorial career, 

serving as Chairman of that important committee 
* from December, 1864, Jan. 16, 1864, Mr. Grimes 
(P7) was again chosen to represent Towa in the Senate 
hee Of the United States, receiving all but six of the 

ll-yotes of the General Assembly in joint convention, 
i - His counsel was often sought in matters of great 
* moment, and in cases of peculiar difficulty, Al- 
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superior knowledge of the law, and with a clear | ways ready to promote the welfare of the State, he u 
sense of truth and justice. He was chosen one of | gave, unsolicited, land worth $6,000 to the Congre- i 
| the Representatives of Des Moines County in the | gational College, at Grinnell. It constitutes the i 
first Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Iowa, | “ Grimes foundation,” and “is to be applied to the 4 
which convened at Burlington, Noy. 12, 1838; in establishment and maintenance in Iowa College, § 1 
> the sixth, at Iowa City, Dec. 4, 1845; and in the | forever, of four scholarships, to be awarded by the ti 
2" fourth General Assembly of the State, at’ lowa City, | Trustees, on the recommendation of the faculty, to tt 
te, Dee. 6, 1852. He early took front rank among the | the best scholars, and the most promising, in any a 
ca public men of Iowa, He was Chairman of the | department, who may need and seek such aid, and inh 
ir || Judiciary Committee in the House of Representa- | without any regard to the religious tenets or opin- Hn 
ar tives of the first Legislative Assembly of the Ter- | ions entertained by any person seeking either of ‘fh 
ritory, and all laws for the new Territory passed | said scholarships.’ These terms were imposed by ied 
\ Mr. Grimes, and assumed July 20, 1865, by the iH 
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Trustees. He received the honorary degree of 
LL.D. in 1865 from Dartmouth College, and also 
from Towa College. Healso aided in founding : 
public library in Burlington, donating $5,000, which 
was expended in the purchase of costly books, and 
subsequently sent from Europe 256 volumes in the 
German language, and also contributed 600 yol- 
umes of public documents. 

In January, 1869, he made a donation of $5,000 
to Dartmouth College, and $1,000 to the ‘Social 
Friend,” a literary society of which he was a mem- 
ber when in college. 

His health failing, Mr. Grimes sailed for Europe, 
April 14, 1869, remaining abroad two years, 
reaching home Sept. 22, 1871, apparently in im- 
proved health and spirits. In November he cele- 
brated his silver wedding, and spent the closing 
months of his life with his family. He voted at 
the city election, Feb, 5, 1872, and was suddenly 
attacked with severe pains in the region of the 
heart, and died after a few short hours of intense 
suffering. 

Senator Grimes was united in marriage at Bur- 
lington, Ia,, Nov. 9, 1846, with Miss Sarah Elizabeth 
Neally. Mr. Grimes stood in the foremost ranks 
among the men of his time, not only in the State 
but of the nation. ‘The young attorney who left 
the granite hills of New Hampshire for the fertile 
prairies of the West, distinguished himself both as 
an attorney and a statesman. Tis personal history 
is sO inseparably interwoven in that of the history 
of the State that a sketch of his life is indeed buta 
‘record of the history of his adopted State during 
the years of his manhood and vigor, 
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. & 6ALPH P. LOWE, the fourth 
Spee, Governor of the State of 
Towa, was born in Ohio in 
the year 1808, and like many 
others of the distinguished 
men of Lowa, came within her 


the field Benjamin M. Samuels for Governor and 
George Gillaspy for Lieutenant-Governor. . There 
was a third ticket in the field, supported by the 
American or “ Know-Nothing ” party, and bearing 
the names of T. F. Henry and Easton Morris. 
The election was held in October, 1857 ; 
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q ss of age when he crossed the great 
inne Father of Waters, settling upon its 
western bank at the then small vill- 
age of Muscatine. He at once 
identified himself with the interests 
of the growing city, and ere long 
became quite prominent in local 
affairs and of recognized ability in 
questions of public policy. He was shortly after- 
ward chosen as a representative from Muscatine 
County to the Constitutional Convention of 1844, 
{Which framed the Constitution which was rejected 
Eby the people. 

After this constitutional convention, Mr. Lowe 
took no further part in public matters for a num- 
her of years. He removed to Lee County about 
i: 1849 or 750, where he became District J udge as a 
gSuccessor to George H. Williams, who. was after- 
ward famous as President Grant’s Attorney Gen- 
HReral. He was District Judge five years, from 1852 
40 1857, being succeeded by Judge Clageett. In 
ie ‘Sa a ee he was nominated by the Re- 

Bion + 18 for Governor of Towa, with Oran Faville 
Ve cutenant-Governor. The Democracy put in 
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and gave 
Mr. Lowe 38,498 votes, against 36,088 for Mr. 
Samuels, and 1,006 for Mr. Henry. 

Hitherto the term of office had been four years, 
but by an amendment to the Constitution this was 
now reduced to two. Gov. Lowe was inaug- 
urated Jan, 14, 1858, and at onee sent his first 
message to the Legislature. Among the measures 
passed by this Legislature were bills to incorporate 
the State Bank of Iowa; to provide for an agricult- 
ural college; to authorize the business of banking ; 
disposing of the land grant made by Congress to 
the Des Moines Valley Railroad; to provide for 
the erection of an institution for the education of 
the blind, and to provide for taking a State census, 

No events of importance occurred during the 
administration of Goy, Lowe, but it was not a 
period of uninterrupted prosperity. The Governor 
sail in his biennial message of Jan. 10, 1860, 
reviewing the preceeding two years: “The period 
that has elapsed since the last biennial session has 
been one of great disturbing causes, and of anxious 
solicitude to all classes of our fellow-citizens. The 
first year of this period was visited with heavy and 
continuous rains, which reduced the measure of 
our field crops below one-half of the usual produet, 
whilst the financial revulsion which commenced 
upon the Atlantic coast in the autumn of 1857, did 




































not reach its climax for evil in our borders until 
the year just past.” 

He referred at length to the claim of the State 
against the Federal Government, and said that he 
had appealed in vain to the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior for the payment of the 5 per cent upon the 
military land warrants that the State is justly en- 
titled to, which then approximated to a million of 
dollars. The payment of this fund, he said, ‘is 
not a mere favor which is asked of the General 
Government, but a subsisting right which could be 
enforced in a court of justice, were there a tribunal 
of this kind clothed with the requisite jurisdiction.” 
The subject of the Des Moines River grant re- 
ceived from the Governor special attention, and he 
gave a history of the operations of the State author- 
ities in reference to obtaining the residue of the 
lands to which the State was entitled, and other in- 
formation as to the progress of the work. He also 
remarked “ that under the act.authorizing the Goy- 
ernor to raise a company of mounted men for de- 
fense and protection of our frontier, approved 
Feb. 9, 1858, a company of thirty such men, known 
as the Frontier Guards, armed and equipped as re- 
quired, were organized and mustered into service 
under the command of Capt. Henry B. Martin, of 
Webster City, about the 1st of March then follow- 
ing, and were divided into two companies, one 
stationed on the Little Sioux River, the other at 
Spirit Lake. Their presence afforded security and 
gave quiet to the settlements in that region, and 
after a service of four months they were disbanded. 
“Late in the fall of the year, however, great 
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alarm and consternation was again felt in the 
region of Spirit Lake and Sioux River settlements, 
produced by the appearance of large numbers of 
Indians on the border, whose bearing was insolent 
and menacing, and who were charged with clan- 
destinely running off the stock of the settlers. 
The most urgent appeals came from these settlers, 
invoking again the protection of the State. From 
representations made of the imminence of their 
danger and the losses already sustained, the Goy- 
into the field onee more the 
frontier guards, After a service of four or five 
months they were again discharged, and paid in the 
manner prescribed in the act under which they were 
called out.” 

Gov. Lowe was beaten for the renomination 
by Hon. §. J. Kirkwood, who was considered 
much the stronger man. To compensate him for 
his defeat for the second term, Goy. Lowe 
was appointed one of the three Judges under the 
new Constitution. He drew the short term, which 
expired in 1861, but was returned and served, all 
told, eight years. He then returned to the prac- 
tice of law, gradually working into a claim busi- 
ness at Washington, to which city he removed 
about 1874. In that city he died, on Saturday, 
Dec, 22, 1883. He had a large family. Carleton, 
one of his sons, was an officer in the Third Iowa 
Cavalry during the war. 

Gov. Lowe was a man of detail, accurate and 
industrious. In private and public life he was 
pure, upright and honest. In religious faith he 
was inclined to be a Spiritualist. 
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HE fifth Governor of Towa 
was Samuel J, 
Ile was 
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Kirkwood. 
born in Hartford 
County, Md., on his father’s 
© farm, Dec. 20, 1818. His 
.e father twice married, 
AY first to a lady named Coulson, 
who became the mother of two 
sons. After the death of this 
companion, the elder Kirkwood 
was united in marriage with 
Mary Alexander, who bore him 
ee children, all of whom were 
sons. Of this little family Samuel 
was the youngest, and when ten 
years of age was sent to Washington City to at- 
tend a school taught by John McLeod, a relative of 
the family. Here he remained for four years, iv- 
ing diligent attention to his studies, at the close of 
which time he entered a drug store at Washington 
as clerk, In this capacity he continued with the 
exception of eighteen months, until he reached his 
majority. During the interval referred to, young 
Kirkwood was living the life of a pedagogue in 

York County, Pa. 

In the year 1835, Samuel quit Washington and 
came westward to Richland County, Ohio. His 
father and brother had preceded him from Mary- 
land, locating upon a timbered farm in the Buckeye 
State. Here Samuel lent them. valuable assistance 
in clearing the farm. He was ambitious to enter 
ori aM “aia and in the year 1841, an oppor- 
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tunity was afforded him to enter the office of 
Thomas W. Bartley, afterward Governor of Ohio. 
The following two years he gave diligent applica- 
tion to his books, and in 1845, was admitted to 
practice by the Supreme Court of Ohio. He was |S 
then fortunate enough to form an association in | 
the practice of his profession with his former pre- 
ceptor, which relations continued for eight years. 

From 1845 to 1849 he served as Prosecuting 
Attorney of his county. In 1849 he was elected 
as a Democrat to represent his county and district 
in the Constitutional Convention. In 1851 Mr. 
Bartley, his partner, having been elected to the 
Supreme Judiciary of the State, Kirkwood formed 
a partnership with Barnabas Barns, with whom he 
continued to practice until the spring of 1855, 
when he removed to the West. 

Up to 1854 Mr. Kirkwood had acted with the; 
Democratic party. But the measures proposed and 
sustained that year by the Democracy in Congress, 












Nebraska Act, drove him with hosts of anti-slavery 
Democrats out of the party. He was besought by 
the opposition in the “Richland District” to be- ' 
come their candidate for Congress, but declined. \/Al* 
In 1855 he came to Towa and settled two miles 
northwest of Lowa City, entering into a partnership 
with his brother-in-law, Ezekiel Clark, in the mill- 
ing business, and kept aloof from public affairs, 
He could not long conceal his record and abilities 
from his neighbors, however, and in 1856 he was 
elected to the State Senate from the district com- 
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SAMUEL J. KIRKWOOD. 
SS ee ee eee ee eee eee 
posed of the counties of Iowa and Johnson, and | jj js appointment to the office of Secretary of the 
served in the last session of the Legislature held at Interior by President Lincoln, just before his 
Iowa City and the first one held at Des Moines, death, but had withdrawn from the cabinet soon 
In 1859 Mr. Kirkwood was made the standard- | after the aceession of Mr, Johnson to the Presi- 
bearer of the Republicans of Iowa, and though he dency. In this way it happened that the Legisla- 
had as able and popular a competitor as Gen. A. | ture had two terms of United States Senator to fill, 
C. Dodge, he was elected Governor of Towa by a | a short term of two years, to fill Harlan’s unexpired 
|_ majority of over 3,000, Ile was inaugurated Jan. term, and a long term of six years to immediately 
a 11,1860. Before the expiration of his first term | succeed this; and Harlan had now become a candi- 
| came the great Civil War. As Governor, during | gate for his own successorship, to which Kirkwood 
il the darkest days of the Rebellion, he performed an also aspired. Ultimately, Kirkwood was elected 
l exceedingly important duty. He secured a prompt | for the first and Harlan for the second term,  Dur- 
Biel response by yOLuarisers to all requisitions by the ing his brief Senatorial service, Kirkwood did not 
fi} fp} Federal Government on the State for troops, SO | hesitate to measure swords with Senator Sumner, 
all that during his Sovernorship no “draft” took | whose natural egotism had begotten in him an ar- 
Tat Ih place in Lowa, and no regiment, except the first, 
enlisted for less than three years. At the same 
fime he maintained the State’s financial credit. long experience and eminent ability, but unpalata- 
! The Legislature, at its extra session in 1861, | ble to an independent Western Senator like Kirk- 
pauthorized the sale of $800,000 in bonds, to assist wood. 
u in arming and equipping troops. So frugally was | . At the close of his Senatorial term, March 4, 
Iithis work done, that but $300,000 of the bonds 1867, he resumed the practice of law, which a few 
l were sold, and the remaining $500,000 not having | years later he relinquished to accept the Presidency 
I heen required, the bonds representing this amount | of the Iowa City Savings Bank. In 1875 he was 
h wate destroyed by order of the succeeding Legis- | again elected Governor, and was inaugurated Jan, 
ips piture, | 15, 1876. THe served but little over a year, as 
jj| in October, 1861, Gov, Kirkwood was, with com- early in 1877 he was chosen United States Senator. 
paratively little opposition, re-elected—an honor | [He filled this position four years, resigning to be- 
i hecorded for the first time in the history of the | come secretary of the Interior in President Gavr- 
jptate. His majority was about 18,000, During | field’s Cabinet. In this office he was succeeded, 
is second term he was appointed by President April 17, 1882, by Henry M, Teller, of Colorado, 
| Lincoln to be Minister to Denmark, but he declined Gov. Kirkwood returned to Iowa City, his home, 


= 


alt > enter hipon his diplomatic duties until the expir- | where he still resides, being now advanced in years, 
lt tion of hig hex as Governor, The position was | He was married in 1545, to Miss Jane Clark, a na- 
llikept open for him until that time, but, when it | tive of Ohio. 
|| “ume, pressing’ private business compelled a declin- 
iktion of the oftice altogether. 
ni} In January, 1866, he was a prominent candidate 
efore the Legislature for United States Senator, 
nator Harlan had resigned the Senatorship upon 
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rogant and dictatorial manner, borne with humbly 
until then by his colleagues, in deference to his 
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In 1886 Mr. Kirkwood was nominated for Con- 
gress by the Republicans of his district. Consider- 
able interest was manifested in the contest, as both 
the Labor and Democratic parties had popular can- 
didates in the field, 
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ILLIAM M. STONE, the 
’ sixth Governor of Iowa, was 
« born Oct. 14, 1827, His 
, parents, Truman and La- 
4H vina (North) Stone, who 
were Of English ancestry, 
> moved to Lewis County, N. 

Y., when William was but a 
year old. William’s grandfather, Aaron 
Stone, was in the second war with En- 
gland. When our subject was six years 
of age his parents. moved into Ohio, lo- 
cating in Coshocton County. Like many 
Other self-made men, William M. had few 
advantages. Ie never attended a school 
of any kind more than twelve months, 
In boyhood he was for two seasons a team-driver 
onthe Ohio Canal, At seventeen he was appren- 
ticed to the chairmaker’s trade, and he followed 
that business until he was twenty-three years of 
age, reading law meantime during his spare hours, 
wherever he happened to be. He commenced at 
Coshocton, with James Mathews, who afterward 
became his father-in-law; continued his reading 
with Gen. Lucius V. Pierce, of Akron, and finished 
with Ezra B. Taylor, of Ravenna. He was admitted 
to the bar in August, 1851, by Peter Hiteheock 
ind Rufus P. Ranhey, Supreme Judges, holding a 
ay term of coury at Ravenna, 
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After practicing three years at Coshocton with 
his old preceptor, James Mathews, he, in November 
‘ws a4 ‘ — . . 4 
L854, settled in Knoxville, which has remained his 
home since. 























The year after locating here Mr, 
Stone purchased the Knoxville. Journal, and was 
one of the prime movers in forming the Republican 
party in Iowa, being the first editor to suggest a 
State Convention, which met Feb. 22 


22, 1856, and 
eompleted the organization. In the autumn of the 


same year he was a Presidential elector on the Re- 
publican ticket, 













































In April, 1857, Mr. Stone was chosen Judge of 
the Eleventh Judicial District. He was elected 
Judge of the Sixth Judicial District when the new 
Constitution went into Operation in 1858, and was 
serving onthe bench when the American flag was 
stricken down at Fort Sumter. At. that time, 
April, 1861, he was holding court in’ Fairfield, 
Jefferson County, and when the news came of the 
insult to. the old flag he immediately adjourned 
court and prepared for what he believed to be more 
important duties—duties to his country. 

In May he enlisted as a private; was made Cap- 
tain of Co. B, Third Iowa Inf., and was subse- 
quently promoted to Major. With that regiment 
he was at the battle of Blue Mill, Mo., in Septem- 
her, 1861, where he was wounded. At Shiloh, the 
following spring, he commanded the regiment and 
was taken prisoner, By order of Jefferson Davis 
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-> he was Rasoied for’ the time of forty days, with 
‘_ ‘orders to repair to Washington, and if possible 

~. r ORs) secure an agreement for a cartel for a general ex- 

oT « ~a ak change of prisoners, and to return as a prisoner if 


he did not succeed. Failing to secure that result 
within the period specified, he returned to Rich- 
mond and had his parole extended fifteen days; re- 
pairing again to Washington, he effected his pur- 
pose and was exchanged. 


In August, 1862, he was appointed by Gov. 
Kirkwood Colonel of the Twenty-second Iowa 
Infantry, which rendezvoused and organized at 
Camp Pope, Iowa City, the same month. The 
regiment was occupied for several months in guard- 
= ‘ing supply stores and the railroad, and escorting 
supply trains to the Army of the Southeast Mis- 
souri until Jan. 27, 1863, when it received orders 
to join the army under Gen. Davidson, at West 
Plains, Mo, After a march of five days it reached 
its destination, and was brigaded with the T wenty- | 
first and Twenty-third Iowa regiments, Col. Stone 
commanding, and was designated the First Brigade, 
First Division, Army of Southeast Missouri. April 
1 found Col. Stone at Milliken’s Bend, La., to assist 
Grant in the capture of Vicksbure. He was now 
in immediate command of his regiment, which 
) j formed a part of a brigade under Col. C, L. Harris, 
||of the Eleventh Wisconsin. In the advance upon 
| ul Port Gibson Col. Harris was taken sick, and Col. 
| bd Stone was again in charge of a brigade. In_ the 
jf battle of Port Gibson the Colonel and his com- 
_ mand distinguished themselves, and were successful. 
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The brigade was in the reserve at Champion Hills, 
and in active skirmish at Black River. 

On the evening of May 21 Col. Stone received 
Gen. Grant’s order for a general assault on the 
enemy’s lines at 10 A. M. on the 22d. In this 
charge, which was unsuccessful, Col. Stone was 
again wounded, receiving a gunshot in the left 
forearm. Col. Stone commanded a brigade until 
the last of August, when, being ordered to the Gulf 
Department, he resigned. 
popular with the people of Iowa. 

He was nominated ina Republican convention, 
held at Des Moines in June, 1863, and was elected 
by a very large majority. He was breveted Brig- 
adier-General in 1864, during his first year as Goy- 
ernor. He was rianenentel Jan, 14, 1864, and was 
re-elected in 1865, his four years in office closing 
Jan. 16, 1868. His majority in 1863 was nearly 
30,000, and in 1865 about 16,500, His diminished 
vote in 1865 was due to the fact that he was very 
strongly committed in favor of negro suffrage. 

Gov. Stone made a very energetic and _ efficient, 
Executive. Since the expiration of his gubernatorial 
term he has sought to escape the public notice, and 
has given his time to his private business interests. 
He is in partnership with Hon. O, B. Ayres, of 
Knoxville, in legal practice. 

He was elected to the General Assembly in 1877, 
and served one term. 


He had become very 


In May, 1857, he married Miss Carloaet Mathews, 
a native of Ohio, then residing in Knoxville. They 
have one son—William A. 
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Pp AMUEL MERRILL, Governor 
from 1868 to 1872, was born 
in Oxford County, 
Aug. 7, 1822. 


Maine, 
He is a de- 


of Peter Hill, who came from 
England and settled in Maine 
in 1653, From this ancestry have 
sprung most of the Hills in Ameri- 
ca. On his father’s side he is a de- 
cendant of Nathaniel Merrill, who 
came from England in 1636,and lo- 
‘ated in Massachusetts. Nathaniel 
had a son, Daniel, who in turn had 
ason named John, and he in turn 
begat a son called Thomas. The 
latter was born Dec. 18, 1708. On the 4thof Aug- 
ust, 1728, was born to him a son, Samuel, who was 
married and had a family of twelve children, one of 
whom, Abel, was taken by his father to Boston in 
1750, Abel was married to Elizabeth Page, who 
had five children, one of whom, Abel, Jr., was the 
father of our subject. We married Abigail Hill 
- June 25, 1809, and to them were born eight chil- 
dren, Samuel being the youngest but one. At the 
age of sixteen Samuel moved with his parents to 
Buxton, Maine, the native place of his mother, 
where his time was employed in turns in teaching 
and attending school until he attained his majority. 
| Having determined to make teaching a profession, 
Re and feeling that the South offered better opportu- 
i nities, he immediately set out for that section, He 
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was born too far North.” — Suspicion having been 
raised as to his abolition principles and finding the 
element not altogether congenial, he soon abandoned 
the sunny South and went to the old Granite State, 
where the next several years were spent in farming. 
In 1847 he moved to ‘Tamworth, N. H., where he 
engaged in the mercantile business in company with 
a brother, in which he was quite successful. Not 
being satisfied with the limited resources of North- 
ern New England he determined to try his good 
fortune on the broad prairies of the fertile West. 

It was in the year 1856 that Mr. Merrill turned 
his face toward the setting sun, finding a desirable 
location near McGregor, Iowa, where he established 
« branch house of the old firm, The population in- 
creased, as also did their trade, and their house be- 
ame one Of the most extensive wholesale establish- 
ments on the Upper Mississippi. During all these 
years of business Mr. Merrill took an active*part in | 
politics, In 1854 he was chosen on the abolition | 
ticket to the Legislature of New Hampshire. The 
following year he was again returned to the Legis- 
lature, and doubtless had he remained in that State 
would have risen still higher. Incoming to Iowa 
his experience and ability were demanded by his 
neighbors, and he was here called into public serv- 
ice, Ile was sent to the Legislature, and though 
assembled with the most distinguished men of his 
time, took a leading part in the important services 
demanded of that body. The Legislature was con- 
vened in an extra session of 1861, to provide for 
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Pa*s. ut the exigencies of the Rebellion, and in its deliber- 
» nny 2 : . 

a fe ations Mr. Merrill took an active part. 

i rd : : ‘ : 

Os ) In the suunmer of 1862, Mr. Merrill was commis- 

. sioned Colonel of the 21st Iowa Infantry, and im- 
Pp mediately went to the front. At the time Marma- 













































duke was menacing the Union forces in Missouri, 
which called for prompt action on the part of the 
Union Generals, Col. Merrill was placed in com- 
mand, with detachments of the 21st Lowa and 99th 
Hlinois, a portion of the 5d Lowa Cavalry and two 
pieces of artillery, with orders to make a forced 
march to Springfield, he being at the time eighty 
miles distant. On the morning of Jan. LL, 1565, 
he came across a body of Confederates who were 
advancing in heavy force, Immediate preparations 
for battle were made by Col. Merrill, and after brisk- 
ly firing for an hour, the enemy fell back, Merrill 
| then moved in the direction of Hartville, where he 
found the enemy in force under Marmaduke, being 
about eight thousand strong, while Merrill had but 
one-tenth of that number. A hot struggle ensued 
in which the Twenty-first distinguished itself. ‘The 
Confederate loss was several officers and three hun- 
dred men killed and wounded, while the Union loss 
- was but seven killed and sixty-four wounded, The 
Sil) following winter the regiment performed active 
i{]| service, taking part in the campaign of Vicksburg. 
i Tt fought under MeClernand at Port Gibson, and 
ii while making the famous charge of Black River 
Bridge, Col, Merrill was severely wounded through 
the hip. He was laid up from the 17th of May to 
> January. when be again joined his regiment in 
1) ‘Texas, and in June, 1864, on account of suffering 
lAiechy| from his wound, resigned and returned to Me- 
ecml| Gregor In 1867 Ma, Merrill was chosen Gov- 
LJki| ernor of the State, being elected upon the Repub- 
lican ticket. He served with such satisfaction, that 
in 1869 he was re-nominated and accordingly 
elected. 
Under 
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the administration of Goy. Merriil, 
House was inaugurated, The Thirteenth General 
Assembly provided for the building at a cost of 
ny $1,500,000, and made an appropriation with which 

tito begin the work of $150,000. With this sum the 
eae work was begun, and Noy. 25, L871, the corer 


H| stone was laid in the presence of citizens from all 
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SAMUEL MERRILL, 





TT 


parts of the State. 
delivered the address, 
the incidents culminating in the labors of the day. 
It was replete with historical facts, showed patient 
research, was logical and arguinentative, and at times 


On this occasion the Governor 


eloquent with the fire and genius of American pa- 
triotism. It a worthy of the oceasion, 
and does justice to the head and heart that con- 


is a paper 
ceived it. 

During the gubernatorial career of Goy. Mer- 
rill, extending through terms, from Janu- 
iry, 1868, to January, 1872, he was actively en- 
aged in the discharge of his official duties, and 
probably no incumbent of that oflice ever devoted 
himself more earnestly to the public good, stand- 
ing by theside of Gov. Fairchild, of Wisconsin. 
The two were instrumental in placing the slack- 
water navigation between the Mississippi and the 
Lakes in the way of ultimate and certain success, 
The Governor treated this subject to great length 
and with marked ability in his message to the Thir- 
teenth General Assembly, and so earnest was he in 
behalf of this improvement, that he again discussed 
it in his message to the Fourteenth General Assem- 
bly. In the instigation of the work the Governors 
of the different States interested, called conventions, 
and through the deliberations of these assemblies 
the aid of the General Government was secured, 

Samuel Merrill was first married to Catherine 
Thomas, who died in 1847, fourteen months after 
their marriage. In January, 1551, he was united 
in marriage with a Miss Hill, of Buxton, Maine, 
She became the mother of four children, three of 
whom died young, the eldest living to be-only two 
and a half years old. 

After the expiration of his public service he re- 


two 


“iy 
5 


turned to McGregor, but shortly afterward removed 


to Des Moines, where he is now residing, and is 
President of the Citizens’ National Bank. 

Thus briefly have been pointed out the leading 
features in the life of one of Lowa’s most promi- 
vent citizens, and one who has made an honorable 
record both in public positions and private enter- 
prises. He is highly esteemed in the city where he 
resides and is regarded as one of the faithful rep- 
resentatives of the sons of New England. In stat- 
ure he is fully six feet high and finely proportioned. 
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VEN YRUS CLAY CARPENTER, 


ll ’ ver . . *« tae we 
m rovernor Of Lowa from 1872 
to 1875, inclusive, was born 

in Susquehanna County, Pa., 
WW) Nov. 24, 1829. 


tle was loft 
tn orphan at an early age, lis 
mother dying when he was at 
the age of ten years, and his father two 
years later, destitute 
circumstances, and went first to learn 
the trade of a clothier, which, however, 
he abandoned after a few months, and 
engaged with a farmer, giving a 


4 


Ile was left in 


term 
in the winter, however, to attendance 
upon the distriet school. When eighteen 
he began teaching school, and the fol- 
lowing four years divided his time between teach- 
ing and attending the academy at Hartford. At 
the conclusion of this period he went to Ohio, 
whtre he engaged asa teacher for a year and a 
half, spending the summer at farm work. 

In the year 1854 Mr. Carpenter came further 
westward, visiting many points in Illinois 
Iowa, arriving at Des Moines, then a Village 
some 1,200 inhabitants. 


and 
of 
ry: 
This place, however, not 
offering a favorable location, he proceeded on his 
journey, arriving in Fort Dodge June 28, 1854 
Owing to his being without funds he was compelled 
to travel on foot, in which way the Journey to Fort 
Dodge was made, with his entire worldly posses- 
_Slons in a carpet-sack which he carried in his hand 
He soon found employment at Fort Dodge, as as- 
Sistant to a Government surveyor. This work be- 
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ing completed, young Carpenter 


| assisted his land. 
lord. | 


in cutting hay, but soon secured another 
position as a surveyor’s assistant, In the early 
part of the following January he engaged in teach- 
ing school at Fort Dodge, but in the spring was 
employed to take charge of a set of Bibyeyors in 
surveying the counties of Emmet and Kossuth, 
On his retum to Fort Dodge he found the Jand.- 
office, which had been established at that place, 
was about to open for the sale of land, Being 
familiar with the country and the location of the 
best land, he opened a private land-oflice, and 
found constant and profitable employment for the 
Baas three years, in platting and surveying 
lauds for those seeking homes, During this period 
he became extensively known, and, being an active 
Republican, he was 


. chosen as a standard-bearer for 
his section of the 


State. He was elected: to the 
wituinn of 1857. In 1861, on 
the breaking out of. the Rebellion, he volunteered 
at Was assigned to duty as Commissary of Sub- 
PR OEaICE, inuch of the time being Chief Commissary 
of the left wing of the 16th Army Corps, In 1864 
he was promoted Lieutenant-Colonel and assigned 
to duty on the staff of Gen, Logan, as Chief Com- 
missary of the 14th Army Corps. He continued in 
the service until the close of the war, and in 
August, 1865, was mustered out. 


Legislature in the 


Upon the close of his service to his country he 
returned to his home at Fort Dodge, but, owing to 
so many changes which had taken place, and such 
an influx of enterprising men into the city, he 
found his once prosperous business in the hands ‘of 

















Oe Oe O8 te OWENS | O meee te oe eee 


7 
hers 
’ 


Sente 





























ee+ea480 


140 








others. He turned his attention to the improve- 
ment of a piece of land, where he remained until 
his election, in the autumn of 1866, as Register of 
the State Land-Office. He was re-elected in 1868, 
and refused the nomination in 1870, ‘This position 
took him to Des Moines, but in 1870 he returned 
to Fort Dodge. During the summer of the follow- 
ing year he was nominated by the Republican party 
for Governor. He was elected, and inaugurated as 
Chief Executive of Iowa Jan. 11,1872. In 1873 
he was renominated by his party, and October 14 
of that year was re-elected, his inauguration taking 
place Jan, 27, 1874. Gov. Carpenter was an able, 
popular and faithful Executive, and was regarded 
as one of the most honest, prominent and unselfish 
officials the State ever had. Plain, unassuming, 
modest, he won his public position more through 
the enthusiasm of his friends than by any personal 
effort or desire of his own, Everywhere, at all 
times and upon all occasions, he demonstrated that 
. the confidence of his friends was justified, Ie took 
an active part in the great question of monopolies 
and transportation evils, which during his adminis- 
tration were so prominent, doing much to secure 
wise legislation in these respects. 

Gov. Carpenter has been regarded as a public 
speaker of more than ordinary ability, and has 
upon many oceasions been the orator, and always 
appreciated by the people. 

At the expiration of his second term as Governor 
Mr, Carpenter was appointed Second Comptroller 
of the United States Treasury, which position he 
resigned after a service of fifteen months. This 
step was an evidence of his unselfishness, as it was 
taken because another Bureau officer was to be dis- 
missed, as it was held that Iowa had more heads of 
Bureaus than she was entitled to, and his resigning 
an ees of the higher grade saved the position to 
In 1881 he was pelented to Congress, and 
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Q Assembly of this he renpaanied Webster County. 
‘i Gov. Carpenter was married, in March, 1864, to 
aie Susan uae Seb of Fort Dodge. No chil- 
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i Dring his entire life Mr. Serene has been de- 
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CYRUS CLAY CARPENTER. 
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interests of all classes of citizens who, by adoption 
or by birth-right, are entitled to a home upon our 
soil and the protection of our laws, under the great 
charter of “¢ Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Hap- 
piness.”’ In an address in 1852 he took advanced 
views upon the leading subjects of public Interest. 
Ile had already laid the foundation for that love of 
freedom which afterwards found an ample field of 
labor with the Republican party, There was noth- 
ing chimerical in his views. He looked at every 
strata of human society, and, from the wants of the 
masses, wisely devined duty and prophesied destiny. 
He would have the people of a free Republic edu- 
cated in the spirit of the civilization of the age. 
Instead of cultivating a taste fir a species of liter- 
ature tending directly to degrade the mind and 
deprave the heart, thereby leading back to a state 
of superstition and consequent barbarism, he would 
cultivate principles of temperance, Industry and 
economy in every youthful mind, as the indispens- 
able ingredients of good citizens, or subjects upon 
whose banner wil} be inseribed Liberty, Equality, 
Fraternity. 

Thus early in life Mr. Carpenter saw the destined 
tendency of our American institutions, and the ad- 
vancing civilization of the age. He saw it in the 
peace congress, whose deliberations have made the 
Rhine thrice immortal. He saw it in the prospect- 
ive railway, which he believed would one day 
unite the shores of the Atlantic with those of the 

-acific—a fact realized by the construction of the 
great continental railway. 

It was thus early that he began to study the 
wants of the world, and with what clearness and 
directness may be seen by the correctness of his 
vision and the accomplishment of what he consid- 
ered an inevitable necessity. 

Thus, growing up into manhood, and passing on- 
ward in the rugged pathway of time, disciplined in 
political economy and civil ethies in the stern 
school of experience, he was prepared to meet every 
emergency with a steady hand; to bring order out 
of discord, and insure harmony and prosperity. 

Goy. Carpenter is now engaged in the quiet pur- 
suits of farm life, residing at Fort Dodge, where 
he is highly esteemed as one of her purest minded 
aud most upright citizens. 
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OSHUA G. NEWBOLD, the 
ninth Governor of Iowa, is 
a native of Pennsylvania. 
IIe comes from that excellent 

stock known as the Friends, 
who very early settled in 

New Jersey. Joshua G, is the 

son of Barzilla and Catherine 

(House) Newbold, and was born 
>in Fayette County, May 12, 

1830. He was a farmer’s 

boy and was reared in the vigor- 

farm work, 

When he was eight years.of age the 

family moved to Westmoreland 

County, Pa,, where, in the common 


born 


ous employment of 


schools and in a select school or academy, young 
Newbold received his education. When sixteen 
years of age he accompanied the family on their re- 
turn to Fayette County. Here for the following 
eight years he assisted his father in running a flour- 
ing-mill as well as devoting much of his time to 
teaching school, When about nineteen years of 
age our subject began the study of medicine, de- 
voting much of his time while teaching to his med- 
ical books. He, however, abandoned the idea of 
becoming a physician and turned his attention to 
different walks in life. 

In the month of Marth, 1854, Mr. Newbold re- 
moved to Lowa, locating on a farm, now partly in 
the corporation of Mount Pleasant, Henry County. 
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At the end of one year he removed to “Cedar 
fownship, Van Buren County, there merchandising 
and farming till about 1860, when he removed to 


Hillsboro, Henry County, and pursued the same 
callings. 





In 1862, when the call was made for 600,000 men | 
to finish the work of crushing the Rebellion, Mr. 
Newbold left his farm in the hands of his family 
and his store in charge of his partner, and went into 
the army as Captain of Company C, 25th Regiment 
of lowa Infantry. He served nearly three years, 
resigning just before the war closed, on account of 
disability. During the last two or three months he 
served at the South he filled the position of Judge 
Advocate, with headquarters at Woodville, Ala. 

His regiment was one of those that made Towa 
troops famous. It arrived at Helena, Ark., in HH 
November, 1862, and sailed in December following jj . 
on the expedition against Vicksburg by way ot] 
Chickasaw Bayou. At the latter place was its first 
engagement, Its second was at Arkansas Post, and 
there it suffered severely, losing in killed and 
wounded more than sixty. 










































After Lookout Mountain it joined in the pursuit 
of Brage’s flying forces to Ringgold, where it en- 
gaged the enemy in their strony works, November 
27, losing twenty-nine wounded, “The following 
year it joined Sherman in his Atlanta Campaign, | 
then on the famous march to the sea and through — jl i 
the Carolinas, , 

On returning to Iowa he continued in the mer- 
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cantile trade at Hillsboro for three or four years, 
and then sold out, giving thereafter his whole at- 
tention to agriculture, stock -rausing and stock-deal- 
ing, making the stock department an important 
factor in his business for several years. Mr. New- 
bold was a member of the 13th, 14th and 15th Gen- 
A) eral Assemblies, representing Henry County, and 
_ was Chairman of the School Committee in the 14th, 
and of the committee on appropriations in the 15th 
General Assembly. In the 15th (1874) he was tem- 
porary Speaker during the deadlock in organizing 
the House, In 1875 he was elected Lieutenant 
Governor on the Republican ticket with Samuel J. 
Kirkwood, 
His Democratic competitor was E. D. Woodward, 
who received 93,060 votes. Mr. Newbold received 
134,166, or a majority of 31,106. Governor Kirk- 
wood being elected United States Senator during 
that session, Mr. Newbold became Governor, taking 
the chair Feb. 1, 1877, and vacating it for Gov. 
Gear in January, 1878. 
Gov. Newbold’s message to the Legislature 
in 1878, shows painstaking care and a clear, busi- 
-ness-like view of the interests of the State. Tis 
recommendations were carefully considered and 
largely adopted. The State’s finances were then in 
a less creditable condition than ever before or 
|| since, as there was an increasing floating debt, then 
‘amounting to $340,826.56, more. than $90,000 in 
ill excess of the Constitutional limitation. Said Gov. 
i) Newbold in his message: ‘The commonwealth 
_ ought not to set an example of dilatoriness 
in meeting its obligations. Of all forms of indebt- 
edness, that of a floating character is the most ob- 
jectionable. The uncertainty as to its amount will 
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step which yearly finds more favor with the people: 
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invariably enter into any computation made by per- | 
sons contracting with the State for supplies, mater- 
ial or labor. To remove the present difficulty, and 
to avert its recurrence, I look upon as the most im- 
portant work that will demand your attention.” 
One of the greatest problems before statesmen is § 
that of equal and just taxation. The following § 
recommendation shows that Gov. Newbold was 
abreast with foremost thinkers, for it proposes a § 


“The inequalities of the personal-property valu- 
ations of the several counties suggest to my mind 
the propriety of so adjusting the State’s levy as to 
require the counties to pay into the State treasury 
only the tax on realty, leaving the corresponding § 
tax on personalty in the county treasury. This § 
would rest with each county the adjustment of its 
own personal property valuations, without fear that 
they might be so high as to work injustice to itself 
in comparison with other counties.” 

Gov. Newbold has always affiliated with the 
Republican party, and holds to its great cardinal 
doctrines, having once embraced them, with the 
same sincerity and honesty that he cherishes his re- 
ligious sentiments. He has been a Christian for 
something like twenty-five years, his connection be- 
ing with the Free-Will Baptist Church. He found 
his wife, Rachel Farquhar, in Fayette County, Pa., 
their union taking place on the 2d of May, 1850. 
They have had five children and lost two. The 
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names of the living are Mary Allene, Emma 
Irene and George C, 

The Governor is not yet an old man, and may § 
serve his State or county in other capacities in the 
coming years. 
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OHN H. GEAR, the tenth 
gentleman to oceupy the 
Executive Chair of Iowa, is 

still a resident of Burlington. 

He is a native of the Empire 

State, where in the city of 

Ithica, April 7, 1825, he was born, 
Rey. I. G. Gear, his father, was 
born in New London, Conn., in 
1792, and became a distinguished 
clergyman of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church. His family had 
removed with him, while he was 
still young, to Pittsfield, Mass., and 
in the year 1816, after his ordina- 
tion as a clergyman of the Episco- 
pal Church, he went to New York 
and located at Onondaga Hill near 
the city of Syracuse. Shortly after 
this settlement, the young minister 
was united in marriage with Miss 

Miranda KE, Cook. After serving 

various congregations in Western 

New York for many years, he de- 

termined to become a pioneer in 

‘3? Northern Illinois, which at the time, in the year 

1856; was being rapidly settled up. He found a 

i desirable location at Galena where he remained un- 

# til 1838, when he received the appointment as 

+ Chaplain in the United States army while located 

jut Fort Snelling, Minn. He lived a long and act. 

ive life, doing much good, quitting his labors in 
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a 1874, at the advanced age of eighty-two 

The only son born to Mr. and Mrs. E. G. Gear 
was J. H., afterward the distinguished Governor of 
Towa. As above stated the birth occurred in 1825. 
In 1843, when still a young man, he came West to 
Burlington, where he has since continued to reside 
her most distinguished citizen. Shortly after his 
arrival In the young city, he embarked in his mer- 
cantile career, engaging at the time with the firm 
of Bridgman & Bros., in the capacity of a clerk. 
Remaining with this firm for a little over a year, 
he left them for an engagement with W. F. Cool- 
baugh, who at one time was President of the 
Union National Bank, of Chicago, and who at that 
early period was the leading inerchant of Eastern 
lowa. He served Mr. Coolbaugh so faithfully, and 
with such marked ability for the following five 
years, that, when desirous of a partner in his busi- 
ness, the wealthy merchant could find no one in 
whom he could place greater confidence and with 
whom he could trust his extensive business rela- 
tions that pleased him better than the young clerk. 
Accordingly he was associated as a partner under 
the firm name of W. F. Coolbaugh & Co. Under 
this arrangement the firm did a prosperous busi- 
ness for the following five years, when Mr. Gear 
purchased the entire business, which he earried on 
with marked success until he became known as the 
oldest wholesale grocer in the State. He is at present, 
besides filling other prominent business relations, 
President of the Rolling Mill Co., of Galesburg. 
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Mr.Gcar has been honored by his fellow-citizens 
with many positions of trust. In 1852 he was 
elected Alderman; in 1863 was elected Mayor 
over A. W. Carpenter, being the first Republican 
up to that time who had been elected in Burlington 
on a party issue. In 1867 the Burlington, Cedar 
Rapids & Minnesota Railroad Company was organ- 
ized, and he was chosen as its President. His ef- 
forts highly contributed to the success of the enter- 
prise, which did much for Burlington. He was 
also active in promoting the Burlington & South- 
western Railway, as well as the Burlington & North- 
western narrow-gauge road. 

He has always acted with the Republican party, 
and in 1871 was nominated and elected a member 
of the House of Representatives of the 14th 
General Assembly. In 1873 he was elected to the 
15th General Assembly. The Republican cau- 
cus of the House nominated him for Speaker by 
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“ acclamation, and after a contest of two weeks he 
4 was chosen over his opponent, J. W. Dixon, He 
z filled the position of Speaker very acceptably, and 
<. at the close of the session all the members of the 
vn House, independent of party affiliations, joined in 
aa signing their names toa resolution of thanks, which 
mr was engraved and presented to him. In 1875 he 
“ was the third time nominated to the Assembly by 
<5 the Republican party, and while his county gave a 
“ large Democratic vote he was again elected. He 


was also again nominated for Speaker by the Re- 
publican caucus, and was elected by a handsome 
majority over his competitor, Hon, John Y. Stone. 
He is the only man in the State who ever had the 
honor of being chosen to this high position a sec- 
ond time. He enjoys the reputation of being an 
able parliamentarian, his rulings never having been 
appealed from. At the close of the session he 
again received the unanimous thanks of the House 
‘ of Representatives for his courtesy and impartiality, 
fjand for the able and satisfactory manner in which 
“ihe had presided over that body. 

In 1877 he was fiominated for Governor by the 
) Republican convention which met at Des Moines, 
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io an June 28, and at the election held the following 
ea / i‘ October he received 121,546 votes, against 79,353 


Pe for John P. Irish, 10,639 for Elias Jessup and 38,- 
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was 42,193. He was inaugurated Jan. 17, 1878, 
and served four years, being re-elected in 1879 by 
the following handsome vote: Gear, 157,571; 
Trimble, 85,056; Campbell, 45,439; Dungan, 3,258; § 
Gear’s majority over all competitors, 23,828. His § 
second inauguration occurred in January of the 
year 1880. 

Gov. Gear’s business habits enabled him to dis- 
charge the duties of his office with marked ability. 
He found the financial condition of the State at a 
low ebb, but raised Towa’s credit to that of the 
best of our States. In his last biennial message he 
was able to report: “ The warrants out-standing, 
but not bearing interest, Sept. 50, 1881, amounted 
to $22,093.74, and there are now in the treasury 
ample funds to meet the current expenses of the 
State. The war and defense debt has been paid, 
except the warrants for $125,000 negotiated by the 
Executive, Auditor and Treasurer, under the law 
of the 18th General Assembly, and $2,500 of 
the original bonds not yet presented for pay. 
ment. The only other debt owing by the State 
amounts to $245,435.19, due to the permanent 5 
school fund, a portion of which is made irredeem- § 
able by the Constitution, These facts place Iowa 
practically among the States which have no debt, 
a consideration which must add much to her repu- 
tation. The expenses of the State for the last two 
years are less than those of any other period since 
1869, and this notwithstanding the fact that the 
State is to-day sustaining several institutions not §) 
then in existence; namely, the hospital at Inde- 
pendence, the additional penitentiary, the Normal § 
School and the asylum for the feeble-minded chil- § 
dren, besides the girl’s department of the reform 
school. The State also, at present, makes provision 
for fish culture, for a useful weather service, for 
sanitary supervision by 1 Board of Health, for en- 
couraging immigration to the State, for the inspec- 
tion of coal mines by a State Inspector, and liber- § 
uly for the military arm of the Government.” 

Gov. Gear is now in the sixty-first year of bis 
age, and is in the full vigor of both his mental and 
physieal faculties. He was married in 1852 to 
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Harriet S. Foot, formerly of the town of Middle- 
bury, Vermont, by whom he has had four children, § 
of whom are living. 
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oN E of the most distinguished 
. gentlemen who was ever 
honored with the position 
of Chief Executive of the 
State is Buren R, Sherman, 
the eleventh Governor of 
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x Iowa, who is a native of New York. 
It was in the town of Phelps, in On- 
tario County, that he was born to his 
parents, Phineas L. and Eveline 
(Robinson) Sherman, on the 28th of 
May, 18356, and was the third son of 
a distinguished family of children. 
Ilis parents were likewise natives of 
the Empire State. Buren R. attended the public 
schools of his neighborhood, but was subsequently 
given advantages of the schools at Almira, N. Y., 
where he acquired a very thorough knowledge of 
‘the Enelish branches. His father, who was a me- 
chanic, advised him at the close of his studies to 
apprentice himself to lear some trade. Te ac- 
cordingly made such arrangements with $. Ayers, of 
Almira, to learn the trade of a watchmaker, Tn 
1855, however, he left this position and joined his 
family on their removal to the then new State of 
Towa. They settled upon a piece of unbroken prai- 
Ne land on what is now Geneseo Township, Tama 
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land from the Government. Here Buren R. labored 


~.when Mr. Sherman withdrew to tender his services 


County, his father having previously purchased 


diligently in developing his father’s fields, devoting, 
however, leisure hours which he was granted, to the 
study of law. Before leaving his Eastern home he 
had decided upon that profession and began its 
study while yet in Almira. He soon secured a po- 
sition as a book-keeper in a neighboring town, and 
with the wages earned there, materially assisted his 
father in the development of their home farm. In 
the meantime he had applied himself diligently to 
the study of his books, and so studious had he 
ls that in the summer of 1859, he was enabled | 
O pass a creditable examination and to be admitted je 
to the bar. The following spring the young attor- 
ney moved to Vinton, hung out his shingle and be- 
gan the practice of his profession. Ife was associated 
with Hon. William Smyth, formerly District Judge, 
and J. C. Traer, under the firm name of Smyth, 
Traer & Sherman, The new firm rapidly grew into 
prominence, practice, 





building up a prosperous 
to the Government in defense of her integrity and 
honor. 

It was early in 1861, directly after the enemy had 
assaulted the American flag on Sumter, that the 
young attorney enlisted in Co. G, 13th Iowa Vol. 
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BUREN R. SHERMAN, 
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Inf.. and immediately went to the front. 

entered the service as Second Sergeant, and 
February, 1862, was made Second Lieutenant of 
Company E, On the 6th of April following he was 
very severely wounded at the battle of Pittsburgh 
Landing, and while in the hospital was promoted to 
the rank of Captain. 
while yet obliged to use his crutches, and remained 
on duty till the summer of 1863, when, by reason of 
his wound, he was compelled to resign and return 
Soon after returning from the army he 
Judge of Benton County, and re- 
In the autumn 


He returned to his company 


home. was 
elected County 


elected without opposition in 1865. 


tT of 1866 he resigned his judgeship and accepted the 


office of Clerk of the District Court, to which he 
was re-elected in 1868, 1870 and 1872, and in 
December, 1874, resigned in order to accept the 
office of Auditor of State, to which office he had 
ii been elected by a majority of 28,425 over J. M. 
King, the “ anti-monopoly ” candidate, In 1876 he 
was renominated and received 50,272 more yotes 
than W. Growneweg (Democrat) and Leonard 
Browne (Greenback) together, In 1878 
‘again chosen to represent the Republican party 
in that office, and this time received a major- 
ity of 7,164 over the combined votes of Col. 
fiboeck (Democrat) and G. V. Swearenger (Green- 
back). In the six years that he held this office, he 
was untiring in his faithful application to routine 


he was 





Sherman, 164,182; Kinne, 139,093; Weaver, 25,- 
089; Sherman’s plurality, 25,089; majority, 2,000. 
In his second inaugural Goy. Sherman said ; 

“Tn assuming, for the second time, the office of 
Chief Magistrate for the State, I fully realize my 


_erateful obligations to the people of Iowa, through 








I am aware 
of the duties and grave responsibilities of this ex- 
alted position, and as well what is expected of me 
therein. As in the past I have given my undivided 
time and serious attention thereto, so in the future 
I promise the most earnest devotion and untiring 
effort in the faithful performance of my official re- 
quirements. I have seen the State grow from = in- 
faney to mature manhood, and each year one of 
substantial betterment of its previous position, 

* With more railroads than any State, 
with a school interest the grandest and strongest, 
which commands the support and confidence of all 
the people, and a population, which in its entirety 
is superior to any other in the sisterhood, it is 
not strange the pride which attaches to our people. 
When we remember that the results of our efforts in 
the of have been 
erowned with such magnificent success, and to-day 


whose generous confidence I am here, 


save two; 


direction vood government 


we have a State in most perfect physical and finan- 


cial eondition, no wonder our hearts swell in honest 
pride as we contemplate the past and so confidently 
hope for the future. What we may become de- 
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pends on onr own efforts, and to that future 1 look 
with earnest and abiding confidence.” 

(tov, Sherman’s term of office continued until Jan. 
14,1886, when he was sueceeded by William Larra- 
bee, and he is now, temporarily, perhaps, enjoying 
a well-earned rest. He has been a Republican since 
the organization of that party, and his services as 
campaign speaker have been for many years in 
ereat, demand, As an officer he has heen able to 
make an enviable record. ftlimself honorable and 
thorough, his management of publie business hes 
been of the same character, and such as has cor - 
mended him to the approval of his fellow-citizens. 

He was married, Aug. 20, 1862, to Miss Lena 
Kendall, of Vinton, Iowa, a young lady of rare ac- 
complishments and strength of character, Their 
tnion has been happy in every respect. They have 
two children—Lena Kendall and Oscar Eugene, 


work and devotion to his special share of the State’s 
business. He retired with such an enviable record 
that it was with no surprise the people learned, 
| June 27, 1881, that he was the nominee of the Re- 
publican party for Governor. 
‘The campaign was an exciting one. The General 
‘Assembly had submitted to the people the \prohili- 
tory amendment to the Constitution, This, while 
not a partisan question, became uppermost in the 
mind of the public. Mr. Sherman received 133,- 
i 330 votes, against 83,244 for Kinne and 28,112 for 
as M. Clark, or a plurality of 50,086 and a major- 
At “ity of 21,974. In 1883 he was re-nominated by 

the Republicans, as well as L. G. Kinne by the 
miDemocrats. The National party offered J. B. 
if Weaver. During the campaign these candidates 
of held a number of joint discussions at different 
Coa in the State. 
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‘ Aes present able Governor of 
Towa, and the twelfth gen- 
Ha tleman selected by the 


ze |i people as the Chief Magis- 
ca) 5 
trate of the great Com- 
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= monwealth, is a native of 
Connecticut, Lis 
were among the French Huguenots who 
came to America early in the seventeenth 
century and located in Connecticut. At 
that time they bore the name of @Larra- 
bee. Adam Larrabee, the father of Will- 
iam, was born March 14, 1787, and was 
one of the early graduates of the West 
; Point Military Academy. He served his 
country during the War of 1812, with distinction, 
holdi he the position of Second Lieutenant, to which 
he was COmmissioned March 1, 1811. He was pro- 
moted to the Captaincy of his company Feb. 1, 
1814, and on the 30th of the following March, at 


ancestors 
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the battle of Lacole Mills, during Gen. Wilkinson’s 

7; Campaign on the Saint Lawrence River, he was 
Y i Severely wounded in the lung. He eyeniielly re- 
+ i ue covered from the injury and was united in mar- 
*, , 4 tage to Hannah G. Lester. This much esteemed 
va HE lady was born June 3, 1798, and died on the 15th of 
*- uF March, 1837, Capt. Larrabee lived to an ad- 
{iit Vanced age, dying in 1869, at the age of cighty- 


two years. 
As above mentioned, William, our subject, was 
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_ born in Connecticut, the town of Ledyard being es 
the place of his birth and Jan. 20, 1832, the date. 11 i. oe 
He was the seventh child in a family of nine ehil- l ers. 
dren, and passed the early years of his life upon a esi * om 


rugged New England farm, enjoying very meager | fh a i? 
educational advantages. He attended, during’ the ML ' 
winter seasons, the neighboring district schools 
until he reached the age of nineteen years, when, 
during the following two winters, he filled the posi- 
tion of schoolmaster. He was ambitious to do fy | 
something in life for himself that would bring fort- 


une and distinction, but in making his plans for the 


future he was embarrassed by a misfortune which - 
befell him when fourteen years of age. In being 1 


trained to the use of firearms under his father’s 
direction, an accidental discharge resulted in the 
loss of the sight in the right eye. This conse- 
quently unfitted him for many employments usually 
sought by ambitious young men. The family 
lived near the seashore, only two miles away, and 
in that neighborhood it was the custom for at least 
one son in each family to go upon the sea as a 
sailor. The two eldest brothers of our subject had 
chosen this occupation while the third remained in 
charge of the home farm. William was thus left 
free to chose for himself and, like many of the 
youths of that day, he wisely turned his face West- 
The year 1853 found him on this journey 
toward the setting sun, stopping only when he 
came to the broad and fertile prairies of the new 
State of Iowa, He first joined his elder sister, Mrs, 
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the loss of his right eye, 


‘local offices, serving only as 
‘School Board prior to 1867. 
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WILLIAM LARRABEE. 





vas at that time living at 
It was this cireum- 


E. H. Williams, who 
Garnavillo, Clayton County. 
stance which led the young boy from Connecticut 


to select his future home in the northeastern por- 


He resumed his occupation as a 
pedagogue, nce however, but one winter, 
which was passed at Hardin, The following three 
yeurs he was employed in the capacity of foreman 


tion of Lowe 


on the Grand Meadow farm of his brother-in-law, 
Judge Williams. 


In 1857 he bought a one-third interest in the 
Clermont Mills, and located at Clermont, Fayette 
County. He soon was able to buy the other two- 
thirds, and within a year found himself sole owner. 
He operated this mill until 1874 when he sold to 
S. M. Leach. On the breaking out of the war .he 
offered to enlist, but was rejected on account of 
Being informed he might 
possibly be admitted as a commissioned officer, he 
raised a company and received a commission as 
First Lieutenant, but was again rejected for the 
sume disability. 

After selling the mill Mr. Larrabee devoted him- 
self to farming, and Started a private bank at Cler- 
mout. Ile also, experimentally, started a large 


nursery, but this resulted only in confirming the 


belief that Northern Iowa has too rigorous a cli- 
mate for fruit-raising, 

Mr. Larrabee did not begin his political career 
until 1867. Tle was reared as a Whig and became 
a Republican on the organization of that party, 
While interested in politics he generally refused 
Treasurer of the 
In the autumn of 
that year, on the Republican ticket, he was elected 
to represent his county in the State Senate. To 
this high position he was re-elected from time to 
time, so that he served as Senator continuously for 
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make nominations. During the whole eighteen 
years Senator Larrabee was a member of the prin- 
cipal committee, that on Ways and Means, of which 
he was generally Chairman, and was also a member 
of other committees. In the pursuit of the duties 
thus devolving upon him, he was indefatigable. 
It is said that he never missed a committee meet- 
ing. Not alone in this, butin private and public 
business of all kinds, his uniform habit is that of 
close application to work. Many of the important 
measures passed by the Legislature owe their ex- 
istence or present form to him. 

Ile was a candidate for the gubernatorial nomina- 
tion in 1881, but entered the contest too late, as 
Goy. Sherman’s following had been successfully 
organized, In 1885 it was generally conceded be- 
fore the meeting of the convention that he would 
be nominated, which he was, and his election fol- 
lowed as a matter of course. He was inaugurated 
Jan. 14, 1886, and so far has made an excellent 
Governor, His position in regard to the liquor 
question, that on which political fortunes are made 
and lost in Iowa, is that the majority should rule, 
Ile was personally in favor of high license, but 
having been elected Governor, and sworn to up- 
hold the Constitution and execute the laws, he pro- 
poses to do so, 

A Senator who sat beside him in the Senate de- 
clares him to be “aman of the broadest compre- 
hension and information, an extraordinarily clear 
reasoner, fair and conscientious in his conclusions, 
and of Spartan firmness in his matured judgment,” 
and says that “he brings the practical facts and 
philosophy of hiwnan nature, the science and his- 
tory of law, to aid in his decisions, and adheres with 
the earnestness of Jefferson and Sumner to the 
fundamental principles of the people’s rights.” 

Gov. Larrabee was married Sept. 12,1861, at Cler- 
mont, to Anna M, Appelman, daughter of Capt. 
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Set] eighteen years before being promoted to the high- 
hy est office in the State. He was so popular at home 
pai that he was generally re-nominated by acclamation, 
and for some years fhe Democrats did not even 


SSCS S SSS eee ee teeerrase ceeee FePTee SCSFCSSCS*CCSP CSS GSP SETS Se 


G. A. Appelman, Gov. Larrabee has seven chil- 
dren—Charles, Augusta, Julia, Anna, William, 
| Frederic and Helen. 
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Ng: - Sd) eT 1: time has arrived when it - : ; 

h BME Oy: to perpetuate the memory of their achievements. 
nk A hc | becomes the duty of the | The erection of the great obelisks were for the same 
iE . f G a people of this county to per- | Purpose. Coming down toa later period, we find the 
ne WAC petuate the names of their ee aa Romans erecting mausoleums and monu- 
neg fn GINS 2 . , os ae nts, and carving out statues to chronicle thei 
HE LINN ers ig ees a record great achievements and carry them down the ad, 
if =k of their early settlement, It is also evident that the Mound-builders, in piling 
he 35 and relate the story of their | Up their great mounds of earth, had but this idea— 
ne bY a p progress. The civilization of our ne leave i Oe to show that they had lived. All 
He @ Well day, the enlightenment of the age |. 1ese Wo! ‘ though many of them costly in the ex- 
rE at asia, AGEs Uae cniaay einen reme, give but a faint idea of the lives and charac- 
i : ; : 1e duty aie IER, OLAS PU Ser iets : those oe memory they were intended to 
HEE Ae , ent time owe to their ancestors, to | perpetuate, and scarcely anything of the masses of 
i dee themselves aud to their posterity, the Bees that then lived. The great pyramids and 
ek IR J } demand that a record of their lives Es Oo as obelisks remain objects only of curiosity ; 
ne rot Sex A wachs AI CRY Ta bese i Seyi Pera monuments and statues are crum- | 
np He : eos ding into dust. 

bale NWI graphical history is found a power It was left to moden i i 
nid V6 tom 1 ages to establish an intelli- 
HE to instruct man by precedent, to | gent, undecaying, immutable method of perpetuating 
nee enliven the mental faculties, and | 2 full history—immutable in that it is almost un- 
tHe SR EC eas Nene rie Ret be 6 Hi hari Beene and perpetual In its action; and 
ee safe vessel in which the names and actions of the ie eee PERE ae 

ne people who contributed to raise this country from its o mac Present generation, ‘however, we are in- 
i primitive state may be preserved, Surely and rapidly ay ar for the introduction of the admirable system 
hk : one. and aged men, who in their prime entered ‘ ocal biography. By this system every man, though 
ti st derness and claimed the virgin soil as their na ae not achieved what the world calls greatness, 
i eritage, are passing to their graves. The number re- 1s the means to perpetuate his life, his history, 


maining who can relate the incidents of the first days through the coming ages. 

of settlement is becoming small indeed, so that an The scythe of Time cuts down all; nothing of th 
actual necessity exists for the collection and preser- | Physical man is left. The monument whi A is. hil- 
vation of events without delay, before all the early | dren or friends may erect to his Sets F uiacsie 
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-/ settlers are cut down by the sc in tae ; : 
of aaa : ise b ythe of ‘Time. tery will crumble into dust and pass away; but his 
o be forgotten has been the great dread of mank life, his ; 

bal ankind » hls achievements, the work he has accomplished 
gl: from remotest ages. All will be forgotten soon enough, | which otherwise would be forgotten, is per rae 
aE in spite of their best works and the most earnest | by a record of this kind : ae ae 

i efforts of their friends to perserve the memory of To RS , 
if their lives. The means employed to prevent oblivion OA ee rene EROS ICL OE GO a 
He Bae Sec sie: tue cae haa \ engrave their portraits, for the same reason we col- 

a: ‘ ] ] ¢ elr nel y 1 een 1n propor- lect the attainabl f. < f | . hi N 

TE 43 Gk ; 1 >t t the ¢ e facts of their history, Nor do we 
iv » tion to the amount of intelligence they possessed. think it Q 

ne Ty ins : i necessary, as we speak only truth of them, to 
7/2 +he pyramids of Egypt were built to perpetuate the 

L. ae een wait until they are dead, or until these who know 
ne ies and deeds of their great rulers. The exhu- | them are gone: todo this we are ashamed only to 
ne Mations made by the archeologists of Egypt from lis ; 3 Y 
ne buried Memphis indicat Sa bee ae publish to the world the history of those whose lives 
ne iG 6.8 Ges ose people | are unworthy of public record. 
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( guished among the  fore- 
( most representative men of 
a Clinton County is the gentle- 
aN 3} man whose name appears at 
the beginning of this sketch, 
Probably no man in this portion of 
the State has contributed more to the 
building up and development of its 
material resources. With broad, com- 
prehensive views and a keen eye to 
business, he early foresaw the possibili- 
ties to which the young Territory of 
Iowa might attain. At the same time 
| he also realized what was necessary to 

be accomplished by those who had become its pio- 
neer settlers, and whose duty it remained to lay the 
foundations of the future commonwealth. He also 
foresaw that in order to promote a rapid settlement 
of the young Territory, the means of providing 
cheap homes for the people must: be brought about, 
and in order to accomplish this desirable end man- 
ufacturing industries must be established, mercan- 
tile interests encouraged, and an impetus given to 
the varied interests which go to make up a commu- 
nity. Accordingly, through his enterprise and 
zeal, various manufactures were brought into exist- 
ence, and by his influence and encouragement, were 
maintained and perpetuated. : 
It is always interesting to begin with the early 
history of a man like Mr. Lamb, to note the inei- 
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dents connected with his birth and parentage, and 
the influences that surrounded his early years. 
The subject of our sketch is a native of the grand 
old Empire State, and born in ‘Ticonderoga, [ssex 
County, Jan. 4, 1816, He is a son of Alpheus aud 
Maria (Baily) Lamb, natives of Connecticut and 
New York respectively. They removed to Illi- 
nois in July, 1843, and with their children settled 
at York, in Carroll County. Their family em- 
braced the following children, viz.: Marett H., 
Emery, Lucy, Garrett and Chancy. 

At the age of fourteen years the education of 
Chancy Lamb was practically completed, and he be- 
gan assisting his father in the-duties of the farm, 
and remained thus occupied until he attained his 
majority. Then, filled with a longing to behold 
something of the great West, he decided to emi- 
grate to Illinois. His parents were greatly averse 
to having any member of the family separated from 
the others, and this feeling became so strong that 
they concluded to make the sacrifice of parting with 
the homestead to be able to accompany their son 
West. 

Upon arriving in Illinois, Chaney Lamb had 
twenty-five cents in money. He pre-empted a 
tract of land and rented land adjoining this which 
had been somewhat improved, and took the first 
steps toward raising a crop of grain for himself. 
He operated thus for the space of three years and 
then, not entirely satisfied with results, returned to 
the State of New York and was employed, on a 
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salary, to manage a lumber business. To use his own 
expression, he worked ‘ sometimes by the year and 
sometimes by the day,” occasionally taking jobs by 
contract to saw lumber by the thousand feet. 

In the meantime he still retained possession of 
the 280 acres which he had purchased in Illinois, 
but hearing of the glowing prospects that were open- 
ing up in the young Territory of Lowa, he resolved 


cial condition and establish a permanent location. 
He came into Clinton County, the possessor of not 
quite $3,000. He purchased an old sawmill which 
stood on the bank of the Mississippi River where 
the railroad bridge now crosses it, and which he 
1 * proceeded to put into running order. Just after 
this was fairly accomplished and he had begun busi- 
ness With a fair prospect of success, the building 
was swept away by fire, which disaster occurred in 
1858. Mr. Lamb, however, was not to be discour- 
aged, He immediately rebuilt the mill, which is 
designated as mill * B,” and this also was destroyed 
by fire Oct. 14, 1876. In the meantime he had 





“ | i: built the stone sawmillin Clinton County, which he 
i: it designated as mill A,” and also purchased and re- 
—— AH) «modeled a sawmill in Chaney, which he designated 
< fi al as mill “D.” This latter mill was also destroyed 
_ ar by fire Jan, 4, 1877, but with the same persistency 
Me ll as before, Mr. Lamb caused its reconstruction, and 
on. f |) also erected, just below it on the river, another 
os, ol which he calls mill “ C.” T'wo years later he lost, 

cr =| by the ravages of the same element, a fine brick of- 


fice, a large amount of lumber and several dwelling- 
houses and barns. It would not have been sur- 
prising had Mr. Lamb been overcome by these ca- 
lamities, following fast one upon the other, but on 
the contrary, he seemed to arise from each one with 
an obstinate courage that resolyed to ‘never give 
“Ay up.” Fortune now began to favor him, his perse- 
hi verance began to receive its rich reward, and he 
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| a prosperity. He has now large interests in various 
oee cl mills at Kau Claire, Chippewa Falls, Barronett, Shell 

% Lake and White River, Wis. In connection with 
a> ud / his mills in-Clinton are provision stores for the ac- 
ect commodation of the army of workmen necessarily 


ey Id employed, and through these extensive yards is 


Sra built a horse-railroad connecting them, and com- 
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prising a distance of twelve miles, It is estimated § 
that his loss by fire alone during those early years 
aggregated $300,000. In addition to his extensive 
milling transactions, Mr. Lamb is largely interested 
in pine lands from which the logs are furnished to 
the various mills. Of these lands he is the possess- 
or of a large area, and carefully superintends the 
growth and cutting of the lumber, taking care that 
no waste shall accrue, and by this means the supply 
is kept constantly equal to the demand. He is also 
a stockholder in the Clinton National Bank, of 
which he and his sons are directors; he is President 
of the Water Company at Clinton, and interested in 
the Gas Manufactory. He has done much toward 
building up the city, and in that town alone gives 
employment to 800 men, His office is located on 
the corner of Eleventh avenue and Second street, 
and although in his seventieth year he is hale and 
hearty, possessing to a remarkable degree that 
brightness of intellect which has so distinguished 
him in the past. 

During the late Rebellion, the Union cause had in 
Mr, Lamb a stanch and able supporter, Ile was 
active in encouraging enlistments and in every way 
strengthening the arm of the Government. After 
the battle of Fort Donelson, in company with Dr. 
Ankeny, he made a trip to Mound City, on the 
Ohio River, from which place they started home 
with thirty-one wounded soldiers, bringing many of 
them to Clinton, and rendered them such aid as 
was possible, being assisted in these Christian du- 
ties by their families until the recovery of the yie- 
tims of war. At another time during the war, 
these same gentlemen proceeded to Memphis upon 
the same humane and patriotic errand, but much to 
their regret only succeeded in bringing home a few 
of the soldiers, circumstances preventing the trans- 
portation of any large number, Such acts as these 
can be better appreciated than described, but they 
exhibit the finer qualities of a noble nature and 
that larger element of benevolence which is free 
from the selfishness and the ambition of baser lives. 

Chaney Lamb and Miss Jane Beyier were united 
in marriage Noy. 17,1839. Mrs, Lamb is a daugh- 
ter of David and Sarah (Gear) Bevier, natives of 
Conneeticut, and her father was a farmer by 0¢- 
cupation. The Bevier family moved to New York 
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State prior to the birth of Mrs. Lamb, which oc- 
curred March 16, 1820, in Steuben County. David 
Bevier settled in Bradford, which was then called 
Jersey Hollow, and with his wife and family lived 
there until his decease, which occurred in 1829, 
and the mother’s in 1847, at the same place. A 
family of eight children clustered around their 
hearthstone, two of whom are deceased, ‘The liy- 
ing are: Charles; Lizzie, who became Mrs, Swicher ; 
William; Sarah <A., now Mrs. Whitehead; Jane, 
Mrs. Lamb, and Phoebe, Mrs. Reeder, ‘The father 
was 2 soldier during seven years of the Revolution- 
ary War, previous to his marriage, 
in the War of 1812 with great courage and 
bravery, and upon laying aside his military duties, 
remained a respected and honored citizen of the 
community in which he resided. 

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Lamb has been bright- 
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ened by the birth of four children, whose record is 
as follows: Artemus, the eldest son, wedded Miss 
Nettie Smith, and the result of this union has been 
five children, named, Emma, Garrett, Dwight, 
Carrie and Burt; Augusta became the wife of Ed- 
win Ware, and is the mother of six children, viz. : 
Fred, Jennie, Lettie, William, Edwin and Artemus ; 
La Fayett formed a matrimonial alliance with Miss 
Libbie Huffman, and their family circle comprises 
two children, Chancy and Retta; Emma K., the 
youngest daughter of the household, became the 
wife of William EK. Young, and they have one child, 
Grace O. It is here proper to add that for several 
years Mr. Lamb has been ably assisted in his ex- 
tensive business operations by his two sons, Arte- 
mus and La Fayett, who have inherited to a large 
degree the splendid and far-reaching business qual- 
ities of their father, 

Chancy Lamb is an earnest adherent of the Re- 
publican party and actively interested in all ques- 
tions pertaining to the welfare of his community 
and the country at large, The influence of his en- 
ergy and enterprise upon hundreds of lives in the 
communities which he has assisted to build wp and 
maintain, can scarcely be estimated in one briefly 
written biography. ‘This influence has been of the 
greater blessing because it has extended to the 
homes of those who needed the employment which 
he furnished them through the erection of mills and 
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those less fortunate. 
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at the same time they were a source of comfort to 
It is probable that in this 
generation no man will be found to fully supply the | 
place of Chaney Lamb when he shall have been | 
gathered to his fathers, and the record of his good | 
deeds placed among the pages of the printed vol- 
ume, will prove a grander monument to his mem- 
ory than “ seulptured marble or storied urn.” 

A portrait of Mr, Lamb and a double page view 
of his fine residence anid mill property in Clinton 
and Chaney are shown elsewhere in this work. 
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\, ff Kk. MARQUIS. One of the. pioneers of 
1852, who has constantly lived here ever 
since the first advent in the county, and 

who has been successful as a business-man, is the 

subject of this notice, now engaged in the hardware 
business at Lyons. He was born in 1827, in the 

Keystone State. The parents of Mr. Marquis, Jo- 

seph and Sarah (Akins) Marquis, were likewise na- 

tives of Pennsylvania. Joseph was a miller by 
trade and followed that calling in his native State. 

Ile became the father of twelve children, six of 

whom—David, Maggie, Mattie, John, Ella and our 

subject—yet survive. 

W. Kk. Marquis left his native State and went to 
Ohio in 1841, where he apprenticed himself to learn 
the harness-making trade, and after working at it 
for some three years, thoroughly mastered it. He 
then worked for four years as a “jour” in Ohio, 
and in 1852 came to Camanche, this county, and 
engaged in the same business for himself. For six 
years he prosecuted his business in the latter city, 
and then moved to Lyons, where he established 
himself in the harness and saddlery business, and in 
the prosecution of the same employed from eight to 
ten men, and carried on his business with success 
until 1883, During the year last named Mr, Mar- 
quis closed out the business in which he was en- 
gaged and embarked in the hardware trade on 
Main street, in which he has been occupied until the 
present writing. He keeps a good stock of goods, 
and by fair and honest dealing with his patrons, has 
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established a good and’ paying trade. He hasa fair 
residence on Sixth street, between Washington and 
Exchange, and also is the owner of two business 
houses on Main street, which he rents. 
Mr. Marquis was married in 1869, to Miss Ar- 
villa Baldwin, a native of New York. ‘Their union 
has been blest by the birth of three children—Lill- 
ian, Charles and Guy F. In politics Mr. Marquis 


MY 

' votes with the Republican party. Socially he is a 
‘ . member of the I. O. O. F. and belongs to the Lodge 

: in Lyons. He is a self-made man in every respect 

7 7 the word implies, and what he has accumulated of 
x this world’s goods he has obtained through his own 
1A individual push and perseverance. 
“7 
* : pest OS 
wit 

is IH. WIESE. Among those who are enabled 


to retire from the active duties of an agri- 

cultural life upon a well-earned competency, 
and who are passing the sunset of life in the pleas- 
ant city of Lyons, is the subject of this biograph- 
ical notice. He was born in Holstein, Germany, 
Aug. 31, 1823, and is the son of James and Mar- 
garet (Giese) Wiese, natives of Germany. The 
father died in 1839, in his native land, and in 1854 
the mother came to Iowa, where she is at present 

residing in the neighborhood of Davenport. 

j The subject of this notice was an inmate of his 
father’s home until he had attained the age of 
twenty-three years, when he left the parental house- 
hold and his native land and came to this country, 
locating in Saint Louis, Mo, His younger years 
were spent in school until about the age of sixteen, 
4) when he assisted his father in a tannery and also in 
=) the boot and shoe business, After his father’s 
| | death, our subject carried on his business until the 
e=<idate of his emigrating to this country. 
. il Mr. Wiese was united in marriage with Miss 


ny Y) (Stuhr) Ewald, After Mr. and Mrs, Wiese located 
Beeeo at Saint Louis they engaged in working at whatever 
“) ) | they could find to do that would assist in their 

| AH rsaintenance. They came here poor, but were will- 


iat ; 
| ing and even anxious to work, that they might ac- 
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cumulate enough to procure them a home, They 
continued to labor until they had earned suflicient 
to enable Mr. Wiese to open a shoe-shop of his own, 
which he did in 1846, He continued his business 
until the year of the big fire and also the advent of 
the cholera, which droye him and his eood wife 
from the city, and they located in Fayetteville, 
Saint Clair Co., Il. ‘There our subject resumed 
work at his trade, and after Saint Louis had recov- 
ered from the cholera he returned thither; and al- 
though his household furniture was there and he had 
some $400 worth of notes against the people, they 
had either died or run away, and he lost all he had, 
Nevertheless, he was not 2 man to be discouraged 
to the extent of giving 
sumed his business at Fayetteville, IL, employing 
four men to assist him. 

In 1852 Mr. Wiese was taken ill with the fever 
and ague, and, collecting some of his outstanding 


up, and immediately re- 


indebtedness, he succeeded in obtaining four horses 
and a wagon, and, accompanied by his family, came 
to Davenport, Iowa, and from there came to Ca- 
manche. There he began working at his trade, but 
soon after closed up his shop and opened a hotel 
and boarding-house, at which he labored for about 
a year, When he built a music hall for dancing pur- 
poses, and in connection therewith erected a hotel 
and barn, and until 1860 acted in the capacity of 
“mine host.” It was during that year that the ter- 
rible tornado swept the little town and almost en- 
tirely destroyed it. ‘The property of Mr. Wiese was 
directly in its pathway, and everything was swept 
away and destroyed. None of his family were 
killed, but his wife received a very severe injury, 
having her nose broken, ‘The loss of Mr. W. was 
in the neighborhood of $8,000, After the tornado 
our subject removed to Center ‘Township, where he 
purchased twenty-five acres of land and erected 
thereon what was called the Wiese Ten-Mile House. 
He subsequently added to lis original purchase 
ninety-five acres, and was there engaged in stock 
and grain raising until 1883, meeting with far more 
than ordinary success. During the year last named 
Mr. W. bought the property where he is at present 
residing, on Fifth street, paying therefor $2,500. 
He has a family of two daughters—Caroline, 
born in Saint Louis, and at present the wife of 
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Henry Shanheit, and they have one son—August; | 1847 came to Clinton County and located in town- hi Ne 
Minnie married John Reaper, and they have a ship 83, now included in Bloomfield ‘Township. Ha Ee 
daughter—Elsie. | ; be EP ee. eth 
st 8 aie He entered land on section 18, buying the north {> 9 4 
. a sya . time . , - ‘ 

7 ~ . ‘nn fara aw . . = 
ie eam oe wie 3 party, He has held the | went onto the place and lived until 1854, the date {722-4 
offices Of Constable and School Director. ; = Peek, . , ta 
of the respected citizen | f tl en and ave of his death, which was caused by an accident, (i 

7 EE PLCUER CILIZENS OF the community in which | He was carpvino: Penny avenpor >= Ee 
Ba fesides. 3 as carrying goods from Dayenyeon: to Maquo es: 
<eta, when he was thrown from his wagon and re- 
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Hs oe celved injuries which proved fatal, and he died in nb 
he afew hours. His wife died in 1851. 
| 


The children of Mr. and Mrs. Ogden, Sr., were : 
ten in number, and all grew to man and woman- 
hood. Elizabeth Goodenow lives in Sac County, 
this State; Delilah Parker lives at Maquoketa; (= 
Thomas in Kansas; J. J. in Bloomfield ‘Township, ti i 
Clinton County; Benjamin F, in Bloomfield; Ellen i 
Jane in Maquoketa; Sarah Knodel lives in Guthrie 
County, Lowa; Jane and Washington are deceased, 
and William, the eldest child, lives in Clermont i 





eit 


AMES JEFFERSON OGDEN, of Bloomfield 
Township, is noteworthy as a pioneer, hay- 
ing experienced the obstacles, the alternate 
hopes and fears, the discouragements and 

hardships that confront the early settler of a new 
country. Not only is Mr. Ogden dauntless, prom pt 
and active, but he is well fitted to stand with those 





fRESRATIIL 


who labored so long and earnestly for the settle- 
i 








Mr, Ogden was born in Clermont County, Ohio, | he took into his charge the farm he occupies and 
May 1, 1827. His father, James S$. Ogden, was | owns at the present time. He had but eighty acres : 
born in Virginia and came of Scotch parents. He | of wild land the year previous, but erected a small z: 
was quite young when his parents removed to | frame house on the place and in every way bent | 
Ohio, and they were among the first settlers of | his efforts toward gaining a neat and pleasant home- fi 
Clermont County. The grandfather of our sub- | stead. Nor was he unsuccessful. W orking by the ful 
ject settled on land which proved to be military, | month to pay for it, he added to his landed estate fi q 
and, buying the title from a soldier, he cleared the | and improved his buildings, and he has now he- 
farm and lived there up to the date of his demise. | come the Owner of 494 acres of land all enclosed, 

The father of our subject grew to manhood in | improved and cultivated, with the exception of the 


i nt of a ¢ ry Which to-day is : “Luby 

i ment of a country which to-day 1 | al beauty, | County, Ohio. reel 
he peace and industry. The average citizen of to- Our subject was the fifth child in order of birth 
ne AY ; is s " ry »AVOeLry é { Vv tT oO r 1 > sae pe ‘ >? thin 6 3 

t day who Is BorROunaee on : very han ub ‘nus nly ind the third son. He was thirteen years of age 
i the necessities but the refinements of life, is too | when his parents moved to Illinois, and seventeen all 
Mey apt to forget those now gone before who endured | when he came to Iowa. He continued under the | 
i privation and almost penury for the benefit of | parental roof until he was married, and assisted his 
t posterity, _ father on the farm, At the time of his marriage 7 — 
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t Ohio and was there married to Martha Riley. She | pasture land, His buildings are a credit to one 
nk was born in Clermont County, Ohio. Her hus- | who has so industriously labored and who has put | 
ih : band bought a home in Neville, there living until | such enterprise into his labors. He owns a com- 
ME 1840. He then sold out and removed to Illinois, | modious farmhouse and large barn, with adjacent 
“ i Somg overland with horses and wagon accompanied | out-buildings, He raises and feeds stock, and is 
- ie y wife and family, consisting of eight children. | interested in the breeding of fine domestic animals, 
| i ee oe in Mason County, and began agricult- Mr. Opden was marned Sept. 22, 1852, to Mar- 
fee te ee Living there until 1844, he | garet Saddler, born in Cuyahoga County, Ohio, 
bE fa Ae ed farther West. They traveled over- | who was the daughter of John and Dorothea 
ui ie Ay S before, going to the Territory of Iowa. | (O’Brien) Saddler, The parents were of Irish 
EE “ust stopped in Jackson County a year, then, in | nationality. Two children have blest their happy 
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union, by name, Etta, wife of J. A. Bolton, who 
lives in Grundy Center, Iowa, and Walter W. 

In polities, Mr. Ogden is a Republican, stanch 
and strong. He is well-informed and is interested 
in public and national affairs. At the time that 
his father settled in Iowa the country was almost a 
wilderness, Galena being the only market, and the 
principal depot for supplies. ‘There were no mills 
in the county, and the absence of these, with other 
inconveniences, constituted a part of the privations 
and were among the countless obstacles previously 
spoken of as the portion of the pioneer, 


\YRON C. BROWN, of the firm of Brown & 
Brown, of Clinton, was born at Boston, 
Erie Co., N. Y., March 19, 1840, His par- 
ents, Amos and Louisa (Alger) Brown, 
were natives, the former of Vermont and the latter 
of New York. They were farmers by vocation, 
who came to Clinton County in 1865, purchasing 
land in Olive and Berlin Townships. ‘They 
lived in the former ten years and in the latter 
seven years, but at the end of that period Mr. 
Brown rented his land and moved into the city of 
Clinton and located on Second street. There they 
live at the present time a retired life. They have 
been the parents of four children, three still surviv- 
ing, as follows: Byron C., George G. and Annette, 
now Mrs. Damon, a resident of Hull, Towa. 

The subject of this sketch remained at home for 
twenty years, during which time he spent his years 
largely in the schoolroom, On leaving his home 
he went to Janesville, Wis., where he engaged as 
teacher and remained one year. He next removed 
— to Fond du Lac, where he went into a shingle-mill 
nt - and remained five years. At the close of this time 
geo} he went to Rochester, N. Y., where he worked at 
1 the same business two years, proving successful 
zd and pleasing his employers. 

While in Rochester he made the acquaintance of 
Mary Wilber, whom he married April 3, 1866, 
‘ie She was the daughter of Clark Wilber and was a 

| highly esteemed young lady, much beloved and 
sans ‘ly admired, 
: Ht I | During the fall succeeding his marriage Mr, B, 
J it . 
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went to Clinton, where he engaged with C. Lamb 
& Son, and there had charge of the shingle business, 
which he left, engaging with W. J. Young in 1870, 
filling the position of Superintendent in his manu- 
factory. He was with him in this capacity until 
1885, when he associated with Mr. Jaques, they to- 
gether engaging in the manufacture of light wood- 
enware. ‘They have bought a block of six lots 
upon which to conduct the business, on Second 
street, opposite the court-house, and have already ex- 
pended $20,000. They employ twenty-five men, and 
are enthusiastic and hopeful regarding the suecess 
of their scheme. Mr. Brown is the inventor of the 
Brown shingle and spalt machinery. These are 
used in every State and are even shipped to 
Sweden, On these machines Mr. Brown receives a 
royalty, Mr. Brown purchased, May 1, 1886, Mr. 
Jaques’ interest, and subsequently sold it to Wal- 
lace Brown, who is now his partner. 

Mr. Brown is a Republican in polities, is apt and 
logical in his views relative to public matters, and 
is looked uponas one of the solid men and sub- 
stantial citizens of Clinton County. He is one 
whose enterprise isa boon to any city, in that he 
prevents it from becoming indifferent to those im- 
provements which are the pivot-wheel about which 
advancement and progress revolve. 
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of Sharon Township, was born in York- 4: 
shire, England, June 15, 1832, He is the & 
©) son of Timothy and Sybil (Cawton) Ap- 
pleton, natives of Yorkshire, where they spent 
their entire lives. Our subject grew to manhood 
in his native shire and was reared to agricultural 
pursuits. Ie remained with his parents until their 
deaths, his father’s occurring in 1869, and_ his 

Entering land, ° 
our subject worked in company with his father up 
to the time of the latter’s death. Ie then rented 
the same farm for two years and engaged in the 
buying and selling of live-stock. In 1872 he came 
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to America, and landed at Boston, Mass., in March & 
of that year, from which place he came directly to 
Lowa. 
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His brother George then lived on the farm : 
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“| our subject. Visiting him a short time he went to 
2 Jackson County and worked on the farm of John 
Perry for six months. He afterward was em- 
ployed by Ira Carter fifteen months, part of the 
time on the farm and the remainder in buying and 
shipping hogs. He then came to his brother’s and 
rented a part of his farm, together with land ad- 
joining, one summer. 

Succeeding these events was that of carrying on 
au meatmarket in Lost Nation. He went into the 
business of buying and shipping cattle in the mean- 
time and was thus oceupied until 1880. He then 
commenced buying and shipping horses to Western 
Towa and Dakota, trading the horses for oxen, 
which were in turn shipped to the Wisconsin piner- 
ies. In 1881 he bought the farm of his brother 
and at the present writing lives upon it. The farm 


contains 200 acres, well-improved, and two differ- 
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ent streams running through it make it a valuable 
Mr, Appleton was formerly a member 
Ile is considered up- 


stock farm. 
of the Church of England. 
right and honorable in his dealings, is straightfor- 
ward and true-hearted, and is moral in the truest 
He is a first-class man and a good citizen, 


degree, 


PVA MLLLOIO EG Sees POEL 
w=) LON G. COLE, a resident of Bloc ynfield, was 

- born in Western Township, Oneida Co., 
| /ItL—47N. Y., Sept. 8, 1817. His father, John 
/ Cole, was born in Columbus County, N. Y., in 
41784. The erandfather of our subject was John A. 
: Cole, a native of Hanover, Germany, who came to 
America with two brothers. One of the brothers 
located in Virginia or the Carolinas and one in 
Vermont. The grandfather located in Columbia 
County, where he bought land and improved a 
farm which afterward became highly prolific and 
abundantly yielding. He died at the home of one of 
his sons at Utiea, N. Y., having lived to be one hun- 
dred and four years old. His wife, grandmother of 
our subject, was a native of Holland. 

Mr. Cole’s father was reared on a farm, and, 
| with the exception of teaching a few terms of 
School, devoted his time to agriculture, He re- 
Moved from that county to Oneida County, N. Y,, 
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soon after marriage,and bought a tract of timber land 
in Western Township, in which place he experienced 
all the hardships incident to a pioneer’s life. He was 
among the first to settle in that section and clear a 
farm in the wilderness. Up to 1836 he resided 
there, then sold his farm and removed farther 
West in New York. In 1837 he removed to 
Michigan, and settled in Jackson County, where he 
bought wild land and lived till 1852. He then re- 
turned to Leroy, Genesee Co., N. Y., making his 
home with his son up to the date of his death, in 
L876, 

The maiden name of our subject’s mother was 
Jeanette Lamont. She was born in Columbia 
County, N. Y., and came of Scotch parentage. 
There were eight children born of this family, only 
two of whom survive, by name, Elizabeth, the only 
daughter now living, who married Silas H. Squires 
of Albion, Calhoun Co., Mich.; and our subject, 
who is the youngest son, 

Mr. Cole grew to manhood in New York. He 
attended the common schools, and after removing 
to Michigan attended school, and in September, 
1840, went to New York and remained in school 
one term in Oswego Academy. He was employed 
the next term as assistant teacher in the academy, 
and in the year 1841 returned to Michigan, In 
that State he bought wild land and cleared a farm 
where he lived till 1861, then sold out and removed 
to Illinois, and invested in a farm in Whiteside 
County. THis stay there covered two years, at 
which time, in 1863, he came to Clinton County and 
bought his present farm. There had been forty acres 
of the land broken but allowed to go back again, 
He paid at this time $7.50 for the land broken and 
%6.50 for the land unbroken. He has erected two 
frame houses on the place and a building for the 
shelter of stock in storms and bad weather. He 
has improved his homestead in a large degree, 
planting fruit and shade trees, and is succeeding 
wonderfully well in his enterprise as a farmer. 

In 1837 he engaged in the United States Survey- 
ing Company, and with them visited the Territory 
of Iowa in that part called Black Hawk’s Purchase. 
He was engaged for four months, and during that 
time was across the plains and saw not a single 
white man with the exception of his own company, 
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The surveying association had two small ponies 
and a wagon, which carried them with their goods, 
and some of the party made their way to Michigan 
and returned, 
Mr. Cole married Betsey M. Buck, and they have 
four children, as follows: Loren, who married 
Lydia Ann Durby, and has six children; they are 
residents of Grundy County, Iowa; Carrie is the 
wife of Henry B. Leonard, and lives in Prophets- 
Til sown, Whiteside Co., Ill; Harris married Phoebe 
McCloy, and they have two children; they reside 
onthe homestead; Hattie A. lives with her parents. 
Mr. Cole was Tax Collector in Michigan a few 
of tit months before he was twenty-one; later he served 
—=—) as Justice of the Peace and as Inspector of Schools 
. i ll and Commissioner of Highways. He is also Justice 
Wi 1 of the Peace in Bloomfield Township. He isa man 
ms j) i) whose sterling worth, integrity and uprightness of 
: (ht sh character, fit him for offices of trust and com- 
rh mand him to the confidence of the people, and he 
is any respected as a man, an Officer and a 





| ACOB L. STAMAN, a resident of Brookfield 
Township, was born in Lancaster County, 
Pa., April 13, 1827. His father, Jacob 
Staman, was also a native of Lancaster 
County, as was also his grandfather, but the orig- 
inal progenitors were German, and the father of 
i Jacob’s grandfather was the founder of the Staman 
ial family in the United States. The father of our 
| epost was fifteen years of age when his father 
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Ee Jane Staman, Sr., was reared on a farm and 
ir} lived in Lancaster County until 1835. He then re- 
moved to Wayne County, Ohio, and bought an 
rai) sjimproved farm in Baughman ‘Township, residing 
7 there till 1856, when he sold out and came to Clin- 
e-: - County, locating in Bloomfield Township, and 
“s) there lived until his death. The maiden name of 
our subject’s mother was Mary Leib, who was born 
ret a Lancaster County, Pa. This union was pro- 
Hlanctive of seven children, of whom ow subject was 
On the third and eldest son. 
fed” Jacob L. Staman was eight years of age when his 
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parents removed to Ohio, in which State he attend- 
ed school and helped his father at farming, living 
with his parents until he attained his majority. 
About this time he rented a part of the homestead 
for the space of two years, then bought 110 acres, 
on which he lived until 1856, when he sold out and 
came to Clinton County, coming as far as Rock 
Island on the cars. That city was then the western 
terminus. He then hired a team and went over- 
land to Clinton County. One year previous to this 
he had bought the land and put up a small frame 
house and straw stable. Breaking 120 acres on the 
place, he began his labor, and at the present day, 
notwithstanding his various struggles with poverty 
and ill-luck, he has as desirable a homestead as the 
county and township contain, He has erected neat 
buildings, and all the farm is enclosed and under a 
high state of cultivation. It contains 400 acres, 
and upon it he raises both grain and stock, 

Our subject was married Dec, 19, 1850, to Susan 
Bowman, who was born in Stark County, Ohio, 
April 18, 1833, and is the daughter of Jacob and 
Mary (Zent) Bowman, natives of Franklin County, 
Pa. There were nine children born of this union, 
by name John, Mary, Levi, George, Jacob F., [r- 
win, Daniel, Orlando and Ivanilla. His son John 
lives in Delaware. Levi is a resident of Pottawat- 
tamie County, Iowa. George lives in Colorado, 
and Jacob (also called Frank) lives in Dakota. 
Mrs. Staman died Noy, 16, 1874. 

Our subject has held various offices of trust in 
the township, and is a man known to nearly every- 
one as being prominently connected with the po- 
litical history of the township for over thirty years, 
He represented his town in the County Board of 
Supervisors under the old system for nine years, 
and seven years under the new. He was Justice of 
the Peace thirteen years, and has been Trustee, 
Collector and ‘Township Assessor, Ile was a popu- 
lar and prominent man during the war, making out 
all the military rolls for the township, and has been 
Director of Schools for several terms. He cast his 
first Presidential vote for Gen. Scott, in 1856, and | 
has been a Republican ever since the formation of i 
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that party. Any county feels a pride in recording 
upon its annals those names destined to live and go 
down to posterity, 
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and bright and prominent 
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among these must stand that of our subject, who is 
one of the most influential men and most devoted 
to the interests of the community that Clinton 
County has ever included within her borders. 


Pee teeh OES TRE bets? 
LSLSSSSIA ALLELES ES 


~ ANIEL ECHARD, of Bloomfield Town- 
\ ship, was born in Wayne County, Ohio, 
July 22,1841. His father, Peter Echard, 
was a native of Hesse-Darmstadt, Ger- 
many, born in 1811, and grew to manhood in his 
native country and there married Margaret Hart- 
man. A few years after marriage they came to 
America, and first lived in Pennsylvania. They 
spent three years in that State and then removed 
to Ohio, settling in Wayne County. He was re- 
stricted in means, but was well qualified to make 
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his way on small 
was to buy a small tract of timber land, from which 
he cut trees to make room for the log house which 
He made his abiding-place 
in Wayne County until his death, in 1872. His 
widow, who mourned hinr tenderly, lives in the 
town of Dalton, in that county. Mr, Eehard was 
an upright, straightforward man, of unvarying 
honesty and integrity. Tis marked good judgment 
and his honorable dealing with his fellow-men 
gained him esteem and respect, and he never forgot 
that beautiful precept, “ Whatsoever ye would that 
men should do unto you, do ye even so unto them.” 
At the death of Mr. Echard there were three large 
farms left as an inheritance to his widow and the 
eleven children who comprised the family. 

Our subject was the eighth child in order of 
birth, and was reared on his father’s farm. Inher- 
iting his father’s energy of character, he was from 
childhood industrious and steady. He received his 
education in the public schools, and, making almost 
a business of his studies as of his home work, he 
acquired a good education, which in succeeding 
years gave him much satisfaction, At twenty-two 
years of age he left his parents and started in the 
world for himself. Going west to Indiana, he 
worked ona farm by the day in Steuben County, 
x here he remained one year, and in 1867 came to 
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Clinton County, Iowa. Here our subject worked 
on a farm two years, determined to make a home 
for his more mature manhood. He leased land, on 
which he worked three years, and at the close of 
that period held in his hands the means to buy Free 
eighty acres. This constituted a part of his present 
farm, to which he has made additions from time to | 
time. His estate at this time contains 122 acres of 
as good land as the county boasts, all under good 
cultivation, His residence and all his buildings 
are of modern build, and are worthy of him who 
erected them, This is large praise in behalf of the 
man who accomplishes much from little. Many 
people pronounce his house the best in the county. 
The location of his homestead is handsome, as his 
residence stands on an eminence overlooking the 
village of Delmar, half a mile distant. 

Mr. Echard was married March 10,1868, to May 
Klotz, daughter of John and Mary Klotz (see 
sketch), and their home cirele has been enlarged 
by the advent of seven children—Franklin O., John 
W., Rosa V., Bruce O., Maud C., Irma N. and 
Ralph. The latter was born June 19, 1881, and 
died in December, 1882. In polities our subject is 
and is an earnest thinker and a logical 





Democratic, 
politician, 


SHOMAS KINNEY. The subject of this bio- 
6) 2 eraphical notice was a pioneer of this county 
—' in 1855, and since that date has been closely 

identified with its agricultural development, meet- 


ing with far more than ordinary success in the pros- 
ecution of his vocation. 
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He is a son of John and 
Catherine (Carn) Kinney, natives of the Emerald 
Isle, where they both died. 

Thomas Kinney was the youngest of his parents’ 
family of nine children, and was born in Ireland in 
1822. He emigrated to the United States in the 
spring of 1849, and for four years resided in York 
State. Ile then moved to Ohio, where he lived 
nine months, when he moved to Illinois and was a 
resident of that State for two years. In the spring 
of 1855 our subject came to this county and took 
up his residence in Berlin Township. There he 
purchased eighty acres of land, located on section 
8, on which he settled and has continued to reside 


SHELLS LL SRP STIE CEES EOE ES hy 
=f wares 









eee ~~ ee ee 
7 . ‘ a a * ’ 
9 le » ’*¢ 
- 
ee or iaasaiiRAsvd Taz ea OTL ia UAT ATTAEIO a 
wissen ess bee beneiiner scare rrr en rrr Be 

¢ 

1 : 
ae 8 en — —O——anaMeEeEE EE 
ts . . *,* > . MY ry. ° ° > : 
ro, until this writing. He has erected a good residence They have eight children—five sons and three 
| on his farm, and by industry and economy has been | daughters. 
ey 7% enabled to add to his original estate until he is at Richard Hughes was the eldest of his parents’ 
: A : . . fe . : | 297 
a» fi the present time proprietor of 400 acres, the major | children and first saw light in Ireland July 12, 1827. 
7 ; L - . . . . é Bs 
ie portion of which is under cultivation. He lived in his native land until 1849, when he 
’ i Thomas Kinney was married at La Salle, TL, in “ame to this country and for three years was a res- 
- ae ue . , . . 6 
ma. February, 1855, and the lady chosen as his lifecom- | ident of Northampton County, Pa., and in 1852 
xs j panion was Rosanna Hughes. She was born in Ire- | moved to Chicago. He staid there but a short 


land Aug. 19, 1831, and their union has been blest 
by the birth of thirteen children, two of whom died 
in infancy. ‘The living are Patrick, Mary, Kate, 
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we . Elizabeth, Bridget, Annie, Thomas, Michael, Rosa, 
_- John and James. Patrick married Ellen Waters, 
oir and they are living in Berlin Township, and have 
wal two children—William and Rosa. ‘The remaining 
. children of Mr. and Mrs. Kinney are living with 
ame ; their parents. 


Our subject has held the office of Roadmaster, 
and he and his wife, together with their children, 
are members of the Catholic Church. ‘Two of their 
children, Bridget and Annie, are teachers in this 
county. In polities Mr. Kinney votes with the 
Republican party. 
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ICHARD HUG 3HES. Prominent among 
the self-made men of Clinton County who 
commenced life as poor boys, and who 
) through their own perseverance have at- 
i tained success, the name of Richard Hughes is en- 
| titled to be recorded. Mr. Hughes is residing on 
il his fine farm, on section 3, Berlin Township, and is 
there industriously engaged in the raising of cereals 
‘and the breeding of stock, and is meeting with far 
| more than ordinary success in the different depart- 
t ui ments of his vocation. 

- = Richard Hughes is the son of Michael and Mary 
I, i (Keegan) Hughes, natives of the Emerald Isle. The 
4) ‘father came to this country in the fall of 1850, and 
a “settled in Pennsylvania, After remaining there a 
h few years he removed to Illinois, and in the spring 
ae sof 1856 he came to this county and located on sec- 

ie ion 3, Berlin Township, where he has continued 
i) Ane o reside until the present time, engaged in agricult- 
tt a ural pursuits. His good wife died about 1874. 
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time, when he went to La Salle County, and was 
there a resident until 1856. In April of that year 
he came to this county and took up his residence 
on sixty acres of land on section 3, Berlin Town- 
ship, which he had purchased from the Government 
in 1854. He has erected a nice residence on his 
place and made numerous improvements, and at 
this writing is the proprietor of 540 acres, all of 
which is under cultivation. He keeps about seven- 
ty-five head of eattle and some fourteen head of 
horses, and fattens about one hundred head of hogs 
for the market yearly. Mr. Hughes has never been 
the recipient of any legacy. He started in life a 
poor boy, and what he has of this world’s goods he 
has acquired through his own energy and persever- 


ance. 
Mr. Hughes was married in Northampton 
County, Pa., April 18, 1852, to Esther O’Brien. 


She was born in Ireland about 1827, and was some 
twenty-two years of age when she emigrated to this 
country. Their family has been increased by the 
birth of ten children—Mary, Michael, Richard, 


Ann, Kate, Ellen, Patrick, Thomas, William and 
James. Mary died in April, 1872, aged nineteen 
years. She was the wife of James O’Brien and re- 


sided at Calamus at the time of her demise; she left 
one child—John P. Miehael married Ellen Mul- 
lon and is a resident of Berlin Township, and they 
have two children—Richard and Mary. Richard, 
second son in order of birth of our subject’s chil- 
dren, married Margaret Spain, and is also a resident 
of Berlin Township, and they have one child—Ks- 
ther, Ellen became the wife of Michael Kennedy, 
who resides in Plymouth County, Iowa, and they 
have one child—Mary A, Patrick also resides in 
Plymouth County, and the others are living on the 
parental homestead, 

Mr, Hughes has held several of the minor offices 
of his township. He and his wife are members of 


. aig resteeaty 
q Ps 
OS lpi aageri ia eneraitadt ith aun 


tee 8 gee wat sce. stems ees en 


RAABABAL 


hits let 





Ushi 


SSECESeeaege 
Sica. 


PTT UL CL LASAPAALAs iia saat tte lls tL a Adie [EUUES VOR RELY PERLE IS nl * 


TLL BAN NLS SARS * Aa 4 18 Tr . 


sce ete? 
= 
a) 


eee eh settee ererveeereeeese 


: . 





et et tT a ett 


SESEREPREPLEES ALEPEN PARE 


Sete SCS SFE SFT SO FR ES EES S PSS SOS REESE ST STS OFFSET ES SEH 


SUAWANENTS AEE 


sere eereaeerees 


a 





TREN ERE ELYEURT EEE Tea Tee 


eee reer es 
whens 


\ERNTET STEED ERDIEPERE PINE! 





6444428 





. 


~ST re fos fae Fass 


a as * 










Seececease res ss? eerste eee e088 


J—7—7— 








— eee 


ad 
ea 


ye 1 


~ =: we 





j 
0 J 
. | 
S« 
4 
b | 
> « 
y 
- s 
~ © 
") 
bet 
' 
a | 
- | 





bes Wiel, 7 





we ' 


ary we 


‘ * 
AY 
ah ome wal) 


ag | 
- i 4 


K 
oj 









7 


HE 
a 
Wg 
nf 
hE 
te 
i 
hf 
nl: 
ui: 
Hie 
ne 
he 
ht 
hs 
LE 
Hl: 
bi 
he 
i 
hE 
iE 
LE 


if 
nk 
tk 
: 
hs 
Ug 
hi 
hi: 
ne 
nf 
ui 
Ui 
nf 
4 
te 
. 
u 
nf 
u 
h 
4 
i 
Ul 
ft 
aE 
hE 
ht 
hE 
aE 
LE 
IE 
if 
if 
hi 
He 
be 
H 
hh 
nk 
te 
ht 
nf 
nl 
nf 
nf 
ti 
hi: 
+ 
hi 
h 
4 
H 
h 
hr 
hi 
ul 
oll 


elas 
aw 


rirerivte 
SP P24 C4SESEE 


ae 


vetete 


SEOSCHSSSSS STL E SESE SFE SESS SESS SESE SEOS 


x iaai 
SSSSSSCSCSSESSESSCSESSSSELSE CASES 


pyer eet ieet si 













the Catholie¢ Church. 
Democratic party. 


of his business qualifications. 
serves, the respect and esteem of his neighbors. 
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J. MAXFIELD, of Lyons, is the subject of 
this biography, and is the proprietor of a 
restaurant situated on Main street. He has 
a good share of patronage and is doing a 





3° 
first-class business. He is also industrious and en- 
ergetic, as well as honorable and upright in his 
dealings, and bids fair to do reasonably well in 
every capacity, as he is well respected as a business- 
man and citizen, 7 

Mr. Maxfield is a native of Bristol, R. I, and 
was born in 1845, his parents being Albert J. and 
Juliette T. (Sherman) Maxfield, natives of Rhode 
Island. His father was by vocation a blacksmith, 
and followed his calling for a number of years. 
They are at present living at Tampico, IL, and 
have reared ten children, nine of whom survive, as 
follows: Albert J., Nancy D., Draper, Jennie, 
Hiram, Travis, Capitola, Ettie and Pleasant. 

The subject of this history remained at home 
until he reached the age of fifteen. He attended 
the common schools and received a good education, 
He then worked about in different places until the 
expiration of five years, after which he settled in 
Coma, Il. Remaining two years he next under- 
took cooper’s work, and subsequently moved to 
Kewanee, There he lived eight years, working as 
foreman in a foundry and also at machinist’s work, 
He then came west to Lyons, where he engaged in 
the manufacture of windmills and pumps. The 
business flourished, and he followed it five years, 
then dropped it and undertook agricultural indus- 
tries. He carried the former business along with 
this, and in 1885 opened his present place of trade 
On Main street, 

He was married, in 1864, to Miss Annie J. How- 
ard, daughter of Isaac and Elizabeth (Brown) 
Howard, natives of Vermont and Pennsylvania. 
They came to Kewanee in 1870, and have resided 
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CLINTON COUNTY. 
In politics he votes with the 
‘The success which Mr. Hughes 
has achieved is the best criterion by which to judge 
Ie has, and well de- 
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there since that time, engaged in farming. ‘They 
reared a family of nine children, seven of whom 
are living, as follows: Alfred, Annie J., Eliza, | 
Melissa, Stella, Etta and Hattie. 

Mr. Maxfield has one daughter, Cora M., who is [jes 
a graduate of Lyons High School, and a stenog- ~ 
rapher by profession. She is a refined and culti- fi 
vated young lady of many womanly graces, and is 
much admired and respected by her friends and 
acquaintances, Mr, Maxfield in political senti- 
ment isa Republican and belongs to that party. 
He is also united with the I. O. O. F. by member- 
ship, and the Knights of Honor and Ladies of 
Honor. He is in all ways considered one of the 
representative men and citizens of Lyons, and, be- 
cause of his worthiness and ability, his integrity 
and shrewd common sense, he is entitled to the re- 
spect and admiration of one and all, 
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RATIO C. ROYALTY, deceased, a former - 
prominent old settler and farmer of this por- 
tion of Clinton County, was a Kentuckian 
by birth, born near Louisville, Oct. 17, 1818. His 
father’s name was Daniel Royalty, and he was a \ 
farmer by occupation, Our subjeet received his oO 
arly education in the district schools of his native 
State. His father died while he was yet a small 
boy, and sometime thereafter he removed with his 
mother and the family to Clay County, Ind., and it | 
ras there that he grew to manhood. During those | 
years he rendered such assistance to his mother as 
a dutiful son should do. | 
Our subject became acquainted in Indiana with 
Miss Elizabeth Case, whom he married Dee. 10, ¥ 
1841. After their marriage they settled on a farm, ; 
engaged in the quiet vocation of husbandry, and py ie 
_ continued to reside in Indiana until the year 1846, hl * + 
when, thinking they could better their condition, fa Me, 
they removed to Clinton County, Iowa, and settled hi : ri 
on a tract of land on Sugar Creek, in Waterford ih ; ue 
Township, which he purchased; the farm had been bie} a 
somewhat improved by the former owner. About ~ ny “ae 
1865 they sold that place and bought the present ft a 
farm of 126 acres, which is very valuable, and joins |F 4 ‘aa 
the town of Charlotte ; some of the best business ew 
sjore 
ay aby Farsi Cane [rr Cape rein] ~ 
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CLINTON COUNTY. ca 
portion of the farm was sold off inlots. The home | Florida some years ago and planted an orange Hi M 
place is now owned by Mrs. Royalty. oTrove. a . 
As the fruit of their union Mr. and Mrs. Royalty He was married to Miss Mary Teedham, a native A J 
had born to them: eight children, seven of whom | of England, in 1858, and by their union they have i L 
a are living, viz.: Mary Jane is the wife’ of J, A. | one child, Henry. He lives in Florida and, with 1 ’ 
- Fisher, they live at Elk Point, Union Co., Dakota, | his father, is interested in the cultivation of or- in : 
oe Louisa married M. 8. Welch, and their home is in | ange groves, in 1 
. Lemars, Iowa; Miles N. lives in Akron, this State ; Politically Mr. Messmer is a Republican, and be- eu 
% William is a resident of Woodbury County, Iowa, | longs to the Modern Woodmen of America, He is if 
4 engaged in farming; George Washington resides in | 4 helpful, energetic member of society, and is one if 0 
‘ Sioux City, Lowa; Sarah Elizabeth married Byron of the best citizens possessed by Clinton County. tt 
Thompson, and they live in Smith County, Kan. ; i i 
Oratio N. is married and lives at Charlotte. ——=_—_ & — ; . 
Mr. Royalty died at his residence Oct. 30, 1869. ey 
In politics he was a Republican. Mrs. Royalty is UGUST OHSANN. One of the active and & i 
a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. <A ef industrious business-men of Lyons and a i 
portrait of Mr. Royalty is shown on another page ik} man of ability and worth, may be found in 1 
of this work. the person of our subject, who is a native ‘ > 
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OSEPH MESSMER. The subject of this 
biography, who is the proprietor of tonsorial 
rooms at Lyons, and is considered first-class 
in his business, is a native of Germany. He 
was born April17,1837. His parents were Stephen 
and Mary (Messmer) Messmer, both natives of the 
“Faderland.” They left their home across the sea 

in 1845, and coming to America, settled in Mis- 
souri and engaged in farming fifteen miles south of 

Saint Louis. There they remained for a period of 
three years, and from there went to Tazewell 
County, Ill. They have a family of seven children, 

_of whom our subject is the youngest, 

At the age of fourteen years Joseph Messmer 
commenced to learn the barber’s trade at Pekin, in 
4 Gy Tazewell County, and continued in the same oc- 
ness y \ cupation from that time to the present writing, ex- 
js 1 cepting two years that were spent in Idaho and 
yt Montana prospecting for gold. In 1868 he pur- 
chased a farm three miles west of Lyons, containing 
sixty acres, and also bought a lot on Main street, 
rarer and on this erected a handsome brick residence 

NG 96x50 feet. This was in 1871, and he afterward 

bought the Robert Rand property on Fourth 

=| street. In addition to this he purchased land in 


—t > 


tthe) er 





vA Pa AIA 
ane} \Oape 
pals ae 

bore ee ete 






of Germany, born May 30, 1827. He is proprie- 
tor of a meat-market, which has proven a success- 
ful venture in a commercial way, and which is now 
in a flourishing condition, Tle is the son of An- 
drew and Sophia (Fichlet) Ohsann, natives of Ger- 
many. They died in their native land, leaving a 
family of five children, three of whom still survive, 
as follows: Louisa, August and Christian, 

Mr. Ohsann remained at home until 1848, but 
he went to learn the tailors’ trade in 1841, and 
worked at it until 1858. After thoroughly finish- 
ing his apprenticeship, he emigrated to America, 
settling in Chicago, where he remained eleven 
years. ‘Three of these he spent at his trade and the 
remainder in conducting a boarding-house at the 
Rock Island depot. In 1866 he came to Lyons 
and engaged in the butcher business with his brother 
for seven years, and since that time has followed 
the business alone. His market stands on Main 
street, west of Sixth, and since his advent in busi- 
ness circles he has made many friends and estab- 
lished a first-class trade. 

Mr. Ohsann was married, in 1855, to Johanna 
Wendell, a native of Hamburg, Germany, and the 
daughter of Jacob Wendell. They now have a 


family of four children, all living—Minnie, now 5 
Mrs, John Reimer, is the mother of two children, § 


George and Johanna; William married Alice Cow- 
ley, and has a family of four children—August, 
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Gertie, Ida and Edward. 
Mr. Ohsann’s family are Ilenry and Ida. 

: Our subject is Republican in polities and holds 
i: on to the workings and doctrines of his party with 


= 


strong energy and power of purpose. He belongs 
to the German Society, and purchased, in 1874, 
his meat-market and the harness-shop adjoining 
his building, which he rents. Ilimself and wife 


/ 

| 

; 

are constant attendants of the Lutheran Church, to 


which they belong by membership. He is one of 


the most useful men and substantial citizens of 


Lyons, and is highly respected by all who know 
him. 
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LFRED BATCHELOR is by occupation a 
boat-builder, and is a resident of Lyons. 

He is one of the most prominent and pros- 
iG « perous men in Clinton County, and highly 
i: esteemed for his ability in business and his upright 
d Mr. B. is a native of Michigan, 
born April 25, 1839, and is the son of Charles and 
Dinah (MHuntley) Batchelor. His parents were 
natives of Vermont and Canada respectively. His 
father died in Michigan, and his mother, who still 
survives, resides at Winona, Minn. She came to 
that State in 1858, accompanied by a family of 
seven, and settled at Red Wing, where she remained 
until 1878. She then moved to the place where 
she at present resides. 

The subject of this biogr: phy remained in the 
family until 1862, and spent his younger days on a 
farm, meanwhile attending school. After removing 
to Minnesota he worked at shingle-making, follow- 
ing that trade for ten years. He then engaged in 
hoat-building, manufacturing pleasure-boats, and 
succeeding well in this industry, 

He enlisted under the three months’ call, in Co. 
F, lst Minn, Vol. Inf., and returned home after 
his time had expired. He next went out on a re- 
enlistment, in Co. 1, 2d Minn. Vol. Inf., where he 
remained for fifteen months. He kept his place 
until September, 1862, and was discharged on ac- 
count of sickness. He was unable to remain con- 
; tent out of the service, however, and went in again, 
joining the Fiftieth Wisconsin, and was again dis- 
charged, in 1865. Soon after his return from the 
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= [Feo 
war, he again entered his old business of manufact- ie 
uring boats, and was so delighted at the success of [8 
his plans that he kept on with his manufacturing | 
until 1884, at which time he came to Lyons, and 
has since engaged in the making of both fancy and f= 
common boats. THis business place is situated on (Ve 
the corner of Second and Lumber streets near the 
Mississippi River. 

Mr. Batchelor was married in 1862, to Margaret 
Britton, a native of Ireland, and a daughter of 
Joseph and Margaret (Jordan) Britton, residents of 
Sauk Center, Minn. 'They are farmers by ‘vocation, 
and are the parents of nine children as follows: 
Mary, Hester, Margaret, Joseph, Thomas, John, 
George, Frances and Franklin (twins), 

Our subject has by his union one daughter, 
Stella, who was born Nov. 6, 1872. He is a useful 
and able man in the affairs of the community and 
labors for the good of the people. In polities he 
is independent, and votes in behalf of principle not 
party. He isa member of the I. 0. O. F., of the 
G. A. R., Modern Woodmen of America, Knights 
of Labor and the Tron Hall, 


RA 


y) ICHARD C. BALDWIN, of Olive Town- 
ship, was born in La Salle County, IIL, Oct. 
19, 1838. He is the-son of Asahel and 
©) Flora (Holeomb) Baldwin, natives of Con- 
necticut. ‘Lhe former was born Jan. 29, 1807, and 
the mother June 11,1817. Asahel Baldwin died 
Noy. 27, 1845. He was the son of Timothy and 
Rhoda (Eno) Baldwin, also natives of Connecticut, 
Asahel Baldwin came west to Illinois in 1831, 
and settled in La Salle County. There he met 
Flora Holeomb, whose parents came to the same 
county in 1832. Their marriage took place March 
6, 1835. Flora Holcomb was the daughter of 
Zopher and Luey (Goddard) Holeomb. In 1839 
the family removed to Scott County, Iowa, where 
Asahel Baldwin died. In 1847 the family came to 
Clinton County, Of the union of Asaheland Flora 
Baldwin there were but two children who grew to 
maturity, viz; Richard C. and Olive L. The lat- 
ter married George W. King. She died August 14, ; 
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1875, leaving five children—Alice A., Luna L., 
Emma J., Flora E. and George L. King. 

Richard C., the subject of this sketch, is the only 
survivor of the children of Mr. and Mrs. Baldwin. 
He married Miss Emily E. Brown, a native of New 
York. The date of their marriage was July 6, 1861. 
She was the daughter of William and Lucy (Wal- 
rod) Brown, natives of Onondago County, New 
York. ‘They were among the early settlers of Clin- 
ton County. Mr, and Mrs. Baldwin are the parents 
of four living children, Their names in the order 
of their birth are; Anna L., Hattie M., Richard L. 
and William B, Baldwin,. Mrs. Baldwin, the moth- 
er of Richard C., married Mr. Leroy Dutton, (See 
sketch of Mr. Dutton.) Politically the family were 
originally Old-Line Whigs, then Republican and lat- 
terly have espoused the Greenback cause. He 
has been reared to agricultural pursuits and has fol- 
lowed that calling through life. 


ORACE AMSDEN FAY, of De Witt, was 
e born in Lebanon, Grafton Co,, N. H., Dee. 
7, 1827. His father, Joseph: Packard Fay, 
was born in Belchertown, Mass., April 25, 
1792, and died at Concord, N. H., Sept. 9, 1872. 
Charlotte (Hyde) Fay, mother of Horace A., was 
born im Norwich, Vt., June 6, 1792, and died in 
Concord, N. H., Feb. 15, 1872. Barnabas Fay, 
father of Joseph P., was born in Hardwick, Mass., 
Oct. 30,1758. He served in the War of the Rev- 
olution, crossing the Delaware with Washington 
during the memorable night of Dee. 25, 1776, and 
was also one of the patriotic band who wintered at 
Valley Forge in 1777-78. Chloe (Packard) Fay, 
wife of Barnabas Fay, was born in Br idgewater, 
.Mass., Nov. 22, 1762, and died at Lebanon, N. H., 
if ‘July 19, 1848, For several years she drew a pen- 
5 sion as widow of a soldier of the Revolutionary 
fe Seri “War. James Fay, father of Barnabas, was also a 
soldier of that war, and died in the army. 
“ Barnabas Fay and his family of five children 
| moved to Lebanon, N. H., near the close of the 
| last: century, and established himself in business as 
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afterward 


i “a elothier, or cloth dresser, nearly all fabrics being 











at that time made at home. About 1816 he with 
the father of Horace A. moved to a farm in Leb- 


anon, in the locality known as the ‘ Village,” 


where the subject of this sketch was born, ‘The 
schoolhouse was a mile and a half distant, so the 


inhabitants of that end of the district at times hired 
private tutors, and it was in an upper room in one 
of the neighbor's that Horace <A. 
learned the a, b, e’s. school summers 


out-buildings 
Attending 
and winters until he was eight years of age, and 
then winters until he one 
term at the Lebanon Liberal Institute, was all the 
schooling he ever received. His bright visions of 
a collegiate education vanished before financial re- 
verses which overtook the family in the winter of 
1842-43. 
N. H., in the spring of 1843, he commenced his 
mereantile career by vending fish and lobsters from 
a one-wheeled “buggy” through the streets of 
that city, the capital for the enterprise being fur- 
nished by Mr, Nathaniel White, the expressman, 


was fifteen, including 


Removing with his parents to Concord, 


9) 


menced life as a stable boy. In September, young 
Fay found a situation in a grocery store, where he 
remained till about December, and on the 18th of 
that month accepted a position as clerk in a carpet 
and crockery warehouse, which he filled till Jan. 
1, 1850, when a partnership was formed with his 
former employer, under the firm name of Page & 
Fay. In the summer of 1851 their was 
burned, and what goods were saved were moved 
fora brief period to the rotunda of the State House, 
In the fall Mr. Fay sold his interest in the firm to 
his partner, and worked for him on a salary till 
the following spring, when he purchased a lot in 
the burnt district, and with three others, each of 
whom owned lots, erected the Merchants’ Ex- 
change Building, which is four stories high in front, 
and five in the rear, and at that time the best busi- 
ness block in the city. . While Mr, Fay was in New 
York buying goods the supporters of Hale and 


store 


Julian, the disunion candidates for President and | 


Vice-President, made arrangements to raise a flag 
above the middle of the block, a few feet being 
owned in common by the four owners, the 
consent of the others having been obtained, but 
Mr. Fay objected, and the obnoxious ensign was 
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run up a few feet to the north of the center. Then 
followed a boycott by that party, 
which was greatly to the advantage of Mr. Fay. 
When Know-Nothingism swept over the land he 
took a firm it, and, indignantly 
spurning the proposition to elect him to the legis- 


stand against 
lature by that party, ran for a minor office on the 
Democratic ticket, and went down with the gen- 
eral crash, For a brief time he had an interest in 
a branch store at Nashua, N. H., and which was 
superintended by the now Hon, L. B. Wadleigh, of 
Clinton. 

During the campaign of 1856 Mr. Fay warmly 
espoused the Democratic cause, and made several 
speeches in Concord and vicinity in favor of 
Buchanan, the burden of which was devotion to 
the Union. At this period disruption of the Union 

as openly advocated by the opponents of the 
Democratic party, and the epithet ‘* Union Saver” 

‘as derisively applied to those who would main- 
He was one of the committee of seven 
appointed by the Democrats of Concord to receive 
President Pierce on his visit to Concord in Octo- 
ber of that year, and at the reception acted as aide 
to the Chief Marshal. 

In the spring of 1857 Mr. Fay sold out his stock 
of goods, and on election day, having’ first depos- 
ited his vote for the Democratic candidates, left 
for the West, intending to go to Saint Anthony’s 
Falls (now Minneapolis). At Chicago he met with 
his former townsman, Gov. Baker, and with him 
came to Clinton, crossing the Mississippi from .Ful- 
ton to Lyons in avskiff and amid floating ice. A 
few weeks later, in company with Hon. C. H. Toll, 
he purchased a raft of lumber, and afterward 
shipped it to De Witt, as Clinton was not then a 
good market to sell lumber in. In the latter part 
of July Mr, Fay bought two lots opposite the de- 
pot at De Witt, and immediately erected a two- 
story warehouse, one of the first built here. 

September 15 of that year, he was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Calista J., daughter of Isaac 
Rachel (Watts) Darrah, of Bedford, N. HL., and 
who held the esteem of all who knew them. The 
young couple came at once to Lowa, remaining 
about two weeks at Clinton, then to De Witt, and 


and 


j COMMenced housekeeping over their new ware- 
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house, where they lived a year, when they removed 
to their present residence, corner Jefferson and 


Third streets. 


Mr. Fay engaged in the business of grain buy- 
ing and afterward included live stock. At that 


time there was no bank in De Witt, and nearly all 
the money received here passed through his hands. 
Me was the only one to take out a “ broker's 
license” in De Witt, and as such handled consid- 
erable coin, his entire business amounting some 
years to $500,000. In 1864 in company with W. 
II. Chardavoyne, he purchased a half section of 
land near De Witt, and in the following spring pur- 
chased his partner’s interest in the same. A year or 
two later he withdrew in a great measure from 
active business, in order to develop the farm, In 
1874 Mr. Fay purchased an-interest in the Clinton 
Chair Compairy, and spent nearly a year there, as 
book-keeper of the institution. This venture 
proved unprofitable, and he resumed the improve- 
ment of his farm, In the spring of 1877 he en- 
tered the office of P. B. Wolfe (now Senator from 
this district), and tacked up a sign as “real estate 
agent.” Ina few weeks he was invited by J. C. 
Hopkins, now County Recorder, then editor and 
proprietor of the Clinton County Advertiser, pub- 
lished at Lyons, to hecome the De Witt correspond- 
ent, which he accepted, and, partly through his in- 
fluence, the circulation of the paper was so much 
increased that the Board of Supervisors of the 
county, in the following January elected the Ad- 
vertiser as one Of the official papers of the county. 
In 1885 the De Witt office of the paper was moved 
to the new building erected by Mr. Fay for that 
purpose, | 

Mr. Fay was a member of the School Board of 
De Witt for several years, having first been chosen 
in 1864, and did his full share toward the erection 
of the present schoolhouse. ‘The last time he was 
elected was during his temporary absence in 1875, 
when he declined to serve. He held the office of 
Justice of the Peace for a few years, and on the ex- 
piration of his last term declined a re-nomination 
unanimously tendered him. In polities Mr. Fay 
has ever been an unwavering Democrat, whose 
patriotism is as broad as our land. } , 

Mr, and Mrs. Fay have two sons—Clarence A., 






































born June 18, 1859, and Louis E., born Sept. 21, 
1861. Both are now associated together in busi- 
ness, under the firm of Fay Brothers, publishers of 
the Clinton County Advertiser. 


ARNEY FLANNERY. The subject of this 
< biography is well known and highly es- 
teemed as a substantial man of business and 
an enterprising and progressive farmer. His 
home is situated on section 18, of Washington 
Township, and he was born in County Galway, Ire- 
land, in 1824, Hecame to this country in 1848, 
and landed in New York City, whence he went to 
Comnecticut and there remained about two months. 
At the expiration of that time he went back to New 
York, and, taking a short trip south went to New 
Orleans, where he spent several months in that city 
and Memphis. Soon after this he, went into the 
navy and labored there for three months, and at the 
end of that time concluded to go to Nashville, 
Tenn., and thence to the Cumberland Mountains, 
where they were putting through a three-mile tunnel. 
He worked in this enterprise for about three 
months, and then emigrated to the Western States, 
at the end of which time he went to Du Page 
County, Hl. There he spent one and one-half 
years, working on the farm a month at a time, and 
at the end of that time he came to De Witt, Iowa. 
This was in December, 1850, and about that time 
he pre-empted 160 acres of land and went to work 
fencing and breaking the raw prairie, He has added 
to his original possessions until he now owns 220 
acres of fine land, all under improvement; besides a 
| ie farm of 200 acres in De Witt Township, and an- 
other tract of 160 acres, 

ese) In the year 1855 our subject married Miss Mar- 
A ‘iigaret Trimble, who was born in Ireland in 1834, 
) She was a hard-working and industrious young wo- 
(ie “man, well calculated to advance the interests and 
iis } better the condition of any man whom she honored 
ae aby becoming his life companion. Nine children are 
z SR the result of this union, by name Michael, John, 
m: 3A'|| Mary, Peter, William, Sarah, Barnard, Jerome and 
na . All the younger members of the family 
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| are living at home, with the exception of Mary, who 
is married to John McDevitt. 

Mr. F, is engaged quite largely in the raising and 
breeding of thoroughbred cattle, and has one thor- 
oughbred Short-horn bull, whose name is * Star”; 
Mr. F. has a herd 
of 140 head of good grade cattle, and also has made 
a large success of swine-growing. 


a 


22 





_——-< = 


aris 









he is three years old this spring. 
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In every branch 
of his industry he has proven himself first-class, and 
is acknowledged by his neighbors to have no peer 
in his distinct field of labor. In politics he is a 
Democrat, and is one of the most active and helpful 
men to be found in the county. 

Our subject and wife are members of the Catholic 
Chureh, and support it liberally and faithfully. 
The parents of our subject were born in County Gal- 
way, Ireland, and Mr. Flannery was born in that 
county also, but all of his brothers and sisters, 
seven in number, were born in County Kilkenny. 
Their mother died in L881 Illinois, and the 
father of the family in Ireland, ‘They were strong 
and deyoted members of the Catholic Chureh, 
which they supported throughout life. 

A fine lithograph view of the handsome residence 
and large fine stock-barns and other out-buildings 
of Mr, 
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J UGUST EGGERT. Among the prominent 


| ok and enterprising farmers of Elk River 


Township may be numbered the subject of 
Doxey: worthi- 


this sketch, who is notable for his in- 

his go-aheadativeness and _ his 
ness of character. His home is situated on sec- 
tion 22, where he owns 305 acres of good land, 
most of which is under cultivation, Mr, Eggert 
was born in Holstein, Germany, Sept. 26, 1854. 
Ilis father, Adolph Eggert, a farmer now residing 
in Center Township, is also prominent and success- 
ful, and is highly respected in Clinton County as 
such, 

Our subject was young when his parents set out 
for the United States. He was the youngest of the 
three children whom his father and mother brought 
with them. While on their voyage, in 1857, after 
having been on the water for two weeks, the mother 
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b : sickened with cholera and in a few days died. Her | toa better home, their deaths taking place im 1883. 7 
ns body was consigned to the great deep, and the | William received a high school and commercial edu- 
ne father, although nearly prostrated at the loss of his | cation, and in 1847 entered the office of Dy, J. N. “ 
ng companion, still pursued his journey with his little | MeMillan, of Newark, Ohio, to study medicine. In ; 
f 3 ones, and finally settled in Center Township, Clin- | 1850 he attended lectures at Cleveland, Ohio, and 
be ton Co., Iowa. Here he purchased a farm of 120 | there graduated with honors. He then nee to Ue 
a acres, and has continued to add to it until he owns | Witt, and at once entered upon the practice of his 
ih 360 acres, This is finely improved, and he is con- | profession, Later he moved to Camanche, and 
th 2 sidered one of the best and most successful farmers | there practiced until 1862, when he received an ap- 
ne in this section of country. He was married the | pointment as Assistant Surgeon of the 26th Iowa 
ne second time, but has no children by his last union, | Vol. Inf. and held the position until 1866. During 
1: August Eggert was educated in the public | that year he moved to Lyons and again entered 
ue: schools, and remained at home until the date of his | upon his practice, and has continued the same at 
uF marriage. ‘This event was celebrated at the home | that place until the present time. By carefully diag- 
ne of the bride, in Elk River ‘Township, Oct, 11,1879, | nosing his cases, and treating them with that 
He and the lady of his choice was Miss Dora Thiemann, | skill acquired by years of constant study and prac- 
| ni: who was born in Holstein, Germany, Sept. 17,1855, | tice, he has established a reputation for compe- 
rf * Her father, Hans, and her mother, Hestina (Cook) | teney which has redounded to his financial welfare. 
. ne Eggert, were natives of Germany, and all the fam- Socially the Doctor is a member of the A, F. & 
| nee ily, save the mother, came to America in 1877, and | A. M., and also belongs to the State Medical Asso- 
fe have since lived in Clinton County. The mother | ciation; he is likewise a member of the County 
by died and was buried in her native land previous to | Medical Society; also United States Medical Asso- 
he their journey hither. Mrs, Eggert is the oldest of | ciation, 
nh her father’s children, and she provides a home for ghee, 
nt him. He is advanced in years and retains many of i 
He his faculties, but is in feeble health, | 
nk Mr. Eggert is a very successful young farmer WS BR. J. B. MELICK. The subject of this 
y * and shows much ability in his chosen line of labor. sketch stands high among the members of 
: He is a breeder of Durham cattle, Polsnd-Chutia eo 47 the medical fraternity, and is highly re- 
n E swine and also Norman horses. His ability as a a spected as a man of enterprise, who 
| De Bvonk-grower of pure-bloods is unquestioned. In | thoroughly understands his profession and rarely 
= te nice he is n ROCA is solid and strong in the | loses a Gage. He is a resident of Clinton City, but 
ni aith and supports his party ably. was originally from Pennsylvania. He was born 
i mm 1820, and is the son of Peter and Margaret 
| 1 SS —————- (Best) Melick. They were natives of Pennsylva- 
| h : | nia, and were largely engaged in stock and grain 
1 . R. WILLIAM MacQUIGG, — Prominent ‘using. At this they continued until their deaths, 
‘c among the professional men of Lyons who | which occurred respectively in 1876 and 1884. 
' | have sutained success by adroit endeavor, Their family consisted of eighteen children, nine of 
. | close application, and the constant practice 


heads this notice, and who is a practicing physician 
and surgeon residing at that place. Dr. MacQuige 
; Was born May 14, 1827, in Philadelphia, Pa. 

The parents of our subject, James and Marga- 
§ Yet (Dunlap) MacQuigg, left Philadelphia in 1842, 
and moved to Ohio, where they resided until called 


; of their profession, is the gentleman whose name 
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Whom are still living, as follows; Jacob B., Isaiah, 
Peter, Hiram, Abner, Wilson, Margaret, Phebe and 
Lavina. 

Dr. Melick remained at home until he was twen- 
ty-four years of age. Our subject then attended 
school and worked on the farm and, after leaving 
home, pursued his way to Clinton County, Pa., 
and studied medicine under Prof, Thompson, of 
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Thompsonian practice. He was admitted in 1846, 
at Hamburgh, Pa. At the close of that time 
he went to Freeport, Ill, and there engaged in 
medical practice for nine years; thence he went to 
Lyons, in 1856, and opened a drug store on the cor- 
ner of Main and Second streets. THe also kept up 
his practice as a physician. In 1857 he suffered 
from a conflagration in which was destroyed nearly 
all of his property, the value of which was approx- 
imated at about $15,000. He began immediately 
to rebuild, and purchased in 1860, ten acres of 
land adjoining the city corporation. This he im- 
proved, and in 1871 and 1872 he raised an abund- 
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4} ant quantity of hops which, as they were ready for 
. hy the market, were shipped to Chicago, and were 


burned in the great fire, 
greater portion of that city. Tis loss amounted in 
all to $18,000, Te now owns an interest in the 
farm twenty miles from Des Moines, It includes 
120 acres, and is a valuable piece of property. He 
has also real estate in Lyons, including seven 
houses, for renters, and also vacant lots. As he 
stands to-day, at the age of sixty-six, he resembles 
the great oak which receives its growth from the 
sunlight and shadows of a long existence. 
, Stands high in his practice, and has his office located 
on Sixth street, near the city railway stables of 
Lyons. | 

He was united in marriage, in 1853, to Miss 
Martha Reeser, a native of Pennsylvania, and a 
lady of exceptionally high attainments. One child 
i) is the result of this marriage, by name, Lulu. By 
a former marriage he has two children, viz.: Stew- 
art, who married Augusta Partridge, and has two 


which destroyed the 
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is engaged in mercantile pursuits, at Dallas Center, 
Iowa, and is well estimated and approved by the 
citizens of that place, and does a flourishing trade, 
_Sarah, now Mrs. Tripp, is the mother of four chil- 
idren, namely, Robert, George, Lewis and Burt. 
They are residents of Lyons, and are citizens of 
Por 3 good repute. % 
| ~The Doctor in political belief is a Republican, 
iE belongs to the order of * Tron Hall” and is the ex- 
\samining physician for the association which bears 
“that name. This was given him hy the Physicians’ 


Br 


_ Association at St. Louis. Both himself and wife 
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children by his marriage—Sarah and Stewart; he - 
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belong to the Methodist Episcopal Church, and 
they are good and helpful members in that congre- 
With the hope of many long years of 
usefulness for one who has proved so busy a helper 
in life’s harvest field, and with a successful past 
behind him our subject sees, in the future, glimpses 
of that noble usefulness, which is the heritage of 
him ‘* who does all things for the glory of God.” 
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ICHAEL DALY, of Lyons, a native of Ire- 
land, was born in September, 1814, and is 
the son of Martin and Catherine (Hayes) 
Daly. lis parents died in their native 





land in 1855 and 1831 respectively, the father hav- 


ing had charge of stock buying and selling for § 


Lord Crofton, whose domain was three miles square 
and surrounded by a stone wall twelve feet high. 

The subject of this biography left home at the 
age of sixteen, to learn the carpenter’s trade. He 
served five years, and no account being made of 
his labor, his father was obliged to pay £10 be- 
sides furnishing his clothes during his apprentice- 
ship. His board and washing were furnished him 
by his employer. Often while engaged at his daily 
labor he heard reports of a land of freedom where 
each man was granted the rights he deserved, and 
on completing his term, he set sail for America, 
and in 1836 landed in New York, just after the 
great fire. ‘There he labored for eighteen months 
and then went to Pottsville, Pa., and engaged at 
his trade, He had the honor, young as he was, of 
building two large churches. Besides those, he 
afterward erected a number of fine buildings, and 
employed a number of men to labor with him, He 
purchased some lots on a point afterward ealled 
Daly’s Hill. * 

He left Pennsylvania in 1851, and came to Ly- 
ons. Here he labored asa journeyman for three 
years, and then engaged in business for himself. 


Buying 120 acres, he afterward purchased 160 th 


acres, both tracts in Clinton, and bought seven lots 
on Fourth street. He now lives on the last-named 
street upon one of them, having retired from active 
business and its cares in 1883. 
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Ie was married in 1841 in Pennsylvania, to Miss . 
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Matilda Ferguson, who 
leaving three children. Of these Kate F., now Mrs. 
Kanally, lives in Sterling, Ill., and has five chil- 
dren—Joseph, Minnie, Charles, Richard and Ma- 
tilda: Martin E., who is a practicing physician, 
married Julia Tierney, and they are the parents of 
two children—Harry and Jennie; and Joseph who 
is the youngest of the Daly family. Mr. Daly 
married a second time, the lady of his choice being 
Miss Celia Cummings. 

He is a Democrat in politics and is devoted to 
his party with an ardent zeal. He was one of the 
first Aldermen in Lyons, and the only one now liv- 
ing in that city who held the position at that time. 
Ile was a member of the Board of Education for 
three years and is a pioneer in it, as he came to 
this section of country in the early days, and is 
identified with its growth and prosperity. 
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\ A\ RS. CATHERINE GREVE. The subject 
of this historical notice is a native of Ger- 
many and a daughter of John and Cather- 


ine (Teadje) Greve, both natives of the 
“ Paderland.” They came to America in 186), 
settling in Jackson County, lowa. Going to Miles 
Station they rented a farm for five years, on which, 
in 1873, the father died, leaving the family to 
mourn his loss. His wife survived him ten years 
and died at Lyons at her daughter’s home (Mrs. 
Greves) in 1883. ‘The family consisted of five 
children, three of whom—Peter, Benjamin and our 
subject—still survive. 


Mrs. Greve married, in 1864, Jerry Greve, a na- 
tive of Germany, and son of Hans and Mary (Hol- 
land) Greve. He lost his parents by death in their 
native land, and was one of a family of three chil- 
dren, one only of whom is left, besides himself— 
Mary, now Mrs, Schutt, still living in the old coun- 
try. His wife, of whom we write, and he were 
united in marriage in Germany, and decided upon 
America as their future home. ‘They settled at 
Miles Station, as above stated, and remained on a 
farm for five years and after that, with the thrift 
common to those of their country, who make the 
land of the free their field of industry, they under- 


died in Lyons in 1852, 


county Sept. 11, 1855, where he has since remained, | 








took a boarding-house. 


line of the Sabula & Dakota Railway, and the men 


employed in its construction made the house their 
home, and so successful were they in the dispens- 


if 
ing of their hospitality that they continued there 


This was located on the jj 
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for three years. They then came to Lyons where MT 


they conducted a hotel on Pearl street for seven 


years. The husband died in 1881, and she has 
since purchased the building on the corner of 
Fourth street and Sixth avenue, at a cost of $2,500. 
Fitting it up in good style, she again commenced 
the business at which she and her husband had 
proved so successful, 

Our subject is the mother of twelve children, 
eight of whom are deceased. ‘The remaining are as 
follows: Louisa; John, a clerk in the city of Clin- 
ton; Adolph, attending college at Mount Vernon, 
and Freddie, in Kurope, a student of music, who 
intends to remain five years, giving strict attention 
to this art. 

Mr. Greve was in politics a Democrat, and was a 
helpful, energetic member of the party which he 
honored with a good, straightforward vote and 
thorough loyalty. Both he and his wife were mem- 
bers of the Lutheran Church, to which they were 
strongly attached and devoted, and wheré his wife 
still remains, working out the principles of her 
Christian faith under its tenets. 





WOHN G. REYMAN, a farmer of Clinton 
County, whose home lies on section 25, Cen- 
ter ‘Township, was born in Saxe-Weimar- 

@ Kisenach, Germany, in the year 1835, Jan. 
30, He is the son of John and Deorothe (Schnei- 
der) Reyman, John Reyman was a native of the 
same Province as his son, and his mother was born 
in Saxe-Meiningen. They had a family of seven 
children, one of whom died in Germany. In 1852 
they emigrated with their six children to America, 
and landing at New York May 6, he went on his way 
to Milwaukee, May 14, where he remained two 
years. He then removed to Dixon, Ill After 
working for some time at Dixon, he came to this” 


He first. purchased about two hundred acres of land. 
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since been largely improved, cultivated and made 
more valuable. Their old homestead lies east of 
and adjoining the residence of their son, John C, 
The elder Mr. Reyman was a farmer here until his 
death, which took place in the year 1881, [lis 
wife died Aug. 30, 1875 

Mr. Reyman was united in marriage with Miss 
Louisa Reusehe, Dec. 14, 1866. She was a Ger- 
man by birth, born in Saxe-Meiningen, June 27, 
1844, and came across the ocean in 1865, in pur- 
suit of health. In the same year she came to Ly- 
ons where her parents then lived. She is the 
daughter of John C. and Wilhelmina (Niller) 
Reusche, both of whom were born in Saxony, and 
the husband aid father gave the date of his birth 
as Aug. 27, 1801. He died Feb. 19, 1877, in Cen- 
ter Township. His wife, who still survives him, 
was born Sept. 3, 1811. Their children were as 
follows: Christina, who married William Coleman 
and still resides in Germany; Charlie, now de- 
ceased, who was the husband of Julia Baker; 
Ernest, living in Germany; Caroline, resident of 
Lyons, and Charlie F., who lives in Butler County, 
Iowa; Louisa W. of this family, married Mr, Rey- 
man of this sketch, and had eight children, five of 
whom are now living. 

Mr. and Mrs. Reyman’s children are as follows: 
ih Lusina C. D., born Dee. 5, 1867; Amanda, born 
\e Era Jan, 30, 1870, died Noy. 4, 1870; Laura A., born 

4 Aug. 16, 1871; Alma, born Taig 19, 1876, died 
July 11, 1877; William Julius, born July 16, 1874; 
i Ray, born March 22, 1879, died in infancy; Clara 
4| M. D., born March 31,1880; Otto C.J., born Aug. 
23, 1882, is the youngest child of their union, 

Mr. Reyman is one of the public men of Clin- 
ton County, is largely endowed mentally, and is 
1H prominent for his quick, keen thought and able 
- intelligence. He is one of the influential men of 

\ this section, has a fine education and holds a high 
a place among the citizens of the vicinity, and he- 
sides is a liberal, kind-hearted and interesting man, 
She has a Reo’ and Sree hoartod wife who unites 
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on Dace open their doors and faite’ one gad all to 
22 come. Mr. Reyman and his wife belong to the 
H Lutheran Chureh at Elvira. He is a Democrat in 
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politics, voting the straight ticket, and is well fitted 
to hold publie office of any kind, 

In addition to his industrial pursuits Mr, Rey- 
man is engaged in the breeding and selling of 
horses. He is one of the leading cattle-growers in 
this township. He makes raising hogs a specialty ; 
he has the feed corn cooked by the steaming 
process, and was for years the leading man in the 
business of raising hogs in the county, Te shows 
to the people of the community a better line of 
stock than any other man, in that he understands 
the secret of properly preparing their daily nour- 
ishment. 

On another page we present a view of Mr. Rey- 
man’s residence. 
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FU. FIM FEDDERSEN, Prominent among 
6 the influential and enterprising citizens and 

one of the largest stock-raisers in the vicin- 
ity is the subject of this sketch, He resides on the 
Ingwersen farm, on section 28 of Deep Creek 
Township, and is highly appreciated for his perse- 
verance and his agricultaral ability. The farm 
consists of 260 acres and is one of the best in the 
county. 

Mr. Feddersen was born in Holstein, Germany, 
March 24, 1849. Ilis father, T. H, Christian Fed- 
dersen, a native from the same Province and coun- 
try, married there a lady of his own nationality, 
by name Emilie Magunssen, After their marriage 
they settled in Bredstedt, where they at present re- 
side, and where the father has been a prominent 
physician for more than fifty years. His success is 





_worthy of note, and he is prominent as a first-class 


practicing physician. 

Our subject was the youngest but three in a family 
of thirteen children, He lived at home attending 
the common schools of his native town until he was 
fifteen years old. When he came to America it 
was with three older sisters who also came under 
the protection of a friend of the family, Jochim H. 


- Ingwersen, who had lived in this county some 


years previous, and is a grandfather of Mrs, Fed- 
dersen of this notice. 
riving in America and coming into this county 
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with his friend, Mr. Ingwersen, lived with him one 
year and later worked around with other farmers, 
purchasing in Deep Creek Township, just before 
his marriage, 160 acres of land, ‘This he has since 
sold after making improvements upon it, cultivat- 
ing and modernizing it in a large degree. 

He was married Nov. 25, 1876, at the residence 
of the bride’s parents in Chicago, to Miss Erne 
Ingwersen, the daughter of Ienry C. and Minnie 
A. (Peters) Ingwersen, both natives of Holstein, 
where they were reared until they reached matur- 
ity and then came with their father to the United 
States. They were a few years later united in 
marriage, and settled in Deep Creek ‘Township, 
where the mother died about ten years later, The 
father, who is now an extensive Commission mer- 
chant in Chicago, has since married, this time to 
Margaret Feddersen, a sister to the subject of this 
sketch. 

Mrs. Feddersen, wife to T. H. Fim Feddersen, 
was born in Deep Creek Township, Jan, 14, 1807. 
She was educated while living at home, and re- 
ceived her education through the efforts of a pri- 
vate teacher, The farm is now_ operated by Mr. 
Feddersen, and is considered one of the finest im 
this section of country. It belongs to Peter Ing- 
wersen, a pork packer in Sabula, Lowa. 

Mrs. Feddersen is the mother of four children, as 
follows:_Emma W., Henry C., John F., and Ella 
©. They are considered among the best and most 
reliable citizens, and are well thought of by the en- 
tire community for their kindness and courtesy. 
In polities Mr. Feddersen is a reliable Democrat. 
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S. NELSON, manufacturer of confectionery, 
SS 


and a resident of Lyons, is a native of Ohio, 
born in 1847, and is the son of David and 
Catherine (Bohn) Nelson, natives of Pennsylvania, 
They came to Ohio at an early day, and his father 
was engaged in mercantile pursuits. Me afterward 
removed to Illinois, and going to Mount Carroll 
continued in the same trade he had followed in the 
State of Ohio. He has since lived at this latter 


place, and they have a family of seven children, 
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by name Adam B., Valentine S., John W., Mar- 
caret (now Mrs. A. M. Green), Emma J. (now, 
Mrs. Keiter), Ahiman and Charles. 

The subject of this notice remained at home un- 


leaving home he came to Iowa, then went to Saint’ 
Louis, and there had charge of the Abbey Lead 
and Mining Company’s finances. He remained i 
their employ for about four years, then located in 
Collinsville, IL, where he opened a confectionery 
store and spent the time until 1878, He then came 
to Lyons and engaged in the same business, and 
has since continued in it. 

Ile was married in 1873 to Miss Caroline Nelson, 
daughter of William and Caroline (KXneedier) Nel- 
son, natives of Pennsylvania. Mr. Nelson has a 
family of two sons—Elwood E. and Irwin N. Mr. 
Nelson, politically, is a Republican, and supports 
his party with a stanch principle and an honest 
vote. Ile belongs to the Masonic lodge and to the 
Modern Woodmen of America, and is, in fact, one 
of the responsible men of Lyons and one of its best 
citizens. 
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OHN M. SPARKS. Prominent among the 
citizens of Clinton County who are note- 

@ worthy for general integrity and manhood, 
« may be recognized the subject of this per- 
sonal sketch. He is a man whose character is 
formed after a high standard, and is recognized in 
social, religious and personal circles as a leader and 
helper. 
Mr, Sparks is identified with the history of Brook- 
field ‘Township as one who has watched and aided 
its growth from infancy. He came here in 1849, 
and has by every effort aided and abetted its 
growth into a flourishing, wealthy and promising sec- 
tion of country. He was born in Cumberland 
County, N. J., Aug. 24, 1824. His father, Joel 
Sparks, a native of the same State, was born in Sa- 
lem County, Aug, 21, 1794, and was a shoemaker 
by trade. In later years he farmed, and died in 
Clinton County in 1871. The maiden name of our 
subject’s mother was Lydia Whittaker, She was 
born Sept. 28, 1794, in New Jersey. She died in 
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© was Salina Martha Birkhead, 
i) Tyler County, W. Va., Aug. 29, 1828, and is the 
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CLINTON COUNTY. 


Clinton County, Feb. 24, 1853. Both herself and 
husband were members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church and assisted in that organization through- 
out their lives, working to the honor and glory of 
God. They continued consistent members up to 
the date of their demise, and died in the full assur- 
ance of faith as promised through the atoning blood 
of Christ Jesus. Seven children had been born 
to them. 

Our subject was the third child in order of birth 
in his father’s family, and was twelve years of age 
when his parents moved to Pennsylvania, They 
lived there three years, and John attended school 
during that time in the city of Philadelphia, where 
they resided. From there they moved to Barn- 
bridge, Lancaster County, remaining there 
two years, and thence removed to Warren County, 
then to Putnam County, and finally to Hancock. 
Our subject, in the meantime, worked and contrib- 
uted to the general support of the family. He was 
ambitious both in school and out, and showed him- 
self a youth of no small capability. The family 
lived in Hancock County until June, 1849, then 
started with three teams for the State of Iowa. 
They consisted in all of the parents and four sons. 
Their daughters, three in number, died in New 


. Jersey. After three weeks’ journey they arrived 


in Clinton County, never haying traveled on Sun- 
day. Mere they rented a log house on seetion 3, 
Brookfield Township, into which the family moved, 
while they went to look for a location. The sous 
and father all took up land together. It lay on 
section 16, and here they built the humble dwell- 


‘| ing which was afterward succeeded by another, a 


better and brighter home. ‘This one was situated 
near the center of the section, and sturdy independ- 


=!) ence, with cheerful hearts and willing hands, caused 


the work to progress rapidly. 


1 In 1850 the brothers divided the land, and our | 
‘i subject erected a log cabin close to the place where 


his present residence stands. He remained in the 
log house after his marriage. This event was cele- 
brated Dee. 5, 1850, in Ohio, and his chosen bride 
She was born in 


es a) daughter of William S, and Catharine (Ripley) 


Birkhead. He and his wife came by way of the 
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river to Camanche, which was at that time one of 
the principal markets for the sale of produce of 
Lyons was the other city. On reaching 
the place he found the remains of an Indian wig- 
wim, showing it to have been an Indian camping- 


farmers, 


ground at one time, 

Mrs. Sparks’ father was a native of Maryland and 
her mother of Bedford County, Pa. Five children 
were born to the Sparks family—Catharine A., wife 
of Geo, C. Memmer, lives in Bonhomme County, 
Dak.; Lydia M., wife of G.-A. Elwood, lives in 
Buffalo County, Neb.; Martha KE, is at home; Mary 
A., wife of R. R. Newkirk, lives in Rice County, 
Kan., and Joseph Bb. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sparks, together with the larger 
part of the family, are members of the Methodist 


Kpiscopal Church, in which they labor with devo- § 


tion and zeal, endeavoring to prove themselves 
worthy the name of [lim who was “wounded for 
our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities.” 
Mr. Sparks is Class-Leader in the church, and de- 
voted to the Christian interests of the public, 
is also Trustee in that body, 

Mr. Sparks may well have the name of entering 
the wilderness which has prospered under his. skill- 
full hand, and instead of the thorn hath come up 
the myrtle, while the desert has blossomed abund- 
antly as the rose. In polities he is a Republican, 
A view of his residence will be found on another 
page, 
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AMUEL ALBRIGHT, Prominent among 

the agriculturists of Clinton County, and 

a gentleman who has been successful in 

the prosecution of his vocation, is he of 

whom we write. Mr, Albright is residing upon his 

well-improved farm of 200 acres on section 21, 

Deep Creek ‘Township, where he is industriously 
engaged in his vocation, | 

Samuel Albright came to this county in 1847, 

and has here resided until the present time. He 

was born in Litchfield, Pa., May LO, 1833, 

father, Emanuel Albright, was a native of that 

State and of German and English origin. 

father was also a German, and his mother, whose | 

name was Catherine Watts, was of English descent. | 
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Our subject’s father was a farmer by calling, and 
also learned the trade of a stone-mason, His fam- 
ily consisted of ten sons and five daughters, who 


all lived to accompany their parents to this State 


in 1847. The family first settled in Hampshire 
Township, and it was there that the father was en- 


gaged in agricultural pursuits until his demise, 
Feb, 11, 1879, the mother having previously died 
in Ohio while the family were en route to this 
State. 

Samuel Albright was the eighth in order of birth 
of his parents’ children, and soon after the family 
located in this county our subject went forth to 
ficht the battle of life alone, and engaged to work 
as a farmer’s boy. He earned his own living and 
paid for his own educational advantages, and con- 
tinued to reside in this county, occupied in work- 
ing on the farm, until he rented land, which he 
worked on shares, and thus passed his days until 
Dec, 17, 1862. 
Lyons, to Mary Aun Killam, daughter of John and 
Lavina (Parker) Killam, both of whom are yet liv - 
ing and reside on a farm in Deep Creek ‘Township, 


He was married that day, at 


having accumulated a competency, and are thus 
enabled to retire from active labor. Her parents 
came here in 1854. ‘Chey were natives of Lincoln- 
shire, England, where they were married, and it 
was in that country that Mrs. Albright of this no- 
tice was born, Sept. 27, 1844, She is the eldest but 
oue of a family of five children, and is the only 
one now living. Her parents emigrated to this 
country in 1852, and made their residence in York 
State until they emigrated here. Mrs. Albright 
continued to reside in the parental family, assisting 
her mother in the domestic labors of the household, 
until her union with our subject. Two children 
have been born of this union—Walter W., who 
died when nine months old, and Albert P., residing 
at home. 

After marriage our subject purchased the farm 
on which he is at present residing, consisting at 
that time of 120 acres. He has subsequently added 
thereto, and at present is the proprietor of 200 
acres, all of which is under an advanced state of 
cultivation, and has good and substantial improve- 
ments upon it. One department of his vocation is 
that of raising stock, and Short-horn cattle are his 






ea ee ® | 2299229 89 os 
| CEE Tit TsITTTY rte 


=! | eer a ia. + 
EET SESEEESE CSSA SSeS] 


Ort 






















specialty. 
‘hurch, which denomination Mrs. A. 
Our subject was baptized in 


Episcopal C 
joined when a child. 
the Lutheran Church, but subsequently united with 


the Episcopal. He has held the office of School 


Treasurer for seven years, and many of the minor | 


offices of his township, and in politics votes with 
the Republican party. 

A view of Mr, and Mrs. Albright’s handsome 
home is shown on another page of this work, 
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WW OSIAH GALBRAITH, a retired farmer of 
Clinton, whose residence is situated at 402 
Second street, is a native of Montour Coun- 
ty, Pa. He was born Dec. 26, 1811, and is 
the son of Josiah and Charlotte (Huling) Galbraith, 
natives of Pennsylvania. He was a real-estate 
agent, and, having much land, engaged in farming 
and mercantile business. His family of nine chil- 
dren has been frequently invaded by Death, the 
erim destroyer, till but three of the original num- 
ber remain, They are as follows: Josiah, Har- 
riet (Mrs. Hoffman), a resident of Pennsylvania, 
and Mary, now Mrs. Maus, whose home is in the 
same State as her sister’s. 

These people remained in Pennsylvania living in 
the afore-mentioned county until his death, After 
this event the subject of our sketch remained on 
the homestead as he had previously, living there un- 
He 
was then engaged as a farmer, and took an interest 
in this industry, which he followed with teaming 
until he removed to the State of Iowa, which was 
in 1854. There he settled in Scott County for a 
short time until he could look around the country 
and select a place of location. He finally purchased 
land in Hampshire ‘Township, including 120 acres, 
He next added a second 120 which adjoined his first 
purchase, Upon it was erected a small house one 
story in height and 16x20 feet in dimensions. ‘This 
was the only visible improvement, and weather- 
boarding it to make it comfortable, he in the fall 
built an addition and plastered the same. Three 
years from that time he raised the roof, added 
another story, and engaged in farming, sowing his 


til he reached the age of twenty-seven years. 
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~# ded by hand out of a bag.or pail. He was extremely | mother of three children—Josiah, Allen and Charles. 3. | 
7 = 7 « 4 F 
: 7 interested in his agricultur al work, and watched the | Moses R. married Flora Reynolds, and they have | 
abe growth and progress of his coming crops. Hecon- | three children, named Walter, Elmira and Mabel. 2°) 
_~ . ‘ . hs ad i 
- tinued at this industry ten years, then, as previously | Henry G. was married to Miss Elizabeth Cuby, 22) 
ans! stated, bought 120 acres joining and moved onto | by whom he had four children, as follows: Huling, 3 
Le . . + . ' + 
or. the same, remaining fourteen years, and extensively | Bertram, Gertie and Emmie M. SS. Emma, now 


investing in good blooded-stock hogs, which he | Mrs. Brevier, is the mother of two children—Lee 
raised and shipped for the markets. Soon after he | Bertram and Pearl. Ada D, is the wife of Con 
purchased 80 acres of land with all improvements | Tuson. 

in Hampshire ‘Township, besides a farm near Boone, Mr. Galbraith is in polities a Republican, and 
consisting of 160 acres, and 40 acres additional on | has held the office of Supervisor for some length of 
the Maquoqueta River, This latter purchase was | time, besides other local offices. His superior abil- 
woodland, and he was considered an extensive land- | ity as a politician, his intelligence and keen, logical 
owner. He came to Clinton in 1878, where he | opinion, adapt him to those positions and recom- 
purchased the place on which he now lives and also | mend him to the people. With his wife he is con- 
sixteen houses which he rents. He takes consid- | nected by membership with the Methodist Episco- 
erable interest in the handling of real estate and | pal Church, and they are active and interested 
has a number of lots within the city limits. workers in the little fold, whieh is but one branch 

His marriage with Miss Mary <A. Robinson, | of the Great Shepherd’s numberless loved ones. 

daughter of Moses and Susannah (Pool) Robinson, 
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was celebrated at the home of the bride Jan. 30, wo BIR 09 pe 
1858; her parents were natives of Pennsylvania; he : | 
was the proprietor of a woolen factory and sawmill JA RS. MARY NEWCOMER, The subject of | 
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ti} and also owned land on which he had farmed, Mr, this personal history, now residing at 





Robinson and wife have had a large family of chil- * Lyons, is a native of Somerset County, ‘tl 
dren, eleven in number, seven of whom survive. Pa,, and is the daughter of Ephriam and th 
Jane, now Mrs. Miller, is resident in the State of | Sarah (Wagoner) Newcomer, also natives of the ‘eu 
Pennsylvania; Mary, Mrs. Galbraith; John M.’s | Keystone State. They emigrated to Illinois in Hea 
home is in Missouri, and he is engaged in lumber- | 1846, and settled in McLean County near Bloom- ae 
ing and ina flouring-mill; David E., of Pennsyl- | ington, where they purchased 180 acres of land and seu 
vania, is Cashier of the Mifflin County Bank; San- | conducted it, making their home there and culti- cy 
ford, whose home is also in Pennsylvania, is | vating and improving their farm until the end of hy 
engaged in the coal mines and in farming; Moses | theirdays. Their family consisted of eight chil- Eu 
is living in the State of Kansas, engaged in Iumber- | dren, and there are seven who still survive, by ctl 
ing’; Priscilla, Mrs. Colvin, is a native of Shells~ | name, Maria, Sarah, Rebecca, Walter, Ephriam and va 
burg, Pa, Jobin, besides Mary, now Mrs. Neweomer, i : 
Mr. and Mrs. Galbraith have had a family of Our subject was married to Mr. Emanuel New- & t 
fifteen children. Those that died were Clarissa, | comer Jan, 29, 1862, who was born in Northumber- 5 t 
_, Susannah, Finnetta D., Arnetta, Eyalina, Charlotte | land County, Pa., and was the son of John New- § iy 
a flu. and Josiah. Kight survive. They are as fol- | comer. Mrs, Newcomer’s husband died in 1872, § ul 
r' pa lows: Charles H., married to Ellen Vitzgerald,and | near Freeport, Ill. He was an honorable and up- : t 


‘Begs “by whom he had five children, named respectively | right man, and a hard-working, industrious citizen, 
Th Emma Idila, Mary Frances, Stella Luella; and | and followed the tinning business throughout the 
~ Charles and Ella, deceased. Jane E., now Mrs, Will. early part of his life, but after marriage adopted 
il jam Haney, is the mother of five children, Caroline, | farming pursuits. He was the father of three chil- 
nu Mrs. Heath, is the mother of one child, by mame, | dren—Charles E. was born in September, 1864, and 
orate Charles. | Mary A., now Mrs. Freeman, is the | is Engineer for Batchelor, Wells & Co.; he has 
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worked for this firm since sixteen years of age, be- 
ginning in the planing-room, and being promoted 
to his present position in 1883; he is a member of 
the Modern Woodmen of America. Irving, born 
March 22,1870, and William Albert, born Aug. 
20), 1875, 

After the death of her ae ape Mrs. Newcomer 
came to Clinton, in the year 1872. In that same 
year she moved to Lyons, i purchased a house 
and lot on Pearl street, in 1883. She also pur- 
chased, in 1885, another house and lot, where she 
makes her permanent home. 

She is a member of the Presbyterian Church, of 
which congregation her husband was & member at 
the time of his death, and is an able, wor king Christ- 
ian, doing much good in the community and 
winning high regard and the respect of many. 
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PILLIAM FIELDS. The subject of this 
biography, who is the artist and photogra- 
pher of Lyons, was born in Engi: and, March 
2, 1827, and is the son of Matthew and Elizabeth 
(Halfind) Fields. They were natives of the same 
country and came to America with their family of 
twelve children, excepting one daughter, who is 
now Mrs. Elizabeth Wells. Mr. Fields settled in 
Marion County, Ohio, purchasing a farm of eighty 
acres Of timber land on which stood a log cabin and 
which had five acres cleared. He remained on this 
tract of land but five years, then sold and bought 
another farm in the same county, where he estab- 
lished a permanent home and there lived until 
1852, the year of his death. His wife died in 1870. 
The names of their children are as follows: John, 
Elizabeth, Ann, Matthew, Mary, Henry, Joseph, 
Sarah, Benjamin, William, Edward and Diana. 

The subject of this biography remained under the 
parental roof until he reached the age of twenty, re- 
ceiving a common-school education and assisting on 
the farm. After leaving home, in 1847, he went to 
Louisville, Ky., and engaged to learn the baker's 
trade. He followed this until 1850, the most of the 
time in Saint Louis. He next engaged in the book 
business which he followed until 1852. Atthe end 


wrt ’ . ’ ww 


SSSSETS SCTE SE SHR SESE SESE CCTSE 


Pevrrrresesrvevesris 


5 
“ 
5 
| 
3 
3 
rl 








a et et el 


izxix 


SESSESSREESE ESS SE SOT CEH SEET OPE ES 


Witetassroo rau 


Peeteerestfstt tit 


COS CSSS SESE SE See eT SESS 


¥yYeTITIIIIe 





eee 


peer iper ete erie re eee 


229. 
ryxrrt 
Sil 
sein) oF Sai 
roti Se Fe 









$S S959 SES SETFER SLES £8 8 s 


RXXTX Mam iretretinictscissiveritisliltiitiay 


AEE fies 


sea Si naa 


SReSREU Rua eel Lu Petts poten pes hee 






oO CPA rian 


fidteke 


ee ae : ‘ 


of that year he decided to follow his natural incli- | i 
nations, which were strongly in the direction of art, 
and thus undertook photography at Burlington, | 
Iowa, where he labored faithfully to perfect him- 
self until 1857. He then went to Fulton, UL, |: 
where he met with excellent success in the business 
until 1860. Ile then came to Lyons and has con- 
tinued his business to the present time. Tis gallery 
is situated on Main street and Public Square, where 

he is well patronized in consequence of his cour- 
teous manner and untiring effort to please. 

He was married in the fall of 1852, to Margaret =: a 
McGinley, a native of Ohio, and a daughter of Kd- |: 
ward McGinley. Mr. and Mrs, Fields had by their ; . 
union two children, both living, Alva H. and Hinda |} ° 
Z. Alva H. married Carrie Ehensberger, a_ native [j= . 
of Ulinois and a daughter of William FE Shensberger. 4 
He has always remained at home and is associated . 
with his father as an artist and photographer. 

Mr. Fields, in polities, is a free-trader and hbe- 
longs to the V. A. 8. fraternity. and the Modern |i) — 
Woodmen of America. His son, Alva, is a Union } 
Democrat. Mr, Fields, Sr., has a residence on Sixth |/!)~ a 
street, and is highly respected for his ability, refine- 3 " 
ment and 200d taste as an artist, as well as his hon- | 
orable character and upright dealing. 
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(;/ OSEPH A, FEGAN, of Lyons, is a native of 

Franklin County, Pa., born April 4, 1825, 

and is the son of James Fegan, who was |} 1) »J 

@ born Feb, 13, 1775, and was married Nov, ~) JU 

3, 1807, to Elizabeth Glass, born in 1776. Both | 
Mr. and Mrs, Fegan, Sr., were natives of Pennsyl- 




















vania and were the parents of eleven children, four ] - 
of whom are still living, as follows: Martha W. -. 


James I., Lazarus and Joseph A. ‘They were farm- ~~ 
ers by occupation, and Mr. Fegan also worked 
the carpenter’s trade. They lived out their days in 
their native State, ee passed from earth Dee, 21, 
1853, and June 14, 1872, respectively. 

The subject of our pail history spent most of 
his time on the farm, until 1846, when he went to 
learn the mason’s trade. There he served two years, 
afterward laboring two years as journeyman. Tle 
then, in 1854, came to Lyons and bought prop- 
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erty on the corner of Exchange and Miami streets, 
on which he erected a house in 1856. He is the 
owner of five lots on Main street, and eight outside 
the city limits, and is considered a reliable and 
sponsible business man. 

He entered the bonds of matrimony May 3, 
1858, with Miss Mary J. KE. Mattingly, who was 
born April 11, 1830, and is a native of Cumber- 
land, Md. She is the daughter of George and Mary 
A, (Moore) Mattingly, and her father came to Lowa 
at a comparatively early day, in 1854. The mother 
died in Cumberland, Md., in 1836. ‘They were the 
parents of five children, two of whoin still survive. 
Lucy, now Mrs. Lutz. resides in this county, and 
Mrs. Fegan. Mr. Mattingly settled at Maquoketa, 
and died Sept. 19, 1862.. Mr, Fegan has a family 
of two children, as follows: Mary F. and James 
A.; the latter was a graduate of the class of 78, at 
Lyons High School. He has lear ned the stone ma- 
son’s trade from his father and is now a contractor, 
a stirring and active man of business, who is liked 
and respected by friends and patrons for his upright 
character and honorable dealing. Mr. Fegan, in 
polities is a Republican, and supports his party with 
zeal and strength of purpose, believing wholly in its 
efficiency and power. He and his family belong to 
the Roman Catholic Church, to which they are 
strongly devoted, He is counted one of the best 
at his trade in either Lyons or Clinton, and has 
been given some of the largest contracts in. these 
two cities, showing the confidence which has been 
placed in him as a workman. 
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OHN S. BASCOM, one of the representative 
and substantial farmers of Clinton County, 
and who resides on section 5, Deep Creek 
Township, was born in Windsor County, 

.Vt., Aug. 12, 1884. His father, Luman, was born 

i in New Hampshire, July 18, 1800, and died Novy. 

J A13, 1873, at the home place in Deep Creek ‘Town- 

mt He was a farmer by profession, and married 

Miss Abigail Walker, who was born Jan. 16, 17). 

jhe is still living. They had five children, three of 

fg whom died when quite small. ‘Their names are as 
follows: Susan E., John s., Abigail A., Jane, and 


lone who died in infancy. 
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The subject of this Kiueephy came to Montgom- 
ery County, N. Y., when he was one year of age, 
and remained there fourteen years. In 1850 he 
came to Wisconsin and entered Racine County, 
where he worked on a farm and attended the pub- 
lic schools. There he remained four years; he then 
went to Clayton County, near McGregor, where his 
father bought 160 acres of Government land, and 
there they remained eleven years. In 1865 they 
moved to Clinton County and bought 260 acres, to 
which has been added real estate till he now has 
360. Ue has built a barn and breeds Short-horn 
cattle and Clydesdale horses. His stallion is the 
‘Pride of Avondale,” and is six years old, His 
weight is 2100 pounds when in good condition; he 
isa bright bay in color, and is an animal ir which any 
owner may take pride, Another, * Croix Chief,” 4 
brown animal in ‘color, is six years of age, and 
weighs 1700 pounds. Le is of high grade, and is & 
noble and valuable animal, Mr, Bascom also has @ 
thoroughbred Short-horn bull of the Bates family, 
“ Philos Duke of Englewood,” He is one year old. 

Mr. Bascom married Miss Phebe A. Spencer, Feb. 
23, 1858. She was born in Racine County, Wis+ 
in 1838. ‘They have become the parents of five 
children, as follows: Allison W., born Feb. 27, 
1859; John L., Nov. 6, 1860; Fayette 5., Feb, 11. 
1861; Homer L., Dee, 5, 1865, and Abbey O., Feb. - 
14, 1868, 

Mrs. Bascom departed this life Dec, 3, 1873, and 
left a devoted husband and affectionate children to 
mourn her loss. Mr. B, was again married, Sept. 
24, 1874, to Miss Martha Brown, She was born 
Sept. 15, 1836, and is the daughter of Loring G. 
Brown, born in Pennsylvania April 17, 1811, He 
had five children—Martha, Andrew J., William, 
Clarissa and Sarah M, | 

Mr. and Mrs. Bascom are members of the Con- 
gregational Church at Preston, and are people who 
are highly esteemed by the community for their 
good words and works. Mr, Bascom has held the 
offiees of School Director, Trustee and ‘Township 
Collector. He joined the Masonic fraternity in fe 
1871 and stands high in the orders. Three of his qe 
sons are also members of the Lodge. He is a strong | 
Republican in politics. A view of Mr. Bascom’s 
residence is shown on another page of this WORK 


DAD BADD RAA SAO 
rs 


Sa ee ree eer ey Oo ET LPELTT ANY! 


—K tS S 8 rit 
- —_ sis) 


Ses eeeheeesctss - 
SPER VLEE TERT Te 
oie * 
> 


OLE LD Se 


see C Fee eee 
Sy ss srs 
SE a 


2] see eee 
SER ERAPD SS ULESEEUIETIRG 
— 
~ 


So Sen SS 


Se Sees eee eee ee ee** 
-SSrrrrrrii tts titi ial iii 
et ee ere ee 
a 
i =e 


erteeeese 
el ee re er 


Thad SECRET CERE? CHEE? COSUCERUT 


“ee enee4e4864* 
STEEN TTY eee eee 
ee re oe re 
ea ee 


=e 


— 


eeeea ee? =e, 
FITLSLIITIESTS 


— 


SyYTRUsyyY 


Sa TTerriititia biedas 


ee. 


— 


— it FF — 


*¢e4e6 
— 
ii on 


FUVEVITT 


ss 
SIs. it — 


*eece«sce 


TTT Vii 


SSTrererrre 
haa! si 


base eS 


Seeseoeees 
se areatenxs 
werere rrr cer! 


ee oe oe 
<a8 


vrreney 


a 


eteee 
reaeare, 
femal coal willl onal 









+ 
LTE ENTS Levit et 
= ———_—- - ea = oF 

— —< Ss mA ~ - 


es a7 


uae 


Daa rumaitirill 
igs 


A 
at pd pd gt ruil 


© 
“¥ 
er | 


7 
ae 


ESI 


ce OF ¢ 





f any re 
beret IES ee 


a) a yf ave! nok 
vty LLLP ; fir F 


pial 
eet ven 
ENC 


eS my eN re - : My) td) Wieser yy aah Wilitinias > 
Lae SEM ish. - Aes nee AR sere TMM 


wittT T 


a MA 
ve rg age 
nye 


a 


i 


Peer 


=r 


See ae = a= 
Nerenrs aim es 
Meat il. (MUS 


De 
3: : 

ae J 

<\. 
cere Pris | 1 


- 


a a 
tA LS 3. 
TP ee / 


aha 3 bY] 


mm 4 


PRID E 


Resrpence or J.5.BASCOM Sk&c.5, DEEP CREEK TR, 








































































| { feet. His residence is situated on the corner off iy 
> Hf. Schmitz, of the firm of Schmitz & | First street and Seventh avenue. He employs two Ea 
; t - Co., harness manufacturers and dealers in traveling salesmen and from twenty to twenty-five iy < a 
nf trunks, at No. 127 Fifth avenue, Clinton, | ™en in his daily work. a hi 
tae is the subject of this personal history. He is Mr. Schmitz was united “a os bonds of matr-F aie . 
ne a man of marked business ability and has won mony in Ue6e: Miss opts ee a ae , in| ay 
ne ¥ the respect and esteem of the community by | other contracting party; he Lee ay ees oe ee 
ne his enterprise and progressive turn of mind, He is chusetts, ond from their union eee - oo et | ! 
' also connected with the firm of O. C. Eaton & Co., pore Ghigrate x0 surround ots aye net 5 - 
IE wholesale dealers in harnesses, saddlery and shoe~| They are as follows: Franklin C., Gertrude \.; 
ee findings, at No, 129 Fifth avenue, in this city. ee H... 4 had ieee : 
iF Mr. Schmitz is a native of Prussia and was born oe ae a i Sate es Pe ee: 
i: June 29, 1840. Tis parents were Peter J. and | ®nd Bons we si nae of t oot <. Ne 3 np ee, 
Mi Susan (Wirtz) Schmitz, who came to America with arg pr dene et as section, and 18 We ‘ 
te ‘ate family and settled at Chicago in 1844. The | known and highly respected. > 
ne aie and father ‘was engaged in Mis harness . x 
te usiness, but two years after locating in a new eG So ee f 
si country he died. This event occurred in 1846. 
ne The mother came to Iowa in 1876 and still sur- S. Seaman. Among the more prominent -. 
Uae Vives her husband, living with 4 daughter i Ne- HN}: citizens, well known and respected in the > 
re vada, Story Co., this State. Their family, which sh business circles of Clinton, may be found si 
He consisted of nine children, are all living at the pres- x the subject of this biography, who holds the 3 
i ent Writing, with one exception, and are as follows: office of Justice of the Peace, and is a native L | ; 
te John N., Annie, Henry, Peter, Margaret, Hubbard, of New York State. He was born in Glen- 
ne Mary and Joseph, Paul L. is deceased, ville, Schenectady Co., N. Y., March 21, 1822, and 
ne | Our subject remained at home until 1860, when | is the son of Samuel and Elizabeth (Van Vleck) : 
Uae he began to learn the trade of harness-naking and | Seaman. The Seamans originally came from Hol- ey 
i engaged with Grant & Burke, of La Crosse, Wis., | land stock, who settled in New York State prior to . 
HE With whom he remained for three years. At the | the Revolution. The Van Vlecks are of German . 
nF close of that period he enlisted in Co. G, 40th Wis. ancestry and feel proud of their ancient name and 7 
te Vol, Inf., with the 100-day men, and served as a | lineage. The grandfather of our subject on his a 
ht noble man and a courageous soldier in defense of | father’s side was Hermanus Van Vleck, 4 native , 
ha his country’s honor. He took part ina skirmish at | German, who was a brilliant politician, and repre- ° 
Hi Memphis with the rebel General, Forrest, and was | sented Schenectady in the State Legislature, Sam- a 
i ever found ready to face the foe. No servile fear | uel was the son of Andrew Seaman, who served , 
ne of losing his life ever delayed him, and at the expi- | under Washington in the Revolutionary War, and a 
ne ration of his enlistment he returned home with the | did service seven years, receiving honorable (lis- 
te honors of war upon him, Going back to La Crosse, | charge. Samuel was a soldier in the War of 1812. — 
1 he once more engaged with Grant & Burke and re- | He died at Port Byron, N. Y. 
Ke ee a their employ until Late a6 Uiatt wet Robert 5. Seaman spent his earlier years On the : t 
ne * <i mie Wis., and there associated me his farm, and received a common education in the > 
a iE ae He partner for a few months, and ss there public schools, As he grew to manhood he fol- > 
th = a8 Clinton and entered Is hye business. | lowed farming, but in 1854 ng: Calas West, and a 
ul i: es 83 he began business with O. C. Eaton. He | after spending two years at Morrison, Ill., engaged ert, 
ny ilt a brick block on Fifth avenue im October, | as Station Agent at Round Grove, in the same ee 
: o aie he at present occupies. It Was in size | county, on. the CG. & N. W. Ry. In 1856 ns re- a d 
: eet, and another erected by him 1s 20x40 | moved to Clinton, where he engaged for a time m ’ 
: 7 
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4 contracting on the building of the C. & N. W. Ry. | heirs and the subject of this biography. He re- 
: and other roads. This business he alternated with mained at home until a young man, after which his 




































parents lived with him, They had a family of five 
children, two of whom survive. The children of 
Mr. and Mrs. Wright, Sr., are our subject, Alonzo 
E., and Nancy, now Mrs. Parmelee, a resident of 
Beloit, Wis. The latter's husband, while going 
from Pike’s Peak to Washington Territory, was 
massacred by the Indians. 

A. E. Wright, the subject, of this personal his- 
tory, spent his younger days on a farm until the 
year 1844, at which time he was united in marriage 
with Miss Rhoda Sterns, a native of Canada, 
After his marriage he went to Worcester, Mass., 
and remained until 1846, working at the carpenter's 
trade. Ue then returned to Springfield, Mass., and 
did repairing in a cotton-mill until 1848. Follow- 
ing this he went into the business of contracting 
and building, going to Binghamton, N. Y., in 1852, 
In that city he did a large business, building banks 
and blocks of business-houses, private residences, 
ete,, and in 1856, his labors being finished, he went 
to Beloit, Wis. In the last-named city he took an 
active part in contracting, building and improving 
until 1859, two years previous to which his parents 
had come to Wisconsin. When the father died, 
Dee. 31, 1860, he was in the home of his son, and 
the mother still lives with a daughter in the same 
city and State, aged 94 years, At this time in life 
her faculties are but slightly impaired, her sight 
being partially gone, and with this exception she is 
still quite active and sprightly. 

In 1870 Mr. Wright came to Clinton, buying a 
lot and putting up a building on Kighth avenue, 
corner of Fifth street, where he now lives. While 
living here he has done a large business in his spe- 
cial field of industry, employing from twenty to 
thirty men, and a few of his many contracts we 
will give in the following list. THe built the Kleventh- 
avenue Schoolhouse, the county buildings at Char- 
lotte, the Hopkins & King Block, Baldwin Bros’, 
Block, the Catholic Church of Charlotte, Rodgers’ 
Block in Clinton, and others, including the county 
jail and the Onley residence, and many other fine 


the position of City Marshal of Clinton, which he 
held for nine years. He was afterward Deputy 
Sheriff of Clinton County for two years. While 
holding the official position, he did much to add to 
the beauty and attractiveness of the city, by setting 
out shade-trees on the avenues and improving the 
streets largely. 

Mr. Seaman was married in New York State to 
Miss Emma Carter, daughter of Leonard Carter, a 
native of North Hampton, near Oxford : Ene. 
She came with her mother to this country, settling 
in Schenectady County, N.Y. By this union there 
are three sons and a daughter who survive, as fol- 
lows: Samuel GC, is a groceryman of Clinton; Clara 
is the wife of I. K. Kerr, a lumberman of Eau 
Claire, Wis., and they have one son—l. K. Kerr, 
Jr.; Preston K, is engaged in the grocery trade at 
4) Lyons, and Halleck W. is an attorney at law. Mr. 
i Seaman supports all churches in a degree, and is a 
man who helps to forward all good enterprises. 
He is Democratic in politics and upholds his party 
with stanch and firm reliability. 
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BE. Wright. The subject of this biogra- 
[ phy is by vocation a contractor and 
builder in iron, stone, brick and wood, 
and is estimated as one of the finest workmen 
Fill to be found in this community. He is a 
| Al | | resident of Clinton, and is well known for 
ih il his mechanical ability, his upright ‘character, his 
| (=n) honorable, fair and straightforward dealing. 
arm Mr. Wright is a native of Springfield, Mass., was 
born May 12, 1821, and is the son of Ara and 
Nancy (Clark) Wright, natives of the city of his 






= 
? 


ary fame, and labored with those other brave men 
ie i} who longed to purchase freedom for their country, 
| a. even at the price of life. We fought in the army 
fai seven years, and received for his loyalty 200 acres 
Ht t of Government land and a pension, With his son, 


roe Ara, he engaged in farming pursuits in the State of 
hie; Massachusetts, and the land has descended to his 
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and speaks for itself, 
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buildings too numerous to nae, His work is high 
in character, and deserves all favorable comment 


Mr. Wright has a family of six children, four of 
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whom survive, Their names are as follows: Charles 


subject concluded to try his luck upon the western 
side of the mountains. He, together with twenty- 
three others, made the start and went on a steamer 
to Independence, Mo. There they purchased pack- 
mules and made the journey overland to the land 
of gold, arriving in Hangtown, now Placerville, 
Cal, August 8 of that year. He engaged in mining 
at Hangtown, and was thus occupied until the 
ing of 1850, when he went to Greenwood Valley, 


city. Alice, now Mrs. Sutton, has one child, by 
name Leon, born Jan, 12, 1885; they are residents 
of Clinton; Mr, Sutton is book-keeper for C. Lamb 
& Sons, Emma is a graduate of the class of 18595, 
and is now a teacher in the public schools of Clin- 
ton. Mr, Wright has formerly interested himself 
in farming, and still owns lands which are well cul- 
tivated and highly improved. He is a prominent 
man in Clinton County and one of the most sub- | spr 


1} E. married Miss Ella Goff, in 1872; they have one | him how to g h. 
3 | child, Harry, and the wife and mother died Mareh | direction he safely arrived in that city, where he . A>, 
., ! -§ 1,1886; he isa resident of Chicago, and is ship- | found friends and employment, and was engaged in jay ey 
; : ping clerk for Olmsted & Co. George A. is a resi- | clerking in a variety-store until 1849. In Mareh, fi i a 
m ied dent of Clinton and engaged with his father in | 1549, soon after gold had been discovered in Cali-jy ain fee 
= business, and has also interested himself in real es- | fornia and the news was known in almost every vil- Braiai P 
tate; he has afew houses which he rents in this | lage of any importance in the Eastern States, our ; 
| 









, i 
ste 4: *,* a1 ‘ " AerTe i y a ‘ i ee j 
| | stantial, worthy and able citizens of that county. built a hotel and acted in the capacity of ‘* mine — 
nk host” until 1856. In the fall of the latter year he be 
! . * . 4 7 . 
nl: — ly —— sold his interest at that place and went to San ply 
| nf ea 2 Francisco, where he staid until February, 1857 ee 
fi al \ 5 4 4 uel _ « A ie, J¢ . rf iY 
= ° 
hE wll ‘ : oie : . then concluded to return East, and taking a ; 
t (ll? vederick E. Rothstem. Clinton County | He then concluded to Be ; * i « 2 
hi: | ' r steamer came Vik 2 Ts 8 anama 
iE has a large number of fine, productive steamer came via the Isthmus of Fanama to New rs 
hy: ah x | York City, and from there made his way to this 4s 
, he vt; farms, among which are many owned by | < | ee ie 2 
hh: . ‘ “wn f state anc vated in Seott County. rere he ° 
gentlemen who, commencing life with little, i¢ | State and located in Scott Coun ite oe hes 
: : . srecte ster Si ay orist mi which he re 
| Q any, means, have by energy and perseverance erected a ste im saw nid erist mill, Mc 9 
operated until the breaking out of the late Civil ’ 


overcome all obstacles and succeeded in ac- 
cumulating a handsome competency. Among the 
number is to be reckoned the farm owned by the 
gentleman whose name heads this notice, who is to 
be classified among the self-made men of the eounty, 
Who resides on section 9, in Olive Township. Mr. 
Rothstein was born in Stockholm, Sweden, Aug. 22, 
1822, and is the oldest son of Jonathan and Char- 
lotte Rothstein, 

The father of our subject was a lawyer by pro- 
fession, and owned the farm on which the family 
lived, while he practiced and had an office in the 
Neighboring town of Nykjoping. Our subject 
attended school until he was 15 years of age, when 
he engaged as clerk in a general store and was thus 
7 “Mployed until 1843. April 22 of that year he set 
{ Sil from Stockholm for this country, arriving in 
New York City Jurie 29 following. He stopped in 
the latter city but a few days, when he pushed on 
ae Ses i an eee fats oe | 

our language, but on arriving 
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War, and then remoyed the mill to Olive Town- 
ship, in this county, built a dam and run the mill 
by water-power until 1868, —tn the spring of that 
year he commenced buying farm land, purchasing 
at that time forty acres, He has subsequently in- 
creased his landed interests by additional purchases 
until at present he is the proprietor of 700 acres. 
The section of country where he lived was very 
sparsely settled when he located there, but his judg- 
ment was that it would certainly increase in popu- fe 
lation and the land enhance in value, He conse- | 
quently started a ferry, which he ran for his 
enstomers wntil he was enabled to build a bridge 
across the river. Later he purchased another mill, 
in Scott County, paying $1,200 for it. His busi- 
ness at the present time is largely that of looking 
after his landed estate, He has held the office of 
School ‘Trustee and Director, and isa respected and 
honored citizen of this county. 

Mr. Rothstein was married in March, 1852, to 
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Miss Elizabeth Powell, born in Harr isburg, Pa. 
She died in December, 1876, and Sept. 15, 1877, 
our subject formed a matrimonial alliance with 
Sarah Jacobs. She was born in Scott County, and 
is a daughter of Mack and Lois (Grace) Jacobs, 
natives of New York and Pennsylvania respec tively 
and pioneers of Scott County. Mrs, R. had been 
previously married to Dana Whitman, a native of 
Vermont, who died in 1876, and by whom she had 
two children—Edwin and Alberta, = Mr. and Mrs. 
Rothstein are members of the Christian Church, In 
politics he is a Republican, but cast his first vote 
for Zachary Taylor, in 18438. 

A view of Mr. Rothstein’s residence will he f¢ rund 
on another page of this work. 


Se 


Xi eorge ©. Smith, residing at Clinton, and 
President of the Clinton Paper Company, 
is a native of England, and was born 
March 5, 1831. He is the son of William 
and Mary (Smith) Crampton, natives of In- 
gland. They left their country in 1852, and 
came direct to Iowa, where they settled in Eden 
Township. They were the parents of nine children, 
of whom but six survive. ‘The husband purchased 
900 acres of land and engaged in its culture and 
improvement. 

As will be observed, Mr. Smith’s father’s 
mother’s name was Crampton, but his name became 
changed to Smith by the following circumstance: 
While still an infant, he was taken to be reared by 
his grandmother Smith, and she gave him the name 
of George C. Smith, and he never assumed his 
father’s name. As will be seen, his mother’s 
maiden name was Smith, and after her marriage 
she and her husband lived the first year at her par- 
ents’ home and the grandparents adopted the boy, 
and thereafter he took the name of Smith. 

ieai =6- The subject of this sketch spent his younger days 
Le in the schools of his home country. Ile came to 
America in 1851 and stopped in Chicago, where he 
engaged as an engineer for five years. He then 
went to Green Bay, Wis., where he followed the 
same business two years, and then went to Fulton, 
Il. There he followed his former occupation for 


$1904 p0ee 
- 


—— | 
(er 


eee 


J 








and 


5=i=f=i 


Poe ee | 


. 


A Wy 
ae AS 3 


z oe 




















EEL SY COMISSETEPESES SS ES ETES 


CLINTON COUNTY. 





eighteen months, and at last went to Lyons, where 
he worked two years at his old occupation and then 
came to Clinton, 
with C. Lamb as assistant engineer and afterward 
with Hosford & Miller. 
the Clinton Lumber Company, where he 
fifteen years, 
Clinton Lumber Company. 
beeame a stockholder in the Clinton Paper Com- 
pany, and in 1874 accepted the position of engineer 
and became President of the company in 1885, 

This is a prosperous Company, employing twenty- 
five men, and their paper finds sale as far west as 


ig a scholar of fine capabilities and possessed of high 
natural intelligence. 
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This was in 1860, and he worked 
This firm was changed to 
remained 
He was also a stockholder in the 
In the year 1868 he 


Lincoln, Neb., and as far east as Chicago, They E 

manufacture from straw and also rags into dry- : 

eoods paper, baker’s paper, etc. ‘ 
Mr. Smith united in marriage with Miss Sarah 

Carll, a native of Ohio, and the daughter of Mat- 

thew Carll, and of this union there have been born 

a family of seven children, by name Herbert, P 

Georgie, Arthur, Vernor, Lulu, William and Earl, 


Arthur attends school at Orehard Lake, Mich., and 


In polities Mr, Smith is a Republican, and belong's 
to the I. O. O. F. in this city. His residence is 
situated on Eleventh avenue. fle has two 
houses on Third avenue, which he rents. Mr. 
Smith may be reckoned as one of the prominent 
citizens Of Clinton County, and one of its repre- 
sentative and progressive men, as he takes a hearty 
interest in all business affairs and forwards every 
enterprise for the good of the people. 

A view of Mr. Smith’s residence is shown on an- 
other page of this work. 


also 


ichael Bach, a farmer of Lincoln Town- 
ship, was born in Luxemburg, Germany, 
June 24, 1826, and is the son of Rich- 
ard and. Lizzie (Wagner) Bach, Ui 
father was born in the village of Rospert. 
[lis demise .oceurred in “Germany. Michael 
Bach came to America in July, 1854, and settled 
at Chicago, remaining there twp years, working as a 
laborer. After that he moved to La Porte, Ind,, 
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and made a stay of only eight months. He came | Clinton. His grandfather was Joseph lies st | + 
; ; . . . . ‘ . Ale . ; 1 . ~~" 
to Lyons in 1856 and built his home m Clinton, and his wife was Elizabeth (May) Williams. The [Mine by 
where he remained until 1869. He began the milk | daughter of the last-named couple was by name  {f a 
Elizabeth, and she united In marriage with Norris a 
~~ 


trade and moved onto a farm for a time, enlarging 
his business and remaining there until 1872. His 
hext removal was farther into the country, that he 
might have more room for his increasing business. 
He still continues at his vocation, and at the pres- 
ent day owns a farm of 120 acres on section 16, 
Lincoln Township, and persistently goes on with 
his occupation, in which he has been so markedly 
successful, having accumulated a comfortable com- 
petency for his old age, His son John is now man- 
‘ging the farm and dairy business. 

Our subject took for his life partner Miss Anna 
C, Schmit, Dec. 3, 1855. She is the daughter of 
Peter and Magdalena (Gotten) Schmit. Her father 
Was born in Lellig, and her mother in Serf, Ger- 
Inany. The former was a soldier in the French 
Revolution and fought with courage and strength 
for his country. The union of Mr. and Mrs. Bach 
has been blessed by the birth of seven children, six 
of whom still survive: John, Clement; Lizzie, now 
Wife of Florian Salutz; Charles; Maggie, now Mrs. 
Meyer; Katie, now Mrs. Schuetz. In. religious 
afliliation Mr. Bach is 2 Catholic, and in politics Is 
& Democrat. He is a man of honorable and up- 
right intentions, and one in whom this county finds 
& valued adherent and a first-class citizen. 






sonal history is by occupation & contractor 
and builder in Clinton, and takes a high 
‘ant among the best builders of the city. 
Ile was born in 1840, and is the son of Na- 
thaniel and Elizabeth (Thomas) Anthony, 
Mitives of Cornwall, England, who came with their 
families to America in 1847, and settled in Jo 


Daviess County, Ill. During his younger life Mr. 


Anthony, Svr., was engaged in mining lead and 
copper, and later devoted his time to the taking’ of 
contracts for building. He died the 25th of De- 
Cember, 1877, in Clinton, where he had come in 
1857, and purchased property on Sixth avenue. 
His wife, who survives him, is still a resident of 
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Thompson in 1800, and their daughter, also named [ir 


Elizabeth, is Mrs. Elizabeth Anthony, mother of | ict is 
our subject. Mr. Thomas was born in 1774, and Me 
died in 1824, on the 9th of November. Mrs. 
Thomas, her mother, was born in 1775, and died 
on the 5th of December, 1855. 

Mrs. Anthony was born Aug. 5, 1815, and-is the 
of a family of three children, eighteen 


mother 

. . 2 st 1 
erandchildren and four ereat-grandchildren. The 
names of her children are as follows: Blizabeth A., 
the third child and second daughter, was the wife 





of a Mr. Vickerstaff, She departed this life Aug. a 
29, 1885, at Clinton, aged 45 years, leaving three Pe 
childven—Mary E., George, Maria E., and also a oe 
son of a former husband, by name John C, An- ‘Ge 
thony. Mary J., the second child of the Anthony a 
family, is now Mrs. Jackson, and John, the sub- Se 
ject of this sketch, was always associated with his “a 
father in business, and after his death conducted — ; 
the same business, employing about twenty-five a, 
men. He follows bridge-building, the erection of» a * 
. 


houses and all kinds of commercial building, and, in 
addition to these industries, buys and sells city 
property and at the present writing has on hand 
the renting of ten houses. He has lived here since 
June 18, 1857, actively engaged in contracting and 
building enterprises. Mrs. Anthony, although past 
70, retains her faculties in a wonderful degree. 
Iler specimens of lacework are absolutely wonder- 
ful. They were sent to the International Exhibi- 
tion at New Orleans and received favorable men- 
tion and a diploma as specimens of rare needle- 
work upon lace. They received first honorable 
mention by the Committee on Awards in the 
Women’s Department at the World’s Exhibition, 
June 1, 1885, at New Orleans, signed by Julia 
Ward Howe, President, and Isabella Greeley, Sec- 
retary. 

Mr. Anthony married Miss Elizabeth Stewart in 
1864. She isa native of Scotland and a daughter 
of Charles Stewart. ‘The father of Mrs. John An- 
thony came to America iri 1847, and settled in the 
State of Wisconsin and there engaged in farming, 
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but in the year 1855 removed to Iowa and settled 
in Hampshire Township, there purchasing a farm, on 
which he still lives. Their family consisted of 
three children, namely, Elizabeth, Charles and 
Margaret. 

Mr. Anthony is in politics a Republican, stanch 
and devoted to his party and strong to aid it in 
its workings. Ile is a member of the Odd Fellows, 
and belongs to the Modern Woodmen of America 
and also to the Association of White Caps. He may 
be deservedly called a helpful, earnest citizen anda 
man of first-class integrity and purpose of character, 
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MCG? impson James. Among the respected 
jas ia and well-known citizens of Clinton Coun- 
‘ts ty, residing at Camanche, where he is re- 
tired from the active labors of life, is the sub- 
ject of this biographical notice. Mr. James 
was born in Westport, Essex Co., N. Y., 
June 10, 1824, Lis father, John James, was a na- 
tive of Vermont, and the grandfather of our sub- 
ject was born in England, and was for many years 
a sailor, The grandfather, Daniel James, emi- 
grated to this country and settled in Vermont, and 
during his residence in that State his son, John 
James, enlisted as a soldier in the War of I[812, 
and was a participant in the battle of Plattsbure. 
Soon after the war was over, the grandfather moved 
to New York and settled in Ticonderoga, and later 
moved into the country, where he resided until his 
death. The father of our subject, John James, 
spent his early life, with the exception of four 
years, in Essex County, N. Y., and there he died 
March 25, 1885. The maiden name of the mother 
of our subject was Merey Goodspeed, She was 
born in Westport, Essex County, and her father, 
feaSe)Simpson Goodspeed, was for many years a sailor 
A i on the lakes and captain of a vessel, but during the 
om: Pe satten years of his life lived in Ohio, and there died, 
 fee="THe was a soldier of the Revolutionary War. 
Simpson James commenced earning his own liv- 
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Lake Champlain to Whitehall, where he took the 
cars to Schenectady and then went by canal to 
Buffalo, and from there via the lakes came to Chi- 
From the latter place he went to La Salle, 
Ill., and then overland to Rock Island, at which 
point he crossed the Mississippi to Seott County, in 
this State. Arriving in the latter county, he com- 
menced life as a farmer, at first working land on 
shares and meeting with success. In 1855 he came 
to this county and purchased a tract of land lo- 
cated on section 26, Camanche Township. For the 
first year after his arrival in this county he rented 
land and during that time did some breaking on the 
tract he had purehased. In the following year, 
1856, he erected a small but comfortable frame 
house on his purchase, into which he moved and at 
once entered upon the laborious task of improving 
a wild and uncultivated tract of land, and estab- 
lishing a home for himself and family, He set out 
fruit and shade trees and ereeted a frame barn, and 

‘as in the height of prosperity when the fearful 
tornado of 1860 came and completely destroyed 
his house and barn, together with a goodly portion 
of his fences and orchards, He and his good wife 
were in the house at the time of its destruction, and 
it, together with all their furniture, was completely 
demolished. He and his wife were left on the spot 
where the house stood, and his injuries were only 
serious to the extent of the loss of two teeth, THis 
wife was not so fortunate, for her head was badly 
cut and bruised, and in fact she was literally 
scalped. ‘They made their way to a sister of Mrs, 
James, Mrs. Finney, eighty rods distant, and from 
there she was carried to her brother’s, where she re- 
ceived medical treatment and finally recovered, 
The only building standing on their farm was the 
hogpen, and that was not entirely blown away. 
One side was not torn to pieces, and this was util- 
ized for a residence and occupied for four years, 
He then sold his place and purchased another farm 
located on section 19, Camanche ‘Township, con- 
sisting of eighty acres of land, Onto this farm he 
moved with his family and devoted his time and 
attention to agricultural pursuits until 1882. Prior 
to that time he had economized, worked hard and was 
thus enabled to add to his original purchase until he 
had nearly two hundred acres of good farm land, 
In 1882 Mr, James removed to Camanche, and the 
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(Hadley) Broughton, natives of England, and of | 
ave been born ten children, two of | 
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following year purchased the residence he now oc- 
cupies. He traded the farm last referred to for | whose union h Y 
whom emigrated to America as follows: Mrs. Susan 
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tinued until 1856, when he came to Clinton County 
‘§ ind settled six miles west of Clinton, renting for 
al three years. He then bought a farm in Hampshire 
Township, including eighty acres, and in 1865 
added forty to the original. Here he lived until | vantages. 

Mr. George Allen was a native of England, born 
in 1828, and emigrated to America in 1850. He 
located at Lyons in 1856, and there engaged in the 
wholesale liquor, cigar and glassware trade, In 











not only of ability and intelligence, but are quali- 
fied, by the educational opportunities they have re- 
ceived, to begin life with more than ordinary ad- 


: h one on sections 25 and 36, same township. seat 13 
Ng Mr. James and his wife are both members of the | Modon and Mrs. Ashpole. Mr. and Mrs. Ashpole {jf 7. | “4 
h: Baptist Church. In politics he is Republican and | have a family of five children—Fisher, married to ». zp KF *, eo 
s the has always taken an interest in the welfare of the | Martha Loucks and has two children—Lillie and | if, oe 
ME community in which he has lived. He was mar- | Jasper; Frederick, married to Matilda Haney, and | nN Fs 
A ng red Aug, 29, 1849, to Lovisa Nichols, who was | is the father of three children—Mary J., Martha A. - 
t. born in Essex County, N. Y., July 28, 1822, and is | and Nanie; Betsey A. (Mrs. Cooper) is the mother |) | x 
; tf 2 daughter ‘of Jonathan and Dexalana (Wallace) of two children—Charlotte J. and Walter R.; John eo 
: me: ichols, natives of New York. Her father was | is the husband of Florence Wilson, by whom he cm 
. Me also a soldier-in the War of 1812 and was in the | has four children, as follows: John W., George, y 
fe. i : battle of Plattsburg. Florence M. and Clarence J.; Henry is married to 7 . 
5 t Frances Hughes; they are the parents of five chil- ie 
@ ee ae dren—Esther J., Frederick, Martha, Bessie and 
; i . . John. | > 
7 te A ohn Ashpole. The subject of this per- Mr. Ashpole is Republican in politics amt, both 
sonal history is a retired farmer and high- he and Pe mute reid devoted TOTNES of the 
i , ly respected citizen, and has obtained a Methodist Episcopal pc living the principles 
} te large measure of success in the field of labor ae ees ue ARs ed ae ee Stake 
f t in which he was formerly a worker. He came ey ae OU AC a wor Ss = a oe a gure 
J D to the city of Clinton in 1882, and bought a in ae sph ce ba Sear ages i: 
: q house and lot at No. 424 Second avenue. He is a is A it et eae iP nee ca thee ann 
! nEE native of England and was born in June, 1815. wey seang nase aepree = a # i é | ‘ 
‘ q His wife was born August 2, 1818. which they/belong, and, He the ni aah whom they 
: ‘ Mr, Ashpole is the son of Richard and Elizabeth serve, they “ go about doing good. 
< ve (Buckith) Ashpole, natives of England, who reared 
AS ne 4 family of twelve children, of whom but three 00D Veh 
Pes 4 to America—Thomas, Frederick and John. =H! te ; 
i * 1¢ latter came to this country in 1844 and set- it s Elizabeth Allen, widow of the sat 
| Na ed at Eyansyille, Ind. There he bought a small George Allen, was married March 7, 
ue farm of thirty-eight acres, upon which a small frame 1858, her maiden name being Elizabeth 
nf house was erected, Clearing ten acres, he devoted Fovargue. She is the mother of two sons 
TEE one and one-half to an orchard and continued to by her union with Mr. Allen, who bear the 
“ ut reside on this piecé of property until the fall of names of George J. and Thomas J. The 
Be 1847. At that date he removed to Ashtabula | former is a prominent and prosperous jeweler of 
‘ NE County , Ohio, where he purchased fifteen acres and | €linton, and the latter a cigar manufacturer in the 
> ne built a house, His stay in the latter county con- | same city, Both these young men are graduates of 
he the Business College at Clinton and are possessed 
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species to his son and son-in-law. 
ip le was married: in August, 1842, to Miss Jane 
ai) “Oughton, a daughter of William and Elizabeth 
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this business he continued for some years, and was 
also farming for a number of years, after which he 
became interested in the Clinton Brewery, and was 
also associated with Mr. Owens in the Clinton 
Boiler Works, in 1878. He held the office of Alder- 
man in Lyons for several years, and took a great 
=) interest in real estate, owning about 1,000 acres, 
| it and having two stores and a half interest in the 
| Steam Boiler Works at Clinton. 
On a farm which he owned in Hampshire ‘Town- 
ship, Mr. Allen built a handsome brick house, con- 
taining sixteen rooms, and lived with his family 
there for eight years. He then came to Clinton 
and built on McDonald and Second streets a hand- 
some home, where Mrs. Allen now resides. He died 
in 1882. Mrs, Allen’s parents were Daniel and 
Jane (Elwes) Foyargue, who were natives of Kn- 
gland, and came to America and settled at Elk 
River, Lowa, in 1849, where they purchased a small 
farm. They were the parents of twelve children, 
seven only surviving, namely: Daniel, Hannah 
(Mrs. Jackson), Mary (Mrs. Wells), Jane (Mrs. 
Abbott), John, Elizabeth (Mrs. Allen) and Isaac, 
Mr. Fovargue died in 1854. Mrs, Allen still con- 
tinues the management of her farms and shows 
good business ability and foresight. She rents her 
property, placing it in good hands and insists upon 
first-class management, so that, far from depreciat- 
ing, her lands have advanced in value since the 
death. of her busband. Mr. Allen was an Kpiscopal- 
ian, and in politics a Democrat. 
wo IR a 
BRAHAM BAILEY, of Bailey Brothers, 
glove manufacturers, of Camanche, was 
born in Norfolk, England, Novy. 2, 1829, 
v and was but 3 years of age when his par- 
2==lents came to America. He grew to manhood, ob- 
| i aining a common-school education, in Philadelphia, 
favand at the age of 20 commenced to learn the car- 
penter’s trade. In 1855 he came to Camanche and 
followed his trade during the summer season for a 
About the time he came to Camanche 
Vi was introduced the sheepskin mitten by the Bailey 
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; AN Brothers, which proved so great a success. ‘They 
were scarcely able to manufacture rapidly enough. 
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In 1866 Mr. Bailey married Mary EK, Notting- 
ham, who was born in this county, and is the 
daughter of Maj. Nottingham, who settled in this 
county in 1845, and from their union two children 
have been born, namely, Clara M. and Drusilla L. 
Mr. B. is Republican in sentiment and in local 
votes generally for the best man, ‘The 
Brothers buy the best of stock and are 


affairs 
Bailey 
aclepts 
They began on a small seale, and by enterprise and 


at providing the glove before spoken of. 


an honorable desire to win have gained a high place 
in the esteem and respect of the public. 
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AAMUEL F, DILLON, residing in Camanche, 
‘as born in Franklin County, Pa., March 4, 
1831. His father, John Dillon, was a native of 
the same county and born in 1802, The grand- 
father of our subject was a native of New Jersey. 
Mr. John Dillon was a cooper by trade and fol- 
lowed that in connection with the lumber business 
in Pennsylvania until 1848, when he removed to 
Ohio and settled in Richland County, There he 
engaged in agricultural pursuits and continued to 
reside until 1854, when he remoyed to Knox 
County, I. He was a resident of that county until 
1860, when he crossed the mighty Father of Waters 
and took up his “residence at Camanche, where he 
resided until his demise, in December, 1878, is 
wife’s name was Margaret Ferguson, She was born 
in Huntingdon County, Pa., Feb. 22, 1801, and is 
yet living and residing with her daughter, Mrs. Mc- 
Kendrick, in Camanche. 

Samuel F. Dillon was 17 years of age when his 
parents removed to Ohio. He had previous to that 
event attended the common schools of his native 
county, and also assisted his father on the farm. 
After his removal to Ohio he engaged in working 
in a fanning-mill factory, and was there employed, 
excepting one year, during which he was “oceu- 
pied in selling machines and collecting, until 1851. 
Ile then came to this county in the interest of the 
firm of which he was an employe, and located at 
Camanche, estopped there, however, for a few 
weeks only, when he went to Knox County, IL, and 
became a resident of Knoxville, and there worked 
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E went back to Camanche and engaged in selling 
5 fanning-mills for about a year, when he abandoned 
that business and became a clerk in a clothing and 
dry-goods store. He followed the latter occupation 


4 for about two years, when hie again commenced 








working at his trade and continued until 1874. We 
hext find him doing’ a grocery and provision busi- 
f hess for a year, and then, selling out, he devoted 
his time to the buying and shipping of live stock, 
5 and prosecuted that business until 1879. Ilis next 
move was to erect a distillery, which he ran in COn- 
nection with a mill, until 1582, and since that time 
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has been employed ‘at his trade. 

Mr. Dillon was married to Miss Sarah Buhler, 
daughter of John and Lavina Buhler, Jan, 23, 1859. 
She was born at Beardstown, UL, May 12, 1836, 
and has borne our subject four children: Georgians 
died in infaney; Dora KE. ; Dorette EK. died when 14 
years of age, and Milo O. In polities Mr. Dillon 


votes with the Democratic party on national issues, 
He is © mem- 
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and on local issues is independent. 
ber of Camanche Lodge, No. 42, I. O. ().. X, 
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ewis F. Rogers was born in Halderman 
Township, Ontario, Canada, March 15, 
1817. He is the son of William and 
Catharine (Elsworth) Rogers. Miss Elsworth 
was the daughter of Joab and Sara Elsworth. 
Mr. Rogers was born in the State of New York 
in 1788, and was taken to Canada while an infant, 
and died in 1849, at the residence of his son, Lewis 
F., in Clinton County. [lis wife was born near 
Greenbush, N. Y., in 1787, and went with her par- 
ents to Canada when she was 2 years of age, 
and died in Wisconsin in L851. The husband fol- 
lowed the trade of a carpenter and came to Lowa 
the same year of his death, 1849, settling with his 
son, the subject of this sketeh, on their present 
home, on section 1, Hampshire ‘Township. 
to this county in 1845. At 
ely unsettled, and 
those who under- 


Our subject came 
that time the country was larg 
: hunting was amply rewarded by 
i took it. Before this Mr. Rogers took for his 
partner in life Miss Sarah M. Boynton, who was 
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# at the carpenter’s trade for nearly a year, He then 


“ported Norman horses and Cleveland bays. He 
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born in Fletcher, Vt. ; they were married Dee. 18, 


1839, at Whithy, Ontario, Canada. She was the 


daughter of Abial and Jeanette C,, Boynton. . Her 


father was born Aug. 6, 1783, in West Boylston, 


Mass., and his parents were of English descent. 


Abial Boynton was the son of Abial and Lois | 


(Raymond) Boynton, the latter born in Holden, 
Mass., Jan, 2,1762. He died Sept. 1, 1827, in 
Vermont. 

Abial Boynton, Sr., was born Dec. 23, 1753, in 
Sterling, Mass., and died Dee. 16, 1810, at West 
Boylston, He was the son of Ephraim and Eliz- 
abeth Boynton. Ephraim Boynton was born Aug. 
23, 1707, and died Aug. WSs MPs Klizabeth 
Boynton died March 15, 1791. Jeanette C. Boyn- 
ton was born in Londonderry, N. ., Nov. 1, L791. 
She was the daughter of William and Agnes 
(Campbell) Thomas, the former of whom was born 
in Portsmouth, N. H., and the latter in London- 
derry, same State. She was the daughter of Henry 
and Jeanette (Mac) Campbell. Henry Campbell, 
her father, was the Duke of Argyle, and was born 
in Londonderry, Ireland, 1m 1712, died in 1807. 

Mr. Lewis F. Rogers, our subject, was a pioneer 
of the early days, and brought the first two-horse 
breaking-plow into the county. He also sold the 
first fifty broadcast seeders brought into the county. 

Lewis Rogers has been the father of nine chil- 
dren, of whom seven are living at the present 
writing. They are as follows: Haskel A. Rogers ; 
Sarah A., wife of George B. Davids; Benjamin L, ; 
Mary $., wife of George W. Hill; Imogene M., 
wife of Milton M. Draper; Jessie M., wife of. B.C. 
Rowell; Lucy C., wife of Fremont H. Teed, In 
polities our subject isa Republican and, has held 
many offices of trust in his township and county. 
He has been Supervisor and School Director and 
has 300 aeres of land, all well improved and 
abundantly prolific. He is engaged in the breeding 
and selling of Alderney cattle, and also owns im- 


owns four of the latter at the present writing. He 
has also improved real estate in Lyons and a resi- 
dence on Pearl street, between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues. As one of the pioneers: Mr. Rogers came 
here with very little capital, but by dint of industry 


and energy he has, aided by his good wife, suc- 
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ceeded in gaining for himself and family a com- | College, Chicago, and then came to Clinton, March 
fortable competency. , 21, 186%, and engaged in the practice of his pro- 

We take pleasure in this connection In presenting | fession. Since that time he has gained a large 
a view of Mr. Rogers’ homestead. patronage by his strict attention to business and his 
manifest knowledge of the human body. He is a 


; Osta ORD po member of the Homeopathic State Medical Society 
<—- —— ———— ° 
and the American Institute of Homeopathy. Eis 


YONG, R. KE. H. KING, physician and surgeon, | inner knowledge of his profession, and his quick 
Clinton, Iowa, is a native of De Witt | and keen perception of * the ills that flesh is heir 

County, IL, born Aug, 21, 1841. He is | #0,” seem a heritage, his father, grandfather and 
ereat-grandfather being physicians before him, His 
brother, S. M. King, of Albia, Lowa, and Dr. Lowell, 
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the son of Dr, Joel Elisha and Emeline 

(Barnes) King. The father was a native of 
Sandisfield, Berkshire Co., Mass., born Noy, | his brother-in-law, are physicians. 

26, 1813. The King family are descended from Our subject united in the holy bonds of matri- 

Dr. Robert King, of Blanford, Mass., who was born | mony, Sept. 1, 1868, with Miss I. M. Case, of 

near Cork, Ireland, about 1744, and married Mary | Fairfield, Iowa, a native of Ohio, Their union has 

Knox about 1767 or 1768, and came to America | been blest by two sons, named Walter J., born May 


. 7 ‘ Prk « 4 rr! 5 1 Aa ‘ : i pe 
soon after. He left ten children, among whom was | 28, 1873, and Edward C., born Sept. 11, 1885; 
and a daughter, Alice, born Aug, 29, 1880, 





AAS nh, 


Robert King, Jr., who was born May 9, 1777, and 
died June 9,1851. He was known as Capt, Dr. 
King. He moved with his family to Portage <r aE 
County, Ohio, in 1826. He married, first, Bridget 
Morgan, May 10, 1800. She died July 18, 1832, | Sieg @i¢ ohn Tiesse, deceased. Among those who 
of consumption, at Charleston, Portage Co., Ohio, Wegali= have been identified with the agricultural 
He subsequently married 'Tasa M. Hall, at TMopkins, . development of this county, and who have 
R. 1. Joel Elisha, the father of the subject of this 7 passed to the home beyond the grave, is the 
sketch, was the seventh child of :the first marriage. | ~ subject of this brief notice. He was born in 
There were eleven children by that union, ‘There Germany, May 29, 1837, and was a son of 
was no issue by the latter marriage, Joel E. moved | Jacob and Selome (Gilbert) Tiesse. At 15 years 
to Illinois in 1838 and settled in Marion County | of age, in 1852, our subject, hoping to better his 
and traveled and preached until 1840, when he | financial condition in life, left his native land and 
went to De Witt County and settled near Kinney | came to America, locating in York, Pa. After liv- 
and followed farming, In 1853 he came to Iowa. | ing in that State for some seven years, during which 
Dr. KE. UH. King was reared in Clinton, the county | he was engaged in agricultural pursuits, he, in 1859, 
seat’ of De Witt County, IIL, and was a resident | moved to Peoria, Ill, where he lived for three 
there when the war broke out. He enlisted Aug, | years, His next removal was to Pekin, Il, where 
11, 1862, in Co. B, 107th Regt. Tl. Vol. Inf. He | he engaged in the brewery business and for three 
was in the service until the close of the war, neyer | years continued in the same, meeting with success, 
ey Shirking a duty nor receiving a furlough during the | Mr. Tiesse, after disposing of his business. at 
‘entire length of time. He was a good, true man | Pekin in 1866, came to Lyons and purchased an 
‘and a brave and noble soldier. interest in the Western Union Brewing Co. He 
Dr. King, at the close of the war, came to the | continued to reside at the latter place, actively en- 
State of Iowa, and was joyously greeted by his | gaging in the prosecution of his business, until his 
‘= Wide circle of friends. Locating at Fairfield, Jef- | demise, Jan, 30, 1880. He left a family of six 
a ferson County, where his father, Dr. J. KE. King, | children—Emma, Fred, John, August, Emil and 
a resided, he studied medicine in his office, and in | Lena, Fred was married July 10, 1886, to Emma 
the spring of 1868 graduated from Hahnemann Metzger; the balance of the children are single, 
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The marriage of our subject with Miss Caroline 
Sehmer took place May 3, 1860. She is a native 
of Germany and the daughter of Frederick and 
Caroline (Mohr) Sehmer, and emigrated to the 
United States with her parents in 1850. Mrs. 
Tiesse was born Feb. 3, 1841, and was 9 years of 
age when her parents came to this country. Soon 
after their arrival at an Eastern seaport, they moved 
to and made a settlement in Peoria, Ill. Her father 
erected a brewery in that city and did a large and 
extensive business until two years prior to his 
death, which event happened in 1875. Her mother 
died at Mrs. 'Tiesse’s residence in 1883, They had 
a family of seven children—Caroline (Mrs. Tiesse ), 
Louise (Mrs. Huber), Lizzie; Rudolph, who mar- 
tied Paulina Bock; Robert married Minnie Brumm; 
Carl married Alice Remmington; and Annie, still 
single, 

Since the death of our subject his wife has con- 
tinued to manage the business i connection with 
her partner, Mr, ‘Fritschler, She has a good resi- 
dence on Main street, where she lives, and is meet- 
ing with success in her business. Her husband was 
for many years a Republican in polities, but later 
™ life heeame a Democrat, and was a member of 
the German Association. He was a kind neighbor, 
4 Zenerous citizen, a loving husband, and was never 
known to turn a deaf ear to true charity. 


Sa Se 
illiam Holdgrater. The subject of this 
sketch was born in the kingdom of [Han- 
over, Germany, Aug. 12, 1840, and is 
the son of Henry and Elizabeth (Fackey) 
Holdgrafer, Elizabeth Fackey was born 

t, in 1809, and her husband, who died in 1856, 
Claimed 1819 as the year of his nativity. Mr. 
Holdgrafer, Jr, came to America in 1848 and set- 
tled at Galena, Ill, where he worked in the lead- 

Mines for seven. years, when he came to Clinton 
County and located on his present place of resi- 
dence on section 8, Hampshire Township. THis 
homestead comprises 200 acres of finely improved 
land, where he is engaged in mixed husbandry, 
-that_of raising grain and stock, 

Mr. Holdgrafer was married April 7, 1861, to 
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Henry and Lena M. Wuban, both natives of Ger- 
many. ‘The subject of this sketch is the father of 
fourteen children, eight of whom still sUr'VIVe,: as | 
follows: Elizabeth, now the wife of Barney Detter-| 
mann; Helena is a sister in the St. Franciscan con- 
vent at Dubuque; Theresa, Frances C., Hermann, 
William, Mary and Catherine. Mr. Holdgrafer is 
a citizen esteemed and respected for his straight- 
forward industry and upright conduct, He is a 
member of the Catholic Church, which he supports 
ably, and in polities is a» Democrat, He was ap- 
pointed in 1886 ‘Trustee of Hampshire ‘Township. 
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Seadéohn R. Bather, The subject of this per- 
wil. sonal narration, who is proprietor of the 
' Sunnyside Nursery on Camanche avenue, 
Clinton, is a native of England, was born 
Noy. 7, 1828, and is the son of Thomas and 
Agnes (Kelett) Bather. They area lso natives 
of England, and came to America in 1848, settling 
near Albany, N. Y. His father was by profession 
a landscape gardener, who pursued his occupation 
for some length of time in this country, dying at 
Albany in the year 1859. His mother then came 
to the State of Iowa and made her home with her 
son until 1866, at which time she departed this life, 
seeking “a fairer clime and a brighter day.”” She 
had reared a family of nine children, three only of 
whom survive at the present time, as follows: John 
R., Mary E. (now Mrs, McKenney) and Andrew. 
Jobn R. Bather received a practical education, 
and, having special ability in his father’s line of- 
business, helped him at landscape gardening and at 
his duties as a florist. He spent the greater part of 
his early life with his parents, and they, after his 
leaving home, with him, This pleasant and dutiful 
arrangement was broken only by the death of those 
to whom one son had never forgotten the com- 
mand, “ Honor thy father and thy mother.” In 
1859 he engaged in his present business at Clinton. 
He at first leased the land on which he labored, 
making his first purchase in 1866, and with his 
brother bought twenty acres, and from this they 
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Miss Mary Wuban, who was born in Hanover, nay : 
. P a 
Germany, Noy. 1, 1842, and is the daughter of bee = 
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se SY) sold lots until they now between them five spout 
- ni ten acres, and of that Mr. J. R. Bather owns about 
4 ys zoe) four acres, They have about four acres in the 
a Ky nursery and greenhouse. 

. Mr. Bather was married Dec. 14, 1858, to Miss 
as Jane M., daughter of John and Annie Slipperly, 
.: 4 natives of New York. Mrs. Bather was also born 
+, in the Empire State, Dec, 24, 1838. By their union 
.! Mr, and Mrs, Bather have eleven children—Frank, 
‘; . Agnes, Jessie, Mary, Fred, Ruth, Ernest, Arthur, 
a. Roy, Carrie and Fannie. Agnes is the wife of 
b > William Norman, and by her marriage is the mother 
= ’ of one ¢ Jessie has been florist for her 
: , father for the past eight years, and, by her love for 
j gardening and her exquisite taste in arranging 
= fa) flowers, has caused the business to become one of 
= | the fine arts, 

By ¥ ; Mr. Bather is independent in politics, and is one 

yee i 


of the solid men of the county, being one of its 
oldest and most reliable citizens, and of true and 
noble personal characteristics. 

A fine engraved view of Mr. 
greenhouses and tlower-gardens is shown on another 
page. 
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Bather’s residence, 
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e pans H. Buch, deceased, was born in [ol- 

. stein, Germany, Dec. 25, 1836, and was 

~ the son of Henry and Dora eae) Buch, 

Iler 

_ father was born in the same province in the 
year L808, 

Mr. Buch came to America in 1860, landing 
at New Orleans, and coming up the Mississippi 
River settled at Clinton, where he remained one 
year. le then engaged at his trade, that of a 
shoemaker, which he had learned in Germany, and 
subsequent to this moved onto his farm in L&61. 
a... his death this piece of property was finely culti- 
ivated and productive, and included in all 260 acres, 
Mr. Buch was married in 1861 to Johanna Joehnk, 
4 who was born Dee, 24, 1841, and is the daughter 
of Christian and Tena Joehnk. This union has 
been crowned by the birth of fourteen children, of 
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. H Gustave Stamp, born May 31, 1862; Henry, born 

pe =" March 13, 1864; William, Jan. 11, 1867; Bertha, 
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'whom the following are still living: Lizzie, wife of 
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Sept, 8, 1870; Augusta and Anna, twins, Aug. 29, a as 

1873; Charlie, Nov. 12, 1878; Emma, Oct. 23, : n 
L&S8O0, 


The subject of this sketch died Aug. 25, 1889, 
and was buried at the graveyard in the southeastern 
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part of Center Township. In politics Mr. Buch §& { 

was a Democrat, and was highly respected for his é 
industry and enterprise, He was a kind and de- i ; 
voted parent, and was tenderly mourned by his fap 
family. At his death he left one of the best-im- i : 

proved farms in Hampshire Pownship, on which his f 
family now reside. The home place is now carried i } 
on by the widow and two sons, i 7 
On another page we present view of the #2 . 
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homestead left by Mr. Buch, 
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witumphrey Bower, a retired farmer and 
resident of Camanche, was born in Lin- 
colnshire, England, April 19, 1829. Le is 
the son of John and Elizabeth Bower, natives 
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of the same shire, and his father was a well-to- 
do farmer, who followed that occupation until 
1855, At that time he came to America and lo- 
eated in Eden ‘Township, whence, after a short time, 
he removed to Camanche and later returned to 
Kden ‘Township, where he died at the advanced 
age of 89 years.  Ilis first wife died in December, 
1855, and he married a second time, he being 70 
years of age at that time. There were eight chil- 
dren by the first marriage, four of whom died in 
England and four came to America, One, named 
Thomas, lives in Eden ‘Township; Ann married 
Benjamin Dannatt, aud is now deceased; our sub- 
ject Is the next in order of birth; Harriet married 
Thomas Hill and lives in Eden ‘Township. — 

Our subject set sail for America in 1853 with his 
parents, starting from Liverpool in April and land- 
ing at New York in the following June. Lis father 
bought a tract of wild land and immediately com- 
menced to-improve it, Being a single man at the 
time, he lived with his sister until his marriage, in 
1854. He had in the meantime built a frame barn 
on the place and they commenced housekeeping in 
it, but he soon after built a stone house, where 
they lived until 1884, He then rented the farm 
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and removed to Camanche and bought his present married his present wife. | : AS 
blest by the birth of one child, by name Warren} 
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residence, His farm contains 320 acres of well- 
improved land. Bruce. 

Mr, Bower left the state of single blessedness Mr. Lacock was a soldier in the War of the Re- a \ 
Feb, 24,1854, and united in marriage with Eliza bellion and was a member of Co. B, 10th Iowa Vol. be 4 
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Bartholomew, Abraham, Ethel (who married Mr, 
Stead, and lives in Vineland, N. J.), and Mary 
Aun, wife of James Clough, a resident of Cleve- 


-- — 


‘nd comprises 140 acres. ‘There he died at the 
home of his son Reuben, May 22,1884. His widow 
also died here June 11, 1873. 
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land, Ohio. 


- * ‘ " ' ‘ . ‘he , » 1< ‘ hy 4 i y] Be 
. Aug. 5, 1832, and is the daughter of Samuel and | ous soldier, ready to defend his country in the ts 
- ft Mary (Laneaster) Dannatt. Samuel Dannatt died | hour of her need. THe participated in the battle of 
»* Dec, 22, 1861, and Mrs. Dannatt April 13, 1886, in | Bentonville and many skirmishes, and was with 
z= FF her 86th year, (See sketch.) Mr. and Mrs. | Sherman in his celebrated march from Atlanta to 
. Sis - ° ) ‘fhe 
_ -hER Bower have six children, namely: John H., who | the sea, 
aa 1 lives in Salina County, Neb.; Nellie, wife of Sid- | Both Mr. Lacock and wife are members of the 
3 ’ , : F . . (inns) nc Ta tat weae?-7 2) ‘ . va L are rorthy. de- - 
te hey Bauder, lives in Adams County, Neb.; Charles Methodist Episcopal Church, md are worthy, kc . 
. r L., Walter and Bennett D, are at home, Mrs. voted workers in that body. In polities our sub- -- 
nee = TS OTN p vratye ‘ ject advocates ¢ spreads far a ride the doe- ~~ 
1 Bower is 2 member of the Baptist Church and a | ject advocates and oe ids far and a os ee ; 
spas ’ . ‘9 ” ; ee es 1 woe oP eo ‘ ’ rs : 
ea otrue qe vais , 7 Avior rine Of prohibition. le was formerly a Repub é 
a ne true and devoted disciple of ow Lord and ne a t I ) zt , 
’ nF and through her life shine the noble truths of His | Cn. 33 -" 
nF holy religion, She dispenses charity ind good = as, 
| is deeds with a liberal hand, and is all that a true eS 
* ; ‘aT —q)_ 5 . % =] } i - 
, ne Woman and deyoted mother should be, Mr. Bowe! )yartholomew Bailey. The subject of this Py 
| ne early became identified with the Republican party. ( biography is one of the firm of Bailey Bros., a 
nF A view of the farm residence of Mr, and Mrs. olove manufacturers, of Camanche, and is a =*" all 
ais - 2 «on Brryie’ ; e- eter . ; ox 
' vi i Bower, in Eden Township, appears on another page — gentleman highly respected throughout the - 
> *. v F Of this work, community for his ability and prosperity im busi- 
nF sa ness and his innate and sterling worth and integ- 
nie + } o ons < 2 ‘ . = . 
ik OG rity of character, He was born In Norfolk, [n- ‘ 
I , ot Sa ee te o 
| ne euben Lacock. ‘The subject of this history -eland, near the border of Cambridgeshire and es 
7 * , } Bra | . , ; : ' : ‘ .“¥ 
| ai ; ‘noolnshir ) { s the eldest s¢ L: 
iF was born in Ripley County, Ind., Feb. 7, Lincolnshire, June 2, 1819. He 1s the eldest son of of 
ba: bea a , Gadasia and Margaret (Latimon) Bailey, both na . 
iis e ’ +) ‘ Ney fl ASIA a ‘ AVreL ri “ , <i on 
IE 1842. Te is the son of Reuben and Ma ze 1 nS ae SS 4 , _ 
y nF \®) renda (Weatherby) Lacock, — His father | tives of Nortolk, hi vs” 
® — : . ‘ . , ‘ } LY a rey TO ‘SS é ’ 3 5 a 
.. ie Was born Feb, 22, 1801, the place of his nativity Our subject was but 10 years of ae ee ‘of 
~~ hg : ‘ . iz yarents came t rica and located m= Fbilactel- ; 
“ ne heing Brown County, Ohio, and his mother, April | Pp" ents came to aged v and | if age 
. ’ e ; r= e ae , ys) ; ¥ r ¢ ; , 4], ' A 7 y SS a = 
¥ bag LO, 1803, in Chauts a County, N. Y. His grand- phia, where the father became a commission (ea 
nel ; 3,in Chautauqua County, NN. 2. g 2 qe Ade that placeaneLess fol 
Sis : ; seine We oy i rool. e died at tha aCe Oe = 
‘ Ns father was born in New Jersey and was of Irish | er im we . l | | . 2 
Me descent. He owned a farm in Indiana until 1854, lowing the wife of -his youth and early struggles, 
7 j vy Je ? \ :| th al cusen® . s + . 
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i when he came to what is now his son’s present who was called home in 1833, Four of their four 
, iE | teen children came to America, ‘Their names were 
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home, which lies on section 10, Lincoln Pownship, 





— Our subject is the youngest living of eleven 
7 i children, a he fee re the old homestead. Our subject was apprenticed, at the ee i 
- nak He took ag his life companion Miss Electa Keturah to learn the trade of THA light pes eee - 
‘ ne Mead, daughter of Chaney and Elizabeth (Clark) deer, goat and sheep skins, and he pene there five 
- ui Mead, natives of Indiana. Mr. and Mrs. Mead | years. He worked at the business as a a i ane 
a a0: “ame to Clinton County in 1854, from their native | until 1846, in eg car's ‘ies ee peo . 
em fh State, and it was a that our subject met and | ton, N. J., and followed his trade unti 5. etl 
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then came to Camanche and engaged for about five 
years in a sawmill. During this time he devoted 
some attention to the manufacture of gloves, with 
his brother Abraham, and since that time has given 
about six months of each year to it. 

Mr. Bailey married, in 1841, Elizabeth Stout, born 
in New Jersey, and of English ancestry. Mr. 
Bailey was reared in the belief of the Episcopal 
Church, but has since joined the Baptists. He is 
Republican in politics, and, though amply fitted for 
publie offices, pays no attention to matters of the 
kind, and rarely fills a position of that sort, 


we 


A. RS. EUNICE B. LAKE, daughter of Jon- 
athan L. and Mary E. (Gardner) Pearce, 
natives of Rhode Island and of English 
and Welsh extraction, is the subject of this 


PeUTTTILA TE 
Servier 





personal narration, She was one of a family of 
nine children, one of whom died, while the remain- 
ing eight came, with their parents, to the State of 
Towa in 1857, locating where Clinton now stands. 
They may be called pioneers in the true sense of 
the word, as they are identified with the growth of 
this now flourishing city, and they have watched 
with pleasure “a tall oak from a little acorn grow.” 
From a sparsely settled hamlet has come up an at- 
tractive and busy metropolis, and where once the 
country was one unbroken flow of billowy prairie, 
the sounds of life and industry prevail, and we be- 
hold the clustered spires of Clinton, They bought 
three farms of 320 acres, On the property there 
was 4 little log house, sixteen feet square, and into 
it they moved and lived until the next year, and 
{|| then improved this by a large addition of the same 
jl} kind. In the fall of 1838 they were stricken with 
fever and ague, and the whole family were ill be- 
yond their worst fears. The husband and father 

it jcontinued in this place until 1853, when he sold to 
a the Clinton Land Company and then came to 
“ILyons, In the latter city he retired from business, 
where he lived until his death, which took place 
— Jan. 15,1857. He was 73 years of age, and on the 
ia th of July, 1879, the wife of his youth and the 
ch mother of his children celebrated a larger and no- 

bler Tec ina home made gloriously free 
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through the abundance of love and grace of Christ 
She had reached the age of 89 years and 
gathered to her fathers” full 
of good deeds and like ripe grain ready for the 
Both Mr. and Mrs. Pearce were members 
of the Baptist Chureh, and were true, earnest Chris- 
tians. ‘Their family included eight children, as fol- 
lows: Eunice, now Mrs. Lake; Daniel H., deceased ; 
Jonathan L.; Mary L., now Mrs, Buell; Isyphene 
C., now Mrs. Dr. Snyder, of Fulton; ( B. 
and Nicholas K.; Elizabeth married Wm. H. Law- 
ton and is now dead, 

Mrs. Lake was married June 4, 
min Lake, at Clinton, which was at that time called 
New York. Mr, Lake was a native of Rhode Isl- 
and, and spent his early life on the farm and _ at- 
tending school, At the age of 18 he worked three 
years in the Southern States as contractor and 
builder, but in the year 1840 he removed from that 
section of the country, coming to the State of Lowa. 
Ile located at Lyons, on Third street, and retired 
from active labor in 1871. In 1880 he elosed his 
life, leaving many hearts that mourned his loss. 
His wife, who was much grieved by the loss of her 
companion, has nobly filled the vacant places left 
by the entire absence of children in her 


Jesus. 
5 months and was *“ 


harvest. 


George 


1859, to Benja- 


home, and 
has created a home circle by the ceremony of adop- 
tion, Eight children have known the love and care 
of her motherly heart, and have grown up and 
rendered filial duty as a reward. She has educated 
and given them the refining influences that such 
women only can give, Mrs, Lake has her home 
with Mr. Buell, her brother-in-law, on the corner of 
Ninth and Pearl! streets, Lyons. She isa lady of high 
mental and moral attainments and is a devoted, 
faithful member of the Episcopal Church. 


Fy vuer Beard. The subject of this personal 
| history is a resident within the borders of 
jh} Clinton County, and is a respected citizen 

@ | of De Witt. His mother, Abigail Kendall 

by name, was born in Tewskbury, Mass., Nov. 9, 

1758. She was married to Jonathan Beard, Nov. 

7, 1781. Jonathan Beard, father of our subject, 

was born in Wilmington, Mass., June 16,1755, Ile 
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Was aman of no little note, as he fought courage 


Ously in the battle of Bunker Hill and was known 
man. Ile was 


A few days 


4s a true soldier and an honest 
present at the surrender of Burgoyne. 
before this occurrence, he, with a few others, con- 
stituting a scouting party, were lost and wandered 
for days in the wilderness, living on roots until they 
came to some friendly Indians, who assisted them 
in finding the ws vy and gave them food. 
Ezra Kendall, the gi randfather of Abner 
on his mother’s side, was a native of Tewksbury, 
Muss., a was born Jan. 1, 1721. He was married 
May 28, 1748, to Ruth Fhiobt, whom he lost by 
(eath, ae his second wife, grandmother of our 
Subject, was Abigail Chandler, married May 24, 
1751. So far as known, they spent their entire 
lives in Tewksbury, but were honorable and es- 


Beard 


teemed citizens. 
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APT. HENRY MUHS. Among the promi- 
MG nent and well-to-do citizens of this coun- 
KX : ty is Capt. Muhs. He is one of the pres- 
jy ent County Board of Superv1 isors, and resides 
\ at Camanche, Capt. Muhs was born in Hol- 
stein, Germany, July 31, 1858, His father, 

James Muhs, was also born in Holstein, and early in 
life learned the tailor’s trade and was occupied at 
that business in his native: country until 1849, In 
the month of April of that year, he, accompanied 
by his wife and four children, set sail from Ham- 
hure 'g for the United States, and after a tedious VOY- 
ge of eight weeks and two days they landed at 
New Orleans, From the Crescent City they came 
directly to Davenport, Iowa, where he worked at 
his trade until 1853, He then came to Camanche, 
Where he has continued to reside until the present 
time and where he has been actively engaged in 
the carrying on of his business until within the last 
few yer ws, When he has been retired from ac tive labor, 
% he maiden name of his wife was Margaret Wiese. 
Che children of this union are Henry, our subject; 
Peter, who lives at Camanche; William, deceased ; 


‘he . ous . Soe 4 
ee au gicent of Camanche; George, living In 
at 
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old when they came to Camanche. 








src 
700% 


















































order of birth, died while the family were en route 
from New Orleans to Davenport. 

Capt. Henry Muhs was 10 years of age when his 
parents emigrated to this country, and 14 years 
He attended | 
school three years in his native land, and while in 
Davenport attended the English schools during the 
winter seasons and worked on a farm in summer, 
After the family moyed to Camanche, our subject 
worked upon a farm and ina sawmill for three or 
four years, then entered a printing-oflice in Ca- 
manche, where he learned to set type. In the 
spring of 1859 he went to Missouri, thence to Fort 
Leavenworth, and in 1860 started for Pike’s “Peaks 
He drove an ox-team from Fort Leavenworth to 
Denver, and after visiting Pike’s Peak he went to 
Saint Louis. In the fall of 1860 he enlisted at 
Saint Louis ina company of State militia and was 
sent to the Kansas border, and he was among the 
command that was captured at Camp Jackson, but 
was discharged and soon thereafter joined Capt. 
Jackson’s battery. In April, 1861, our subject was 
captured with the rest of the battery, by ( ren, Lyon, 
and after his release he returned to Camanche, 
Aug. 12, 1861, he enlisted in Co. A, 8th Iowa Vol. 
Inf., and was elected Lieutenant of the company. 
Later he was promoted to Captain, and participated 
in the battle of Shiloh, under Gen, Prentiss, and 
was captured in the first day’s fight, and confined 
in the Montgomery, Ala,, prison, then transferred 
to the prison at Macon, and later to the one at 
After six months he was paroled 
Ile was 


Madison, Ga. 
and went to parole camp at Saint Louis. 
exchanged the following winter, and afterward par- 
ticipated in the siege and capture of Vicksburg, the 
battles of Jackson and Brandon, Miss., and was at 
Memphis when Forrest made his raid, It was he 
who led the charge in command of sixty-four men 
that captured Spanish Fort, April 8, 1865. He was 
breveted Major for meritorious conduct during ~ 
that engagement. After his discharge from the 
service he returned to Camanche, in the neighbor- 
hood of which, in Eden Township, he purchased a 
farm sand was occupied in agricultural pursuits 
until 1880. He then went to Camanche and eee 
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a grocery and hardware store, which he managed 
until 1885, when he sold out. In the fall of 1882 
Capt. Muhs was elected Supervisor to fill 1 vacancy, 
and in the fall of 1883 was re-elected for a full 
He also held the office of Supervisor in 


= ON 


term. 
Eden Township. 

Capt. Muhs was married Feb. 20, 1868, to Georg- 
ianna McCloskey. 
is the daughter of Robert and Margaret McCloskey, 
and has borne him six children—Marearet Roberta, 
Mary Louise, Fred R., Clara H., Louis R. and an 
infant daughter. 

In polities Mr. Muhs voted with the Republican 
party until 1875, since which time he has been a 
Democrat. In the fall of 1873 he was elected a 
member of the Legislature, as the Anti-Monopoly 
candidate for this district, and was an active par- 
ticipant in the important legislation of that session, 
He is a member of Camanche Lodge, No, 60, A., 
RF. & A. M., and also Mount Moriah Chapter, No. 
15, R. A. M., and Hope Lodge, No. 18, A.O.U. W. 
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yman Pryor Haradon. The subject of 
this biographical notice was born in 
Hornby, Steuben County, N. Y., Nov. 
10, 1834. He is the son of Albert and 
Sophronia, (Blandin) Haradon. They were 
married in Steuben County, the father a na- 
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She was born at Davenport and 


ory, 






tive of Massachusetts, coming from a long line of 
ancestral stock of that State dating as far back as 


1682. His mother’s mother was a Benson and 
¢laimed a similar line of ancestry to the Haradons. 
Sophronia was a daughter of John Blandin, a native 
of New York, and possessed those noble requisites 
which constituted so largely the women of earlier 
days. She was a true helpmeet to her husband and 
._ noble wife and mother, 
| L. P. Haradon spent the happy days of boyhood 
if on the farm, and obtained a @ood education in the 
trata =< interval between that period and manhood. At. 
| the age of 16 he was apprenticed to a carpenter and 
=: showed much ability in that line, and when he at- 
MY tained the age of 20 he came West and located at 
| | Racine, Wis. ‘Taking jobs and contracts, he con- 
eet tinued building through that county, establishing : 
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lumber-yard, until in 1861 he moved to Independ- 
ence, Iowa, and from there to Clinton in 1866. 
He built one hotel in Racine County and many 
private residences, stores, etc.,as he had already 
proved himself one of the best of his class. In 
L861 Buchanan County, Lowa, 
where he had become interested in realty. ‘There 
in 


he removed to 
he spent about five years in building and 
This suffered by 


fire, and, desiring to re-establish his partially fallen 


superintending a lumber-yard, 


fortunes, he, in 1866, came to Clinton and built a 
sash, door and blind factory, ‘This has been pros- 
perous and highly satisfactory to its owner, the 
business flourishing and growing for fhe past twelve 
years, On retiring from this Industry he engaged 
in building and establishing himself in the house- 
furnishing business and also in buying and selling 
lots after building upon them, ‘This proved an im- 
portant branch of commercial enterprise, and has 
shown itself a eredit to the inventive genius of its 
proprietor, 

Mr. Haradon is surrounded by a pleasant home 
cirele, including two sons and two daughters—Ida, 
wife of J. T. Pierson; Edwin W., M. D., a graduate 
of the Iowa State University and a young man of 
excellent attainments; Hattie K., single, a graduate 
of the High School, who is engaged in teaching; 
Nathaniel L.,.an engineer, and a young man of 
strong mechanical ability, keen intelligence and 
quiek and ready mind. 

Mr, Haradon and his late wife were members in 
full and regular standing® in the First Presbyterian 
Chureh, which they liberally supported personally 
and financially. In polities he is a liberal Repub- 
lican, and would never be prevailed upon to accept 
public office; however, he fills a wide field of use- 
fulness, and has in days past done much to benefit 
and advance the interests of the community, He 
isa member of the White Caps here, and one of 
the Board of Directors of the Fourth Street Build- 
ing Association, Te works a feedmill in his old 
factory, and notwithstanding advancing years and 
accumulating duties, besides the many avenues into 
which his business leads, he retains his original 
trade and annually ereets about seven buildings. 


Mrs. Haradon, deceased, was a Miss Hannah M. 
Pierce, a native of Steuben County, N. Y., and 
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was born in Pultney, in that county. She died | 
May 13, 1885, and was mourned by a wide cirele of 
friends, who knew and loved her for her many 
: personal and mental endowments. She was laid to 
rest in the family plat in Springdale, 
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Mere let her sleep with the sunlight above her, 
Under the violets, dewdrops and clover, 

While the long grass shall a green mantle cover 
Over her resting-place. Sweet be her sleep. 
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ON. LARKIN UPTON, whose portrait is 
on the Opposite page, isa prominent, influ- 
ential and enterprising citizen of Clinton, 

Towa, and is a gentlemen whose name is 

widely known throughout the Hawkeye State, 

and indeed in many other parts of the Great 

West his name is a familiar word, as embodying 
very much of worth, intelligence, enterprise and all 
the qualities that go to make up a first-class and 
valuable citizen. He was born at North Reading, 
Mass,, Feb. 4, 1832. He is a descendant of John 
Upton, one of the early settlers of Massachusetts, 
who emigrated from England soon after Gov, 
Endicott’s colony settled at Salem. John Upton 
settled on what is: known as Upton’s Hill, adjoining 
the Endicott grant, which was incorporated into the 
town of Danvers June 16, 1752, and is now in the 
town of Peabody. His wife was a native of Scot- 
land. Soon after settling here, Mr. Upton went 
among the Indians, where North Reading now is. 
He had an excellent pony, which the Indians took 
a fancy to, and gave him a large tract of land in 
exchange for it. He also traded off his elothes for 
land, and when he returned home his wife said to 
him, * John, you must wear mine until I have time 
to spin and weave you some.” He purchased all 
the land up to what is now North Reading Centre, 
a strip nearly four miles long. At the outbreak of 
the Revolutionary War there were thirteen families 
of Uptons living on this tract. 
of these families all enlisted in the army, and at the 
close of the war most of them settled in clifferent 
sections of the country. 

Larkin Upton is of the seventh generation of this 
family in America, He is the youngest son of 

Capt. Eli Upton, Jr., and was the eighth child in 
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and taught penmanship in the winter. He had re- 





COUNTY. 


order of birth; Lydia S. died Dee. 


of William Parker, died Oct. 29, 1852; Austin 


21,1844; Ed- H 
win, living in Massachusetts; Mary M., wife of bee 
Henry Putnam, died July 6, 1844; Emeline, wife 
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served in the Union Army, and fell at the battle of Erge 


the Wilderness; he was a shoemaker by trade, a 


very intelligent man, well acquainted with the 
political history of the country, and was a student 
with Fowler & Wells, of New York. He was of a 
scientific turn and practiced and lectured on 
phrenology and physiology. He enlisted in the 
Andrew’s Sharpshooters, Mass. Vol. Inf., and par- 
ticipated in most of the battles of the Army of the 
Potomac. Calvin is a resident of Clinton; Franklin 
lives in California, and Sylvia L. in Massachusetts. 
The maiden name of the mother of our subject was 
Matilda Parker, of Chelmsford, Mass.; she was a 
granddaughter of Lieut. Col, Parker, commanding 
the minute-men at Lexington, April 1 9,1775, and the 
reginent from that section at the battle of Bunker 
Hill. He was shot through the knee and taken 
prisoner by the British, who placed him on a pony 
and drummed him through the streets of Boston, as 
& warning to all rebels, They then amputated his 
limb, and left him without further attention, The 
British General refused to permit his wife to come 
to Boston to take care of him, and he died July 4 
of the same year, a Victim of the brutality of Brit- 
ish soldiers. Her father was a soldier in the War 
of 1812, and died in the service. The father of 
our subject died June 18, 1834, and left the mother 
with a large family; she was a woman possessed of 
excellent judgment, and managed the farm and 
educated her children to become useful and worthy 
men and women, 

Larkin Upton, at the age Of 14 years, started out 
for himself, securing farm-work and cutting wood 
at $6 per month, Tp 1850 he commenced learning 
the mason’s trade; the previous winter he had 
attended the academy at Hancock, N. H., and 


While here rece} ved instruction from the celebrated 


penman, Hervey Bugbee. This gentlemen was 
considered the best penman in New England—in 
fact, the best in the country, It was the desire of 


‘Mr. Upton to qualify himself to teach the art of 


penmanship, He worked at his trade when able 
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the banner of the Cross until he had grown old in 
the service of that Captain who lays upon the 
shoulders of his subjects no burden too great to be 
borne. Previous to the death of Mr. R. he saw 
new light, and death had no terror for him, his last 
words being “the Lord is my strength and my 
shield.” His wife, who survives him, is not only 

woman able in business matters, but has shown un- 
usual ability in a literary way. 
imagination and heart of a true poet and sees 
deeply into the meaning of the writer of to-day, 
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“-: understanding the original thought he intended. 

a Hight children have been born into this house- 
“7 hold, one of whom died at birth. The remaining 
: he: are Lydia A., Charlotte M., Martha K., John B., 
v Simon C., William J. and Benjamin E. Mrs, 
BS, Rossiter is a member of the Episcopal Church 


and a devoted follower of Him who bore our trans- 


oe 


pare. ; eressions. She is charitable, kind-hearted in the 
— extreme, and dispenses good words and deeds, and 
A fulfills in truth the command to * rejoice with them 
ms that do rejoice and weep with them that weep,” 
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LIHU T. SHOWALTER. Prominent among 
the farmers of this section of country who 
are prosperous and successful is the subject 


we 





2 of this biography, who is also a brickmaker and 
ts ranks high among the representative men of the 
ace county. He is a model farmer and is a pioneer of 


Clinton County, as he settled in the early days on 
section 26, Washington Township, where he still 


see 


* 
e 


+n resides and has since watched the growth and ad- 
cy ~vaneement of the country. 
1 Elihu 'T, Showalter was born in Smithfield, Fay- 
Ks ette Co., Pa., in November, 1822. His father 
= moved from that place to Greene County, where 
wa “| he remained until the spring of 1845. Some time 
a |during that year he moved to Westmoreland 
aa, County, in the same State, where his father re- 
ne; , ) mained until his demise,in 1880, He followed his 


os 





trade as a brickmaker, both manufacturing and lay- 
=| ing them in his younger days, but in the latter years 
of his life he followed the pursuits of a farmer, 

His wife departed this life and entered the bright 


beyond, in 1850. 
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Elihu Showalter, of this writing, commenced the 
of his married life as brickmaker. He 
learned this trade from his father, but the next five 
years, until 1852, he followed the plow for farmers 
in the vicinity. At the end of that time he 
again went back to the brickyard and pursued this 
occupation for eight years, This was in 1860, and 
at that time he abandoned his trade until 1865, In 
the spring he started for Montana, via the Missouri 


first year 
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River to Fort Benton, and from there to Deer § 
Lodge. At Rocker City he remained a part of two | . 
2 f 


seasons, where he made a success of his mining pur- 
suits, then returned to Pennsylvania, In the year 
1866 he bought 140 acres of land in this county, 
and in 1867 he occupied it. He has added to it 
until he now has 280 acres of fine land, which is 
abundantly prolific and in a high state of cultiva- 
tion. Upon it stands a handsome farm resi- 
dence, together with barns and other suitable out- 
buildings. 

April 20, 1846, Mr. Showalter was united in 
marriage with Miss Alice C., Gordan, who was a 
native of Greene County, Pa., and was born Nov. 
1,1827. Of this union have been born nine chil- 
dren, two of whom are deceased. The names are as 
follows: Basil, born July 10, 1847; Mary A., April 
26, 1849; Josephine T,, Jan, 22, 1852; Sarah E., 
June 5, 1884; Thomas J., April 17, 1856; Jerome, 
April 8, 1859; William F., Oct. 21,1861; John G., 
Sept. 21, 1865, and Francis J., Nov. 20, 1870. Of 
these children Sarah E. sauwited Henry Winters. 

Mr. Showalter is a man who stands high in publie 
esteem and confidence, Ie has held the offices of 
Road Supervisor and School Director, ‘The family 
are members of the St. Patrick’s Catholic Church, — 
in this township, which they ably uphold and sup- 
port. In polities he is a Democrat, and he was one 
of the most prominent and leading men in the 
building of the Catholic Church in that township. 
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OHN JOSEPH DOLAN, son of Martin Do- 
lan, was born May 20, 1858, in his present 
home in Hampshire ‘Township, where he has 
since lived, taking care of his father’s inter- 
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ests and conducting the farm of 400 acres, on sec- 
tions 7 and 8. His father also owns 200 acres on 
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ti: section 6, and 80 acres in Elk River Township and | Bridget, born in 1850 and died in the same year, [tPA . 
b3 : . . ry. bd . P = ? it : 7 [ 
ug): 80 in Waterford Township, besides 200 acres in | and Lizzie, born in 1863, who died in the same us if te 
ne Jackson County, this State. year f . i A 
14 rs ~ - . ? ; ‘ . se . r 
te John J. Dolan is the seventh in order of birth in In religious belief, as before stated, Mr. Dolan ‘4 
j 7 1c got > wg - ; ‘ a é nan . , = + - o e . Bay 7 * Ld © a 
nis his father’s family, and is an active member of the | has been a Catholic since childhood, and with his ss —% an 
r a 1}. 1 *,¢ 4 5 ‘ys ; z . 3 ¢ i ; ; j vital ge 
ie Catholic Church. In polities he is a Democrat, | entire family belongs to that denomination, He} | 
mis . ag " . ee oe ee Me . ‘ + . i { . 
t ; ‘nd has held the position of School Director, tak-. supports it warmly and is a faithful adherent of its ime 
y ; Ing an active interest in matters relative to educa- doctrines, E yy 
rey tic in. Added to his farm interests he has bred and Mr. Dolan isa general farmer, engaged in raising 1) 
| ‘used from one hundred and fifty to two hundred stock, and his enterprise in his chosen field of in- : 
| head of cattle aunually, and from twenty to twenty- dustry causes him to be recognized as a citizen of ~ 
) five head of horses, He also raises sheep and hogs | worth and merit. He is a self-made man and has * 
i . wate : "¢ sy . ° . . . . . 
| and stock in general. had nothing from boyhood but his own individual ; 
; 5 4-9 « . a] 1 ’ Qe . M oe z . . . a. 
Martin Dolan, father of our subject, was born in efforts to aid him in obtaining the success he now * 
* aw 





























Westport, Ireland, and is a son of Patrick and 
Bridget (McNamee) Dolan, Patrick Dolan, father 
of Martin Dolan and son of Thomas Dolan, was a 
native of Ireland, Mrs. Dolan came to America in 
1849, Martin Dolan came to Canfida in 1848, 
landing at Quebec, from which city he went to 
Vermont. He remained there two years and then 
moved to Portage, Allegany Co., N. Y. There he 
remained for two years, working on the canal and 
railroad, and from there went to Illinois. He 
stopped at Rockford and remained about eighteen 
months, then came on to Iowa, continuing to work 
on the old “ Calico Railroad” up to the time of its 
dissolution, He next worked by the dny for farm- 
ers in the neighborhood, his labors occupying one 
year, and at the expiration of that time he bought 
his present home on section 8, Hampshire Town- 
ship, including 160 acres. To his original purchase 
Mr. Dolan has continually added until to-day he 
has 960 acres, all under first-class improvement and 
culture. He was married in March, 1 845, to Miss 
Bridget Ruddy, who was the daughter of Bryant 
and Julia (Gerharty) Ruddy, and who was born in 
1825. Her parents were natives of Ireland and her 
mother came to America in 1850. Mr. Dolan has 
heen the father of a family of twelve childven, ten 
of whom are still surviving. They are as follows: 
Margaret (Dolan) MeGrath, born in Ireland in 
1844; Anna, born in 1845; Patrick and Michael, 
born in America in 1848; Catherine, born in 1852; 
James, born in 1854; Nellie, born in 1856; John 
J., born May 20, 1858; Mary, born Feb, 25, 1860; 
Martin, born May 30,1864, Those deceased are - 
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enjoys, and in him the people of the county feel a 4 
pride. Any man possessed of the sterling attributes j= 
of true manhood should behold and appreciate the 
principle that “*God helps those who help them- 
selves.” He says he was the first man who ever 
lifted a board in Clinton, and that in consequence 
this now thriving city owes its origin to him. — His 
son Patrick enlisted in the 26th Iowa Vol. Inf., and 
served about two years. 
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[OSEPH SHEARER. There are numerous 
fine farms in this county which will compare 
= favorably with any others in the State as 
© regards production, and also as regards im- 
provements located upon them. Many of these 
places are owned by self-made men—men who 
started in the world with nothing but an unlimited 
amount of energy and perseverance, and who have 
succeeded in their chosen vocation. As a repre- 
sentative of the agricultural class, we take pleasure 
in presenting the name of the subject of this notice, 
Who lives upon section 12, in De Witt Township. 
Mr, Shearer was born in Westmoreland County, 
Pa., on that day made dear to the hearts of every 
American by the signing of the Declaration of the == 
Independence, July 4, 1814. His father, Robert 5 _ hy 
Shearer, was born in County Derry, Ireland, in |F 
1773, and came to the United States with his par- 
ents when but 6 years of age. Robert’s father, 
John Shearer, was also a native of County Derry, | 
and on arriving in the United States made a, settle- - * 
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ment i Westmoreland County, Pa., where he spent 
the latter years of his life, Robert grew to man- 
hood in Westmoreland County, and was brought 
up to the calling of a farmer. He was there mar- 
ried to Margaret Marshall, who was born in Ire- 
land, We inherited a farm in that county and 
there lived, engaged in agricultural pursuits, until 
his demise, which occurred July 8, 1863. Tis wife 
died two months later, September 50. There were 
seven children born of their union, Joseph being 
the third in order of birth. . 

Until 14 years of age, Joseph Shearer assisted his 
father on the farm and then engaged to learn the 

trade of a weaver ina shop of which his uncle was 
foreman. Joseph operated a handloom in that shop 
for seven years, and was also occupied in working 
at the same business in other places for a period of 
fifteen years, 


ai 


His earnings were small, and he eon- 
cluded to make a change of trade, and found em- 
ployment in a paper-mill. He worked at making 
paper until 1854, and then concluded to try and 
better his financial condition in the West. Accom- 
panied by his wife and six children, he started for 
this State. The journey was made overland and by 
river to Pittsburg, then down the Ohio and up the 
Uhl Mississippi River to Camanche, where our subject 
landed, after three weeks’ tedious travel, with $80 
in his pocket and a land-warrant his father had 
given him, calling for eighty acres of Government 
| land, Mrs, Shearer had a brother eight miles north- 
Fee west of Camanche, and the family stopped with 
AA him for a time. Mr. Shearer located his land- 


i 
: 


=| warrant on the west half of the southwest quarter 
il of section 12, township 81, range 4 east, at present 
He fl included in De Witt Township. He purchased 
He2fj| lumber at Camanche and erected a small frame 
house on the place, but was unable to finish it for 
| fj two years afterward, He began to improve his 
land with a yoke of oxen, but they proved an in- 
isuflicient team to break the raw, uncultivated 
prairie. He therefore hired a neighbor to assist 
him in breaking, and paid for the same by cradling 
| grain, During this time our subject. rented some 


ef! yceroves land atl continued for two or three 
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tion, and had erected thereon a good set of frame 
buildings, He continued — to 
original purchase until the present time, and has 
added thereto by an additional purchase of forty 
acres, Which adjoins it, The success of Mr. Shearer, 
whatever 


has reside on his 


it may be, has been acquired through 
hard labor, economy and energy on his part, he 
having never been the recipient of any legacy, 

Mr. Shearer was married March 26, L835, to 
Mary A. Milligan, She was born in West Newton, 
Westmoreland County, Pa., and’ is of Seotch-Irish 
descent. Their children are as follows: Deborah, 
wife of Luther Kellogg, a resident of Center Town- 
ship; James M., living in Calhoun County; Robert 
T., an attorney at law in Logan, Phillips Co., Kan.. 
and John M., who tives on the old homestead, 
James M. served nearly five years in Co. A, 8th 
lowa Vol. Inf. He participated in the battle of 
Shiloh, where he was taken prisoner, and after his 
discharge engaged in many other battles and was 
wounded at Spanish Fort; he served three years, 
then veteranized for the war. Hon. Robert T. 
learned the shoemaker’s trade, and while at work at 
the same was constantly reading law and was finally 
admitted to the bar at Maquoketa, Jackson County, 
and is at present a successful pleader in juris- 
prudence; he was a member of the 20th Iowa 
Legislature. John M. is the owner of a fine farm 
on section 12, which he cultivates as well as attend- 
ing to the home farm. He was born April 19, 
1846, and has never left the roof-tree of the old 
folks. Nov. 30, 1870, he married Fanny Phillips. 
She was born in Hardin County, Ohio, Jan. 13. 
1853, and is a daughter of Wesley and James 
(Kelloge) Phillips. John Shearer and wife are 
the parents of three children—Eva C., Addie J. 
and Alfred Marion, 

Politically, the subject of this notice is what 
might possibly be termed a combination of a Re- 
publican and Prohibitionist. THe and his wife are 
members of the United Presbyterian Church of 
Klvira, of which denomination he is an Elder. 
March 25, 1885, Mr. and Mrs. Shearer, having 
lived together as man and wife for fifty years, and 
shared each other’s trials and successes, had a most 
pleasant event at their home in the celebration of 
their golden wedding. Friends and relatives gath- 
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was one that will never be forgotten by the old 

folks until death calls them to a better home. Mr. 
| FHS. has held yarious local offices, among them that 
iE of "Trustee of the township, School Director of De 
Witt Township, and Foreman of the Grand Jury 
for one year, 


VAN HORN. The subject of this personal 
history is a resident of Welton Township, 
Clinton County, and is well esteemed as a 
° man of industry and enterprise, besides 
being a worthy citizen and having to his credit an 
unblemished war record.” Mr. Van Horn was born 
in Harrison County, W. Va., in 1823, and is the 
H son of Bernard and Elizabeth (Davis) Van Horn, 
natives of Virginia, 
try. 





They were of German ances- 


The subject of this sketch worked at home and 
remained under the parental roof until he was 23 
years of age. During that interval of time he had 
learned the trade of wagon-making, serving an ap- 
prenticeship of three months. On leaving the firm 
with whom he was connected, he worked at his 
trade five years, then came to Illinois. Tis first 
settlement was made in Peoria County in 1851. 
He then learned the carpenter’s trade and served at 
this until 1862, when he entered the Federal Army, 
gin Co, F, 26th Iowa Vol, Inf. In‘this situation he 
gserved for twelve months and was known and es- 
: teemed for bravery and ready obedience to duty 
Ile was in the battle Of Arkansas 

| Post: and at the siege of Vicksburg. He was pres- 
: ent at its surrender and was discharged with count- 
‘H#less good opinions as to his courage in time of 
: danger and with all the honors of war. Tle left the 
a army at Black River Bridge, Miss., Sept. 9, 1863. 
£ While in Louisiana and while in his country’s ser- 
| vice, he contracted camp feyer, which has caused 
almost total blindness. 

Mr. Van Horn was married, April 13, 1847, to 
Miss Amaranda Loofboro, who was born May 31, 
31830, and is the daughter of Davis and Mary 
§(Maxon) Loofboro. She died Aug. 7,1877. Her 
parents were natives of Virginia. The union of 
3 Mr. and Mrs, Van Horn has been blest by the birth 
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ered in, enjoyed a good dinner, and the oceasion 
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of seven children, who enlarged the household circle 
and made the home relations of the most pleasant 
and amicable character, The five children who are 
living are as follows: Frances M., born Feb. 8, 
1848; Christopher C., born July 19, 1854; Athalia 
A., born Oct. 19, 1859; Theodore J., July 19, 1857, 
and Cordelia B., Jan. 5, 1867. Those deceased are 
4s follows: Naomi M. O., born Feb, 22, 1850, and 
died Aug. 10, 1851 ; Stillman L. was born Jan. 24, 
1852, and died Dee. 10, 18638, et 

Mr. Van Horn is the owner of forty acres of well- 
improved land and is engaged in general farming, 
He takes much pride in the success of his agricult- 
ural projects, and is considered a reliable citizen 
and worthy man. = 

Me is a member of the Seventh-Day Baptist 
Church. In polities he is a Republican, and votes 
strongly for and with his party. The farm he now 


- occupies was entered from the Government by 


himself, March 1, 1855, as a soldier’s claim, and 
he came to it in 1856, 
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4 AMUEL CROZER, Among the residents 
of Clinton who have accumulated a sufti- 
ciency of this world’s goods during a la- 
borious and honorable past of upward of 

seventy years, and who is now enabled to live re- 
tired from active labor, and pass the sunset of life 
in peace and quiet, is the gentleman whose name 
heads this notice. Samuel Crozer was born in Bel- 
mont County, Ohio, April 30, 1813, and is a son of 
James and Mary (Pickering) Crozer, likewise na- 
tives of the Buckeye State. The father of James 
Crozer, John Crozer, was born in the neighbor- 
hood of the city of Philadelphia. He moved to 
Ohio when it was a part of the Northwest Terri- 
tory, and located with his family in that then un- 
developed country. He was of French descent and 
his wife’s family, the Pickerings, were of English 
origin, Mr, and Mrs. John Crozer became the 
parents of eight children. . 
The subject of this notice was made an orphan 
by the death of his mother when 18 months old, 
and on attaining the age of 8 years he went to live 
with his aunt, with whom he continued to r eside 
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for five years. During that time he attended the 


: common schools, and after leaving his uncle’s home 
he went to East Fairfield, Columbiana Co., Ohio, 
where he held the position of merchant’s clerk for 

four years. He then purchased a drug and gro- 

<2 cery stock, and for three years was occupied i 
conducting that business. Disposing of his suse 

2 together with the good will, he went to Wellsville, 

~ Ohio, and was there engaged as “mine host” of a 

hs hotel for two years. We next find him as captain 

a on a steamboat plying the Ohio and Mississippi 

+s Rivers, in which vocation he continued for about 

a five years. Next, in Pittsburg, Pa., he engaged in 

c + the produce business, and after four years, in 1865, 

oy 7 he came to this county and, locating at Clinton, 

‘ . purchased property and embarked in mercantile 

i, | pursuits. He followed the latter calling only for a 

* short time, when he disposed of his stock and 

=, erected a warehouse and devoted his time to the 

- % purchase of grain, and was occupied in that line of 
trade for three years. The next move of our sub- 


ject was to the city of Chicago, where he embarked 
in the commission business, becoming head of the 
firm of Crozer & Wills. They conducted the busi- 
ness with no small degree of success for four years, 
and then Mr. Crozer came to this State and erected 
a hotel at Boone, lowa. He conducted the hotel 
for one year, when he sold out and returned to 
| Clinton, arriving there in 1867. After locating in 
the latter place, he occupied his time and means in 
the erection of buildings, which he disposed of at a 
reasonable profit. He was elected Justice of the 
Peace and held that office for sixteen years, In 
1856 he was elected Mayor of Clinton and was the 
first person to serve in that capacity and likewise 
the first to act as Justice of the Peace in that place. 
He has continued to reside there and has been en- 
gaged in the real estate business until recently, 
when he retired from the active labors of life, THe 
Sijis the owner of a residence on Third street and 
}§ Fourth avenue, and also one on the corner of Fifth 
——Invenue and Seventh street, in the latter of which 
he and his family are domiciled, 
@'. Mr. Crozer was married on the 23d of July, 1835, 
{ito Asenath Moore, and by their union one child 
All was born—Harriet, who lived to attain the age of 
maturity, and was united in marriage with a Mr, 
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Reynolds. Mrs. Crozer died in 1837, aged 2 
8S months and 12 days, and Mr. Crozer was a SeC- 
ond time married, July 26, 1838, when Miss Cath- 
Of the latter 


3 y ears 


erine Gillingham became his wife. 
union eleven children have been born, six of whom 
survive. <A record of the surviving children 1s 28 
follows: James G. is agent for the United States 
Express Company at Clinton; Mary EK, was mar- 
ried to Andrew Simpson, and they are living i 
Omaha; Frank agent in Colorado; 
Charles is an express messenger and also resides in 
Colorado; Alice was united in marriage with Rob- 
ert Hayxris, and they live at Omaha, and Kate G. 
Crozer is living at home. 

Mr. Crozer is a Republiean in polities, and prior 
to the organization of that party was an old-line 
Whig. He has held the position of Overseer of 
the Poor for eight years. He belongs to the Ma- 
sonie fraternity and to the I. O. O. F. He is one 
of the oldest settlers of Clinton and one of her most 
honored and respected citizens. 


OT RANE 


LFRED B. SMITH. ‘The thriving com- 
munity in which is located the busy little 
city of De Witt owes its development to 
the business-men as well as to the agricult- 


is a railroad 





urists, Among the energetic and go-ahead busi- 
ness-men Of that place is he of whom we write. 
Mr. Smith was born in Washington Township, 
Butler Co., Pa., Sept. 9, 1839. His father, Robert 
L. Smith, was likewise a native of that State, and 
born in Fairview Township, Butler County, Feb. 
19, 1810. ‘The grandfather of Alfred B., Joseph 
Sinith, was a native of Westmoreland County and 
of Scotch descent, and the great-grandfather of our 
subject went to Ireland during the time of Bruce 
and Wallace; there leased a tract of land, in the 
North of Ireland, for ninety-nine years, but after 
a few years gave up the lease and emigrated to 
this country, making settlement in Westmoreland 
County, Pa., where he was among the pioneers. 
The grandfather of our subject was a farmer and 
settled in Butler County, Pa., about the year 1800, 
and was also one of the early settlers of that county. 
He assisted in surveying the land in Butler County, 
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and received for his services 420 acres of heavily 
timbered land, on which he located, lived and 
labored, and succeed in clearing and bringing it to 
a high state of cultivation, He divided his land 
into two farms and there lived until his clemise, in 
1844, He married a cousin, named Martha Smith. 

The father of our subject was the fifth child in or- 
3 der of birth of his parents’ children, He was reared 
on a farm and grew to manhood in his native 
: county, While yeta young man he learned the 
trade of a blacksmith, at which he worked for three 
or four years, until after his marriage, when he lo- 
ated ona tract of land belonging’ to his wife, in 
Washington Township, During the winters he 
worked in his shop and a part of the remainder of 
the year he devoted to clearing his land, and eon- 
tinued to reside there till the spring of 1843. Dur- 
ing the latter year he removed to his father’s farm 


eieiririca 


r tt tt et 


in Fairview Township, and was there occupied in 
agricultural pursuits until 1848. September 25 of 
that year, accompanied by his wife and six chil- 
dren, with a team of horses, he came to this State, 
and made a location in De Witt, the date thereof 
being Oct, 28, 1848. His destination was Buchanan 
County, but on arriving at De Witt he was induced 
to stop and open a shop. He followed his trade at 
that place during the winter of 1848, and in 1849 
rented eighty acres of land on the west side of 
Jefferson street, extending from the Gates House to 
the railroad, which he cultivated. ‘That same spring 
he rented 160 acres of land on sections 29 and 50, 
township 81, range 4, and also bought eighty acres 
on section 29. There was a log house on his pur- 
chase, and he moved the same to an acre of land he 
1ad purchased on section 19, and during the fall of 
that year (1849) moved into it and immediately 
commenced the improvement of his land. In 1851 
Mr. Smith built a frame house where the old log 
building stood, and there made his home until his 
death, May 9, 1883. He married Miss Mollie Gra- 
ham,a native of Butler County, Pa. She was born 
June 4, 1812, was of Scotch descent and bore her 
husband ten children, nine of whom lived to attain 
the age of maturity. They are as follows: Will. 
iam died Aug. 15, 1850, aged 16 years; Marvaret 
A. is the wife of Isaiah K. Crane, a resident of 
Jackson County, in this State; Alfred B; is the 
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CLINTON COUNTY. 


» 
3 
‘es 
subject of this notice; Ezra J. isa lawyer in Se-— : 
dalia, Mo.; Nancy J. married George Rouse, and i 
they reside in Antelope County, Neb.; Orange S, - : 
lives in Sac County, Iowa; William L.; Candace is » 
the wife of A. McLaughlin, a resident of De Witt : 
Township ; ind Samuel S$ The two younger sons : 
are attending college at Valparaiso, Ind. Robert L. | » 
Smith was well known in this county as an Abo- 
litionist, his house being one of the stations on the 
Underground Railroad. He was in fact the pro- ; 
jector of the road through this county, and in the A 
few years previous to the war assisted upward of 
one hundred slaves on their way to freedom, He = 
was an honest and conscientious man and respected a 
by all. He was formerly a Whig, but later em- . . 
braced the views of such men as Garrison, Birney ue 
and others of that school. a 
The subject of this notice enlisted in the late at 
Civil War, in Co. A, 8th Iowa Vol. Inf., doing *. 
good and valiant service for his country until the Cs 
expiration of his time of service. He was with his _ 
regiment during their long marches, participated in oy 
many battles, and knows what it is to be confined ba 
in a rebel prison. He was with Gen. Prentiss at | ‘. 
Shiloh, was there captured, and kept as a prisoner “3 
of war until May 28, 1862, when he was paroled oa 
and went to Saint Louis, where he remained until - 
January, 1863. When the regiment was reorgan- 8 
ized at Benton Barracks, he again joined it, and z 
participated in the battle of Vicksburg and also 45 
that of Jackson, Miss., and later in the siege and . ' i 
apture of Vicksburg, and likewise the ‘apture of ras 


Jackson, Miss. In March, 1864, he started on the 
Red River expedition, and was engaged in many 
of the important battles of that campaign, At the 
battle of Pleasant [Hill he was wounded in the left 
ley and was sent to the hospital at Memphis, From 
there he went to Davenport, where he received his 
discharge, . 
After his return home Mr. Smith resumed farm- 
ing and followed that vocation until his marriage, 
that event occurring Dec, 20, 1868, in Pennsyl- 
Vania, at which time Miss Eleanor A. Campbell be- 
“ume his wife, She was born in Butler County, 
Pa., July 4, 1840. Soon after marriage Mr. Smith 
purchased a farm on section 29, De Witt Township, 
of his father, and there lived, occu pied in agricult- 
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he rented his farm and teturned to De Witt, and in 
October of that year he engaged in his present 
business of provision dealer,*in which he is meeting 
with success. 
y The wife of our subject died April 19,1872, and 
two years later—Oct. 16, 1874—Mr. Smith was 
. married to Sarah C. Foster, who was born in Or- 
ange Township, in this county, and is a daughter of 
William H. and Mary (Smith) Foster. Her father 
was a native of Pennsylvania and her mother of 
Virginia. Mr, Smith had one child by his former 
marriage—Kugene E,—and by his latter union two 
children, Frank F. and Charlie E., have been born. 
Politically Mr, S$, isa Republican, THis wife is a 
member of the Presbyterian Church. Mr. Smith is 
a member of M. B. Howard Post, No. 92, G. A. R. 
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FUOMAS LARGE, who resides on section 32, 
Washington Township, is one of the pio- 
neers and highly respected citizens of this 

section. lis handsome homestead, which has 
blossomed from a mere waste of prairie land under 
his skillful culture, is well worthy the attention of 
the casual passer-by. THe ranks high as one of the 
pioneer settlers of Clinton County and is one of 
the representative agriculturists of Washineton 
Township. He came to Clinton County in 1858, 
and has given his best endeavors to the growth and 
advancement of this section, where the work of his 
q4| hands is plainly apparent. 

4| Mr, Large was born in the city of Dublin, Jan. 
! as 1818, where he lost his father by death when he 
was 3 years of age. His mother then removed to 
=! County Kildare, where he remained until he reached 
He then went to Lancashire, 
ingland, where he followed the trade of a shoe- 
maker, which he had learned from his stepfather, 
4JMr. Jonas Peaslee, a Scotchman by descent and the 
‘second husband of his mother, 

The subject of this sketch pursued this vocation 
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Previous to this event, however, he 


Semarried Miss Elizabeth Rogers, in 1839. She was 
born in Kildare, Ireland, in 1813, and died Feb, 9, 
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ural pursuits, until March 1, 1885. At that date | 1864, in Washington Township, leaving four chil- 


dren, who were as follows: Deborah, born in 1846, 
and now living in California; James, born in 1850, 
married Miss Mary E. White, and now living in 
this county; Julia, born in 1855, married T. P. 
Togereen, and is now living in this county ; William, 
born in 1856, married Miss Mary C. Saddoris. 

On the 9th of June, 1864, Mr. Large married 
Miss Mary Gorman, She was born in Tyrone, Ire- 
land, and was the daughter of Jerome Gorman. 
She has borne him four children, as follows: Thomas 
W., born March 7, 1866; Mary F.. Noy, 25, 1868; 
Robert H., April 12, 1871, and Joseph, Noy. 22, 
1874. 

Mr. Large purchased eighty acres of land when 
he first came to Clinton County. He 
added to this little beginning until he owns 450 
acres, after giving to his son James 160 acres of 
finely cultivated land. Tle buys all the corn in the 
neighborhood for feeding purposes, and is a shipper 
and feeder of large proportions. The business in 
1885 was not profitable, as he lost $1,000, but in the 
main he has made shipping a source of profit, 

Mr. Large was a Democrat for twenty years, but 
since Grant’s election has favored the Republican 
party. 
the largest proportions of anyone in this section, 
He is one of the original sheep-erazers of this coun- 
try. Ile has a handsome dwelling and owns large 
and convenient barns and other necessary out- 
buildings, Mr, Large is » member of the Episco- 
pal Church, and ably assists in its support. He 
is a strong lover of the State of Massachusetts, and 
he is in general the typical Yankee. There he car- 
ried on the shoe business, continuing seven years. 

Mary and Thomas of this family attended school 
at Mount Vernon, Lowa, for a yearand a quarter, 
and received much improvement therefrom, 

On another page of this ALuum will be found a 
view of Mr. Large’s residence, 


has since 


[lis sheep-growing in this township assumes 
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VA\ hS. MACKEY BRADSHAW. The lady 
Whose name heads this notice was born in 
Fayette County, Pa., April 20, 1814; and 


is the daughter of James and Iannah 
(Hopkins) Hedden, Her parents were natives of 
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soon after their marriage, being pioneers there, 
Her father improved a tract of land in that county, 
and was occupied in the development and cultiva- 
tion of it until his death, being a respected and 
honored citizen of the same.. Mrs, Bradshaw was 
married Dee. 25, 1838, to John G. Wallace. 

Mr. Wallace was born in 
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Fayette County, Pa., 
June 3, 1818, and was the son of Thomas and 
Catherine W allace, of Scotch descent. Mr. Wallace 
had, previous to his marriage, purchased a farm in 





: 
7 Fayette County, and onto this place he and _ his 
t 7 wife moved, and he was there engaged in agricult- 
| Bis . ees ‘ . id 
hit ural pursuits until 1843, During that year he 
M8 sold a farm which he and his father owned, 


and in 


company with his family started for Lowa, They 
came via the Alleghany, Ohio and Mississippi 
Rivers, and after a tedious journey of fourteen 
days arrived at Camanche. In the neighborhood 
of that place Mr. Wallace purchased a timber claim, 
and when the land came into market he entered it, 
It was located three miles east of De W itt. The 
first year the family resided at Camanche and then 
removed to De Witt Township, where Mr, Wallace 
rented an old log cabin, which stood in close prox- 
imity to his land and into which the family moved, 
It had a slab floor and a Glaphoard roof, and they 
continued to reside in it for two and au half years, 
In the meantime Mr, Wallace erected a frame house 
on his land, and, removing’ his family into it, he 
entered actively upon the improvement of the 
j place. He was a good farmer, economical and in- 
§ dustrious, and added to his po 
1860, he was the proprietor 
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Ssessions until, in 
Of 600 acres of good 
ultivation, besides his 
On the 38d of June in that year the 
fearful tornado swept over the county and destroyed 
all his buildings. 'The family were all in the house 
at the time, and the tornado completely demolished 
it, and the different members of the family were 
scattered in all directions, and some of them were 
seriously injured. After the destruction of their 
house the family removed to De W itt, where Mr. 
Wallace had previously engaged in the hardware 
business. He continued to reside at that place and 
rebuilt the house on his farm and rented his land. 
j His: demise took place in De Witt, Sept. 17, 1862, 


land, all fenced and under ¢ 
| timber land. 
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Six children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Wallace: py 
Emily, born Dec, 29, 1839, is the wife of John 
James, a resident of Eden Township; Catherine, 
born Jan, 13, 1842, married 'T. H. Ellis, and they 
live at Clinton; Mary W., born Feb, 14, 1845, be- 
came the wife of W. A. Cotton, a resident of De 
Witt; George W + born Dec. 26, 1847, married 
Miss Lillian Beach, of Tipton, and they have two 
children and live at Clinton; Albert G., born Oct. 
29, 1854, married Miss Stella, Beach, and they have 
one child and reside at Clinton; Clara, born Jan, 
16, 1850, wife of George Leonard, died in L873, 
leaving one child, named Lura Leonard, 

Mrs. Wallace formed a second matrimonial alli- 
ance, March 2, 1875, at which time Rev. John W. 
Bradshaw, a native of Connecticut and 
in the Methodist Kpiscopal Church, became her 
husband. He died May 18, 1880. Our subject 
was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
for many years, and is a lady respected for her 
kindness at heart, 


a’ preacher 


Mrs. Bradshaw continues to reside on the W. allace 
homestead in De W itt. 
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pILLIAM ROGERS, a successful stock-raiser 
and farmer, now living on section 10. in 
Kk River Township, was born in Perth- 
shire, Scotland, Dec. 6, 1834. His father, Thomas 
Rogers, who was Supervisor of a certain portion of 
the public highways of his shire, lived at the same 
place where he was born, 






and was there married, 
It was in this same neighborhood that for over two 
hundred and fifty years the family through its va- 
rious generations had lived. It appears that at one 
period there was an infusion of Trish blood by mar- 
riage, but they were usually considered of purely 
Scotch ancestry. The mother of our subject: bore 

as her husband, but there was no 
relation between them. Her Christian name was 
Mary, and she was born of Scotch lineage, in Perth, 
She had become the mother of seven children in 
Scotland, one of Whom died in childhood. Five 
came to the United States, but one lived in Scot. 
land all his days. All the children were married 
and established homes. of their own, but only two 


the same name 
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survived—our subjéct and his younger brother 
John, who is now County Treasurer at Plankington, 
Aurora Co., Dak. kg parents came to the 
United States about 1865, and settled in Elk River 
Township, whither our subject had come in the 
spring of 1858. The father and mother, in the 
latter part of their lives, lived with their son Will- 
iam, and died about 18753 and 1875 respectively. 

Mr. Rogers of this notice spent his early life at 
school and at home, and gained a good education 
by steady application. At the age of 15 he appren- 
ticed himself to learn the wagon-maker’s trade 
under John Campbell, of Perth County, Scotland, 
After serving four years at this trade he learned, 
that of cabinet-making, serving as an apprentice 
for two years in the city of Perth, and went thence 
to Glasgow, Scotland, where he completed his trade 
and worked at it as a business in that city for about 
five years. Cabinet-fitters were required in the 
steamers that were being built there, and he did 
such work for them, 

Our subject was married in June, 1855, in ise: 
gow, to Miss Isabella Harris, a native of Perth- 
shire, born in September, 1833. She was reared to 
womanhood before she went to Glasgow. Before 
leaving their native land, having settled in Sterling, 
two children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Rogers, 
In the spring of 1858 they removed from Sterling 
to Quebec, and thence to the United States, locat- 
ing at once within the borders of Elk River Town- 
ship. Mr. Rogers established himself as a wagon- 
maker at Teed’s Grove and for two years followed 
the trade, He afterward began farming pursuits, 
and in 1861 he bought his first land, consisting of a 
small lot. His possessions at this time amount to 
170 acres, ten of which are good timber. ‘The re- 
mainder is well improved, with a good residence 
and barns and convenient outbuildings, Le 
4 has given quite largely of his time to the dairy 
/ trade, and was the first person to introduce the 
 deep-set creamer of Cooley’s patent, for which he is 
agent. Ile was the only one within seven coun- 
ties ates Neg ap who had etre woo the 
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—| silo holds over eighty tons and has proved a great 
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suecess, THe has been a dairyman for about eight 


years, and has shown himself an expert in any yent- 


ure which he undertakes, 
Mr. Rogers’ first wife died Dee, 24, 1870. She 
ras the mother of eight children, two of whom are 
deceased, The names of the family of children are 
as follows: 
wife of Henry Davis, Tama County, 
Iowa, her husband being a farmer; Thomas, living 
at home; William, a teacher in the Tama County, 


residing in 


Iowa, schools; Bessieand James A.. at home. ‘The 
deceased are Jessie and Alexander, Mr, Rogers 


was married the second time, Sept, 20, 1872, in 
Perthshire, Scotland, to Miss Margaret McLean, & 
lady born and reared in Almont Bank, Perth Coun- 
ty, Seotland. Her parents and her entire lineage 
were Scotch. Ter mother 
small child, and her father came to this country in 
1884, and now makes his lrome with his daughter, 
Mrs. Rogers, 

Mr. Rogers has been a Justice of the Peace 
for four years, and has filled many minor offices. 
He is a man of much influence and prominence 
in this county, and both he and his wife are 
earnest, devoted members of the Congregational 
Church, living the grand principles of a true relig- 
ion which shines as a light through the lives of those 
who love God, Mr, Rogers is Chureh Clerk and 
an able assistant in the Sabbath-sechool, In poli- 
tics he was formerly a Republican, but his last vote 
for President was for Cleveland. 


died when she was 4 
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JORDAN, a prosperous and most 
citizen of Orange 'Township and 
Clinton County, whose home lies on section 
6, is the subject of this notice. Te is the second 
son of Josiah Henry and Catherine (Miller) Jordan. 
He is well known throughout this entire section of 
country as aman of high moral attainments and 
good principle, and is also substantially prospered 
in the possession of this world’s goods, 
Mr. Jordan was born in Saint Andrew’s, on North 


River, Province of Quebec, March 15, 1834. He 


is the second son in the family and was 15 years of 
age when his parents removed to Michigan, They 
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Isabella, who resides at home; May, 
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settled in Lenawee County and there he erew to 
manhood, reared on the farm and educated in the 
district schools. He made his home under the pa- 
rental roof until he attained the age of 21, at which 
date he prepared to emigrate to Ilinois, his inten- 
tion being to conduct farming in Will County, in 
that State, 
at work the first year in that section, receiving for 
lis services $180 per year, 
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Instead of purchasing, however, he set 






In December, 1856, 
he came to Iowa, stopping at Davenport. Only six 
weeks’ work was given him during that winter, at 
IIe received $1 
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1 chopping cordwood and sawlogs. 
5 per cord for chopping wood, and in the spring of 
4 1857 he engaged with J. M. Burrows, teaming, car- 
rying wheat and flour to and from the mill. At 
} this business he continued one and a half years, 
; When, on account of the failure of crops, the mill 
4 shut down, and he was thrown out of employment, 
§ Rather than be idle, however, our subject, who was 


Se eo 
Seen 


3 ever the man to waste precious time, however 
} sinall his payment for work might be, accepted any 
h situation that offered, and during his enforced ya- 
fr cation from his business he labored for fifty cents 
tL per day. In November he went South and en- 


gaged on a steamboat, which ran. from Cincinnati 
fo Nashville, Tenn,, at $20 per month, In 
spring he returned to Davenport and went onto a 
rented farm near that city, and besides working by 
the (lay he rented land in Scott County belonging 
to HH, Osborne, Lyman Osborne and Hiram Price. 
He had been successful in his Operations as a 
farmer, and in 1866 he hought eighty acres of land 
en Section 6, in Orange ‘Township, and built upon 
It a little frame house, which was the beginning of 
all the improvements he has since made and of his 
subsequent prosperity, He has since erected a fine 
Set of buildings and planted fruit and shade trees, 
and so given an appearance to his home that only 
‘n Ingenious hand and a careful eye can design and 
execute, A view of this home is shown on another 
page. The land is all enclosed and 700 rods of tile 
are laid. He owns heavily in real estate, as he is 
continually adding to his possessions. He has re- 
cently purchased forty acres in Welton Township. 

Mr. Jordan was united in marriage Feb. 24, 
1857, with Miss Lucinda Harman, who was born 
on Nation River, Canada, Aug. 30, 1836, and who 
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is the daughter of John and Norma (Serantin) Har- %. 
man, the former of whom was born in Saint Croix, . ‘2 
Province of Quebec, and the latter in Jericho, Chit- | a 
tenden Co., Vt. ‘They are the parents of five chil- ~~ * 
dren— Annie M.; Judson G. married Miss Jeanie . 
Gibson, of Martin County, Minn.; Ida A., Marion 7 - 
and Ella, at home. All but Judson have received = 
’ practical and broad education to fit them for the - oe 


profession of teaching. 
Politically Myr. JJ, 
lican ticket, 


3 
} =. 
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rm RK. M. E. BROWN, of Clinton, who is a 
practicing physician in that city and vi- 
cinity, is a native of New York and was 
born in Otsego County Noy. 2, 1854. He 
is the son of Jonathan and Alvira (Weaver) Brown, 
natives of New York, who were farmers by occu. — 
pation and who lost all but three of a family of 
of twelve children by death. Those living are as 
follows: Spencer; Minerva, now Mrs. Van Sickle, 
and the subject of this writing, 

Dr. Brown remained at home and worked on> 
the farm until he reached the age of 15. He then 
attended the academy at Syracuse, and after leay- 
ing school studied medicine with Prof. Wells, at 
Syracuse. He also attended college at Iillsdale, 
Mich., but left that institution in 1861, and enlisted 
in the Independent Battalion of Fremont Rangers, 
This organization lasted about. six months, and 
took part in the battle of Lexington, after which 
they were transferred to the 3d Missouri Cavalry, 
commanded by Col. and Hon. John M. Glover, 
The doctor was Second Lieutenant of Co, G, and 
in a skirmish with guerrillas his horse fell and the 
doctor was disabled from further duty. His limb 
was caught under the horse, and he lay in bed 
eighteen months and was obliged to use a crutch 
three years. He was in the service eighteen months 
altogether, 

After returning from the war Dr. Brown was ad- 
mitted to practice, in 1866, at the Cincinnati Med- 
ical College, and began practice at Quiney, Tl. 
In that city he remained seven years, winning a 
good patronage, and at the end of that time went to 
Dixon, Ill, where he was in practice two years. In 


has always voted the Repub- 
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| Mr. Barton was 











1876 he came to Clinton and was President of the 
Northwestern Surgical and Medical Institute, situ- 
ated at the corner of Fifth avenue and Second 
street, where his labors continued for three years, 
His office is at present one door south of Seventh 
avenue and Second street. The first year that he 


spent in this city his practice amounted to £23,000, 


Dr. Brown was married, in 1878, to Miss Adeline 
Tfousmann, a native of Minnesota and a daughter 
of Frederick and Elizabeth (Blatner) Housmann. 
By this union there is one child—Almira K. The 
doctor has purchased a fine house and lot on the 
corner Of Sixth avenue and Sixth street, to which 
he has added all modern im provements, so that at 
the present time it presents a most attractive ap- 
pearance. His home relations are of the happiest 
and most congenial character, and he may be 
looked upon as the child of good fortune. Te 
holds an interest in store buildings on Second street 
and has no superior in medical circles as a physician 
and surgeon. He belongs to Gen. N. B, Baker 
Post, No. 88, G. A. R., and in polities is a Repub- 
lican. 


ILLIAM H. BARTON, a native of En- 
gland, residing at 329 North avenue, was 
) ‘ born in Layeoek, in Wiltshire, March 17, 
ey 1543, and is the son of John and Anna 

Marie (Joyce) Barton, By occupation 
the senior Mr, Barton was a butcher. His 
family consisted of five daughters and four sons, 
of whom William H. was the only one who came 
to America. 

Our subject frequently labored with his father 






and learned his trade in all its bearings, conducting 


business for himself in London for several jyears, 
He was married in that city to Kate Chapman, a 
native of London, whose mother had already emi- 
grated to America and located at Lyons. In 1856 
prevailed upon to sell his business 
there and remove to Lyons, which he did, and after 
working at his trade for some time in that town he 
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development of stock-raising, and on the organiza- 
tion of the Hawkeye Live Stock Insurance Com- 
pany he accepted its Vice-Presideney. 
member of the Odd Fellows and of the Eneamp- 
ment, of the Masonic fraternity, and also a mem- 
her of the White Cap Association, and has been a 
K. of P. In religious belief he is an Episcopalian. 
Mr. Rich, the daughter’s husband, is a native of 
Clinton and a live business-man. 

A view of Mr. Barton’s home, on Ninth avenue, 
Clinton, is shown on another page of this work. 
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*OHN MORRIS. Among the pioneers of 
& Clinton County of 1856, who have suc- 






~ 
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i © ceeded in the chosen vocation of their lives, 
Zw and who are enabled to retire from active labor 


and enjoy the accumulation of an honorable 
past, is he whose name we place at the head 
of this biographical notice. Mr, Morris is a resi- 
dent of Clinton, and was born in Leicestershire, 
England, Oct. 31, 1833. He is ason of James and 
Esther (Johnson) Morris, likewise natives of the 
mother country. James Morris was a road con- 
tractor, and had a family of eight children—Will- 
iam, John, Sarah A., Mary, Jane, Betsy, Martha and 
Daniel. Sarah, Martha and John were the only 
ones of the children who came to this country. 
The parents died in their native land, the father, 
June 2, 1865, and the mother, March Ol, 1848, 
John Morris was an inmate of the paternal house- 
hold until 11 years of age, when he engaged to work 
on the farm for eight years. After thus following 
agricultural pursuits, and when 19 years old, he 
worked on public works, and was thus employed 
until he came to the United States, in 1855. Ar- 
riving here, he. remained for a short time in the 
State of New York, and from there went to Ohio, 
where he lived for eleven months. In 1856 Mr. 
Morris, hoping to better his financial condition, 
came to this county and located at Clinton, where 
he worked ina brickyard, drove a team and was 
engaged in the limekiln business for some five 
years, He then embarked in the contracting and 
building business, which he alternated with buying 
Ps ps 
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and shipping stock, and passed some twenty years 
Of his life in these vocations. 
farm five miles from that city, on which he lived 
for some fifteen years, engaged in agricultural pur- 
suits, in which he met with far more than ordinary 
SUCCESS. 

Mr. M. is a self-made man in every respect that 
the word implies. Commencing life a poor hoy, 
he has by his own energy and perseverance accu- 
mulated a large property, and at this writing is the 
proprietor of some seven hundred acres of 200d 
farm land, situated in this county. Ile is also the 
owner of a fine property on Eighth avenue, which 
he purchased in 1881, and on which he erected a 
fine residence in 1883, where he is at present re- 
siding. 

Mr. Morris was married on the 10th of April, 
1856, to Miss Mary Vickerstaff, daughter of Thomas 
and Sarah (White) Vickerstaff, natives of England. 
Her father was a farmer by calling and his children 
were eight in number, six of whom are living: at 
this writinge—Elizabeth, Mary, George, Eliza, John 
and Isaac. The latter came to this country and is 
at present a resident of Clinton. Her father died 
Noy. 7, 1875, in his native land, aged 79 years, 
The mother of Mrs. Morris died March 27, 1880, 
also in the land of her nativity, and was likewise in 
her 79th year at the date of her demise. 

Mr. and Mrs, Morris have had born to them eight 
children—Annie, William, George, 
Emma, Robert and John S. 
children are 


John, Eliza, 
Only two of these 
| living—Annie and George. 
George married Miss Georgia Elee, and they are 
living on the parental homestead. Annie is resid- 
ing at home with her parents. Mr, Morris is a 
Republican in polities and has held the office of 
Road Commissioner, and is one of 
citizens of Clinton. 
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\y/ OFHN M. STICH, Principal and founder of the 
Art School of Clinton, is a resident of that 
city and one of its most highly endowed and 

( —Y/ talented citizens, including in his catalogue 
of instructions drawing with the pencil, pen and 
“rayon from copies and objects, casts and life 
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models, and lessons in perspective drawing. 





midst. 


Mr. Stich is a native of Bavaria, and was born 
IIe is the son of John D. and 
They were 
engaged in the manufacture of toys at Nurembure, 
Germany, where the father still continues in the 


June 13, 1842, 
Johannah Stich, natives of Germany. 


same business. 


Samuel, 


The subject of this biography attended the publie 
schools until he reached the age of 12 years, then 
passed an examination to enter the Preparatory De- 
preparing for the 


partment of the Polytechnie for 
Gewerbe School, where he remained two years. Ile 
left this to begin an apprenticeship to a lithographer, 
He also studied drawing in the art schools at Nurem- 
burg, and under the direction of Kreling, There 
he remained until 1861, then traveled through the 
principal cities of Germany and worked at litho- 
graphing and drafting. When the war broke out 
between North and South Germany, in 1866, he 
went to Munich, where he completed his study at 
the Academy of Arts, under W. Kaulbach. There 
he remained for four years, and in 1870 he left 
Germany, on the 12th of Avril, sailing from Ham- 
burg to the United States. After reaching New 
York he went to Cleveland, Ohio, and settled down 
in Elyria, Ohio. There he taught drawing and 
German and made a success of portrait-painting, 
During his stay at Elyria, he met and subse- 
quently married Miss Frankie Tyrrell, daughter of 
Horatio and Eliza Tyrrell. The nuptials were 
celebrated in 1872. Mr. and Mrs. Tyrrell were 
natives of Massachusetts and pioneers in Ohio, 
coming to the State at an early day and engaging 
in farming. During the first year of his settlement 
in that country he was compelled to follow Indian 
trails and marked trees to find his way. His family 
consisted of seven children, as follows: Edgar, 
Chase, Burt, Helen, Lucia, Marion and Frank. Mr. 
and Mrs. Stich have but one child—a son, J. Franz, 
born April 5, 1876. Mr. Stich came to Clinton 
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has been extremely successful in his work as a pro-| 
fessional artist, and has given Clinton reason to re- 
joice that such an institution was founded in its 


The family includes ten -ehildren, 
eight still living, as follows: John M., Christian, 
4 . , . 

George, Daniel, Sebastian, Babetta, Andrew and 
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June 13, 1875, and \ has remained here ever since, 
engaged in his art. Besides teaching drawing and” 
painting he is largely engaged making portraits in | 
water colors, crayon, India ink and oil. 

In polities our subject is a Republican and is a 
stanch and substantial member of the party, which 
he supports by sentiment and vote. He belongs to 
the Knights of Honor, and he and his wife are mem- 
bers of the Presbyterian Church. Tis residence is 
situated on Ninth avenue and is a desirable home, 
beautiful with the artistic surroundings one would 
expect of the eye and hand of its possessor. Le is 
a prosperous and suécessful citizen and is well liked, 
respected and popular as a man. 
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ALLACE SHADDUCK a farmer by oc- 
cupation, whose residence is situated on 
section 9, Elk River ‘Township, was born 

in the house in which he now lives, Aug. 23, 
1853. His father, Levi Shadduck, was also a 
farmer, and was born in Erie County, Pa., whence 
he removed to New York when a young man. Te 
was there married to Joanna Whitney, a native of 
New Jersey. Soon after marriage, the couple, with 
an eye to bettering their interests, removed West, 
cheered by news that came from the occidental 
regions of brilliant success and dazzling prosperity. 
About 1837 they settled in Iowa, selecting that part 
of Clinton County included in Elk River ‘Township 
as their home. The country was new and entirely 
unbroken, was sparsely settled and contained more 
Indians than white men; but, undismayed by the 
prospect, they began work in what was afterward 
~ their home, the husband purchasing and improving 
hj fi) a farm of 300 acres, 200 of which is now owned by 
‘erty the son, Wallace Shadduck. Mr. Shadduck, Sr., 

NS yes a pioneer, coming early to this section of 
Pp 228)| country and identifying himself with the growth of 
9) Clinton County, in which he was a representative 
4. citizen, active in the forwarding of any good enter- 
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t= |this life about 1871, leaving the world in the sum- 
{22 mer of that year, when beauty and gladness coy- 
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ered the earth like a mantle, and entering a hereafter 
more beautiful and blooming than any earthly 
summer, ; 

Mr. Wallace Shadduck lived at home until he 
attained the age of 28 years. At that time he was 
united in marriage at the home of the bride’s par- 
ents, in Elk River ‘Township, to Miss Elizabeth “Le- 
Kitterick. This event was celebrated March 15, 
1881, the bride being a native of Philadelphia, the 
date of her birth being Sept. 19, 1855. She is the 
daughter of James and: Sarah J. (Wilson) Me- 
Kitterick, both natives of Ireland, who came to the 
United States and settled in Philadelphia, in which 
city they were united in marriage, In the year 
[857 they came to this county, accompanied by 
their family, and founded their present home. 

Mrs. Shadduek is the mother of two danghters— 
Sarah A. and Lillie M. She isa member of the 
Congregational Church at Teed’s Grove and an 
active, working Christian, devoted to her faith and 
desirous of working out in her daily life the golden 
precepts of pure religion. Mr, §., politically, is a 
solid Republican, a keen, alert thinker and sup- 
ports his party with voice and vote. 
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OSEPH M. THOMAS was born in London- 
derry Township, Guernsey Co., Ohio, Mareh 

9, 1832, His father, Jonathan Thomas, was 

from Washington County, Pa., and was an 

early settler in Guernsey County, where he entered 
a tract of timber land, cleared a farm, and, locating 


there, worked it up to the date of his death, in 


1835. The maiden name of his wife was Abigail 
Thompson; she departed this life in 1865, on the 
old homestead. 

Our subject was the youngest of a family of ten 
children, and was but 3 years old when his father 
died. le attended school and assisted his older 
brother on the farm, learning much about agricult- 
ural pursuits, and remaining closely at home. His 
mother, on being left alone, remained unmarried, 
and, keeping the children together, became their 
constant friend and companion up to the time that 
each married or went out into the world to care 
eo ae 
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for himself. When our subject grew to manhood 
he took charge of the farm and cared for his mother 
until 1860, when he rented a farm six miles from 
the homestead. About the,time there came the call 
for more men to enter the Union service, he en- 
listed, in January, 1865, in Co. H, 185th Regt. Ohio 
Vol. Inf., and went to Kentucky. He was a good 
soldier and served until the close of the war, when 
he was discharged with the regiment, in September, 
1865. Returning home, he, in the spring of 1866, 
came to Clinton County and purchased the place he 
now occupies. Upon it he erected a good set of 
commodious and convenient frame buildings and 
otherwise improved the place, in which he took an 
honest pride and pleasure. 

Mr, ‘Thomas was married in April, 1858, to Mary 
McClenahan, who was a native of Londonderry 
Township, Guernsey Co,, Ohio. She died June 6, 
1883, leaving six children, as follows: Jennie <A., 
Lena N., John N., Robert M., William J. and 
Anna EK, 

Mr, and Mrs, 'T. joined the United Presbyterian 
Church in Ohio, and were earnest, working Chris- 
tians. They united with that organization in De 
Witt, when they came to Iowa, and he was for a 
number of years Trustee of the church. 

Mr. ‘Thomas is in politics a stanch Republican, 
upholding its principles by voice and vote. 

His second matrimonial alliance was made Jan. 
1, 1885, with Sophia 'T, Pew, a native of Pennsyl- 
yania, born in Harrisville, Butler County, and the 
daughter of Joseph S. and Maria (Kyle) Pew, 
They are the parents of one child—Abraham §, 
api i * pistes: | oy hes U nited Presbyterian 

l » Us 8 her predecessor, but was formerly 
connected by membership with the Presbyterian 
denomination. 
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ON. A. J. LEFFING WELL, present Dis- 
a * trict Judge for Clinton, Scott, Jackson and 
™ Muscatine Counties, whose portrait is on the 
Opposite page, was born at Sag Harbor, Long 
Island Sound, N, Y., in 1832. A simple nar- 
ration of facts connected with the life of our 
Subject is all that’ is necessary to perpetuate his 
mume for years to come, as they are facts which 
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comprise acts beneficial to the county and commu- iq (te 
nity in which he has lived. We shall, therefore, a * 
in this brief notice, simply state, as his biographi- 
eal history, some of the main facts of his past life. | 

The parents of Judge Leffingwell were William fmae= 
and Fannie (Lewis) Leflingwell. They came to nl fk: 
this State in 1839, and located in Muscatine County, Rees | 
where for six years his father was engaged in farm- jij 
ing. He then moved into Muscatine village. He 
was & prominent man in his community, respected 
and honored for his sterling worth and integrity, 
and while a resident of Muscatine held many Offices 
of honor and trust, among which were County 
Judge, Clerk of the Court, Justice of the Peace, 
Mayor and City Treasurer. He died in 187 6, aged 
77 years. His good wife followed him to’ the land 
of the hereafter in 1884, aged 84 years. 

A. J. Leflingwell was 6 years of age when his 
parents moved to Muscatine County. He was 
there reared on a farm and attended the common 
schools, receiving therein a rudimentary edueation. 
He afterward supplemented. his education by a 
course of study in the Towa State College. When 
1) years of age, young Leflingwell accepted a posi- 
tion as clerk in a drugstore( and for two years oe- 
cupied his time in mixing pills and filling preserip- 
tions at Museatine, and was also in the same busi 
ness for about a month at Keokuk, and about one 
year at Saint Louis. In 1856 he came to Lyons 
and engaged in the drug bisiness, after which he ° 
was collector on the ferry at Lyons for awhile. 
He then returned to Muscatine, his former home, 
and was there a resident until 1859, when he 
crossed the plains to Cottonwood Springs, Colo. 
Returning, after a short absence, he entered the 
law office of H. O, Conner, at Muscatine, and 
studied jurisprudence under his instruction until 
1861, when he was admitted to the bar. The same 
day he was admitted to practice, he became a part- 
her Of his former instructor, and the ecopartnership 
continued to exist until 1867. During the year 
last named, Judge Leflingwell formed a partner- 
ship with his brother, William E., in the law busi- 
hess, and they continued together until about 1874. 
Mr. L. was elected Judge of Clinton, Scott, Jackson 
and Muscatine Counties in 1884, has served in that 
capacity until the present time, and is a candidate 
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for re-election. We will not comment on his rul- 
ings or ability as a judge or lawyer, for he has 
been before the people long enough and has passed 
upon so many intricate points of law that all that 
is necessary to determine his ability in jurispru- 
dence is to refer to his record. 

Judge Leffingwell was married in 1868, to Miss 
Clara L. Curtis, a native of Ohio and a daughter 
of George M. and C. L. (Bates) Curtis, natives of 
Vermont and New York respectively; her parents 
came to this State in 1855, and settled in Clinton 
County. Of this happy union five children have 
been born, of whom the two eldest are deceased, 
The record is as follows: Leora E., born Oct, 17, 
1870, died Dec. 21, 1878; George W., born Novy, 
18, 1871, died Aug. 20, 1872; Josephine, born 
March 13, 1873; Mabel I., March 1, 1875, and 
Edith P., March 9, 1884. 

In politics Judge Leflingwell is a Democrat. 
Our subject isa member of the I, O. O. F., the 
United Workmen and the Iowa Legion of Honor, 
He has held the office of Alderman, City Clerk for 
three terms, Secretary of the School Board, and 
was the first City Solicitor of Lyons. While a resi- 
dent of Muscatine he was City Attorney and also 
Justice of the Peace. He has a fine residence on 
Third street, Lyons, the first door from the National 
Bank, going south. 


eaece oe 1). la ae 


R. G. M. DAVIS, ex-Mayor of Lyons City 
and one of her prominent, respected and 
honored citizens, was born in Montgomery 
County, Ohio, Oct. 1, 1820. He is a self- 

made man in all the word implies, and whatever 

success he has met with in life is*attributable to his 
own push and energy, he having received no legacy 
from any source whatsoever. ‘The parents of Dr. 
i|Davis were John and Elizabeth (Colchur) Davis, 

J natives of New Jersey. From their native State 
ing they removed to Ohio and were among the first 

yy fs) I settlers 4 in what is now the thriving and busy city 

, Beet Dayton, from which place they subsequently re- 
Me Himoved to Troy, Miami Co., Ohio, There they 

Ey dapilived until 1834, when they removed to Boone 

* County, Ind., and there resided till their demise. 
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Mr. Davis was a man of good habits and thorough 
integrity, but did not possess that business tact 
which was necessary to acquire and retain wealth, 
consequently he left tg his children only that 
richer heritage— The children 
of their family who lived to attain the age of man 
and womanhood were eleven in number, but at this 
writing only three survive, namely, Richard B6., 
George M, and Margaret R. 

George M. Davis at the age of 12 years was en- 
gaged by the proprietor of a paper, the Troy Times, 
to ink the type, and also had three distributing 
routes in the country. He delivered his paper on 
a bobtailed horse, and with horn in hand notified 
the subscribers of his coming, and on two of these 
routes of twenty miles each received the magnificent 
sum of twenty-five cents apiece and on the other 
was allowed thirty-one cents. Ile was in the em- 
ployment of that office about three years, and al- 
though fifty-three years have passed since he was 
engaged in that business, a short time since he was 
happily reminded of his former vocation by receiy- 
ing from a friend an issue of the paper which he 
inked and distributed, the date of it being Nov, 23, 
1882, and which Dr. Davis has now in his library. 
The time not employed in distributing papers was 
occupied during this period in attendance at the 
common school, at which his education was prin- 
cipally obtained. Subsequently, after removing to 
Indiana with his father, he entered his brother’s 
office and studied medicine and was there admitted 
to practice, in 1840. After having received his 
license the doctor engaged in the practice of his 
profession, which he followed for fifteen years with 
marked success. Wishing for a larger field in 
order to exercise what financial ability he possessed 
and also in which to practice his profession, he 
came to this county and located at Lyons, where 
he has since continued to reside, and where, for 
five years after his first coming, he practiced medi- 
cine, . 

In 1857 Dr. Davis was elected by the people 
State Senator from his district, being the candidate 
of the Republican party, and during the same year 
his brother, William P., was elected a Senator in 
Jowa, and another brother, John §$., was also elected 
a State Senator in Indiana, which coincidence § sel- 
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he Senate Dr. Davis served on several important com- garet A. Duskey, in 1844. She was a native of 
E mittees and bore a conspicuous part in shaping the Butler County, Ohio, and bore her husband one 


legislation of that period. In the extra session he 
was prominent in advocating such measures as were 
required during the early period of the war, in 
furnishing supplies hecessary for the troops then 
enlisting from this State. THe subsequently spent 
much time and was very efficient in securing en- 
listments from this State. In 1864 the doctor was 
appointed Postmaster of Lyons by President Lin- 
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chill—Marearet A. Mrs. Davis died in 1849, and ae 
the doctor was a second time married, Nov. 16, ay 
1855, Sarah A. Carnahan being the other contract- t Ne 
ing party. She was a native of Indiana and alte 

daughter of Rev. James A. Carnahan, a distin- 
guished Presbyterian divine and one of the founders 
Of Wabash College, Of her union with our subject 
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four children have been born—Eugene F., Cora 
h eoln and held the office for six years, giving entire L., Gertrude M. and Mabel C. 
0 satisfaction to the people. After leaving the post- 
f 1 office ‘the doctor turned his auvenvion to the eon- te tg 
qua Struction of railroads. He was the prime mover in 
0 the organization of the Midland Railroad Company 7 i 
ganiza , ‘ LULO% pany, ARWIN L. RYDER. Among the business- 


and bore a leading part in carrying that enterprise 
to a successful completion. During this time he 
was Managing Director, and it was largely his 
financial ability and skill which enabled him to CALTY 
the work through to a finish, 


men Of substantial merit and integrity and 
uprightness of purpose resident in Clinton 
County is our subject, who is in the real 
estate and insurance business and does good, sub- 
stantial work. He was born in Erie County, N, be? 
Sept. 13, 1847, and is the son of W ilson and Diana 





After the completion 
of the above-mentioned road, the doctor spent sey- 


| 
| 

hy eral years in contracting and railroad construction (Barcley) Ryder, the former a native of New York 
nk on Other important roads. Since abandoning the | and of Knickerbocker stock. ‘The Barcleys are of 
i latter vocation he has been occupied in real-estate Quaker ancestry and originally from New Jersey. 

is transactions and farming, At the present time he Our subject spent. his boyhood in Erie County, 
i has a fine farm in Crawford County, and also one | and onr aching the age of 12 moved to Cattarau- 
hf adjoining the corporation of. the city of Lyons, | gus County, From the first he showed an interest 
i about one hundred and lifty acres of it being lo- | in his studies and soon completed a literary educa- 
1 cated inside the corporation, He is one of the pro- | tion. He took care of himself at 12, and at 15 he 
If prietors of the Lyons Lumber Company, and Vice- | was apprenticed to “ubinet-making, his father’s 
Hi ee of the company. business, He remained associated with his father 
Hf fa roe the ercnten POFuba pf his life the doctor | in Cattarangus County until he was 17 years of 
yg na an active interest in the polities of the | age, at which time he enlisted in the United States 





county—first during the existence of the Whig 


' Navy, and served until the end of the war. Re- 
party, and after that as an ©pponent of slavery he 


turning’ home, he spent one year at his trade in 





joined the Republican party and was prominent 
and conspicuous in its councils in this portion of 
the State for Inany years. During the war he was 
a stanch Union man, At the present time, beliey- 
ing that the Democratic party on the leading meas. 
ure before the country, ree trade, are more in ac- 
cord with his views of public policy, he mainly 
afliliates with that party. He has been identified 
with the prosperity of the city schools and has 
j been a member of the School Board for some twelve 
or fifteen years. 
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years. In August, 1871, our subject came West 


six months. 


Va oe et 


Cattaraugus County, N. Y., and in the following 
year, having reached the age Of 19, he joined his 
brother, James H., now of Buffalo, and together 
they conducted a business two years. He then 
sold out and engaged himself in farming for two 





and stopped at Beloit, Wis, ‘There his wife’s rel- 
‘tives lived, and at that place he engaged with the 
firm of Kendall & Purvis, wholesale cigar and to- 
bacco merchants, He was traveling salesman for 
He selected Clinton to locate in, and 
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Feb. 29, 1872, he came, here and engaged in the 
insurance business as a traveling agent through the 
country. He followed this occupation three years, 
representing the American Fire Insurance Company, 
of Chicago; then, in 1875, he established an office 
and has remained in the business since. In the 
interval of years he has increased in popularity and 
business ability and worth, and now has. an im- 
mense annual business, doing the largest real- Cieite 
work of any in this city. 

Mr. Ryder was married in New York to Almira 
M. Preston, daughter of William and Margaret 
(Becker) Preston, of Knickerbocker stock. The 
former was a lumber merchant and lived in Pennsyl- 
vania. The pleasant little home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ryder is ever hospitably opened to old friends and 
new. They belong to the Baptist Chureh and as 
members ably assist in supporting it. Our subject 
is a member of the A. O, U. W. and VY, ALS, of 
of Iowa and the G. A. R., and isa Republican in 
politics. 
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ON. LORING WHEELER, one of the pio- 
neers of Clinton County, residing at De 
Witt, has been more prominently connected 
with the political history of this county, 
probably, than any other resident within her bound- 
aries. He is a native of the Granite State, and was 
born in Westmoreland, Cheshire County, July 16, 
1799. He isason of John and Sarah (Boynton) 
Wheeler, natives of Massachusetts. The grand- 
father of our subject, John Wheeler, was a native 
of Massachusetts, a soldier in the War of the Revo- 
lution and participated in the battle of Bunker 
Hill. We spent his fortune in that strugele, and 
after peace had been declared removed to New 
qj Hampshire and was an early settler at Westmore- 
I land. The father of Loring Wheeler was a farmer 
y by occupation, and his son was brought up to that 
” calling, and labored at the same until 17 years of 
age, on his father’s place. He then entered the 
il academy at Chesterfield, N. H., and from the be- 
1) ginning took an advanced position in his class. He 
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' returned to his native town and engaged as clerk in 
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_in a general store, as clerk, 


A remained i in that institution for two years, when he — 
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a general store. While acting in this capacity he 
received numerous letters from friends, his class- 
mates at school, at Alton, IL, giving glowing 
descriptions of the then Far West. April 21, 1821, 
accompanied by three others, he started with two 
horses and a carriage for Illinois. Starting south- 
ward, they kept, by the river until they reached 
Hartford, Conn,, when they took the New Haven 
road for New York. From that city they crossed 
the Alleghanies to Pittsburg, where they purchased 
a flatboat and embarked, team and all, down the 
Ohio River. Having plenty of time, they occa- 
sionally stopped at some village and drove into 
the country several miles, and returning to their 
boat kept on their journey down the river until 
they reached Shawneetown, Ill. There they dis- 
posed of their boat and started with their team for 
Alton. Their route was through a country sparsely 
settled, but, reaching their destination, our sub- 
ject remained a short time and then went to Greene 
County, in that State, where he found employment 
and held that position 
for two years. He then removed to Morgan 
County, in that State, and became an employe of 
Col. Enoch C. Marsh, an extensive trader and 
flour-manufacturer, While in his employ our sub- 
ject was ofttimes sent to New Orleans with various 
kinds of produce, and at various times officiated 
in every capacity of a boatman, including Mate 
and Captain. A writer in the Clinton County 
Advertiser says: ** Capt. Wheeler saw the first flat- 
boat that ever floated out of the Illinois River and 
also the first steamboat that ever ascended that 
viver.”’ In 1827 there was considerable excite- 
ment regarding the lead-mines at Galena, and Mr. 
Wheeler, resigning his position and leaving the 
employ of Mr. Marsh, went to that city and 
engaged in mining, at which he continued until the 
breaking out of the Black Hawk War, in 1882. 
Ile enlisted as private in that contest, and served 
until its close in that capacity. After the capture 
of Black Hawk he returned to Galena and lived 
there until 1834, when he erossed the river to 
Dubuque, which was at that time included in the 
Territory of Michigan. In December of that year 
he was appointed Chief Justice of Dubuque 
County, which included a large portion of what ts 
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now the State of Iowa. After holding the office 
one term, he resigned, and, in company with Hiram 
Loomis, he opened a store in Dubuque, under the 
firm name of Wheeler & Loomis, and they carried 
on the business successfully for two years. In 
18536, accompanied by Alvin Harrison, whose sister 
he afterward married, our subject came to this 
county and took up a claim near the present site of 
De Witt, and on the 4th day of July of that year, 
assisted by his neighbors, he raised a log cabin on 
his claim, which had shakes for the roof and pun- 
cheons for a floor. Mr. Wheeler soon returned to 
Dubuque and resided in that vicinity until 1841, 
He then started with horses and a sleigh for this 
county, accompanied by his family. They came 
down the river and remained all night at Bellevue, 
then in the morning they pushed on their journey 
and reached a Mr. Doolittle’s, near Camanche, 
They remained all night, and the following day took 
supper ata Mr, Brophie’s, and the next day reached 
their future home at Round Grove and slept in the 
little log cabin which Mr, Wheeler had built in 
1856. Mrs. Wheeler says that she very distinetly 
remembers the first night she slept there, and that 
she could see the stars by peering through the 
cracks in the roof. It was in that house Mrs. 
Wheeler entertained the County Judge and mem- 
bers of the bar. Mr. Wheeler invited them to dine 
with them, and on entering the house he apologized 
for the seeming poverty, but the good wife replied, 
“Oh, well, if we can stand it right along, his Judge- 
ship certainly can for at least one meal,” which 


brought a smile to the countenance of 


his Judge- 
ship. 


Mrs. Wheeler was in the county four months 
before she had the pleasure of seeing a white 
woman, Flour was scarce, but meat they had in 
in abundance, it being deer and other wild game, 
Our subject caught a young fawn, and Mrs, 
Wheeler tamed it and kept it as-a pet for two years, 
when it strayed away and was shot, | 

In 1849 Mr. Wheeler started for California, being 
lured to that country by the glowing accounts of 
the discovery of an abundance of precious metal. 
A company was formed, of which Mr. Wheeler was 
chosen “colonel,” which accounts for his having 
that title, and the journey was made overland, At 
Fort Laramie the company divided on account of 
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the searcity of provisions, and the party with which 
Mr. Wheeler was connected reached the gold mines 
of California October 25 of that year. He re- 
mained in that State until 1853, when he returned 
to this county via Nicarauga. 

Mr. Wheeler was elected Senator for the Terri- 
tory of Wisconsin and met with the Legislature at 
Belmont. In 1846 he was elected State Senator in- 
Towa, and was a member of the first lowa Senate. 
Prior to that he was elected, in 1841, the first 
Clerk of Clinton County. In 1854 he was elected 
Clerk of the District Court, and held that position 
until 1863. .He also served upon the Board of 
County Supervisors for four years. 

Loring Wheeler was married Feb. 8, 1837, to 
Susan Roe Harrison. She was born in Harrison 
County, Ky., Jan. 5, 1816, and was a daughter of 
Andrew and Martha (Crockett) Harrison. Her 
father was a cousin of President Harrison and a 
native of Virginia. Her mother was a cousin of 
Col, Davy Crockett, born in 1774, Mr. Harrison’s 
father was a soldier in the War of the Revolution. 
In 1820 her parents moved to Ohio and were early 
settlers in Champaign County. Her father died 
there in 1826, and her mother, with ten children, | 
removed from that State to Sangamon County, TL., 
whence they went to Tazewell County, in that 
State. The Indians came to Mrs. Harrison’s home i a 
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then a little girl, togethcr with another little girl 
who lived five miles distant, told them that one 
day they intended to come and kill all the white 
folks, except those two. Mrs. Wheeler’s mother 
concluded not to remain there, and returned to 
Sangamon County. It was not a joke, for a few 
days later the whites were murdered by the Indians 
and the little girl referred to was taken by them 
into captivity. In 1833 Mrs. Harrison, with seven 
of her children, came to Dubuque, then included in 
the Territory of Wisconsin; there was but one 
house in that city at that time. She rented a log 
house there, and kept the first hotel in that city. 
She died there in 1860. Her son, Jesse Harrison, 
was in the Winnebago and Black Hawk Wars; he 
kept hotel several years and was also engaged in 
mining; Andrew Harrison was a practicing physi- 
cian and lived in Missouri until his demise, in 1885; 
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Alvin G. Harrison was\a pioneer of De Witt, and 
died at the home of Mrs. Wheeler, of this notice: 
Alexander Harrison was engaged in the hotel busi- 
A; ness with his brother some years, amassed quite a 
oa property, never married, and died in 1885; Melissa 
uh Harrison never married, kept house for her brother 
: Alexander until his death, and departed this life in 
1886; and there is one sister of Mrs. W heeler, 
Martha Bunyon, yet living in Ohio. 

The children of Mr. and Mrs. Wheeler of this 
notice were nine in number, three of whom are yet 
living: George, born Noy. 22, 1841, lives in De 
— Witt; Thomas W. was the first white male child born 
in De Witt, the date of his birth being July 12, 
1845; Fannie, their only daughter, was born Sept. 
22, 1854, married Frank Cottrell, Feb, 23, 1876, 
and is living in De Witt; Jesse H., born Aug. 12, 
1848, died in November, 1876; Lloyd B., born Jan, 
3, 1847, died in 1884. Four of the children died in 
infancy. Thomas enlisted June 11, 1862, in Co. 
A, 21st Iowa Vol. Inf., and served until the close of 
war; while at Camp McClellan he was post bugler, 
after which he was clerk at brigade headquarters. 
George was also a soldier in the late war, Thomas 
married and his wife died, leaving one child, named 
Maud L, 

Col. Wheeler is a member of the Masonic fra- 
ternity. He was a Whig until 1856, and has voted 
the Republican ticket ever since, and will continue 
to do so until his death. 
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HILIP DEEDS. Among’ the pioneers of 
this county who have accumulated largely 
of this world’s goods through their own in- 
domitable energy and perseverance, and 
who are now enabled to retire from the active 
labors of life upon a well-earned competency, is the 

Qe ujeentleman whose name heads this biographical no- 

f i{tice, now living in Lyons. He was born in Todd 
(Bt County, Ky., Feb. 24, 1812, and came here in 
“a : ny (1837, and since that tinie has been closely connected 
er of ‘e); with the development of the county. The parents 
py of Mr. Deeds were Jacob and Louisa (Wyatt) 
ae. 1 Deods, natives of Maryland and ‘Tennessee respect- 

4 ; Baa ively. The parents came to Illinois in 1821, and 


ee ee tet 


TS 


— 


=e _ SSa] == 
==[iq 
a 


eeraraa 


= 
rit 
——| 


aE) 
=r 


— 


f 


fl 


a 


= 


Se 


——J f— sf —s | 


ie 
a 


if 





a 


= ——- — 
(ese 


} 


4 
S| 
4 


Bea PP ibemaiear ind EoaR eka 

4 aah. SA ae rs ny ye . 
=o perenne Ui . ive at pera Yr se rt Ae 
aes oh lee rhe <-. iat BU yr Ss - +r Va 

he} ye 4 ’ : |; w 

Ub a |e sepagessict] rs 

ek tT pd ot ed Tt] hyo Fis 










































Sk 





Teseag on \2 ry 4 
Oe ee ed et tt S| ee 





PS See ee eet eseorse sess ; 
Theneepetitestetiireeee! ws | 
eiiveeeet i tie setserseees Lit hg. 
UXUOEXEEe errr. 












-_——— 





made settlement in Carroll County, where the father 
of our subject purchased land and engaged in agri- 
cultural pursuits and there continued to reside until 
his death, His good wife also died in that State. 
The children of the parents were nine in number, 
all of whom have passed to the home beyond the 
grave except two—our subject and Joseph. The 
latter resides in Arkansas and is a sturdy tiller of 
the soil. 

Philip Deeds was an inmate of the parental 
household until 22 years of age, and during’ that 
time assisted his father in the labors of the farm 
and attended the common school. 
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After leaving 
home he went to Dubuque, and there engaged in 
the lead-mines and was thus occupied for some 
time. From the latter place he came to this coun- 
ty, arriving at what is now Lyons in 1837, and in 
the neighborhood of that place purchased 260 acres 
of land on section 21, Lyons Township. There 
were two small log houses and a blacksmith-shop 
on the place, and Mr. Deeds paid for the land $500 
—that is, he paid for the gentleman’s claim to the 
land the sum named, and when it came into market 
he pre-empted the land and paid for it. On that 
same tract of land our subject has resided until the = 
present time, and has made improvements thereon : 
amounting to $30,000. From the date of his first ; 


AEXLETE UNECE NIERERRSERUNREPULEVECS ISS 


See 


TITTLE 


SS SSSSESSESSSSSESSIFSESESAESSSSSSH*¢SD SEES Seeeeceeeoeeece 


- > — 
RVESEX PANERE LEYTE REEPERAASSEE 
ge he el et kk ek gd ped ped ped pd et 





settlement there he has been actively engaged in 
the duties of an agriculturist, and has met with far 
more than ordinary success in the prosecution of 
his vocation. When he first located at Lyons there 
were only three families there. The country was 
wild and the Indians numerous, and they would 
often come to his house and he would give them 
bread and meat, and in return therefor they would 
bring him fish and wild game. 

Politically, Mr. Deeds votes with the Democratic 
party. He has held the office of School Director 
and has also been a member of the School Board. i 
Ie was a soldier in the Black Hawk War, enlisting 
from Illinois, his term of service consisting of four 43 
months, i 
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The marriage of our subject’ with Miss Paulina 
Mill took place in 1837. She was born in Bata- 
via, N, Y., in 1817, and bore her husband four 
children, three of whom are living at this writing, 
namely, Amanda, the wife of Dr. Thompson, and 
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residing in Kansas; Oscar K., married and living’ in 
Tipton, Iowa, and Angeline, the wife of De Witt 
Wingett, 4d residing in Lyons. The good wife 
and mother died in 1864, and Mr, Deeds was a see- 
ond time married, in 1866, Miss Julia Altman be- 
ing the other contracting party, She is a native of 
Indiana, Indiana Co,, Pa.; she has been a resident 
of the county twenty-one years. She is a member 
of the Presbyterian Church, 


sede 


OHN H. BOYD, M. D., was born in Fair- 
field Township, Westmoreland Co., Pa, May 
24,1816, Tis father, Robert Boyd, was a 
native of the North of Ireland, and came to 

America when a young man, settling in Philadel- 
phia. There he engaged in mereantile pursuits, 
and being by nature studious and possessed of a re- 
markable memory, he studied law at such odd times 
as he could find, and was admitted to the bar, 
About 1810 he went to, Westmoreland County, 
where he was a pioneer settler. He purchased tim- 
ber land in that section of country, and superin- 
tended its clearing, while at the same time he con- 
He died in 
Butler ‘Township, Pa., at the home of his son, Will- 
iam $., in-his 95th year, His wife, by name Nancy 


| Nordine, was born in Philadelphia and departed 


this life in Fairfield Township, Pa. 

There were born of this union a family of twelve 
children, consisting of eight sons and four daugh- 
ters. John H. was the eighth in order of birth, 
and after attaining the proper age became a stu- 
dent in Washington County, Pa., where he attended 
Allegheny College and also Butler Academy, 
After leaving these institutions he taught school 
one year, then, taking a place in a brother's drug- 
store, clerked for some time, and then began the 
study of medicine under Dr. Collings Linn, and sub- 
sequently with Dr. Dupontial. He then com. 
menced to practice medicine in Clarion County, 
Pa., where he continued for seven years. He then 
practiced at New Brighton, Beaver Co., Pa., and 
there remained until 1855, In that year he opened 


; tn Office at De Witt, Iowa, remaining in company 
) with Dr. John Kelly until 1861, after which he oc- 
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cupied the office alone. He has been successful in 
gaining a good patronage and has given the peo- 
ple substantial reason to feel confidence in his 
ability, both as a physician and aman, 

Mr. Boyd was married in 1840, on the Ist of 
April, to Hannah M. Messenger, who was born in 
New York, Sept. 5, 1822. Of this union have been 
born five children, four of whom are now living. 
They bear names as follows: Phoebe E., wife of 
William L. Spellswood, living in Crawford County, 
Iowa; Robert E., born Aug. 6,1846,a graduate of 
the University of Michigan, who practiced with his 
father two years, then removed to Dunlap, Lowa, 
where he died after a period of two years of suc- 
cessful practice; Nancy, wife of John Dobler, living 
in De Witt; Mary E., wife of Henry Conhiser, liv- 
ing in Loup City, Neb.; Lilian H. married Kdgar 
Kendall, and lives in Sully County, Dak. Mrs. 
Boyd died Feb, 14, 1872. 

Mr. Boyd belongs to Right-Hand Lodge, No. 
281, A. F. & A. M., and is a man of wide influence 
and good social qualities. 
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RIEDRICH DOHRMANN. Among’ the 
farmers and citizens of Clinton County may 
be found the subject of this personal history, 

whose home is situated on section 16, Center Town- 
ship, and who was born ii Holstein, Germany, June 
6, 1856. He came to America in 1858, and landed 
in New York City. He went from that point to 
Stillwater, Minn., where he remained one year, 
then removed to this county and purchased 180 
acres of land. , 

Mr. Dohrmann married, Sept. 2, 1864, Mrs. Dora 
Thompson, who was born in Schleswig, Jan. 4, 
1833, and who was the daughter of Jacob and 
Catherina Holling. Mr. and Mrs. Dohrmann have 
three children—Julius, born March 20, 1866; 
Henry, born June 30, 1868, and Caroline, born 
Aug, 11, 1871. | 

Mr, Dohrmann, as previously stated, has 180 
acres Of land, and is one of the best and most sub- 
stantial citizens of Center Township. He is also 
worthy, able and industrious in matters of business, 
and is highly respected by the community as a good 


« Heche 
“; = ie. . 


— 


ae 


“———) L 


4 
ri r 


7 


hea 
a 


I 










































~ 
; 


Re 
a 


man and a successful farmer. He enlisted during 
the Rebellion, and fought in defense of his adopted 
country. He joined Co. KE, 26th Iowa Vol. Inf., in 
1862, under Col. Smith. They mustered in at 
Clinton. During his service in the army he was 
ordered to Helena, Ark. He served only seven- 
teen months, on account of the loss of his right 
eye. This was caused by a long illness, during 
which he lay in the hospital for five months. He 
took part in a number of general engagements and 
was at Arkansas Post. He was honorably dis- 
charged Dec. 14, 1864. “He made an excellent 
record as a soldier, being willing to fight and if 
need be to die for his country in her hour of need. 
He now draws a pension of $10 per month. 

Mr. Dohrmann is a member of the Lutheran 
Church and is loyal to his belief, living his religion 
honestly and practically. In politics he is a Re- 
publican, He has been Road Supervisor for two 
years and is eminently fitted in character to occupy 
township and_ county offices. 
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LAUS H. OTTO. One of the principal resi- 
_ dents of Clinton County may be found in 
the person of our subject, whose home lies 
on section 25, in Eden Township. He was born in 
Holstein, Germany, Dee. 23, 1818. He attended 
school until he reached the age of 15, and then en- 
gaged as an apprentice to learn the carpenter's 
Lu trade, at which he served for three years. He then 
= 4| followed journeyman work until 1852, and then set 
|| sail, March 15 of that year, from Hamburg to Amer- 
| | ica. He reached New York aftera voyage of seven 
Hi| weeks and went directly to Davenport, lowa, where 
—— he engaged in trade for two years. He then re- 
; moved to Camanche, Clinton County, and contin- 
Basa ued business there until 1867, when he bought the 
| i farm where he now lives, His first purchase was 
=e 180 acres of land, and he afterward bought other 
a land until he had 360 acres. This he has about 
i iba, equally divided among his children, 
ae Mr. Otto. was married, Sept. 22, 1849, to Miss 
, Julia Boe, a native of Holstein, and they are the 
f “i parents of seven children, namely, Lena, who mar- 
tied James Barnes and died at Clinton in 1873; 
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John lives in Eden Township; Henry also lives m 
the same township; Dora is the wife of Adolph 
Kuhl, and a resident of Crawford Couffty, Iowa, 
and Charley H. carries on the homestead, which he 
Louise, wife of Gustave 
Harmon also resides 


occupies with his parents; 
Lutt, lives in Eden Township; 
there. 
After living a time in America, Mr. Otto re- 
turned to Germany and visited with friends for two 
months. He is as fond and proud of the Father- 
land as of yore, but has adopted free America very 
strongly into his heart of hearts, and speaks highly 
of it since his réturn from Europe. 
WV LOU OKE™ ot nD DVI 
OHN BLESSINGTON. The subject of this 
personal history is well known and highly 
esteemed for his upright character, his strong 
principle and his worthiness for official duty. 
He is the Superintendent of the Clinton County In- 
firmary, or Poor Farm, and cares for its unfortunate 
inmates, discharging the duties of his position with 
hearty interest and zeal which speak well for him. 
Mr. Blessington was born in Ireland, County 
Longford, Oct. 10, 1825, and at the age of fourteen 
years he came to America with his parents and 
landed at New York City, proceeding to Barnard, 
Vt., where he remained until the spring of 1847, 
at which time his father and family went to Keno- 
sha, Wis. Mr. Blessington of this sketch in the 
fall went to Lowell, Mass,, where he remained until 
May, 1855, and at that time came to Lyons, in this 
county, where he was engaged as a farmer until 
1866, and in that year he embarked in mercantile 
pursuits in Lyons in company with John Bolan, re- 
maining as associate partner with him until 1868, 
when he gave up the trade and was elected City 
Marshal, which position he filled for two years to 
the entire satisfaction of all concerned. He was 
also Collector of the city; he was also Township 
Collector in 1868, and in February, 1876, he took 
charge of the Clinton County Poor Farm. Here he 
received a salary of $500 per year, and there was 
no asylum at the time, but since then a neat brick 
structure has been erected for the insane. 
present time he receives a yearly salary of $900, 
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and since his installation ‘into’ that office has dis- 
charged every duty with great credit to himself and 
satisfaction to others. He has profited Clinton 
County in a large degree, and he feels an honest 
pride in the institution which he has brought up to 
a higher standard. 

He married Miss Mary Howley, May, 22, 1855, 
at Lowell, Mass. They were united in St. Patrick’s 
Chureh, by Rey. Timothy O’Brien. She was born 
March 25, 1832, in County Clare, Ireland, of 
Nicholas and Bridget Howley. Her father died in 
the latter part of 1843, and her mother, who was 
born in 1794, died in 1878, at Charlotte, in this 
county, They were the parents of eight children, 
as follows: Michael, John, Bridget, Francis, Pat- 
rick, Johanna, Mary A. and Jane. 

Mr, Blessington is the son of John and Mar. 
garetta (Riley) Blessington, The former was born 
Jan, 6, 1785, and died Noy. 5, 1867. His wife was 
born in 1805, and died May 10, 1878. ‘Their fam- 
ily cirele was large, including thirteen children— 
Ann, Charles, Mary, Bridget, Margaret, James, John, 
Margaret, Philip, Thomas, Catherine, Elizabeth 
and Rosanna. Seven of these still survive, 

Mr. and Mrs. Blessington of this writing have 
had ten children, six of whom are still living. 
They are as follows: Charles F., born March 21, 
1856, died May 25, 1878; James A., born Nov. 2, 
1857, died Feb. 14, 1859; Mary A., born Aug. 16, 
1859; John, Oct. 28, 1861; Margaret L., March 6, 
1864; Eugene P., July 13, 1866, died in August, 
1867; Thomas Patrick, April 6, 1868, deceased ; 
Kdward J., July 3, 1870; William H., June 27, 
1875, and Herbert L., April 3, 1876. 


y/ . EWIS TRITES. Among: the life-long resi- 
dents of Clinton County who are masters of 
their vocation, and consequently have ob- 

tained success in life, is he of whom we write, 

Lewis 'Trites was born on De Witt Township, June 

29, 1848, and now resides on section 14, in that 

township, His father, Job Trites, was one of the 

pioneers of Clinton County and was. born in New 

Brunswick, Feb, 24, 1823. ‘The grandfather of our 

subject, William Trites, was also a native of New 
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Brunswick, and of German parentage. Job Trites 
‘as but 16 years of age when his parents came to 
the United States and settled in Ohio. His parents 
continued to reside there until 1842, when they re- |% 
moved to this State and located in Van Buren a ee 
County, and there lived until their death. Job} 
Trites lived with his parents in Ohio until 1840, | 
During that year, he, having heard of such bright 
prospects for men of limited capital in the unde- 
veloped territory west of the Mississippi River, de- 
termined to emigrate, Following up his determi- 
nation, he, in company with George W, Turner and 
family, came to this State and made settlement in 
this county. The journey was made overland with 
teams, they bringing their cooking utensils with 
them, camping by the wayside and preparing their 
frugal meals. Ile had not as yet joined the army’ 
of benediets, and on his arrival] here made a claim 
on what is now seetion I4, De Witt Township, 
He erected the usual log cabin on his place, and as 
soon as the Government placed the land in market 
he entered it, 

Job 'Trites was married, June 9, 1842, to Harriet 
Turner. She was born in New srunswick, Oct. 30, 
1515, and was the daughter of George and Nancy 
(Bishop) Turner. The Turner family came to the 
United States from Nova scotia, about 18388, and 
to this State in 1840. After their Inarriage they 
commenced housekeeping in the log cabin which 
Mr. Trites had erected or his land, and he at once 
began its improvement and cultivation. He con- 
tinued to follow agricultural pursuits there. until 
the breaking out of the late Qiv{] War, when he 
enlisted in Co. H, 26th Iowa Vol. Inf. “He was 
wounded in the battle of A rkansas Post, which was 
SO serious as to cause am putation and which resulted 
in his death, which occurred in the hospital at Mem- 
phis, 'Tenn., Feb, 4, 1863, He was a gentleman 
respected and honored by those who knew him, a HI 
self-made man in every respect, and a good and jf 
brave soldier. There were six children born of 
his union, three of whom are now living: Nancy 
A., wife of Dr. Warren Bird, a resident of De Witt 
Township; Lewis, the subject of this notice, and 
Edwin, who resides in Pocahontas County. 

Lewis Trites has been reared to the calling of a 
armer, He has always made De Witt Township fy 
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his home and always been engaged in agricultural 
pursuits, with the exception of two years, which he 
spent in Livingston County, Mo. At present he is 
occupied in the cultivating of the old homestead, 
He was married Dec. 5, 1877, to Miss Phebe 


ad e . 1 
~ Grace, born in Scott County, Lowa, and daughter of 
~ ; John and Elvira (Pearsall) Grace. The union has 


been blessed by the birth of two children, of whom 
Edna E., is the only one who survives. 

In politics Mr. Trites votes with the Republican 
party. 
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ANIEL LANGAN, M. D. As a repre- 
sentative of the medical profession of this 
county, and a gentleman who has attained 
prominence as a practitioner by carefully 

diagnosing his cases and bringing that skill to bear 
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years of careful study and constant practice, we 
take pleasure in mentioning the name of Dr, Lan- 
gan, now residing in De Witt. He was born in 
County Donegal, Ireland, in 1835, and is a son of 
James and Nancy (Sweeney) Langan, natives of 
the same county. 

Phe father of our subject was a farmer, and 
Daniel assisted him in his labors, in the meantime 
attending school and acquiring an early education, 
In 1852 our subject’s parents emigrated to this 
country, setting sail at Londonder ‘y, March &, and 
_ arriving at New York April 9 of the same year, 
=| The family at that time consisted of the father, 
mother and eight children. Soon after disembark- 
ing at New York they made their way to Chester 
County, Pa., where they located and lived until 
=!) 1859. During that year they came West, and, 
i i: TET IS in this age and nase mae a settle- 


Bi purchased ‘ dada onto which he moved with his 
ia family and for a number of years was occupied in 
its cultivation and improvement. Leaving the 
sd farm, the father moved into De Witt, where he 
ataroay passed the latter years of his life retired from active 
if labor, and where his demise occurred in 1875, 
an nied in his 72d yout. Ilis wife survives him, and 
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in their treatment which he is enabled to do by 








The names of the children of 
the parents are as follows: Bernard, living at Vale, 
and active labor; Bridget, wife of 
also a resident of Crawford 
County, lowa; Susan, wife of Daniel Logue, a 
resident of Washington Township, this county ; 
Daniel, our subject; Mary, wife of James Costello, 
a farmer of Crawford County; Hugh, engaged in 
real-estate business and also in stock-raising at 
Centerville, Dak., and who is a member of the 
Territorial Legislature; James, living in Vale, and 
engaged in the real-estate business; John, the fifth 
in order of birth, died in Washington ‘Township, 
aged 18 years. 

Daniel Langan was 17 years of age when he came 
to the United States with his parents. Soon after 
arriving he procured a situation as clerk in a hotel 
at Downington, Pa,, where he remained for five 
years. Ile then went to Wilmington, Del., and in 
company with another gentleman carried on the 
hotel business until the breaking out of the late 
Civil War. Our subject had in the meantime 
joined the National Guards, and at the first call for 
troops enlisted in Co. I, lst Regt. Del. Vol. Inf,, 
and was mustered into the service as First Lieuten- 
ant. He was detailed to take charge of thirty men 
to watch the moyements of the enemy between 
Washington and Baltimore, and after serving for 
the time of his enlistment, was hororably dis- 
charged. During the time he was carrying on the 
hotel business he devoted what leisure moments he 
could to the advancement of his education. It was 
at this time that he first began the study of medi- 
cine, and after his discharge from the army he con- 
tinued his studies in that line. In 1862 he 
matriculated at the University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor, and there prosecuted his medical studies 
until 1863. Te then entered the Medical Depart- 
ment of the University of Iowa, at Keokuk, Iowa, 
and graduated therefrom with honors, Receiving 
his diploma, he located at De Witt, hung out his 
shingle and immediately entered upon the practice 
of his profession, which he has increased and made 
a lucrative and stiecessful one. He is a member of 
the Clinton County, lowa State and the American 
Medical Associations. Dr. Langan is also a suecess- 
ful financier and has a beautiful residence in the 


two younger sons, 
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west part of De Witt. 
buying farm lands, having faith in their future 
hancement in value, and at the present time 
several fine farms in this county and is largely in- 
terested in lands in Crawford and Sac Counties, in 
this State, and ‘Turner and Clay Counties, Dak, 

Dr. Langan was married Sept. 5, 1865, to Miss 
Kllen Purcell. She was born in Indiana, and is a 
daughter of Thomas and Kittie Purcell, natives of 
Ireland. The children of Dr, and Mrs. Langan are 
Joseph C., Raymond C., Blanche J., Florence E, 
and Catherine Ellen, 

The doctor was a» Democrat until 1884, when he 
“jumped the fence,’ and voted for James (C. 
Blaine. ‘The family are members of the Catholic 
Church, Dr. L. has twice been President of the 
Clinton County Medical Society. 
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IIe has read 
several papers before that society on diphtheria and 
cerebro-spinal meningitis and several papers on 
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y 1 diseases peculiar to females, which were well re- 
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4 OHN P.SADLER, the subject of this history, 
ft : was, when a young man, a carpenter and 
uF brainer, but now is a farmer and takes an 
his active part in agriculture. His home is sit- 
: uased on section 20, in Center Township, and he is 
h } well known as a successful farmer and a first-class 
ne citizen. Mr, Sadler was born in Luxemburg, Ger- 
ne many, Noy, 7, 1837. He came with his father and 
HH brother to America in 1854, while his mother and 

je 


one sister staid in Germany. They afterward came 
to this country, in 1855, and landed in Boston, 
Mass., July 22. The father and son went to Buffalo, 
N. Y., where they remained all summer, working. at 
carpentering. In the following fall they went to 
Chicago, where they remained a month. Then, 
with his brother, Mr. Sadler started for Galena, but 
did not tarry in that city. They went on to Jack- 
son County, Iowa, where they staid over until 
spring. At that time they went to Dubuque, where 
our subject worked at his trade during the summer 
and then went southwest three miles, still pursuing 
his vocation, which he continued through the win- 
; ter. In May, 1855, his mother came to this county, 
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In 1870 he commenced 
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the next four years. 


tion ever since. This was in 1860. 


1868, 
thirty-six, 


* 
who knew her, 


in.the position of a mother. 
the Catholie Church, 
in perfect health, 


Elizabeth M., Sept. 10, 1876; 
1879, and Mary J., May 24, 1883, 

Our subject has been prospered, possessing at the 
present time 170 acres of land, and he has built a 
two-story dwelling, which is made convenient, He 
is a man Of large ability and has filled many town- 
ship and county positions, THe was Road Super- 
visor for one year, Both he and his family belong 
to the Catholic Chureh, Ty politics he is a Demo- 
erat. ' 


ENRY L. BARTER, editor of the Clinton 
County Democrat, at De W itt, was born in 
Ramsey County, Province of (Juebec, Can- 
ada, Aug. 25, 1834, and is a son of Nathan- 

iel and Catherine (Horton) Barter. When Mr. 

Barter was but six years of age, his parents re- 

moved to Ogdensburg, Saint Lawrence Co.; Ne x 

There our subject developed into manhood and re- 

ceived his education in the common schools, and at 

the age of fourteen began to learn the trade which 


he has followed almost continuously until the pres- 
ent time, 





Mr, Barter first began setting type in a printing- 
ollice in Potsdam, N. Y., where he learned the trade, 
and after two years, when sixteen, he went to Ful- 





he remaining at Key West, near Dubuque, during 
By doing so he accumulated 
some property, and he and his brother carried on 
business for themselves for two years. ‘They then 
commenced farming and have pursued that voca- 


Mr. Sadler married Miss Annie Retter Jan. 29, | 
She was born Sept. 10, 1847, in Pennsyl- 
Vania, and died Novy. 14, 1885, at the early age of 
She was a lovely and true Christian 
woman, who won the affection and sympathy of all 
She was a devoted mother and a 
tender wife and companion—one who seemed born 
* to warn, to comfort and command.” She left six 
children to mourn the loss of one well-nigh perfect 
She was a member of 
and when taken away seemed 
The children of her union with 
Mr. Sadler were Nicholas A., born Aug. 7, 1869; 
Theresa E., Sept. 10, 1872; Maggie, Sept. 3, 1874; 
Peter M., Oct. 28, 
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ton, N. Y., and was there employed in the office of 
the Fulton Patriot for another two years. We next 
find him in Milwaukee, setting type and making 
but little “ pi” in the office of the Milwaukee Daily 
News, where he remained for four years. 
the majority of printers, his love of adventure was 
great and he went to Kansas and started a paper in 
Atchison, and ran it with no small degree of sue- 
cess for two years. Returning East, he continued 
to work at his trade in Chicago for two or three 
years, when he again went back to Milwaukee, 

In 1864 Mr, Barter engaged in the service of the 
Government, holding a position in the Quarter- 
master’s department, and was thus occupied until 
the close of the war. 

Returning from the field of conflict, Mr. Barter 
located at Racine, Wis., and from that time until 
1880 he was working at the printer’s trade at Ra- 
cine, Milwsukee and Chicago. In 1879, he went to 
Port Byron, Rock Island Co., IIL, and established 
the Port Byron Weekly. This paper he continued 
to publish for about two years, when he crossed the 
river and located at Le Claire, Lowa. There he 
continued the publication of the Port Byron Weekly 
under a new naine, the Le Claire Pilot. ‘Two years 
of his time was occupied in publishing the latter 
paper, and then we find him in Davenport, editing 
the Liberal Free Press for about six months. From 
Davenport he came to Wheatland, in this county, 
and assisted in establishing the Wheatland Syecta- 
tor, and was connected with the same for about a 
year, when a stock company was established at Cal- 
amus and the Calamus Free Press came into exist- 

ence, This paper was published for about a year, 
- when another stock company was formed at Grand 
Mound, and the Grand Mound Herald was placed 
~ before the people. It lived for a year, and Dee. 1, 
1885, the Clinton County Democrat, of which Mr. 
=>) Barter is present editor, was established, and through 
his excelent management has attained a good cir- 
culation. 

Mr. Barter is a free and easy writer, possessing 
fearlessness suflicient to enable him to write accord- 
=| ing to the dictates of his own conscience, and he is 

certainly to be classified as one who is calculated to 
: fi | hapeke a success in the newspaper business. 
. Mr. Barter was married cag 6, 1860, to Julia 
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and with her parents landed at New York, pro- 
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Banker, born in Racine, Wis. They have had one § 
child, Estella, who is now deceased, 

As his paper will indicate, Mr. Barter is a Demo- 
crat in his political belief. He is a member of De 
Witt Camp of the Modern Woodmen of America. 
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LVA B. WAMMOND. The subject of this 
biographical sketch has always followed the 
pursuit of agriculture, and is located on 
section 24, Center Township. Te was born 5: 

in Ithaca, Tompkins Co., N. Y., June 26, 1818. 

He is the son of Miles and Rachel (Yaple) Ham- ¢ 
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mond, born and reared on the farm where our sub- : 
ject first saw the light. Her father was the first 
white settler in the community in which they lived, § 
and chopped down the first tree in that dense for- 
est. Ilis name was Jacob Yaple. The father of : 
our subject, Miles Hammond, was born Aug. 28, : 





1792, married in 1814, and died April 12, 1834. 5 
His wife was born March 7, 1799, and died Sept. § 
80, 1881. They were the parents of seven chil- 
dren, five of whom died in infancy. The names of § 
the children were Alva, Alzina, Asa, Elbert, Jacob, § 
Amanda and Miles, 

Our subject was married April 23, 1860, to Miss § 
Caroline Reyman, who was born March 5, 1841, in 
Saxony, Germany. She came to America in 1852, 


ceeding to Milwaukee, Wis., where they staid for § 
two years. They then moved to Dixon, Ill.  Pass- 
ing one year in that city, they came to Clinton § 
County. Her father’s name was John Reyman, and § 
that of her mother was Dora, and they were the 
parents of seven children, one of whom is now de- § 
ceased, His name was George, and the next child § 
in order of birth was also christened George. ‘The § 
remaining children were Ann, Caroline (wife of the § 
subject of this sketch), Mary, Elizabeth and Ernest 
August, who was the youngest son, Mr, and Mrs. § 
Hammond have three children, as follows: Charles § 
R., born March 24, 1861, married Miss Luella Beers, § 
and is a resident of Woodbury County, Iowa; § 
they are the parents of one child, now dead. § 
Karl W., born Aug. 3, 1863, now living in Lyons; § 





/. » 







= - 
RASAPEPEESIELEIE 












. 7 ce — 
A EBB Pr 




















a et ot tr 


tere 





ce 


=" O 
- . cx = 
a, nn 
i' + 


r=! 










XAT SERCECUSELELEN AR REMRANAEREU ET ERNE RN AS EECE 





aT ee ob 
a a Pm se. 
*{9) TEEE, Pt 
MTS y BRIERE aDOven LV PBHT soci h PRETTY ras ilixeweieie if es Ligeia 





iit Sain Paar a . 
[U| Rass * ERE REEEE ARS RAL SS AERA RO EAE AA EREREXAEXCARS ECE PET SO : 
ona Vianna & nevi ree hs TEE ae OO 
ee Peer eH cy eaten 
eae bY—f— SF —5 od evs FE | 
ie el 
, 























George, born Aug. 23, 1865, died September 3 of | ‘Their father, who had recently married, accom- 
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nf the samp year. | panied by his bride, went with them, fea 

ne Mr. Hammond came to this county in 1850, and | pleasant company commenced housekeeping in a 

i } remained at Lyons for one year, when he removed primitive fashion in the log cabin. ‘The parents i 

to his farm aoe has ever since resided upon it. He | both died on this farm. Lemuel J. had cleared a lige 7 
1 how OWE 250 sei of land and has been engaged | large farm and upon it he built a good f eae house, 1 

uae in the breeding of Jersey cattle, in which he has | neat and attractive, with other needed buildings, so |} 

u : been largely successful. He has also owned some | that his place soon possessed a homelike appearance. 

t ; Of the finest stallions in the county, and hasahand- | He married Sarah Ann Sykes, also a native of Ver- 

t some home and a fine barn and outhouses. mont. She was the mother of seven children, by “ = 

i : Mr, Hammond’s parents were members of the hame as follows: Sarah, deceased; Julia, wife of a 

i 4 Methodist Episcopal Church, and although he is | Samuel Woodruff, who died in Java Township; one |5\: 

ne charitable in intention and action, and is genialand | of their sons is a lawyer in Buffalo, N. Y., a popu- 33 * 
nee kind-hearted and does good in many directions, he | lar and able man, and another son is an extensive : \ 
te has never associated himself with any church, He farmer, living in Java Township; Cyrus lives in a 
ne has contributed largely to the erection of four | the same township, on the old homestead; Betsey, . _ 
He churches, however, in this county—the Methodist | wife of Joseph Westover, died in Java Township, # 
ne Kpiscopal, the Presbyterian, the Lutheran and the N. Y.; Homer lives in Battle Creek, Mich., and < 
q : vatholie. THis wife is of gentle and pious charae- Kliza, wife of James Mulvany, of Bellevue, Mich, 7, 
bh ter and belongs to the Lutheran Chureh. In poli- | Homer has a son named Clarence, who is practicing “ 
te tics Mr. Hammond is Democratic. When he first | law in Hope, Steele Co., Dak. 

i + came to this county his nearest neighbors were two Our subject was the fifth in order of birth in the a 
i and one-half miles from him and the country was | family, and lived with his father until he reached a 
{ wild and uncultivated, and his eighty-acre purchase | the age of 17 years, In the meantime he attended a 
q + was the first land ever bought in the township, | the district school, and continued his work on the “as, 
nF which was in the fall of 1850. farm. In 1843 he went out into the world to bat- ants 
1: i tle for himself, determined to win his way, and, _ 
nee OX m9 possessing both pluck and a strong will, he was ‘ms 
He HE is “ais capable of sodoinge. THe made cirectly for Chicago, rf 
ae 3 He was the fortunate possessor of $ 14, which was, “oF 
a ii EY, DARIUS H. PAUL, The subject of in those days, something of a bonanza for a young q 
ne fh a historical ROTICE is fl resident of Clinton man, Going via stage to Buffalo, thence by . A 
Beto to goon ot cen mea ve worker | samer to Chiego, he bound imal a ce 
i 5 worth he, a inoep a . : oe - pee penter and joiner as an apprentice, and served him Py Sy. 
y bor + J . Wyryomine C = S ea — = months. At the expiration of that time, re- = Mal 

: ror z In Java, Wyoming Co., N. Y., I ab. 353 1826. ceiving encouragement and the Stiinta OR Rete a: 

: Ilis father, Lemuel J, Pe a BAAIRE Be Ver- ance, he went. back to New York State to pursue a “ 
Hin oY ria ¥ TOW repay Tere : 

h aon and grew to sie) a i dace m his course of study. This was probably the turning- aed 
Ua birthplace. When ay oung man he removed with point in his existence, as he entered Madison 4 2 
re two brothers to G eneses CEHRNY, the three going versity, N. Y., and began his studies for the > 

FF eseyeatincr yeaa | Rin, eg fom  aving ies | 

ne ae ew saitincatts iy ey | Collegiate and Theological course eight years later, az 
ne Iron horse had found his way into their midst, or | ana soon after went to Rock Island under the 5. 
Tee even the great system of the Erie Canal had been auspices of the Baptist Home Missionary Society to ss 
nae built, They made their way through the wilder- | select a field of Hien 71S (Higbcedechen re 
ne hess, and bought a tract of timber land included in | Camanche and Le Claire. He afterward confined as. 
: Java Township, where they erected a log cabin. | pis labors to Camanche for one year, and during ‘ 
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that time erected a* church building, which was 
badly damaged by the tornado of 1860. From 
Camanche he went back to New York State one 
and a half years, preaching at Franklinville. He 
then came West to this State, settling at Bloomfield, 
Davis County, where he also erected a church 
building. From that place he went to Danville, 
Des Moines County, thence to Le Claire, Hickory 
Grove and De Witt. Upon closing his labors in 
De Witt he received an appointment from the 
Baptist Home Missionary Society as Missionary to 
Onawa, in Western Iowa, but was prevented from 
accepting by reason of sickness in his family, and 
in 1866 he settled on the farm he now owns, the 
land being at the time wild prairie, without culti- 
vation or improvement of any kind. There he 
built a first-class frame house and other needed 
buildings, planted fruit and shade. trees, and in 
every way added to the value and beauty of the 
property. A view of this beautiful place is shown 
on another page of this volume. 

Mr. Paul was married Aug, 22, 1852, to Char- 
lotte E. Cady, a native of Pittsfield, Otsego Co., 
N.Y. His home was two miles from New Berlin. 
She is the daughter of Deacon Stephen and Ann 
Eliza (White) Cady, who were natives of Con- 
necticut. Of their union have been born seven 
-children—Fannie, Mary K.; Emma G., wife of 
Kilmer Barker, of Camanche Township; Charlotte 
K., Roger Williams, Julia and Anna. 
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OHN H. PAARMANN. The subject of this 
- sketch is by trade a blacksmith and also 
employs himself in farming pursuits. His 
Pa home is situated on section 5, Center Town- 
_— * Hf fl ship and he was born in Holstein, Germany, June 
os Deets “] 11, 1833. He came to America in 1857, and land- 
aire in New York served four years at his trade as 
“jour.” He then worked ten years as foreman and 
has made smithing a profession ever since he came 
to this country. 
er Our subject was married to Miss Anna ‘Thiessen, 
uj Sept. 1,1847. Mrs, Paarmann was born in Hol- 
5 tis stein, March 10, 1826, and has borne her busband 
Fleleven children, three of whom are deceased. The 
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dates of their births are as follows: Julia, born 


Aug. 4, 1852; Mollie, March 19,1854; Lena A., 
Feb. 2, 1856; John H., Oct. 81, 1857; Frederick, 
Jan. 10, 1860; August, Aug. 23, 1862; Herman P., 


17, 1864, and Mena, Oct. 23, 1866. The 
three deceased are Fred W., born Sept. 16, 1848, 
and died Dee. 7, 1851; Anna C., born April 2, 
1850, and died Jan. 12, 1852, and an infant, un- 
named, born June 21, 1873, 

Mr, John I. Paarmann has sixty acres of land, 
which are highly cultivated, and owns the four 
acres on which his dwelling’ ited. Both he 
and his enterprising and industrious wife haye bent 
every effort toward the founding of a home. He 
has kept up the smithing business, which he began 
in 1858, and has improved every year and gained 
largely in patronage. He is a man who is highly 
respected for his industry, and is a member of the 
Lutheran Church, as is also Mrs. Paarmann. In 
polities he is Democratic and votes the straight 


ticket. 


hs. MARY DOLAN, whose home lies on 
section 21, Center Township, was born in 
County Mayo, Ireland, in the year 1835. 
She came to America in 1848, alone, and 


Sept. 


is loe: 


VA 
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landed at Quebec, from which city she préceeded 
to the State of New York. There she remained for 
three years, and after spending one year in Boston 
went to Roscoe, Ill, where she spent another year, 
and then came to Clinton County, Tere she has 
ever since remained. She is the widow of James 
Dolan, who was by profession a farmer. He was 
born May 28, 1822, in County Mayo, Ireland, and 
came to this country in 1847, landing at Quebee, 
and married Mrs. Mary Clarke, a widow, April 24, 
1852, Purchasing 160 acres of land on Sugar 
Creek, he remained there ten years, cultivating 
and improving it. He also bought 160 acres two 
miles from the home place and then purchased 200 
more, so that the family has at this time 800 aeres 
in all. 

Mr, Dolan died Oct, 31, 1880, of apoplexy. He 
was buried in Center Groye Cemetery, by the 
Catholie Church, of which he was a member. In 
him the wife and children have to mourn a tender 









SAS eS eo oe i Seereuas 


WuxEUr 







bet ¢e2¢60 
—y ee 





~ 





WEAR He) 


i 
4 

tr 

b 

Fi 

y 

L 

| 
L 

u 

k 

4 

by 


cyES! 


SESS SSSSESHSSSCSSSSSSCOC SESS STSESESSESSTSSESESCSE SE EEES SCCCSSSSSSOSSSSE*¢SG OH *CESE 


EREEP ECETEL EL SUSSURELESES TESTU ETP ULE SS TELE eI ISS| 





ee 
ey 


SX ES MIRCENYRECASE TE 













hh hh ee en AAA BASIS ESE ESTEE TT ITTY ry 


EESESSTKT VRUPLIELISLE UNIAN ELEN ee 





RIAZREPEAVELEENITIE 












*reeee 





ee seececes 
—o 


Phstisi tai sti tiiitii abi iissaaaiaty 











——S-f—!-5-5-5—5-- i 




























AAS 
qanen serene 


seer 


W—S—F—l-F-f- 8-5-5 1-5-5 s— 





So 





Secccoesess 






(USRESPAPATESREDD SP RRRERRESER: 


rT 










































































































Pe a re t a { f = me 8 
{ “—leaeesy besateesi ite SR Rae AREER S CURE XE KEXE! POTS a i A |) A wis Zae> tre 1 aN col cdl cal cael ml mel Sk 
i ivaatees UO cxbraveatenay 4 Venta Wii Ee H ttt] Cate | EG: a Ca ee ena nee De 
rrrrki Urevierey is MUR EeIETE TE yy \ SL rr | MN) | Pal MR | fac SL A ah WN) 
[errors Fe | 


CLINTON COUNTY. 





= 


Tipps ri eveeerrteree tae 











. é . - - 27 bd 
and affectionate protector and husband and a kind | In 1877 he removed to Clinton. In 1879 he re- 
and indulgent father. Te was a man of worth and tired from the business, and in 1881 went to Los | oer 
sterling integrity, and was felt by his neighbors to Angeles, Cal., where he had visited at two different jlo 
be a benefactor to the human race. He left a | times. He took with him his son and daughter on 





18 widow and eleven children to mourn his loss: Pat- the previous trips, and one and all were delighted : 
i rick J., born Noy. 15, 1855, married Miss Bridget | with the mildness and beauty of their new home ; 
iy Crennan Feb, 22, 1886; Jobn, husband of Miss | in “the glorious climate of California,’ Charles 

u Susie Gallagher, was born April 14, 1857, and isa Owen, Superintendent of the Gas Company, is his 

i resident of Chicago at the present writing. The | second son, His daughter, Jennie Helen, is the 

q remaining Dolan children are ‘Thomas, born May 5 ree of George E. Keen, who conducts merchan- ; 
ig 1859; Agnes, Jan. 7, 1861; Maggie, Sept. 17,1863; | dizing, 
t Nellie, March 5, 1864; Annie, Nov. 22, 1866; Frank D., the eldest son and our subject, spent 
i James, Dec. 28, 1868; Theresa M., May 23, 187 4; | the early years of life here, completing a cCommon- 

nl: Clara E., Aug, 2, 1876, and Martin W., Nov. 6, | school education at Lyons, afterward graduating 

fe 1879. roe | . . at Bryant’s Business College at Davenport. He 

q Mrs. Dolan, Ranier e Pee large ney Bas is | learned the business with his father, and upon the 

f amember of the Catholic Charch at Center Grove, | former retiring took entire charge of it and en- 


and is a highly respected woman, industrious, hard- | larged upon it so that now it ranks high with busi- 
working and enterprising. All the boys of this | ness of that class as conducted in any part of the 
family who have reached maturity are Democratic | State. He makes larger sales than any firm of the 
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A: in political belief, kind, and takes first prizes in the business wher- 
| , ever his work is exhibited. He has taken an active 
bet et hs Ke part in all public measures. He is a strong and 


bright politician, is quick, keen and logical, both in 
argument and conversation, and is one of the most 
wal? RANK D. McDOWELL, The subject of | substantial citizens and able public men ever resi- 
oS this historical sketch is well known and | dent within the borders of the city of Clinton. In 
: ye highly respected for his endowments, | 1885 he accepted the nomination by his party for 
©) both as a citizen and asa man. Heis one of | the mayoralty, to which he was elected with hon- 
the brightest politicians, with a good knowl- | ors and by a large majority, which was a substan- 
edge of affairs of public and private interest, | tial compliment from the people, as he had always 
and is worthy the position in which the confidence | avoided publie office, They are, however, much 
B of the people has placed him, Our subject is ex- gratified at the manner in which he conducted 
Mayor of the city of Clinton, and was born in | affairs for the corporation, and, knowing his educa- 
Jackson County, Iowa, Feb, 20, 1853, and is the | tion in State and national affairs, they had no fears 
son of Caleb B. and Harriet (Montague) McDowell, | of his ability. After his election he added largely 
natives of New York State, the former of Chenan- | to the improvement and heauty of the city and 
go and the latter of Chautauqua, The Montagues largely reduced the debt of Clinton. It was 
were of French origin and settled in Eneland in through his influence and effort that the organiza- 
1585, the first settler being George C, Montague. | tion of the Thompson & Huston Electric Light Co. 
Descended from him was Richard Montague, who | was brought about, and he has forwarded many 
went with the Pilgrims to Massachusetts in the | other institutions for the good of the public at 
Mayflower in 1620, and there with others made the large, 

first settlement in that State. Caleb B. was by oc- 
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Mayor McDonald was united in the holy bonds 
cupation a carriage-maker and removed to Iowa, in of matrimony with Florence C., daughter of Will- 
1844, when he settled at La Motte, Jackson County, | iam M. Bentley. Mrs. McDowell is a young lady 


Where he conducted his business for many years. | of education and refinement, possessing bright 
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ee Aug. 8, 1860; 


a Marion, Iowa; Alice S., born Aug, 
o: J.. Sept. 15, 1868; Eli F., Dee. 21, 
==" Barlow Bliss, Oct.. 7. 1877. 
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intelligence and many personal graces. She is a 


graduate of the High School of Lyons and of High- 


land Hall Seminary, Highland Park, Ill. They 
have one son—Harry Bentley. Both Mr, and Mrs, 
MeDowell attend the Presbyterian Chureh, which he 
generously supports. He is a Democrat on all oc- 
casions. 
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OHN W. LOOFBORO was born Clarke 
County, Ohio, in 1834, and is the son of 
Davis and Mary (Maxon) Loofboro, natives 
of Virginia, Mr, Loofboro, Sr., was a farmer 

hy occupation and lived alternately in New York, 
Virginia, Ohio, Illinois and Iowa, coming to the 
last-named State in 1858. He was pleased with the 
appearance of the country, and at that time pur- 
chased 200 acres of land. Subsequently he sold it 
and spent the greater part of his time after that 
with his son, the subject of this sketch. 

Mr. Loofboro of this writing remained under the 


parental roof until he was 24 years of age, when he 


went to work for himself. He had purchased a farm in 
1857, which is his present home and is located on 
section 18, Welton Township. There he has a farm 
of 160 acres, together with other small places, mak- 
ing in all 200 acres, which have under the hand of 
the hasbandman been cultivated and yielded ina 
most prolific and satisfactory manner. 

Mr. Loofboro was married July 8, 1859, to Miss 
Susan Forsythe, born in Ohio April 12, 1838, She 
was a native of Clarke County and a daughter of 
Eli and Tamer (Bond) Forsythe, natives of Vir- 
ginia, The union of Mr. and Mrs, Loofboro has 


been productive of the birth of six children, all of 


whom survive, They are as follows: Ralph E., 
Ellsworth B., born May 4, 
., 1862, married Fremie Sayer, and is residing in 
28, 1866; Wade 


1870, and 


Mr. Loofboro and his wife are members of the 
| Seventh- Day Baptist Church, and in polities he is a 


~ 


and is a man well worthy the confidence and es- 
teem of the public at large. 

Mr. L. enlisted in the Army of the Union, in 
1862, becoming a member of Co, F, 26th Lowa Vol. 
Inf. His first engagement was at Chickasaw Bayou. 
Ilis next was at Arkansas Post, where he was 
wounded in the front part of the right leg. He 
fought at Jackson, Miss., and figured in the siege of 
Vicksburg, He received a second wound, this 
time at Vicksburg, May 19, 1863. Ile was then 
sent to the hospital, where he remained’ one year, 
and went from there to do guardhouse duty for a 
He did duty in the general 
hospital at Keokuk, Iowa. Proceeding from that 
place, he was sent to Davenport and <lischarged, 
July 8, 1865. Tle then came back to his old home. 
He served under the command of Capt. Bishop and 
Col. Milo Smith. > 

Our subject is engaged as a general farmer and 
is well known for his industry and success in his 
chosen work. As once before he stood unharmed 
amidst the flying shot and shell, so he now stands 
erect, a soldier armed to the teeth in the war against 
intemperance, With him it is war to the knife, 
and until he is called home by the divine power he 
will wage strife with that destroyer who has deso- 
lated the hearts and homes of women, rendered 
husbands and fathers penniless, and defiled this 
erand and beautiful country “ till the trail of the 
serpent is over it all,” 


year as principal cook, 


ED DOG 


R. A. J. TOBART, whose office is at No. 

225 Fifth avenue, and whose residence 

is at No, 426 Fifth avenue, Clinton, is a 

native of Yates County, N. Y., and is the 

subject of this personal history. His undis- 

puted and profound knowledge of his profes- 

sion and the large success which he has won by his 

persevering industry and attention to business have 

given to him the standing he so richly merits, and 

have made him one of the strong pillars of Clinton 
County’s society. 
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Dr. Hobart was born July 15,1829, of Israel and 
Mary (Potter) Hobart, natives of New York, His 
father was engaged in farming and also worked at 


Republican. He holds, with his political belief as 
ta, Republican, strong Prohibition principles. Ie 
t ie has filled the offices of ‘Trustee and School Director, 
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the carpenter's trade for some length of time, and | L864, the daughter of Silas M. and Annie KE. (Van- 
their family of seven children, three of whom now tine) Tlolmes. Mr. Holmes was State Treasurer of {lj 
survive, grew up about him and went into homes Michigan in 1865, and was an extensive wholesale 


. . 7 ry. - 4 . ‘ sa ae ne He 4 , ‘ ° . * 
of their own, They bear names as follows: Phoebe, | and retail merchant in Detroit, Mich. The doctor 
4 " we sy' 1« ‘ “a J , 7 ‘ a . ‘ , : . * | 
i now Mrs. Fisher, is a resident of Jackson, Mich.; | has a family of three children—George H., Alice 

7 


ie 


: 
POeABSASS | 













7 Frankhn J. lives in the town of Potter, N. Y., | L. and Harrison H. He is a member of the Ma- i 
y and our subject is a resident of Clinton. Dr. Ho- | sonic fraternity, of the G. A. R. and of the Order 
: epee the a F &, we e 0 * a. ‘ Cares 
ned hart’s father died at Jackson, Mich., in 1838, and | of Loyal Legion of the United States. He is also | 
4 his mother in 1877. Our subject remained on the | a member of the American, State and County Med- 
| ° fay sty " ne t? a y ee : S \ . . . . 
farm until he was 17 years of age. He then went | ical Societies. Both he and his wife are deyoted : 
| 7 to Jackson and remained with a sister, Mrs. Fisher, | and helpful members of the Presbyterian. Church, 
d : j » was 1! rays Hoes i 2 Nes ‘ r Thiel ro , . ~ : 
Fp until he was 19 years of age, attending the academy | which they support by presence, financially and by P 
i j at that place. He afterward became a student at personal effort. They are a highly esteemed and 
D j Olivet College, Michigan. He improved his ad- | respected couple, who labor in all ways to advance ; 
: q vantages, remaining about three years at the | the interests of the community, and to show forth . 
le § “es } vi § A ‘ ’ ly 1 * _ “ial ; ’ 
th et named school, and then attended Oberlin | in thei daily lives the precepts of that noble relig- ~~ 
iy College, Ohio, three years longer. Concluding his | ion taught in the life of the Redeemer, and Clinton 2 
Rs scholarship, he returned to Jackson and studied | holds them in the highest repute for their consistent . a 
uF medicine with Dr. Cyrus Smith, and graduated goodness and nobility of character, iL 
ht: from the Medical Department of the University of s 
> . . . = = 
th Michigan, at Ann Arbor, in October, 1859. Te SE OEE IK Se ‘7 
te then went to Saint Joseph, in the same State, and 7 
hy there began the practice of medicine. He was well TL, ENNIS WHITNEY. Among the leading aad 
{M= : ey: ‘ : 4 ‘ : ra ae ee _ 5 i 
H liked and showed ability, and followed his profes- | business-men of the thriving tittle Village we 
| . a ‘ _ @ r 
tk SION for two years. At the end of that time he re- @ of De Witt, who have made what they a 
Dey . . . . ’ ‘ & i - ; “ . 
nA ceived a commission from Gov, Austin Blair, mak- = have of this world’s goods, not as the re - 
. . . ‘ . : 7 5 ie ; . : * 
| ‘ SS Ss rik j ry wax @) =] S y ¥ ' ] i , § y ‘« . . . ; ’ O 
a him at Surgeon of me RB Mich. Vol. | cipients of any legacy, but through their own in- eh 
nf, He served in that capacity for sixteen months | domitable energy and perseverance, we take pleas- _ 


: 
t] 
: 
? 
° 
; 
* 
J 
: 
; 
7 tnd was then promoted to Surgeon of the same | ure in mentioning the name of Dennis Whitney 
° . 4 " . Qo Lo } s 4 
j regiment, and so remained for two years. The Ist | attorney at law and real-estate dealer 
/§ Michigan Regiment was attac ot my of AUT atwicece eae Pag ee . 
{i Q 10 it was attached to the Army of Mr. Whitney was born at Allen’s Hill, Ontario 
: 
: 


a . yoo *y . . = « 
the Potomac. During that time he was on detached Co; Ni Yay Aug: 7 1898.. Tis father, Dennis > 
duty at | CS few Vit ’ slag Poe ~ oer 2 5 . P ; o?. 
Sh thes Zhi te Tlospital, three miles from Whitney, Sr., was also a native of that State and a 

| ast y t , y ‘ ‘54 ic » “ ~ > 7 ‘ 
: ie on, and also at Jackson, Mich., the camp | was born in Malta, saratoga County, Dee. 6, 1783 a. 
- where the State troops rendezvoused for drafting | 'T eas mrt fan = : 
JOPS PTeNAeZ rafting 1s se rate ey te hae ; 
nya dette oe : 1g | The grandfather of our subject, Samuel Whitney, 3 
(and recruiting men, and he there continued dur- ; 7 
— 


Pe ae was born in Stamford, Fairfield Co., Conn., April 
ing the last eight months of service. After the | 25, 1761, and his wife, whose maiden name wa 
. ; se maiden name was 
5 & Elizabeth W right, was born at Oyster Bay, Queens 
at Jackson City, Mich., where he remained two Co., L. L, May 4 : 
‘ of e . “* ab 4 


years, and then came, in 1866, to Clinton, Towa, 


expiration of his time of service he located 


» L761, They were married in 
rf . ry. > Y . . . 
1782. The father of Mr. W hitney, of this notice, 

stew to manhood in his native county, and while 


Eee yet a young man learned the trade of a carpenter 
ls NO superior in this section, He has been in | and joiner, 


= 


—_— 


The experience gained in his army practice has 
been of great value to him, and as a surgeon he 


| af . . ; He was married at Richmond, Ontario yi 
active practice ever since, and is also local sureeon Co.,.N. Ys i. 181130 Wizahethupendeien een . “= 
~ on] * “ Lethe el ’ ee 


of the North-Western Railway Company, a position | was born in Pennsylvania Noy. 17,1790. In 1806 


he has filled f . cy p 4 snd 
as filled for the past eleven years. Spe SA ee . es 
Pie Bernas . t: - ee he emigrated to Marcellus, Onondaga Co., N. Y., 
+ Hobart was married to. Miss Alice Holmes, in accompanied by his father and family. ‘The jour- 
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ney was made overland with ox-teams, and they | Mr. Whitney was married May 11, 1854, to 


















































were among the first to make settlement at Mar- | Helen M. Butrick. She was born in Bergen, Mon- 
cellus, and there lived until 1810. ‘They then re- | roe Co., N. Y., May 26,1833. Mr. Whitney is a 
moved to Allen’s Hill, where the father of our | member of Lodge No. 34, A. F. & A. M., snd 
subject purchased timber land, and, when he was | Eagle Lodge, No. 82, I. O. O. F. In_ polities he 
not busy working at his trade, occupied his time in votes with the Republican party, and in the differ- 


the clearing and improving of his land. He sue- | ent branches of his vocation he is meeting with 
ceeded in clearing a farm of nearly two hundred | more than ordinary success. 

acres and was there diligently engaged in agricult- | A portrait of Mr, Whitney will be found on page 
ural pursuits until 1838. He then removed to | 258. 

Royalton, Niagara County, bought a farm and con- | SS - 

tinued to labor at that vocation up to 1856. He = 
then removed to Macomb County, Mich., and lived 
there until 1862, when he went back to Ontario 
County, and located at West Bloomfield, and re- was born in the town of Williston, Chitten- 
sided with his daughter, Mrs, Dr. D. M. Hale, until den Co., Vt.. April 27, 1815. Her father, 
his death, in April, 1865. His wife had preceded | Edward Washburn, was a native of Vermont, born 
him to the home beyond, her demise occurring | Aug. 25, 1786, and his parents were natives of 
Aug. 8, 1865, while the family were residents of | Hartford, Conn., and early settlers in Chittenden 
Royalton. There were ten children born of the | County, Vt. He belonged to the family of Wash- 
parents’ union. burns who had become celebrated in the United 
Dennis Whitney was the youngest child of his | States. Mrs. Beard’s mother was by name Anna 
parents’ family and was but 10 years of age when | Jones, and her maternal grandmother was a Tread- 
they removed to Niagara County, and there lived | way and was born in Claremont, N. H. She was 
and developed into manhood, It was in the com- | the sixteenth child of Ezra Jones, a pioneer of 
mon schools of that county that he received his | Claremont. Edward Washburn removed to Bur- 
primary education, and at the age of 14 he was so | lington when his daughter was but three weeks old, 
far advaneed in his studies as to enable him to | and was for many years the proprietor of the most 


RS. MARY K. BEARD, a resident of De 
Witt, whose maiden name was Washburn, 
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oN commence the profession of a pedagogue. He | popular hotel in that city. Both he and his wife | 
taught during the winters, and during the summers | died there. Mrs. Beard received her early educa- 4 
worked on the farm, and thus alternated his labors | tion in the city schools, and later attended Burling- : 
from the age of 14 until the year 1849. He then | ton Seminary, where she began teaching, serving as iH 
secured a clerkship in the County Clerk’s office and | assistant in that school when only fourteen years of iu 
soon thereafter was appointed Deputy, which posi- | age. She taught there and in other schools until t ’ 
tion he held until 1856, the date of his coming to | 1832. | | 
this county. Arriving here, he had charge of the Oct, 22, 1852, she was united in marriage at Bur- ; 
railroad company’s transfer from Clinton to Fulton, | lington, with Francis A. Munson, who was born in 1 
| Hf until 1862. In January of that year he located at | Colchester, Vt., May 16,1810. He was the son of i. 
aL H De Witt and was appointed Deputy ‘Treasurer and | William and Ann (Brownell) Munson, his father H 
: Pe ‘ Ri \Recorder, which he held until 1864, when the offices | being one of the pioneers of that section, Coming 1 | 
/ ; were divided and he was elected the first Recorder to Colchester, he secured a title to upward of one i . 
=in Clinton County, serving in that capacity until thousand acres of timber land, and there engaged 0 F 
1868. During this year he opened an office for the | in the lumber business and in improving the land. 4 
ed ibe = purchase and sale of real estate, together with a» | Both he and his wife departed this life at Colches- iu 4 
Ne Fil loan office and collection agency. During these _ ter, Francis Munson was educated in the public i ; 
c | Ba Mr, Whitney was a constant reader of juris- school, and when quite young went to Burlington i 
ifn Prudence, and was admitted to the bar in 1875. and served four years, learning mercantile pursuits. i 
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He then went to Greensboro, and engaged in trade 


At that date, starting for Illinois, he journeyed via 
Lake Champlain and Champlain Canal to Troy, 
; thence via Erie Canal to Buffalo and by the lakes 
5 to Chicago. 


! 
{ With Ebner Beard, where he continued until 1838. 
| 
{ 





He then engaged a private convey- 
ance to Naperville, Mrs. Munson carrying a child 
At that place he 
opened a hotel in company with William Webster, 
and remained there until 1840. He then started 
with a prairie schooner for the Territory of Towa, 
where he made a claim on Wapsie River. The 
family then moved into a log cabin, but after two 
years he tired of the country and removed to 
Lyons, where he again conducted a hotel. He then 
entered the city of Chicago and kept the hotel 
known as the Illinois Exchange for a time. After 
that he followed clerking in a store, and later died 
of cholera, July 2, 1849. 





but ten weeks old in her arms. 
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From this union there have sprung five children, 
as follows: Lucia B., widow of W. B. Smith, who 
lives in Chicago and has five children; Mary F., 
residing with her mother; F., Isaac, who died at 


tere 


the age of one year; Alice J., widow of Zachary T. 
Bourne, of De Witt, and the mother of two chil- 
dren; William Edward, living in De Witt, and who 
married Julia Gibbs and has four children, 

Mrs. Munson married, Jan, 30, 1855, Abner 
Beard, another pioneer of Clinton County, who was 
for a number of years a prominent business-man in 
De Witt. The marriage ceremony took place in 
Colchester, Vt. Abner Beard was born in Wil- 
mington, Mass., Aug. 24, 1800. His father, Jona- 
than Beard, held the rank of captain in the Revo- 
lutionary War, and witnessed the grand ceremony 
of laying the corner-stone of Bunker Hill Monu- 
ment, He was one of the yery few who survived 
the war at that time. ‘Lhe mother of Mr. Beard 
was Abigail Kendall, and she was born in Massa- 
chusetts. She died at Harvard, Mass., in February, 
1867, at the advanced age of ninety-eight years, 
There were seven children born to them, of whom 
Mr, Beard was the youngest. 
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He was educated at 
Leicester Academy, and commenced teaching at the 
j ge of nineteen in Worcester County and later in a 
select school at Boston. From there he went to 
; Greensboro, Vt., and there engaged in business with 
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Francis A. Munson, under the firm name of Beard ))¥) 
& Munson. ‘They continued in business until 1836, ¢ misiy . 
then dissolved partnership, and Mr. Beard went to A ~ a 
Albany, N. Y., where he engaged as book-keeper in Mir 
the lumber-office of J. F. Barnard. In January, /) Big) 
1855, he came to De Witt, and in 1856 formed a. f N; 
second partnership with J. F. Homer, the firm be- 
coming Beard & Homer. In 1858 Charles Elgeston 
joined the firm and they were united until 1868, 
when they dissolved and Mr, Beard retired from 
business, in which condition he remained up to the 
date of his death, Feb. 15, 1855. His marriage 
with Mrs. Munson was productive of the birth of 
one child, hy name Abbie S., who died at the age - 
of three years. Mrs. Beard is mother of six chil- 
dren, the grandmother of twelve and*the great- 
grandmother of six. 
no BR ae 
)) OBERT H. CAMPBELL... Mr. Campbell is 
one of the business-men of DeWitt whose 
push and pluck, combined with their 200d 

XO) judgment, has brought them success. He 
was born in Guernsey County, Londonderry Town- 
ship, Ohio, Nov, 21, 1829. The father of Mr. 
Campbell, William Campbell, was born in Pennsyl- 
‘ania, July 14, 1801, and his father, Robert Camp- 
bell, was a native of County Antrim, Ireland, and 
of Scotch ancestry. 


The grandfather grew to manhood in his native 
county and was there married to Jane Campbell. 
In 1801 he emigrated with his family to the United 
States, his family at that time consisting of his wife 
and five children, two of the latter dying while en 
route to this country. They landed at Philadelphia 
after a voyage of three months, and from there 
started for Allegheny County, Pa., and it was 
While they were on the way that the father of our 
subject was born, The grandfather settled near 
Noblestown, where he purchased land and there 
lived, engaged in agricultural pursuits, until 1817. 
He then removed to Guernsey County, Ohio, and 
made asettlenient in Londonderry ‘Township, where 
he purchased quite a large’ tract of timber land, 
which, with the assistance of his sons, he cleared and 
improved and then divided among them. He died 
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on that place, surrounded by his wife and children, 
about 1842. 

William Campbell, our subject’s father, lived on 
the homestead of his parents, and there developed 
into manhood, He married Ann Lawrence, Sept. 
11, 1823. She was born in Washington County, 
Pa., March 9, 1798. After marriage William 
cated on the tract of land which his father had given 
him, and continued his agricultural labors thereon 
until 1845. 
his brother, Robert, they ran a carding and fulling 
During 


lo- 


During this time, in connection with 


mill, and continued it until he went West. 
that year he sold his land and bought another tract 
in Oxford ‘Township, and was there busily engaged, 


he sold the same, and, turning his face toward the 
setting sun, journeyed to this county. Tere he 
bought a farm on sections 15 and 22, in Orange 
Township, and spent the remainder of his days in 
its improvement and cultivation, his demise occur- 
ring Jan, 5, 1871. 
few years, her death taking 
Robert Campbell was the 
birth of his parents’ family. 
in his native county, and was reared a farmer’s boy. 
His education was received 
and-he continued to live with his parents until 1853, 
During that year he became imbued witha spirit of 
discovery, and hearing of such untold wealth in the 
land of gold, he concluded to go to California. He 
made the journey via New York and Nicarauga, 
leaving home July 80 of that y 
San Francisco August 29, Le gaged in min- 
ing there until June 14, 1856, with the exception 
of three months, and then started for home, arriy- 
ing at De Witt August 30 of that year, he ving made 
the entire journey on the back of a mule. His 
u brightest hopes had not been realized, and once 
hj ,more he embraced his first love, farming, and lo- 
fi cated a place his father gave him on sections 15 and 
22, Orange Township, where he continued to live 
——— and labor until 1864, We then rented his farm and 
| moved to De Witt, and there lived until January, 
= 1867, when he again went back to the farm, In 
1876 he once more left his farm, renting it, and re- 
moved to De Witt. In 1877 he engaged in the 


His good wife survived him a 

place May 5, 1882. 

fourth child in order of 
He grew to manhood 


in the district schools, 


sar, and arriving at 
was en) 
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working at his chosen vocation, until 1854, when 
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_ She died Aug. 7, 1876. 
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prosecuted the same with far more than ordinary 
success, 

Robert Campbell was married to Sarah M. J in- 
ney June 3, 1858. She was born March 24, 1835, 
Mansfield, Richland Co, Ohio, and was the 
daughter of John and Ellen (Marshall) Finney. 
four 


hear 


Their children were 
Martha <A., Sadie M, 
Ella, the eldest child, died, 


in number—Mary A., and 
Kmma b. 
years. 
Politically Mr. Campbell was originally a 
After 
publican party he joined it. 


aged seven 


Jack- 
son Democrat. the organization of the Re- 
Ile has espoused the 
cause Of Prohibition, and is an earnest worker in 
the Mr. Campbell was brought up in the 
United Presbyterian Church, but is at the present 


time a member of the Congregational Church. 


TALUS, 


The second marriage of our subject took place 
April 16, 1878. 
tracting party. 
Vt., and is a daughter of Joseph and Laura(Tuttle) 
Ilawkins. Her parents were natives of the 
Mountain State, and her with her 
at this writing, hale and hearty, in her 85th year, 


Emma Hawkins was the other con- 
She was born in Rutland County, 


(;reen 
mother is living 


Mrs. Campbell was married, previous to her union 
with Mr. C. 
son—Charles H. Rule. 


, to John Rule, by whom she had one 


I Sa 


OUN CLEMENT, The subject of this per- 
sonal history was born in Lincolnshire, En- 
gland, June 1, 1836, and the son of 
Thomas anck Amelia (Brockelsly) Clement. 
Ile was but ten years of age when his father died, 
and made his home with his mother for two or three 
years, then went out into the world to earn his own 
living. 


is 





Although young in years, he possessed a 
shrewdness and good judgement that many far his 
senior lack, 
farming for 


Obtaining employment, he worked at 
one year, f4 per annum. 
and he finally 


recelving 


After that his wages were increased, 
sarned £9 yearly, 

In 1855 he emigrated to America, setting sail 
from Hull, April 8, and landing in New York after 
thirty-four days of voyage across the mighty deep. 
Ile 


same to Clinton County, traveling on the rail- 
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as Rock Island, which was 7 western 
terminus of the road at that time. His brother, who 
lived at Elvira at that time, met him at Davenport, 
and he began work for him soon after, at which he 
continued for about After that he 
worked five or six years, saving his earnings, and 


road as far 


one year, 
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at the close of that time purchased land, eighty 
acres, in Center Township. He was unmarried 
when he bought this place, and rented his farm to 
one capable of working it suitably, continuing his 
labors for others. In 1868, he, haying previously 
sold his first purchase, bought the southwest quarter 
of section 13, in what is now Eden Township, 
One year later he settled there and lived four years, 
then rented a farm in De Witt Township for six 
years. Ee bought in the meantime the southeast 
quarter of section 13, adjoining his other farm, and 
moved to the place in 1881, 
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Besides his second 
purchase he had previously bought ninety-five acres 
of land on section 18, in township 81, range 5, so 
that he is now the possessor of 415 acres of land, 
all in Eden Township, The farm which he occu- 
pies at the present time is furnished with @ood farm 
buildings, finished and improved with all modern 
conveniences, and he is engaged in the 
grain and stock. 


‘aising’ of 
Ile is considered a marked suec- 
cess in his chosen field of industry, and may be 
rated among our most progressive and practical 
farmers resident in Eden Township, and included 
within the borders of Clinton County. 

Mr. Clement was united in marriage March 8, 
1865, with Mary J., daughter of William and Mary 
(Smith) Crampton, She is a native of Lincoln- 
shire, England, and came to America in 1859. 
She and her husband are the parents of ten chil- 
dren, all but one living at the present time, and 
who bear the following names: ‘Thomas, Lizzie, Ida, 
Will, Nora, Carrie, Flora, John and Charlie, May, 
the third child, died at the age,of four years, 

Mr, Clement is Republican in polities, is quick 
and logieal in his Opinions and votes the straight 
ticket. Mrs. Clement belongs to the Congrega- 
tional Church and is an earnest laborer in that or- 
ganization. Their home is situated on section 13, 
Eden Township, and is reckoned as one of the most 
pleasant and attractive places in the county ; and 
constituting no small element in the pride the owner 
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entertains in the work of his hands is the feeling hy Cal : 7 
that he has won all by his own unaided efforts. be. ‘ 
Mr. Clement feels himself a self- male man, and i | c- 
roy Pile a 
is somewhat to his credit to know that, although he es . 4 
borrowed the money to pay his passage to Ameri eal ee Ve 
and landed in Clinton County $70 in debt, he to- We = i? 
* 
day ‘looks the whole world in the face and owes) ; 
no man,” 
‘ < 
oa . a . “e 
wr OS 1 _—_—_— $e E 
= 
rT DWARD HL. F. CHRISTIANSEN was born a 
in Denmark, Jan. 18, 1839, and is the son of ‘<a 
é Knud and Mary (Petersen) Christiansen. ’ 





d : 
Ife attended school until he reached the age of 15, 
and at that time was placed as an apprentice to 
learn mercantile pursuits in Hambure, 


Germany. 
Ile there served for two 


years, and setecwans was 
employed as book-keeper for one of the lords in 
Ilolstein. In 1858 he left his native land and 
emigrated on the Ist of April to America, r ‘aching 
New York after a yoyage of thirty-five days. He 
went directly to the city of Davenport, Iowa, and 
was bitterly disappointed on finding the situation he 
expected filled, He then came to Clinton County, 


* u ' ‘e 
bringing letters of recommendation to Mr. Ingver- iz 
sen, but, failing to secure congenial employment, ~< 


he worked for Mr, Barker, on a farm near Caman- 
che, lis next move was to rent land, which he 
worked until 1861, 

In April, 1861, came the first call for three-montlis 
men by the Government, and our subject enlisted . 
and was mustered into service May 28, 1861, at 
Keokuk, in Co. I, 2d Towa Vol. Inf. He figured 
in the battles of Fort Donelson, Shiloh and Corinth, 
with others, and served in his company for three 
years, At that time his term expired and he was 
discharged; but in 1864, he reenlisted in Co, A, of 
the Sth Towa Vol. Inf., serving until the close of 
the war, He was mustered out in July, 1865, at 
Montgomery, Ala., and returned home. He was 
in the battle of Spanish Fort, which his regiment 
captured, 

After returning home Mr, C, purchased a farm 
in De Witt Township and engaged in agricultural 
pursuits, which he followed until the fall of 1870, 
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He then came to De Witt and purchased a store, 
engaging in the grocery trade, which he continued 
successfully until 1886. 

He was married May 7, 1866, to Mary Miller, of 
German birth, born in November, 1844. Six chil- 
dren were born to them, the names of whom are 
Henry, Edward, Kmma, Charlie, Martha and John. 
Mr. C, was a. stanch Republican until 1880, at 
which time he voted with the Democrats. He is a 
member of the Town Council, is Township Trustee 
and Secretary of the Clinton County Agricultural 
Society. He is also a member of Howard Post, G,. 
A. R., and Right-Hand Lodge, No, 281, A. F. & 
A. M., and Kilwinning Chapter, No. 56, R. A. M, 

He is a man of large usefulness, both public and 
private, and a worthy and respected member of 
society. In religious principles he believes and 
worships with the Congregational Church. In 
business he is known to possess marked ability and 
receives a full measure of success. The German 
Fire Insurance Company, of Freeport, LL, is repre- 
sented by him, and he is not only agent for various 
“Steamship lines, but transacts business with and 
sells drafts on foreign banks. 
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ARL MANGELSEN, a farmer on section 
20,in Center Township, was born in Schles- 
wig, Germany, May 20,1826. He came 
to America in 1867, setting sail from Tam- 

burg, and landing at New York City after a voy- 

age of nine days and six hours. He at once pro- 
ceeded to Chicago, where he worked for Cook 

County, digging ditches. At this he continued for 

three months, and then removed to Clinton County, 


ul. four years. 

ha * In 1870 he was united in marriage with Mrs, 
“Sneckloth, a widow lady. Ile thus became possess- 
ies al or of 120 acres of land. She lost her first husband, 
a) J John Sneckloth, Aug. 4, 1868. They were mar- 
ried in April, 1860, and there were five children 
he born of their union, as follows: Henry, born Jan. 5, 
i 1861; August, born March 6, 1862; Minnie, Dee, 
“3, 1863, and died Dee. 25, 1867; Annie, born Feb, 
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Towa, where he worked by the month on farms for 














Hl 

The care of horses, gardening and other small i 
duties were his general work, but as he grew older in 
and became stronger he adopted the vocation of in 
coachman, continuing with the higher class or En- t 

- lish aristocrats, 4 
Mr. Maltas was married Oct. 20, 1842, to Ann §) 


2, 1865, and John, born Noy. 30, 1867. By her 
second union she has one son—Charley H., 
Nov. 18, 1871. 

Mr. Mangelsen is 
owner of 


born 


at the the 
good land. the 
fortunate companion of a most generous-hearted 


present writing 


140 aeres of He is also 


woman, She has been at all times a hard, earnest 
worker, witha strong desire to sueceed in the world, 
She is still comparatively young in years, being 
born in Holstein, Germany, in 1835, and coming 
to America in 1856 with her parents, whose names 
were Henry and Dorah Buch. Iter father 
1857 and her mother in 1870. 

Mr. Mangelsen is engaged in mixed farming, and 
he and his wife are members of the Lutheran Church, 
Politically Mr. 
well known and respected in the community where 
he lives. 

A fine lithographic view of Mr. 
dence is shown on another page of this work, 


died 
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Mangelsen is » Democrat, and he is 
Mangelsen’s resi- 


LE 6) ee 
ILLIAM MALTAS was born in Yorkshire, 
1D ngland, June 1, 1821, and is the son of 
William and Ann (Harrison) Maltas. Un- § 
til he reached the age of thirteen, he made his home § 
under the parental roof, but after that time earned §: 








his own way, being employed in the homes of rich 


families, where he made himself generally useful. 





Maria Pickering, also a native of Yorkshire. Two 
years after this alliance he engaged as a grocer in 
Hull, and, liking the position, continued in it until 
1851. He started with but a small capital in the 
business for himself and succeeded beyond his ex- 
pectations, but in 1851 he found his liabilities in- 
creasing each year, and also that they came from 
book accounts which he kept with customers. Bills 
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often proved worthless on his hands, and the credit 
system forbade his refusing any seemingly honest 
man, 
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upon the decision, emigrated to America. He was | entered his land“he had not_even that mode of con ue 
influenced in his choice of Clinton County as a | veyance, but was obliged to walk the entire dis ah . 
future home by letters received from friends who | tance to the office, located at that city. It was ie _ 
lived there. March 20, 1851, he set sail from | mostly an English settlement where they lived, and i, - 
Liverpool, and, accompanied by his wife, after a | the people, though of limited means, were. extremely Pee ‘, # 
voyage of fifty days, landed at New Orleans. ‘They | hospitable and kind. During the w inter season the i (ai < 
‘ame by boat to Camanche and engaged a team to were in the habit of v isiting from house to house to net .. 
take them to Welton Township. He had previously | vary the monotony of their uneventful lives. db he: eo } 
forwarded money and had bought forty acres of | men would hitch the cattle to a sled, and the fam- 
timber land in that township, but did not settle on | ily, taking plates, knives and forks and other things vl 
that tract. Ie instead entered eighty acres lying | to provide for the ‘@uests, as each possessed so lit- 
on sections 21 and 22, in township 82, range 3, and | tle, would settle themselves in the conveyance and : 
erected a log cabin upon it, and there commenced | go with merry hearts to the homes of their neigh- J 


his career as a farmer. In a few years his land was 
neatly enclosed, well improved and cultivated and 
his timber land disposed of, he buying forty acres 
afterward of improved land that joined his farm, 
He still owns the place, which he has in every way 
modernized and made convenient and attractive. 
A pleasant 
frame barn and smaller outbuildings, 
planted fruit and shade trees, shrubbery and flowers, 
and his farm is one of the most attractive homes in 
the county. In 1882 he rented the farm and came 
to De Witt, where he and his family now live 
retired, 

Mr. Maltas’ first wife died Feb. 1, 
deeply and tenderly mourned, His last matri- 
monial alliance was made with Jane Pearson, Her 
home was in Hull, Yorkshire, England, and the date 
of her nativity was May 80, 1818. She is the 
daughter of Joseph and Ann (Bibbing) Pearson, 
and came to America with her father, brother ‘and 
sister in 1854, settling in Welton ’ Township, where 
her father died in 1873. Ma. and Mrs. Maltas were 
members of the Church of England, but are at. 
tendants in this country of the Methodist E piscopal 
Church. They are good and reliable citizens, 
pleasant friends and agreeable neighbors. They 
relate many incidents of interest in their pioneer 
lives, and say their log cabin was furnished partly 
with homemade furniture. Their bedsteads were 
logs with bored holes, in which poles were inserted 
and the whole structure held up by posts. Mr. M, 
had one pair of oxen when he commenced farming, 
and with them did his marketing at Davenport. 
That city was thirty miles distant, but when he 


farmhouse stands upon it, besides a 
He has also 


1878, and was 
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bors. Many of them are to-day in comfortable, if 


not wealthy, circumstances, but remember pleas- 


+ tok, 





antly the old days, 
* io. lz 
HRISTIAN PETERSON, of Welton, was - 
, born in Denmark, April 22, 1834, and is _ 
/ the son of Hans and Dras (Wehsonts Peter- ane, 
s0n, natives of Denmark, Mr, Peterson, Sr., was a >’ 
laborer and farmer in the old country. Our sub- 
ject began in the world at an early age, being only er 
ten years old when he first began work for his board os a 
and clothing, at which he continued until he reached me) 
“— 


the age of fourteen; he then received wages amount- 
ing to 86 a year and clothing for one year. Tiring 
of circumstances which seemed so much like slave- 
ry, he embarked on a 
starting from Denmark. 


Ear} 


vessel for a sea voyage, |e 
At the age of seventeen | 
he came to New York, then sailed from New York ie 
and other parts of the United States, leading the 
life of a sailor until twenty-nine years of age, 
when he was promoted to the position of Second 
Mate, Subsequently he was promoted to First Mate. 
Ile was a saloon-keeper at New York for two years. 
Mr. Peterson next attempted railroading on the 
Union Pacifie Railroad, and was also bridge-builder 
for a year and a half, after which he went back to 
New York, taking up his former occupation, that 
of a sailor, He then went into hotel-keeping as an 
occupation, which he conducted for eleven yeas. 
He then came to his present home, which he pur- 
chased in 1874, and in 1877 began its improve- 
ment, At the present time, under his tasteful eye 


. 


tT Fg 


eee, | sale Oy" he 





Zi ZS 


erin reer 
tSeeeeee 84688 


i « : 
eve 
| a —< 


re 


. 
© 


: 
—_— 


REEPED ERUCELNATENEAEREEARAESERES ERM st : 


CLINTON COUNTY 





and hand, it has grown to be the handsomest place | tive of Germany. The grandfather came to the 
in this township. | ~ United States when quite young, and located in 
Mr. P. was married Sept. 28, 1865, to Miss Cath- | Baltimore, Md., with his parents, and later removed 
erine Will, who was born on February 5; 1842, in | to Pennsylvania, where he was married, From the 
England. She was the daughter of Fenton and | latter State he removed to Jefferson County, Ohio, 
Anna (Breuen) Will, natives of Ireland and En- | and was a pioneer settler there. Ile bought Gov- 
gland respectively. She died April 26,1880. The | ernment land in that county, and there spent the 
union of Mr, and Mrs, Peterson was productive of | latter years of his life, engaged in agricultural pur- 
the birth of twelve children, four of whom are liv- | suits. 
ing—Anna D. White, born Dee. 3, 1864; Kate Har- George Ryder, our subject’s father, after his 
vey, born May 30, 1866; Fenton J., Sept. 10,1873, 9 marriage in Jefferson County, Ohio, settled on a 
and Edith M., Aug. 28, 1879. farm and followed that calling fora time and then 
Our subject is a member in good and regular | engaged in his trade, that of a blacksmith, which he 
standing of the Lutheran Church. In politics heis | prosecuted in that county until 1848. Ile then re- 
a Democrat. Ie is one who is widely esteemed for | moved to Harrison County and continued working 
his usefulness in local affairs, and fills positions of | at his trade until old age compelled him to cease 
trust frequently. Ie has held the office of School | labor,and he there died in the eighty-sixth year of his 
Director and shows an abiding interest in educa- | age. He was a soldier in the War of 1812, and be- 
tional matters. loved and respected by all who knew him for his 
The subject of our sketch at present owns afarm | good traits of character. The maiden ‘name of. his 
of 280 acres, and is engaged in general farming and | wife was Catherine Culp. She was born in Somer- 
stock-raising. He also owns from fifty to seventy- | set County, Pa., of German parentage, and died 
five head of cattle and from eight to twelve head | when eighty-five years of age. They had ten chil- 
of horses. He is a man of adventurous turn of | dren by their union, nine of whom are yet living. 
mind and has been the subject of some important George K, Ryder was the eighth of his parents’ 
circumstances, being shipwrecked three times and | family, When he was seventeen years old ‘he en- 
only saved by being picked up by passing vessels. | gaged with an elder brother to learn the wagon- 
He received his education in New York and at- | maker’s trade, and after an apprenticeship of two 
tended faithfully to his employment by day, study- | years mastered it, He then went to Virginia, where 
Zl ing in the night schools and paying at the rate of | he worked as a journeyman until 1853. Returning 
rth $1 for two hours. Heiss member of the Masonic | to Ohio, he continued to make that his home until 
AE a fraternity. the spring of 1854, when he came to this State and 
tS + — +5 4¢h953-—_ +2» took up his abode in Jackson County, where he en- 
| tered Grovernment land, He did not, however, 
JEORGE K. RYDER. The subject of this | make settlement on his land, but continued to work 
“notice is certainly entitled to be considered | at his trade and also that of a mason, In 1857 he 
te not only one of the self-made men of Clin- | came to De Witt and was occupied in working at 
ae _ ton County, but one of her respected and honored — the mason’s trade in that place until 1862, 
p: a citizens and a gentleman of more than ordinary August 9 of the latter year our subject enlisted 
t || ability as a business-man, Since 1885 he has been — jn Co. IT, 26th Lowa Vol. Inf., and served until the 
ai engaged in the steam feedmill business, being a | 15th of April, 1865. Soon after his enlistment he 
a member of the firm of Ryder & Brown, proprietors | was detailed as wagon-master and continued in that 
of a steam gr istmill at De Witt. position until six months prior to receiving his dis- 
, Mr. Ryder was born in Knox ‘Township, Jetfer- charge. After being discharged he returned to De 
y gon Co., Ohio, Nov, 24, 1832. His father was Witt, and was oceupied in contracting and build- 
Leah Byder, born in Pennsylvania in 1793. The ing, and continued in that vocation until 1885. 
randfather of our subject was John Ryder, a na- | During that year he engaged in the business which 
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he is at present prosecuting. Tle is one of the stock. | sails 40 boarders, 75 who study the art of music }y 
holders of the Opera-Ilouse and has been manager and 20 who are learning embroidery and painting. 
of it since it was erected. He has been a member | There are also about 70 boys who are taught at the 
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nie Lathan in 1868. Sheavas born in New York — uated in Dubuque County. Her watchful care, 


of the City Council, and is one of De Witt’s enter- | church by two of the Sisters. 
| é p it} ry. ° . ; . . +? I 
| prising and respected citizens. This institution has seventeen Sisters engaged as Hrsg 
Mr. Ryder was united in marriage with Miss Jen- | teachers, and the Mother House of this order is sit- }): 
| | a: 


City and has borne him two children—Katie and | however, over the progress and prosperity of the 
George. Mrs, Ryder, by a former marriage, had | seminary is untiring, and so able have been its 
one daughter, named Nellie, Mrs. Ryder died Oct. | workings that its condition is flourishing and. it 
»)7 78 | a) a4 var . . My 
27, 1878 ranks high wnong the very first Roman Catholic 
Politic: uly Mr. R. votes with the Republican party. | institutions in the State of Towa 
Ile is a member of De Witt Lodge, No. 34, A. F. The instructions embraced in the 
& A, M.,and also of De Witt Lodge, No. 40, A, 
ta 
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atalogue of 
the Seminary are in all the branches that are found 
necessary both to a solid and practical edueation, 
and to it are added all the lighter and more orna- 
a f= ae mental branches which tend toward social refine- 

—~ ment. They quote among the books used by the 
school and branches taught the following’: Chris- 
: tian Doctrine, Orthography and Reading, Elocu- 
AC y ister Mary Anastasia, Superior of * Our | tion, Language and Composition, Mathematics and 
Lacy of Angels” Seminary, Lyons, with | Chemistry, Ancient and Modern listory and Liter- 
her companions, is the subject of this per- | ature; Logic and Natural, Moral and Intellectual 
sonal narration, No institution within the | Philosophy; Geology, Physiology, 
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Astronomy, 
borders of Clinton County deserves higher | Botany, Zoology and Conchology, Ornithology and 
commendation for nobility of purpose, works | the Languages (French, German and Latin), Music 

of goodness and womanly graces than she of whom (vocal and instrumental), Drawing and Painting 
we write and her companions. ‘They were the first | (oil, water and crayon), Embroidery in linen, silk 
Sisters of Charity who ever came to Lyons, and | and chenille; “ancy Work and Wax Work. Much 
they made their entree into the society of that city | might be said of this prosjerous and thriving insti- 
in 1871, and immediately began to teach. At the | tution, as every effort is made toward the advance- 
opening of their little school they had but seven | ment and elevation of the moral, religious and in- 
pupils, and from this small beginning, by these | tellectual nature, With the | % 
Sisters who labored alone, has grown a seminary. | museum which 
Like the tiny thread which alone is weak, but, when 
united with countless others, forms a cable of giant 
strength, so these Sisters have striven against ob- 
stacles, rebuffs and trials of patience, and, like Joan 
of Are, redeemed their people. The handsome 
erounds which surround the building are beautified 
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building there is a 
Connects with the seminary and 


which contains many rich and valuable specimens 
from foreign countries, 


A strong desire is shown 
to embrace among the curiosities the productions. 
of other lands and nations. Among these are 
found birds, beasts, minerals. reptiles, fish and 
shells, and countless articles of virtu and unique 
specimens of every description, for the benefit of 
the pupils and all patrons and interested persons 
Who so far honor the cause of education and ad- 
vancement as to visit the seminary. ‘The lives of 
overlooking the mighty Father of Waters, and ji these Sisters have embraced aE actions just and 
situated in a most beautiful and healthful Lee om true, and their labors shall not eee been performed 
It numbers among its inmates 200 pupils—140 day | in vain, Through the future, when life has ceased 


and attractive to the eye, while the seminary and 
its surroundings cost in the vicinity of “$30,000, 
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and show that money has not been spared in mak- 
ing it all that it should be. It Stands on the bluffs 
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with them below, they shall be remembered as those | with seven yoke of cattle, and used that for a 
who in all nobility of soul and purpose “have done — dwelling-house. his was wild land, lying on 
what they could.” — section 6 of Orange’Township. - He has since bought 

A view of the Seminary of Our Lady of Angels — other land and has now about four hundred acres 


will be found on page 268, in all, and it is highly cultivated and. improved, as 


— 


Pees 
Se Se 


_ he takes much pleasure and pride in his agricultu- 
ral pursuits, Subsequent, to buying the land, he 





built a medium-sized, comfortable and handsome 
frame house. Ile has besides added sheds and 


OHN RATHI. Prominent among’ the prac- stables for the’ shelter ‘of stock, has planted shade 
tical and progressive farmers and the enter- | and fruit trees, and has done everything in lis 
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prising citizens of Clinton County, Towa, power to give to his possessions an appearance in- 


may be found the subject of this biography. | dicative of a home. In addition to his agricultu- 
He is well known for industry, and may be deserv- pa] tastes and pursuits, he raises grain and stock and 
edly styled a self-made man, and his home, which may be considered in all ways specially prosperous 
lies in Orange Township, is the result of his own — jn his field of industry. 
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patient labor, his perseverance and his strength of Mr. Rathje was united in marriage Dee. 30, 1860, 
purpose. Mr. Rathje was born in Holstein, Ger- — with Justine Bolte. a native of Germany, who came #1) : 
many, Aug, 14, 1854, and is the son of John and | to America when seventeen years of ave. She is 
Henrietta Rathje. the daughter of Henry and Justine Bolte, and is 


Our subject attended school until his sixteenth | the mother of two children by her marriage—Al1- 
year, and in the meantime learned to weay e, Which | bert and Willie. The parents are members of the 
trade he followed until 1852. June 6 of that year | [utheran Church, and active workers in its 200d 
he set sail from Hamburg, and landed at New York. deeds. Mr. Rathje is liberal in politics, and usually 









after a voyage of seven weeks. They went to Mil- | votes for the man who seems best fitted to fill the iy 
waukee, but as every avenue seemed closed to him, — office acceptably, id 
and there seemed to be no Opportunity for finding | Mr, Rathje’s parents came to America in 1859, t 


work, they returned to Rochester, N. Y., where our and made their home with their children for a time, 
subject was stricken down with typhoid fever, and | he dying at the age of eighty-two, and she at the 
vas sunable to do anything until the coming spring* age of eighty-one years. By their union six chil- 
At that time he engaged in the manufacture of | dren were born to them, as follows: August, who 
brick at $12 per month, besides expenses. He | was killed in the War of [848; Johanna, wife of D, 
worked there during the season, and in the winter Anderson, of De Witt Township; Henry, who 
essayed learning the carpenter’s and joiner’s trade, — came to America in 1852, and was heard from, but 
at which he served for six months. After that he | once afterward; John, who is the next in or der of | 
was pronounced capable and did journeyman’s | birth; Fred, who came to America in 1857 and 
work in Rochester until 1856, He then went to | died in California in 1875, and Adolph. He came 
the city of Davenport and adopted his trade, work- | with his parents, and, enlisting in the Union service 
ing at it until 1858. In the meantime his brother- | in the 26th Lowa Vol. Inf., Co, KE, died in the city 
in-law had bought eighty acres of wild prairie land |» of Saint Louis in 1863, from disease contracted 
/in De Witt Township, and Mr, Rathje bought forty | while in the line of his duty, 
acres of it from him. In 1860 he made the first Our subject is a man whose efforts in his own be- 
improvements on his land, and erected a small | half have made him all he is, He had but the 
va frame house, and in 1863-64 bought eighty acres small sum of $10 in his pocket when he came to 
|) adjoining him, Then, in 1867, he sold out, buy- |, America, and his subsequent sickness depleted his 
Gr BY) ing 160 acres more. He moved the depot build- — small resources after that, so that he really began 
ing from Grand Mound Station to his place, 
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the struggle for a home in a new country in debt, 
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and as he is now one of the most substantial, 
wealthy and influential farmers of Clinton County, 
it is safe to infer that his labors have accomplished 
something, which is a proof that no honest effort is 
ever wasted, 
SSS ae —_ 
/ AMES G. PEARSE. In the busy Gomimun- 
ity located in the thriving little city of De 
Witt we find numerous energetic and thor- 
ough-going business-men who have attained 
success through their own tact, good judgment and 
perseverance. Among this number is the gentle- 
man whose name heads this biographical notice, 
and who at the present time is engaged in the 
grocery business at that place. Ile was 
Addison, Steuben Co,, N. Y., Jan. 9, 1846. 
The father of our subject, James TH. Pearse, was 
Providence, R. I., May 29, 1821. and his 
father, grandfather of our subject, by name Robert 
Pearse, Bristol Co., Mass. 
The great-grandfather of James G, Pearse, Richard 
Pearse by name, was also a native of Rehoboth, 
Mass., and of Scotch parentage. Richard 
Pearse was a soldier in the Revolutionary War, a 
hatter by trade, 
death, 


born at 


born 


was born in Rehoboth, 


was 


and followed that trade until his 
Ilis son, Robert Pearse, was a member of 
an independent military company which was called 
out during the War of L&12. Le was also a hatter 


by trade and a manufacturer, and carried on his 


business in Rehoboth, and later in Providence, until - 


his (lemise, his sons in the meantime managing the 
farm which their father owned in the neighborhood 
of Rehoboth. He died in 1832, 
name of his wife, our subject’s grandmother, was 
Lydia Blanding, born in Rehoboth and of English 
descent. . 

The father of our subject, James H. Pearse, was 
the youngest of his parents’ eight children, He 
was ten years old when they removed from Provi- 
dence to Rehoboth, and alternated his labors on 
the farm with attendance at the common schools 
until he was twenty years of age. He then went 
to York State and worked in a sash and blind fae. 
tory for four years, when he went to railroading in 
the capacity of an employe of the Erie Railroad 


Pere! 
ZETES Tce) 


fometeenss 


The maiden” 





| 


| 





CLINTON COUNTY. 











Company, and with whom he remained for thirteen | 


years. Ile first began as switchman, and was grad- 
ally promoted as his competency increased until 


he became conductor. In 18638 he was appointed 
Government Grain Inspector, and held that position 
until the following year. In 1864 he was conductor 
on the military railroad in Virginia. In 
came to this county, located at De Witt, 
engaged in the produce and commission business. 
In 1873 he returned East and settled at Providence, 
kt. I., where he embarked in the grocery and pro- 
Vision trade, and continued the same for five years, 
Ile was then in the employ of the Rumford Chem- 
ical Works in that place, and remained with them 
until 1885, when he again returned to De Witt, 
where he has since lived. James H. Pearse was 
sana Jan. 10, 1843, to Nancy A, Brown, born in 
Tompkins County, N, Y., Jan, 4, 1825, and by 
their union four children were born: Aurelia P. is 
a resident of Morrison, Il; James G. is the sub- 
ject of this notice; William C. isa resident of New 
York City, and Walter E. is a traveling salesman 
for a Chicago firm, 

James G. Pearse was educated in a select school, 
and continued to prosecute his studies until he 
sixteen years of age, 


was 
He then commenced work-— 
ing as an employe of the Erie Railway, acting in 
the capacity of clerk, and was rapidly promoted 
during the eight years he worked for the company 
until he became conducter. In 1870 he resigned 
the position he held with that company, came to 
this county and, locating at De Witt, engaged in 
the produce and commission business in COMpany 
with his father, They continued together until 
1874, when he bought his father’s interest and 
prosecuted the business alone for one year, He 
then sold it and opened a grocery-store in Company 
with William Rule, which they 
1877, and then disposed of it. 


conducted until 
Our subject then 
engaged as salesman for a wholesale grocery-house 
at Chicago. In 1883 he purchased the grocery 
stock of Fuller & Comole, and employed J. H. 
Saxton to conduct the business while he was on the 
road in the capacity of salesman for the Chicago 
house, and in March, 1885, he resigned his position 
and assumed the management of his store, 

Janes G, Pearse was united in marriage, Dec. 
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17, 18735, to Anna M. Wood, who was born in Jef- 
ferson, Greene Co., Pa., and is a daughter of Enoch 
and Doreas (Bell) Wood. They have two children 
—Lillian B. and Bonnie Edna, 

Mr, Pearse is a member of De Witt Lodge No, 
281, A. F. & A. M., and also of the Northwestern 
Traveling Men’s Association. 
Republican, and seldom fails to vote with that 


In politics he is a 


party when opportunity presents itself, 


KORGE W. KEISTER, of Lincoln Town- 
ship, born Noy. 24, 1826, in Rocking- 
ham County, Va., is the son of William 
and Klizabeth (Bowman) Keister. Ilis par- 
ents were natives of Virginia, on the mother’s 
side of German descent, though his ereat- 






“ grandfather came from England. They came to 
Towa in 1847, from their home in Virginia, and set- 
tled in Jackson County, where they both remained 
up to the date of their demise. The father passed 
from life in July, 1858, and the mother in June, 
1874. The father of our subject was born in 1801 
and his mother in L800. 
Jackson County, consisting of 660 acres. which he 


They bought a farm in 


divided among his children, six in number. 

The subject of this personal history was the see- 
ond son, and left his home in 1852 to contend with 
the world for an existence. He was all faith and 
hope, as youth generally is, and immediately started 
for California with an ox-team, with three other 
men, He succeeded in making the journey over- 
land and remained until 1854, when he went back 
to New York City via the Nicaragua route. When 
Mr. Keister made his trip to California it was dur- 
ing the gold excitement. He worked in the mines 
most of the time during his stay there of eighteen 
months, and succeeded in making about $2,000, 
_ As he made his money he sent it to his father, who 
loaned it out in County Jackson on mortgages, a 
portion of it at the rate of 25 per cent interest. 
On his arrival at New York City, several of the 
Californians accompanying him, as well as himself, 
were met at the steamer by runners who escorted 
them to what purported to be a railroad office, but 
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Mr. 


Keister and sixty companions purchased railroad 








which was simply a fraudulent establishment, 


tickets to Chicago, for which they paid $20 in wold; 
for the money they received emigrant tickets to 
Cleveland, and orders on a man in Cleveland for 
the balance of the ticket. None of the parties ex- 
cept Mr. Keister would take the time or trouble to 
prosecute the parties who sold the tickets. Not so 
with him. He made two trips to New York City 
On purpose to appear as a witness against them, and 
such was the persistency 6f the prosecution that 
one was sent to the penitentiary for a year and a 
half and the other to the Tombs for six months. 
The celebrated Oakey Hall was Deputy Prosecut- 
ing Attorney in these cases. We mention this cir- 
cumstance more to show the characteristics of Mr. 
Keister than for any other reason, Being honest 
himself, he wants others to be so likewise, 

When Mr, Keister returned to Jackson County, 
he worked for his father, employed on a building 
Which he was then having erected, a fine brick 
house. As the location of his house was on the 
stage route, he frequently entertained travelers. 

Mr. Keister was married May 17/1855, to Miss 
Mary MeMurphy, daughter of Archibald and Riz- 
pah (Bacon) MeMurphy. Mr, MceMurphy was of 


Scotch-Irish extraction and his wife of Knelish de- 


scent. They are now living in Washington Terri- 
tory. After his marriage Mr, Keister lived for one 


year with his parents, then bought a farm of 220 
This, with the sixty 
acres received from his father, made a farm of 280 
He continued here till 1880, and sold out 
and came to his present home in Lincoln Township, 
Ilis 
dence, which is a large, handsome brick strueture 
of modern style, substantially built, is probably the 


acres adjoining his father’s, 
acres, 


which he has handsomely improved, resi- 


finest farmhouse in the county; it stands on an & 


eminence commanding an extensive view of the 
broad, beautiful bottoms between it and the Missis- 
sippi River; from the veranda one can see the 
boats on the river, three lines of railroad and the 
cities of Clinton, Albany and Camanche, A. yiew of 
this residence will be found on another page. He 
how owns about 860 acres, 

The family circle of Mr, and Mrs, Keister is 
broad and liberal in its outlines and has admitted 
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i thirteen new members of the household, allof whom | residence and business property m that place. , 
TE survive except two, They are as follows: Nettie | Since that time he has followed his trade in this | - ; 
te B., wife of R. C. Ross, of Grinnell; Elizabeth, wife | county. In his chosen field of industry he has been — +5 
q : of KF. Il, Jacobs, Secretary of the Y. M. C. A., at | successful. THe now takes contracts to do painting _ 
Q Joliet, Il.; George, an architect in New York City, | and employs men to assist him. a i gs Oe Sele 4 
ne who designed his father’s house; Charlotte; Charles | Mr. Lorensen contemplates returning after awhile : ss 
IE C.,.a boot and shoe trader at Grinnell; Benjamin | to the “old Faderland” to live at his birthplace , 
h ; B., at home; Fannie, Harrie, Nellie, Archie and | with his mother and sister. : 
ne Edna. b 
: Mr. Keister is a good and reliable member of Pree — 4 oe EH : 
the Methodist HK piscopal eerie ee supports the ARL SHRODER: tarmér and Stock-breadet: = 
ne Democrali¢ party: Fe he held offices mas town- _ located on section 19, Center Township, was 

i ship; Ag been Pevensey Shere — Bee siti — born in, Holstein, Germany, July 7, 1836. 

ce in both Jackson ‘Township, Jackson ones and | He emigrated to America in the fall of 1862, and 


ef Lincoln Township, Clinton County. his 
large enterprise and desire to succeed, together 


landed in New York City, a stranger and alone, 
after a passage of six weeks. 


ar 


Ile remaimed there 
fourteen days and then removed to Davenport, 
Towa, and then walked to this county, a distance of 
thirty-two miles. ‘The first winter he worked on a 
farm, and the following spring he went to Lyons, 


with his energy and perseverance, and this county 
is justified in feeling that it has in him an accept- 


able citizen. Ile is one of her energetic, prosper- 


ous and representative agriculturists. 


where he engaged as deck-hand on the steamer 
Hawkeye. ‘That was then the largest steamboat on 
the Upper Mississippi River, and his run was from 
Saint Louis to Saint Paul. During the summer he 
pursued this vocation, and in the autumn again en- 
gaged his service toa farmer. He also followed 
employment on the river a second season, and later 
purchased forty acres of land of Mr. Dennis, then 
a resident of Camanche, 
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‘yy NGWERT LORENSEN, a resident of the town 

| of Low Moor, 
‘A, the province of Schleswig-Holstein, Germany, 
July 4, 1857. 
erina (Sorensen) Lorensen, 
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Clinton County, was born in 


He is the son of Carstan and Cath- 
His parents were also 
natives. of “Holstein, Germany, and Carstan, his 
father, was for many years a soldier in the German 


The land was on section 
21, in Center Township, and he added to it slowly 
until he had 100 acres. In the autumn of 1869 he 


peeverite 


army. After leaving the service he engaged in 
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‘ farming, and was the owner of one of the well- | sold 100 acres and ht & it ; if 
| adh cs a | 7 MS SOM acres and bought 200 situated on section tht 
tilled farms and comfortable homesteads of the | 19, where he now lives, which was wild and raw my Wy . 


neighborhood in whieh he resided until his death, 
which took place May 11,1878. Of the children 
born to Carstan and Catherina Lorensen, only two 
ure now living-—our subject and his sister Hannah, 
who is single and lives with her mother at the old 
home place. 

The subject of our sketch was educated in the 
schools of his native province, and on reaching the 
age of sixteen he became an apprentice to learn 
the painter’s trade, Ile came to America in 1881, 
landing at New York June 19, and proceeded im- 
mediately west to Clinton, Iowa, The next day 
he went to Elvira, where he immediately secured 
employment with Mr, A. A. Hansen, to paint his | 


prairie land. A handsome, neat two-story dwelling, 
thirty-six feet square, with a ten-feet basement, was 
the residence which he erected, and it cost him 


Having now 

















prepared the dainty cage, Mr. 
Shroder looked about him on every hand, and May 
9, 1860, found for it a resident in the person of 
Miss Charlotte Shroder. She was born in Hol- 
stein, Germany, May 1, 1818, and arrived in this 
country June 3, 1864. She landed at New York 
City, after a voyage of forty days. Mr. and Mrs. 
Shroder have no children, but have adopted a little 
girl, Amelia Shroder. 

Mr. and Mrs. 8. are members of the Lutheran 
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Church, and politically he is a Democrat in belief. 
He is one among the large stock-breeders in the 
township, and he has been successful in life. He 
stands yery high in the estimation of his neighbors 
and all who.know him. A fine lithographic view 
of Mr. Shroder’s commodious residence is shown on 
another page of this work, as is also some of his 
fine stock, 
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ENRY WILSON, whose name stands high 
on the records of Clinton County as a 
prominent citizen and a successful farmer, 
is the subject of this personal notice. Tis 
home is situated on section 8, in Elk River Town- 
ship, and he has one of the best farms in the 
county. He was born in County Down, Ireland, 
Oct. 21, 1839. His father, James Wilson, was an 
Irish farmer, and he spent his early life on the farm 
of his father, who was also named James, and who 
died in County Down, Our subject’s father re- 
mained there until he was married to Miss Susan 
Ferguson, a lady born in the same county, ‘They 
were both of Scottish ancestry, which extended far 
back, as is generally the case with the most of 
North-of-[reland people. 

Mr. Wilson was the third in order of birth in a 
family of five—three sons and two daughters. One 
of the sons and one of the daughters are now 
The living members of the family are 
The older brother, 
James, is in Bourbon County, Kan., and is a 
farmer. (See sketch of James McKitterick.) In 
1855 the father of our subject and his family came 
to the United States and located at Teed’s Grove, 
in this township and county. Llere the father died 
in August, 1856. The mother had gone to her 
long home about 1843, 

Mr. Wilson, of whom we write, upon the death 
his father set out to secure a livelihood, earning 
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“hands, and after a number of years, in which he had 
labored faithfully, he was married at the home of 


Hae ahis bride, in this township, March 27, 1868. Mis 
ii rege companion was M iss Susanna Stumbaugh, 


A“ who was born in Cumberland County, Pa., in 1846. 
she came West with her parents in 1852, and her 


Peete 


| 
| 


CLINTON COUNTY. 


[ea eee se ee se 8 2 28 | 
5 DREEEREE ERE LEATPPORR eA BECOREEL EEE? 
Wessieessssseess rryarxmss 


father died during the journey on the Mississippl 


River, of cholera. Her mother, from whom all 
earthly stay and support was so suddenly taken, 
was almost stunned by the shock; but, rallying and 
coming to the front in the strength of we manhood, 
she took her nine children and finished the journey, 
coming to Elk River Township. She experienced 
the hope that she might bring her little brood to 
maturity; but after an exhaustive struggle with 
nature, she, too, departed this life, Aug. 3, 1867, 
To leave her well-nigh distracted children was ¢ 
sore affliction to the mother’s heart, but, relying on 
the word of Him who has promised to be a husband 
to the widew and a father to the orphan, she went 
down to the Valley of the Shadow of Death, fearing 
Mrs. Wilson lived 
with her mother and brother until her marriage. 
and was the mother of three children, one of whom 
William J. resided at Fulton and at- 
tended college. May also received unusual ad- 
vantages at school, attending at Fulton, Mrs. 
Wilson departed this life at her home in this town- 
Frederick, her son, died at the 


no evil. for He was with her. 


is deceased, 


ship, July 5, 1873, 
age of nine months. Mr. W. was a member of the 
Congregational Church, earnest and devoted, and 
at the last relinquished life in the hope of those 
glories which have not entered into the heart of 
man, 

June 16, 1881, Mr.. Wilson was Again married ; 
this time to Mrs, Ellen Wilson, nee Stumbaugh, 4 
sister of his former wife, who was born in Columbia 
County, Pa., April 19,1851. She was but a small 
child when her mother arrived in this township, and 
after her death lived with an elder brother until 
her marriage with William M, Wilson, a younger 
brother of our subject, who was born June 10, 
1844, and died Sept. 12, 1879. Two children were 
born to them—Bertha M. and Harry s, ‘The 
former is at school in Fulton and the latter is at 
home, 

Mr. Wilson purchased his first land in the year 
1864. Ile now has eighty acres of finely improved 
land, and his wife is the owner of 131 acres, OD 
which they live. It is finely improved and culti- 
vated. 

Mr, Henry Wilson is a member of the Congre- 
eational Church, and his wife of the Christian 
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faltered no longer. Ile entered the 13th Iowa Vol, 
Inf. He was a member of Co. G, and joined the 
Army of the West under Col. Shehan. He parti- 
cipated ina number of engagements, among which 
was the 


_-_——— —— 





siege of Vicksburg. 
at Atlanta and 
Sherman in his celebrated march to the sea. 


Ile was_ slightly 
was one of those with 
Ile 
also went to Washington, D. C., with the latter, 
and was one of Crockers Brigade, that being the 


wounded 














cut down a tree two. feet in diameter, It was a 
Wwhiteoak, cut three feet from the ground, and in the 


top of the stump he hollowed a mortar for grinding 
COVrh. 


ye 
mee 


With a springpole sixteen feet in length, one 
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neg Chureh. Both are earnest, faithful disciples of the | manche, where he purchased land three miles north ; y 
ne meek and lowly One, and find that, dear as the | of the yillage. Tis farm ineluded 200 acres and + 
iF bond of marriage is, there is a closer and dearer | sixty acres of woodland on Beayer Island, and Pa 
ne connection when to it is added the fellowship of | on this he built a shanty which contained but one ; + 
50% rs P <| ‘ 5 tee “J 
it Christian love. In politics Mr. Wilson is Repub- | room. It was 12x16 in size, and he oceupied it fF a 
HEP 7. oe oan Ee ra 
hE lican and a stanch and earnest adherent to his | three years, after which he built a log house 18x20, ~ 
Te party's policy. . He continued the cultivation and improvement of . 
nee On the 21st of August, 1862, when our country | his land and raisine erain and cattle. Eight: chil- .¥ 
0 ; was convulsed with the fear of disunion, and when | dren grew up about the family hearthstone—George a 
| ” 7 : . 
i § on every hand was heard the cry for braye men to | N., Jane (Mrs. Baker), Eliza (Mrs. Root), Maria é 
nee uphold her honor, Mr, Wilson, who was a patriot | (Mrs. Tripp), William, Charles, and Robert and i 
ns to the core, looked upon the stars and stripes and | Silas, deceased. Near the old cabin Mr. Thomas “. 
he 
Ue 
Me 


SESH S SESE SESS SPSS SEES SETS OC ET HCE ES 





only brigade organized in Lowa, His last battle, or 
more properly skirmish, was at Bentonville. 
was honorably discharged June 2, 1865, at Daven- 
port, by General Order No. 94. His) brother, 
William M., was a Confederate soldier for about 
three years, under Gen. Price. He was wounded 
in the wrist by a gunshot from the Union soldiers, 
He was considered a courageous and bold soldier, 
mul figured in many engagements, but in none was 
he in conflict with the ranks in which his brother 
stood, 
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Both men have a noble war record; were 
true to their manhood in time of danger, and re- 
joice in the assurance of duty well done. 





5 gos) EKORGE N, THOMAS, of Clinton, one of the 
: =< prominent citizens and who was one of the 
: | progressive and practical farmers of this see- 






tion, was born June 10, 1814. He is a native of 


a New York, and his parents were Robert and Betsy 
t : K. (Cady) Thomas, natives of Nova Scotia and 
i 4 New York respectively. They came to Chicago in 
: E 1834, with their family, and his father was engaged 
5 in wheelwrighting. He remained there two years, 
1 ; then came to Clinton County and stopped at Ca- 
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end of which was in the ground, and a rope at- =i 
tached to the other, a pestle was made, and with - 
these rude contrivances they ground every particle =a 
of corn which they used or ate. The parents re- - 
mained on the farm until April 11, 1864, the date co 
of the father’s death, and in October, 1872, the a 


mother died. 

George N. Thomas remained at home until twen- 
ty years of age and attended the district schools 
winters, working during the summers on the farm. 
After leaving home he worked at farming for two 
years, then, in 1846, he settled 120 acres of land in 
Lincoln Township, Clinton County, improving and 
cultivating it and afterward building a frame house 
20x26 upon it. In this he lived until 1878, when 
he came to Clinton, where he has since resided, pur- 
chasing, in 1882, a house on Seventh avenue, 

George N. Thomas was married to Teresa Austin 
Dee, 20, 1835. She was the daughter of Frederick 
and Sarah (Potter) Austin. Frederick Austin and 
wife had born to them nine children, seven of whom 
are living at the present day, as follows: Gardner, 
Jacob; Teresa, now Mrs. Thomas, born Oct. 5, 1818; 
Charlotte (Mrs. Burdick), Amy (Mrs. Hurlbert),. 
Frederick and Catherine, now Mrs. Alexander, 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas have a family of five chil- 
dren, as follows: Charles, married to Francis 
Niver, who is the father of three children—Lura, 
Harry and Ernest; Mary Jane, the eldest daugh- 
ter, married to John Brown, who died in 1873, 
leaving a family of five children—Lunetta, Millie, 
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Belle, John and Charles ; Mrs. Brown married for 
her second husband Charles Louks, and they have 
one child—Eftie; Frances (now Mrs. Aldredge), 


= SLA 














































Cay ara) ee = 





who has four children 
May (twins); Frederick, engaged as saw-filer at 
Young’s Mills, and Robert, married to Mary Price, 
and residing in Denver, 

Mr, Thomas has held the offices of ‘Township 
Trustee and School Director and is a member of 
the Advent Church, 
sion, is « Methodist. 
Republican, and is a strict and stanch adherent to 
his party. He and his wife were “arly settlers 
in Clinton County and are identified as pioneers of 
this section, Having watched the growth and prog- 
ress of the country, and feeling in it all the pride 
of one who sees a blank and barren wilderness grow 
up and develop into a city, they feel that its life 
and industry are to itself. a credit and honor and 
to others a source of pleasure and pride. 


His wife, by religious profes- 
In politics our subject is a 
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ENRY M. HANSEN. Prominent among 
the successful and progressive farmers of 
‘this county may be named the subject of 
this historical notice, whose homestead lies 
on section 10, Center Township, and who by his 
enterprise and his scientific research in the direction 
of his chosen industry has given to his work a sig- 
nificance and beauty of which few deem it capable. 
He came to this country in 1866, and landed at 
New York in company with his parents. He was 
i) born in Schleswig, Germany, July 14, 1847, and is 
| the son of Hans P. and Mary (Orins) Hansen, 
natives of Germany. 
Mr. Henry M. Hansen of this sketch was married 
H_fl_to Margaretta M, Boock, and they are the parents 
* iu of three children—Caroline, born April 25, 1883; 
a Ail Mary C., Jan. 25, 1884, and Agnes C., May 22, 
: | Pee 1885. Mrs, Hansen was born Jan. 5, 1861, and is 
nes * My: | the daughter of Hans J. HW. and Catherina (Johnk) 
— BRB Book, natives of Schleswig, Germany. (See sketch 
‘ _ Ey) of her father, Hans J, H. Boock.) 
~ ee 
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Mr. Hansen is largely endowed with landed es- 
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highly improved land, His buildings are in fine 
condition, his barn being a handsome structure, 
50x72 feet in size, and one of the handsomest anil 
He is 


eminently a self-made man, as he has made all the 


most commodious in Center Township. 


property of which he is now the owner through un- 
tiring industry and prudence. THe worked steadily 
from childhood and youth and up to the time of 
his majority by the month, but is at last in posses- 
sion of a handsome competency, 

Both Mr. H. and his wife are members of the 
Lutheran Church, devoted and earnest. In polit- 
ical sentiment he is Democratic, adhering to and 
supporting his party with vim and earnestness. 

A view of Mr, Hansen’s residence, large barn 
and outbuildings and fine stock is shown on another 


page, 
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ANS H. TIETJENS. The subject of this 
biography was born in Holstein, Germanys 
March 16, 1813, and is the son of Joseph 

)) and Anna (Mohr) Tietjens, both of Hol- 

stein, Germany. Joseph departed this life about 

Mr. 'T., of this writing, emigrated to Amer 

ica in 1856, landing at New York, and came to his 

present home in Clinton County, where he put- 
chased a farm of eighty acres On section 21, Hamp- 
shire Township. He was married in 1836. ‘The 
lady of his choice was born in 1814, and died in 

1870. Her maiden name was Antje Rohryedder, 

The subject of this biography is the father of eight 

children, seven of whom survive, as follows: Joseph. 
horn Sept. 10; George, born in 1838; John, horn 

in 1840; Anna, born in t842; Marx, born in 

1844; Hans TL. born in 1846; Catherine, born i 
1848, and William, born in 1851, John, who wis 
in the army, a member of Co. M, 2d Iowa Cave 

died at,the hospital at Keokuk, his disease being the 

outgrowth of injuries received while in the wrimy 





Ile was a brave soldier and in him his country lost 


a gallant defender, 

Our subject is a member of the Lutheran Chureh 
and is devoted in religious principle to that organ 
zation. In polities he is a Democrat. 


Ile received 
. « ° F . ‘ ”y f f 
his education in the common schools of Germanys 
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and has from boyhood shown a fondness for me- | vh when he moved to Erie County, Pa. There he | (x 
if chanical pursuits, and is the patentee of a hand- | purchased 200 acres of land, lived on it gr two ii) Mi 
Ne plow. ‘This was patented Sept. 3, 1867, and is | years, then sold it, and in 1852 came to this See | i : 
He more especially designed for the cultivation of @ar- | settling in Clinton County, where he purchased 160 i Y « 
nf dens, hedges, nurseries, etc., where neatness is re- | acres of land near Chancy, and where he has since i a k 
nee quired in turning the furrow. It also avoids the | that time lived. When Mr. Allar purchased his (79 ' 
ne marks left among the flowers by the feet of the | land in this county it was in its natural condition, | 
ne horses. Mr, ‘Tietjens left school at the age of six- | and on the tract stood a log house 20 x 20 feet in 
RE teen and was apprenticed to blacksmithing. He | dimensions. He began the laborious task of im- 
yet: learned the trade and worked at it at Bramstedt, proving his land, and by economy, perseverance 
he Holstein, Germany, until he was forty-three years | and hard labor has succeeded in obtaining a fine 
ing: of age, when he emigrated to America, He has a | competency, His life has been one of agricultural 
Mee shop in Hampshire ‘Township, on his farm, and did | pursuits, and he has certainly done his part toward 
He the best of work in that direction while able to la- | bringing that part of Clinton County in which he 
bE hor at all, He is a man much esteemed and | resides to its present high state of development. ; 
He respected by the community for his perseverance Thomas Allar was married in 1837. \'The lady ; 
ng: and integrity of character. whom he chose to accompany him in the journey of 
tg: life was Mrs. Pollie Lillie, a native of New York , 
te += .O——"»- and a daughter of Mr. and Mrs, Joseph Rathburn. 
te Her father was a soldier in the Revolutionary . 
hi HOMAS ALLAR. Prominent among the | War. By this union four children were born—Oli- 
ne settlers of Clinton County, who have wit- | Via, Corwin, Lura and Judson. Olivia became the 
ne nessed the wonderful development the | Wife of William Adams, and by him had three ; 2. 
nt county has made during the past thirty years | Children—Thomas, Annie and Bertha. Thomas a 
ne or more, and who have by honest toil and | married Miss Carrie Miller, and they have one d 
ue perseverance succeeded in acquiring a com- child—William. Olivia Adams died in [881. Cor- , 
ne petency, and are now enabled to retire from active | Win Allar married Miss Melissa Harris, and they vs 
1 labor and spend the sunset of life in peace and | have one daughter, Mary, who became the wife of j 
hi quiet, is the gentleman whose name heads this bio- | John Norman. Corwin Allar has three residences #5 
HF graphical notice, and who resides in Chaney. and lots in Chaney and has had the management of = 
nr Thomas Allar was born in Onondaga County, | our subject's farm for the past twenty years. Lura } 
hie N. Y., Feb, 22, 1804, and is a son of Abraham and | Allar married Parker Hall in 1866: he was a son of -_ 
TE Tasa (Sly) Allar, natives of that State. Abraham | Levi and Elizabeth (Rankin) Hall, natives of ; 
i Allar was a soldier in the Revolutic onary War, and Maryland, and was reared on a farm in that State; ~ 
De the canteen which he carried in his campaigns is | after leaving the home of his parents he worked for “ 
tf } now in the possession of his granddaughter, Mrs. he North-Western Railway Company for a time as < 
th Hall, the daughter of Thomas Allar. His father | fireman, and was then employed as engineer on the < ‘ 
i was a farmer by calling, and became the father of | same road for fifteen years; he lived in Clinton a 
nf eight children, only two of whom are living at this | until his death, which took place in 1883, and ~ 
ny 7 writing—Thomas and Abraham. Thomas Allar fol- | which left to the care of his wife two children— a 
Hi; lowed the occupation of a farmer on oe old pa- | ems and Lizzie. Mrs. Hall has a residence on —_ 
| te rental homestead. Ilis father died in 1812, | Tenth avenue, Clinton, which her husband pur aa 
ur and his mother in 1840, and our subject, leay- | chased, and is also proprietor of 1,600 acres of land .* 
a ing the parental home, went to Ohio, where, in _in Keith County, Neb., which she bought in 1885. : - 
2 i Ashtabula County, he purchased eighty acres of | Mrs, Hall and her daughter are now keeping house f 
a : land. He lived on this tract, working early and | at the old homestead in Chaney for her father, v 
ue late to improve it, and economizing, until 1850, | By a former marriage our subject had one child 
Vs AP 
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which did not survive long. Judson Allar mar- 
ried Dora Fenlon, and they have one child—Willie, 
He has been engaged as a commercial traveler for 
a number of years, but at this writing is conduct- 
ing a cigar store in Chicago, Ill. 

Mrs. Thomas Allar, second wife of our subject, 
by her former marriage had two children—Mar- 
quis and Rollin Lillie, both now living. Mrs, Allar 
died in 1878, aged 68 years. She was an exemplary 
Christian woman, a kind mother and a loving wife, 
and was strong in the tenets of the Baptist Church. 
Thomas Allar has been an active and enterprising 
citizen of this county for many years, and in addi- 
tion to his fine residence on the banks of the Father 
of Waters, he owns 480 acres of land in Plymouth 
County, for which he paid $7,000, and which he 
rents. In polities he votes with the Republican 
party. He is a true and consistent member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, His life has been 
anything but a failure, and he can look back upon 
the past satisfied that he has done no wrong to his 
fellow-man and much good tomany. Although he 
has lived four-seore years and more, and has sue- 
cessfully fought the battles of life, in this its sunset 
with him he is enabled to retire upon a competency, 

A portrait of Mr, Allar is shown on page 275 
of this work. 
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UGUST THIESSEN, a farmer in Clinton 

County, is the subject of this personal his- 

tory, whose home is situated on section 5 

Center Township. He is possessed of in- 

dustry, and from his uncultured land has made a 
prolific and valuable farm, 
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living and have lost one by death, The living are 
as follows: Julius, born Nov. 29, 1874; Anna, 
April 26, 1878; Lena, Oct. 25, 1881; Gusta, Nov. 
30, 1883, and an infant, born July 4, 1886, 

Mr. Thiessen has 197 acres of valuable land, and 
is employed at mixed farming. Both he and his 
wife are members of the Lutheran Church, and are 
liked and esteemed by friends and neighbors as 
Mr. T. is quick of observation and 
possesses keen and logical common sense and prac- 
Ile has won the confidence 


eood citizens. 


tical good judgment. 
of the community and has held offices of trust in 
He has been Road Supervisor and 
In politics he is a Democrat, 


his township. 
School Director, 
Ile is the owner of a good stone house on his farm, 
and may be considered one of Clinton County’s 
substantial men. 
VU RLDOIO EE RHE WB DO OTM VA 
) DAM DUNN. Like many others, resident 
within the boundaries of Clinton County, 
who started in life with naught but an 
abundance of determination and a strong 
ef, healthy constitution, and who have succeeded 
through their own energy, economy and persever- 
ance, we classify the gentleman whose name stands 
at the head, of this notice. He is at present retired 
from active labor and enjoying the accumulations 
of a laborious past in peace and quiet, on his fine 
place on section 14, Clinton Township. Adam 
Dunn was born seven miles from Belfast, Ireland, 
in 1817, and is a son of Michael and Nancy (Chap- 
man) Dunn, natives of Ireland. Michael Dunn 
was engaged in the jobbing business in his native 
land, and became the father of eleven children, six 
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Mr. Thiessen was born in Holstein, Germany, 
uh Oct. 17, 1844, and came to America in 1855, with 
Rao his mother and sister. They landed at New York 
y wand proceeded to Davenport, Lowa, where they re- 
y mained one year, then came to this county and 
located at the old-homestead, now occupied by our 

i subject. 
Boao Our subject was united in marriage with Miss 
| 2 Bertha Lamp, a native of Germany, born May 9, 
: 1853. Her marriage was celebrated March 18, 
1873. Mr. and Mrs. Thiessen have five children 
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of whom are living at this writing: John married 
Ellen J. Crawshaw; Alexander was united in mar- 
riage with Susan Crawshaw; Catherine became the 
wife of Alexander McCone; Adam is the subject of 
this notice; Sarah was united in marriage with 
Thomas McCone, and James married Ann Alvin, 
and all of these children are residents of this 
county. Both parents died in their native land, 

~ Adam Dunn lived with the old folks until 
thirteen years of age, when he and _ his sister 
Dorothea emigrated to this country, in company 
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Lowa, and settled in this county, where they lived 


| | A. Bartlett, born in Stamford, N. Y., Feb. 11, 
until their death, They had seven children, only 


1835, and the daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth 


three of whom are living—Alice, Susan and (Swift) Bartlett, natives of New York. The Swift 
Klizabeth. 


Mr. and Mrs. Dunn have had six children, and 
the following yet survive: William, the husband of 
Phoebe Kirkham; Alice, the wife of Rueben Hun- 


t aE Th. Er ‘ - 
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ie With their brother William, who had previously | eood education, and in this, the sunset of life, he is nay ; 
hkiR : : ‘ . ; ‘ Wey , 
ne heen here, and passed three years in this country, | enabled to look back upon his past with pride, for jer . 2 
ng: and was at that time visiting his native home. Our | he remembers of never doing his fellow-man a il . 
ue: subject, on arrival in the United States, located in wrong. He and his wife are members of the (§ - 
hi the town of Riga, Monroe Co,, N. Y., where he en- | Methodist Episcopal Church. — In polities he votes, . 
he gaged working for a farmer for his board and | the Democratic ticket, 
0a: clothes, and was with him for two years, receiving ; 
ne for his last year’s services the sum of $6. He then Te ORI LR 
ne worked for another farmer in the same county about . 
Hie six years, when with a partner he took contracts for OSHUA DEWITT BEN SON, 2 general farm- Be 
4 ia building BS. sn gaa fe ean wd age er and stock-grower and one of the promi- : 
v4 went to Milwaukee and purchased eighty acres of nent and representative citizens of Elk River P 
ni land fourteen miles north of that city. He then @ Township; has been a resident.of Clinton ¥ 
tie returned a and occupied his time in farming County since 1857. He was born -in Amenia, ay 
Gale ¢ ‘ ge eer tired aay ee : . ‘ 
he — peek Whee he Same baa sates) and lo- | Dutchess Co., N. ¥., April 24, 1829, His father, ‘ 
nee cated at Clinton. Subsequently he moved onto a Joshua, who was born and reared on the’same farm 
ve farm adjoining the one on which he is at present | on which our subject was born, was of New En- oh 
ne residing. He sold his first farm and bought 150 gland parentage and of German extraction. He was igi Me 
nf acres, upon which he now lives, and also forty aeres | married in the county of his birth, to Amanda Hop- we 
te of pease ences sig 3 ee Mr. Dunn; wis icing; who was a Connecticut lady of New England “ a 
We he first came here, put up with all the inconveni- ancestry and parentage. The parents lived and 7) 
he ences incident to the early settlement’ of a new | died on the Benson homestead in New York, and <* 
nf country, and lived in the customary log house until | this farm is yet in possession of descendants of that Se. 
te 1853. He then erected him a commodious stone | family, a brother of our subject now owning it. It se 
el: residence on his present farm, and commenced the | has remained in that family for over one hundred 
ni breaking of his prairie land, setting out trees and | and fifty years, ; 4 
oe: otherwise improving it. In addition to his home J. D. Benson was the eighth child in the order “s << 
iE farm he has purchased for his son a 160-acre place, | of birth in a family of fourteen, ‘There are eleven Ss 
if and also another of the same acreage for one of his yet living. ‘The family indeed all erew up to ma- on 
ne daughters. He has given to each of his three turity, and the youngest was twenty-five years of 4 
i children property or its equivalent amounting to age when he died. Our subject was educated in a 
HE rie Dunn was married i) 5 4 Sia a ane pete: a bis parents, who were of the : . 
Bene cee DS as married April 5, 1845, to Miss | ] reshysetian persuasion, especially his mother, were fA yo 
nt wi siaiag pelle seal eerightat of Richard and Ann | active workers religiously, ~ 
He Rarlicsn BALERS pa ksaae | Het ete came Dec. 21, 1856, Mr. Benson was married at the 
ne i was counti tees first located in ait County, residence of the bride's parents, in Washington py 
ny N. Y¥.; then in 1838, removed to the Territory of Township, the other contracting party being Susan 


peey pererierspisirerrersectvreervite = i tits si figiee 


family were descendants of the old Quaker fam- 
ilies of New England, and the Bartletts were of 
New England ancestry. The first Bartletts, three 
brothers, came to the United States from England 
toon, who has two children—Walter and Fayette; | soon after She landing of the Mayflower. Their 
Elizabeth Dunn, the single daughter, resides at history is good and honorable, and they feel an 
home, Mr, Dunn has given each of his children a honest pride in its age and the eminence of its va- 
Ie ceux . 
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she reached young womanhood, and was engaged 
as a milliner for a number of years previous to her 


* rious members, and: their reputation in New En- 
~*, gland and New York. After the marriage the 
3 parents settled in Washington Township, Dutchess 
. County, where they died, the mother in 1854 and 
Bee the father in 1876. Mrs. Benson is the eldest but 
wey. two in a family of nine children, all of whom are 

» si living at the present writing and of whom all are 
| 4 married but one. She was reared at home until 


marriage. About four months after marriage Mr. 
Benson and his young wife came West, and pur- 
chased land in Clinton County, Iowa, They went 
onto a small farm, which he cultivated and im- 
proved and afterward sold, removing to his pres- 
ent homestead of eighty acres of highly productive 
land, cultivated and improved. 

Both Mr, and Mrs, Benson are devoted and loyal 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church and 
~ labor faithfully to forward all the good enterprises 
| which arise in their home community. Mr, 
is Steward in the congregation of which he is a 
member, and his wife is 4 genial, motherly friend 
and neighbor. Our subject is a solid Republican, 
“dyed in the wool,” and stoutly supports the policy 
of his party. 
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> OWN C. MILLS, residing on section 14, in 

De Witt Township, was born in Sparta, Sus- 

sex Co., N. J., July 22,1821. His father, 

Thomas Mills, a native of the same town 
and county, was born about 1769, and his grand- 
father, Robert Mills, was a native of the North 
of Ireland, coming to America when a young 
|} man, where he served in the Revolutionary War. 
After that struggle he bought land in Sparta Town- 
~ ship, and spent the last of his days in that section 
of country. is wife was a native of Holland, and 
ji the father of our subject was reared on the farm, 
Peet * following agricultural pursuits all his life. Thomas 
Mills was united in marriage with Rachel Hayward, 
also a native of the town of Sparta, and soon after 
ip eraneeed land and became «a residentsthere until 
1823. At that time he removed to New York and 
came to Bath, Steuben County, and was there a 
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settler, buying land in the 


This was heavily timbered, 


comparatively early 
Poultney Purchase. 
and after 
double log house, and after finishing it went on 
cutting down the trees and preparing to make a 
President Jack- 


clearing sufficient ground he erected a 


farm out of his forest; but when 
son vetoed the United States Bank Bill, money be- 
came scarce, and as the farm was unpaid for, he 
was obliged to sell, 
but eventually bought again, this time in the town 
of: Howard. He only kept this a few years 
then sold it and returned to his son-in-law’s farm, 
in Steuben County. 
dying at the age of ninety years, 
died four years previously, at the age of seventy- 


and for some years rented land, 
and 


There he spent his last days, 
His wife had 


Of their union had been born ten children, 
There 


nine, 
nine of whom grew to man and womanhood, 
are eight still surviving. 

— John C. Mills was the sixth child in order of 
birth and was reared on the farm, and as soon as he 
became large enough to do so assisted his father in 
clearing it and in tilling the soil. He made his 
home with his parents until his twenty-fourth year 
and then went out into the world to seek his for- 
tune. Going first to Milwaukee he was variously 
employed until the fall of the year, when he went 
to Stevens’ Point, Portage County, and was one 
of the first to locate there. Tle held a claim until 
spring, and then engaged in rafting on the Wiscon- 


sin and Mississippi Rivers to Saint Louis, Jle was 


‘thus employed except in the winter seasons, when 


This kind of work he 
continued for the space of nine years, and then, in 
1851, he came to Iowa and settled in Clinton County. 
The money which he had saved amounted to a 
neat little sum, and he purchased a land-warrant 
and located it in the southwest quarter of section 13, 
township Sl, range 4, now in Eden ‘Township. 
There he erected a frame house, and, buying three 
yoke of oxen, commenced breaking his land, and 
the same year raised a crop of buckwheat and corn, 
He placed nearly all the quarter-section under cul- 
tivation, fenced it and lived there until 1868, when 
he sold out, buying the place which is now his 
home. At that time there were eighty acres broken 
and a small frame structure stood upon it, to which 
he has at different times added and which he has 


he worked in the pineries. 





Ll aaa nly SRL 


my | ieee af 


eee tate 


Ere xur137 






—J-5-S-1-5-S—5-1- SS 


cans) Pine) 
rere) 


Dye et 











=? 









ST 























Ss 


TOG SEES BESS BESS SOS SOF SS OFS SFOS CEES SESS SESS SESS BESESEEE SEBS BEES SESEST SESE SEES SESOESFESZESEEESE SESS F4ESEEES 


Te PteLAs CURE seGeeeeES a tll esecstieectel 


{ 
7 * t Vetere eeaee Seeataerretee eeeeeretee feee 4 ote A otatt S32 ff 


=r=s-5—s I 


ear ee te 


r° . _ 
SSSSSCSSCSESSSSeLSSSSOPFSSSSSSSSSSSSCSSESSSESESSSSSSESOSECCSCSTSC SSE 






=F 








Poesy 

RRGRLS 2 j FRILL REX EAXIAXAKII2 y 
[Perri teen poe ars ; Wari bey hee Liga vie ; ; 
erthesisase See Pe Sey § sie Tey ve ss ‘ regi 
= oueeeee LULts tite ttt 


J SEeeiee cs se 
(evas=s Fd 


(xExx ys) Ax A, 








improved, the family living in it for two or three 
years. Since that time he has cultivated all the 
land, and neat buildings replace the old structure 
which he patched up for their immediate necessities, 
He planted shade-trees and asmall orchard of fruit- 
trees, besides ornamental shrubs, and is at the pres- 
ent time engaged in the raising of grain and graded 
stock, 

Ile married, Mareh 2, 1852, Elizabeth Hedden, a 
native of Fayette County, Pa., living near Union- 
town, She was the daughter of Samuel and Jane 
(Roswell) Hedden, the former of New Jersey and 
the latter of Pennsylvania. Four children were 
born to them—Thomas, Martin, Milo and Alvah. 

In politics Mr, Mills is a stanch Republican, un- 
varying in hi8 attachment to his party. Tle first 
voted for Gen, Seott, in 1852. 


OHN McDEVITT. 
torical sketch is by Occupation a farmer, 
whose home is situated on section 8, in Cen- 
ter Township. Mr. McDevitt was born in 
County Derry, Ireland, in September, 1820. He 
‘ame to America in 1848, and landed in Nova 
Scotia, from which place he went to Philadelphia, 
Pa., then removed to Chester County, where he re- 
mained seven years, and from there to Clinton, 
Iowa, where he rented land for the first five years 

and then bought forty acres at $5 per acre, 
now the owner of 300 aeres of land. 

Mr, McDevitt was married to Miss Nancy Brad- 
ley, who was born in County Donegal, Ireland, in 
1820, and who came to America one year pre- 
vious to her husband’s arrival. They were united 
in marriage in this country and are the parents 
of eight children, six of whom are living— 
John, William, Margaret, Ellen, Mary <A. and 
James. William J., the second son, was born in 
Chester County, Pa., in 1855. Jan. 28, 1880, he 
married Miss Margaret Dunlavey, who was born 
Jan. 28, 1858. Their children are as follows: 
Mary A., born Noy. 18, 1882; Catherine, April 6, 
1884, and Henry, March 18, 1885. 

Mr, McDevitt, Sr., is interested in his agricultur- 


The subject of this his- 
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al pursuits and also pays attention largely to the nh vis be 
breeding of Shorthorn cattle. He possesses one} )y 
valuable bull, four years of age, of this breed. i: qi J 
Mr. McD. is a man highly respected in the com- (|) 5 i 4 ~ 
munity of which he isa member. In politics he is» ea 5 7 
a Democrat. THe is also a member of the Catholic n he aa 
Church, which he supports cheerfuliy. His son 
William, who is also a farmer, has eighty acres 0 : 
land under good cultivation, and both he and his , 
wife are members of the Catholic Church. In poli- f mi 
tics he is Democratic, like his father, and-votes the rx % 
straight ticket. “ 
w 
Se es oe 
~~. 
RSON S. BOYNTON was born ih Fletcher, > - 
Franklin Co., Vt., Sept. 7, 1828. He is the 3 
son of Abial and Jeanette (Thomas) Boyn- a 


ton, the latter of whom was born Noy. 1, LT 91; “an 
Londonderry, N. H. Mr. Boynton followed farm- 
ing up to the date of his death, Coming to Iowa 
in 1841, he settled at Lyons for one year and moved 
to the farm on section 2, Hampshire Yownship. 
Here he remained until his death in 1867, at which 
time he owned an improved farm of 113 acres and 
was considered a prosperous and prominent farmer 
with good landed estate, 

He was married Dec, 25, 1854, his nuptials being 
celebrated with Margaret A. Batchelder, born in 
Canada Nov. 25, 1830.> She is the daughter of 
Ebenezer and Hannah (Sias) Batchelder, The lat- 
ter parent entered this life Feb. 12, 1806, and died 
Dec. 20, 1852, at Peoria, Ill. She was the daugh- 
ter of James and Patience Sias. Ebenezer P, 
Batchelder was born in Londonderry, in 1804, and 
died March 2, 1873. He was the son of Dayid and 
Susameah (Pitman) Batchelder, natives of New 
Hampshire, 

Our subject was the father of five children, three 
of whom still survive, as follows: Eva M., now the 
widow of Charles L. Evans, who died Aug. 20, 
1882, leaving one son, Charles B., now aged four 
years; Mrs, Evans occupies her time in teaching; | 
Abial E, Boynton and Orson L. His widow, who 
mourned for a time the loss of a true and faithful 
husband, was subsequently married to William J. 
Smith, born Dee, 22, 1829, and the son of Joah 
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During his stay in the last-named county he took § 


and Sophia (Thomas) Smith. Their nuptials were 
celebrated Jan. 17, 1870. Joab Smith was born 

- Oct. 12, 1802, at Fairfield, Franklin Co., Vt., and 
died July 2, 1852, near Whitehall, N. Y. He was 
the son of John and Clarissa (Briggs) Smith. He 
was Of English descent. 

Mr. Smith believes in the doctrines of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Chureh. His wife affiliates with the 
Congregational Church. Her husband is in polities 

l a Republican. His former occupation was that of 
il a sailor, which calling he followed fifteen years. 
He was Captain for seven years of a merchant ves- 


1425) sel, and came to his present home in 1869. He 


i) 


. 


traded principally between Melbourne, Sidney and 

_ the Mauritius Islands. He is the happy parent of 
a daughter, by name Edith M. Smith, born Oct. 
12; 1372. 

OBERT E. WALKER. One of the well-to 
do citizens of Clinton County, and a relia- 
ble and substantial factor in its growth, 

j\)may be found in the person of the subject 

of this biography. His home is situated on section 
_-2,in Elk River Township, where he owns a well- 
improved farm of 280 acres, which may be con- 
sidered one of the best and most highly improved 
homesteads in the township. It has been some 
time under cultivation, as a Mr. Crary began its 
| | breaking and improvement about 1837, since which 
time it has been continually under the hand of the 
husbandman, | 
Mr. Walker was born in Columbia County, N, 
_Y., March 30,1836. His father, Rey. John Walker, 
j||_was a native of Vermont and of Irish parentage. 
|| He came to New York when a young man, and 
was brought up in the doctrines of the Episcopal 
 Cliureh, but afterward became a Methodist. In 
~ early life he connected himself with that church 
;, and rendered a heart-whole service and a full sac- 


i 
= A rifice of life with its joys and pleasures to the God 


-> | 
—_ 


* 
eee 
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oa” whose voice had late? him into his field of labor. 
In later years he was. ordained, and pursued his 
professional duties in Columbia County for some 
time. His zeal in the good work and his tender 
! interest in the life work of those about him made 
ze) him both popular and beloved. 
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to his heart and home a companion in the person 


Of Eliza Huffman, who was born and reared in that & 


county and who became the mother of two children, 
dying at last in the county of her nativity. Her 
death occurred at the time her son, the older of 


her two children, had attained the age of four } 


years; The other son is named Huffman Walker; 
he now lives near Yankton, Dak. The father re- 
married, a sister of his first wife being the lady of his 
ehoice. Her name is Joanna, and she still survives 
him, residing with her son, James, at his home near 
Yankton, Dak. After the second marriage the father 
left the Conference and came with his wife and 
Robert K., then seven years of age, in a one-horse 
hugey, all the way overland to Jackson County. 
They were detained by sickness from fever, on 
Fever River, near Galena, so that the journey oc- 


cupied a little over three months’ time. Pursuing § 
their way resolutely westward, they at last arrived § 
in Jowa, It was while at Galena that he met the § 
Presiding Elder of the Rock River Conference, § 
Rey. W. HH. Reed, who appointed him minister for § 
the Bellevue, Lowa, Cireuit, then embraced in that § 


Conference, ‘This was in 1843, and one year later 
he went to the Sabula Circuit, two years later to 
Lynn Grove Cireuit, and was variously engaged, 
being sent tO numerous places, for some time, 
Tiring, eventually, of being so frequently removed, 
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he purchased a farm in Jackson County, Iowa, and 3: 
located there, In this move he was actuated by two 3) 


different motives, one of which was to keep his sons 
employed. After living on the farm for some time, 


during which he occasionally did work in the min- & 


istry, he died at his home July 13, 1858. He had 
been an earnest, true-hearted worker in the vine- 


yard of the Lord, and had given freely, willingly 


the better years of his life, He asked no higher § 


meed of praise than the tender words of approba- 
tion which were his in the world beyond, ‘ Well 
done, good and faithful servant, enter thou into 
the joys of thy Lord.” During the last years of 
his life he took a hearty and honest pleasure in the 
work in which he was engaged and was without 
question a home missionary in its truest sense. He 

as a valued citizen, and was upright and honora- 
ble in all his dealings with his fellow-man, and no 


{Pete ee 
faveveeuyy 


- 
Se 


Sere ee eee 


*eeeteeeTe® - 


** 


i nae aacitnere 4 anaeTTN ae 


‘EE RERT 


stare eee hae 7 





= 


og 


— 


perrrerisasest! 


q ate 
SPSS SSSR ESE ES EL SESE FERS EP SSESSSESESOCSSES 


Sw ol 


i eregcieee vei tgercersint its 
. 





Se SSSSCC SSCS SS SSCS SOR Ce eeCSOCeC SC eC SSCS 


ar 
- 









































* 
4 - a “=. 
aiyatey ASeeeterseeeote f SS eh ee “4 
aE EERE Saw SS BESET RE eA | ol 
yes -_ 
CLINTON COUNTY. 285 HR : 
~ — oOo rm . */ 
one has more accurately fulfilled the command that | Jackson County and remained until 1866, when h : ? 
t | | : 
we should in honor prefer one another than he, purchased and located upon the farm he now owns nd 
Our subject was yet young when his parents ar- | which he has continued to improve and modernize Fi qty ' 
rived in the Hawkeye ,State. He remained at | until it may be rated among the first-class home- (iy a Z 


home, attending school, till his father’s death, after 
which the boy, who in no degree lacked manliness 
and the courage which characterized his father’s 
work, went into the world to earn his own liveli- 
hood. He was active and energetic, and success 
and prosperity crowned his efforts. 

On the 25th of September, 1862, he;was married 
at the home of the bride at Kimball Tlollow, in 
Jackson County, Lowa, The lady of his choice was 
Miss Susan K. Green, daughter of Hon, G. F. and 
Sarah A, (Kimball) G reen, now retired from active 
labors and residing in Miles, lowa. Mrs. Walker's 
parents are respectively natives of Rhode Island 
and Connecticut and both are of American ances- 
try. For some time after their marriage they re- 
mained in the Kast, then came to Lowa and in 1840 
settled on a new tract of land in Jackson County. 
Here they have since made their home, while Mr, 
Green has accumulated property in a large degree. 
Ie represented his county in the Territorial Legis- 
lature and was there when the State was admitted 
into the Union, in 1846, 
highly respected citizens in Jackson County, and his 


Ile was one of the most 


amiable and intelligent wife has taken a strong 
hold on the hearts of the people in that section. Ile 
is well qualified politically to serve in official rela- 
tions, and has frequently given his best efforts in 
behalf of both his township and county. Of this 
union have been born two daughters, the elder be- 
ing Margaret J., wife of W: B. Davis, whose home 
is in Audubon County, and who pursues farming 
as an industry. Their daughter, Mrs. Robert E. 
Walker, was born in lowa Township, Jackson 
County, Oct. 19, 1841. She was educated at the 
Female Seminaries of Rockford, IIL, and Lyons, 
and is both intelligent and refined. She is the 
mother of seven children, one of whom is deceased, 
Their names are as follows: Charles G,, residing 
at home; Sybil A., also beneath the paternal roof, 
was educated at Mount Vernon; Clarence D., Rob- 
ert K., Gertrude M. and Sadie. ‘The one deceased 
is Katie, aged one year. 

Soon after marriage Mr, Walker settled down in 


. 
s > e oS 2s 2 = 
) oe ree tt mwwereye eyes tha be Peewee eo teres Penwn be a betwee. 

. 


Soa 


joeese > View y 3 YENYE SYS EeTy Pd 
PZASBESSZZAAESESSAASASA ESE TIE ST i 


_ ; m 
. < a * 
“a : ’ = - - 
® y ? 
< 


ae RCLOF a 1 


PIERS ole re erie erent erent erent sien tent 


oe a es ee hon ot 































steads of this vicinity. His buildings are hands Serre 
some and neat, besides being well finished and (fs: 
suited to the purpose for which they are designed.) at 
His residence was erected but a few years since anc * 7 
is surrounded by beautiful grounds which add no 


little to the charm of the entire property. He isa ‘ 
grain-raiser and gives some attention to stock-grow- >a 
a 


ing, reckoning among his finer grades Poland-China 
swine and Durham cattle. 

Our subject is a man of large intelligence and is 
well informed regarding all the topics of the day. 
As a politician he is keen and logical, besides being 
practical and reasonable, and affiliates with the Re- 
publican party, to which he is strongly attached. 
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fe) WARLES CROSSBY. Among the promi- 
(€ , nent business-men of Elvira is the subject of 
—" this notice. He is by occupation a black- 
smith, and is located at Elvira, in Clinton County ; 
he was born in Lincolnshire, Gainesborough, Kn- 
gland, April 10, 1833, His father, by name John, 
and his mother, Arabella (Page) Crossby, died in 
their native country, 

Mr, Crossby of this writing started to America 
in 1860, He landed in Quebee and soon came . to 
this county. He served his apprenticeship from the 
age of sixteen to that of twenty-one. He is a mas- 
ter mechanic in both new and old styles of work, 
such as reapers, mowers, plows, harrows and car- 
riages, besides horseshoeing, and in fact everything 
relative to that branch of business. 

Mr. Crossby was united in marriage with Miss 
Martha Fatchett in 1861, in the month of May, 
She was born in Lincolnshire, England, June 16, & 
L844, She is the daughter of George and Sarah ite : 
(Harrison) Fatchett, and came to this country in |) 
1860. Her parents were born in England: Their |F 
family consisted of ten children—Joseph, Martha, 
John, Ellen, Thomas, Sarah, Harriet, Hannah, Bet- 
sey and George. All these are still living. Mr. 
Fatchett died Dee, 19, 1884, and was buried at El- 






























SUT Wee eee aeee 


srictee 


. 
* 


a Sang 
= 5 


eeaee 


a - , 
Fi 9g ™ 4, a o - < a | - * 


f , a . : 
“vi /. «= ahs Se ge ——s, i ell E 





286 





Vira; he was much regretted by all who knew him, 
as he was a man of high principles, honorable feel- 
ings and great warmth of heart. His body was in- 
terred at Elvira, and he was mourned in the home 
circle as a tender father and a loving husband. 
-.-)| The mother still survives. 

Qn Tn The union of Mr. and Mrs. Crossby has been 
blest by the birth of five children, two of whom, 
Charles Henry and Sarah Ann, are deceased. Sarah 
‘Se A. was born May 28, 1865, and married J. Rockey, 
. a blacksmith of Low Moor, in July, 1882; Nellie, 
a born March 17, 1868; Annie, March 25, 1871. 

1 Mr. and Mrs. Crossby are members of the Luth- 
eran Church, and he is a Democrat in polities. Te 
has one acre of ground on which his dwelling-house 
is located. Te makes for himself a pleasant and 
convenient home, and is known’ by many and es- 



















>. teemed and respected by all. 
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ILLIAM R. BARBER, farmer and stock- 
raiser, whose residence is situated on sec- 
tion 29, Orange ‘Township, was born in the 

old fort at Dixon, Jan. 1, 1838. His father, Na- 
thaniel Barber, was born in Rome, N. Y., in 1809, 
His grandfather was a native of Connecticut and a 
pioneer of Oneida County, He took the contract 


Barber, then but a small boy, drove team. The 
latter when grown to manhood, married in New 
York State, Mary A. Pearsall, a native of New 
York, born in 1816, becoming his wife. After 
marriage they located in Bainbridge, Pa., for one 
year, then, in 1857, they went to Illinois, making 
the entire trip overland, They had but one pair of 
horses and a wagon, and located at Fort Dixon, the 
present site of the city of Dixon, and remained for 
“yj one year. He was engaged during that time in 
1, teaming between that place and Chicago. It was 
i in the time of the early settlement of the country, 
Ne ~ and but little improvement had been made, The 
a it country was almost a wilderness and Chicago was 
=e=sj but a hamlet. Looking it over to-day with its 
ii) more than half a million people, its noisy streets 
2 Ban filled with the sound of industry and its crowded 
oa ' buildiigs, one can hardly realize the work that has 
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to construct part of the Erie Canal, and Nathaniel ‘ 
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been done, the progress that has been made, in little 
The people of that 
day were practical and enterprising. They 
ahead, and through their Yankee pluck and their 


over a quarter of a century. 
went 
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desire to “go in and win,” our wilderness has be- 


come one vast plain, filled with a busy people, from 
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rises, and 
1838 Mr. 


whose habitations the smoke of industry 
the whole land blossoms as a rose, In 
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Barber removed from his location into the ‘Terri- 


—s= 


tory of Wisconsin, and came directly to what is 


now Clinton County, Iowa. Here he staked a 
claim in sections 28 and 2 and immediately 

moved there and built himself a house in Orange 
(then Union) ‘Township, then called ‘Townships 81 
and 835. The top of his wagon was constructed of 
and these he 


Thus, 


thin boards used in making door and 
5 fe) 


window indeed, is ** necessity the 
The floor was of puncheons 


Dubuque and 


sings, 
mother of invention,” 
and shakes were used for the roof, 
Galena 
was sold in these cities at seventy-five cents per 100 


were the nearest markets. Dressed pork 
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pounds, and it took two or three days to make a 
trip. 
well developed, and in time did so, a railroad sta- 
tion being located and the road carried through the 
country only three miles from his door. He im- 
proved and held a farm-of 180 acres, finely devel- 
oped and cultivated, on which was erected a hand- 
some set of frame buildings. He died Aug, 26, 
1585, and his wife followed him in January, 1884, 
There are five children, namely, Mary E., wife of 
Freeland White, born in Pennsylvania; William R. 
and Alanson Kugene, born in Orange 'lownship; 
George W., living in Orange 'Township, and Albert 
A., who retains the same home. 

William RK. Barber was reared in this township 
and remained at home until his twenty-fifth year, 
Ile received a good edueation in the common 
schools of the county. Aug, 18, 1861, he 
united in marriage to Miss Mary E. Norman, 
daughter of John and Mary (Ailison) Norman. 
Mr. Norman is dead, Mr, and Mrs, Barber haye 
five children—Klmer E., William C., Albert. F., 
Ida May and Minnie Pearl, 

Mr, Barber is a Republican in politics. He is a 
member of Orange Grange. He bought the farm 
where he now lives in 1866, and the following year 
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until the 
[lis farm consists of 260 acres, all but twenty 


moved onto it. and has there lived 
ent, 


pres- 


acres of it improved, 
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_AVID SHADDUCK, deceased, was one of 
the most prominent and best known citi- 





zens Of Clinton County, Ie was a general 
farmer and stock-raiser, in which fields of 
industry he was specially successful. Tis home is 
situated on section 24, in Elk River ‘Township, and 
he was one of the oldest settlers in this section of 
country, locating there in 1837. First: purchasing 
a‘ squatter’s right” of 160 acres, he finally added 
to this until his possessions included 400 acres, most 
of which was well improved and cultivated at the 
He had been all through life 
an active, hard-working 


Mueh that was admirable was found in 


date of his death. 
man and an able, reliable 
citizen, 
his character, and he was a member of the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church and a whole-souled worker in 
affairs of that body. 

Mr. Shadduck was born in Erie County, Pa., 
Aug. 14,1816. His father, whose name was Joseph, 
ras a native of Pennsylvania, and lived and died 
in that place. 
and was one of the younger members of a large 
family of children. Ile remained under the parental 
roof, working with his father on the farm and 
attending school, until he reached his majority. 
At this period in life he was attacked with that 
Western fever so common to many people of the 
Kast and Northeast. He emigrated to the State of 


He had been a farmer all his life 


Lowa, and at once took up land in Elk River Town-— 


ship, and there laid the foundation of that possession 
dear to the heart of every true man, a home, 

Our subject cast away his freedom and estate of 
single blessedness Jan. 21, 1847, at which time he 
became a benedict. ‘The ceremony was performed 
in Elk River Township, and ‘Miss Julia Tough was 
the other contracting party. She was born in Lewis 
County, N. Y., June 7, 1825, and is the daughter 
of John C. and Mary (Burnell) Hough, natives of 
Lewis County and of English descent and ancestry, 
but of American parentage. They were married 








in Lewis County. Her father was a farmer by 
occupation, and her mother died in her native 
county and State in 1829. Her father, with his 


family, consisting of six children by his first wife, 


death, which took place in 1846. The family 
moved into that county in 1837, and Mr, Hough’s 
widow is yet living there, though a woman well 
advanced in years. | ’ | 
Mrs. Shadduck, Jr., was educated in the common 
schools, which she attended until she married. She 
is the mother of five children, one of whom is 
deceased, The children are as follows: Matilda I.. 
wife of P.S, Eaton, now residing in Kossuth County, . 
lowa; he is a farmer and carries on that line of 
industry with a large degree of success. Mason 
D. is now living on his father’s farm and is the 
owner of part of the homestead, which he success. 
fully conducts. Effie E., wife of Albert J. Bodie, 
resides near Green Island, Iowa, and her husband 
is engaged in agricultural pursuits. Carrie O. A. 
is yet at home with her mother, Arthur ©, died 
at the age of seven years; he was a bright and 
promising boy of precocious intelligence, and was 
dearly beloved and deeply mourned hy the family, 
Since marriage Mr, and Mrs, Shadduck have 
made a home upon their property in this township. 
Mr. S., in 1865, erected <x two-story solid stone 
residence, with basement. The material was all 
quarried from his own farm, and it is deservedly 
looked upon as one of the handsomest and most ele- 
gant houses in the county and the best in the town- 
ship. It cost about ten thousand dollars. Mrs, 
Shadduck isa reliable, earnest and active member of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, and is “ strong in 
the Lord and in the power of His might” to labor 
while the day lasts in the vineyard of Christ's work. 
Other members of the family are also connected 
with the church, and our subject and his life com- 
panion, who had gone hand in hand and borne “ the 
heat and burden of the day” together, saw their 
family coming up about them an honor and glory 
to their declining years. Mason D., who takes the 
superintendency of the homestead, is a worthy 


young man, who understands his line of industry, 
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—— and isa man of sterling integrity and strength of | worked at his trade until 1851. During that year, 

an begs | ; Pele : 

i. character. He is quite successful in the breeding § accompanied by his wife and four children, he came 

a of Durham cattle. — to this State and made settlement in this county. 

ie avid Shadduck died Feb, 4, 1886, and is buried = The journey was made with teams to the Ohio 

i ay 4 b) s 

“fe at Oakland Cemetery, Lyons. _ River, where they embarked on a boat, came to % 
. . * * ’ . . = 

4 | Davenport, via the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers, 9: 

a el | '. . = 

= eq = S_—o=", Cs . and from there they came to this county. Tlere he go 

os» : Se ae ay Ben 

a bought a claim on section 28, township 81, range ft 


—= 


Orange. There was a log house on the claim, into 


pILLIAM D. SMITH. The pioneers of this | 3, which is at present included in the township of 
county, as well as those of all other coun- 


which the family moved and began housekeeping 


ties, passed through many trials. The sub- 
ject of this notice came here in the spring of 1851, | in regular old-fashioned style, A few weeks later 
and has certainly had his share of trial and trouble | our subject entered his land at the Government 
since he first set foot in the county. He has seen | landoflice at Davenport. The family continued to 


phaate 


his home destroyed by a tornado and one of his — reside in the log house for four years, when Mr. 
beloved children perish, mangled and crushed by | Smith built a briek residence, in which they are at 
the falling walls of his house. He has lived here | present living. His farm at one time contained 
for upward of thirty-five years, and during that | upward of five hundred acres, but at present it con- 
time has been closely identified with the agricultural sists of only 200 acres, which is under an advanced 
development of the county, and, especially of | state of cultivation, and fifty acres of timber land, 
Orange ‘Township, where, on section 28, he is at | The balance has been sold and given to his chil- 
| 
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dren, 

The marriage of Mr. Smith with Miss Catherine 
Knapp took place Aug. 4, 1836. She was born in 
Rockingham County, Va,, Dec. 9, P814, and is of 
German descent, Four children have been born of 
their union—Mary, who was the wife of William 
Il, Foster, she died, leaving three daughters and 


present residing. Mr, Smith is a self-made man in 
every respect. What he has of this world’s goods 
he has made himself, having never been the re- 
cipient of any legacy; and, as his possessions are 
large, he paying the largest tax of any man in the 
county, he certainly deserves more than a passing 
notice at the hands of the biographical writer for 
the manner in which he has brought his energy and | three sons; Abraham, Anderson and Isaac, The 
eood judgment to bear in the accumulation of | latter was born Dec, 11, 1841, and was killed in the 
property, and in the part he has played in aiding fearful tornado of June 3, 1860, by the walls of 
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to build up the county, é the family residence falling upon him. 
William D. Smith was born in) Rockingham Mr. and Mrs. Smith are Dunkards in their 


County, Va., Feb. 15, 1816. His father, John | religious belief, and in politics he votes with the 

~ Smith, was born in Fairfax County, Va., of English | Democratic party. 

) descent. He was a cooper by trade and worked at 

ll) the same until his death, which took place in > ee 

f Rockingham County, Va. The maiden name of ; 

ik his wife was Barbara Driver, daughter of Michael APT. P. S. BANNISTER, of Clinton, was 
_ Driver, a native of Maryland, She died in this r horn in Potsdam, Saint Lawrence Co,, N. Y., 

county in 1859. ‘here were nine children born of SJ May 9, L841, and is the son of Samuel and 

the parents? union, of whom the subject of this | Amelia (Keith) Bannister, the former of old 

weer was the third in order of birth. Seven of — Vermont stock and the latter of Scotch-Irish an- 

the children still survive. | cestry. Our subject spent his boyhood on the 
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William D. Smith grew to manhood in his native | farm and obtained a good common-sehool educa- 
county, arly in life he le: wned the cooper’s trade, tion, and in 1856 his people moved West. The 


and alternately operated a feed and sawmill, and | family then consisted of two sons at home and their 
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he CLINTON COUNTY. 
te mother, They settled on a farm near Union | a few years, and in 1871 came to Clinton, Iowa, 
Ne Grove, Whiteside Co., IIL, where the sons grew to | where he bought the Oriental Mills, and rem: .ineal . — 
‘ manhood, <At* the breaking out of the war they | their proprietor for several years. After the com- | ae ie 
HEE took a deep interest in the questions relative to its | ing in of the roller process he enlarged his mills, ied - 
ne progress and probable result, Mr. Bannister was | and they now rank well among the finer mills of os = 
ne: also strongly influenced by having. attended the | the West, uy : 
te: Military School at Fulton, [L, and joined, in 1862, The gentleman whose name stands at the head o pa \ 
net Co. C, 75th Ill. Vol. Inf., and entered as Second | this sketch is a worthy citizen and a useful man in fa : 
nee Lieutenant, which Commission he bore until after | the community to which he belongs. He is a | 
ne the battle of Perryville, when he was promoted to | member of Gen. N. B. Baker Post, No. 88, G. A. 
Oe: First Lieutenant and held that rank until the close K., and has been an officer in it for some time. He 
nee of the war. At the battle of Perryville, Ky., and | belongs to the M. W. A.. and isa believer in all . 
ne with the Army of the Cumberland in all its battles | secret societies organized for the good of the com- i. 
ne except Chickamauga, from which they were un- | munity at large. | . -- - 
nee fortunately left out; at Lookout Mountain, Ring- Capt. Bannister buried the wife of his youth in | 1 
Hi gold, Ga.; Resaca and Kenesaw Mountain, his regi- 1875. She was Phoebe Vennum. of Whiteside >. 
te ment fought nobly. After the fall of Atlanta the | County, daughter of Edward Vennum, Esq., and bea 
nf } regiment with Thomas fell back and took an active | had borne him three daughters—Ella Blanche, ‘ 
Te part in the battles of Franklin and Nashville. Susan Amelia and an infant. These three are 
ne The 75th Illinois Volunteers were mustered in at | buried, with the mother. in the family plat at ‘i: 
HE Dixon, Ill, Sept. 2, 1862, by Maj. T. O, Barrie, of | Springdale Cemetery. She was by profession of 7 
ee the United States Army. He was killed at the bat- faith a member of the Baptist Church, Capt. Ban- “s 
ne tle of Chickamauga. Mr. Bannister was in the bat- nister’s second matrimonial alliance was contracted o 
nee tles of Perryville, Ky., Oct. 8, 1862, where the | with Sarah C. Bentley. She was a native of Syra- - 
Wee Union loss was 247 killed and 8 wounded; at Stone | cuse, N.Y. She departed this life March 17, 1883, : 
nl River, Tenn., Jan. 1, 1863; Winchester, Liberty | and ‘also * Sleeps the sleep that knows no waking ”’ ‘he 
ne Gap; Chattanooga, Tenn.; Whiteside Station, Gas; | under the calm skies of Springdale. ~ - 
ne Lookout Mountain, Missionary Ridge; at alton: The Captain has exercised his knowledge of pub- - 
be Ga, Feb. 16, and again May 7, at Tunnel Hill, Ga.; lic matters in general, and refused no place of use- ei 
Ee Rocky Face Ridge, Kenesaw Mountain, Pine Mount- | fulness offered him, Ie hes been a member of the 3 
he ain, Marietta, Ga. at Culp’s Farm. He also | City Council, and is in politics a strong Republican. be 
ne figured in the siege of Atlanta and the march | He is a Bally, unaffected, good man, and holds a . ‘ 
te around that city; was at Jonesboro, at Pine Mount- | place as a friend and neighbor which few, if any, i 
ig ain a second time, at Decatur, Ala., Pulaski and | could fill, | “., 
: Columbia, Tenn.; Franklin and Nashville, in which Si IG tee a ea Py. 
US latter battle Gen. Hood’s army was annihilated: J ot ay Ca : i. 
4 : and at countless minor cities the mains re a se ae . Ah aes seed ie bs *f . 
h : liberty was as determined, though not as atstin: NEW ict ape httios: ue secicenien es - 
i aye go concn i eens ies al ine St est | His home is situated on “f 
| oC oe rg’ od eee te le section 35, Washington Township. He is "fea 
and brave soldier and fought for his country with ™ 


well known throughout the community for his 
marked industry and enterprise, and has a home- 
stead in which any may well take pride. A hand- 
| | some dwelling stands on 280 acres of land, and his 
service while in the army breveted Captain. He | barns are 32 x G0) With basements, which were built 
was Acting Adjutant of the regiment for about six | in 1884. and are a cre : ors aes Ee 
months. After the war he returned home to peace tee | ae eae es a 


and the ‘cultivation of his land. We worked it for Mr. McGarry was born in Clarke County, Ohio, 


undying ardor and courage, and not one of 
those * boys in blue” but will ever hold a place in 
the hearts of the people. He was for meritorious 
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Aug. 10, 1837, and he is the son of Enos and 


- Elizabeth (McClung) McGarry, natives of Ireland 
¥," and New York respectively. The father was born 
a April 8, 1800, and died March 27, 1875, in this 
a 2 township. He came from Ireland in 1821, and was 
a married in 1831. His wife was born Aug. 10, 
a 1813, and is still living in Iowa County, in this 
ae x State. ‘They were the parents of eight children, as 
¥ follows: Sarah J., Margaret, John J., Mary C,, 


William A., James A., Elizabeth and Julia A. Six 
of them survive, 

John J. McGarry was reared in Ohio and re- 
ceived his education in the common schools of his 
native county, and when eighteen years of age ac- 
companied his parents to Scott County, Lowa, and 
two years later the family removed to Clinton 
County, where his father bought 120 acres on sec- 
tion 85, township 82, range 4. The latter died 
two miles north, at the place now owned by EF. J. 
Hogarty. John J. went to California in 1863, and 
remained there until 1866, when he returned and 
purchased the farm where he now lives. His farm 
is well fenced, has nearly two miles of hedge and 
also wire and board fence, and is in various ways a 
model farm, <A view of the premises may be seen 
on another page of this work, 

Mr. MeGarry was united in marriage with Mary 
G. Lawlor, Noy. 22,1869. She was born in Clinton 
County, Towa, Feb. 13, 1851, and was the daughter 
of Patrick and Elizabeth (Reed) Lawlor, natives of 
Ireland, Her father was born March 16, L808, and 
her mother in 1822, Her father still survives, but 
ql) her mother passed from earth June 27,1862, They 
| were the parents of ten children, as follows: Anna, 
Maggie, Catherine, Fenton, Elizabeth, Mary G.., 
Theresa, Simon, William and Edward. Our subject 
and wife have been given seven children, whose 
hames are William A,, born Dec. 10, 1870; Eliza- 
ij beth, Sept. 29, 1872; Mary, Aug. 29, 1874; Fran- 

Hy cis J., Sept. 18, 1876; Lillie A., July 1, 1880; 
eet Johnnie, Sept. 2, 1882, and Leon, Sept. 7, 1884. 
ult kis Mr. McGarry has been prosperous in the world, 
and has succeeded in agriculture beyond his most 
brilliant hopes. He built, in 1876, the handsome 
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trust throughout his township. MWe has been ‘lown- 
ship Trustee and Tax Collector, and in every case 
has proven himself one willing and able to dis- 
He and his family 
are members of the Catholie Church, and he is in 


charge duties laid upon him; 
politics a Democrat. He engages in the breeding 
of Norman horses, Short-horn grade cattle and 
Poland-China swine, He has been eminently sue- 
cessful in these industries, besides doing a general 
Ile came to Iowa in 1854 and to 
this county in 1856, 


farm business. 


wo SIR 9 
Fy NDERSON 8S. ALLISON, 


yf | 
y 
@ 


pluck, may be reckoned the gentleman whose name 
. . . , . . . ° 
heads this notice. Mr. Allison is a pioneer of Or- 


Among the self- 
made men of Clinton County, men who 
have accumulated a sufficiency of this 
world’s goods through their own energy and 






ange ‘Township, and resides on section 31, where he & 


is engaged in agricultural pursuits and is meeting 
with success in his chosen calling. | 
Anderson $, Allison was born in Rockingham 
County, Va., Sept. 9,1821. The father of our sub- 
ject, Robert Allison, was born near Chambersburg, 
Pa., March 15, 1781, and the grandfather, also 
Robert Allison, was a native of England. Ander- 
son’s father was reared in Pennsylvania, and while 
yet a young man learned the trade of a blacksmith. 
He removed from Pennsylvania to Virginia, and 
while a resident of the latter State was married to 
Meddassa Smith, She was born in the Keystone 
State and was a daughter of Conrad Smith. Her 
father was a native of Germany, and during the 
War of the Revolution was a soldier in the British 


army. le was taken prisoner, and after being 


paroled he foreswore allegiance to all foreign pow- § 


ers and became a citizen of the United States, He 
died at the residence of Robert Allison, in Rock- 
ingham, Va, The father of Mr. Allison, of this 
notice, continued to carry on his trade in Rocking- 
ham County until he was fifty years of age, after 
which he did but litthe work. He spent the last 
sixteen years of his life with the subject of this 


notice, and died at his residence while in his eighty- 3: 
His wife, our subject’s mother, died 


sixth year, 
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in her seventy-third year. ‘The issue of the parents’ 
union was ten children, six of whom came 


county 


to this 
and made settlement here. 
Anderson Allison grew to manhood in his native 
county, and as soon to 
do manual labor, he was hired out to work on a 
farm. ‘The first summer he received 8 per month 
At odd times he worked in the 


as he was of suflicient age 
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for his services. 
shop, but never learned the trade of his father. [His 


education was acquired in the common schools dur- 


ine the winter seasons. His summers were spent in 


assisting in the maintenance of the family by work 
of various kinds, 

The marriage of Mr. Allison took place Jan. 29, 
1852, at which time Miss Rosanwa Betz became his 
wife, She was born in Pickaway County, Ohio, 
Keb, 19, 1829, and was a daughter of David and 
Rebecea (Emler) Betz. 
Pennsylvania and her mother of 
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Her father was a native of 
Ohio, and both 
were of German descent. 


Robert, 
same to Clinton County 
there 


In 1850, accompanied by his brother 
Mr. Allison of this notice 
and stopped at first in Davenport, 





arriving 


some fifteen days after leaving his home in Vir- 
ginia, From the latter place they started on foot 
to seek a suitable 
visited Iowa City, and, 
they 


location to establish a home, 
returning to Davenport, 
“une to this county. they 
hought eighty acres of land, being the west half of 
the southeast quarter of section 31, township 81, 

range 3, and also a Government claim to the east 
half of the same section, Mr, Allison at that time 
wis enjoying a life of single blessedness, and he 
hoarded at different places, working at whatever he 
could get to do, until the following spring, when 
his parents came to this county and located on our 
subject’s land. ‘Phere was a log cabin on the place, 

and it was in this cabin that Mr. Allison of this no- 
tice first began housekeeping. ‘They lived in the 
log cabin a few years and then built a frame house, 
After a few years our subject purchased his broth- 
er’s interest in the land, and at this writing has a 
fine place of 253 acres. When he first commenced 
farming he only had two yoke of oxen and did his 
farm work with them and also his marketing, until 
L859, by which time he was able to purchase a span 
of horses. Ie worked diligently and hopefully on 


Arriving here, 


éeee606 SOS SESS SESS ESSE SECO SSSISOS*COTS 


peesr rset diese Pees ie rit sre erties seeerevitvistisisi ss sie! 


—— ae = Cee ese EE 


_—_—— rs — =a 
SSSSS EFS SS SESS OCF SS SSSSHSSSHESSESSESSSSSSESSSTSSSESSESSSASSSE HSC CHCCSE SCSESS 


EVTUEL CST TeCEY ects rirrisr iscsi: 





ass eee 









CLINTON COUNTY. 


a ’ * . « _ _— 
¢ 
vet el . 
a Fee |) a ‘ 
et fis ih “i. 
293 {SahI » 








his place, and succeeded in breaking 120 acres and 
placing it under an advanced state of cultivation, 
until at the present writing he has one of the best 


Ile has erected two com- 





farms in his township. 



























modious barns on his place and has also other ne- ny Pi 7 

cessary outbuildings. He is a self-made man, and q Fe , , 

has been in publie life almost continuously since he © J a 

has been in the county. His word is accepted by iy ny 

ull who know him as quickly as his bond, and he is | 

one of the respected citizens, not only of his town- |jj)— 

ship, but of Clinton County. , ai , 
The union of Mr. and Mrs. Allison has been blest f 

by the birth of four children living, and three 

who died in infaney and early childhood. The 

living are Josephine, wife of W. H. Scage'’s, a resi- - 

dent of Denison, Crawford Co., Ioway Robert "i 

and Klmira, twins, the former of whom resides at ; 5 

home, and Elmira is the wife of Levi Harrington, a 

who is a farmer in Orange Township; Elizabeth C. ae 

married Alfred Holcomb, a resident of Woodbury * Ly 

County, Iowa, aot 
In politics Mr, Allison is a Demoerat, and in his ‘ 

religious views is liberal, belonging to no denomi- 

nation, Ile has held the office of ‘Township Clerk wa 

several years, also that of Assessor and Secretary “a 

of the School Board, and has likewise been a mem- 7 


Le 


ber of the Clinton County Board of Supervisors, 
Mr. Allison was for twenty years Postmaster at 
Orange Postoflice, and was also Secretary of the 
Farmers’ Insurance Comtpany for three years, and 
Secretary of the Farmers’ 
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4 AVID P. MEREDITH, Among the well- 
to-do business-men of this county who 
have made a success in life is the subject 
of this biographical notice, at present a 
member of the firm of Meredith & Tlobbs, furniture 
dealers at De Witt. Mr. Meredith was born in 
Belmont County, Ohio, Feb, 5, 1821. His father, 
Benjamin Meredith, was a native of Maryland and 
of Welsh descent, and married Margaret Bell, 
native of New Jersey, of German descent, and they 
were early settlers in Belmont County. 

David P. Meredith was but five years of age 
When his father died, and soon afterward his mother 
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removed to Virginia, and there David lived until 
his ninth year, when he went to his half-brother’s 
and resided with him until eighteen years of age, 
He was then apprenticed to a shoemaker to learn 
that trade, and served in that capacity for one and 
a half years, after which he was engaged in “ jour” 
work for a time. After his marriage, Mr. Meredith 
removed to Washington County, Ohio, and there 
rented a farm and for one year was engaged in ag- 
ricultural pursuits. He then purchased a place of 
his own in that county, and continued working at 
his voeation until 1850, During this year he sold 
his interest in that State, and, in company with his 
family, started for this State, coming via the Ohio 
and Mississippi Rivers to Camanche, and thence to 
the vicinity of De Witt. Arriving there, he farmed 
one year, and then bought a place of eighty acres 
in Orange ‘Township, and in the meantime entered 
160 acres of Government land, the same being raw 
prairie. ‘There were two hewed-log houses on the 
eighty-acre tract, into of which the family 
moved, and our subject immediately began the im- 
provement of his prairie land. Ie sueceeded in 
placing about thirty acres of it under a good state 
of cultivation and continued to reside thereon un- 
til 1854, when he traded it for a farm adjoining in 
De Witt. In 1857 he sold the latter place and again 
returned to Orange ‘Township. There he purchased 
an improved farm of 280 acres and forty-four acres 

of timber land, moved onto the same and resided 
s/. there until the fall of 1864, and then removed to 
De Witt. 

Aug, 15, 1861, Mr. Meredith enlisted in Co, A, 
8th Iowa Vol. Inf., to fight in defense of his coun- 
try’s honor, He was in Sweney’s brigade at the 
ill) battle of Shiloh, and was there captured by the 
i=) enemy in what is now known as the “ Hornet's 
Nest.” After eight weeks of prison life he was 
Let paroled and went into parole camp at Saint Louis, 
yand five months later was discharged on account of 
a disability, his entire service embracing a period of 
‘twelve and a half months. Receiving his discharge, 
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our subject returned home and resumed farming, 
Sera “S<ywhich he continued until 1864. He then sold his 
tlyear engaged in the sale of agricultural implements, 
~ He continued the latter business for one and «a half 
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U i} Place and removed to De Witt, and the following 
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years, and, in 1867, formed a partnership and en- 
gaged in the furniture business, which he followed 
for two years, 
and they have established a good and constantly 


In 1875 the present firm was formed 


increasing trade. 

David Meredith 
Sarah Bush Oet, 29, 
sey County, Ohio. 
were born, five of whom are yet living: 
A. resides in Story County, lowa; James P, lives 
in Des Moines; Caleb P, resides in Sioux County ; 
Mary EK. is the wife of William Kimball, a farmer 
in De Witt Township; William P. lives in De Witt, 
and two died in infaney, 

Mr, and Mrs, Meredith both joined the Christian 
Church in early life and are still members of that 


was united in with 
1842. She was born in Guern- 


Of their union seven children 


marriage 


(reorge 


denomination, In politics our subject is a stanch 
and active working Republican, 


of Howard Post, No, 92, G. A, R. 


Sas 
*, 


ILTON W. BAILEY, proprietor of Bailey’s 
railway, steamship, loan and employment 
office, at No, 518 Second street, resides at 
Clinton and was formerly of New York, 
He was born in 1845, and is the son of Barzilla and 
Christina (Munday) Bailey, natives of New Jersey, 
The former was engaged in the boot-and-shoe trade, 
and came to Clinton in 1878, where Mrs. Bailey 
died, ‘They have a family of five children living, 
as follows: John A., James I1., Joseph S., Abigail 
and Milton W, ) 

The subject of this sketch remained at home 
until he was eighteen years of age. He then en- 
listed in the 49th N. Y. Vol. Inf. and entered the 
service, remaining there until he was mustered out 
hy the order of the Government, He then re-en- 
listed in the 9th N. Y. Vol. Cav, and remained un- 
til he was discharged for disability, Onee more 
he entered the service, enlisting in the 160th N.Y. 
Vol. Inf., in which he remained until the close of 
the war, having served nearly four years. He en- 
listed as a private, but was promoted to First Ser- 
geant and lastly to Sergeant Major. le was 
wounded at Port Hudson, La., in his left leg, which 
crippled him for life, and he was given the appoint- 


Ile isa member 
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ment of Pestmaster, under Grant’s administration, 
at Kast Rushford, Allegany Co., N.Y. Then in 
1874, ’75 and ’76, he traveled from Maine to the 


attire 


eeseeces 


Rocky Mountains, taking in the Southern States 
y ? > . 


5x) 


working with eighty-three men in his employ, tak- 
ing’ orders for chromo-lithographs and copperplate 
work, He was also advertising for the Novelty 
Co. Works of New York. THe was a commercial 
traveler for over fourteen years, and came to Clin- 
ton in 1878. After he left the road he engaged in 
the furniture, auction and commission business. 
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Ile then commenced to manufacture agricultural 
implements and formed a company called the Clin- 
ton Rotary-Harrow Company, which he still con- 
ducts, being President of the company. Shortly 
after the organization of this corporation he opened 
his present office at No. 513 Second. street, and it 
has proved in all ways a source of great utility and 
worth to the people. 

Mr. Bailey was married, in 1881, to Miss Ada T, 
Green, a native of Iowa, but his bride, beloved of 
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so many and in the bloom of early womanhood, was 
taken from this world by death. She lived but two 
years, and, having endeared herself to many and 
eained the highest honors that ever crown the brow 
of womanhood, those of wife and mother, passed 
away, leaving to the bereaved husband one. child, 
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Which died at the age of six months. 


Mr. Bailey owns three dwelling-houses on Third 
street and Eleventh avenue. He is an enterpris- 
ine and energetic young man and prominent in the 
daily workings of his city. Politically he is a 
Democrat, and is one of the most active members 
of Gen, N. B. Baker Post No. 88, G. A. R., as well 
as & prominent citizen of Clinton. 


ENRY C. ATIRENS, a farmer and stock- 
erower of Clinton County, whose residence 
is situated on section 12, Center Township, 
as born in Sleswick-lolstein, Germany, 
14,1822. Hecame to America in 1852, and 
landed at New York City, and at once proceeded to 
Saint Louis and thence to Davenport. There he 
worked in a brickyard two years and then came to 















Jrn,. 


so 


se 
ome wh we 


THT 


es rs 


| , *." / 
= ri 


CLINTON COUNTY. 











r ~at: eye eS ¥f . 7 " . 
Ee Pa e el RT eee, Mae oe get 


Center Township, where he bought eighty acres of 
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200d land. This was wholly uncultivated and un- 


improved. Commencing vigorously to work, he 
plowed and cultivated it, and now has 160 acres of 8 “ 


the finest land in the county. He has two resi- Fp; 
dences on the farm, and has been prospered, good X 
fortune smiling upon him and success crowning his 
efforts. 

Mr. Ahrens was united in marriage with Miss 
Galada Avoult, who was born May 1, 1820, in Hol- 
stein, Germany. Mr. and Mrs, Ahrens have three 
children—Wilhélmina, born July 28, 1859; Ida, 
June 11, 1862, and Meta, July 2, 1870. 

He isamember of the Lutheran Chureh and is 
an earnest, active Christian. He is independ- 
ent in polities, and believes more largelyvin princi- 
ple than party, He has two grandchildren—A nnie 
Frahn and Elsa Frahn. 


Pr—-090DYDrobor—— 


Wo) DWARD G. BUTCHER. A simple narra- 
=) tion of facts regarding the life of an indi- B 
A—#) vidual is undoubtedly the best biographical 
history that can be written of him. 






Therefore we : 
shall not endeavor to elaborate upon the biography J i ‘ 
of the gentleman whose name heads this sketch, 
He is an early settler of Camanche, where he now 
lives, and is engaged in the breeding of fine stock 
and dealing in grain at that place. 

Mr. Butcher was born in Beverly, Randolph Co., J 
W. Va., Sept. 1, 1823. His father, Eli Butcher, | 
was uso a native of Virginia, and the grandfather 
of our subject, John Butcher, was, it is supposed, 
born in that State, of English descent. Our sub- 
ject’s grandmother, whose maiden name was D ‘ake, 
traced her ancestry back to Sir Francis Drake. 
John Butcher grew to manhood in V irginia, and 
while young learned the trade of a cabinet-maker, 
but followed it only a few years, engaging in mer- 
‘antile pursuits at Beverly and was thus occupied 
for many years, 





Ile died there, and his home was 
the sum ping-eround of both armies during the late 
Civil War. The maiden name of our subject's 
mother was Elizabeth Hart. She was a daughter 
of Edward Hart, and granddaughter of John Hart, 
one of the signers of the Declaration of Independ- 
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ence. She was born in Virginia, and died in 1823. | horses in the country, After his defeattut Galena, 
There were nine children born of their union, allof | he started for home dead broke, with a little, old, 
whom grew to attain the age of man and woman- | white horse. On his arrival home, Mr. Stalnaker 
hood. asked him where his oxen were and he replied, 
Edward Butcher was the youngest child of his | pointing to the old white horse, there is all that is 
parents’ family and an infant at the date of his | left of them, He then resumed farming with Mr, 
mother’s demise. A neighbor and friend of the fam- | Stalnaker until the latter’s death. After the death 
ily, named Stalnaker, took him home during his | of Mr, Stalnaker, our subject continued to reside 
mother’s sickness and kindly cared for him, and af- | upon the farm and cultivated the same for three 
ter his mother’s death he was taken back to his | years, when, Mrs, Stalnaker marrying again, he 
father’s home, but his love had become so strong | went to Cordova and taught school, THis was one 
for Mrs. Stalnaker that he cried as if his little heart | of the first schools taught in that place, and he tells 
would break to return with her, and his father con- | that school used to take up at ‘ o’clock in the § 
senting, he was taken back to the Stalnaker home, | morning, and as noon approached the scholars would 
where he lived until the death of Mr. 8S. In 1837 | all stand up and spell to see who should be at the 
Mr. Stalnaker emigrated to this State, and the sub- | head of the class. W hen school was dismissed, they 
ject of this notice accompanied him, The journey | all went to the river, put on their skates and had a 
was made from Beverly, W. Va., to the Ohio River happy time together. Our subject relates that 
with a four-horse team. There they embarked on | many times he became so interested with the schol- 
a steamboat and came via the Ohio and Mississippi | ars in their sport that he actually forgot to return 
Rivers, to Cordova, Rock Island Co., Il. In the | to the schoolroom until the sun was sinking low bhe- 
vicinity of that city, or rather five miles above Cor- | hind the Western hills, which seemed to suit the 
dova, Mr. Stalnaker “ jumped” a claim, which he | scholars better than it did their parents. Mr. Stal- 
sold a few months later and removed to North | naker, in his will, had left his interest in the land, 
Grove, and located on a claim which John and | which he and our subject owned together, to Mr. 
Theodore Butcher had given our subject. Together | Butcher, and he continued to live upon and im- 
they broke 100 acres, and there lived, engaged in | prove it, and added thereto until at one time he 
the cultivation of the land, until the- fall of 1839, | was the proprietor of 1,000 acres. Neyer since his 
when they sold out and removed to a point three | first race at Galena has he lost any of his love for § 
miles south of Albany, Whiteside Co., IL, where | fast horses. Ie laid out a track on his farm and 
they purchased three claims. That fall the land | always had a number of good race-horses on hand. 
‘came into market, and they entered 400 acres. Mr, | Ofttimes he would employ men with teams on his 
Stalnaker died there in the fall of 1840, place, and sometimes they would get into a dispute 
In the spring of 1840, Edward Butcher, with four | as to whose was the fastest horse. This would hap- 
yoke of oxen, went to Galena for the purpose of | pen when the horses were at the plow or the thrash- 
hauling ore from the mines. He was successful in | ing machine, and our subject would say to them, 
obtaining work and earned 2 goodly sum of money, | “ Gentlemen, detach those quadrupeds from those 
and had the prospect before him of returning home | vehicles and settle the question at once,” which was 
Wu with a pocketful, but he became interested in a | sometimes done, 
1h horse-race and in betting lost his money. Ile then Mr. Butcher continued to remain on that place 
BY vein traded his oxen for the winning horse, and entered | until 1850, when he sold the same and removed to 
nds | it in a race, betting the last cent he had in the | Camanche and embarked in the mercantile business 
| ay ); world His horse was beaten and he was “dead | in company with Mellvane & Hopper, In 1851 he 
+ Larios broke.” ‘That, nevertheless, did not pee erected a steam sawmill on the present site of An- 
fl him nor lessen his,love for horse-racing in the leas thony & Co.’s mill, This was the first steam mill 
“by for he has been a patron of the turf from that re and first steam engine ever brought to Clinton 
“until the present, and has owned some of the finest | County, Te run this mill in connection with his 
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“4 burned, and he then sold to Anthony & Co. Mr, 
Butcher continued in mercantile pursuits until 1859, 
but in the meantime had engaged in the grain trade. 


After the burning of his mill, Mr. Butcher bought 


the interest of his partners, and then sold a one- 
third interest to J. 8S. Dailey, and later a one-third 
interest to George Chase, the firm name _ being 
Butcher, Daily & Co. They carried on the busi- 
ness successfully until 1859. In the meantime they 
engaged in the grain trade, purchasing cereals from 
Clinton, Scott and Jackson Counties, and estab- 
lished branch stores in De Witt, Ramessa and Cor- 





dova. In 1859 they dissolved partnership and 
-§ closed out their business. Mr, Butcher had, dur- 
° 


ing the interim, purchased a tract of 4,420 acres of 
land in Guadalupe County, Texas, and, in company 
with Dr. Downs, engaged in stock-raising at that 
point. Mr. Butcher spent his winters there and his 
summers at Camanche. In the fall of 1860 they 
built a large flatboat, which they loaded with prod- 
uce and four stock horses and started down the 











river, expecting to dispose of the produce on the 
way and to ship the horses from New Orleans to 
Their boat was, however, stuck 


their Texas ranch. 
on a bar off the shore of Missouri, but finally got 
off and reached Saint Louis, where it landed. ‘The 
late war had just broken out and they sold their 
produce at that place. Our subject’s nephew, with 
whom he had left the horses, joined the Confederate 
army and the horses were turned loose. ‘Two years 
afterward the nephew returned, and he and our sub- 
ject went to Texas to gather the horses which be- 
longed to them. ‘They succeeded in obtaining 168 
head branded with their mark. Mr, Butcher then 
returned to Camanche and the horses were driven 
overland to this county and disposed of at pub- 
lic sale. 

After his return here, in 1860, Mr. Butcher en- 
gaged in buying grain, In June, 1872, he turned 
his attention to the raising of fine stock, Kentucky 
running horses being his specialty. Me had yearly 
sales on his piace of fine blooded stock from that 
date until 1880, when he closed out his stock, with 
the exception of a few of his best brood mares, 
In 1870 our subject became the owner of the fa- 
mous mare, Alice Ward. In 1871 she ran twenty- 


















to Susan EK. Rexwood, 
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four races without losing a single heat or race. — 


During the time he owned her, a period of four 
years, she-ran 113 races, and won 93 of them. He 
also owned another noted horse, Ella Rowett, and 


in 1879 she ran the fastest second heat on record at | 


that time, in Louisville, Ky. In addition to the 
two mentioned, Mr. Butcher owned Jim Murphy, 
Alice Mack and Adelle, and at present owns Ella 
Rowett, Elaine, Katie V., Ida, Titus, Vidge, Des 
Moines, Willie Jerome and Cleveland. Jim Mur- 
phy won the $750: purse at Denver, and Ella Row- 
ett the $1,000 purse at Leadville. 

Mr. Butcher was married, in 1844, to Sarah Wil- 
son, daughter of John and Melinda (Booth) Wilson, 
he a native of Whiteside County, IIL, and she of 
Virginia. Mrs. Butcher died April 11, 1881. Of 
their union eight children were born, four Of whom 
are living at this writing—Laura, wife of $8. C. Wil- 
liams; Viola K., wife of TI. B. Hatches, Postmaster 
at Grenola, Kan.; Annie, wife of R. L. Chalk, a 
lawyer at Belton, Tex., and Grace G., wife of 
Joseph Antony, a resident of Stowe, Kan. Mr. 

sutcher was a second time married, Jan. 12, 1882, 
She was born in Virginia, 

A representative of the active and energetic 
business-men of Camanche, anda gentleman who is 
second to none in his judgment regarding the good 
qualities of horseflesh, is the subject of this notice. 
He is a self-made man in everything the word im- 
plies, and has met with that success which has been 
brought about by his own indomitable energy and 
perseverance. 
Democrat. 


Politically he has always been a 
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<i ) @Yy RS. MARY McKENZIE. The subject of 
i a, this history is a native of Lancashire, 
é 





ee England, and the daughter of William 
NAN and Ann (Birch) Houghton, Few, if any, 
* women resident within the borders of Clinton 
County are worthy of higher esteem and re- 
spect for their nobility of character, their keen and 
strong business tact and their meeting of the world 
face to face at the time when called to do so. The 
father of Mrs. McKenzie, William Houghton, was 
a native of England, and was engaged in the manu- 
facture of cloth. He had a family of thirteen chil- 
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dren, seven of whom survive, as follows: Hannah, 
Mrs, Lillie, of Manchester, England; Ienry, a resi- 
dent of England; Paul, of Scotland; William, of 
England; Martha and Emeline, of the same country, 
and our subject. The father died about 1836, 
Mrs. McKenzie went to live with par erand- 


| March 6, 1883, leaving a wife and five children. 
They are as follows: William, married to Miss 
Anna Garner, of Amboy, Ill, who has three chil- 
dren—Maude E., Josephine G, and Arthur M.; he 
an engineer on the railroad, Alexander HI1., 
married to Martha Cook, of Sterling, Jackson Co., 
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mother on her mother’s side at the age of 7 years, 
remaining until she was married, At eg age of 9 
years she went into the factory of Johnson Bros., 
of Picadilly, Manchester, and was set to work at 
putting pins in the pin sheeters. This business she 
continued until she was 16 years of age, and then 
was promoted to the position of saleslady for six 
years. Previous training had shown that Mrs. Me- 
Kenzie was able to work for herself, and that, 
thrown upon the world, she was equal to any emer- 
gency. "§ 

At the age of 22 years, she was married to Alex- 
ander McKenzie, a resident of the city of Glasgow, 


hy Scotland, March 8, 1846, in the College Gate 


Church of Manchester, England. He was the son 
of- William and Elizabeth (McKell) McKenzie. 
They were natives of Glasgow, Scotland. Alexan- 
der was a machinist and learned his trade in his 
native country, serving & seven years’ apprentice- 
ship. At the expiration of his term he traveled to 
the West Indies with Her Majesty’s steamships, and 
followed the seas for six or seven years. After his 
marriage he worked in machine-shops in Hngland, 
and came to America Jan, 27, 1848, stopping at 
New York, ‘There he engaged in the Novelty 
Works and labored a few months, then went to 
other cities, making but a short stay in each, and in 
1849 he commenced to work for the railroad as a 
machinist. From Amboy, Ill, he removed and 
worked in the same capacity until 1860, when he 
came to Clinton and purchased a permanent home 
Remaining a short time at 
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feos} Clinton, he went to Des Moines as master mechanic, 


Jy and from there removed to Utah, remaining four 
/ years as a machinist and foreman. Returning to 
. Clinton, he traded his city property for a farm 
of 160 acres in Jackson County, and on this he 
: aH lived a few years, and then traded his farm again 
in for his former property in Clinton. After return- 


| oe ing to Clinton, Mr. McKenzie built a brick store — 
in on Fifth avenue. This was in 1881. He died 
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Iowa, who has one child living—William; he is ¢ 
resident of Cedar Rapids and is also an engineer on 
the railroad, James H. married Miss Julia Humis- 
ton, of Oconomowoc, Wis.; they have one child, 
named Hazel B.; he is by trade an engineer and a 
railroad man. Mary A. married E.G. Fenlon and 
has two children—George I and Mabel G.; Mr. 
Fenlon is a resident of Clinton and is engaged in 
the flour and feed business. Viola B., the young- 
est of the family, married William H. Lissenden, 
and has one child—Clyde H.; they are residents of 
Clinton, and Mr. Lissenden is engaged in railroad- 
ing. 

Mrs. McKenzie is engaged in business in Clinton 
asa milliner, After being in business about seven 
years, she suffered a loss by fire, She immediately 
afterward built, and her native business ability, 
united to her winning manners, tact and energy, 
proves her claim as a lady to the patronage of the 
community,and she is eminently liked and respected. 

Mr. McKenzie was in politics a Democrat. He 
was 2 Mason and was buried with Masonic honors. 
He also belonged to the Brotherhood of Locomo- 
tive Engineers in Clinton. Both the orders passed 
resolutions of respect and tendered condolence to 
the family. He was aman of unusual perseverance 
and considerable energy. Ile was one of the finest 
mechanics in the country and always held high 
positions. INs wife, of this writing, was one cal- 
culated to cheer and inspire, as she always looked 
on the bright side of life. At times her surround- 
ings were untoward and dark, but her constant sub- 
mission made “sunshine in a shady place.’ Her 
lovely and womanly attributes were indeed, to any 
man so happy as to win her for a life companion, 
* like the shadow of a great rock in a weary land,” 
She feels an honest and motherly pride in the sons 
that ‘are so nearly like the father gone before. 
They follow in the same profession on possess 


mechanical ability amounting almost to genius. ; 


Undaunted by obstacles, they pursue their life work, 
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and by all who know them they are esteemed and 
respected as men of untiring perseverance and un- 
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flagging energy and enterprise. 
The publishers of this Atsum take pleasure in 
presenting the portraits of Mr. and Mrs, MeKenzie 
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on other pages of the work. 
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SHOMAS T. HOBBS. The busy community 
in which is located the thriving little city of 
De Witt has her share of the energetic and 
successful business-men of Clinton County, Among 
this number, respected for his sterling worth and 
integrity as well as for his straightforward and 
manly dealings with his fellow-man, is ‘Thomas 'T. 
Hobbs, of the firm of Meredith & Hobbs, furniture 
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dealers. 

Mr. Hobbs is a native of Maine, and was born in 
the town of Norway, Oxford County, May 2, 1830, 
His father, Robinson Hobbs, was a native of Massa- 
chusetts, and born in 1787, The grandfather of 
our subject was likewise a native of the Bay State, 
and early in life removed to Norway, Me., when his 
son, our subject’s father, was but one year of age, 
The removal was made with ox-teams, and a por- 
tion of the journey they had to cut their way 
through the timber. The location which the grand- 
father selected was near a beautifal lake, called 
Norway Lake. The site selected for his residence 
was a little hill overlooking this lake and ecommand- 
ing a magnificent view of the scenery of the sur- 
rounding country. Here he located with his little 
family and here he entered upon the laborious task 
of clearing and improving his land and establish- 
ing a home, and there resided untilhis death. The 

place is now owned by the husband of one of his 
oranddaughters, 

The father of our subject was reared a farmer’s 
boy, and after his marriage purchased land not far 
distant from the old family homestead. Tle cleared 
his land and improved the place and lived on it, 
engaged actively in agricultural pursuits until his 
demise, July 15, 1858. ‘The maiden name of our 
Li subject’s mother was Lavina Hall. She was born 
| ‘| in Brunswick, Me., in 1796, and of her union with 
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Mr. Hobbs eleven children were born, ten of whom) 
erew to attain the age of man and womanhood. ib 

Our subject was the sixth child born to his pa- y= 

rents; was reared on his father’s farm and there 
iahored until he was eighteen years of age, in the! | 
meantime haying attended the common schools, int LY 
which he received a good English education. Athans 
the age named he went to Portland, where he be- 
came a carpenter’s apprentice and worked for three 
years under the instruction of Capt. Alden, at the 
expiration of which time he had thoroughly mas- 
tered the trade. He then left his native State, went 
to Terre Haute, Ind., and there worked as a ear- 
penter and builder for thirteen years. In 1866 he 
‘ame West and settled in De Witt, where he en- 
gaged in contracting and building. In 1874 he 
purchased a half interest in the business in which 
he is at present engaged, and the firm of Meredith 
& Hobbs was formed. ‘This firm has been engaged 
in the furniture business continuously since that 
date, and by straightforward and honest dealing has 
gained the confidence of the people and has conse- 
quently established a good and prosperous business 
and constantly growing trade. 

Mr. Hobbs, of this notice, was united in marriage, 
Dee. 16, 1858, with Miss Huldah Creal. She was 
born at ‘Terre Haute, Ind., Jan. 21, 1833, and is a 
daughter of Anthony and Melinda (Williams) 

real, Her father was born in Chautauqua Coun- 
ty, N. Y., in L800, and her mother in Kentucky in 
1806. ‘Their married life was blest by the birth of 
four children, of whom Frederick A. lives at Ben- 
ton Harbor, Mich.; Mary M . became the wife of F. 
R, Gilson, also a resident of Benton Harbor, and 
the others were Nellie K. and Octavia. Mr. H. isa 
Republican in politics, and a respected and honored 
citizen of the community in which he resides, 

Our subject has served as a member of the City 
Council for several years. He has always taken an 
active interest in educational affairs and has been 
a member of the School Board a number of terms, 
and holds that position at this writing. His son 
and son-in-law are engaged in the publication of the 
Palladium, at Benton Harbor, Mich., and our sub- 
ject’s daughter, Nellie, is a teacher of music at 
Mount Carroll Seminary, Ill., where she graduated, 
and Octavia is a student in the same school. 
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fj-a| D. F. F. Thoensen, and she was born Noy. 
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The maternal grandfather of our subject, Maj. 
Elijah Hall, was a native of Massachusetts, and 
soldier in the War of 1812, where he received his 
title. After the war he was extensively engaged in 
the lumber business at Brunswick, Me., and spent 
the latter days of his life at Norway, Me. Mrs. 
Hobbs’ father was a merchant miller and was one 
of the pioneers of Vigo County, Ind. He erected 
a flouring-mill there and was engaged in that busi- 
ness, together with merchandising, for a number of 
years. Me died there, respected and honored by 
all who knew him. 
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OHN D. GRANTZ. Prominent among the 
progressive farmers and worthy citizens of 
Clinton County is found the subject of this 
personal history, whose pleasant home is 

situated on section 1, Washington Township. He is 
aman who is well known and widely respected and 
esteemed for his sterling worth and character, and an 
honest nobility of the highest type. He was born 

in Holstein, Germany, Oct. 4, 1818. He came to 
America in 1854, and remained in Scott County for 
one year. He then came to this section, which he 
has since improved and benefited, adding to it until 


he possesses 200 acres of the finest land to be found 


in the country. 

Mr. Grantz was united in the holy bonds of mat- 
rimony in 1852. The lady of his choice was Ella 
29,1826. 


; r : ‘ 
They were married in Germany, and are the pa- 


rents of seven children, as follows: Augusta, born 
April 5, 1853, who married Mr, Tenry Laumbach, 
and is a resident of Charlotte; Annie, born March 
9, 1854, who married John F. Bendtschneider, and 
resides in Center Township; Mary, born Oet. 15, 


oH 1856, is married to Albert Stuedeman, and is living 
anu in Center ‘Township, where her husband isa farmer; 
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wy, Jan, 1, 1861; 
Wi Henry, born June 29, 1864, 
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~ Matilda, born Sept. 5, 1862, is the wife of Chris, 
Gloe, who lives in’ Deep Creek; Nicholas M., born 
John P., born Jan, 27, 18638, and 


Mr. Grantz and family are members of the Luth- 
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large estates in England, 


eran Church and are devoted in their attendance 


and are helpful members of society. They are 
kind-hearted and friendly in their esteem and dis- 
pense liberally the hospitalities of their home. In 
polities he is a Democrat, and supports his party with 
earnestness and vigor. He has added to his orig- 
inal land and has erected handsome and conven- 
ient buildings, and engages also in the raising of 
stock. This includes the English draft horses, and 
he has a fine stallion, by name Young Phenomenon, 
bred by Thomas Jones, Esq., of Renwick, Eng. 
Some of the best blood of English stock flows in his 
veins. In color he is a bright bay, and he is one of 
the most valuable animals in the State, 

Mr. Grantz is a man of much ability and indus- 
try, and is considered one of the leading men of 
the township. Nicholas and John, his two sons, 
use a thrashing machine, which they have been the 
proprietors of for eight years. They are always 
prompt and straightforward in dealing with their 
customers, and they have a first-class machine of 
the Case pattern, Being thus equipped, and pos- 
sessing such strong points of character, they haye a 
trade of large proportions, and are liked and re- 
spected by all who know them. 
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ILLIAM DAVY, deceased, one of the first 
English settlers of Eden Township, was 
born in Thimberton, Lincolnshire, England, 

Noy. 5, 1807, and was the son of Thomas and 
Elizabeth Davy. THe was reared to agricultural 
pursuits, and was considered practical and first-class 
in this field of industry. 

He was married early in life to Miss Maria 
Mackrill, and their nuptials were celebrated May 
28, 1836. Mrs, Davy was born in Lincolnshire, 
England, March 5, 1809, and was married in Klee 
Church, After leaving his work as a farmer, Mr. 
Davy undertook the position of foreman on various 
This was in 1856, and 
on August 6 of that year, accompanied by his wife 
and five children, he set sail for. America. ‘They 
landed at Quebec after a voyage of two months 
and five days,and came directly from that city to 
Eden ‘Township, where he rented land and a log 
house, into which the family moved and began 
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their life as pioneers. They had never experienced | started-with his team with the intention of going to 
anything of the kind, and the wife expresses her | the Pacific Coast. He made his way overland as 
feelings on the subject in these words: “I looked | far as Clinton County, and, being well pleased with : 
at the stars through the holes in the wall and | the country, concluded to locate here. Accord- ; 
roof.’ In the spring of 1857 he rented a farm in | ingly he bought 240 acres of land, which had been \peo= “ ; 
Eden Township, and commenced his career as a | entered a year previous, and located on sections 25 i lye ” 


farmer in America. 

He continued a renter until 1873, at which time 
he purchased land, the same farm on which his 
family now lives, their own pleasant home. He 
furnished a frame house, which he moved onto his 
farm, and to which he added from time to time. 
He also built stables and sheds for the shelter of 
his stock, and tried in every possible way to have 
his home one worthy of personal pride, as indeed 
it is. His death was a shock to the people of his 
community, It occurred Aug, 9, 1884, 

Seven children were born of his marriage, as fol- 
lows: Sarah J., widow of Peter Funnell, lives with 
her mother; Anna Maria, now dec sased; Richard, 
manager of the homestead; Betsey R., deceased ; 
Hewson, who lives in Crawford County. The eld- 
est two children died in England. : 

Mr. Davy was in England a member 
Episcopal Church, or Church of England. 


of the 


ILAS FREEMAN, deceased, one of the 
pioneer settlers of De Witt ‘Township, 
whose home was in the southwest part of 

the township, was born in Chautauqua 

County, N. Y., Nov. 22, 1822. His father, Caleb 

Freeman, was a native of the same State, born in 

the Mohawk Valley, and was one of the pioneer 

settlers in Chautauqua County. Going into a wil- 
derness, he cleared the farm on which he lived 
until his death, in 1852. ‘The maiden name of his 
wife was Sybil Ralph, also a native of York State. 
Our subject was the second child in order of 
birth in his father’s family, and remained a resident 
of his native county until 1846, when, with a pair 
of horses and wagon, he started for Michigan, — ‘Tak- 
ing up land two miles from Lansing, he entered it at 
the Government land-office. ‘This was before that 
city had been selected as the site for the capital, 


;. There he remained until 1852, when he again 
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and 36, of the township now included in Eden. a . 
There was a small log house on the place, without a _ 
roof, and a log stable, besides a few acres of the 
land broken. Roofing the house to make it com- 
fortable, he commenced to improve the land. 
About this time occurred the crisis in the affairs 
of the nation, and, like many another brave man, 
thinking nothing of what he had left behind, he (= 
went forward into the storm, enlisting in August, | : 
1862, in Co, F, 26th Iowa Vol. Inf., and. owas mus- 
tered into service as Second Lieutenant. Going to |jj| i 
Helena, Ark., with the regiment, he remained with + . 
it until February, 1863, when he resigned on ac- . - 
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count of disability, and went home to the farm. A 3i ‘i 
large part of his land was placed under cultivation fa). 
and he erected a good frame house, barns and sheds ; 
for the shelter of stock and to receive his hay. Te 
was an industrious, honest and hard-working man, ” 
and met with the suecess which he so richly mer- |=  —— 
ited. His death occurred June 19, 1872, and he i) .- 
was mourned by friends and neighbors with the {j= o : 
affection that only an honorable life wins. +: 24 
Mr. Freeman was united in marriage, Jan, 30, Mt >! - 
1848, with Betsey Levanway,a native of Saint Law- |i! _ . = 
rence County, N. Y., born Jan. 10, 1829, and the fi ¥ 
E r. 


both natives of New York. Mrs. F. possesses the _ 
homestead, and with it are brought to mind many | 
associations and memories that endear the place to 


her, and in it she sees such a home as something 
grander could never give 


daughter of Dorus and Mary (Davis) Levanway, | 
ir: 
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y OHN LANGSETH, general merchant at Bu- 

ena Vista, was born in the city of Christiana, 

Nor ray, Sept. 29, 1846. lis father, Hans 

© Langseth, was born in the interior of Nor- 

way, Where he was reared on a farm, and when a 

young man removed to Christiana, was there mar- 
ried, and held the position of City Weighmaster, 
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Christiana until 1852, when, leaving his family 
there, he came to this country, with the intention 
of settling permanently if he should like it. Ar- 
riving at Rock Island, he was so pleased with the 
surrounding country that he concluded to remain, 
and his family joined him there the following year. 
He engaged in working at the carpenter’s trade at 


_ that city for two or three years, and then removed 


to Rapid City, in that county, and there followed 
agricultural pursuits, together with working at his 
trade, until 1864. He then moved to Allen’s 
Grove, Scott Co., Iowa, where he rented land for 
four years and was engaged in its cultivation. He 
then purchased a tract of wild land in Allen’s 
Grove Township, on which he erected a dwelling- 
house, and where he has continued to reside until 
the present time. THis farm contains 120 acres and 
is well improved, having good and substantial 
buildings upon it. Ie had two children, of whom 
Mary is the wife of William P. Tarbet and lives on 


the homestead in Scott County, and our subject, 


John, was the other. 
John Langseth was in his eighth year when his 
parents came to this country. He attended school 


_ at Rock Island and also the public schools of Rapid 


City, and continued to reside with his parents un- 
til 1870, when he engaged with F. E. Rothstein as 


_ teamster and farmer, and remained with him one 


year. He then spent one season at Rock Island, 
when he returned and again became the employe 
of Mr, Rothstein and worked for him something 
Me next rented land from his em- 
ployer and began farming on his own hook, and 


continued that vocation in that manner until 1876. 
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The father of our subject continued to reside at 


extensively followed that business, 


ine 





AEAECELEELEr ERs 
TUTeT ti eerititaatesse 


5} 
a fet 





Pease >: 
risy 


a 
at 






PRERRSSRELITSARERATAPELRARESILNN?. Pesci i 
CUSERSELESU VEEN ss resyryy 





“Talis 
ee 








oe 
Skike. 


—F—F=s 









— -— 


























aapiATOea 


Sass 
ed a tes 









of the best country stores anywhere around. He 
carries a large stock of all kinds of merchandise in 
general use in the country, and is doing a flourish- 
ing and continually increasing business. In addi- 
tion to his mercantile business he is to no inconsid- 
erable extent engaged in the buying and shipping 
of stock. 

Mr. Langseth was married to Miss Ellen E. 
Rothstein Feb. 22, 1871. She is a daughter of 
F. E. Rothstein, and they have two children—Liz- 
ae B. and Mary S. Our subject is a member of 
Wheatland Lodge, No. 184, A. F. & A.M. In 
politics he is an active worker in the ranks of the 
Republican party. 
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ZRA BALDWIN, deceased, Many of the 

G prosperous and well-to-do citizens of this 
s—#) county, who came here at an early day and 
were actively identified with the development of | 
the community in which they resided, and, in fact, 
of the entire county, have passed to their home 
beyond the grave. Among this class, and a gen- 
tleman who accumulated largely of this world’s 
goods through his own push and energy, was Ezra 
Baldwin. He was born in New York City in 1827, 
and was a son of Samuel and Pollie (Lindsly ) 
Baldwin, who about the time of Ezra’s marriage 
removed to Phelps, Ontario Co., N. Y., where the 
father engaged extensively in farming. 

Kzra Baldwin, after leaving home, engaged in 
contracting and building, and for some years quite 
He then 
moved to Vienna, Oneida Co., N. Y., and there § 
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During the latter year our subject purchased the 
store and stock of goods with which he first began 
mercantile business. ‘The stock consisted of 4 few 
+) roceries and notions, which were in a small, one- 
}) story frame building. In 1877 he erected a build. 
{ ing 20x30, and his business had grown to such an 
“ extent that he had consequently been compelled to 

increase his stock. He studied the wants of his 
ou) customers, dealt fairly by them, and by so doing 






embarked in the cabinet business and prosecuted = 
it with success for a time. Selling out, he engaged 
in the hardware trade, which he continued until he ° 
concluded to come West, where he might have a © 
broader field in which to operate, and making his 
way to this State, settled in Maquoketa. There he 
erected a fine brick block and put into the same a - 
large stock of hardware, and was engaged in this : 
business for three years, meeting with far more 
than ordinary success. Disposing of his interest in 
the latter place, he removed to Lyons, where he | 
purchased the hardware stock of two firms that had 
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re 6h } | his trade increased to such an extent that in 1881 
‘> } he erected another building, 24x50 feet in dimen- 
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Ree “sions and two stories in height, and he now has one 
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gave his business over to his three sons. 
* chased a fine residence on Sixth street, in Lyons, 
and there lived until his demise, in 1871. 

Mr. Baldwin was a Christian gentleman and a 
/ Class-Leader in the Methodist Church. Honor- 
* able in his dealings with his fellow-men, he was at 
“ the same time never known to turn a deaf ear to 
true charity. He held quite a number of import- 
ant positions of trust and honor and was respected 
by all who knew him for his sterling worth and in- 
tegrity. His family comprised four children— 
William E., Arvill A. (now Mrs. Marquis), Charles 
and Warren S. William E. and Warren-S. de- 
parted this life in 1853. 

Mrs. M. Baldwin, now residing on Sixth street, 
Lyons, is a native of Dutchess County, N. Y., and 
is a daughter of William and Annie (Ganond) 
Calkin, Her parents were natives of New York 
and her father was an extensive and wealthy farm- 
er of Dutchess County. After living for some 
years in that county, he sold his farm there and 
moved to Phelps, Ontario Co., N. Y., where they 
lived until their deaths. They had a family of 
eight children, of whom Mrs. Baldwin is the only 
one surviving. She is a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and has remained strong in the 
faith ever since she joined that denomination. 
Although more than three-score and ten years of 
‘S her life have passed, she remembers of never hay- 
2 ing wronged anyone; her pathway has been strewn 
* with roses of happiness and pleasure, and she is 
truly entitled to receive the Father’s encouraging 
» * Well done, thou good and faithful servant.” 
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SAAC W. JONES. The subject of this biog- 
raphy is a cabinet-maker and farmer, whose 
home lies on section 25, Welton Township. 
* He was born in Mount Pleasant, Jefferson Co., 
+ Ohio, Sept. 4, 1818, and is the son of Jonathan and 
: Hannah (Flaugh) Jones. His parents are natives 
; of Fayette County, Pa., and his father was born 
f July 30,1795. Mr. Jones, Sr., was married May 
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| = failed. His sons also opened a wholesale hardware | 28, 1817, and his wife was born May 30, 1789, and ‘ : 
5 . . . ° 2 42 . on ¥ 
f store in Clinton, and are now carrying it on in | is deceased, The husband died April 1, 1884, . i 
4 that city. During the year 1868 he retired and | in Harrison County, Ohio. They were the parents 


of six children, as follows: Elizabeth, born April 

10, 1820; Amy, Jan. 10, 1822; Elizana, Dec. 11, p@o2a5 
1823: Enoch, Oct. 25, 1825; Hannah, and the sub- if rt. 
ject of this writing. Jonathan Jones was twice 
married. 

Isaac W. Jones, of this writing, was united in oe 
the holy bonds of matrimony with Hannah Knight, 
who was born Oct. 25, 1824. Their nuptials were 
celebrated Dec. 10, 1840. ‘The place of her nativ- 
ity was Harrison County, Ohio, and she has been 
the mother of ten children, as follows: Jonathan 
K., born July 22, 1843; James A., born April 6, 
1845, and died Novy. 17, 1865, of typhoid fever; 
Mary E., born May 10, 1849; Rachel J., born at: 
Cassville, Dec. 25, 1852; she married Dr. Charles 
W. Smith, of Fayette County, Iowa, May 23, 1873; 
Catherine M., born March 16, 1853, and died Sept. 
30, 1854, of cholera infantum; Isaac P., born Aug. 
13, 1855, who is at the present time attending 
medical school at Iowa City; he was married to 
Jennie Baker, of Ohio, Jan. 15, 1880, at Mount ||) 
Pleasant; Ella J., born April 19, 1858, and died II | 
July 2, 1879, of quick consumption; Edwin $., born 
March 138, 1862, married Alice K. Hixby March | 
31, 1886: Freddie B., born March 22, 1867, died 
June 27, 1868; William H.. born July 6, 1870, 
died Aug. 14, 1870. James A. enlisted in the 24th 
fowa Infantry, but was discharged for disability 
after a few months. Dr. J, K. Jones, one of the chil- 
dren of the previous record, was married to Ger- 
trude Green, Oct. 30,1872. She was a native of 
Illinois. Ile died Dee, 5, 1874, at De Witt, Iowa. 
He had practiced his profession at that place six 
years previous to his death. He was a man of 
much activity and with a full and wide under- 
standing of his profession, but fell a victim to the 
dread destroyer, consumption. He had endeared , 
himself to many by his deeds of kindness and his aa 
every-ready courtesy. A wide circle of friends~ i 
mourned him, and he left a wife to regret a worthy 
and tender companion. ~ 

Mr, Jones came to Lowa in 1858, and located at _ 
Davenport for one year, then moved to De Witt, jp 
and was five years there. He removed hither in~ 
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1860, where he had. bought 240 acres in 1853. Tt 
was not improved; all improvements have been 


made by him. Mr. Jones has 610 acres of land all 

/ under cultivation. He is the owner of a handsome 

house and barn, He worked at the cabinet-malc- 

. ing business for fifteen years and latterly at the 
_ carpenter’s trade. ‘This was previous to his going 
*f onto the farm. Nearly all the family are members 
+ of the Methodist Episcopal Church, which they 


support ably and in which they are working, active 
adherents. In politics he is a Republican. One 

daughter of his, Rachael J., studied medicine at the 
| Hahnemann College, Chicago, and proved herself a 
lady of high mental attainment, with a first-class 
knowledge of her profession. She now practices at 
Maquoketa, Jackson Co., Iowa; she married Dr. 
Charles W. Smith, of West Union, Fayette Co., 
Towa, May 25, 1883. Mary E. married James <A, 
Hicks, Dee, 31, 1868. Taken as a whole, the fam- 
ily of Mr, Jones reflect upon his name much credit, 
and he has a just reason for holding an honest 
pride in them. 
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EV. DE WITT CLINTON CURTIS. As 
a respected and honored citizen of Clin- 
ton County, and one who has the interest 

») of her citizens at heart, as well asa gentle- 

man of sterling worth and integrity, we take pleas- 

ure in presenting the name of Rev. D. W. C. Curtis 

in this-volume. He was born in Brie County, N 

Y., June 12, 1826, and is the son of Almen and 

Elizabeth (Sanborn) Curtis. His father was a na- 

tive of Piermont, Vt., was there reared and grew to 

manhood. He removed from that State and) set- 
tiled in the town of Holland, Erie Co., N. Y., where 
he lived until his demise, in 1859. ns subject's 

, mother also died in that county in 1835, 
qi De Witt C. Curtis is the seventh in order of birth 
| i of his parents’ children. In 1838 our subject and 

f tae his father started for this State with a span of horses 

if A and a wagon, making the entire trip overland. The 

ft iS in father took up a claim on what is now Olive Town- 

A at} ship, where he cut a few logs and made some rails 

ae Ai and other improvements. In January, 1839, the 

ge J father, having sold he team, started for New York 
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on foot. Arriving there, he could not induce his 
family to come here, remained 
with them. 
Our subject did not return with his father, but 
continued to remain here in company with a broth- 
er until the following spring, and during the sum- 
mer of that year worked for his brother and kept 
‘old bach” in a little shanty on the claim, which 
had no floor other than the naked ground. In the 
spring of 1840 he went to Illinois, whither his 
brother had preceded him; and, taking up his resi- 
dence at Prophetstown, was engaged in farming in 
that neighborhood and Union Grove until 1842. 
During that year he returned to this county and 
rented land from Lyman Alger, boarding with his 
family’and engaged in the cultivation of the land 
until 1846. While boarding with that gentleman 
and working his land, he all the while had his eyes 
fived upon a beautiful daughter, who was likewise 
an inmate of the Alger household, and, succeeding 
in obtaining her consent, presented himself before 
the heads of the family and demanded that they 
acknowledge his right to marry her, The old 
folks consented, and Miss Maria Alger became Mrs. 
Curtis. Of course the mother desired the daughter 
to remain with her, and our subject continued to 
reside with Mr. Alger for several years, assisting in 
the management of his farm, and when his father- 
in-law erected a sawmill our subject held the posi- 
tion of engineer, 
Mr. Curtis was converted to the Christian relig- 
ion in 1841, and in 1851 united with the Baptist 
Church, and was licensed to preach in September, 
1859. Ile was ordained in December, 1859, at 
Pleasant Prairie Church, and has done good work 
in the cause since that time. His wife was born in 
Cattaraugus County, N. Y., Feb. 19, 1828, and 
died in August, 1866. She was the mother of seven 
children, four of whom are yet living: Klvira, wife 
of A. I, Danforth; Lyman J., whose sketch appears 
in this work; Kit Carson; Emma, wife of Leroy 
Cushman, a native of Carroll County,  “ 
The second marriage of Rey, Mr. Curtis was in 
1867, at which time Miss R. A. Jennings became 
his wife. She was born in ‘Trumbull County, Ohio, 
and their union has been blest by the birth of two 
children—Charles and Laura, twins. 


and consequently 
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Peace and Constable, and he has also been Presi- 
dent of the School Board. In politics he votes with 
the Republican party. 
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EV, FATHER JOHN GARLAND, Priest 
of the Church of Center Grove, of Wash- 
ington ‘Township, section Clinton 

©) County, was born in Dover Plains, Dutch- 
CSS Co., N. Y., March 5, 1854. His parents were 
natives of Ireland, and his father came to America 
in 1846. The father landed in New York and lo- 
‘cated in Dutchess County, where he was married to 
Rose A. O’Dowd, in September, 1848, and they 
were the parents of two children—Mary, now Mrs. 
John Hunt, living in Marysville, Mo., and our sub- 
ject. The mother of Father Garland died Oct. 9, 
1877. Mr. Garland, Sr., had moved from New 
‘York in 1855, to Kewanee, Henry Co., UL, and was 
there pursuing agriculture in which he has suc- 
ceeded finely, . 

John was the second child in his father’s family. 
He received his education at Niagara, N. Y., where 
he studied for four years at the Seminary of Our 
Lady of Angels. Completing his studies there, he 
next entered the Theological Seminary at Allegany 
City, N. Y., at the College of St. Bonaventures, 
Where he remaingd four years. At the expiration 
of that time he removed to Dubuque, Iowa, where 
he was ordained by Right Rev. John Hennessy, 
D. D., and was then assigned assistant pastor at 
Sioux City, Lowa, where he remained eight months. 
He was then sent to Lourdes, Howard County, 
where he acted as first pastor for four years. Ie 
Was next given a location in this county, where he 
has a large circle of friends and is doing a good and 
great work, He has erected a handsome brick 
church 50x100 on section 23. The main building 
has a vestry-room and the church is twenty-four 
feet in height to the eaves, with three main en- 
trances in front, and is elegantly completed inside, 
each window being a memorial one of stained 
glass. The building is heated by steam and lighted 

_ by the Bailey Reflector. The spire is 130 feet in 
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Our subject has held the office of Justice of the | height from the ground to the top of the Cross. 








Its cost was $16,000 and the bricks were made on_ 
the ground, whence they were put up in the walls, 
There are forty acres of land belonging to it as 
church property, and the membership is about three 
Father Garland has superintended the > 
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hundred, 
entire erection of the church, and has shown a logi- | 
eal common sense and a straightforward ‘ability 
which has tended to make him still more highly re- 
spected than formerly. He is genial and kindly in 
manner and has a kind word for one. and all. 
Morally he is above reproach, and in his own field 
of labor is working for the advancement of his 
CAUSE, 

The church, of which we present a view on an- 
other page, has a neat parsonage in connection with 
it, and to it are added handsome grounds, besides 
trees, vines and small fruits. 





~ 
wi} ACOB NETH was born in Wurtemburg, 


Germany, Jan, 27,1859, His father, George 
|) Neth, was also a native of Wurtemburg, and 
© Oct. 15, 1804, He was there 
reared asa farmer and received his edueation in 
the public schools. On reaching maturity, he mar- 
ried Catharine Hapt, also a native of Wurtembure, 
In 1854 he set sail for the United States, in May of 
that year, from Wurtemburg, and landed in New 
York July 1, whence he went directly to Ohio, and 
there visited relatives, and looked about the coun- 
try, continuing with them nearly two months, and 
then came to Clinton County, where he settled in 
Olive Township. There he bought land and lived 
on section 17. He built him a house, and in the 
following winter the family made themselves com- 
fortable, beginning the breaking of their land the 
ensuing spring. He then improved and enclosed it 
all, cultivating and enriching the land, and lived 
there until L868. Ilis death occurred in 1883 at 
his son’s. ‘There were but two children—Margaret, 
widow of Albert Kuebler, who lives on section 19, 
Olive ‘Township, and our subject. 

Jacob Neth was an only son, and spent the great- 
er part of his time in school in his native land, be- 
ing but fifteen years of age when he came to Clin- 
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ton. He made his home with friends until 1862. 
He enlisted in August of that year In Co, IK, 26th 
Iowa Vol. Inf., and with a brave heart and firm 
hand served until the close of the war. Ile then 
came out of the service with all the honors of war, 
He took part in the struggles at Arkansas Post, 
Lookout Mountain, Missionary Ridge, siege and 
capture of Vicksburg, and was wounded at Resaca, 
Ga. He was there sent to the hospital and re- 
mained until December, 1864, after which he was 
sent to Nashville and took part in the battles at 
that place, and was at New Berne, N. C., at Golds- 
boro, and was at the Grand Review at Washington. 
| After his discharge, our subject returned home 
and went to live with his sister, with whom he has 
since remained. He bought a farm of eighty acres 
on section 8, Olive Township, which he rents, and 
also owns a half interest in the old homestead. 

Mr. Neth is a member of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Chureh, is a worthy and true-hearted follower 
of the meek and lowly Jesus, and shows forth the 
fruits of that belief in his daily life. In political 
belief he is independent. 


ILLIAM J. TOOKER. Among the young 
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Comstock, daughter of Albert and Mary L. (Rora- 
beck) Comstock, natives of that State. Her par- 
ents had three children, of whom Mrs. Tooker was 
the eldest. She was born in the county in which she 
was married, June 7, 1862, and of her union with 
Mr. Tooker one child has been born, by name 
Arthur W,, the date being July 1, 1885, 

In_ polities, Mr. Tooker is identified with the 
Republican party, never failing to cast his vote 
with the same when opportunity affords, 

~ ARWIN R. MARKITAM, who is the editor 

of the Wheatland Spectator, is the son of 

Rufus and Elizabeth ([lowell) Markham. 

They are natives of New York, and came 

from Susquehanna County, Pa., to Clinton County 
in 186%, and settled in Charlotte, 

Our subject was born in Susquehanna County, 
Pa., April 1, 1861, and is the eldest of a family of 
three children, Tle was eight years old when his 
parents removed to Clinton County, and in that 
time had received a common-school education, At 
the age of eighteen he took an extended trip to 
New Mexico and that section of country, and 
afterward returned to Clinton County, where he 
was employed in the Clinton Herald oftice for one 
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men of Clinton County who have selected 

agriculture as their vocation in life, and 

who, judging from present indications, are bound 

i to succeed, is the subject of this biographical no- 

i ea tice, who is a resident of Liberty Township. Will- 

| F il iam J. Tooker is a son of Joshua and Maria P. (Gil- 

bert) Tooker, natives of Ohio and Connecticut re- 

|!) spectively. The parents of our subject came to 

| this county in 1876, locating in Liberty Township, 

n| where they resided until the fall of 1882, when 

=~) they removed to Wheatland, They had a family 

of nine children, of whom the subject of this no- 

4) tice was the seventh in order of birth. Ie was 

iy ~~ born in Cuyahoga County, Ohio, Jan. 14, 1861. | in that honesty of the press which should take no 
) Our subject’s education was acquired in the com- abject position under financial temptation, 

== mon schools of this county, and he was reared to Mr, Markham was married in Clinton, in this 

ah ane calling which he at present follows, county, Dec, 27, 1882, to Ida Brenizer, who was a = 

William J. Tooker was married in Cuyahoga daughter of George and Emma L, (Gotshall) 

* County Ohio, Sept. 3, 1584, to Miss Carrie A, Brenizer, who are residents of Clinton, Mrs, } 


year. Soon after that he started the Daily News in 
Clinton, in this county, associated with L. T. 
Alexander. They continued thg partnership for 
about one year, when Mr. Markham sold out. his 
interest and removed to Wheatland, where he leased 
the Spectator, ‘This paper he is now editing, and it 
has a circulation of about five hundred. His clear 
and logical thought, and his well-informed mind 
produce a sheet in which he may well take an hon- 
est pride, Lis heart is in his work, and he labors— 
nobly for the people, overjoyed when an arrow 
from his’ quiver strikes home to the heart of a | 
public evil, He is just and fearless, and believes 
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Markham was born in Mechanicsburgh, Pa., Oct. 
31, 1862, and has been the mother of one child, 
George, who died in infancy. 


“ 
fi Mr. Markham, though young, is one of the most 





enterprising and progressive men of W heatland, 
He isa member of the Masonic fraternity, and Is 
eminently fitted for any office of trust to which the 
confidence of the people calls him. In polities he 
is Democratic. He is a brilliant politician and an 
able and logical man. 
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ICHARD J. CROUCH. The subject of this 
biographical notice was born on his father’s 
farm, some six miles south of Versailles, 
5) the county seat of Ripley’ County, Ind., 
Feb, 8, 1836. His parents were John and Maria 
Crouch, natives of Kentucky. Tis mother’s maiden 
name was Markland. ‘The birthplace of our sub- 
ject was in a locality where nature had been pro- 
fuse in the distribution of her lavish beauty of 
‘diversified hill and dale, for the scenery there can- 
not be characterized otherwise than as grand. 

Richard J. Crouch traces his paternal ancestry 
through a long line of excellent men and women, 
to William Crouch, who settled in Charlestown, 
Mass., in 1654, and who was regarded as a man of 
sterling worth and integrity among the early 
colonists. The patronymic of our subject, Richard, 
appears often among the descendants of this family, 
as likewise do John and Joseph. It is to the family 
of Joseph, son of William Crouch, who early re- 
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a" HE moved to North Carolina, that our subject traces 
io it his origin. © Rey. Paul Crouch was a leading min- 
3 aa ister to the early Pilgrims, and is mentioned in the 
— He highest terms by the chroniclers of that-period as a 
& q E man eminent for his ability and piety. Mary 
. iti Crouch established the first newspaper ever pub- 
>_< vi lished in the United States by a woman, It was 
.. Ne devoted to especial opposition to the: Stamp Act, 
" ne and was first issued in the year 1773, at Charles- 
f ca Mass., and lived for a number of years there- 

7 + after, 
ih. The father of our subject was a native of Har- 
a a he i rison County, Ky., and was a descendant in direct 
F. i : line from J oseph, who was of the Southern or North 
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Carolina branch of the family. In every com- ook 
munity in which John Crouch resided he was {i : 
always highly respected for his honesty and in- ip - hy 
tegrity, and held numerous offices of trust and |» it 
honor. It was his boast that, having reared ae ssre 
large family, he had always endeavored to set them i 
2 good example as an upright and honest citizen. | 
Our subject’s paternal grandmother was a Grayson, 
and came of the old Scotch stock which held 
steadily to honesty and integrity as prime factors 
of human. life. = 

Our subject traces the genealogy of his family 
on his mother’s side through several generations of 
men, distinguished alike for their ability and 
acquirements in literary and civic life, to the 
Marklands or Marklins and Culloms of. Maryland, 
His great-grandfather Cullom took a creditable and 
distinguished part in the War of the Revolution, 
as did also his great-grandfather Markland. The 
Culloms were of Irish descent. This martial and 
patriotic spirit has been manifest in their descend- 
ants to a remarkable degree. The uncle of our sub- 
ject, Capt. Sylvester Markland, gave up his life 
from the effects of a wound received while in 
command of his company in the battle of Jones- 
boro, in the famous Sherman campaign of the late 
Civil War. Others of the family did good service 
in the field. No branch of the family has been 
without its representative as a soldier when re- 
quired. Richard J, Crough’s maternal grandfather 
was a leading citizen in the communities in which 
he lived in Ohio and Indiana, and was by the 
suffrages of his fellow-citizens entrusted with civic 
offices of great responsibility, having served in the 
capacity of County Judge for many years. The 
Marklands trace their origin to Benjamin Mark- 
land, who was among the early settlers in Massa- 
chusetts and who was one of the progenitors of 
Benjamin Franklin. ‘ Gath,’ the celebrated New 
York litterateur, says of this ancestor (in an article 
on Franklin’s ancestry), that “through his many | 
descendants and the numerous branches of his large 
family, the peculiarly philosophical and practical 
cast of mind possessed by him, together with his 
good judgment of men and measures, had been — 
stamped on the minds of more distinguished men 
than had those of any one man who ever lived in 


¥ 


I 5. . 


phakic: 


ad 
hat 


, 


st | 


i 


=! SS 






Ts tere mes 








PCy oe 


ae 


oe wae 
eer) tS 


q 
g 


te 


: 


— 7} | 


—_— 
ae | 
oo ee = tt ee ! 


pee | 


4 


+ -——- 


a} 


= |(t= 


es fed FI 


: - 
> - 
_— ———— —...4) 


| dame | 


eae (MES yusse Ty yi es 


this country.” Asmarked feature to be noticed 
among the members of this family is their inde- 
pendence of character, that would not brook inter- 
ference with the right of private judgment in 
matters of politics and religion, Miss Margaret 
Markland, being a devoted member of the Catholic 
Church, about the beginning of the present century, 
was zealous in the promotion of. its interests with 
the help of a large fortune. Among other members 
of the family Abraham Markland, S. 'T. Ds DD. C3 
L., Oxon, was Prebendary of Winchester Cathed ral, 
England, where he was installed July 4, 1692, and 
in August, 1694, he was named Master of the 
Hospital of Saint Cross, at Winchester: he was ac- 
counted one of the most eminent cler gymen of his 
day and an author of note. He published a volume 
of poems in 1667, and a sermon which he preached 
before the Aldermen in Guildhall Chapel, London, 
in 1688, was published and is still extant. [He was 
a bosom friend and companion of Sir Izaak Walton, 
his name appearing as one of the witnesses to that 
eminent man’s will. Sir Samuel Markland was 
knighted by the king of England for his discoveries 
and applications in practical science, early in the 
seventeenth century. At a later date one of the 
name, J. H. Markland, held a leading place in 
literary and scientific circles in the Old World as a 
Fellow of the Royal Society, The maternal grand- 
mother of our subject was born in Orange County, 
Va., was of Welsh extraction and traced her lineage 
to Andrew Brock, a commissioned officer of the 
Crown of England as Surveyor-General of the Vir- 
/ ginia Colonies, while under the dominion of Great 
Britain, Our subject’s mother was a woman of 
strong domestic attachments, and devoted her life 
| to the service of her family. Her mental char- 
acteristics were such as to lead her to desire that 
her children should receive the advantages of a 
q good education and should grow up to man and 


i) womanhood as good and honest men and women. 


Her children owe all they have and are to her 
teachings and Christian influence, and in the 
language of Holy Writ, “her children rise up and 


== call her blessed.” 


Richard J. Crouch spent his early years on his 
1 father’ s farm in alternate labor thereon, and in at- 
© aed the common schools, until he reached the 
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he held before his pupils as examples, the char- 


died, of an acute illness, at the early age oft 
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age of thirteen years. Among his most eratifying” 
recollections are those of the interest taken at this 
age by his friends and teachers in his advancement 
in intellectual pursuits. At the age of seven) years 
he had read Goldsmith’s Natural History 
Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe, and to. this day these 
hooks have not been perused by him since, but he 
remembers distinctly the incidents recorded therein. 
Among his early teachers he remembers Hon. J. W. 
Gordon, of Indiana, since distinguished in civil and 
military life; John. D. White, who in 
younger days was the instructor of Gen. Grant. 
Gen. Gordon did much to encourage our subject to 
pursuits of an intellectual character, and said of him, 
“Give him books without teachers and nothing 
could prevent him from becoming a scholar.’ Of 
John D. White our subject’s recollections are that 
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acters of Napoleon and Cesar as models, and no 
doubt this influenced the youthful mind of Gen. 
Grant to the extent of causing him to select a 
military career, About the age of thirteen years 
an intimacy sprang up between Mr. Crouch and a 
fellow-pupil named Ross Alley, which ripened into 
the closest friendship. 
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Ross was two years his 
senior, and son of 4 leading physician in the neigh- 
borhood, and at that early day developed sueh a 
brilliancy and genius in literary composition as to 
excite the comment of prominent men throughout 
the country. So much so was this the case that his 
effusions of prose and verse were copied and ¢om- 
mended by the leading literary periodicals of the 
day. ‘These two friends, mere boys, if you please, 
early in the ’50s conceived the idea of publishing 
a youth’s literary paper, which by the aid of friends 
was accomplished, and the Genius of Youth, a paper 
devoted entirely to the interests of the young and 
to original matter contributed by the youth of both 
sexes, and having a circulation in all parts of the 
country, both North and South, and extending into 
every State and Territory, was successfully estab- 
lished. This was the origin of the amateur press, 
and the first paper of its class ever published in this 
or any other country. The publication of the paper 
was continued with increasing prosperity for three 
years, when, from overwork, Ross Alley suddenly ¢§ 
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eighteen years. So deep was the regret of friends 
in the town in which he resided that the bells of the 
city were tolled simultaneously at the announce- 
ment of his death. In the meantime our subject 
had graduated from Wilmington Seminary, now 
Moore’s Hill College, Indiana, with eredit, and had 
uso engaged in teaching in the public schools at 
Dillshoro, Ind., with acknowledged success. 

In September, 1854, our subject removed with 
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where he continueds teaching until 1861, at which 
time he was elected member of the County Board 
of Supervisors, which he assisted in organizing, and 
was'a member of some of its most important com- 
mittees, He wasafterward engaged as Principal of 
the De Witt publie school, and was performing the 
duty of the position, when, in the autumn of 1861, 
he was elected to the office of County Superintend- 
ent of Schools, which, by successive election, he 
held for a period of four terms, or eight years. 
During his term of office he exerted himself to 
build up the common schools of the county and to 
establish them on a permanent, progressive basis, 
and with the assistance of leading men throughout 
the county this he was enabled to do. Those who 
were induced by him at that early period to or- 
ganize graded schools in the cities of Clinton, 
Lyons, De Witt, Camanche, Wheatland and other 
places in the county are now satistied that the ad- 
vice given was timely and good, as the results have 
proven. While engaged in the school work Mr. 
Crouch was a contributer to the leading journals of 
education of the State, and held the position of 
member of the Executive Board of the State 
Teachers’ Association, of which body he was 
Secretary, He engaged the confidence and friend- 
ship of the leading educators of the State, among 
whom may be named Prof. D. Franklin Wells, 
Hon. ©. Faville, State Superintendent and since 
deceased, besides many others who still hold high 
positions in the work. | 
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ns tt Mr. Crouch has been a member and president f¢ . 
. . ie several years of the De Witt School Board, and his 
oa he interest in the development and progress of the 
~ . Te public school system is still unabated, Ata term 
“s F ne of the District Court of the State held Dee. 8, 1871, 
7 ore 1 Me. Crouch, upon motion of Fon, W. E. Lefling- 
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his father’s family to Charlotte, in this county, 


considerable ability as a public speaker, he has often 
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well, was admitted to practice in all the courts of |) 
an attorney and counselor at law, [U 
He was also 


the State as 
Judge J, Scott Richman presiding. 
admitted to the Supreme Court at a session held at 
Davenport on the 8th of October, 1872. He has 
since that time held the position of Justice of the 
Peace in the town of De Witt, and has been re- 
elected without opposition. His decisions, with one 
exception only, have invariably been sustained by 
the upper courts, and that decision was only modi- 
fied, He was Mayor of De Witt for three success- 
ive terms, and is accorded the honor of having 
giyen the municipality a thorough-going and 
economical administration of its affairs. Of posi- 
tions in benevolent societies, our subject has held 
the office of Worshipful Master in De Witt Lodge, 
No, 34, A. F. & A. M., for fifteen years. He has 
also been a worker in the Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons, and by appointment of the Grand Master 
was for three years Chairman of the Committee on 
Appeals and Grievances, his reports having met 
with the warm approval of the members of that 
body. Mr, Crouch also holds a leading position in 
the I. O. O. F., having passed the chairs of the 
subordinate lodge of that organization, He was 
also Grand Worthy Templar of the State for one 
term. He is an active member of the “ Territorial 
and State Pioneers of Iowa” for Clinton County, 
and has done much to place upon record and to 
perpetuate the history of the trials and triumphs of 
the worthy men and women who composed the 
early settlers of this great commonwealth. 

Richard J. Crouch was united in marriage with 
Miss Philena Foster, a lady of scholarship and 
culture, and a native of Haverhill, N. H., on the 
8th day of October, 1868. Mrs. Crouch is of the 
families of Fosters and Thurstons, old and respected 
settlers of New England. The union of Mr, and 
Mrs. Crouch has been blest by the birth of four 
children—Grace, Dora (deceased), Mildred and 
Marshall C., all born in De Witt. , 

Our subject having at an early age manifested — 


been called to the platform to address the people 
on the questions of the day. At the early age of 
seventeen years, with all the enthusiasm of youth, 
his services were utilized in this direction, During 
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the late Civil War his services in this respect were 
in special requisition in arousing the people to the 
demands of the hour’, and in assisting in the organi- 
zation of associations whose objects were the relief 
and the amelioration of the condition of our brave 
soldiers in the field. Of his literary work it may 
be said that much he has done has been accorded a 
secure place in the literary journals and magazines 
of the country. Of his fugitive pieces, including 
sketches and poems, very many have gone the 
rounds of the press without credit having been 
given the author, suflicient in number, if collected, 
to form a large volume, 

The life of our subject has been mainly demntetl 
to the promotion of the welfare of others, and to 
the gratification of his literary and scientific tastes 
in the acquisition of knowledge. This has left him 
but little time or inclination to devote to the ad. 
vyancement of his own personal interest. This, in- 
deed, may be accounted a fault, but the conscious- 
ness that his work has given encouragement to 
many aspiring and ambitious young men and 
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ful and honorable career, must alone be his apol oy 
and excuse, trusting that the knowledge acquired 

j| and the good accomplished by him will in the end 
4jj|| justify, with whom he is best known, his life work. 
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ON. GEORGE W. THORN. Among: the 
citizens of Clinton County who have re- 
ceived at the hands of the people a recog- 
nition of their sterling worth and ability is 
the subject of this biographical notice. THe is a 
self-made man in every respect, and has held nu- 
sq merous positions of trust and honor duri ing’ the 
5, p years that are past and gone, 

i The parents of our subject were George and 
~ Ann (Ilarding) Thorn, natives of England, he of 
_ Devonshire and she of the county of Kent. They 
Fran} emigrated to this country in 1826, and located in 
i Canada, and in 1841 came to Cedar County i in this 
y State, where they lived until their demise, and 
le ~ where the father was engaged in agricultural pur- 
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women, and has done much to incite them to a use-- 
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his father in clearing up and improving a wild and 
uncultivated tract of land. He then learned the 


mason’s trade and worked at the same until he 


came to this State. Arriving here, he took up his 


residence in Toronto, where he erected him a log 


house. In 1844 he built a saw-mill on the W apsie 
River, near ‘Toronto, and in 1846 he added to it a 
gristmill and occupied his time in operating his 
mills for about fifteen years, when he (lisposed of 
the property to one John Heller. During that time, 
in 1850, he opened a store in Toronto, and, em- 
barking in mercantile pursuits, carried a general 
stock of merchandise and continued in the business 
until 1880 when he closed out. 

Mr. Thorn was appointed Postmaster at ‘Toronto 
during the administration of President Buchanan, 
and held the office until Sept. 16,1885. He was 
elected to the Lowa Legislature in the fall of L865, 
and served his constituency faithfully and well dur- 
ing the session of 1866-68. Te was Justice of the 
Peace for about twenty years, Dr ainage Commis- 
sioner for four years, County Supervisor eight 
years, and has also held the offices of County Clerk, 
Township Treasurer and School Treasurer, 

Mr. Thorn was first married in Cedar County, 
Towa, June 29, 1845, to Lucinda Shriver. She 
was born in Morgan County, Ohio, Feb. 11, 1825, 
and bore her husband eight children, six of whom 
yet survive, ‘The names of their children are John, 
Lovisa A., Arminda E., Hannah P., Harold C., 
William C., George W., Jr.,and Irenton, John and 
Trenton are deceased, Lovisa E, became the wife of 
Benjamin I’, Jenkins, and they reside in Shelby 
County, this State. Arminda E. married George 
W. Kimball, who resides in Toronto; Hannah is 
the wife of William L. Brown, living in Alta, 
Buena Vista County; Harold was united in mar- 
riage with Jennie Penfold, and they live in Cedar 
County; William C. and Nora Yale became man 
and wife, and they lived in Cedar County until her 
demise, Dec. 20, 1885; George W., Jr., and Miss 
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Seven children were born to them—W illiam, 
Phillip, Ann, Jane, George W., John and Hannah. 

George W. Thorn was born in England, March 
He was nine years of age when his par- 
ents removed to Canada, and there lived with the 
old folks until he was fifteen years old, assisting 
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Dollie M. Williams were united in wedlock, and are 
residents of Cedar County, Iowa. 

The good wife and mother departed this life at 
Toronto, June 26, 1865, and our subject formed a 
second matrimonial alliance in Mahoning County, 
Ohio, June 17, 1870, at which time Mrs. Rebecca 
I. (Hoops) Orr, widow of Henry Orr, who died in 
Lawrence County, Pa., July 21, 1886, became his 
wife, 

In politics our subject is a Republican, and never 
fails to vote for his party when opportunity pre- 
sents itself, 
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OBERT WATERHOUSE, retired from the 
active labors of the farm, which vocation he 
has followed the major portion of his life, 
and residing in De Witt ‘Township, was born 
in Genesee County, N. Y., Feb. 18, 1815. His 
father, John Waterhouse, was 4 native of New Jer- 
sey, and Robert’s grandfather, Asa Waterhouse, 
was likewise born in that State, Soon after the 
Revolutionary War, the orandfather of our subject, 
with his family, emigrated to Canada, taking their 
household effects with them on pack-horses, and 
following an Indian trail. ‘They settled seven miles 
from the Niagara River, in the Province of Ontario. 
He obtained a large tract of land and they lived 
there until the War of 1812. He was in sympathy 
with the United States in that conflict, and returned 
to New York.and located in Cambria, Niagara 
County, where he lived until his death. 

Robert’s father grew to manhood on the old 
homestead in Canada, and was there married to 
Sarah Reynolds. THe returned to New York in 
1812, and stopped for a time in Geneseo, Living- 
ston County, and then moved to Niagara County, 
where he lived until 1833. During the year last 
named he emigrated to Michigan, and settled in 
Kalainazoo County, being a pioneer there. ‘There 
he lived for five years, and then came to this State 
and located in Seott County. On arriving, he en- 
tered Government land, and at once began the 
laborious task of improving it, and lived on the 
same until 1852, when, in company with his wife 
and sons-in-law and their families, he started for 
Mr. Waterhouse and his wife both 
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died while en route for the land of gold, and her i} 
remains were buried on the plains and his at Salt Derr = 
Lake City. i “ht 

The subject of this notice was the fourth child mis bi: 
and eldest son of his parents’ family. He was nine- 
teen years of age when he removed to Michigan, 
which was prior to the admission of that State into 





charge of the household goods, while his parents 
went via the overland route, and, as stated, they 
were among the early settlers in Kalamazoo County. 
In 1838 he came to the then Territory of Iowa, 
with his parents, The journey was made overland 
with horse and ox teams, they camping by the 
wayside and preparing the customary frugal meal. 
On arrival‘here, they located near Le Claire, Scott 
County. Our subject made a claim, and broke 
and fenced forty acres of his land, and erected 
thereon a good log house. He afterward sold the 
claim and bought land of his father, which he 
worked for a few years, then sold and removed to 
a tract of land owned by his wife, in Scott County, 
He fenced that land, erected a set of frame build- 
ings upon it, and added thereto until the farm at 
the present time contains 450 acres, 

Mr. Waterhouse was married, in March, 1842, to 
Ann Lee. She-was born in Howard Township, 
Province of Ontario, March 13, 1823, and is the 
daughter of Edward and Frances (Ledbeter) Lee, 
natives of the North of Ireland. Their children 
were five in number, of whom Jeanette is the wife 
of Alexander Houser, a resident of Monona County, 
Towa; Clarissa married George Culp, and they live 
in Southern Kansas; Frances resides on the old 
homestead; Ellen married David R. Scott, and they 
are residing in Delmar; Mary became the wife of 
D. B. Cunningham, a resident of Barton, Kan, 

Ile rented his farm in 1880, and removed to De 
Witt, where he purchased his present comfort- 
able and pleasant residence. When Mr, Water-— 
house first came to this State there were but two jj) 
stores in Davenport, and the present city of Rock” | nl 
Island was called Stevenson. The parents of Mrs. & 
Waterhouse came to Scott County in 1837, from 
Canada. ‘They made the journey overland, and at. 
the time of their arrival here the land had not been . 
surveyed or placed in market. Her father, neyer- FE j i 
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theless, made a claim, on which he lived till 1841, 
when, to use his Own words, he “had enough of 
pioneer life,’ and returned to Canada and resumed 
his former business, that of merchandising, and there 
died, at the age of eighty-four years. 

Mr. Waterhouse has been a Republican since the 
organization of that party, mm 1856, and has always 
east his vote with it when opportunity offered, 


TOR 


HARLES ROCKROHR. Among the sturdy, 
energetic and successful farmers of this 
county who thoroughly understand the vo- 

cation which they follow, and consequently are 
enabled to carry on their calling with profit to 
themselves, is the subject of this notice. He is 
actively engaged in agricultural pursuits on his 
father’s fine farm of 267 acres, in Deep Creek 
Township, where he was reared from the time he 
was four years of age. 

Mr, Rockrohr was born near Beaver Dam, Wis., 
June 10, 1854, of German parentage. His father, 
Frederick Rockrohr, ‘and his mother, Anna (Ray- 
mond) Rockrohr, were married in this country, but 
were both born in Germany, and were early settlers 
in Deep Creek Township. There our subject’s father 
bought a tract of land, which he improved and 
developed into a fine farm, and for many years 
cultivated it, and was also engaged in running the 
“Ten-Mile House.” They are both living at Lyons 
at this writing, and have retired from active labor, 
having accumulated a handsome competency 
through honest toil and economy, which enables 
them to pass the sunset of life in peace and quiet. 

On the 6th of November, 1885, a tornado passed 
through Deep Creek ‘Township and struck the home 
place of Mr. Rockrohr. It struck both barns, unroof- 
_ing them and doing other damage; turned one hay- 

barn Over; did some damage to the porch on the 
: ouse, and, to use Mr. Rockrohr’s expression, “ the 
Je house was painted with mud.” Italso damaged the 
y orchard considerably, and also the shrubbery. One 
bear _of the hired men, who was milling, was badly in- 
it ured at the same time by having a portion of the 
barn blown on him. 
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ut Charles Roekrohr is the eldest son of his parents’ 
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fainily of six children, three sons and three daugh- 
ters, one of the latter being deceased, The second 
child, Emma, married William Schwartz, and they 
are living in Berlin Township, where he is engaged 
in the calling of a farmer. Frances is the wife of 
Rudolph Dalchow, a farmer hy occupation and re- 
siding at Kmil united in marriage 
with Miss Dora Frank, and they reside at Maquo- 
keta. Otto is living at Lyons with his father, and 
Jaroline died at the age of fourteen years. 

Our subject was educated in the common schools 
and continued to reside on the old homestead, 
assisting in the labors of the farm until he took 
and has for four year's 


Lyons. was 


possession of the place, 
managed it with good success. 

Charles Rockrohr was married Feb. 26, 1882, to 
Miss Rickly Holtz, born in Germany Jan, 3, 1862. 
Her father, Fred Holtz, and her mother, Sophia 
(Baker) Holtz, were natives of Germany, and came 
to this country in 1863, They first settled in 
Center Township, in this county, on a farm which 
her father had improved, and later they moved to 
Jackson County, where they are at present living. 

Mrs. Rockrohr lived with her parents, assisting 
her mother in the domestic duties of the household, 
until her marriage. She has borne her husband one 
child—Louie, born Sept. 18, 1885. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rockrohr are consistent members 
of the German Lutheran Church, Our subject was 
formerly a Republican, but at present votes with 
the Democratic party, the change in his politics 
having been made on account of the temperance 
issues Of the day. 
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R. WOLFE, deceased, was a well-to-do and 
respected citizen of this county, residing in 
Liberty Township. Ile was a farmer by vo- 
cation and honored for his sterling worth and 
integrity and fair and honest dealing with his fel- 
low-man. Mr. Wolfe was born in Ireland, Aug, 
19, 1809, and in 1847 emigrated to this country 
with his wife and child. Soon after arriving at an 
Eastern seaport our subject made his way to Chi- 
cago, where, after spending about seven weeks, he 
moved to Ottawa, Ill, where he was a resident seven 
From the latter State he came here, in 1855, 
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iy iberte, Sownets | July ‘4, 1855, the [heh 
and made settlement in Liberty Township, where | they engaged in farming, and on July 855, they et 
af - 
he took up eighty acres of Government land, to | same land was sold to the Iowa Land Company. rt Sais 
which he subsequently added, by purchase, untilat | One year previous to this the husband and father i Bi i . ‘ 
the date of his demise he was the proprietor of 640 | had moved to Lyons with his family and there |[ nt >, 
tS acres. He was a self-made man, possessing an | lived a retired life until released from the duties} =r) 


and burdens of life, Jan, 15, 1857, and the mother | iN: 

died in 1879. They were both members of the are 

Baptist Church and were earnest Christians, idiots i i 

ing to accomplish the salvation of the world. 11 
The subject of this sketch continued farming at |5)" 

the home place until it was sold, in 1855. After |5) = 


abundance of energy, together with good judginent, 
and was successful in life. 

He was married in his native country to Miss 
Honora Buckley, and they had ten children—James 


B., Margaret, Patrick, Johannah, John, Catherine, 
Catherine 2d, and Richard. 

















Morris, Margaret, ; = ; 
~ Margaret (1st) and Catharine (1st) are deceased. | leaving the farm he purchased city property at Ajo . 
James B. resides in Liberty Township. Patrick 1s Clinton and lived there until 1857, at which date |). _ 
living at De Witt. Johanna ts teaching in this | he bought twenty-seven acres, which he has since -— 
State. John is living in Liberty Township, as is | cultivated, and upon which he lives at the present — 
also Morris. Margaret is a teacher in Montana writing. ‘The lady who became his life companion, |i %  . 
Territory. Catharine lives in Liberty Township, | Miss Ellen E, Aken, is a native of Cleveland and iT 

13 ay also does Richard. daughter of Jared and Harriet (Rathbone) Aken, ' 
The kind father and loving husband died Aug. They came to Towa in 1845, and purchased 160 ie 
= 19, 1883, mourned by a large host of relatives and | acres of land adjoining the city of Clinton. Mr, “ ih 
i friends. He had held several of the minor offices of | Pearce engaged in horticulture. He met with good h2 . . 
“his township, and was respected by all who knew | success and has found large sales for his fruit, which + 
a} him. Ilis good wife survives him, and is a true | is always of the best quality in the market. He is .. 
HY and consistent member of the Catholic Church. an active, energetic man, wide-awake to public in- ! ra 
uk terest, and has a number of times been elected to So a 
tt et hI TS Ho ee office. He is a Republican in politics, and was }) 4 , x 
hy Trustee of Clinton for several years when it was | CY hoe 
4 1 ONATHAN L. PEARCE. The subject of this | yet new, besides being Pathmaster for some time. ; a 
ne personal narration is one of the suecessful Mr. Pearce and wife have had born to them three > 
oF and -progressive farmers resident within the | daughters, viz: Lura, who is single; Delia, the X 
gis borders of Clinton Township, and may be | wife of Kk, P. Dickerson, residing on a farm about |L hod Mg 
18 called one of the pioneer citizens and representative | twenty miles north of Rockford, IL, in Winnebago i ” 
“§ men of this section, He has made his special field | County; and Alice, single and residing at home jy ] . 

ft] 


with her parents; she has been for several years a 
teacher in the public schools of Clinton. 

A portrait of Mr, Pearce is shown on the op- 
posite page, 


of industry a success, and is highly esteemed and 
respected with those who know him best. Mr. 
Pearce is a native of Rhode Island, and was born 
May 1, 1816. He is the son of Jonathan L. and 
Mary BE. (Gardner) Pearce, natives of Rhode Isl- 
and and Boston respectively and of English an- 
cestry. They had nine children, of whom six 
survive—Jonathan L., (George B., Nicholas E., 
Kunice B. (Mrs. Lake), Louisa (now Mrs. Buell), 
Isothene (Mrs, Snyder). Mar. and Mrs. Pearce, Sr., 
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retired farmer and resi- 
dent of Camanche, was born in Westport, 
Essex Co., N. Y., Nov. 27, 1816. His 
father, Joel Finney, was a native of New 


TOEL B.' FINNEY, 


came with their family to Lowa and settled at Clin- 
ton in 1838, and purchased 320 acres of land, on 
Which they built a log house not far from where the 
Union Lumber Company’s works stand. There 


England, and settled in Essex County after the 
Revolutionary War, and was thus an early settler. 
He bought a tract of Iand, on which he erected a 
log house, and stripped bark from the trees to cover 
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& f ix + children born to this union, as follows: Viola A,, William B., Abraham 8., Thomas S., Daniel D. D. 










a Creal they have two. children—Fannie and Charles F. | resident in the State of Ohio, and was Justice of 
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the roof in lieu of shingles. All the boards used | Sept. 27,1874. The lady of his choice was Mrs. 
on the house were‘an old sled-box, of which he | Ruth B. Stone. She was the daughter of Jonathan § 





made the door. He improved and cultivated two | and Nancy (Chapman) Howard, and was born in 
or three different farms, and labored faithfully and | Essex County, N. Y., Oct. 13,1830. She was first & 
successfully until death cut short his career, in | married June 11, 1846, to Myron Stone, who was : 
1846, in Westport. The maiden name of our sub- | born in Westport, N. Y., Dec. 25, 1823, and died | 
ject’s mother was Nellie Brown. She was born in | at Le Claire, Iowa, Feb. 21, 1870. She was the : 
Massachusetts, and died in 1834, ‘There were two | mother of seven children by her first’ marriage, as 
children born to them, and there were eight born | follows: Harriet. Dickinson, who lives at Clinton; Hi 
to Mr. Finney by a former marriage. Mary Shaner, who lives at Burt, lowa; William M., | 





. ‘3 
< — 
—— ae 
oe e » a e . i: =F 2 - T LL ry » on 
—5—5—8 fr SSS a rer Kore (as 
4 att r¥ >. 2 - ‘ 










The subject of our sketch was the elder of his | a resident of Le Claire; Ida Waterbury, who lives 
mother’s children, and was reared on the farm. He | at Elkhorn, Wis.; and Harry H., who lives in Le 
made his home with his parents until his marriage, | Claire. 

July 13, 1843, with Roxalana Nichols, born in Mr. Finney has been a member of the Baptist 
Westport, N. Y., Jan. 20, 1820, She was the | Church for over forty-six years, and long has his 





daughter of Jonathan and Dexalana (Wallace) | name been enrolled on the Lamb’s Book of Life, f 
Nichols, They remained at home for two years | as he has stood beneath the banner, a valient sol- H 
fl after marriage. In the fall of 1846 he visited | dier of the cross, fighting for Christ’s cause. He : 

: 












rte Jj) Seott County, Iowa, coming by way of the canalto | has served as Deacon for over thirty years in the 
i) Buffalo and by the lakes to Chicago, footing it for | congregation of which he is 1 member, and always 
fi several days, and from there by stage to Iowa. | dispenses good whenever Opportunity provides, 
After visiting friends, he returned, and staid in | His first wife was also a member of the Baptist 
l Essex County until 1851, when he removed with | Church, and his present wife belongs to the Meth- 
era his family to Seott County, going by canal and | odist Episcopal Church, Mr. Finney has always 
railroad to Buffalo, and by the lakes to Toledo, | been exceedingly temperate in his habits. He has 
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thence by railroad and private conveyance to Chi- | never smoked nor chewed, nor does he know the a ? 
cago, and afterward by canal to La Salle. They | taste of beer. He has not used any spirits of any § | 
then hired a team and went overland to Scott | kind in the last forty-eight years. He is a Repub- zy 
County, where they rented land until the spring of | lican in polities, and was a member of the temper- ah 
1854, He then came to this county and rented | ance order. 4 
land for two years, and in the meantime bought +f) =" ‘au 
wild land on section 25, in Camanche Township. ih 
After renting land two years he was able to locate FA Ss. CANNON, boot and shoe dealer in & 
on his own land, on which he erected a frame house, @ Clinton, is a native of Ohio, born March 9, 
12x18, and a straw stable. In 1860 the great tor- 1830. He is the son of R. M. and Mary 








nado oceurred, and his buildings were completely | @ (Brodrick) Cannon, natives of Ohio and 
— demolished ind much of his fence was lost. Inthe | New Jersey respectively. Their marriage was con- 
oft fall he rebuilt and remained a resident on the farm | sumated in 1818, in Shelby County, Ohio, and by 
Baan until 1878, when he rented the farm and came to occupation they were farmers. The mother died 
i ty the silts and purchased his present residence. | in 1871. Their family consisted of ten children, 


mi): sy Mrs. Finney died Feb. 25, 1873. There were two | six of whom still survive as follows: Caroline, 


rat 

































a ity -. wife of Truman Beckwith, of Camanche Township; | and A. $8. The father of our subject is still living, 


Paulinus, who lives in Camanche, married Mary | the Peace for twenty-one years, besides holding 
==) EK. Miles, and they have three children, other offices of the town. Both he and his wife 
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its C The second marriage of Mr. Finney occurred | were members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
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and he was Class-Leader for a considerable ee 
of time and also Steward. He will be ninety years 
of age should he live till October, 1586. 

The subject of this personal history remained at 
home until he reached the age of eighteen years, 
assisting on the farm and attending school. After 
leaving home he apprenticed himself to learn the 
shoemaker’s trade in Shelby County, and there 
worked six months, after which he opened a shop 
and conducted the same fourteen years in the same 
place. From there he removed to Lima, Ohio, and 
worked as a journeyman for a year, after which he 
again began business for himself. Remaining two 
years at this, he, at the expiration of that time, 
went to Tonica, Ill, and engaged in the same busi- 
ness, besides selling Eastern manufactured goods, 
In that town he remained for nine months, and 
thence went to Mendota, Ill, engaging a second 
time at that employment. He then went to Proph- 
etstown, where he worked for one year and five 
months at his trade, and in 1872 he came to Clin- 
ton, and now resides on Seventh avenue, and has 
since made this city his home. 

Mr. Cannon was united in marriage, in 1851, 
with Martha A. Dodds. She was the daughter 
of Josephus Dodds, a native of Warren County, 
Ohio. By his union with Miss Dodds he has two 
children—William E. and Benjamin A. He is a 
Republican in politics, and is connected by mem- 
bership, with his wife, with the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. He also belongs to the Modern Woodmen 


of America, and is not only a useful man in mat- 
ters relative to the public good, but has proved 
himself worthy the confidence and esteem of the 
people. 


RS. CLARA YEOMANS, M. D. The lady 
of whom this personal history is written is 
a homeopathic physician, located at No, 
406 Sixth avenue, Clinton, and is note- 
worthy for her high reputation, thorough knowl- 

edge of her profession, and the large measure of 

success which she has gained in its practice. Not 

only is she well known, esteemed and admired as a 

physician, but she is possessed of many refined and 
womanly traits of character and disposition and is 
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of fine itary taste and ability. She has been a 
contributor to medical works for some years, and. | 
was Vice-President of the Homeopathic Medical | 
Institute at Fairfield, Iowa. This is a State organ- 
ization. Ef 

Mrs. Yeomans is a native of Summit County, 
Ohio, and was born in 1821. She is the daughter 
of Absalom and Abigail (Thomas) Van, natives of 
New England. They came to Ohio in 1815, and 
settled in Portage County. They had a family of 
eight children, four of whom survive, as follows: 
Abigail, Mrs, Redway; Sophia, Mrs. Leighton; Mrs. 
Dr. Yeomans and Laura, 

The subject of this biography was united in mar- 
riage with Dr. $. P. Yeomans, at Brighton, Iowa. 
He came to this State in 1838, and subsequently 
studied medicine, graduating from Rush Medical 
College, at Chicago, in 1853, He afterward grad- 
uated from Hahnemann Medical College, in the 
same city. He held the position of Registrar of 
the Land-oflice at Sioux City a number of years. 
After her marriage Mrs. Yeomans studied medicine, 
in which she is interested, and sueceeded beyond 
her hopes, attending the Hahnemann Medical Col- 
lege and being the first lady graduate from that in- 
stitution. She received her diploma in 1870. She 
was also the first lady who attended clinics in the 
Cook County Flospital, and after her graduation 
from the first-named college she went to the New 
York Medical Institution for Women, attended 
course of medical lectures and also clinics at Belle- 
She also attended clinics in the Sur- 
gical Hospital for Women under the instruction of 
Dr. Marion Sims and Drs. Peasely and Emmet. 
Since returning from these cities, in which she ,has 
given full liberty to her tastes in the direction of 
medicine, she has established a practice which be- 
gan in 1863, and has done exceptionally fine work 
and achieved some marked successes in her chosen 
line of labor. Her practice at Marion lasted five 
years, and she was much esteemed and was justly 
popular in that section of country, both as a lady 
and physician. 

Of her children, but one daughter remains, who 
was united in marriage some time since with Rey. 
MeNiff, a resident of Minnesota. In 1884 she lost 
by death a son, George W., in bis twenty-seventh 
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year. This was a,heavy blow to the devoted 
mother, who took erent pride in the progress of 
this brilliant young man, already an attorney of 
acknowledged ability. He graduated in 1879 from 
the Wesleyan University of Henry County, Iowa, 
He was possessed of high refinement and culture, 
was deep and well-read in his profession, and stood, 
in the early years of manhood, with a brilliant 
future before him; but death eut short his career, 
and the heart of the mother can only yield him up 
graciously and feel that “ the King of Terrors loves 
a shining mark,” 

Mrs. Yeomans is a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, of Clinton, to which she has be- 
longed for many years. She possesses a large hos- 
pitality, charity to the poor and suffering, and 


one of the noblest wives and mothers of this com- 


munity, and a woman who has also shown that ed- 
ucation to a profession and a career for her sex 
blots out none of the social duties of woman and 


_ fits her none the less for domestic happiness. 
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T. SILL. Like many other residents within 
the boundaries of Clinton County, the sub- 
ject of this notice started in life a poor 
boy, and has accumulated a competency. 
What he has of this world’s goods—and it is a 
1 goodly portion—he has made through his own in- 
dustry, energy and good judgement, for he was 
never the recipient of any legacy whatsoever. He 
is at present residing in Clinton, at No, 612 
Eleyenth avenue, retired from the active labor of 
life, and there enjoying the peace and quiet which 
am honorable past in his dealings with his fellow- 
man permits, 
D, T. Sill was born in Adams, Jefferson Co., 


Fels. 22, 1811, and is the son of John C. and 


a Sallie (Smith) Sill, natives of Connecticut and Ver- 


(atatf-d) mont. 


Our subject’s parents had thirteen children, 
only five of whom are living at this writing, namely : 
Horace L., David T., Mary A. (Mrs. Jewett), Har- 


settled at Solon, Cuyahoga County, where he pur- 
chased 160 acres of farm land and engaged in that 
The tract was all timber, and he built him 
& log house in the woods, and also erected two sim- 
ilar residences for his sons, and they entered upon 
the laborious task of clearing and improving the 
land. The old folks continued to reside wpon this 
place, working day by day with one interest in 
common, and a song upon their lips for the bird- 
lings in their nest, until their demise, the father’s 
occurring in 1844, and-the mother’s in 1853. 

David 'T, Sill was an inmate of the parental house- 
hold until twenty-two years of age, in the meantime 
assisting in the labors on the farm and attending 
the common schools, He received a fair common- 
school education, at the age of twenty-one entered 
upon the duties of a pedagogue, which he followed 
for three years, and was also engaged in teaching 
singing-school, Te was married in 1833, the year 
after his parents removed to Ohio, to Miss Pollie 
A. Messenger, a daughter of Lemuel and Elizabeth 
(Thompson) Messenger, natives of Vermont. Ler 
father was a farmer and his family consisted of fif- 
teen children, all of whom have passed to that bet- 
ter home beyond the grave, exeept two—Eli and 
Mrs. Sill. Her father died in 1834, and afterward 
her mother removed to Illinois, where she lived with 
her children until 1844, when she went to join her 
loved one on the other shore. 

Mr. and Mrs, Sill have had born to them nine chil- 
dren, seven now living. ‘The record is as follows: 
Elizabeth married Alfred Lowell, and their family 
circle has heen blest by the birth of three children 
—Clara, Florence and Edith. Ann Eliza became 
united in marriage first with John Webber; they 
had two children—Mabel and Helen; after his 
death she married James P. Herron, and four chil- 
dren were born to them—Lucy, Roy, Hattie and 
Grace; the father was accidentally killed in 1885 at 
Clinton, Olivia Sill married Webster Henry and 
they have four children—William, Frank, Harry 
and Fred; Mr. Henry died in 1885. John D. was 
united in marriage with Amanda Moberry, and they 
have the following children—John, Harry, Maud, 
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ei Frank, Ray and Roy (twins), Grace, Nellie, Jay 
ad Fay. Mary E. was the next in order of birth. | 


Harriet married Joseph Less, and their children are 


riet (Mrs, Reeves), and John B. The father was a 
surveyor by calling, and also followed the oecupa- 
FF a 4 tion of a farmer, Ile moved to Ohio in 1832 and 
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Howard, Clara, Ward, Nettie and a baby unnamed. 
Charles Sill became the husband of Lizzie Blessing, 
and they have two children—EKdith and Charles; he 
died in 1877. 
with H. P. Blackledge, and their three children are 
Ethel, Earl and Bessie. Mr. Sill, of this notice, has 
one grandchild, Mabel, married to Louis Benton, 
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Carrie formed a matrimonial alliance 
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and they have one child—Louis, who is the great- 


cixrrrirn 


grandchild of our subject. 

After his marriage, our subject lived close by the 
parental homestead, where he was owner of seventy- 
five acres of land and on which he was industriously 
occupied for eight years. His land was timber, and 
he erected himself a frame house in the woods and 
cleared a portion of his place, 





ee 
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He also taught 
school during the winter season, and in the spring 





and summer was engaged in chopping wood, until 
the haying season arrived, when he worked at that, 
receiving for his services seventy-five cents per 
day. Te was occupied in clearing his land and im- 
proving it until 1829, when, hearing of the unculti- 
‘rated prairie lands of Illinois, he concluded to 
emigrate. We next hear of him in Tazewell County, 
in that State, in the dairy business, which he con- 
ducted for two years. His next move was fo buy 
an eighty-acre tract of land, on which he located, 
and in addition to its improvement, directed his at- 
tention to contracting for the erection of buildings, 
and employed quite a number of hands. He also 
added to his acreage and became the proprietor of 
other farms, also of town property. In 1865 he 
concluded to push still further West, and came to 
this State and made settlement on a tract of land 
between Mount Vernon and Lisbon, consisting of 
200 acres. On this he erected a fine brick residence, 
and was there engaged in the prosecution of agri- 
cultural pursuits until his removal to Lisbon, While 
in Illinois he became interested in dealing in horses, 
and when he came to this State he brought ten 
head of horses with him, which he kept on his farm 
for some ten years, or until he moved, as stated, to 
Lisbon. In the latter place he was oecupied in 
loaning money and in the erection Of buildings, and 
there purchased a fine residence, on which he liyed 
until 1885. During that year he erected a fine res- 
idence on Eleventh avenue, Clinton, removed there, 
and is there living at this writing. In politics he 
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is a Republican. He has held the offices of School 
Director, Township Trustee, ete. ; he was also Post- 





master at Morton, Ill. He is one of Clinton Coun- | as > I re 
ty’s self-made men. a 

I ARL PORTH, an extensive farmer, resi- 

dent on section 2, Olive ‘Township, was born 
in Prussia April 22, 1830. He remained 

\9) at school until he was fourteen years of 2 
age, and afterward worked two years with his 
father, and subsequently for a neighbor, driving 
and farming for him, two and a half years. He Me 
then returned to his father, for whom he worked . 
for two years. About this time camexthe call for 7 
men and he went into the service, remaining three 
years in the general army as a private. He was “2 
discharged in the fall of 1853, and in the spring of - é 
1854 he set sail, in March, from Antwerp, Belgium, >" 
landing at New York after a voyage of forty-seven - 
days, with about $20 in his pocket. He came at a 
once to Iowa and located in Muscatine County, . : 
where he engaged at work with a wagon-maker for - 
about six months; he then, in the winter, built a . 
log house for another man, and finished the season , 
by shipping wool. The next spring he went to ou 
Hampton, IIL., where he worked at wagon-making, ie 
remaining three years, and engaged at teaming from x 
the timber land to the steamboat landing, taking ‘ 
loads of wood. Ile found the business prosperous : 
and continued at it for two years. In 1860 he . 
came to Lowa, and located in Clinton County, | on 


where he rented land in township 80, range 2, now 
ealled Olive Township. This course he followed 
for two years, and at the end of that time was, en- 
abled to buy forty acres of land located on the 
section where he rented, It was wild prairie land, 
and he continued to live on his rented land for five 
years. He then bought eighty acres of land on 
section 85, of township 81, range 2. That land ad- 
joined his first purchase. He built a small frame 
house on his first purchase, and has since added to 
it until he now has about five hundred and sixty 
acres. In 1883 he erected a frame house, which is 
considered one of the best in the county. 

Ile was married in 1856 to Peatma Pesack, born 
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? E = 
} r= > im Prussia in 1829,’and died in 1866, leaving four 
4 children—Otto, who lives in Scott County, Iowa; 
7 John, who lives in Lincoln County, Minn.; Joseph, 
ie whose home is in Davenport; Catherine, wife of 
Jacob Haight, who resides in Davenport. Our sub- 
. ject was married the second time, Feb, 25, 1867, to 
. Theresa Smith, of Erie County, Pa. She was of 
Ps German parentage and the mother of five children. 
im we They are as follows: Minnie, wife of Henry Epp- 
a ing, whose home is in Olive Township; Charlie, 
oY = Henry, John J. and Frances. Mrs. Porth had four 
ven children by a former marriage, as follows: Mattie, 
ie Katie, Mary and Hiram. ‘The family belong to 
= the Catholic Church, of which they are devoted 
. = members, In politics Mr. Porth is independent, 
a A view of Mr. Porth’s residence is shown on an- 
a other page of this work, 
tz 
: 3 ; $100 ><A O)0G0e_—_ 
-., 
-. RS. MARGARET DANNATT, nce Marga- 
a) 


ret Barnby, daughter of William and Mary 

(Tranmer) Barnby, residing at No. 614 

Tenth avenue, Clinton, is the subject of 
this historical sketch, She isa lady of large busi- 
hess capacity and marked intelligence, and is distin- 
guished in the records of Clinton County for the 
straightforward and womanly course no less than 
the tact and energy she has employed in the care of 
her business affairs since her husband’s death, Mr. 
and Mrs, Barnby were natives of England and 
came to America in 1853, and directly to the State 
of Iowa. Entering Davenport, they purchased, 
west of the city, 320 acres of land. Upon this Mr. 
Barnby erected a handsome brick house, and in 
that beautiful section of country they made their 
home for a period of twelve years. They then sold 
and moved into Clinton County, and bought a fine- 
«) ly cultivated farm near Elvira. Living on this some 
J) 41 years, they sold it and moved to Low Moor, where 
i” Hi they lived a retired life, enjoying the fruits of past 


ft J); was seventy-five Ne and the mother, who died 
Co Bee in 1876, was sixty-eight years of age. ‘They had 
reared a family of eight children, six of whom 
bas! are still living, as follows: William A., a resident 
in of Nebraska; Thomas, whose home is in Nevada; 
on Ber a 
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Mary A., living in Scott County; Fannie, of Low 
Moor; Jane A., a resident of Clinton. and Marga- 
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ret, of this writing. 


Mrs. Dannatt was born in 1846, and at the age 


of twenty was united in marriage to Thomas Dan- 
nett, their nuptials being celebrated Feb, &, 1866. 
He was the son of Samuel and Mary (Lancaster ) 
Dannatt, of English birth and parentage, They 
came to America in 1852, settling near Low Moor. 
in this State, where they purchased a large tract of 
land and undertook farming pursuits. The hus- 
band and father died in 1865, but the mother sur- 
vived him until 1886. Their family consisted of 
six children, five of whom survive, as follows: Ben- 
jamin, a resident of Clinton; Thomas; Mary A., 
living at Low Moor; Eliza, whose home is in Ca- 
manche, and John, who resides near Low Moor, on 
a large and beautiful farm, 

Mr. ‘Thomas Dannatt, after marriage, engaged in 
farming near the last-named town, in which indus- 
try he was markedly successful. He had a farm of 
400 acres under good cultivation and about two 
hundred and fifty acres of timber and prairie land. 
He was also very enthusiastic in stock raising and 
breeding, taking an intense interest in this special 
branch of his business. In 1868 he moved to Low 
Moor, where he lived a life of retirement until his 
death, which occurred Jan. 22, 1881. He was a 
man who took an interest in the affairs of public 
and private interests, was well informed and a great 
reader. Possessing a good memory, he had, in’ his 
quiet life, resources forbidding loneliness, By his 
union he was the father of four children, namely : 
Clara E., Ira $., Merritt J. and Frank W. He was, 
politically, a Republican, and held various oftices 
throughout the township in which he lived, execut- 
ing the duties of each in a commendable way 


With his wife he was a member of the Baptist 
Church, in which organization he labored faithfully > 
and earnestly, with a tender interest in all the work : 
He is one of the prominent men of ° 


of God’s people. 
Clinton County, and was mourned by a wide cir- 
cle of friends, After his death Mrs. Dannatt re- 


moved to Clinton, in 1882, and purchased a home at 
No. 614 Tenth avenue, besides which she bought = 


5,000 acres of land in Keith County, Neb., in 1885. 
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She has managed all her real and personal estate 
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with the most admirable good judgment, and her 
financial estimates and subsequent expenditures 
have been made with accuracy and wisdom. She 
still owns the home farm near Low Moor, En- 
dowed with a good education and possessing a gen- 
ial and kindly disposition, she is also one of the 
best business women of the county, 
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Among the agriculturists of 


OSEPH BAIR. 

this county who have attained success from 

a financial point of view, we are certainly 
© justified in placing the name of the gentle- 


man of whom we write. Joseph Bair was born in 
Westmoreland County, Pa., July 29, 1842. His 
father, Samuel Bair, was a native of the same coun- 
ty and was of German ancestry. Samuel Bair was 
a carpenter and joiner and followed that trade all 
his life. He died in Westmoreland County, Pa., 
about 1858. ‘The maiden name of his wife was 
Sarah Sager, who was born in Virginia and now 
resides with her daughter, Susan, in Crawford 
County, Lowa. 

There were twelve branches of the paternal tree, 
and our subject was the ninth child and third son 
in order of birth. He grew to manhood in his na- 
tive county, and when he was ten years of age he 
worked on a neighboring farm, receiving as remu- 
neration for his services $3.25 per month, He 
continued to-work by the day and month at farm 
labor until 1862, when, the late Civil War having 
broken out, he, in October of that year, enlisted 
in Co, H, 168th Pa. Vol. Inf. He served for nine 
months, when, his term of enlistment haying ex- 
pired, he received an honorable discharge and re- 
turned to Pennsylvania. In the winter of 1863-64 
he came to this county and engaged his services to 
Adam Kelly for one year,working for him on his 
farm. Oct. 4, 1864, he again enlisted in the Union 
Army, joining Co. F, 11th Iowa Vol. Inf., and 
united with the Government forces at Marietta, Ga. 
From there he went with Sherman in his famous 
march from Atlanta to the sea, and was in many of the 
important battles of that campaign. From Savan- 
nah he accompanied Sherman through the Caroli- 
nas and was present at the surrender of Gen, John- 


ston, He then marched via Richmond to Wash- 
ington and participated in the orand review, #n 
event which will be remembered, not only by every ~ 
soldier who participated in it, but by everyone who 
witnessed it, as the grandest and most magnificent » 
ever in the United States. Receiving his discharge fi) 
he returned to this county, doffed his uniform, laid )) 
aside the accouterments of war, and once more en-' 
tered upon the peaceful pursuits of life, engaging 
in farming. 

Mr. Bair followed the latter vocation until May 
26, 1869, when he formed a matrimonial alliance 
with Mary E. Kelly. She was born in Center 
Township, Aug. 19, 1852, and is the daughter of 
Adam and Elizabeth (Sager) Kelly, (See sketch of 
S.S. Kelly.) After their marriage they located in 
what is now Lincoln ‘Township, whence, after fol- 
lowing agricultural pursuits for two years, he moved 
to Eden Township, and there followed the same 
vocation for five years. Ile then moved on the 
old Kelly homestead in Center Township, which he 
now owns and occupies and where he is industri- 
ously engaged in his chosen vocation, 

Nine children have been born of Mr. and Mrs. 
Bair’s union, and they are named, Elsie A., Ora M., 
John 'T., Frankie, Robbie, Etta, Samuel, Mary E. 
and Clara V. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bair are members of the United 
Presbyterian Church, -and in politics our subject 
votes for men, not party. 


\ETER SCHMIDT. Of the numerous fine 
farms in this county owned by individuals 

7 who started in life poor in pocket, but 

| rich inan abundance of pluck and persever- 
ance, backed up by an exceedingly good judginent, 
one is owned by the subject of this biographical 
notice. It is located on section 4, Spring Rock 
Township, where our subject is engaged in the act- 
ive prosecution of his chosen vocation and is meet- 
ing with success. The parents of Peter Schmidt, 
Jacob and Anna Schmidt, were natives of Ger- 
many, were there married, lived, labored and died. 
Peter was the third in order of birth of his parents’ 
family of six children, He was born in Germany, 




















a. | —————— — ———$——— = 
4) Web. 2, 1841, and try with his 
uncle, M. G. Goldman, when between the ages of 
sixteen and seventeen, and continued to reside 
=~ with his uncle for several years. He landed in New 
| York, and came direct to lowa and settled in Deep 
Creek Township and worked for his uncle. After- 
ward he worked by the month until he had accu- 


-.. 

is" mulated sufficient to enable him to purchase a place 
‘3 > of his own. ‘This he did on Goose Lake, and, lo- 
oy cating upon it, for six years was actively engaged 


in its cultivation and improvement. He then sold 
his place and embarked in mercantile pursuits im 
Charlotte and was thus occupied for about a year, 
when he disposed of his business and returned to 
his first love, farming, in Spring Rock ‘Township. 
There he purchased in 1874 a place consisting of 
167 acres, the same being the fine farm on which 
he is at present residing, and there he has been in- 
dustriously engaged in its improvement and culti- 
vation until the present. 

Mr. Schmidt was married in Deep Creek ‘Town- 
ship, June 2, 1868, to Wilhelmina Ahrens, daugh- 
ter of John and Theresa Ahrens, natives of Ger- 
many. Her parents came to this county from 
their native country in 1854, and settled in the 
neighborhood of Clinton, where they lived until 
their deaths. Mrs. Schmidt was born in Germany, 
April 30, 1842, and has borne her husband six 
children, all of whom are dead except Otto D. 
Those deceased are Anna, Errick, Julius, Albert 
and Tiram. 

Mr. Schmidt has held the office of Road Over- 
seer, and in politics votes with the Democratic 


||| party. 
iM ne rg 


ah APT. W. H. HALL. Among the men of 
| push and business tact in Clinton County is 
the gentleman whose name heads this notice, 
‘He is proprietor of the Silver Creek Mills, lo- 
| Ah) cated on section 23, De Witt Township, and in the 
ea prosecution of his business is meeting with far more 
| than ordinary success, 

4 Capt. Hall was born in Indiana County, Pa., 
hae March 6, 1834. His father, Samuel Hall; was a 
th Jin native of the same county and born May 8, 1806, 


Sa 


Sam The grandfather of our subject, William Hall, was 
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born in Scotland. He was a farmer by occupation 
and spent his last days in Indiana County. Our 
subject’s father was a carpenter, and divided his 
time between working at his trade and following 
agricultural pursuits in Indiana County, until 1550. 
His wife having died prior to that date, he came 
West and stopped a short time at Galena, IIL, 
whence he came to Osage, Mitchell Co., Towa, 
where he was occupied in working at his tracte. In 
1858 he came to De Witt, where he remained i 
short time, and then went to Ilardin County. Karly 
in 1861 the father of our subject enlisted in the 
12th Iowa Vol. Inf., and went forth to fight in de- 
fense of his country. He served Gen, 
Prentiss, and was in the battle of Shiloh, and on 
Tle was 


under 


the first day’s fight was taken prisoner, 
confined for a time in Andersonville and other 
prisons, and while thus confined contracted disease, 
and was in consequence thereof discharged from 
the service Dec. 23, 1862. Te returned to this 
county and died at the home of his daughter, Mrs. 
Sarah A. Templeton, April 6, 1864. The maiden 
name of the mother of our subject was Frances 
Moore; she was born in the city of Philadelphia, of 
Irish ancestry, and died June 16,1845. There were 
six children born of the parents’ union, of whom 
Capt. Hall was the third in order of birth. 

Capt. Hall was but eleven years of age when his 
mother died, and on reaching the age of twelve 
years he was bound out to learn a trade ina woolen- 
factory in Clarion County, Pa. Te worked at the 
trade for eighteen months, when he joined his 
father in Jefferson County, and labored at the ear- 
penter’s bench with him until 1849, in the interim 
attending the common schools, During the year 
last named our subject commenced to learn the 
trade of a millwright, at which he worked continu- 
ously in his native State until 1855. Te then came 
to Illinois, and stopped in Pinckneyville, Perry 
County, and there worked at his trade until 1856. 
It was during the latter year that Capt. Hall came 
to this county and located in De Witt, where he 
stopped for a short time, and then went to Osage, 
Mitchell County. He did not stop in the latter 
place any length of time, but was engaged in trav- 
eling throughout the State until the fall of 186, 
when he returned to Brookville, Pa., and was there 
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occupied in obtaining a livelihood by working at | 
his trade. In 1857 Capt. Hall again returned to | 
this county, and on arrival here worked on a mill 
in process of construction in De Witt Township, 
after which he went to Oxford, and built the Ox- 
ford Mills. 


millwright work in different places until the fall of 


He was occupied in carpenter and — 


1859, when, in company with George Rule, he 
rented the Granite Mills in Clinton County. ‘They 
successfully ran the same for two years, when the 
partnership was dissolved, and Capt. Hall attended 
school at Wheatland for a time. Ie then entered 
the Northern Illinois College, at Fulton, Il., and 
continued to prosecute his studies. 

Aug. 13, 1862, Mr, Hall enlisted in Co, Hl, 26th 
Iowa Vol. Inf., and was mustered in as private. 
Ile was soon promoted to Second Sergeant and 
then to First Lieutenant, receiving his commission 
June 8, 1863, His promotion did not stop here, 
for Oct, 2, 1863, he was commissioned Captain of 
Co. H, and later brevetted Major, June 19, L865. 
He served his country faithfully and well until the 
close of the war, and was discharged with his regi- 
ment June 19, 1865. Few soldiers during the late 
Civil War saw more active service than Capt. Hall. 
The following were the more important battles 
in which he participated: Arkansas Post, where 
he was wounded in the left jaw and right side, ‘The 
next severe engagement was the siege and capture 
of Vicksburg, at which battle he received a wound 
on the inside of the right arm, Afterward he par- 








ticipated in the battles of Lookout Mountain, Ring- 


gold and Resaca, In the latter battle he was 
severely wounded in the right shoulder, and carries 
the enemy’s ball in his body to this day. He was 


confined in the hospital for some time, but joined 


his regiment at Marietta, Ga., in the fall of 1864, 
and was detailed to take charge of the baggage of 
the 15th Army Corps. He was stationed at Bridge- 
port, Ala., until after the fall of Richmond, when 
he joined his regiment at Alexandria, Va., and | 
went with it to Washington, and there participated 
in the grand review, 
After receiving his discharge, Capt. Mall returned 
to this county and purchased a mill in De Witt 
Township. Soon afterward he sold a half interest, 
and in 1867 he sold the remaining interest and 
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bought a half interest in the Silver Creek Mill with 
Timothy Follett. Some two years later he pur- | 
chased the other half interest, and has owned and 
operated it since that time. Te thoroughly. under- 
stands his business, and is meeting with success im fr 
this city. 

Capt. Hall was married, Jan. 9, 1866, to Jeanette p 
Rule, daughter of William and Jane (Wood) Rule, & 
natives of Scotland. She was born in New York, 
and died March 15, 1881. Four children were 
born to them, named Frances J., Millie-F., Willie 
S., Edgar L. and Nelson C., who are yet living, 


and four who. died in infancy. 
v 






—~> 





soon GR XD yoo 


OWN L. WILSON is a general farmer and 

stock-raiser, whose home lies on section 36, 
in Elk River ‘Township, Clinton County, 
He raises grain and stock, and is variously 
interested of agriculture, 
and, although young in years, his efforts are so well 
directed and so perseveringly continued that he 
bids fair to become, in time, one of the most sub- 
stantizl men of this section. At present he is the 
owner of 360 acres in this township, which is finely 
cultivated and highly improved, and he also owns 
ninety acres in another part, the latter being all 
timber land of natural growth. 

Mr, Wilson is the son-pf Matthew Wilson, a na- 
tive of Westmoreland County, Pa., where he was 
reared and spent most of his early life. When 
quite a young man he learned the carpenter’s trade 
and became connected as carpenter in the service 
on the Ohio and M ississippi Rivers. On these 
rivers he remained for fourteen years, and during 
this time followed his trade for two years. He was 
made First Mate, and was thus engaged until he 
closed his labors on the rivers. Leaying his situa- 
tion, he went again to his native county. 

On the 21st of June, 1849, he was united in 
marriage with Miss Sybella Rugh. She was also 
born and reared in the same county, and after some 
few years of married life, during which time they 
lost, by death, their first child, and after the advent 
of the second, they removed West in 1865, and 
rented a farm adjoining the present Wilson home- 





in numerous branches 












speue 





Setivirrveyrrres SW reset 
m 


® . 
Deere tat 
Stenstaaaee 


352 


stead. Shortly afterward Mr. Wilson made his first 
purchase of land, which was eighty acres and en- 
tirely new and uncultivated. On this the residence, 
which was a stone one, was erected by Mr, Wilson, 
Sr., in 1865. Subsequently he made this his per- 
manent home, and his landed possessions in this 
township and county were left by him and are now 
owned by the son, He was the possessor of 520 
acres in Story County, Iowa, which he deeded to 
his only daughter, the other remaining child. Her 
name is Anna M. Robb, wife of James Robb, and 
their home is at present in Story County, where 


=! ; they are successful in a marked degree in agri- 


culture and the raising of stock. At the last branch 
of industry Mr. Robb has been engaged some 
length of time, and the results of his efforts are 
highly satisfactory to himself and his patrons. His 
farm has increased in size till it now comprises 900 
acres, all situated in the county where he resides, 
The father of our subject died at his home in 
this township Aug. 27, 1884. He was a highly 
respected citizen, and was a pioneer identified with 
the early growth of Clinton County. In him was 
lost a valued friend and one much esteemed for 
social and political ability. His services as rendered 
to his townsmen were wide-spread and cheerful, 
He was an unimpeachable Democrat and supported 
his party with stanch and unvarying earnestness. 
Mr. Wilson’s mother died May 17, 1882. She was 
an upright Christian woman, gentle and motherly 
in her character, and won many friends by the 
sweetness and beauty of her life. She was a mem- 
ber of the Lutheran Church and obeyed the prin- 
ciples of that religion, and at the last was in 
possession of the hope that is given to them that 
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While at home he worked the farm with his father 
and showed a lively interest in all matters relative 
to the family good. 

John L, Wilson was united in marriage Dee. 15, 
1880, with Susie E., daughter of John B. and 
Rebecca (Miller) Cook, the latter a sister of Will- 
iam Miller (see sketch of W. C. Miller). This 
event was celebrated at the home of the bride, and 
a prospect of a clear and happy future opened 
before the newly wedded pair, Mrs. Wilson’s par- 
ents are both natives of Ohio, in which State they 
were married, and came West in 1848, settling 
immediately in Clinton County. They now reside 
on a farm in Hampshire Township, where Mrs. 
Wilson was born Sept. 25, 1860. She was educated 
in the district schools, is bright, intelligent and of 
frank and genial disposition, She is the mother of 
three children—Anna E., born Sept. 11, 1881; 
Charles M., Oct, 80, 1883, and an infant, Feb. 17, 
L886. . 

Mr. Wilson is a helpful and earnest citizen, in- 
terested in the advancement of public affairs, and 
at the present time is Township Clerk. In_ polities 
he is a solid Democrat, and yotes his party ticket 
with a firm belief in the correctness of its policy. 


SS 

ONRAD ENDORE is one of the young and 

¢ successful farmers of this county, and resides 
J) on section $1, Liberty Township, where he 

is industriously engaged in the prosecution of his 
vocation, Mr, Endorf is the son of William and 
Wilhehnina Endorf, natives of Germany, They 
emigrated to this country, and in 1855 came to § 
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_ love God. 
Their family consisted of four children, the 
youngest and oldest of whom died when quite 
fy] young. Our subject was the younger of the two 
Be ving, and received his early education in the 
. public schools of the township. He showed so 
marked a degree of application and interest in his 
ay studies that he was later allowed to enter Clinton 
~~ Commercial Business College, from which he grad- 


Clinton County and took up their residence in 
Liberty ‘Township, where they continued to reside 
and where the father engaged in agricultural pur- 
suits until his demise, in 1878. They had a family 
of six children, and the subject of this notice was 
the seeond in order of birth, 

Mr. Endorf was born in Randolph County, UL, 
Feb. 14, 1855. His education was received in the ° 
common schools, and he has followed agricultural 
pursuits all his life. He is the owner of 190 acres 
of land, the major portion of which is under an ad- 
vanced state of cultivation. On this land he lives © 
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1 iy uated in penmanship and book-keeping, Feb. 18, 
Bald 1876, with high honors, receiving his diploma and 
v the commendation of all concerned in his success, 
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and is engaged in the prosecution of his vocation, 
meeting with far more than ordinary success, 

He was married at Toronto, this State, Noy. 30, 
1877, to Miss Rosa Lahann. She was born in 
Wheatland and has borne our subject five children 
—Charlie, Caroline, Eddie, Augusta and Alfred. 

In politics Mr. Endorf votes with the Democratic 



















































party. 


RS. MAHALA GREEN, of Lyons, is a na- 
tive of West Virginia, born Aug, 24, 1819, 
and is the daughter of William and Rachel 
(Rodgers) Price. They are ‘natives of 

the State of Virginia, but moved to Fayette County, 

Ohio, in 1826, where they purchased 100 acres of 

land. This was wholly timber land, and clearing ¢ 

small portion they built a house, and making what 
other improvements were possible, settled on their 





property, where they remained for twelve years. 
In 1838, they removed to the vicinity of Mount 
farroll, H., buying 160 acres. This was largely 
prairie land, and building again a log house they 
entered it and began the cultivation of the land, but 
were interrupted in their laudable enterprise by the 
death of the husband and father. He had attained 
the age of sixty-five years, but was hale and hearty, 
and it was a great, blow to the family to lose their 
protector. The bereaved wife, however, with the 
assistance of her son, rallied their forces, and, fac- 
ing the storm of difficulties that assail a woman in 
her position, she conducted the home affairs, carry- 
ing on the farm, until her labors, too, were cut short 
by death and she rejoined her husband in a better 
world, They had reared a family of ten children 
who lived to be married men and women, seven 
still surviving—Ruth, now Mrs, Strickle ;Mahala, of 
whom we write; Rebecca, now Mrs. Orr; Daniel 
M.; Sarah, now Mrs. Wise; Elizabeth, now Mrs. 
Henderson; Margaret, now Mrs, Lohardin, Mahala 
was married at the age of twenty-seven to My. 
Abraham Green, Aug. 24, 1846. 

Mr. Green, deceased, was a native of Pennsylva- 
nia and the son of Abraham and Naney Green, 
They were farmers, and he followed this occupation 
until they came to the State of Michigan, where Mr, 
Green purchased a mill. They resided in the Wol- 
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father. After this event his son Abraham came to % 
Illinois in 1856, and settled near Mount Carroll. He Pa 
was one of the first settlers in that section of coun- p 
try and made a purchase of 500 acres of land, |= 
which he worked for over thirty years. About the) 
time that he first took his property in charge, he 

was married, and, through the advice and assistance a 
of his most estimable life companion, he succeeded 1a 
in gaining a good property. His death occurred in 

1875, on the same place where they had labored 

and striven to make an attractive and desirable 
home, 


Mr. and Mrs, Green were the parents of a fam- ‘ 
ily of three children, only one of whom survives, 
by name Ruhama, now Mrs. Kugene. Davis, resi- |j= "-s 


dent in Lyons. Mrs. Green, after the death of 
her husband, sold the farm, and, coming to Clinton 
County, Iowa, settled in Lyons, where she pur- - 
chased a pleasant property on Fifth street and Sixth 
avenue, which she has made a permanent abode. 
She has proven herself a lady of high intelligence 
and possessed of marked business ability in cvon- 
ducting all the affairs relative to the estate of her 
husband. 

In politics Mr. Green was a Democrat, strong and 
reliable in his belief, and supported his party firmly 
with voice and sentiment, and was devoted to its 
principles, which he considered the standard. He 
was well known and highly respected as an honora- 
ble, straightforward citizen of integrity and up- 
right character, and was reckoned among the most |) 
substantial men of Jo Daviess County, IIL, and at Aa 
his death was mourned by a wide circle of friends. | 
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\AVID N. SMITH. The subject of this 
biography is a farmer by occupation, whose 
residence is situated on the corner of 
Sixth street and Eighth avenue, Clinton. He is a 
native of Canada, Province of Quebec, born 
March 1, 1818, and is the son of David K. and 
Hannah (Dee) Smith, natives of Massachusetts. 
They went to the Canadas in 1812, and the husband 
and father occupied his time in farming and at his 
trade, that of masonry. Heafterward worked some 
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at stone-masonry. “hey were the a. of a. fam- 
ily of nine children, four of whom surviv e, as fol- 
lows: Harriet, Addison, David N. and Merey, 

The subject of this narration remained at home 
until he attained the age of twenty-three years. He 
had received a practical education and assisted on 
the home farm, and after leaving home he engaged 
in farming and lumbering. He bought a farm of 
200 acres, which now lies in Canada, and engaged 
in the raising of grain and stock. He also bought 
and sold land and lived there until 1874, when he 
moved to Clinton County. In 1869 he purchased 
a farm of 124 acres in this county. This lay about 
two miles west of Clinton. 

Mr. Sinith was married on the 8th of October. 
1849, to Amelia Abbott, at Bedford , Canada, Prov- 
ince of Quebec, daughter of Jonas and Mary (Rey- 
nolds) Abbott. They were or iginally from Massa- 
chusetts, and reared a family of nine children, four 
of whom survive, as follows: Cynthia, Mason D., 
Amelia and Emeline. Mr. Smith has had but two 
children, one of whom survives—Flora A., now 
Mrs. Howard Fletcher Parker, a resident of Bed- 
ford, Canada. She has one child, by name, War- 
ren David Parker. Mr. Smith’s son-in-law and 
daughter reside on and carry on the old homestead 
in Canada. 

Mr. Smith is in polities a Republican, and be- 
longs to the Methodist Episcopal Church, of Clin- 
ton. Both he and his wife are active, earnest. work- 

ers in that body, and uphold its principles strongly 
and stanchly. He has held the office of Oversecr 
of Highways and is a man deserving of trast, in 
that he discharges his duty in every respect, and he 
may be called one of the representative citizens of 
Clinton County. 
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| RS. MARTA COY, nee Baker, of Lyons, is 
a native of Quiney, I1., and was born Jan. 
29, 1829. She is the daughter of Dr, 


land in that part of the State, but after they re- 
moved they settled in Menry County, and that was 
the first family who settled there. They afterward 
moved to Cordova, Rock Island County, and bought 
land, on which they remained until the death of the 
father, Nov. 15, 1846. They also lost their mother 
Aug. 25, 1849. The family numbered twelve chil- 
dren, six of whom survive, by name Volney, Ru- 
dolphus, Thomas J., Peter Y., Maria (now Mrs. 
Coy) and Harriet KE, (now Mrs, Comstock.). 

Mrs. Coy had reached” the age of twenty-one 
when she was united in marriage with Sage W, Coy. 
Ile was a native of Indiana, and a son of Shubael 
and Clarissa (Kingsley) Coy. They were natives of 
Connecticut and came from there to Indiana. They 
next came to Lowa, settling in Lyons, where they were 
pioneers and where they spent the remainder of 
their days. Mr. S$. W. Coy owned several farms, 
and after his marriage to Miss Baker he conducted a 
hotel for a time at Lyons, In 1850 he went to Cali- 
fornia, where he remained for one year and was sue- 
cessful, owning property in land and in mills. Te 
also had land in Kansas and a store in Princeton, 
Scott County, besides town lots. He conducted a 
hotel at Cordova for two years and was prosperous 
and successful in the main in what he undertook, 
Mrs, Coy now has thirty-six acres joining the cor- 
poration of Lyons, and is raising fruit. She has a 
family of five children, and shows a womanly ability, 
both in the discharge of her duties and her dispen- 
sation of matters relative to the estate, which is 
much admired by all who know her and which is 
highly commendable, Her children are named as 
follows: Milton, who married Mary Stephens and 
has one son, by name Sage; Mahlon A., married 


Kliza Reed and has four children—Arvilla C., Em- = 


ma L,, Charles J. and Elsie; Emma (Mrs. Charles 


Curtis) is the third child in order of birth in her § 
mother’s family, and the remaining two are Ella - 
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O. and Mand. Mr, Mahlon A. Coy manages his § 
mother’s estate at the present time, and has attended & 
the Clinton Business College and made good strides } 
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oe toward the attainment of a good education, so that 
he now possesses that boon to the present genera- ; 
tion, a practical training in commercial affairs. : 
Mr. Coy died May 22, 1878, and at the time of § 
his death he was one of the substantial men of his # 
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Thomas and ‘Catheritie (Yaple) Baker, orig 
c no a inally of English descent, but native neelegie te as 
i they were born in New York State. They came to 
ere Tilinois at an early day and located near where 
_, Quiney now stands. ‘They own large quantities of 
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from there went to Port Royal, en route to Rich- sa 
mond to join Grant. Te was with him at Benton- je ™ 
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county, He was deeply beloved by his wife and | 
children, to whom he was a tender. and devoted hus- ieee , 
band and father, He was Democratic in politics, | ville, and went from there to Raleigh and witnessed i sti 

and was always reasonable and willing to admit the | the surrender of Johnston. He was mustered out h vf | 


of service about the first of June, 1865, at Wash- fj ooo= 
ington, and returned home with golden opinions as |! | 
aN 


eq — ¢, to his country’s policy in war. pens, 
He left the state of single blessedness Novy. 29, | 


1866, the other contracting party being Miss Cathe- 
rine Tietjens, daughter of Hans and Anna (Rowed- 
der) Tietjens. Our subject has been the father of | 
eleven children, six of whom survive, as follows: 
Lena, born Aug. 28, 1867; Emma, Dee, 23, 1868; 
Ida, Feb. 23, 1875; Theodore, Feb, 5, 1881; Dora, 
Noy. 10, 1882; Henry, Feb. 11, 1885. The de- 
ceased are: Henry, the Ist, born Oct. 4,870, died 
Sept. 8, 1871; Bertha, born’ April 29, 1872, died 
June 7, 1881; Anna, born Mareh 19, 1876, died 
May 30, 1881; Mattie, born Noy. 19, 1877, and 
died May 27, 1881; Lucy, born Jan. 19, 1879, died 
July 11, 1879. 

In polities Mr. Rix is an Independent and is a 
man of large public usefulness. He is always ready 
at the call of duty to benefit his township and the 
surrounding country. He has held the oflice of 
Township Collector and Secretary of Burr Oak 
School District. He is a member of the order of 
A. O. U. W. and Treasurer of the lodge located in 
the village of Hampshire, where he resides, and 
where he carries on wagon-making. 


truth of a doctrine or principle wherever found. 






AS\EORGE N. RIX. The subject of this biog- 
C, raphy is a resident of Hampshire Township, 
1 | Clinton County, and is well known as a re- 
liable and prominent citizen, and a man holding 
high military honors. Ie was born July 2, 1839, 
in Holstein, Germany, and was the son of Nap leon 
and Marearet (Buell) Rix, natives of Holstem. 
Napoleon Rix was a wagon-maker by trade and fol- 
lowed his voeation up to the date of his death. 
George N, Rix came to America in 1 858, land- 
ing in New York and settled at Geneseo, II., work- 
ino at his trade, which he had learned in Germany 
under his father, He continued at Geneseo three 
years, when he came to his present home on section 
17, Hampshire Township, where he has since re- 
Sided, with the exception of three years spent in 
the army. At the time when disruption and dis- 
tmion swept the United States like a storm of fire, 
the spirit of manhood awoke and blossomed into 
Chivalry toward his country. Our subject was but 
One of countless thousands who left happy homes 
wd aching hearts behind them and went forth into 
the battle and smoke of war. Mr, Rix enlisted in 
Co. E, 26th Towa Vol. Inf., in July, 1862, under 
Col. Milo Smith. Ile was engaged in the battle of 
Arkansas Post, which consisted of two struggles, 
“nd in the siege of Vicksburg and the battle of 
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OUN BULLER, deceased, was a pioneer of 
Camanche and was born in Germany. He 


luka. Ie also fought at the battles of Lookout lived in his native country until he had at- 5 
Mountain, Missionary Ridge and Ringgold. He tained his majority, and soon after came to jy 


Went into winter quarters in camp at Huntsville, | America, locating at Vandalia, Ill, At the last- 
during the season of 1863, with Sherman, from | named city he met and married Lavina Lusader, 2 
Which place he was sent to the hospital at Nash- | native of New Jersey. ‘They lived in Beardstown, 
Ville. ‘There he remained four months, then re- | IIL, fora time, then, in 1836, removed to Chicago, 
turned to his regiment at Big Shanty Grove. is | where he was engaged in a provision store for one 
Next enoagement was at Kenesaw Mountain, Sub- | year. He then, in 1837, came to Clinton County 
sequently he went to Atlanta and followed Hood | and located in Camanche, where they were ealled | 
from that city to Nashville. Eventually he joined | early settlers, as they located here at an early as 

Sherman in his noted march to the sea. He lay in | He opened a hotel, and when the county Bea was | 
: 4 Winter quarters at Savannah for one month, and | moved to De Witt, he remoyed there and still eens 
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tinued his business,as hotel-keeper. After remain- 
ing two years at De: Witt he went to Dubuque, and 
in 1846 departed this life. 

After the death of her husband, Mrs. Bubler re- 
turned to Camanche, where they owned property, 
and remained two years. After this Mrs. B. mar- 
ried KE. M. Osborn, and died in Camanche, Jan. 1, 
1880. Mr. Osborn was one of the pioneers of Ca- 
manche and a native of Litchfield, Conn. He was 
by occupation a carpenter and paid strict attention 
to his trade, at which he was first-class. He died 


in 1883. 
SSS et 


A. WOHLENBERG, Germany has con- 
tributed her quota of the sturdy, energetic 


"72. 


‘ 

= agriculturists Of this county, and among 
ae them are to be found men of sterling worth and in- 
‘ ie wal . . . 
tegrity, who have succeeded in life through their 


" 


own energy and perseverance, and not as the re- 
cipients of any legacy. Among this class of citi- 


county more than thirty years ago, with very little 
means, and who by economy and perseverance has 
accumulated a handsome competency. 

Mr. Wohlenberg was born in Holstein, Germany, 
June 23, 1834, His father, Jacob Wohlenberg, 
was a native of Holstein, a farmer by oceupation 
and also the keeper of an inn. Jacob was married 
in his native country to Miss Dorothea Guentzel, 
also a native of Holstein. After the birth of our 
subject, his parents removed to North Sebleswig 
and there lived until their deaths, the father, prior 
to his demise, having made a visit to his children 
in this country. It was during the time of this 
visit, in 1854, that L. A., then twenty years of age, 
| accompanied his father. His two brothers, Charles 
and Henry, had emigrated here two years prior, in 
1852, and lived a short time in Wisconsin. In 
i 1853 the brothers came to this county and settled 
in Center Township. Charles died at Lyons in 
"1885. Henry is living in Republican County, Kan. 4 

a |, where he is extensively engaged in milling. Our 
Ree f eee 4) Subject has another brother, John, who is engaged 
‘ ae | a in milling in Jackson County, in this State, 
. oe e Arriving in this country, our subject was oc- 
‘i cupied in laboring on a farm at first and then en- 
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CLINTON COUNTY. 


zens is the subject of this notice, who came to this. 
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gaged in working in a flour-mill at Lyons, He 
then concluded to improve a tract of land and es- 
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tablish a permanent home upon it, and engaged in | 1 

breaking his land in Center Township, and during i 

this time resided with his brother Henry. Later, it 

in 1861, in company with his brother John, he pur- ly 

chased eighty acres of land in Deep Creek Town- j , 
- :* 





ship, which isa part of his present homestead, the 
whole comprising 220 acres, the major portion of 
which is under an advanced state of cultivation 
and is well supplied with good and substantial 
buildings. 

Shortly after purchasing his first farm, in 1861, 
Mr. W. was married to Miss Maria Vollbehr, the 
date of their nuptials being July 7 of that year. 
She was born in Holstein, Germany, Jan. 24, 1836, 
and emigrated to this country in 1854, She died 
at the residence of her father, near Sabula, Jackson 
County, while on a visit there, June 3, 1864, leav- 
ing two children—-Adolph and Maria—both of whom 
are now married, 

After the death of his wife, our subject returned 
to his native land, and after remaining five months 
came back, and on the 14th of May, 1866, was 5 
married to Miss Anke Ommen, She was born in § 
Oldenburg, Germany, Dec. 8, 1830, and was reared 
to womanhood in her native country. She came to 
the United States with her parents and settled near 
Lyons, this county. They both died at the home 
of Mrs. Wohlenberg. Mrs. Wohlenberg has be- 
come the mother of five children—four boys and 
one girl, They are Charles L., born Feb, 24, 1867; 
Theodore, born Oct, 14, 1868, died Feb. 6, 1873; 
Henry, born Aug, 16, 1870, died Jan. 31, 1873; 
Johannah, born Nov, 17, 1872; Henry Theodore, 
born Feb, 27, 1876, died March 26, 1877. 

Our subject also had two children by his first 
marriage—Adolph E., born April 27, 1862, and at 
present residing in Davis County, in this State; 
and Maria L., born Dec, 18,1863. The latter be- 
came the wife of William Svendsen, who is engaged § 
in agricultural pursuits on his father’s farm, in § 
Deep Creek Township, and they have one ehild— § 
Lillie. Our subject has an adopted child, Fred- 5 
erick, born Feb, 14, 1880, whom he received into : 
his family when two years of age. 

Mr. Wohlenberg has held the office of Assessor § 
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Gas for eleven years, and, in fact, all the minor offices | in other business, that of conveying goods from = 
us of his township, except Justice of the Peace. In | Baltimore and Philadelphia to interior towns in . 
nai 1867 he started the school in his district, and takes | Ohio, Columbus and Cincinnati being among the . 
P i deep interest in edueational affairs. In polities | number, though not included in that class. He : ¥ > 
; i he is independent. also bought horses, which he took in droves across a 
a} A fine lithographic view of Mr. Wohlenberg’s | the country to Philadelphia. He followed this a \) rr 
| E handsome residence and commodious buildings is | number of years, and was actively engaged in busi- ae 
. / shown on another page of this work, ness at the time of his death in 1856. : 
ES Mr. Hoover’s wife, who died in Morristown in 
Hak 1866, was by name originally Rachel Henry, and . 
ne of Rt was born in Brooke County, Va., of Irish ancestry. —~ , 
i There were thirteen children born of their union, 
aE 1 AMES H. HOOVER. Worthy of mention | our subject being the ninth in order of birth. 
te: in the history of Clinton County is the sub- | While quite young he helped his father about the 
te ject of this biography, who resides on section | hotel, and at the age of fourteen, his father put him 
ht © 10, of De Witt Township. He has proved | to a flour-mill, where he learned readily and was 
is himself noteworthy as 4 self-made man, one of | soon master of the trade. He continued to work at 
ie those who struggle through the world, and, begin- | it, managing the mill, and remaining until he was 
HES ning at the bottom of the ladder, eradually gain | twenty-seven years of age. At that time his father 
i their way upward, knowing that. no matter how | sold the flouring-mill, and James adopted the voca- 
ns Weary the way or numerous the obstacles, “there is | tion of farming. In 1855, he removed to Guern- 
na plenty of room at the top.” . sey County, Ohio, and bought a farm there, where 
bas Mr. Hoover was born in Belmont County, Ohio, | he lived one year, and in 1856 he came to Bureau 
te Dee, 8, 1827. His father, Christopher Hoover, was | County, Ill There he purchased on time, and, there 
HE a native of Lancaster County, Pa., born in 1790, | being a few acres broken he continued the improye- 
ne and his grandfather, Jacob Hoover, was of German | ments, fenced his land and erected some fairly good 
nee ancestry and birth. He married in the Fatherland, buildings, until the spring of 1865. — He then sold 
i and, coming to America, settled on a farm in | his interest in the place, and on coming to Lowa 
te Pennsylvania, which he had purchased in Lancaster | bought land again on time. He owned nothing of 
gE County. Ue there completed his existence, dying | consequence when he started to farming in Guern- 
ME on the old place. The father of our subject was | sey County; #25 and his horse, saddle and bridle 
{}8 the third child in order of birth in the family, and | constituting his entire possessions. After selling 
te was but twelve years of age when his father died. | out in Bureau County, he returned to Clinton 
| nF The mother, who was left alone, reared her family | County, and purchased the place he now owns and 
4 ne to man’s and woman’s estate, keeping them together | occupies. There was a small frame house and a 
nk nd allowing them the gentle and kindly influence stable upon the place, which haye been superseded 
‘ Hie which emanates alone from a united family cirele. | by a large and handsome residence and good, com- 
| t : Christopher was reared on the farm until he reached ; modious out-buildings, Fruit and ornamental trees 
5 ni : the age of eighteen years, when he apprenticed him- and shrubs have been planted, and the appearance 
| nH self to learn the blacksmith’s trade, serving three | of the farm is little like what it originally was. It 
> a : vears, The family went to Ohio, where he opened | ranks high among the handsomest farms in the 
: & shop of his own in Saint Clairsville, Belmont | county. 
: H ie County, and conducted the trade for ten years. Mr. Hoover met and subsequently married Nancy 
; .. ne He then sold out and purchased & hotel connected | Winters, their bridal occurring April 17, 1858. 
- ne with a farm, located one-half mile from Morris- | She was born in Mifflin County, Pa., Nov. 5, 1854, 
3 te town, in the same county as his former business. | and is the daughter of Christian and Sarah (Me- 
x +. He kept the hotel in active operation while engaged | Crony) Winters, the former 4 native of Wurtem- 
~ peeetesessily wt 
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burg, Germany, aad the ieitak of Partiend ‘ania, a States and Canada, came to Clinton County, Lowa, 
Scotch ancestry. heir union has been blest by | settling at Teeds Grove, where he died about two 
the birth of five children, as follows: Clarissa, | years later. He was injured accidentally by & 
Nettie A., Edwin G., and Bertha L. Viola May, | thrashing-machine, his leg being caught by a cylin- 
the third child, died at the age of eleven months. | der when in motion. It took it almost from the 
Mr. H. is Democratic in politics, and a substantial | body and injured him so seriously that he died ¢ 
and firm supporter of the principles he advocates. | week later. Mrs. MeK. continued under her 
father’s roof until her marriage. She was educated 
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in the common schools, and was also intelligent and 
talented in other literary directions. Her husband 
and she were members of the Congregational 
AMES McKITTERICK, one of Clinton | Church and active workers in the congregation to 
County’s most successful and enterprising | which they were united. Mr, MeK, has held posi- 
farmers, and a progressive stock-grower, is | tions in the township and county. The union of 

the subject of this sketch. He is interested | these two has resulted in the birth of eight children, 

in the breeding of Norman horses, Durham cattle | six of whom died in infancy. The two living are 
and Poland-China swine, His home is situated on | Lizzie, wife of Wallace Shadduck (see sketch), and 
section 19, in Elk River Township, and is con- Hlenry, who resides at home. ‘The parents on both 
sidered one of the most attractive and valuable | sides of the McKitterick family were active workers 
places in the county. Mr. McK. was born in the | in the Presbyterian Chureh. Mr. McK. came to 
North of Ireland, Oct. 2, 1830. Wis father, an | this State and county in 1857, and purchased his 
Trish farmer, was horn, reared and married, and | first farm, which included eighty acres. At the 
eventually departed this life in that part of his na- | present writing he is the owner of 160 acres of 
tive land, He never traveled or made any removal | well-improved land and five of timber. As pre- 
from his homestead, which lay a-few miles from his | viously stated, his residence is situated in Elk 
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birthplace, in County Down. He was of pure Irish | River ‘Township, and he is well known as an enter- It = 

ancestry. ‘The mother of our subject was before | prising and successful nericulturist. Ile served in At ‘we 

marriage Fannie Kennedy, a County Down girl, | the army during the late war; was one year in Co. § p : 

who lived and died in her native county. Our G, 16th Iowa Vol. Inf., Crocker’s Brigade. He was § y bE 

subject was the fourth child in order of birth in a | a brave and honorable soldier and participated in a § i a 

family of eleven children—seven sons and four | number of engagements, and went with Sherman : H a 
daughters. He is the only one of this family who | from Chattanooga to Washington, D, C. He is § 

came to the United States, but he spent his early | highly respected by those with whom he is asso- § y 4 
Jife in his native county and in Scotland, working | ciated, and acts to the best of. his ability at all f 

as a general laborer, until he was twenty-four year times, In polities he is a Republican. i y 

of ave, In April, 1854, he emigrated to the U atyed Hey 

States, and for the first two years after his arrival De En 

| Hy lived in Middlesex County, Conn. It was about a , 
uiatay this time that he removed to Philadelphia, Pa, He | j/SAAC Y, LAWRENCE was born July 4, 1826, 6) 

ai, “H was married Oct. 4, 1854, to Miss Sarah J. Wilson, in Westchester County, in the town of Yonkers, it . 

1 who was born in County Down, Ireland, Jan. 29, and is the son of Gabriel and Maria (Acker) iit ’ 

i “1835. She is the daughter of James and Susanna | Lawrence. The father of our subjeet died in the ft "4 
t (Ferguson) Wilson, who were of pure Irish ancestry. | year 1842, after a life of usefulness, Miss Acker eh 
ha fee. The mother died when her daughter was a small | was. the daughter of Isaac and Maria (Requa) § i 

ss child, and the father and four children, including | Acker, The father of Mr. Lawrence was by voea- fh) 
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3 ia Mrs, MeKitterick and three sons, came to the | tion a farmer, and Isaae V. worked at home on the 


. i. f _ United States, and, after spending some time inthe | farm until he attained the age of fourteen, He 
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1833, in Batavia, Genesee Co., N. Y. 


CLINTON COUNTY. 





then worked out by the month until he attained his 
majority, going West as far as Wisconsin at the age 
of twenty-three. Here he remained for two years, at 
which time he began rafting lumber from Stevens’ 
Point, on the Wisconsin River, to Saint Louis. For 
one year he continued in this situation, then entered 
the employment of Choteau & Sarpie, of the 
American Fur Company, and spent two years in 
the mountains. During his two years’ stay among 
the tribes of the Sioux, Arapahoes, Bannocks, 
Crows and Black-Feet, in the mountains, he had 
many hard experiences and perilous adventures 
with the Indians. At one time he came near los- 
ing his life. In making his excursions from the 
different posts with pack-horses, sometimes he 
traveled 200 miles. Asa rule he found the Indians 
to be brave, honest and hospitable. When he 
ras in their lodges the Indians had great respect for 
the traders, most of whom were French and half- 
breeds, who had been born and reared in the serv- 
ice, and were really the descendants of the early 
French voyagers. For his services Mr, Lawrence 
received $25 per month. Ile regards those years 
as fruitful of experience, very valuable to him in 
after years. It is very interesting to him to listen 
to the reminiscences of that period. | 

In 1853 Mr. Lawrence returned to New York, his 
old home, and was there married to Susan M.,, 
daughter of Daniel P. and Sarah (ITuntington) 
Holt. The lady of his choice was born in the year 
Mrs. Law- 
rence’s father was born in 1806, and died in 1866, 
in Durango, Old Mexico, where he was operating « 
silver mine. He was born in Wayne County, N. 
Y. Her mothers birthplace was Batavia, N. Y., 
the year being 1807, and the date of her demise in 
Wisconsin 1866, 

Mr. Holt has been principally engaged in the 
banking business, and was considered one of the 
prominent business-men, second to none in the 
community in which he was a member. Our sub- 
ject after marriage returned to Michigan, remain- 
ing there four years, or until February, 1858, when 
he remoyed to Illinois, making a stay of one year, 
and then came to Clinton, lowa. His present home 
lies on section 16, Lincoln Township, where he 
labored until 1861, and then enlisted in the Civil 


Sees eeeeeeane 
THT 


War as Sergeant in Co, A, 16th Regt. Iowa Vol. 


Inf. He served twenty-two months, was in the, 
battle of Pittsburg Landing, April 6 and 7, 1862, — 


and the battle of Iuka, Sept. 19, 1862. In the last 
battle he received a gunshot wound in the right 
elbow. 


home, where he has since remained. 

Mr, Lawrence of this sketch has been the father 
of three children, all of whom are deceased. To 
fill the vacant places left in the hearts and home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence, made desolate by death, 
they have adopted one child, a daughter, by name 
Alice Lawrence. 

In politics Mr. L. is a Republican and has held 
the office of Trustee, Justice of the Peace, and has 
been appointed on the Board of Edueation, thus 
advancing the interests of his community. On his 
farm he carries on the breeding of Holstein cattle. 
He has only lately begun in this line of industr r, 
but owns five handsome animals of pure blood, 
His herd of thoroughbreds ranks among the best in 
the county, ‘He is enterprising and public-spirited 
as far as his means will allow. 


ON 


RS. SARATL A, KITCHEN. The subject 
of this history is the relict of Thomas 
Kitchen, deceased, who was born in Lin. 
colnshire, England, March 11 isil. He 
was married in his native country before coming to 
the United States, but lost) his wife in Deep Creek 


’ rn 5 . . ‘ ft “ e e 
Township. is widow, who resides upon his home- 


stead, has charge of the eighty acres of which it 
consists, on section 22, Deep Creek ‘Township. 
Mrs. Kitchen was born in Birmingham, England, 
July 27, 1836. When she reached the United 
States, making the trip with her parents, she was 
seven years of age. They located in Chicago, 
Where some years ago both parents departed this 
life. Her father was a stone-mason by trade, 

Mrs. Kitchen was first. married in Chicago to 
William Calvert, an Englishman, who came here 
When young. He was a merchant’s clerk, and after 
her first marriage she and her husband came to 
Towa, where they located in Hauntown, Clinton 


He was discharged on account of disability 1 
June 2, 1863, at which time he came to his present | 
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County, and there Mr. Calvert started in business. 
After a short time he died. By this marriage one 
child was left to her care—Joseph, who died at the 
age of three years. The second marriage of Mrs. 
Kitchen was celebrated in this county, March 25, 
1861. After her second marriage our subject set- 
tled on a farm of eighty acres, which is now hers, 
being left her by the death of her companion. His 
demise occurred June 17, 1877, and by her union 
six children have been born to her, namely: Anna, 
wife of George Fatchett, residing near Elvira, Clin- 
ton County; they are farmers by occupation; 
Ellen, William anel Maria, reside with their mother. 
The deceased are Charles and Walter. 

Mrs. Kitchen has successfully managed her farm 
since her husband’s death, and has shown herself to 
possess good financial ability and an excellent 
knowledge of business. She has improved and 


.. . cultivated the farm to a certain extent, and there 
rd ~ is no friend of hers but what feels a pride in her 

“ course of action. She has shown that womanhood 
Ps “4 may fully rally from the shock and sorrow that lay 
are it low, and face a frowning world with a strength 
me). and power hitherto unknown; nor is the woman 
at whom fortune or preference causes to take these 
fen burdens upon herself and rise above the details of 


a household less womanly that “she knows her 
place, and, knowing, dares maintain. In her lies 
the power, and when called to wield it she will not 
refuse.” 

A portrait of Mrs. Kitchen’s late husband is 
shown on page 340, 


MOHN SPAULDING. Clinton County has 
many well-to-do and successful farmers, men 
who have accumulated what they have of 
: this world’s goods through individual effort 
“ih rather than as the recipients of a legacy. Among 
ai this class the name of the subject of this notice is 
‘entitled toa place. He is residing on section 32, 
Berlin Township, where he is industriously engaged 
Been in the prosecution of his noble calling, and is meet- 
hy ing with far more than ordinary success, 
The parents of John Spaulding were William 
He was a native of 
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Connecticut and she of New York. After their 
marriage they settled in the latter State, whence 
they removed to Illinois and then to this State. 
They subsequently went back to Illinois and lo- 
sated in La Salle County, where they lived until 
their demise. ‘Their family consisted of five sons 
and five daughters, and the subject of this sketch 
was the seventh in order of birth. 

John Spaulding was born in Saint Lawrence 
County, N. Y., Nov. 25, 1830. He received a 
common-school education in his native county, and 
assisted his father in the labors of the farm for a 
time, when he worked out to aid in the mainten- 
ance Of the family. When he was about twenty 
years of age he came to Illinois, and fora year and 
a half was occupied in agricultural pursuits, in La 
Salle County. In the spring of 1855 he came to 
this county and took up his residence in Orange 
Township, and has lived in that’and Berlin Town- 
ships since, with the exception of four years, from 
1861 to 1865, when he resided in Jackson County, 
Iowa. He settled in Berlin Township in Mareh, 
1878, and is at present the owner of 160 acres in 
that township, a goodly portion of which is under 
an advanced state of cultivation, 

Mr. Spaulding was married in De Witt, in this 
county, J ee 21, 1853, to Nancy, daughter of John 
and Eliza J. (Turner) Thomas, natives of Ohio, 
Her et were pioneers of this county, emigrat- 
ing from Ohio to De Witt Township in 1839, and 
there her mother died. Her father continued to 
reside in that township until the spring of 1886, 
when he removed to Woodbury County, this State, 
where he is at present residing. They had two 
sons and three daughters, and Mrs, Spaulding was 
the eldest of the children. She was born in Harri- 
son County, Ohio, Jan. 5, 18387, and has borne her 
husband ten children—Eliza J,., Loretta A., George 
I’., James I1., Sarah C., Albert M., Harriet E., Mar- 
garet K., Lillie B. and Katie N. Eliza is the wife 
of Peter A, Cameron, a resident of Greene County, 
Towa, and they have four children—Clara B., Al- 
cesta, James I. and Lillie. Loretta is the widow 
of George W, Kenney, who died in Olive Town- 
ship, in this county, in September, 1882, leaving 
three children—Robert W., Albert M., and Jessie. 
Ilis wife was married a second time, to George W, 
seat 
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Coleman, and they are living in Greene County. 
James is x farmer in Berlin Township. "Sarah mar- 
ried James B. Mulby, and they are living in O’Brien 
County and have one child—Walter A. The re- 
maining children of our subject are living at home. 

In politics Mr. Spaulding votes with the Repub- 
lican party. 


TORN I 


7\ICHOLAS SIMMONS. Prominent among 
the citizens of Clinton County whose names 
are written on her annals and shine with the 
luster reflected from industry and enterprise may 
be seen the name of our subject. He was born in 
Germany, Sept. 8, 1829, and is the son of Mathies 
and Margaret (Schumacher) Simmons, both of 
whom were born inGermany. The father of Mr. 
Simmons was born in 1797, and died in 1863. Tis 
mother, who was born in 1807, died in 1884. The 
subject of this sketch was the son of a soldier, his 
father being a valiant and courageous member of 
the Prussian Artillery, 

When Nicholas Simmons came to America, in 
1849, he was a common laborer, having served in 
this capacity before emigration. Tle first settled 
in Wisconsin, where he remained until 1852, then 
settled in Kendall County, IIL, remaining there one 
year. Ile removed to Towa in 1853, making a stay 
of only a few months. He then came back to TIli- 
nois and located in Henderson County, where he 
remained until 1854. At the expiration of. this 
time he came to Lyons and here remained until 
1861. THis next removal was to Center Township, 
where he purchased a farm of eighty acres and 
worked it two years. He afterward rented a farm 
in Clinton Township, which he worked upon two 
years, then went back to Lyons. There he re- 
mained but one year, and moved, at the expiration 
of that time, to his present home, on section 17, 
Lincoln ‘Township. This he had purchased in 1865, 
and it was a farm including eighty acres and he has 
since added eighty more, and now has 160 acres. 

Mr. Simmons was married in 1856 to Anna M. 
Rust, daughter of Henry and Mary Frances (Bure- 
hart) Rust, natives of the kingdom of Hanover, 
Germany. Miss Rust’s mother died in 1844, and 
her father, came to Ameriea in 1853, settling in 
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~ a warm adherent to the doctrines of that body and 
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Center Township, Clinton County. He died ss 
April, 1869. Our subject has a family of eigh 
children—Mathies M., married Betsey Simons; Mary | ix 
F., wife of Joseph Hosterd; Margaret, wife of Ni mW 
Joseph Ullerich; Henry F., Annie K., John P, ri ag 
Mary Frances and Wilhelminie. Uae 


‘ oj ~ AS 
In religious belief Mr. Simmons is a Catholic, isu c 


upholds it heartily. In politics he is a Democrat, 
and has held the position of Township Trustee for 
the last twelve years. He is a man whois well re- 
spected for his ability in official matters and is 
recognized as a first-class citizen. 
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HILIP TRITSCHLER. ‘The subject of this 

history is one of the prominent citizens of 

Lyons and a member of the firm. of 

Tritschler & 'Tiesse, brewers. THe is a na- 

tive of Germany, was born May 1, 1828, and is the 

son of Fidel and Julia A. (Storts) Tritschler, na- 
tives of Germany. 

Philip 'Tritschler, of this writing, came to Amer- 
ica in 1848, and first entered the country at New 
York. From that point he went to Philadelphia, 
and there obtained work in a brewery. He next 
worked inasawmillfor one year and again renewed 
the brewing vocation, the second time at Easton, 
Pa. After working there some time he removed to 
Bethlehem, Pa., and engaged in malting, and thence 
went to Allentown, engaging as a baker. He re- 
mained a few months at this work, and in 1855 He . 
came to Clinton County, and in the following year 
removed to Fulton, where he built. a brewery and | 
conducted it to his satisfaction, as it was a financial 
suecess in every point of view. Continuing it for 
ten years, he sold out and came to Lyons, where he 
built a brewery on Main street, called the Eagle 
Brewery. He purchased a half-interest in the 
Western Union Brewery in 1872, and now operates 
it to its full capacity. The annual output is about 
five thousand barrels. Since coming to Lyons Mr. 
Tritschler has done his part in aiding to build up the 
city. He erected a fine residence west of his brew- 
ery on Main street, in 1868, where he resides at the 
present time, 

Mr. 'Tritschler was married, in 1858, to Caroline 
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Littig, a native of Rock nade and one child is the 
fruit of their union, by name Julia, now Mrs. 
Frahm. Mr. Frahm is also interested in the brew- 
ery business, and their home is in Davenport, Lowa. 
Mr. 'Tritschler is a stockholder and Director in the 
First National Bank at Lyons, and also in the water 
works. In politics he is a Democrat in sentiment, 
and is a strong, stanch upholder and adherent of 
any organization in which he takes an interest. He 
belongs to the 1. O. O. F., and also to the German 
Association of Lyons, and is one of its most solid 
and substantial citizens, and a man of honor and 
integrity of character, 
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HARLES THOMAS was born March 25, 
1825, in Lewis County, New York, and is 
the fifth son of Robert and Elizabeth (Cady ) 
Thomas. His father was born in Nova Seotia, en- 
gaging in the carpenter’s trade, at which he la- 
bored two years, He then moved, at a very early 
day, to Chicago, and was there when the Indians 
were, and was present when the General Govern- 
ment paid the Indians off prior to their removal to 
the West. He followed his. trade there for a time; 
at that period his son, Charles Thomas, was about 
twelve years of age. Mr. Thomas left Chicago, with 
his family, for the then Territory of Iowa, and set- 
tled on a tract of land, and erected a rude kind of 
cabin, with dirt floor, It was situated about a half 
mile from the present homestead of Charles 
Thomas. There he lived until his death, April 9, 
1864. Thus it will be seen that he Was one of the 
pioneer settlers of Lowa. Robert Thomas was born 
{|| in 1790, and his wife, who was a native of Camden, 
|| N. Y., was born in 1794, and was of Dutch extract- 
ion. 
Our subject remained with his parents until he 
was twenty-seven years old when, in 1852, he went 
+e A to California, remaining until 1857, and returning 
, hed ‘home came via the Isthmus and New York City, 
- ft a | _ He at once took up his old employment asa farmer, 
<# Brerarcia] and continues on his own homestead at the present 
by ‘ai date. He was married Feb, 24, 1858, to Miss Sarah 
:. i ai Kllen Little, daughter of Francis and Margaret 
| i ae fa pete) Little, natives of Ireland. Mrs. Thomas was 
ip Flee leota 4 
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born in County Farman: ner Ire] OF Oct. 4, 1835, 
and came to America in April, 1857. 
Mr, and Mrs. ‘Thomas has been blest with six chil- 
dren, all of whom are living—Francis, Margaret, 
Benjamin, Lucy, Fannie and Nellie. 

At the present writing Mr. Thomas has 180 acres 
of land, finely improved and well stocked. He gives 
marked attention to his agricultural pursuits, and is 
highly prosperous, and is regarded as among the 
leading farmers of the county. In religious affilia- 
tion, both he and his wife are members respectively 
of the Baptist and Methodist Episcopal Churches. 
He isa man of large public usefulness, and in poli- 
tics is independent, Heis of broad and earnest prin- 
ciples, and possesses a nobility of character that 
scorns a wrong, and is ever ready to reply to the 
call of duty. Te has filled the offices of Supervisor 
and Trustee. The land on which Mr. ‘Thomas’ 
present home stands, was, at the time of his settle- 
ment, Government land, and the children associated 
largely with the Indians. The home of his father 
was a rendezyous for the latter for many years, 
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RNEST TH, STRUVE, miller, proprietor of 
the Elk River Mills, located at Horntown, 
was born in Iolstein, Germany, April 27, 
Ilis father, Ernest Struve, was also a native 
of Holstein, was of German ancestry, and was 
there married to Margaretha Peters. Mrs. Struve 
was also a native of the same place as her husband, 
Mr. Struve, the father of our subject, was a miller, 
The subject of this personal history came to the 
United States in 1849, and in the following year 
his father, accompanied by another brother, Carl, 
joined him in America, His father located in Fort 
Jesup, La., where he was doubtless killed during 
the late Rebellion and in whieh place he lost his en- 
tire property. His wife died in Germany in the 
year in which the son attained his twenty-fourth 
birthday, i 
On coming to the United States, in 1849, Mr, S. 
first settled in Lowa, and after laboring at the hard- 
est work for some length of time, he settled five 
miles from Davenport, on a piece of land contain- 
ing eighty aeres, ‘This he improved and cultivated, 
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and‘later, selling out, he went to Jackson Sene 
Iowa, where he made a purchase of 200 aeres. This 
large tract of land was gradually improved and cul- 
tivated, and eventually sold at a good advance on 
its original value. Tle next started a mill at Teeds’ 
Grove, in this township, and, being a miller by 
trade, which branch of business he learned in Ger- 
many, he conducted his trade at Teeds’ Grove for 
one and a half years. Subsequently he came to 
Elk River Mills and purchased a share in them. 
Here he has since continued, and by his activity 
and perseverance has gained prosperity and the 
good opinion of the people. He owns 520 acres, 
on a portion of which the mills are located. In ad- 
dition to this he is the possessor of eighty acres in 
another part of the county, and is highly esteemed 
by the public in general for his victory in a hand- 
to-hand struggle with fortune. 

Mr. Struve was united in the bonds of matrimony 
in Jackson County, Iowa, Feb. 21, 1855. Tis 
chosen Companion for life was Catherina Selmoor, 
who was born in Germany in 1835, and who came 
to the United States, locating in lowa with her pa- 
rents on a farm, in 1852. So well do her parents 
love their adopted country and home that they have 
ever since lived in Jackson County up to the time 
of the father’s death. On the occurrence of this 
sad event the mother of Mrs, Struve, reluctantly 
enough, left the home which she and her husband 
had built up ina new country, and at the present 
time resides with her daughter. She has reached 
the mature age of seventy-six years, but is in the 
full and active possession of her faculties, and goes 
down the hill of life witha firm step and undaunted 
courage, 

Mr. and Mrs. Struye are the parents of eight 
children, one of whom is deceased, Those living 
are as follows: Paul H., who married Anna Klinger 
and resides in Elk Kiver Township, on Mrs. Struve’s 
farm; William operates his father’s mill and also a 
sawmill; John, residing at home, is connected with 
his father’s mill; Ferdinand, now a resident of Ore- 
gon; Aurelia C., Edward, Amelia C., and Marga- 
retha, are all at present under the parental roof, 
The deceased was a son, Ernest EF. 

Mr. and Mrs. Struve were reared in the Lutheran 
faith and still support the church df their youth, 
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fins etal? and eons living daily the princi-. 
ples of a pure and undefiled religion. They are) 
sturdy and active workers in their own community, ~ 
and are helpful in forwarding all enterprises for 
g00d; are kind neighbors and worthy friends. Mr. 
5. has held minor offices in the neighborhood and is & 
well thought of as a citizen and a man. In polities hi 

he is a strong Republican, Tis first vote for Presi- iy 
dent was for Abraham Lincoln, and during the war 1 h 
he was a stanch Union man. 


TORGE TONG, a retired farmer and resi- 
dent of Camanche, was born near Carroll, 
“S. Fairfield County, Ohio, Aug. 14, 1819. His 
aia: George TH. ‘Tong, was born in Virginia, Feb. 
9, 1780. lis grandfather, William Tong, was born 
Aug. 99,1756. The father of our subject was one 
of the first settlers in Fairfield County, where he 
hought timber land from the Government. and 
lived there until he was called home by death, Oct. 
15, 1825. The maiden name of Mr. Tong’s mother 
was Nancy Harrison, and she was a distant relative 
of President Harrison. She was born in 1780, and 
died April 10, 1826. There were three children 
born to them, of whom our subject was the eldest 
boy, and he was six years of age when he lost bis 
father by death, and was soon afterward made 
wholly an orphan by the death of his mother. Af- 
ter the death of his parents his guardian sent him 
to a distant relative, named Richard Hooker, near — 
Circleville, Ohio. He lived with him about’ two - 
years, and then went to live with his guardian, Ja- 
cob Claypool, in Fairfield County, Ohio. Mr. Clay- 
pool was an extensive farmer and stock-raiser, and 
our subject attended the district school in the win- 
ter and worked on the farm until he was sixteen 
yem's of age. Ile was then apprenticed to his half- 
brother, in Newark, Ohio, to learn the trade of a tin- 
her and Coppersmith, and served four years and a 
half. He then located on the farm he had inherited 
from his father, and lived there until 1850. He then 
sold out and removed to Lancaster, Ohio, and ac- 
cepted a situation as salesman in a tin and stove 
store. 

In 1851, Mr. Tong visited Clinton County and 
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of section 19, now included in Camanche. In J une, 
1852, he removed with his family, coming by rail- 
road to Sandusky and thence by lake to Chicago, 
thence by rail to the western terminus of the rail- 
road, Aurora, Thence he came by stage to Albany, 
crossing the Mississippi in a skiff, 
































His goods came 


‘‘ by canal and the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. 
Erecting a good set of buildings, he improved the 
land, fencing the entire quarter-section, after which 

—<_. he planted an orchard and commenced the growing 

a, of his crops, remaining there until 1865. He then sold 

i out and came to Camanche and bought his present 

ins’ residence, located on Front street. 

a Mr. Tong is a man well fitted for public duty and 

: one who is calculated to benefit the people. He 

_— works with that intention, and has held offices of 

i. .* public trust. He has been Postmaster, being ap- 

rae pointed in 1869, and served until 1883—a period of 

—., fourteen years—was Township Assessor and Treas- 

“6 a” urer for several terms, He always took an interest 

a in educational affairs, and was a School Director for 

> be many years. Ie takes pleasure in helping forward 

~ all enterprises for the good of the public schools. 
~* ~ Mr. Tong was married Sept. 14, 1843, to Miss 

1 #. ie >| Harriet Holmes, who was born near Carroll, Fair- 

r! im field Co., Ohio, Aug, 21, 1822. She is the daugh- 


ter of Thomas and Rachel (Wells) Holmes. They 
have had four children, as follows: George IL, 
born June 14, 1844, living in Montana, where he is 
engaged in mining; Leonora, born Aug, 3, 1846, and 
| died April 17, 1851; Ferris H., born July 9, 1849, 

lives in Camanche; and Harry, ree n Oct. 22, 1854, 
who lives at Montana, 

Mr. Tong is a stanch Republican, upholding his 
party with hearty earnestness of purpose, 


ver 
= 


" 


? ¥ | 


we 


- 













i 


7 
rt) 
: — epee! POT 


er>. 7 
bese 


ne te 


ANIEL B. WEST is a prosperous farmer 
of Orange Township and one of its most 
substantial citizens, noteworthy for industry 
and perseverance, and was born in Fayette 

==|County, Pa., March 18, 1839. He was but four 
yy years of age when he came with his parents, in 

wo Bh 1843, to Clinton County, and thus has grown up 

7; i “| with the county, feeling it his home. 
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attended the pioneer schools, the first ones held in 
log buildings in those days, and had a good prac- 
tical amount of instruction. 

Mr. West made his home with his parents up to 
the date of his marriage, May 27, 1873, to Caroline 
High, daughter of Martin Pennypacker and Edith 
(Mason) High, who was born in Chester County, 
Pa. He located on the homestead and lived there 
until three years after their marriage. They then 
settled on the home he now occupies and owns. 
This is located on section 27, in Orange Township, 
the farm containing 160 acres, all improved, mod- 
ernized and cultivated. Good frame buildings 
stand upon the place, and he may be justified 
in feeling a certain pfide in the attractive and 
beautiful home they have built up for the shelter of 
their declining years. He is engaged in the raising 
of grain and stock, and is prosperous in his industry, 
His union has been blest with three lovely children 
—Mary E., Fannie KE. and Fredrick P., and life has 
indeed proved to him so kind a possession that he 
may well look with a gentle and generous charity 
upon less favored mortals. 

In politics he is a Republican; is a quick and 
bright thinker, and is interested in all matters of 
public and private good. 
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FF-UOMAS $. FLATHERS. Among the well- 
to-do farmers of this county who are com- 
plete masters of the vocation which they 
follow, as is instanced by their fine farms and their 
accumulations, is the gentleman whose name heads 
this notice. He is residing on his fine place on 
section 1, Berlin Township, and is there industri- 
ously engaged in the prosecution of his independ- 
ent calling, meeting with far more than ordinary 
success. 

The parents of our subject, Benjamin and Anna 
(McBride) Flathers, were natives of Virginia and 
Kentucky, respectively. They were married and 
settled in Madison County, Ky., from which State 
they removed to Indiana, While on a visit to 
Towa the father was taken sick and died. His wife 
returned to Indiana, and was a resident there until 
her demise. He was of English and she of Irish 
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ancestry, and their family of children consisted of 
five sons and three daughters. 

Our subject was born in Madison County, Ky., 
March 18, 1813. He was but ten years of age 
when his parents removed to Indiana, and _ his 
school privileges were somewhat limited, espec- 
ially while living in Kentucky, but on his re- 
moval to Indiana he attended the common schools 
for a time. He is a self-made man in every 
respect. His early life was spent in Indiana, 
where he.was occupied in clearing land, and in 
the spring of 1842 he left that State and 
came to this county. Arriving here he ‘ squat- 
ted” on Government land in what is now Bloom- 
field Township, located on section 7. LHe remained 
there until 1854, engaged in agricultural pursuits, 
when he removed to Berlin Township, and pur- 
chased 120 acres of land on sections 1 and 2, He 
located on section 1, where he erected good build- 
ings, and at once engaged actively and energetic- 
ally in the improvement of his land., How well he 
has succeeded one has but to pass by and look upon 
his place to determine, In addition to his home 
farm he owns 160 acres in Brookfield ‘Township. 
His cattle are principally Short-horn, and he is the 
owner of one of the finest bulls in this county. As 
a farmer he has been successful, and the cause of 
his success is attributable to no legacy, but to his 
own push and perseverance, coupled with the act- 


ive co-operation of his good helpmeet. 


Mr. Flathers was first united in marriage in 
Brookfield Township, May 2, 1850, at which time 
Miss Mary Gregory became his wife. She was of 
New England ancestry and bore him one child— 
John W., who married Celia Purdy and resides in 
Berlin Township. Mrs. Flathers died.in Berlin 
Township in February, 1856, and our subject was 
again married, Oct. 23, 1856, in the same township, 
Miss Catherine A. Teskey being the other contract- 
ing party. She was born on the Emerald Isle and 
came to this country when sixteen years old, and 
of her union with Mr. Flathers five children have 
been born—Christopher, Frank, George, William 
and ‘Thomas, the latter dying in infaney. Chris- 
topher married Mamime Collenbough and they re- 
side in Sac County, in this State. 

Thomas 8, Flathers was elected Surveyor of Clin- 


was also elected County Supervisor and for two 
years was the incumbent of that office, and has held 
many of the minor offices of his township. Our 
subject commenced life with naught but a deter- 


mination to get on in the world, and has encoun- |) 
tered many trials and difficulties, but has overcome! 


them all. He relates that at one time he offered to. 
pawn his hat and vest for six cents to redeem «a let- 
ter, but was unable to do so. 

When he was but two years of age our subject 
sustained a serious injury, He was in a sugar- 
‘unp In Kentucky, and was caught by a rolling log 
and pushed into a pile of burning coal and terribly 
burned on different parts of his body. he acci- 
dent resulted in the loss of his left hand. 

Mr, Flathers is very pronounced in his temper- 
ance views and is a radical Prohibitionist. He was 
formerly an Elder in the Presbyterian Church at 
Maquoketa, and still belongs to that denomination. 


In politics he is a member of the Republican party. 
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OL. JOUN HENRY SMITH. Prominent 


among the residents of Camanche and re- 





/ spected for his sterling worth and integrity 
as a citizen, gentleman and soldier, is he whose 
name heads this notice. Col, Smith was born in 
Guilderland, Albany Go., N. Y., March 19, 1827. 
His father, George Jacob Smith, was a native of 
the same county. Jacob Henry Smith, grandfather 


of our subject, was a native of Hesse-Darmstadt, 


Germany, and emigrated to this country during 
the time of the Revolution, being one of the sol- 
dliers of the English Government. He was a mem- 
ber of Burgoyne’s army and was captured at the 
battle of Sa ‘toga. He afterward foreswore alle- 
giance to all foreign countries and became a citizen 
of the United States, and located in Albany Coun- 
ty, N. Y. He was there married and reared a fam- 
ily, and followed the calling of an agriculturist. 
The father of our subject was reared upon the farm 
of his father in Albany County, N. Y., and there 
lived, labored and died. The maiden name of Col. 
Smith’s mother was Johanna Snyder, also a native 
of Albany County, and our subject was the only 





ton County and held that office for one term, He 5) 















issue of his parents’? union. His father died when 
he was seven years Old, and his mother married an 
uncle of our subject, a blacksmith by trade. 

John Henry Smith attended the German schools 
of his native county and assisted his step-father in 
the blacksmith-shop until fifteen years of age. He 
then left home and went forth to fight the battles 
of life single-handed and alone, locating in Bridge- 
port, Conn., where he worked in a machine-shop 
for three years. We next find him in Albany 
County again, engaged in farming, which calling 
he continued until 1844, when he concluded he 


and following up the dictates of his judgment he 
went to Chicago. There he found employment as 
engineer On a propeller plying between that place 
and Detroit, Te only acted in this capacity for 
two trips, when he accepted a position as clerk in 
the office of Bristol & Porter, Chicago, He re- 
mained with that firm until the summer of L845, 
and then moved to Kane County, IIL, and was oc- 


ewpied in agricultural pursuits until 1849, His 
next removal was to Michigan, where he accepted 


& position as engineer in a sawmill, at Spring Lake, 
and thus labored until 1851, 

In March, 1851, our subject was married to Mi iss 
K. P. Cooley, born in Hartford, Conn., daughter of 
Thomas and Anna (Kennedy) Cooley, natives of 
Connecticut. After his marriage he engaged as an 
engineer on the Saint Charles Division of the 
Chicago & Galena Union Railway Company, and 
worked in that capacity for six months. In the 
spring of 1852, Mr. Smith, accom panied hy his 
wife, came to this county and entered a tract of 
Government land on section 26, Center ‘Township. 
It was wild prairie and he at once erected a board 
shanty upon it, which he and_ his family oceupied 
| through the summer of that year. In the fall of the 
we year he erected a small frame house, into which he 
» 4} moved and where they lived until 1855. He then 

Hi sold his land and bought another tract on section 
ie === 18 of the township, and also eighty acres in Wash- 
ff ») ington Township. He broke and fence ed about 
Paarl forty acres of this, and was engaged in working on 
{his place, when the news flashed across the wires 
41) that Sumter had been fired upon by traitors, and, 
= his heart beating in sympathy with the cause of 
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his beloved country, he on the 17th of October of 
that year, enlisted in Co. A, 16th Iowa Vol. Inf., 
and was mustered in as Captain, The first battle 
in which he participated which is worthy of men- 
tion was that of Shiloh, Ie afterward engaged in 
the battles of Corinth, Iuka, second battle of Cor- 
inth and siege of Vicksburg. In March, 1864, he 
veteranized and came home on a short furlough 
with the regiment, He then joined the 17th 
Corps under General Blair, at Cairo, then marched 
overland to Sherman’s army at Kingston, 
gia, and participated in the battle of Kenesaw 
Mountain, and was also engaged with Sherman in 
fighting his way to Atlanta, where he participated 
in the siege. of that city, and together with his reg- 
iment was captured. THe was taken to Macon and 
then to Charleston, S. C., and while the Union 
forces were shelling that city, he was, with his fel- 
low-soldiers, placed in one of the most exposed 
portions of the city, where the shells from their 
own soldiers made it exceedingly dangerous. He 
was finally transferred to Columbia, 8. C., where, in 
company with four others, he eluded the guards and 
started for the Union line. They traveled nights 
and during the day concealed themselves until they 
reached the Congaree River. Then they took a 
hoat and floated down the Congaree to Santee and 
so to its mouth. Eleven miles out they discovered 
the gunboat sloop-of-war, Canandagua, They 
looked around and found an old box boat, into 
which they got and set out for the gunboat, which 
they reached in safety, after three weeks of hiding, 
traveling and starving themselves, receiving what 
they had to eat only from the hands of colored 
people, and that in a very small quantity. They 
were soon transferred to Gen, Foster’s headquarters 
at Hilton Head. After his escape he returned 
home, He was mustered out as Captain and was 
appointed Major at the unanimous request of every 
officer in the regiment, which was of itself a com- 
pliment, He returned to the regiment and staid 
with it until June 22, 1865, at Louisville, where he 
resigned. Previous to this, he was commissioned 
Lieutenant-Colonel of his regiment. 

After his discharge from the service Col, Smith 
returned to this county and located in Camanche, 
where, in company with W. H. Hoyt, he purchased 
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a flouring-mill, which they successfully ran until 
1869. Col. Smith then sold his interest and the 
mill was burned before he received his money, 
During that same year he was appointed Assistant 
Assessor of the Second Colleetion District, and in 
1872 he was appointed Gauger in the same district 
and held the office until after a change in the ad- 
ministration in 1885. As the duties of the office 
required but a portion of his time, he, in 1873, 
turned his attention to the raising of fruit, in which 
business he is at present engaged, 

Col. Smith has always taken a lively interest in 
publie affairs, and has been honored with various 
offices of trust. Ife represented Center ‘Township 
on the Board of Supervisors and also served as 
Assessor and ‘Township Trustee. He has also been 
closely identified with the educational interest of 
his township, and was President and Treasurer of 
the School Board of his township, and has also been 
President of the School Board in Camanche. In 
1865 he was elected State Senator, and for four 
years represented his constituency faithfully and 
well in the Legislative halls of this State. He is a 
member of Cody Post, No. 41, G. A. R., at Ca- 
manche, and also Camanche Lodge No, 60, A. F. 
& A. M., and Hope Lodge, No. 13, A. O. U. W., 
and is also a member of the Lowa Lodge of the 
Knights of Honor. Politically he is a Republican, 

Col. Smith and his wife have three children liv- 
ine—George A., a practicing physician at Clinton; 
Frances A., and Jessie M. is the wife of W. L. 
Dannatt. Their eldest son, Charles, was born in 
Center ‘Township, Sept. 5, 1852. Ue entered Lowa 
College at Grinnell, and followed the curriculum of 
that institution for three years, when he matric- 
ulated at the Agricultural College, from which he 
graduated in a scientific course in 1872. Two 
years subsequent he was Principal of the Camanche 
School, during which time he read law. In 1874 
he entered the law office of Hayes & Young, and 
was admitted to the bar the same year. During 
that year he was appointed Deputy United States 
Collector, under Ilon. N. Boardman, and continued 
in that office without bonds until his demise, Jan, 
28, 1881. Charles was married in September, 
1875, to Emma A, Painter. She was born i Mun- 
ey, Pa., and bore her husband one child—Latimer P. 
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After Col. Smith’s return from the army the cit- 
izens Of Lyons presented him with a sword, sash and 
belt to replace the one which, when he was captured 
at Atlanta, he pulled off and destroyed rather than 
deliver it into the hands of the enemy. 


the open air without blankets or covering. 
‘ations which he and other Northern soldiers re- 
ceived was five pints of cornmeal, one pint of mo- 
lasses, a spoonful of salt and a small quantity of 


rice per week, and he was compelled to do his own” 


cooking. 

Col. Smith isa gentleman of sterling worth and 
integrity, respected alike for his straightforward 
and honorable dealings with his fellow-man and for 
the brave and noble part he performed during the 
late Civil War. 
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/__ ANS KRUSE, a leading farmer and breeder 
(a , . . ; 

) of cattle and hogs, a resident of Clinton 

1 “i “Tn Sige Tone ; . 

County, whose home is situated on section 
»)) 3, in Center Township, is the subject of this 
personal history. Mr. Kruse was born in Holstein, 
Germany, March 15, 1834. He is the son of Paul 





and Margaret (Stortenberg) Kruse, who came in 


1854 to America, and, landing in New York City, 
proceeded at once to Scott County, Lowa, where 
they lived some years and then moved into Deer 
Creek ‘Township, in this county, where they resided 
until their deaths, the mother departing this life 
Jan. 15, 1871, and the father in 1878. They were 
the parents of twelve children, six boys and six 
girls, as follows: Abel, Paul, Annie, Henry, Cath- 
rena, Hans, Claus, Jochim, Peter and Annie. The 
two Annies are deceased. Margaret died in in- 
fancy, and they named another child Margaret. 
Our subject was united in marriage with Miss 
Margaret Peterson, Sept. 17, 1859. She was born 
in Sleswick, Germany, in 1838, and was one of 
the daughters of Hans and Catharina (Naye) Peter- 
son, ‘The mother died in June, 1857, in Germany ; 
Mr. Peterson also died, March 5, 1885, at the 
residence of his daughter, Mrs. Kruse, in Center 
Township, 
two girls, as follows: 
Catherine and Wilhelm, 
Mr. and Mrs. Kruse have had ten children, as 


Peter, Margaret, Jurjen, 


= =f ht 
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While a 45 
prisoner at Columbia he was compelled to sleep in 
The | 


They had five children, three boys and _ 


hae 
all 





















| MYX AXACTASEIIYE ITT FILES f XXSL13 LAXNTE EEQECELELESS Od Tes TOSSED, Z 
Exx1)§ ae 
D | TT erin aia: seid | COTTONSEED ETI ITTs OA xcxrecscxs: rx te BS Be <% <ExXis it y wy 
"I 7T} AEE RY, uP 7 4 
O fetL SS ib eei tp eteatisissisiesiys ERERGL 7 ~/ (ERP RAMRRTSASRISERESECERRAR TELE E RTT EET nes wees fale =. 
exyYrIrK errerr PiGlok CORSE L EATERS YU LETIS 1x12 bs Fil.) vinohataianeasnidin =n ® 
-_ 































aged four years; 
Lina, died aged 


follows: Anna M., who died 
Emina, who died at the age of six; 
four weeks; Henry, died in infancy; Hermine C.,, 
born Sept. 7, 1867; Peter, June 26, 1869; Paul F., 
Oct, 18, 1871; Henry died at the age of six w uitas 
Hans A., died aged eighteen months, and Emer, 
born Feb. 5, 1880. 

Mr. Kruse has 400 acres of finely cultivated land 
On the former section stands 
72, erected in 1883. 
THis 


on sections 3 and 4. 
a handsome dwelling-house 60 x 
It is two stories in height with a basement. 


a barns are large and convenient, one being 36x 40 
: 7, feet and another 26 x30, He has also a water-tank 
an of 300 barrels’ capacity. He is a breeder of Hol- 
aD stein cattle and has a thorough-bred bull, which 
tt; bears the name of “ Thunderbolt” and weighs 
ay = 1500 pounds, though only two years old. 
hee | March 13, 1884, Mr. Kruse became a member of 
se. the. Lutheran Church. He is a Republican in 
=a politics and votes and works earnestly for the prin- 
* 


ciples of that party. 

A fine lithographic view of the handsome resi- 
dence, barns and out-buildings of Mr. Kruse’s place 
is shown on another page. 
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ANSJERDEN HENRICH BOOCK. Prom- 
-inent among the successful and enterpris- 
ing farmers of Center Township may be 
found our subject, whose home is situated 
on section 15, and who is considered one of the 
most industrious and worthy citizens of this part 
of the county. He was born in Sleswick-Hol- 
stein, Germany, July 8, 1816, and came to America 
in 1851, landing at New Orleans. He next came 
to Scott County and remained at Davenport for 
one year, after which he removed to Clinton where 
ie he purchased eighty acres of land. That was in 
oO: 1853, and he is now the owner of 220 acres, which 
race at is highly cultivated and improved, and he is con- 
mr ni iN sidered prosperous and well settled in life. 
hid % Mr. Boock was married in Sleswick-Holstein, to 
"ae Maggie Loll. She died on the ocean together with 
iH her two children on their way to America. He mar- 
Bit) ried for his second wife Catharina Johnk, in 1855. 
+ She was a widow with two children, She died Jan, 
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in the year 
















4, 1869. They were the parents of eight children, 
as follows: Doretta; Maria, born in Germany, 
married Edward Eckholdt; Hans H., born Oct. 26, 
1855; Henry F., born Aug. 28, 1857; August, born 


: = ; 3° 


Aug. 9, 1859, is a prosperous merchant in this town- 
ship; ea et M., born Jan, 5, 1861; Erne C. and 


Lena, twins, -born Dee, 10, 1863; Elizabeth M., 
born Dee. 14, 1865, is the wife of W. L. Lincoln; 
Catherine F., born July 16, 1867, and one daughter 
who died in infancy unnamed, All of these are 
married but two, ; 

The father of our subject was named Henry and 
his mother was Henrietta Boock. They died in 
Germany some years ago. Mr. Boock of this writ- 
ing, and wife during her lifetime, attended the 
Lutheran Church, to whose support he has liberally 
contributed, assisting largely in its erection. In 
politics he is Democratic, upholding his party 
strongly in voice and vote. 
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OWN ROEKH, a general farmer and stock- 
raiser, now living on section 1, in Elk River 
Township, is the subject of whom this per- 
sonal history is written. Ie owns and oper- 

ates a good farm of 120 acres, a large part of which 
is improved and cultivated, and is markedly sue- 
cessful in the industries which he conducts. He is 
prominent as a citizen of good repute and ability, 
and one who always bears in mind the best interests 
of his community and works to further them. He 
has been Assessor of his township since 1869, and 
at the present time holds that office. 

Mr, Roeh was, born near Sleswick, in Prussian 
Germany, March 1, 1829, His father, Claus P. Roeh, 
was « German farmer and a native of the town 
where our subject was born, in the north part of 
Germany, near the Danish line. He was the son of 
John Roeh, the grandparent of our subject. John 
Roeh, Sr., was a farmer by occupation. He lived 
and died. in that same town, which formerly be- 
longed to what is usually called Holstein, Germany. 
Claus P. Roch also died in the city of his nativity, 
1857. Ile was a German farmer, with 
possessions Of small value, but was a good, active 
citizen and a worker so far as means were aan 
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re him. The, mother of our subject was Catherina | young woman when they came to the United States. : 

i Naeve. She was also a native of Holstein, where | and settled in Iowa. She is the mother of eleven 

i she was born, reared and died, The latter event | children, as follows: * Letta, born July 6, 1856, 

ie occurred in 1849, she having reached the age of | wife of Frank P. Naeve, residing on a farm in Elk 

| FE forty-five years, She was the mother of three chil- | River Township; Mary, horn Aug. 16, 1858, resid-_ 3 “ 

4-3 dren, of whom our subject was the eldest. Claus | ing in Horntown, holds the position of housekeeper: | 

iS P. Roeh was born Aug. 1, 1831, and died in hisna- | for her brother; John, born Oct. 27, 1859, is a me- | 

i tive State in 1870; he was a farmer, working his | chanie and resides in Horntown with his sister; — 

i father’s property, which was left him at his death, | Henry, born Noy. 17, 1861, lives at home; Frank 

r and was successful in his field of labor, Tle was a | V., born Jan, 12, 1863; Augusta C., May 8, 1864; 

: man of family. Mary, now deceased, was unitedin | Theresa, Novy. 5, 1865; Max, June 13; 1867; Em- 

H marriage with al farmer and died in Neb i ae a aia a 19,1870; Albert, Feb, 20, 1873, and Lud- 

hi The early life of John Roeh was spent in attain- | miller, Feb,.12, 1877. 

i ing a good education in his native tongue, He en- | Since the year 1865 Mr. Roeh has resided on the 

hy tered active service as a soldier of Denmark, inthe | farm he now owns and has highly improved it, giv- > 

ni: War of 1848, between that country and Prussia, | ing it the benefit of continuous aiid unvarying 

: general hostilities existing at that time. He served | effort, until under his hands it has grown fruitful 

1 | honorably and courageously, as one should who | and “blossoms as the rose.” He is a man of no 

iE goes forth to defend the honor of his natiwe land, | mean ability, and his political belief is logically and “ 

at and remained three years on duty, He was in | tersely expressed. Ie was formerly a Republican 

' eighteen engagements, actually fighting and figur- | in politics and has held many of the offices incident 

i ine in their midst, while in the army, and had sey- | to township and county. His political belief has 

Ne eral narrow escapes, but was at no time seriously | now undergone a change and he affiliates at the 

hE injured. After he was honorably discharged he | present time with the Democratic party. The Pro- 

ue came to the United States, in 1853, and located in | hibition issue was the cause of his change in politi- 

nee Davenport, Iowa. Remaining there forsome time, | cal views. | 

bE he came to Clinton County, where he has been situ- The family of Mr, Roch are enterprising and en- 

hie ated since. lightened young people, with native refinement of 

hip Mr, Roeh was united in the holy bonds of wed- | taste and cultivated manners. Their father, of 

nee lock Oct, 28, 1854, at Davenport, Iowa, The lady | whom much good has #lready been truly said, is a 

a of his choice was Miss Catherine Vollbehr. She was | man of wide intelligence, who has had the benefit 

ne born in Holstein, Germany, Sept. 14, 1832, and is | of good advantages. Te speaks four different lan- 

nF the daughter of Deatlef and Elizabeth (Peush) | guages with fluency, and amply deserves all the . 

Hi Vollbehr, natives of Holstein, farmers by occupation, | good words said in his favor. 

| ei: who were married in that section of the country 

ta and have since made it their home. ‘The union of c 

ne Mr. and Mrs, Vollbehr resulted in the birth of four =), a : 

be sons and three daughters, of whom Mrs. Roeh is the 4 

Re third in order of birth, ‘The parents and all the | {JJ ENRY RIEDESEL. Germany has certainly > 

ne children came to the United States in 1854, and lo- ) contributed her quota of the industrious, . 

He vated in Elk River ‘Township, where the father se- | /2 thriving and energetic citizens of this coun- 

ae cured and improved eighty acres of land, upon ty. As a general thing, those who came ; 

te which he lived until death, Sept. 9, 1884, closed his | here from that country were poor in pocket, but 

Te cueer, The mother died Jan, 11, 1886, both she possessed an unlimited amount of energy and per- 

tr and husband being advanced in years, aged respect- | severance, which, with their economy, has enabled aa* 

hi ively eighty-four and eighty-nine years. Mrs. R. | them to attain success, and they are to-day the “4 

ne resided at home until her marriage, she being a | owners of fine farms and beautiful homes here, t ie 

ne : 
rel ; 
an = ; 

. . - ee 
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“Se Among this class of citizens is Mr. Riedesel, resid- market annually, and is meeting with success in the 
.* ing on section 18, Spring Rock ‘Township. vocation which he has followed all the years of his 
~* Mr. Riedesel was born in Germany, July 25, | life. fh 
+.- 1835. He attended the common schools of his na- Mr. Riedesel has held the office of Roadmaster i 
oo tive country during a portion ot nine years, and for aaeen years and has also nepn an incu barb Ly 
> also served one year before coming to the United | of the office of School Director. Himself and wife in 
M4 .” » States in learning the mason’s trade, and after mas- | are members of the German Reformed Church, In i 
¥ + 5" tering it worked at the same for four years in the | politics our subject is a Republican, and has since i 
la “ Faderland.” Mr. Riedesel emigrated to this arriving at manhood been identified with that i 
: ¢- country in 1854, leaving his native land in August | party. iD 
he — of that year, and arriving at New Orleans in Octo- AN KG poi? 2 OIA i _ 
AY sl ber, having been sixty-two days making the voy- t a 
—. age. From the Crescent City he came to Saint ll UGUST A. HANSEN. The subject of this th : 
th "s Louis and resided there until May, 1855, when he sketch is a dealer in dry goods, groceries, 7 
OF continued his journey northward and terminated it queensware, hardware, boots, shoes, hats, iH r 
“2 b- in this county, Here he purchased sixty acres of @ ete. He carries, in fact, a general stock of it t 
. land on section 82, Spring Rock Township, and merchandise, and is located in the village of Elvira, q d 
~ there followed agricultural pursuits until 1866. Center Township. He also carries ona harness-shop, ay . 
He set out an orchard, made numerous improve- | ay is Postmaster; he is also engaged in farming. E a] Z 
ments upon his place and brought a portion of the | Not only is he enterprising and energetic, but he Hea 7 
i land under a high state of cultivation, and then possesses that spirit which has long since made him ce : 
aa! sold the place and purchased 120 acres on section popular and won him the highest approbation of & i f 
ll 18, in the same township. Onto this place he | the people. He is prompt and vigorous in business 4 i 
ed moved his family, and has made it his home until wd holds that go-ahead spirit which is bound to ca “a 
nthe present time. Ile has erected a good and sub- win. Besides this, he labors for the j nterests of the q ,- 
stantial set of frame buildings, and has added people, with the one great wish to please and profit i 
twenty acres to the original 120 on that section, | them. ed a 
and is also the owner of 200 acres in Carroll Coun. Mr. Hansen was born in Sleswick, Germany, | = 




























ty. Of his 340 acres, 295 are under a high state of 


April 31, 1844, and is the son Of Hans P, Hansen, 
cultivation. 


who was born in Sleswick, The subject of this 


ESE EIIT= 












The marriage of our subject. took place in the | notice came to America in 1865 and landed at New a ) 
fall of 1857, in this county, and the lady selected York, whence he proceeded to St. Louis, He also ii 
as his future companion in life was Miss Flor: went on to Saint Charles, and there remained until : 
Schneider, She was born in Germany in 1841, and he came to this county in the following spring, ey 
came to America with her parents when seven Our subject was united in the bonds of holy ie 
years of age. Mr. and Mrs. Riedesel have become matrimony to Miss Catherina Jessen, Feb, 26,1875, 3 q 
the parents of twelve children—John, Philip, Henry, | She was horn in L850, in Germany, and has borne it 
Lizzie, Paul, Peter, Minnie, Flora, Emma, Hubert, | her husband six children, as follows: Mary, Caro- 4) 


Hannah, and one who died, in infancy. Of the chil- 
ty dren of our subject, Lizzie is the wife of Henry 
i) Miller, and they reside in Carroll County, where 
| John and Philip are also living. Paul is attending 
business college at I Javenport, and the remaining 
children are all living at home. 

Mr. Riedesel keeps about twenty-five head of 
cattle on his place, together with eight head of 


j 


| horses, and fattens about fifty head of hogs for the 


line, Johnnie, Hattie, Annie and Carl, 

Mr. Hansen commenced in mercantile pursuits in 
1871, in Center Township. July 1, 1883, he was 
appointed Postmaster, which office he fills to the 
eminent satisfaction of all concerned. He has been 
proficient in every position in which he is placed, 
and deserves to be remembered in Official circles § 
because of his fitness, his strength of character and ; 
his good-will and courtesy. 
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A CLINTON COUNTY. 
' Mr. Hansen and his wife are not members of any | children, twelve of whom lived to be men and 
He orthodox church, but endeavor, by charity to all women, and settled in homes of their own. Their 
ty and a firm and tangible belief in the Golden Rule, mother, grandmother of our subject, and wife of 
ee to live lives of moval uprightness, truth and honesty, | Charles Cook, lived to an advanced age. Of this 
; tre and to win the respect and esteem of friends and | numerous family there was born, in 1769, one by. 
Tie neighbors. the name of Dayid, who was the father of our sub- 
. ie Mr, Hansen also carries with his other stock one | ject, 
bE of drugs and medicines. He is owner of the hand- Benjamin was the second child of his father’s 
. te some home in which they live and of his store | second marriage, and by his first alliance, with 
. ne building. He is quite largely interested. mn real | Sallie Spence, he had three children, as follows: 
ne estate, and is the largest trader in the vicinity, He | Ara, Mary and William. By his second marriage 
Tie is & prominent man in the township and is respected | there were eleven children, as follows: Joseph, 
rE for his honesty, his strength of character and his | Benjamin 'T., Caleb and Philip; Daniel, David, 
ne kindness of heart. Mary, Sarah, Harriet, Phabe and an infant, all de- ; 
Tee In addition to his other interests, he also keeps | ceased. . : 
ae the only hotel and feed-stable in the place, where The second marriage of David Cook took place 
ne man and beast can be well cared for, in Oneida County, N. Y., where he remained for a i 
us A handsome lithographic view of Mr, Tlansen’s | time, and then came to Lake County, Ill. From . 
| Hee hotel, store and other property is shown on another | there he came to Clinton County and settled in : . 
ne page, Deep Creek Township, where, at the home of “his 1% 
i ee LO Sit On our subject, he lived all the last years of his . 
Hee ‘OO! life, and eventually died there in 1868. . 
’ gs aS Mr. Cook, who, as previously stated, had learned - 
te ENJAMIN T. COOK, one of the old set- | the blacksmith trade while young, followed it till - 
ne tlers of Clinton County, is the subject of | he came to Lake County in 1839. Four years pre- a 
ne this personal sketch, He is a aos ph vious to this venture he married, in Oneida County, - 
ne YF’ and highly respected resident of Deep Creek | jy! Y., Miss Matilda Ellis, a lady born and ‘reared bl 
nie Township, and makes his home with his eldest son | jn that State. The date of their nuptials was in July, yy 
tae on section 2, He was born in Oneida County, N. | 1835, At the age of five years she went to Oneida 
ig: Y., June 5, 1811. The original progenitors of the | Gounty, where she was reared to womanhood, She 
1 Cook family in the United States formerly came | djed at her home in Deep Creek Township, Sept. . 
1 from England, and settled in Rhode Island; our | 20, 1884, aged sixty-eight years. She had reared 
Ht «fact ea a Aer ee eS . i x al family of nine children, six of whom still survive, ; 
ui ae aah reds eae cesta Baek gen é eh oe, nace a kess they are pleasantly located, 
hee oinning of the sixteenth century that the first an- a ¥ a ee + fi ie Hs ORD ir ee . 
HE naehouk coaee to Rhode Island and lived out their narles Wesley, who is married and farms parvioz J 
i days, as did the sueceeding generations. The great- a hiss a aes anes ges shia “ nn ~~ 
Hy ore: t orandfather of our subject whose aaite was es an rary Penelope, married Ambrose Finch; ee 
Te grea re We ae tied. J 2 mw Bene Wis | Nathan Ellis, married Mary Bisley, and lives on P 
Foe oe cena tat nscet «ery | tem 1 enrged inten Kit Ms ma gl 
Ht rae Basti laste aw ee ot ae we fate os. N SPORES ry minister of the MethGur Se 
. B as ide ae LP rink estos acl aT a epeoony Church ; See J, ae wife of Bee: ? 
h ssuiatuthth of Mr C of this notice, a sb ue ae they “ae farmers Im Beep Oteels , 
H : Shariee Coek Seats a farmer, learned the black- sehtagsls aa bps desi “ natin: ota *% 
t Pen or ne ee = pe, Oe es in Deap Creek Township; and twins (boys) who : ae 
t [alas He mae and saniad a family of sixteen ne many: / 3 i 
f a gs See as aa Mr. Cook first came to Deep Creek Township, |e 
oGisderee : ‘ ~_ 
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Clinton County, in°1858, and has been an active 
and energetic worker in. this section of country. 
His farm of 400 acres is finely located on what. is 
known as Vernon Prairie. He is a man of ripe 
years, possesses fine mental endowments, and it is 
to be hoped that he has many years of life work 
before him. He is an active laborer in the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, and into the details of his 
daily life are woven the principles that arise from 
the religion of*Christ Jesus as lived by his follow- 
ers. In political principle he is Democratic. 
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ANS J. JOHNK. The subject of this his- 
torical notice is a farmer, stock-breeder and 
shipper. He takes a deep interest in the 

)) rearing of blooded animals, and has made a 
success in this line of industry. THis home is situ- 
ated on section 14, in Center Township, and he 
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‘ rhe takes pride in the cultivation and improvement 
a which he has added from time to time to it. Mr. 
aa Johnk was born in Sleswick, in the Province of 
“Tl Holstein, Germany, July 24, 1837. He came to 
tn . America with his parents, in 1855, and proceeded 
25 - at once to Scott County, Iowa, where he remained 
eee. for six months, working laboriously for the re- 


muneration of $10 per month. After that time he 
came to this county and assisted his father on the 
farm, remaining with him eight years. At the ex- 
piration of this time his father gave him forty acres 
of land, on which he worked to excellent ad- 
vantage, 

About this time Mr. Johnk enlisted in Co. K, 
10th Iowa Vol, Inf., and was mustered in at Dav- 
—enport, in September, 1864. The regiment was 
ordered to Chattanooga and arrived there just after 
the battle was over. Ile was also with Sherman in 
his wonderful march to the sea. He participated 
‘in the battle of Savannah and was at Raleigh, be- 
sides a few smaller engagements. He escaped with- 
“ out any wounds, however, and was mustered out at 
Washington, D, C., on the 15th of June, 1865, and 
came home with the honors of war upon him. 

Mr. Johnk married, Sept. 21, 1865, Miss Katie 
D: Clink, a native of Germany, She was born in 
Rete Sleswick, Feb, 21, 1840, and is the daughter of 
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Claus and Mary (Bernt) Clink. By their union 
they have had five children, two of whom survive 
at the present time. ‘Their names are as follows: 
Johnnie, born duly 26, 1866, and died Dee. 215 
1866; Henry, born Oct. 19, 1867; Hans, born June 
21, 1870, and died Sept. 9, 1877; Annie, born Oct. 
30, 1873, died Aug. 26, 1877, and Amelia, born 
Aug. 28, 1875. 

Mr, Johnk has 440 acres of fine land under culti- 
He has two barns, one of whieh is 60x52 
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vation. 
feet, and the other 40x72,. 

Christian Johnk, the father of Mr, Johnk, was 
born Reb, 28, 1797, and died Aug. 12, 1885, He 
was married at the age of thirty-three to Catherine 
Johnk, who was born in June, 1802. She is still 
living in this county, and was the mother of six 
children—three boys and three girls. They are as 
follows: Katie, Henry, Hans, Margaret, Johanna 
and John. 

Mr. and Mrs. 
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Johnk of this sketch are mem- 
bers of the Lutheran Church. They are people of 
large usefulness, worthiness and ability. They la- 
bor heartily for the benefit of society, and are con- 
sistent and noble Christians and active workers 1D 
all good enterprises. Mr. J. is a Democrat, and 
labors earnestly for his party. 
A fine lithographic view of Mr. Johnk’s resi- 
dence, large and commodious out-buildings, barns 
and stock, and handsome farm, is shown elsewhere 

in this work. 
<> 
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mo REDERICK SUITER. One of the most 
19) extensive farmers and stock-raisers of this 
county, and one who is closely identified 
with its development, is the subject of this notice. 
He resides on his fine farm on section 22, Orange 
Township, and is there engaged in that most inde- 
pendent of all callings, agriculture. 
Mr. Suiter was born in Clinton County, Pa., 
Sept. 25, 1825. The father of our subject, Nicholas 
Suiter, is a native of Switzerland and born in 1801, 
He was reared to agricultural pursuits in his native 
land, and when twenty-five years of age left it and 
emigrated to the United States, locating at Phila- 
delphia, From the latter city he moved to that part 
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County, and which, as stated, is the birthplace of 
There, in Woodward ‘Township, the 
’ 5) 





our subject. 
father purchased a tract of land on time, as he did 
not have the money to pay for it. On this land he 
located with his family and labored hard and econ- 
omized to pay for it, which he did in a few years, 
but the title proved defective, and he was com- 
pelled to pay for the land a second time. He is 
still living on the same place, and is there passing’ 
the sunset of life in the enjoyment of a competency. 
His place contains 150 acres, with good improve- 
ments. 

The father was married in 1825, to Elizabeth 
Weitchey, also a native of Switzerland, and born in 
1802. With her father, she came to the United 
States on the same vessel which brought the father 
of our subject with his family, and Mr, and Mrs. 
Suiter were married soon after their arrival here. 
They are both living and retain their mental 
faculties as well as their physical health to a won- 
derful degree, «Their union has been blest by 
the birth of nine children, seven of whom lived to 
Our sub- 


SAARS GOR R OS SERED! 





ent 


‘a5 


vier 





eeeeeriee 


’ ' 
SS OF SESE ESO OEE EESERESESESTESBAFESESEESESSESSESES 


ae sr — 


it vrrreee 
es 


rT : 


attain. the age of man and womanhood, 
ject is the eldest; John lives on the old homestead 
in Pennsylvania; Andrew is a resident of Neosho 
County, Kan,; Samuel resides in Clinton County, 
Pa.; Mary (Mrs. Probst), lives in her native town 
in the Keystone State, and Elizabeth (Mrs. Glice), 
is also a resident of that place. 

Frederick Suiter was reared on his father’s farm 
in Clinton County, Pa., and made his home with 
his parents until he attained the age of maturity ; 
then he purchased a tract of timberland. At this 
date he was yet a single man and did not make set- 
tlement on his land, but workéd for others. tilling 
land and hewing timber, and in this manner earned 
money with which to make a start on his own pur- 
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chase. He built the customary log house upon it, 





and after his marriage commenced keeping house 
there. He cleared about twenty acres of his land 
and there lived and labored until 1857, when he 
disposed of his interests in that county and came to 
Ile had previously visited this county in 
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section 23, in what is now De Witt Township, the 
On coming here he 


sume being wild prairie. 
erected a frame house, 16x 20 feet in dimensions 
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company with his father, and purchased land on: 
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and one and a half stories in height, and lived there | 
until 1868, in the interim improving and cultivating 
the land, and placed the entire tract of 200 acres 
under an advanced state of cultivation and erected 
and set out an orchard, 

In 1868 he sold his place and purchased the one |) 
he now owns and oceupies. It contained 160 acres | 
at the time he bought it, and he has subsequently 
added thereto until at present the place contains 
240 acres, all enclosed with hedge and iron fence, 
and in the best state of cultivation. He has erected 
a commodious frame residence and a barn 512 feet 
long, probably the largest barn in the State. It is 
built after a plan drawn by himself, and is most 
conveniently arranged for the feeding and shelter- 
ine of stock, and also for storing grain, hay and 
agricultural implements. Mr, Suiter raises graded 
stock, Short-horns being his favorite breed of cattle, 
and road and draft horses and Poland-China hoes 
somewhat of a specialty. His cattle-yards are 
divided and each supplied with clear running 
water, by windmills, 


thereon a barn and granary 


He also has a hennery, built 
after his own idea, which cost him upward of five 
hundred dollars. He is a self-made man in every 
respect, and his success in life is attributable to his 
push and perseverance, 

Frederick Suitor has been twice married, His 
first matrimonial alliance took place in 1850, at 
which time Rebecca A. Beard, born in Woodward 
Township, Clinton Co., Pa., in 1828, became his 
wife. She lived with him all along up through the 
years from 1850 to 1881, sharing with him his sue- 
cesses and reverses, and in December of that year 
passed to the land beyond, Six children were born 
of their union, three of whom died in infaney, 
Eliza Matilda married Charles Sadoris, with whom 
she lived until May, 1883, when she followed her 
mother to the better land, leaving one child, named 
Freddie Sadoris, who is now an inmate of his 
grandfather’s home; Charlotte G. was the first wife 
of Charles Sadoris, and died while in her twenty- 
eighth year, July 17, 1880; Ellen died Jan. 23, 1883, 
aged twenty-four years. Charlotte G. had four chil- 
dren, of whom three are living—Nellie, Charles 
Leon, and Mary Estella Sadoris. ' 

The second marriage of Mr. Suiter, which took 
place July 24, 1882, was with Mrs. Mary J. White, 
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daughter of John and Martha (Baird) Sinith, and 
widow of James White. She was born in Clinton 
County, Pa., and had one child by her first mar- 
riage—William J. Of her second union two chil- 
dren have been born—Florence C. and Mary G, 
Mrs. Suiter is a member of the Christian Church. 

In polities Mr. $8, voted with the Republican 
party until 1872, when he abandoned the idea of 
party and concluded that henceforth he would vote 
for men and measures, rather than party, and has 
since been independent in his political views, 









































: ENNIS KEANE. The subject of this 
‘ sketch, whose home is situated on section 
32 of Spring Rock Township, and who is 
well known as one of the prominent and 
7 prosperous farmers of this section, came to Clinton 
‘ County in July, 1849, from Canada, and took up 
ie 180 acres and then returned to Dayenport. There 
+ he worked for two years in a sawmill, and in 1851 
s.) settled on his farm, where he has since lived. He 
7 has erected good buildings and is the owner of 160 
A acres in Clinton County, besides 390 acres in other 
2... parts of the State. 
oh Mr. Keane “was born in Ireland, and came to 
Ser: Canada in 1845, where he remained for two years. 
a? In 1847 he removed to New York, and was em- 
-; ployed on the railroad for two years, helping to lay 
0G the first steel rails ever laid in the State. He is a 
is most worthy and responsible man, as his employers 
“ * always found. 
ff . Mr. K. was united in marriage, while living in 
“| Canada, July 15, 1847, with Mary Rasp, who was 
oO likewise born in the Provinces. They are the par- 
aS ents of twelve children, as follows: Michael J., 


Ellen, Hannah, Murtie, John, Margaret, James, 
~ Bridget, Mary, Eliza and Dennis; Katie died when 
“ay about five years of age. She was bitten by a rattle- 
i which caused her death. Five of the chil- 
~ dren reside in Crawford County, and the remainder 
»). in Clinton County, Towa. 

he 0. Mr. K. has shown a capacity for publie work that 
ae has fitted him to respond to the calls of the people 
all upon him. He has been Assessor of Highways and 
‘Sie Saas Trustee, and in polities may be nmum- 
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His excellent financial 
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bered with the Democrats. 
condition is the result of his own efforts. 
an excellent reputation in the community of which 





he is a member. 
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@) eer LS KUEHN. Germany has con- 

( tributed her quota of the agricultural class 
J who have been prominently identified in the 
development of this county. ‘They were, as a gen- 
eral thing, men who came here poor in pocket, but 
with an abundance of and perseverance, 
which has enabled them to become successful in 
that department of life. Among the class referred 
to is Christian Kuehn, residing on section 13, Ber- 
lin ‘I 
the prosecution of his chosen vocation. 

Mr, Kuehn was born in Holstein, Germany, on 
the 28th of June, 1833. He emigrated to the United 
States when nineteen years of age, in 1852, and 
made his way almost directly to this county. Le 
first settled in Deep Creek Township, and was there 
a resident for nine years, engaged in farming, and 
then moved to Berlin Township. He followed his 

calling in the latter township until 1869, when he 
removed to Deep Creek Township, and in 1876, 
again returned fo Berlin Township. He has been 
continuously engaged in agricultural pursuits since 
his arrival in this country. Prior to his emigration 
here he learned the baker’s trade, which he followed 
in the “ Faderland” until he emigrated to the United 
States, . 

Mr. Kuehn is the proprietor of 160 acres of good, 
tillable land, on which he resides, and is meeting 
with success in his vocation, — Tis first marriage was 
in Deep Creek Township, to Eliza Cooke, who bore 
him four children—Willie C., George, Maggie and 
Frank EK, His wife died in Deep Creek Township, 
in March, 1875, and in January, 1880, in Berlin 
Township, he was married to Sarah Linch. Of the 
latter union one child, Winona, has been born. 

Our subject has held the offices of ‘Township 
“Trustee, School Director and Road Overseer. — He 
and his wife are members of the Lutheran Church, 
and in politics he votes with the Republican party- 
During his residence of a quarter of a century in 
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this county, Mr. K, has witnessed a ondert 
transformation, in the making of which he has borne 
a creditable part. That he is popular among his 
neighbors needs no telling. He is a leader in pub- 


lic affairs and wields a large influence for g@ood, 
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ARRISON DWIRE. As a representative of 
the agricultural class of this county, and a 
gentleman who has succeeded in life through 

»)) the energetic following of his own judg- 


YUM steeeeelint F405 


—— 


ment, we take pleasure in mentioning the name of 
Harrison Dwire. He is residing on section 22, 
Orange ‘Township, and is there engaged in his inde- 
pendent calling and meeting with more than ordi- 
‘5 nary success, 

| Mr. Dwire was born near Greenville, Darke Co., 
Ohio, May 5, 1840, and his father was Daniel W. 
Dwire, born in Somerset County, Pa., July 1, 1791. 
The father grew to manhood in Pennsylvania and 
was reared a farmer’s boy. It was in that State 
that he was united in marriage with Susanna Grif- 
fith, the date of their nuptials being June 23, 1818. 
She was also a native of Somerset County and born 
March 7, 1797. The parents removed to Ohio in 
1852, and made settlement in Darke County. The 
father leased a tract of timber land there for a 
term of years, on which he built a log house, where 
the subject of this notice was born. He cleared 
100 acres of his land and lived on it, engaged in its 
cultivation, until 1848, and then removed to In- 
diana, The journey thither was made overland 
with teams, and their destination was Miami County, 
Arriving there, the father was oceupied in farming 
until 1854. He then left that State and, turning 
his face toward the setting sun, traveled until he 
reached this State, making the journey overland, 
Ile had been here two years previously and had 
entered Government land on the southeast quarter 
of section 22, township 81, range 3, included 
what is now Orange ‘Township. On his arrival here 
he rented a house on the banks of Clear Creek, and 
he and his family domiciled in it during that winter, 
after which an older son bought the place and the 
family continued to live there for two or three 
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moved into the same, and there lived and labored, 
engaged in its improvement and cultivation, until 
his death. Prior to his demise he had brought his 
land to a high state of cultivation, had erected a ji 
good frame house and barn upon it, set out an or-| 
chard and enclosed his land with a good fence. His 

earthly existence ended Aug. 24, 1868. His wife 

survived him until Sept. 1, 1875, when she crossed 

to meet him on the other shore, There were twelve 

children born to them, of whom the subject of this 

notice was the youngest, 

Harrison Dwire was but 8 years of age when his 
parents removed to Indiana, and 14 years old when 
they came to Iowa. Our subject remained at home 
until 1859, assisting in the labors on the farm, and 
then went to Mount Carroll, IL, and attended the 
Seminary at that place one year. He then went to 
Bureau County, and engaged with Samuel Edwards 
to assist him in his nursery, and was thus occupied — 
until 1861, Karly in the late Civil War he enlisted as 
a private, joining Co, KE, 33d Ill. Vol. Inf., the date 
of his enlistment being August 19 of that year, 
He veteranized in January, 1864,,and served until 
December, 1865, when he received an honorable 
discharge. The following were among the more 
important battles in which he participated: Port 
Gibson, Champion Hills, Black River, siege and 
‘apture of Vicksburg, in which latter battle thirty- 
six members of his company participated and all 
but six of them were either killed or wounded, our 
subject being one of the six. Soon after his enlist- 
ment our subject was promoted to First Sergeant, 
and then step by step to First Lieutenant, and was 
mustered out with that rank. After receiving his 
discharge from the service Mr. Dwire returned to 
Towa and, in company with his brother Samuel, 
farmed for one year, He then went to Bureau 
County, Ll., and engaged as foreman in a nursery, 














































and was thus occupied until 1868. He then came 7 

to this county and located on the old homestead, : 

Where he has since lived and which he now owns. ps 
On coming here the last time he brought a nursery 

. . ® 

stock with him and followed that business until . 

1880, since which time he has turned his attention -, 

. 4 

to agricultural pursuits and stock-feeding, Mr, pa 
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| Dwire has added fo his landed interests in this 
county until he is at present the owner of 280 acres, 
all of which is enclosed and subdivided with osage 
IIe has on his place two acres of 

































orange hedge. 
evergreen trees, consisting of Austrian pine, Nor- 
way and white spruce, white pine, American arbor 
vite, balsam fir and larch, and also has a large vari- 
ety of apple and small fruit trees. 

Mr. Dwire was united in marriage April 1, 1867, 
with Margaret Paul, daughter of James and Sarah 
(Adamson) Paul, natives of Ireland and ef Seotch 
descent. ‘Their union has been blest with six chil- 
dren—May, Julia H., David W., Nellie G., Carrie 
E. and Florence Belle. 


ae In politics Mr, Dwire voted with the Republican 
4 party until the Greenback party sprang into exist- 
o>” ence, since which time he has voted with that. 
sth Five of our subject’s brothers served in the late 
, war upon the side of the Union. ITezekiah was in 


the 2d Towa Vol. Cay., and was killed in battle in 
1863; Samuel served in the 6th Lowa Vol. Cav., 
and isat present residing in Nebraska; Mark served 
in an Indiana regiment and died while in the serv- 
ice; David served in Co, A, 8th Towa Vol. Inf., 
and was killed in the charge on Spanish Fort, which 
his company captured. Daniel served in an Indi- 
ona regiment, and died while in the service at 
Memphis, ‘Tenn, 

A portrait of Mr, Dwire will be found on page 
360. 


LAMES A, HICKS, a farmer residing on see- 
tion 9, Berlin Township, is known and _ re- 
spected for his large success in agricultural 
| pursuits, and for his enterprise and persever+ 
f His parents were John and Charlotte (Ar- 
 faethur) Hicks, natives of England. ‘They came to 
: i America in the fall of 1872, and, entering this 
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| / >) county, they settled in Berlin ‘Township, where the 
al al : é 

‘gge) father died in the spring of 1873. ‘The mother still 


survives him and tenderly mourns his loss. They 


A and first saw the light in Cornwall, England, Oct. 
‘Ge 16,1843. Ee came to America in 1856, and re- 
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ceived a common-school education in this country 
and in England. He has always been engaged in 
agriculture. When he first touched American soil 
he located in Rockford, IL, and remained there for 
about three months, and then came to Jackson 
County, Iowa, where he lived until 1865. At that 
time he came to Clinton County and. settled in De 
Witt Township, and afterward removed to Berlin 
Township, in 1869. Te settled on section 9, where 
he now lives and where he has continued since his 
first settlement, with the exception of three years 
spent in Welton ‘Township. He is the owner of 
forty acresand is in good circumstances, and a good 
and responsible citizen. 

Mr. Hicks was married in Welton Township Dee. 
31, 1868, to Mary E. Jones, daughter of Isaac and 
Hannah (Knight) Jones, natives of Ohio, and re- 
siding in Welton Township. Mrs, Hicks is the third 
child in a family of ten. She was born May 10, 
1849, in Ohio, and has by her union with Mr, 
Hicks, four children, namely: Charles L, John E., 
Ralph A. and Lura M. 

Mr. Hicks isa member of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church and is a useful member of society. He 
has held the office of Township Trustee, besides 
minor positions, and in politics is a Republican, 
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Ww) MIL C. MA'TTHIESEN, one of the prosper- 
ous young farmers of Deep Creek Township, 
is the subject of this notice, THe was born 
in Sleswick-Holstein, Germany, Jan, 21, 1855. 
His father, Christian, and his mother, Anna (Ing- 
wersen) Matthiesen, were both natives of the saine 
Province in Germany, and his father was a black- 
smith by trade, and followed this while living in 
the old country. Our subject was the oldest of a 
family of five children—four boys and one oirl, 
On reaching America they came at once to Clinton 
County, where the father purchased a farm, On 
this old homestead our subject now lives, It con- 
sists of 240 acres of exceedingly valuable land, well 
supplied with good modern farm buildings, At 
the time Christian Matthiesen settled on the farm, 
it was comparatively wild, and both he and his wife 
made it a permanent place of residence up to the 
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death of the mother. This occurred May 28, 1884, 
she departing this life at the age of fifty-eight years. 
The father has since retired from business and lives 
at the present time at Lyons. He now lives on an 
income derived from the accumulations of the past, 
He is sixty-four years of age. One of his sons 
died in this county. 

Our subject received a fair education in the pub- 
lic schools of Germany, and before his marriage 
lived at home with his father. He was married 
Feb, 29, 1881, in Deep Creek Township, to Miss 
Margretha Seymour, who was born Aug. 16, 1859, 
in Holstein, Germany, and came to America with 
her parents, who were farmers, and lived with them 
ul through her childhood. The family settled at 
Center Grove, where they are now living. Mr, 
and Mrs. Matthiesen are the parents of four chil- 
dren, as follows: Carl C., William, Agnes and 
Kdward. 

Mr. Matthiesen cares for the father’s homestead 
aul manages it with due consideration, raising a 
large amount of stock, 

Mr. Matthiesen is a Democrat in politics and 
supports the party with zeal and energy. He is a 
man Of substantial worth and wide influence, 


W SAAC LINE WILCOX, a retired farmer and 
one of the early settlers in that part of De 
Witt Township where he now resides, is a na- 

tive of New Jersey, born in New Providence, Jan. 

31,1816. Wis father, John Wileox, was born in 

the same town and was a direct descendant of Peter 

Wilcox, a native of England, and one of the first set- 

tlers in New Providence, locating there as early as 
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Sarah Line, also a native of New Providence, and 
they were the parents of eight children, all of whom ji . 
survive, r 
Isanc L. Wileox is the third child in order of if 
birth in his father’s family, and. was numbered in, 
the fifth generation from Peter Wilcox. He was 
reared on his father’s farm, one which the grand-[!= 
father of our subject had improved. There were 
no free schools in his day, but he took adyantage 
of such opportunities as offered in the subscription 
school, and in later years greatly improved himself 
by an extensive course of reading. He made his 
home with his parents the greater part of the time 
until he was twenty years of age, and then engaged 
in work for himself, He usually was employed on 
a farm, but part of the time labored at carpenters’ 
work, remaining a resident of New Providence 
until 1858, when he started West to find and locate 
a home. Ile came directly to Clinton County, 
purchasing the northeast quarter of section 26, in 
that township, now known as De Witt. Tt was 
wild prairie land at the time of: his purchase, and ~ 
he hired a few acres broken, thus laying the found- 
ation of his future Krecting a frame 
building, known as a shanty, dimensions 10x Lz, 
which was in accordance with his means, he looked 
about him and knew that his first effort in the 
direction of that possession of which the poet sang 
—a home—was fairly begun, Tis live stock at 
the time of commencement included a pair of 
horses and one cow, but he was undismayed, He 
had come to this wild and undeveloped country to 
succeed, and he intended to do so. Starting in 
courageously, he began improvements on his land, 
and in an extremely short time had the entire 
quarter-section under cultivation, enclosed and well- 















home, 





















January, 1636. He settled there before the land stocked, THe also added another forty acres, which } 
had been surveyed, and when, a few years later, | increased its size to 200, and the humble structure . 
the surveyors bounded it, they outlined a tract of for which they were so. grateful in the start has o 
424 acres for him, He cleared the farm and lived | been replaced by a neat and handsome frame éy 
upon it until the time of his death, Many of his dwelling. In this the family live and never fail to oe 
relatives were likewise noted for settlements made remember olden times, but prove that they are ” 
in the early times, two brothers who came with him Willing to “ give as God has given them,” by dis- -_ 
to America being prominent in the settlement of pensing a hearty and liberal hospitality. . 
Tryp The « . r¢ , . , $ nm , 6 . yy 
New York. His father was a farmer and all. his Mr. Wilcox was married Oct, 18, 1838, to Miss —s, 
‘ancestors were interested in pursuits of that ehar- Mary M. Jones, a native of New Providence, born af 
acter, John Wileox engaged in marriage with | in 1821. She is the daughter of Erastus and Cath- s 
m 
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erine (Bedell) Jones: Her father was a native of 
Massachusetts, and her mother of New Jersey, a 
descendant of the earliest settlers of that State. 
They are the parents of three children, The eld- 
est is Mrs. Carrie J. Winnie, who resides with her 
parents, and is the mother of two children, by name 
Lucas D., Jr., and May W. Lucas D. married 
Fannie T. Horton, and manages the home farm. 
The two sons of Mr, and Mrs. Wilcox are named 
Erastus and Harry C. The eldest of these lives at 
Fort Sumner, N. M., where he owns a cattle ranch. 
Harry C. is located at Arkansas City, Kan., as a 
conductor on the A.) T. & St. F. R. R. He united 
in the bonds of matrimony with Maggie M. 
Rogers. ; 

Mr. Wilcox in politics is a Republican, and is 
stanch and firm in his devotion to his principles and 
in his affiliation with the party. 
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AVID BROWN. As a representative of 
the agricultural class of this county and a 
gentleman who thoroughly understands the 
vocation which he follows, as well as a 

man who has sueceeded in life otherwise than as 

the recipient of any legacy, we take pleasure in 
presenting to our readers the name heading this 
biographical notice, Mr, Brown is at present re- 
siding on his farm on section 21, Spring Rock 


* Township, and may there be found industriously 


engaged in the prosecution of his independent 
calling. | 

The parents of David Brown were John and 
Polly (White) Brown. The father was a native of 
Kentucky, and the mother of Virginia, and the 
former was of Scotch and English descent, and the 
latter of English and Irish ancestry. They were 
married and settled near Wheeling, W. Va., and 
lafterward removed to Delaware County, Ohio, 
reaching that State soon after the War of 1812. 


“They both died at the home of our subject. Their 


family of children was twelve in number, and 
named Naney, Joseph, John, James, William, Cur- 


iy rie, David, Jane, Harriet, Fernando H., Newton 
(| HL. and Charles W. . 


David Brown was born in Delaware County, 


eerie iT ieoekeion 
Zn 


: uy 23; Epa v.SoeRA {apn y 
y as a 
Si ia hota onl +2 ees a eh ~ 


rr bs v= 






CLINTON COUNTY. 





’ 
- 
/ << 
UNS 5 
weer re, 
eo 
[oo 9 22s aa24) f - a 
betttene TTT ibiatibatsiiisadisiy Nive) : XEXIAXABAUAXKEAXXEXELEEIEIY ) a ~ 
TTIEUT asda ta eerie esis pple te irerea : ‘a e 
Pat irireessccetistisresessscei isin seis ott eee 
SPL E Pee E LIL ee ~ ites rx SEES be EE SEES ease ees Sf inlL - 
Gurxyryrri1riyy > | etme eae ark 
vires 
RE : 
gy: * 
f 
3: 
at ic 
- 


Ohio, March 22, 1819. He received a common- 
school education, as good as was to be obtained in 
those days in the community in which he lived, and 
followed agricultural pursuits in his native county 
and developed into manhood. He became the 
owner of three farms, at different times, in Delaware 
County, and occupied his time in agricultural pur- 
suits in that county until 1867. He then disposed 
of his real and personal interests there and came to 
Clinton County. The journey was made in the fall 
of the year last named, with a team, and on his 
arrival here he purchased 251 acres of land in 
Liberty Township, locating about two miles north 
of Wheatland: He settled on this tract and was en- 
gaged in its improvement and cultivation until 
1871, when he sold it and removed to Wheatland, 
and was there a resident until 1882. While residing 
at Wheatland his time was mostly occupied in 
carrying on the coal and wood business. He pur- 
chased sixty acres of land where he now resides, 
and made settlement on it in the spring of 1882, and 
has subsequently increased his landed interests 
until he at present is the owner of 105 acres, sixty 
of which is under an advanced state of cultivation. 
He also owns a house and lot in the village of 
Wheatland, 

David Brown was first married in Delaware 
County, Ohio, Jan, 14, 1844, when Miss Fannie 
Page became his wife. She was a daughter of 
Harmon and Hannah (Taylor) Page, natives of 
York State. Our subject’s union with Miss Page 
was blest by the birth of nine children—Fletcher 
L., Hannah, 'Tyrus, Eliza, Clarissa V., Florence E., 
Charley, Enolia D. and James F. Fletcher mar- 
ried Sarah Von Sickle, who is now deceased; he 
resides in Ohio and has one child, Bertie. Hannah 
died when about six years old. Tyrus died when 
nine years of age. Eliza is the wife of Myron D. 
Von Sickle, and they have three children—Kstella, 
Ray and Glenn, Clarissa became the wife of 
George Grouell, and departed this life in Septem- 
ber, 1878, leaving to the care of her husband three 
children—Harry D., Fannie and Freddie, Florence 
was united in marriage with C. B. Martin, and they 
are residing at Cedar Rapids, Iowa, where he is a 
practicing physician. Charlie is a harness-maker, 
and follows his trade in Monticello, Jones County, 
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Knolia is the wife of W. H. Schodde, who resides in 
Cedar Rapids, and their two children are Florence 
and Albert. James F. is a harness-maker, and is 
working at his trade in Calamus. He married 
Alice Owens, and to them four children—Pearl, 
David, Cecil and Millie M.—have been born. The 
good wife and mother of these children, she who 
had accompanied our subject through twenty-six 
years of married life, died in April, 1867. 

Mr. Brown formed a second matrimonial alliance 
in Spring Rock Township, Dee. 8, 1875, with Mrs. 
Millie F, Grouell, daughter of James and Lydia 
(Whiston) Cummings, and widow of Joseph J. 
Grouell. Mr. Grouell was a soldier in the late 
Civil War, and fell while fighting in defense of his 
country’s flag at the siege of Vicksburg, July 31, 
18635. Ile was born in Germany Aug. 29, 1837, 
and was a member of Co. I, 26th Iowa Vol. Inf. 
Mrs. Brown has had by her union with him two 
children—Louis EK. and Elmer J. Louis is living 
in Spring Rock ‘Township, and is a farmer by yoea- 
tion, and Elmer died in infancy. 

Mrs. Brown was born in Otsego County, N. Y., 
Feb, 7, 1842. By her union with Mr. Brown she 
has had one child, Edna L. Iler parents were of 
Knglish ancestry, and our subject and his wife, 
religiously, are members of the Presbyterian 
Church. 

In polities Mr, Brown is a Republican, and never 
fails to vote with that party when opportunity 
affords, He has held some of the minor oflices of 
his township since residing here, and while living’ 
in Ohio he served for three successive years as 
Township Trustee, 


ee =a: 
yp ALTER Ll. HAYES, Judge of the Seventh 
Judicial District of Lowa, is a native of 
Marshall, Mich., where he-was born Dee. 9, 
1841, and is the son of Dr, Andrew L. and Clarissa 
Selden (Hart) Hayes. The father was a native of 
New Hampshire, of Scotch-Irish ancestry, a scion of 
the New England Hayes family. His mother was 
born in Durham, New York, of English descent, her 
ancestry running back to the early Puritan stock of 
New England. 
Walter I. Hayes was reared to the age of nine- 
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again in 1875, In 1876 he was the Democratic can- 








teen years at Marshall, attending the commonh, 

schools there and then entering the law office of} 

Hughes & Woolley, where he commenced reading’ 

law. He subsequently-graduated at the Law School | 

at Ann Arbor, Mich., and was admitted to the b =i el ; 
in that State in 1863. The following year he be-fi' 

came a member of the firm of his late preceptors, :) 

and the firm name was changed to Hughes, Woolley” 

& Hayes, He was United States Commissioner for 


the Eastern District of Michigan from 1864 till he |) ~ 
left his native State, and was City Attorney of |||! 
Marshall, f 


In 1866, a desirable partnership being offered by 
Gen. N. B. Baker, late Adjutant-General of Towa, = 
Judge Hayes removed to Clinton, where he engaged i i 
in the practice of law. The firm then was Baker & 
Hayes, and thus continued until Gen. Baker re- 
moved to Des Moines, and Mr, Hayes remained 
without a partner until 1872. ‘He then became ac- 
quainted and associated with Eon. Geo. B. Young, 
the Circuit Judge, which position the latter resigned 
in order to resume his practice. The firm of Hayes 
& Young continued until August, 1875. At that 
time the Seventh Judicial Distriet bar recommended 
Mr, Hayes, and he was appointed by Goy. Carpen- 
ter to conduct the unexpired term of Judge Bran- 
nan, resigned, and in the October following he was 
elected to the same position, that of Judge of the 
Seventh Judicial District, which he has filled with 
credit since, 













Ie was United States Commissioner for Lowa in 
1867, and held that position until he went upon the ~ 
bench. He was elected City Attorney of Clinton | 
in 1869, and was City Solicitor in 1870-71, and 










didate for a seat on the supreme bench of the State, 
having been nominated by acclamation, and again 
In 1583 he was nominated for the supreme bench of 








Lowa by the Democrats and ran some thousands of ‘ 
Votes ahead of his ticket, as he has in fact always o 
run ahead when a candidate. He was a delegate to | a, , 
the Democratic State Convention of Michigan in fore 
1864; also to the Iowa Demoeratic State Conven- ‘es 
tions, as a rule, since 1868, and to nearly all the ‘i 
Congressional Conventions of his district since that ; \. 
period, In 1872 he wasan alternate delegate to and ; a 
acted in the Baltimore Convention that nominated fo 
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Horace Greeley fori the presidency, and when ap- | with far more than ordinary success in the prosecu- 
pointed Judge was Chairman of the Clinton County | tion of his chosen vocation. 
Democratic Committee, a member of the District Mr. Schwartz was married in Center Township, 
Congressional Committee and a member of the | Feb. 17, 1876, to Emma Rockrohr, a native of Wis- 
State Democratic Committee. He is a Director of | consin, born Sept. 11, 1855. Her parents were Fred- 
the Clinton National Bank, and holds a high posi- | erick and Anna Rockrohr, Of the union of Mr. 
tion in that city. and Mrs. Schwartz three children have been born, 
Judge Hayes was united in marriage with Miss | namely: Albert, born March 31, 1878; Francis, 
Frances L., daughter of W. F. Coan, President of | June 27, 1879; and Otto, who died in his fifth year, 
the Clinton National Bank. Dec. 20, 1885, 

Mr. Schwartz is an extensive raiser of stock, He 
keeps about one hundred head of cattle and eight 
head of horses on his farm, and fattens from one 
hundred to one hundred and fifty head of hogs an- 
nually. He also plants about one hundred acres of 

W. SCHWARTZ. 'Tothe sturdy and ener- | corn and fifty acres of small grain, and cuts some 
getic natives of Germany, in a great meas- | Sixty-five acres of grass. In addition to the raising 
ure, is attributable the development and | Of stock he generally feeds about three carloads of 
progress that Clinton County has made during the stock annually for shipping. The value of his farm 
past thirty or forty years, As a general thing they | at the time of purchase was $16,000, and he has 
came here poor in pocket, but with an abundance | added numerous improvements to the place until it 
of energy and perseverance and a firm faith in the | is one of the finest to be found in Clinton County. 
future development of the country, and conse- In politics our subject is identified with the Re- 
quently many of them have fine farms with ood publican party, and never fails to cast his vote for 
improvements upon them, and have met with suc- | its candidates when opportunity affords. 
cesss, Among this number is the gentleman of 
whom we write, engaged in farming and stock-rais- se = 
ing and residing on section 4, Berlin 'Township, 
The parents of Mr. Schwartz were Andrew and ILLIAM KAMMER. As an example of 
Louisa (Schnitz) Schwartz, natives of Germany. what energy and perseverance may accom- 
They came to America about 1856, and soon made plish we are pleased to give a few facts re-. 
their way to this county and settled in Center garding the life of the gentleman whose name heads 
Township, where they are yet residing. Their fam- | this notice. Born of poor but honest parents, he 
ily of children consists of two sons and one daugh- | started out to fight life’s battles with no legacy save 
ter. Our subject is the eldest. an abundance of energy and perseverance, and 
F. W. Schwartz was born in Germany, Nov. 12, | what he has acquired of this world’s goods he has 
1850, and was five years of age when his parents | made himself, 
emigrated to this country, His early years were William Kammer was born in Germany Oct. 12, 
=) passed on the farm and in acquiring an education in | 1818. He continued to reside in his native land 
the common schools, and since coming to this | until 1852. In the spring of that year he set sail 
, county, in 1855, he has been engaged continually | for the United States, arriving in New York City 
‘ae in agricultural pursuits. His residence contin- June 8, From there he went to Philadelphia, 
ued to be in Center Township until 1883,-when he | where he learned the chair- maker’s trade, at which 
=e moved to Berlin Township and settled on section 4, | he worked for a few months and then engaged in 
where he is now residing. He is the proprietor of gardening. In 1854 he eame to this county and 
MA 320 acres, the major portion of which is under an purchased eighty acres of land in Liberty Town- § 
advanced state of cultivation, and he is meeting ship, on section 5, upon which he settled and has’ & 
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since resided, industriously engaged in the vocation 
of a farmer, 

Mr. Kammer was married in this county July 5; 
1858, to Hannah Linney. She was born in En- 
gland April 16, 1826, and came to this country in 
1853. Of the union of Mr. and Mrs. Kammer three 
children—Sarah J., John and Elizabeth—have been 
born, Sarah J. is the wife of Taylor Stevenson, 
and they reside in Clinton County, and she has be- 
come the mother of three children—James, Pearl 
and Hannah. John married Ella Stevenson, a na- 
tive of Whiteside County, IIL, and they are resi- 
dents of Sharon Township. Elizabeth is the wife 
of Thomas Stevenson, who is also a resident of 
Sharon Township and a farmer by vocation, and 
they have one child—William. 

Mr. and Mrs, Kammer of this notice are mem- 
bers of the Congregational Church. In polities our 
subject is independent. Iand in hand this worthy 
couple have climbed the hill of life together, and 
they now enjoy a well-earned competency, the re- 
sult of their own labors, 
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DWARD P. SIMMONS. The subject of 
this biography is one of the first men among 
the prominent citizens of Clinton County, 
and holds the office of Postmaster in Toronto. He 
is also a merchant, and the entire population of 
Liberty ‘Township find in his yaried assortment of 
goods those things which will please. Ma. Simmons 
has proved not only a man of extended usefulness, 
but one who is ever genial and friendly to his pat- 
rons, and it is no wonder that he has won a wide 
circle of friends and that his trade extends over a 
large part of the county. 

Mr. Simmons was born in Ireland, Feb. 29, 1828. 
He came to America in 1848, having, while living 
in his native land, been engaged in farming, On 
emigrating, he lived three years in New York, and 

Was there in a white-lead factory. He came to 
Clinton County in 1851, and settled in Liberty 
Township, where he purchased forty acres on seec- 
tion 18, and engaged in farming until 1869. He 
then sold his personal property, and, renting his 
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farm, returned to his native land for a visit. 
spent about five months in Ireland, and on return- 
ing to Lowa built a house in Toronto, in which he 


has since lived. It was in 1870 that he erected his 


residence, and in company with D. D. Klise, en-) 
Te Pal | 


They continued together for two years, at the ex-)) 


gaged in the grain, coal and lumber business. 
piration of which time Mr. S. bought out his part- 
ner’s interest in the business and has since contin- 
ued it alone. In the spring of 1882 he bought of 
Hugh Forbes his merchandise and buildings in 'To- 
ronto. He now carriesastock of about $5,000, and 
has a good, satisfactory trade. He is kind and 
courteous to purchasers. 

Mr. Simmons was married in Treland, Oct. 29, 
1848, to Mary A. Monks, who was also born in the 
Kmerald Isle, 

Mr. S$. has held all the offices in his township 
from the lowest to the highest and has been Justice 
of ‘the Peace for twenty-eight years, He was p= 
pointed Postmaster under President Cleveland in 
August, 1885, succeeding George W. Thorn. He 
and his wife are prominent members of the Cath- 
olic Church, and in polities he is identified with the 
Democratic party, Te is a man who does his duty 
bravely and well, and who has risen above all diffi- 
culty to a position requiring ability, force of pur- 
pose and strength of will, and no youth need feel 
that he cannot win the emoluments of public office, 
if he is willing to stand ready and prove himself 
worthy of the confidence of the people at large and 
ably discharge the duties he may be called upon to 
perform. 


-_> 





~#OGoufC S50 }+040" $< — 


\A\ AJ. FB. P. KITTENRING. One of the 
leading citizens of De Witt and a promi- 
nent and worthy man, noted besides for 
his record as a soldier, is found in the per- 

son of our subject. -He was Postmaster’of De Witt 
for over eight years. He oceupies a wide sphere 
of usefulness and is one whose labors are directed 
for good toward the community of which he is a 
member. He was born in Lycoming County, Pa., 
Jan. 28, 1836. His father, Henry Kittenring, was 
born in Bavaria in 1804. He learned the trade of 
wagon-maker, working at it in different parts of 
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“= Bavaria and France, and about 1825 came to | regiment. He was twice wounded, first at the § 
‘ ‘\ America and settled at Philadelphia, where he | siege of Vicksburg, where he received a eunshot in se 
’, =| worked at his trade. From there he went to Read- | the neck; and second, at Spanish Fort, where the 


sat 


ing, thence to Williamsport and purchased a farm, | bone of his right arm was cut into with a ball and 
and devoted his time to agricultural pursuits. In | seriously injured, He was sent to the hospital for 
the year 1844 he sold out his property and emi- | a time and afterward received a furlough, but re- 
erated to Illinois, where he spent a winter in Rock | joined his regiment after a short trip home 
Island, and in the spring of 1845 removed to Iowa. and served until May, 1866. He was promoted 
Settling down, he began farming in Scott County, | Second Lieutenant July 1, 1868, then First 
Iowa, two years after which date he removed to the | Lieutenant in January, 1864, and to the rank of 
city of Davenport and engaged as carpenter and | Captain in July, 1864. After the battle of Spanish 
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builder, continuing in this vocation until 1857. | Fort he was breveted Major. His courage anil ii 
At that time he removed to Andalusia, Rock Isl- | prompt action in time of danger won. him (listine- : 
' | and Co., Ill., where he bought a home, in which he | tion and gave him a high place in the hearts of his 
? i lived until the date of his death, in 1859. He was | fellow-soldiers. a 
| married in the State of Pennsylvania to Agnes After his discharge from the service, Maj. Kit- ce 
-. * Stabler, who was born in Wurtemburg, Germany, | tenring returned to Davenport, where he worked at i 
Lo ee and to them were born four children, as follows: | his trade, and, having taken the contract to build al 
> |) Fred P.; Kate, residing in Kansas; Henry, residing | the city school building in De Witt, he removed ii 
a - ‘ in the same State; and Jacob, who died there. thither, and continued to conduct the business Un- i 
st ni Our subject was nine years of age when he came | til 1878. At that time he was appointed Post- ie 
w= to Iowa with his parents. He attended the city | master, and continuously held the office since that ih ) 
= | schools at Davenport, and when seventeen years of | time up to 1886. He possesses the esteem and ih 
*, cn. age commenced an apprenticeship as a carpenter | confidence of the people and discharges his duty i ; 
oye” ¢ | and joiner. Working three years, he learned his | promptly and accurately. Ty 
ae 5 trade thoroughly and well, and was valued by his Maj. K. was married Oct. 4, 1867, to Eleanor it 
“6 if i employer. In 1858 he went to Memphis, Tenn., | Hender, born in Hull, England. They are the par- ty 
a. o% where his employer had taken contracts to build. | ents of four children—Frank, Fred M., Walter K. pu 
? < He remained there for nearly two years, then, on ac- | and Lewis. if 
Pa’, Vel count of the breaking out of the war, returned to Maj. Kittenring is a Republican in polities and i 
a, Davenport in August, 1862, and enlisted as a | takes an active interest in local business affairs, and y 
/ 4 fi). private in Co. B, 8th Lowa Vol. Inf. Serving four | is a member of the City Council. He belongs to : 
Ge He years and nine months in the Union Army, he was | several secret societies, among them Right Hand 2 
I discharged with his regiment May 6, 1866. He | Lodge, No. 281, A. F. & A, M.; Eagle Lodge, No. se 
l was an active participant in the battle of Shiloh, | 86, I, O. O. F.; De Witt Lodge, No. 40, A. O. U. if 
| His regiment was a part of Prentiss’ brigade. He | W., and M. B, Howard Post, No, 92, G. A. R. i ! 
(r=) was taken prisoner «t 5:30 p.m. on the first day of | 
ti hl the fight, and was compelled to remain in confine- SS Ss se) , 
a —_ ie = ~ment for seven months, after which he was paroled eh ° 
a ) \{}from Libby Prison, exchanged and finally rejoined liar A. RODEN. Clinton County is ie * 
ie } his regiment. He afterward took part in the battle =} dotted over with many well-improved farms, ‘t = 
th. am he ‘of Jackson, Miss., in the siege and capture of Vicks- Lz and a goodly number of them are owned by in 
. as i } burg, and in the capture or second battle of Jack- | men who began life poor in pocket, but with an in ’ 
: oie % NS rae son, Miss. He veteranized in January, 1864, and | abundance of energy and perseverance, which has if 
fs oe J after that was in the battles with Forrest and in | carried them successfully through all trials, and en- i 
74 es 1) the fights around Memphis. At the seige and cap- | abled them in the sunset of life to pass their days el 
ie, di of Spanish Fort, the honor was given to his | in peace and quiet. Among this class of citizens 18 AL 
iit 
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the subject of this notice, residing on section 4, | June 19, 1847, to Caroline F. Otto. She was born | 
Berlin Township, where he* is living in the enjoy- | in Germany Jan, 8, 1828, and has borne her hus- | 
ment of a competency obtained through years of | band ten children—Jolin A., Bertha <A., Hermine, — 
economy and laborious toil. Emma, Caroline, Ottilie, Albertina, Sophia, Louis | 
The parents of Ernest Roden were August L. | C, and Otto A. Sophia died in infancy. The rec- i, 
and Fredericks ©, (Bodecker) Roden, natives of | ord of the children who are living is as follows: 
Hanover, Germany. His father died in his native | John A. married Fredericka Bodecker and they re- 
land, and the mother of our subject still resides | side in Kansas. Bertha is the wife of Soren Jor- 
there. They had a family of five sons and six gensen, a farmer of Berlin 'Township. Hermine was 
daughters, % united in marriage with C. Ketlesen,.a farmer of 
Ernest A. Roden was born in Hanover, Germany, | Brookfield Township. Emma married Jens Christ- 
June 6, 1824. When twenty-three years of age, in ensen, and they are living in Sharon ‘Township. 
1847, he emigrated to this country, landing in New | Caroline married [ans Christensen, and they are 
York City March 6 of that year, after a tedious living in Brookfield Township, Ottilie is residing 
journey of sixty-six days on the ocean, The first | at home, Albertina is the wife of Julius Adrian, a 
year after his arrival in this country he made his | resident of Brookfield Township. Louis married 
residence in Northampton, Mass., where he was em- | Theckla Rutenbeck, and they are living in Brook- 
ployed in a woolen-factory. Te then went to Con- | field Township, and Otto, the youngest, is a resi- 
necticut and lived there fora little more than a year | dent of Berlin Township. 
working at the same business. While in Germany Mr. R. has held the office of Township Trustee, 
he was engaged in agricultural pursuits, and also | Justice of the Peace and Road Overseer, He 
attended the common schools and received a good | and his wife are members-of the German Lutheran 
education in his native tongue, In March, 1849, | Church. In politics he votes with the Democratic 
he left Connecticut with his family, and in April | party. 
following he and his wife and one child came to A090. AY AD) oH" 
Davenport, Iowa, and he was employed in a_ brick- . 


yard and other occupations in that city for about BAN K P. NAEVE. The subject of this 
two years. He then purchased a farm in Scott EK biography, who is one of the most promi- 
County and engaged in agricultural pursuits. The We nent men and citizens of Clinton County, 
place was located about seven miles west of Daven- | and is noteworthy also as an enterprising and success- 
port, and he worked it for about seven years, when | ful farmer, resides in Elk River Township, and is 
he disposed of it and bought another farm in the | extensively engaged in general stock-growing and 
same county. On the latter place he lived for three farming. His homestead, which is one of the hand- 
years, engaged in cultivating and improving it, | somest in the entire township, is located on section 
wien he sald it aad came to this county, arriving | 28, and has every modern improvement, while his 
in the spring of spa He rented land here | handsome grounds, barns and feed-stables, com- 
in Brookfield ‘Township, and for two years was oc- | pare favorably with the best in the county. 

cupied in farming, when he removed to Berlin Mr, Naeve was born in Sleswick-Holstein, Ger- 
Township. ‘There he first rented a farm, worked it many, April 7,1845. His father, John Naeve, was 
for two years and then purchased 160 acres on sec- formerly a German farmer and a native of the 
tion 4, where he has since been industriously en- | same Province in the country where he was reared. 
gaged in his chosen vocation, He has erected on | He was married to Catherina Peterson, who was 
his place a good, substantial residence on an eleya- | alse brought up in the same Province as her hus- 
tion, and has a picturesque and beautiful view from | band. Our subject is the youngest of three chil- 
his home. The major portion of his land is | dren born to his parents, the eldest of whom died 
tillable. Aug. 23, 1880, in this township, leaving a widow 
Mr, Roden was married at Northampton, Mass., | and two children, both of whom are buried, and the 
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widow became the second wife of Mr. Naeve, of 
this writing. The second child in order of birth 
was Catherina, wife of J. D. Ahrens, now residing 
in Lyons, this county, and retired from active busi- 
ness. He was formerly an extensive farmer in 
Center Township, following agriculture for a num- 
ber of years. In the summer of 1858, Mr. John 
Naeve and his wife, with their three children, 
to the United States and landed at Davenport, 
Two months later they came to Elk River 
bought 240 acres of 


‘ame 


Towa. 
Township, where the father 
land, The farm was only partly improved, and he 
afterward added considerably to it and has become 
one of the most extensive land-owners in the town- 
ship and county. Later he retired to Lyons, and, 
his wife’s health failing there, they moved to Cen- 
ter Township, where she died Oct, 30, 1881. The 
father returned to Lyons and is now living with his 
daughter, at the advanced age of seventy-four 
years. He was well known as an eminently worthy 
and influential citizen; has held office in this town- 
ship, and is an active and energetic man and 
solid Republican, 

Frank P. Naeve received a first-class sitar ation 
in the publie schools of Germany and of this coun- 
try. He remained at home until his first marriage, 
Sept. 28, 1867. The lady of his choice was Miss 
Anna Wiese, who was born in Holstein, Germany, 
April 19, 1825. She came to the United States 
with her parents when only a child, and they at 
once located in Clinton County, and are now re- 
siding in Lyons, retired from business. Mrs, 
Naeve of this writing was reared and educated. in 
this county, and after marriage became the mother 
of six children, as follows: Leona C., attended 
school at the Sisters’ Institute at Madison, Wis., 
for two years; John W.,"Frank D., Claus Henry, 
Dettef D. and Anna, ali at home. ‘They lost their 
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- mother by death, June 16, 1881. 

ro | Mr. Naeve is a man of large influence and intel- 

jet ll ligence. He is eminently: worthy of the respect 

a if Sy), and admiration he has gained both as aman and a 

td ay: /\ citizen, and has proved himself not only suited 

i ‘Bae | politically to positions for which the confidence of 
~ | the people name him, but is also active and indus-- 
~ \ | - trious and determined to make life a success, He was 







united in marriage a second time in this township, 
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most amiable and refined lady. She was the widow 
of his oldest’ brother, and her maiden name was 


July 30, 1884, and won for his life companion | 
She was born and reared in Jackson 


Lydia Roeh. 
County, Iowa, and her birthday occurs July 6; 
the year of her birth, 1856. Mr. and Mrs. Naeve are 
pleasantly located on their large farm, which con- 


sists of 320 acres and where they have a delightful 
residence, As to agriculture, Mr. Naeve has re- 
duced it to a science and has proven himself one 
Ile is 


also a breeder of stock, one of the progressive kind, 


of the most practical farmers in the county. 


and takes pride in giving to the people animals of 
the best blood only. 

Mr. Naeve has held the oflice of Township Col- 
lector for four his deceased 
brother at the time when he first became an incum- 
bent of that position, His brother, D. P., had 
filled this office more than ten Mr. Naeve 
has held minor offices, besides being Trustee for a % 
number of years. In politics he was formerly Re- 3 
publican, but on the introduction of prohibition he 
retired from it and now affiliates with the Democ- 
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A view of Mr. Naeve’s residence is shown on an- 


other page of this work. 
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M. WALL. The gentleman of whom this 
biographical sketch is written, is living in 
Clinton County, and is a lumber merchant 
who came from Washington, D. C., in 
1864, and settled in Wheatland, where he has since 
made his home. Ile was born in Indiana County, 
Pa., March 8, 1832. His parents were Samuel and 
Ann F. Moore, natives of Pennsylvania, The 
mother died in Clarion County, that State, and the 
father in Wheatland, Towa. When A. M. Hall was 
about eight years old his parents removed to Clar- 
ion County, Pa., where he lived until he attained 
the age of twenty years. During this time he at- 
tended school and worked in a woolen factory. 
About four years later he lived with an artist, learn- 
ing the trade of photographer, which he followed 
When he came to Wheatland, He soon, however, 
gave up the business and engaged in the furniture 
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trade for about two years, after which he took up 
work in lumber, which he has since followed. He 
has also handled agricultural implements for about 
two years. 

Mr. Hall was united in marriage in Jefferson 
County, Pa., Dec. 12, 1863, the lady of his choice 
being Susan C, Bender, a native of Pennsylvania. 
She bore him six children, as follows: Charles, 
Fannie, Abram, William, Maud and Grace. The 
latter is deceased. Mrs. Hall died in Wheatland, 
Towa, in 1872, and was mourned by a large circle 
of friends. 

Mr. Hall was again married, this time to Rhoda 
Schneider, who was born in Spring Rock Township, 
She was of German parentage and was married to 
Mr. Hall in Wheatland. Five children are the 
fruit of this union, namely; Josephine, Beatrice, 
Nelson, Samuel and Belva. 

Mr, Hall is the owner of valuable town property 
and has also done good public service. He was a 
soldier in the late war, enlisting from Jefferson 
County, Pa., being mustered into the service April 
1), 1861. Ile entered the 8th Pennsylvania Vol- 
unteer Infantry, and served three months, when he 
was discharged. He was with the army nearly all 
the time until the close of the war as a photog- 
rapher. In politics he is Republican. 


DD ENJAMIN F, DePUE. Prominent among 
| the representative citizens and eminent and 
6) influential men of Deep Creek Township, 
we find the subject of this biographical 
sketch, who now resides on section 11, where he 
owns 160 acres of land. This is well improved and 
highly cultivated, and he has been successfully en- 
gaged at his chosen vocation for about twenty years, 
Mr. DePue is of French ancestry, and was born in 
the Province of Ontario, Aug. 24, 1844. He came 
with his mother to Illinois from Canada. in 1849, 
and was at that time five years of age. His father 
(lied in Ontario when Benjamin was but three years 
of age. The former was a native of New York 
State, but was married in Canada after he went to 
that country. Whena young man he was an ex- 






Se (a) 
Kandi: STS ~~ 


rc} . - =i et , 
= ! ——_— | ww 
AAAS LAG PERTAIN XM x aa ARE RURA AG Ears | PCO 
LEERESERE % TESTEREELI EE My PRUE Peeetieea tre Mr yTerersiTse iti itiistarrititien OW Hi pS) : 
eee ea | eee eee Se yee d | Limernertamareemsend DL pocaistineecan oeceee neo oae MOR RRMSARNMAIT Cray /1M 7 | 
Saag LESRLRORS Lee eens XR RLE ERIE R EERE YEE U ERY KOA | 
eel | 


GTS | FAG 





a ae Pps amb | Peeters 
ee. i fF Syd =i a 
ras eet Al) | att 
perry t : 








tremely hard worker and was engaged in iron-mak-_ 
ing among the collieries of Ontario. I 

On her arrival in [linois with her children, Mrs. 
DePue settled in Lake County, and five years | 
later removed to Sterling, Jackson »Co., Lowa, 
where she lived for a time with all her children, ; 
consisting of four sons and two daughters. While} 
in that county she was united in marriage with 
Jacob Chupe. Later she went to Indiana, and sub- 
sequently returned to Lake County, HL, where she 
died in 1859. Her husband departed this life in 
Wisconsin, in 1882, 

Our subject remained with his mother until he 
reached the age of fourteen, when he started out in 
the world to battle alone. He was possessed of 
logical common sense and an independence of char- 
acter that buoyed him up and helped him over the 
hard places in life, and with a large amount. of 
cheerfulness, which has since developed into a fund 
of unfailing wit, he won his way. Ie was engaged 
with a farmer, which labor he pursued for some 
time, 

Mr. DePue was married in Deep Creek ‘Township, 
March 26, 1864, to Miss Emma Cook, daughter of 
B. T. and Matilda (Ellis) Cook. Mrs. DePue’s 
father, who is a farmer, now lives retired, in Deep 
Creek Township, where he owns a large farm on 
section 2. Mrs. DePue was born in Lake County, 
Ill., Dec. 28, 1848. She was only five years of age 
when her father, in 1853, went over the prairies of 
that State and came to the rich soil of this county. 
They crossed the country overland in a wagon, 
This township was then new, and their home was - 
first situated on the unbroken prairie, but is now 
considered one of the. handsomest and most finely 
located in the county. Mrs, DePue lived in the 
home of her father until her marriage, and received 
a good education in the district schools and sem- 
inary at Mount V ernon, Linn Co., Towa. She is 
the mother of five children, namely: Francis M., 
Ambrose F., Matilda H., Elsie L. and Chaney A. 

After the marriage of Mr, and Mrs. DePue they 
settled on a portion of his present farm, at. first 
consisting of forty acres, which he has increased 
three times since he first came to the place in 1863, 
one year before his marriage. 

Mrs. DePue is a live, earnest member of the 
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Methodist Episeopal Church, in which she has 
labored since girlhood. Her religion is a lovely. 
outgrowth of those beauties shown in the life of 
Christ Jesus. In polities Mr. DePue is a Repub- 
lican, and he is always spoken of among his neigh- 
bors asa man of exceeding drollery, providing a 
fund of joviality for those with whom he converses. 
He always produces a witticism with a quiet gravity 
of manner which conyulses the hearer. He is a 
kind-hearted husband and father, a first-class citi- 
zen, and one whom the community regards as a 
noble example of industry and enterprise. 


ROR 


PHRAIM FRICKE. Noteworthy in the his- 
L tory of Clinton County, among the more 
< prominent men and enterprising citizens 
resident within her borders, is the name of our sub- 
ject, now living at Horntown, Of him may be 
written a biography containing those points of in- 
terest which a life full of, purpose and replete with 
perseverance and industry offers. Mr, Fricke, who 
is a Prussian by birth, was born Dec. 1, 1819, in 
Prussian Germany. His father was a farmer by 
occupation, and he was reared to agricultural pur- 
suits at home, and grew up under its peaceful shel- 
ter until he had reached the age of sixteen years, 
Attaining the years approaching manhood with 
a strong and well-endowed nature, he was better 
fitted to combat with the struggling world than 
many older boys. He entered the conflict without 
a fear, and being keen and logical, ever alert to his 
own interest, and possessing judgment and pru- 
dence, he made his way in the world and success 
crowned his well-directed efforts. 

He was united in the bonds of matrimony within 
the borders of his native country, and the maiden 
of his choice was Mary Cramer. She was born in 
) the vicinity of her husband’s home, and they were 
‘U friends from early youth. She possessed womanliness 
% ofa large and gentle character, and was « wise and 
happy choice for the young man just beginning life, 
“| Mrs. Fricke was the daughter of a German stone- 
§ mason, with whom she made her home up to the 
time of her marriage. By her union with Mr. 
Fricke she was the mother of two children, one pow 
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living—Charles, residing at Buffalo Gap, Colo., 
active, energetic young man of business qualities, 
and destined to rise in the world and gain a high 
position among: the strong and noble ones who tri- 
umph in this life over obstacles and gain success fb 
last. Caroline was united in marriage with Herman 
Deed; she is now deceased, leaving five orphan 
children, 

In 1852 Mr. Fricke came to the United States 
with a hope of creating a home in the “land of the 
free,” and settled for a time in Elgin, Ul. He af- 
terward became a railroad employe, at which he 
continued for some length of time. He once pul 
chased eighty acres in De Witt, in this county, 0" 
which he farmed for some time, In February, 
1876, he came to this place and opened an estab- 
lishment containing general merchandise. He 
prospered in his business, from which he is now Te 
tired, and at the present day is owner of the largest 
part of [Horntown, together with about thirty-eight 
acres of land adjoining the town. His property is 
now all rented and he lives in quiet retirement with 
the consciousness of duty accomplished and a past 
filled with good and noble deeds. His wife died 
near De Witt in 1859, and he mourns the loss of a 
true-hearted and noble life companion. Tle W® 
Trustee in this township for two years. Politically; 
he is a stanch Democrat, and is one of the ablest 
men and worthiest and most reliable citizens that 
was ever connected with this section of country. 


E72 UOMAS ATKINSON, by occupation a farm 
ys ey, Whose residence is situated on section 16, 
S) Berlin Township, is the subject of this per- 
ane 






sonal history. His parents, Jeremiah and J 
(Jackson) Atkinson, who were natives of England, 
died, and the subject of this sketch came to Amers 
ica at the age of twenty years. He was born ™ 
England, Aug, 26, 1851, and lived there during the 
intervening years. On reaching the soil of the 
United States, he came to this county and remained: 
a short time, and then removed to Scott County. 
He then returned to Clinton County, where he hes 
since lived. He settled in Berlin Township ™ the 
spring of 1871, and is now the owner of 120 acres 
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Of land, all tillable., 
set of buildings, and has actively engaged in agri- 


Upon it he has erected a fine 


cultural pursuits since 1857, 

He was married in England, Jan. 17, 1852, to 
Elizabeth Mowthorpe, a native of England. Mrs. 
Atkinson’s parents, John and Margaret (Stones) 
Mowthorpe, were natives of England, where her 
father died, departing a life filled with usefulness, 
and the wife of his youth, who survives him, re- 
sides in Berlin Township with her daughter, Mrs. 
Atkinson, 

Mr. and Mrs. Atkinson are the parents of nine 
children, as follows: Margaret E., John M., Will- 
iam M., Henry L., George A., Charles Ie., Frederick 
J., and Franklin T. Mary died in infaney, in 


Davenport. Margaret is the wife of Thomas C. 
Morrison, and resides in Ida County, Iowa. John 
M. is in Ida County, Iowa, and isa farmer. Will- 


iam is in Sioux County, Iowa, and is also a farmer, 
Henry, who likewise engages in agricultural pur- 
suits, also resides in Iowa. ‘The other children re- 
main at home. 

Mr, Atkinson has done much good in a public 
way, giving his hearty assistance when called for, 
and proving his worthiness to official position. He 
has been School Director and has filled many minor 
offices, Both himself and wife are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and are devoted to 
the nohle works of Him who went about doing 
good, "They labor earnestly and faithfully, and 
throughout their lives shines the light of a pure 
and undefiled religion, In polities he is a Repub- 


lican, 
NT OT 


_YMAN JUDSON CURTIS was born in Olive 
© Township, Clinton County, Towa, August 
= 19, 1853, and is the son of Rev, De Witt C. 
and Mary (Alger) Curtis, (See sketch.) Ie was 
reared on the farm, receiving his early education 
in the common schools and advanced by one term 
at Wilton Junetion, When he was seven years of 
age he went to live with his grandfather, Lyman 
Alger, and made his home with him until the lat- 
ter’s death. At his demise he beeame heir to the 
homestead of 700 acres of land. 
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whose birthplace was Bridgeport, Madison Co., N. 
Y. She was the daughter of Adelbert F, and Cla- 
rissa (Traver) Rector. They have one echild— 
dlanche KE, 

Mr. Curtis is a man of sound principle, is highly 
thought of in the community, and is well esteemed 
for his excellent moral character, goodness and 
ability. 

In polities he is Republican, and supports the 
principles and candidates of his party with a hearty 


zeal, 
Stet 


AMES DEVITT. Prominent among the 
leading farmers and prosperous citizens of 
Clinton County may be found ‘the name of 

C our subject, who is quoted mong the former 
as an influential citizen and a first-class agricultur- 
ist. His home is situated on section 20, and he 
came to this section in the fall of 1847, settling in 
Liberty Township, where he took up 560’aeres. He 
settled on section 20 when he entered his land, 
erected good buildings, and has there lived since 
1849, He is now the owner of 540 acres in Lib- 
erty ‘Township, and 40 acres in Cedar County. 
He keeps 100 head of cattle, 7 head of horses and 
fattens annually about 60 head of hogs. Not less 
than 480 acres of his farm land is tillable, and no 
farmer is his superior in this section of country, 
He was born in County Mayo, Ireland, in May, 
1818. His parents were Owen and Ellen De- 
vitt. The family came to America in 1851, land- 
ing in Quebee, Ont. One year later they came to 
Indiana, where the parents lived for thirteen years. 
His father died in Canada in 1852, and his mother 
died in 1850 in Clinton County. There were 
twelve children, only three of whom are living— 
Catherine, who is the widow of Michael McAndrews: 
Rose, the wife of John Keane, and our subject. 
The family after they left Canada went first to 
Pennsylvania, then went to New York State, then to 
Ohio, then to Indiana, and in 1847 came to Towa. 
He was married in Jennings County, Ind., in 
September, 1848, to Mary Moore, a native of Ire- 
land. Mr, and Mrs. Devitt by their union have eight 
children, as follows: Eliza, Gilbert, Catherine, 


Jennie, William, John O., Mary and Ella, Gilbert 
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is employed by the C. M. & St. P. R. R. and is a 
reliable and esteemed young man; Catherine is the 
wife of G. W. Cochrane and resides in Liberty 
Township; William is a member of the police 
force, Chicago; James and John C, are under the 
parental roof; Mary is the wife of Jeremiah Mulvi- 
hill, and resides in Chicago; Ella also has a home 
in that city. 

Mr. D. has occupied the office of Postmaster in 
Liberty, and was the second Postmaster in the 
township. He held the office for about one and 
one-half years. He has also held the position of 
Supervisor, in which he remained for over two 
years, and has received the nomination for repre- 
sentative to the Legislature, being on the Greenback 
ticket and failing to be elected. This was in 1882, 
He has been Justice of the Peace for two years, and 
may be reckoned one of the leading men throughout 
this entire section of country. In polities he is an 
Independent, voting for principles, not men, Both 
himself and wife are members of the Catholic 
Church, in which they are devoted and active mem- 


bers. 


WR, ETER L. PETERSEN. Among the goodly 
land-owners of Deep Creek Township, as 
well as respected and honored citizens of 
this county, and its successful farmers, is 
the subject of this biographical notice. THe comes 
of that class of citizens noted for their energy and 
perseverance in almost any undertaking they may 
embark, and who have contributed so materially to 
the agricultural development of this county. Peter 
L. Petersen was born about a half mile from 
Sleswick, Germany, April 9, 1826. Tis father, 
Peter Petersen, was a native of the same Province, 
was a farmer by calling, and lived and died in his 
“native land. The mother of our subject, Kather- 
j 5 ine (Nave) Petersen, lived and died in the Province 
Jin which the subject of this notice was born. 

Peter L. Petersen was the fifth in order of birth 
hia in his parents’ family of eight children, and is the 
pari only one living in this country, he having lost a 
‘i brother while fighting in defense of his adopted 
1) country during the late Civil War, 

Mr. Petersen was united in marriage in his native 
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country with Miss Christina Matties. She was born 
of German parents, and reared to womanhood in 
the same Province as our subject, the date of her 
birth being May 17, 1837. She has borne her hus- 
band the following children: Lizzie, born Mareh 
4, 1861, is the wife of Peter Lamp, a farmer of 
Center Township; Augusta, born Aug, 3, 1866, is 
the wife of Matthias Gohlmann, and they are living 
near Welton; John P., born Sept. 18, 1868, and 
Henry, born Dec. 6, 1876, are both living at home. 

A short time after marriage, our subject, in com- 
pany with his family, emigrated to the United 
States, and soon after disembarking at New York, 
in 1855, made his way to this State and settled in 
this county. For three years he worked on the 
railroad, and in 1859 purchased eighty acres of 
land, on which he located and engaged in farming. 
Ile has added to his original purchase until he now 
owns 4234 acres of land, the major portion of which 
is improved, and about 100 acres of the place be- 
ing bottom and pasture land. Mr. Petersen is a 
self-made man, and what he has of this world’s 
goods he has made himself, Tle raises considerable 
stock, and in the prosecution of his vocation has 
met with more than ordinary success. His barns 
and his residence, together with other necessary 
out-buildings, are of stone, commodious and of 
modern pattern, Tis farm is well watered with a 
perpetual spring. 

Mr. Petersen is interested in the educational af- 
fairs of the community in which he resides, and has 
held the minor offices of his township. In_ polities 
he votes with the Democratic party. 


‘ 


AMES DEVINE. Among the young and 
energetic farmers of this county, as well as 
successful ones, who have succeeded thus 

© far in life through their Own perseverance, 

is the subject of this notice, residing on section 8, 

Berlin Township, where he is industriously engaged 

in the prosecution of his vocation. 

The parents of our subject, James, Sr., and Mary 
(Kean) Devine, natives of Ireland, emigrated to 
America, and the father died at LaSalle, Il., about 
1854. His good wife yet survives, 
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The subject of this biographical notice was horn 
on the Emerald Isle, in 1852, and was about two 
years of age when his parents crossed the briny 
waters and settled in this country. He came to 
this county about 1866, and settled in Berlin 
Township, where he has since resided and been en- 
gaged in agricultural pursuits. He is a self-made 
man in every respect the word implies, and his fine 
farm of 240 acres is indicative of what may be ac- 
quired through industry and economy, 

James Devine was married in Carrollton, Tl., 
Jan. 5, 1881, to Miss Mary Faircloth, and their 
union has been blest by the birth of three children 
—Nellie, Paul and Francis. Our subject has held 
the office of Roadmaster. He keeps about. fifty 
head of cattle and ten head of horses on his farm, 
and fattens about sixty head of hogs annually, 
Himself and wife are true and consistent members 
of the Catholie Church, In polities he yotes with 
the Democratic party, and is one of the leading 
representatives of the agricultural class of his town- 
ship. 

> 4d 


f}OHN COPENHAFER. Respected as a citi- 

zen, successful as a farmer, and honored for 

his sterling worth and integrity, as well as 

( for his straightforward and manly dealings 

with his fellow-man, is the subject of this notice, 

residing on section 23, Berlin Township, where he 
is engaged in agricultural pursuits, 

John Copenhafer’s parents, Henry and Elizabeth 
(Schnellbecker) Copenhafer, were natives of Penn- 
Sylvania, and there continued to reside until their 
demise; his father was engaged in agricultural pur- 
suits. They had three children, two sons and one 
daughter, and our subject was the youngest, 

John Copenhafer was born in York County, Pa;, 
March 19,1832, THe received a common-school 
education in his native State, was renred a farmer’s 
boy, and has followed ‘gricultural pursuits all his 
life. In 1863 he left. his native State, came West. 
wd located in Bureau County, Ill, where he worked 
ut his calling until 1880. 


In the spring of that 
year he 


‘auine to this county, and purehased 400 
veres Of land in Berlin Township, on which he lo- 


cated and where he has since lived. He hasa fine 


DELO S SS asset 
SENSU BERT EP EET 


° Q TEYATYYELYi yyy 





Fy “ | 
residence on his place, together with good and sub- | 


until it is one of the best to be found in Clinton 


County. 


Class, he occupies a position in the foremost ranks, | 
and his success is attributable to his own energy |; 


: Panes 

AY 
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and perseverance and not to the recipiency of any =" 


legacy. 

Mr, Copenhafer was married in Pennsylvania, 
Dee. 20, 1855, to Mary Shettle, a native of York 
County, that State. Her parents were Michael 
and Fannie (Kann) Shettle, who are yet living at 
an advanced age, at Princeton, Ill. Mr. and Mrs. 
Copenhafer are the parents of seven children—Au- 
gustus, William H., Martin, John W., Emma Je, 
Clara and Mary E. Augustus united in marriage 
with Catherine Ayers, and they are living in Kan- 
sas, having become the parents of one child; Km- 
ma J. became the wife of Frank Lefevre, a 
farmer of Berlin Township, 

Mr. Copenhafer generally keeps about seventy- 
live head of cattle and twelve head of horses on his 
place, and fattens about one hundred head for the 
market annually, Te has been Overseer of High- 
ways, and he and his wife are members of the 
Lutheran Church. In politics he votes with the 
Republican party. 


Sate! SS t= o—< 


~ E WITT CLINTON COOK, M.D. Prom- 
inent as a professional gentleman, re- 
spected as a citizen,and honored for his 
sterling worth and integrity, is. the sub- 
ject of this notice, residing in Calamus. He was 
born in Branchport, Yates Co., N. Y., May 3, 1850, 
His father, Burnett Cook, was a native of ‘Tomp- 
kins County, that State, as likewise was the grand- 
father of our subject, Nathaniel Cook. 

Burnett Cook was reared a farmer’s boy, and he 
followed that occupation in his native county, and 
was there married to Therza Hoyt, born in Liteh- 
field County, Conn. After their marriage our sub- 
ject’s pavents settled in Erie County, N. Y., and 
later in Yates County, where they lived until 1856, 





They then moved to Ohio and remained a year, 
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when they came to this State and took up their 


residence in Scott County. ‘They continued to re- 
side in the latter until our subject’s father purchased 
land in Liberty ‘Township, this county, on which 
he moved and where he was occupied in farming until 
1876. His wife died there in 1873, and in 1876 
he sold his farm and, witha span of horses and a 
wagon, went to Kansas. In Phillips County, that 
State, he entered a tract of Government land on 
which he located and has since made his home, 
having attained the age of eighty-one years, and is 
yet hale and hearty. Of his family of ten children, 
three are living—Benjamin, a resident of Sioux 
City, Iowa; Lucy, wife of J. A, Wakefield, living 
at Sioux, and the subject of this notice. One of 
his sons, Charles E., served in the Lith Iowa Vol- 
unteer Infantry, of the Civil War, and died in this 
county in 1875. 

De Witt Cook is the youngest of his parents’ 
family. He attended the common schools and as- 
sisted his father on the farm until nineteen years of 
age, when he supplemented his education by a 
course at Cornell College, at Mount Vernon, of 
one year, He then entered the office of Dr. Cot- 
ton, of New Liberty, Scott County, and for three 
years studied medicine under his instruction, then 
went to Iowa City, where he graduated with hon- 
ors in 1875. He then located at Calamus, where 
he practiced his profession for nine years, and also 
practiced a year at Fletcher, Sac County. 

Dr. Cook was married’ Noy. 4, 1872, to Anna 
Matthews, born in Seott County, Iowa. She is a 


daughter of Archer and Rebecea (Foster) Matthews, 


the former a native of Virginia and the latter of 
Kentucky, both pioneers of Scott County, Iowa, 
The father of Mrs. Cook was born in Virginia, 
March 10, 1817, and when quite young moved to 
Michigan. He there developed into manhood, was 
married and removed from the State to Seott 


County, in 1852, settling in Spring Rock Township 
(on a tract of Government land which he entered, 

oy ~ ° ‘ * 
and where he continued to reside until 1881. 


He 


ay | then sold and mioved to Cedar County, where he 


— veckew! 


| purchased property four miles south of Tipton, 
Oi where he is at present residing, retired from active 
A labor, and enjoying the accumulations of a hand- 


Mrs. Cook’s mother died in 











1867. Of the union of Mr. and Mrs. Cook, two 
children, Warren H. and Edna T., have been born. 
In politics Dr. Cook votes with the Republican 





party. Socially he is a member of the A. O. U. 
W. and the A. F. & A. M. 
$5++23{ +S. +—— Seog 





pioneer 
was born 


DWARD FRANKLIN OWEN, a 
of 1839, anda resident of Calamus, 5 
in Boston, Erie Co., N. Y., Jan. 12, 181%. 
William R. Owen, was an early settler 
He bought timber land and owned 4 
farm, which he cleared and cultivated in that 
vicinity, residing there his entire life. Our sub- 
jects’s mother was Chloe Hatch, and she died at the 
home of our subject in Olive Township, There 
were five children, of whom our subject was the 


\) 
[s 
me 
hae. 
Ilis father, 
in Boston. 


third child and second son, 

When he was nine years of age our subject went 
to live with a neighbor and worked for his board 
and clothes, with the privilege of attending school 
likewise. Ile went to school in the winter season 
and farmed in the summer, continuing his home 
with this man, Truman Cary, until 1839. 11 
October of that year he started West, coming PY 
way of the lakes to Chicago, where he met a friend 
who took him out into the county thirty-nine miles. 
He then worked for this man a few days, earning 
money to pay his way to Rockford. Reaching 
there, he succeeded in getting a position which he 
kept two weeks. Leaving there, he went by stage 
to Lyons, and from there on foot to the house of 
Oliver Alger, who was a resident of what is noW 
Olive Township, and one of its first’ settlers. Ile 
also formerly lived in Boston, N. Y, Mr, Owen 
had money enough to pay his stage fare to Fulton, 
and pawned a pair of shoes to pay his ferriage over 
the river, 

Our subject soon made a claim, but was unable 
to hold it, and never entered land from the Gov- 
ernment. Remaining with Mr. Alger until springs 
he went into the home of William Knight and 
lived with him as one of the family until 1548. 
He then went back to Illinois and located three 
miles above Oregon. There he engaged with 
stone, brick and plaster mason as an apprentice, to 
He had only been with his em- 





learn the trade, 
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CLINTON COUNTY. a 
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| county, born in 1780, In 1802 Wm, Bourne, with i GS 
his father-in-law, took a trip to New York State [12a 
with the intention, all things being equal, of set- 
tling in the Genesee Valley. They bought a house 
in Geneva to live in while they found lands to} 
buy, and it was during the winter of 1802-03 that 1 
the Legislature of New York passed a law pro-) 
hibiting slavery. At this they gave up their inten- 
tion and removed farther soutli, settling in Virginia, 
in Prince William County, where Mr. Bourne 
bought a farm on Cedar Run. Remaining in 
Virginia until 1812, Mr. Bourne sold out, and, 
accompanied by his wife and six children, to- 
gether with his slaves, started to the Ohio River 
across the mountains, Halting at a place near 
Wheeling, they bought a flatboat and embarked 
down the river for Louisville. From there they 
drove to Spencer County, Ky., where he and the 
family became early settlers. On account, of the 


ployer two weeks when he became a partner, and 
they entered the business and remained together 
for nine years in Ogle County. He then returned 
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to Olive Township and settled on a farm, residing 
there until 1871. 
and has resided here since, 


From there he came to Calamus 
He now owns 170 acres 
of land and an undivided one-half of: sixty-nine 
acres, and also an undivided one-half of thirty-two 
acres in Calamus, besides other property, including 
his residence and four lots in the city, 

Mr. Owen was married, in 1853, to Mariana M. 
Knight, who was born in Cattaraugus County, N. 
Y. She is the daughter of William and Roxana 
(Alger) Knight, pioneers of Olive Township. They 
have a family of five children, as follows: Ada, 
wife of E, G. Kenyon, who lives in Adams County, 
Iowa; Allie, wife of James F. Brown, of Calamus; 
Ida, a teacher in Calamus; Earl and Josie. 

Mr, Owen is in politics Republican. He has been 


‘Tire 


c : 
Sc eseebtacsessecsibsspssaseseacesestsead YS 








SSESOSCRSEE SR SEESESE4ESE SLES 


5 
oe ERR hE Pe R PSA EALESES 


Justice of the Peace for thirty-five years, and is a 
Ile is eminently fitted for 
public office and serves his town from a sense of 
duty and for the good of the people. He is Town- 
ship Clerk and Secretary of several district: and 
township societies. He was apnointed Notary 
Public in 1879. 


man of large ability. 


uncertainty of titles Mr. B. did not. buy land, but 
rented until 1824, when he built a keelboat, loaded 
all his effects and a year’s provisions, and with his 
family and slaves started for Missouri. Reaching 
the Ohio River by Salt River, he sailed down to 
the mighty “ Father of Waters,” expecting all the 
way to find assistance from some steamer which 





would tow him up the Mississippi River, but only 
one small boat appeared, which had not the power 
to tow them, and they were obliged to breast the 
eurrent as best they might. In the month of 
August they landed at Hannibal, Mo., then a ham- 
let of two or three log cabins. He took possession 
of a vacant house there, in which the family lived 
until the following December. One year later he 
bought a tract of wild land in Lewis County, im- 
proved the farm and made it his home until 1846, 
at which time his death occurred. 

The union of Mr, and Mrs. Bourne was crowned 
with the birth of ten children, seven of whom grew 
up, our subject being the sixth child. He was but 
two years of age when his parents removed to the 
wilds of Kentucky, and but thirteen when they 
Went into the State of Missouri, in which they were 
early settlers. lis pioneer life began in infancy, 
and as a pioneer he grew to manhood, knowing the 
hardships and feeling the inconvenience of those 
early days. He never had the advantage of free 


Mr. Owen is a man in whose hands the affairs of 
the public are managed with honesty and liberality. 
who labors for the best good of each man per- 
sonally, and who strives to fill with honor the posi- 
tion to which he is appointed. He has won his 
way by hard labor and strong efforts up to the 
point where he now stands, It has always been his 
good fortune to meet and make friends wherever 
he has heen, He is a member of Zareditha Lodge, 
No. 84, A. F. & A. M., and De Witt Chapter, R. 
A. M. 
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AMES D, BOURNE was born in Prince 
William County, Va., Jan. 27, 1811. THis 
father, William Bourne, was born in Calvert 
County, Md., in 1776, and was of English 

ancestry, He grew to manhood in his native 
county, reared on the farm, and was there married 
to Elizabeth Chesley, also a native of the same 
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. died Oct. 4, 
born Sept, 19, 
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+ schools, but in ‘Kentucky walked four miles to | as follows: James D., born June 3, 1843 
r ve attend a subscription school, while in Missouri he 1863, at Austin, Nev.; Zachary T., 

a. went for three months to one ten miles away. 1846, and died March 6, 1879, married Alice J. 
ae, ‘ He made his home with his parents until 1832, | Munson, daughter of Francis and Mary (Washburn ) 
Pi when he started out to seek his fortune. His sole Munson; 












































inet | earthly financial possessions consisted of a pony 
valued at $40 and $30 in cash, Pocketing 
his little all, a sufficient sum to supply him 
for the winter, he made directly for Galena, 
then a small village. Reaching Vinegar Hill, four 
miles from Galena, he worked at mining until the 
following January, when he went to Potosi, Grant 
Co., Wis., and in\company with his brother Robert 
and another man bought the mine at that place and 
erected a furnace. Remaining only until the fol- 
lowing May, he sold out his interest and went to 
that part of the Territory of Wisconsin now in- 
cluded in Iowa, and engaged in mining in the 
-vicinity® of Dubuque. This was in June, 1553, 
Meeting with varied success, he, in the month of 
August, 1836, came to Clinton County to the place 
where his brother had previously taken up a claim 
on the Wapsipinicon River, on section I, town- 
ship 80, range 5. ‘There he had built a double log 
house near an abandoned trading-post of the 
American Fur Company. In the log house he took 
up his abode alone, his property consisting of four 
dogs and a gun, which were his only companions. 
He spent the winter largely in hunting, killing 
nearly all kinds of game, including wolves and 
deer. In the spring he returned to Dubuque, but 
arriving there found a commission as Postmaster at 
Waubesepinicon awaiting him, and soon after he re- 
turned, followed by his brother, They commenced 
improving the land, and in 1840 he removed to the 
present site of De Witt, making his home with Col. 
Wheeler, and in the following year began the 
erection of the house which is to-day his home, It 
» is the oldest frame building in the county, and the 
MY Tumber from which it was built was drawn from 
| Fulton, Il. 
Mr. Bourne_was united in the bonds of matri- 
mony in 1841, with Christiana Dennis, daughter of 
eal Absalom and Mary A. (Merritt) Dennis, pioneers 
iD of Clinton County, who are identified with its every 
ipa movement in the way of progress or success. Their 


a union was productive of the birth of ten children, 
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she survives her husband and has two 
children—Abbie and Maud, Sarah, born July 1, 
1848, married J. S. Simpson and died in Missouri, 
Aug. 3, 1874, leaving one child—Harry B.; Mary 
E., born Dee. 1, 1849, married EK. D. Hadley, a 
banker in Luverne, Minn.; Pauline L., born Oct. 4, 
1853, married A. EK. Hess, and died in De Witt, 
Aug. 17, 1878; M. Virginia, born July 9, 1852, 
wife of G. W. Lamberson, lives in De Witt, and is 
the mother of two children—Mabel C, and James 
3.; Anna B., born May 23, 1859, died Nov, 28, 
1863; Jefferson D., born Noy. 16, 1862, died Novy. 
17, 1863; Knotley A., born March 10, 1865; 
Robert L. Lee, born March 29, 1868. 

Our subject was the first Sheriff of Clinton 
County, being appointed by Goy, Dodge, in 1840, 
and served eight years. United with his duties 
was the collection of the county taxes, when they 
amounted to but $300 per year, and when at the 
end of his service he vacated his office his county 
was wholly cleav of debt. He also took the census 
in 1840, and was Deputy United States Marshal 
in 1850. He was elected Reeorder and Treas- 
urer in 1851, serving two years, and was elected 
as Representative to the State Legislature, then 
meeting at Iowa City, in the year 1848, to repre- 
sent his county (Clinton). 
Whig up to the death of that party, and, though at 
present. he votes with the Democratic party, he 
claims to have held unaltered his opinions to the 
last. Fora number of years past he has occupied 
himself in looking after his private business affairs, 


and has acquired wealth in no small degree, being § 


the owner of nearly one thousand acres of land. 
Ie never has gained a jot or title of it by wrong or 
oppression of a fellow-man, He is the same gener- 
ous, kind-hearted friend and neighbor that he was 
when he owned not a single acre. He is an exten- 
sive reader, and, possessing a good memory, is well 
posted on the general topics of the day, and is a 
social, friendly and genial man, who has gained his 
all by honest personal effort exerted in the right 
direction. 
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other child whom they named Agatha. Mr. and ty 
Mrs. Levsen are members of the Lutheran Church ul 
at Charlotte and ably assist in supporting it. He is 

& Democrat in polities, and is not only highly re- 
spected as a citizen, but is considered one of the 
representative farmers of this section of country, 
and has won a wide circle of friends by his sterling’ 


Mr. B. is the oldest surviving pioneer now living 
H/: in Clinton County. He was Lieutenant in the 
i militia of Wisconsin. The records show that the 
ue county is indebted to him in the sum of $20, Te 
was appointed hy Judge Love, who is now on the 
bench, United States Commissioner. In 1864 he 
was admitted to the bar; his certificate is signed by 















Judge John F, Dillon, He, however, never prac- 
ticed his profession, He is one of the oldest settlers 
in Towa, and the second, if not the first, in the 
county in which he lives, 

As one of -the representative citizens of the 
county, as well as its oldest living pioneer, we take 
pleasure in presenting the portrait of Mr. Bourne 
in connection with this sketch. | 


worth and unvarying industry. 
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OHN COOK, farmer, residing on section 16, 
Berlin Township, is the subject of this per- 
sonal history. His parents were David and 
Mary (Stones) Cook, natives of England. 
They came to America in the fal] of 1 853, and soon 
settled in Washington Township, this county, where 
she died. Jan. 1, 1870. Mr. Cook, Sr., died at the 
residence of his son John, in Berlin Township, 
Feb. 15, 1885. Their family consisted of nine 
children, two of whom lived to attain maturity— 
John and Samuel. 
John Cook was born in England, Feb, 9, 1841, 
and was twelve years of age when he came to 
this country with his parents. He received a com- 
mon-school education, but it was somewhat limited, | | ic 
as he spent his arly life on his father’s farm. At 
the age of twenty-two he engaged in farming for 
himself, renting land for three years. This was in 
Washington Township, snd the lot included eighty 
acres which he bought in Berlin Township in the 
spring of 1867, on section 16. There he settled 
and has since lived, Pe has erected a fine set of 
buildings, second to none in the township, and he 
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LAUD GLUESING, one of the representa- 
tive farmers of Washington Township, whose 
home is situated on section 27, was born in 





¥; 
Holstein, Germany, March 2, 1836. He came to 
America March 10, 1866, and first trod the Ameri- 
can shores at New York. He then proceeded to 
this county and began his labors working by the 
month. This he followed for two and a half years, 
at the end of which time he rented a farm of 240 
acres and occupied it for the next four years, At 
the expiration of that time he bought eighty acres 
of land which he put under a high state of cultiva- 
tion, It was prolific and yields abundantly, and he 
feels an honest pride in his little estate. 

He was united in the holy bonds of matrimony 
with Agatha M, Leysen, Feb. 18, 1869. She was 
born June 29, 1848, in Sleswick, Germany, but 
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| 
| : | now Owns 415 acres in Clinton County, 400 of jy : 
aie r ’ ) » s Ye =) re . = g . . : e ° . J é es Ul ° 
: mes to the aiee is In 1852. At that time which is in tillable condition. He also possesses 
fig she was a child, Their family ‘Onsists \j : bacah ; , ; “s 
It) ew family consists of eight | 160 acres in Crawford, Towa. and 240 acres in | : 
| 


children, by name Mageie C., born Noy, 24, 1869: 
Annie C,, Jan, 9, 1872; Louisa, May 12, 1874; 
Johnnie, Noy, 10, 1876; Henry, Dee, 12, L878; 
Claus, March 2, 1881; Fred, April 5, 1883; Ber. 


Dickinson County, this State. aT | 
He was married in De W itt, March 3, 1863, to filly 
Emma Gearhart, daughter of William and Cath- | etha | 7 
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| erine (Oberholtzer) Gearhart, who were natives of jun ion 
i tha, Sept. 10, 1885, Pennsylvania, They came to Clinton County hth a 
ht Mrs. Gluesing is the daughter of Lorenz and An- about the year 1855, and settled in Welton Town- a) | 
i nie C. (Ciberson) Leysen. Mrs. Levsen is one of | ship, where they still reside. icy re 
tk 81x brothers and sisters, four of whom survive, as Mrs. Cook was born in Pennsylvania, June 18, . 
i. 8 follows: Richard, Christian, Mary and Andrew. 






1845, and by her union with Mr. Cook has seven 
children, as follows: Innocence, Samuel S., Mary 
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Agatha is one of the deceased, They have had one 
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C., William 0., Chris J., Lydia E. and Eva S$. In- 
nocence and Eva are deceased. She is a member 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and is a gentle 
and womanly adherent to the principles of the re- 
ligion of Christ Jesus. Her good works are dis- 
pensed freely, and she believes in the command 
“ Let not thy left hand know what thy right hand 
doeth.” 

Mr. Cook has held the office of Justice of the 
Peace for some-time, has been School Treasurer 
and Road Overseer, and has shown himself a man 
well adapted to public office. He is a Republican 


| in polities. 
i SS oe 


ETER LAMP, a farmer residing on section 
18, in Center Township, was born at Hol- 
Z stein, Germany, Sept. 24, 1818, He came 
to America in 1852. He landed in New 
York, from which metropolis he proceeded West, 
and subsequently located at Davenport, Iowa, There 
he remained for five years, and worked by the day 
at odd jobs wherever he could obtain employment. 
In 1858 he moved to this county, where he has since 
remained and now has 240 acres of fine land, In 
1876 he added to it a two-story residence and in 
every way modernized and made it convenient, 
Out-buildings were added, and Oct. 1, 1851, feel- 
ing the need of a bright feminine presence within 
the walls of his handsome home, he united in mar- 
riage with Miss Abel Kruse, who was born in Hol- 
stein, Germany, Feb, 26, 1822. They are the par- 
ents of six children. Prosperity has smiled upon 
| them and their home circle has been blest with 
|| health and happiness. ‘The names of their children 
are as follows: Lena, born Sept. 9, 1852; Anna, 
|| Sept. 24, 1854; Henry, March 25, 1857; Peter, Jan, 
10, 1859; William, Dec. 8, 1861; and ‘Theresa, 
Novy. 29, 1865, 

Mr. Lamp is a good man and an upright citizen. 
|! He served in the German army, and participated in 
+ ‘ in “the battles against Denmark, in the interval between 
- fy 1849 and 1851. When. the war was over he came 

eee + ~ to America. . 

{Se} With his wife Mr, L. is a member of the Luth- 

: . | eran Church and worships honestly and faithfully, 


fhe according to the dictates of his conscience, adyocat- 
as 
MV 


ing the pure principle of a true religion. He is 
Republican in politics and a strict adherent to the 
principles of his party, and believes in giving it un- 








failing support. 
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PINTON DOWLING. Our subject, who is 
Le a farmer, living on section 7, Deep Creek 
I Township, is one of Clinton County’s enter- 
prising and prosperous citizens, and has a war 
record worthy the attention of any. He was 
born in Queens County, Ireland, Noy. 25, 1842, 
and came to America with his parents at the age of 
ten years. He landed at New Orleans, and coming 
from there the family settled in Bourbon County, 
Ky. At the end of three years he removed to 
Towa, and worked by the month till July 6, 1861, 
at which date he responded to his country’s, call 
and entered the United States service. He entered 
Co. A, 18th Iowa Vol. Inf., under Col. Edwards, 
and was mustered in at Clinton and ordered to 
St, Louis, where he was taken sick. Remaining in 
the barracks for three weeks, he rejoined his regi- 
ment at Sedalia, Mo., and took part in the battle of 
Springfield, that State, on the 8th of January, 1863. 
Mr. Dowling also fought at the battle of Poison 
Springs, Ark., and afterward was in the battle of 
Saline River, Ark. He was sent to the hospital at 
Sedalia, and again went into his regiment at Fay- § 
etteville, Ark. He served three years faithfully, 
was wounded a number of times, and pregents a 
fair history as a soldier, fighting earnestly in behalf 
of his country. He was discharged from the serv- 
ice Aug. 11, 1865, bearing the honors of war. 

He was united in marriage June 20, 1866, with 
Miss Catherine Murphy, a native of County Kil- 
kenny, Ireland, who was born in 1832, ‘They have 
one child by their marriage—Klizabeth M.—born 
July 20, 1867. She is a young lady of high mental 
attainments, and has received many educational 
advantages. She attended the seminary at Lyons 
called the Sisters of Charity, and graduated at the 
Cedar Rapids Business College Noy, 29, 1884. 

Mr. Dowling is the owner of 160 acres of fine 
land, all highly improved and valuable, He has a : 
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successful citizens of Clinton County. 
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the 
Ile and his 
wife are devoted Roman Catholics, and he is an 
earnest Republican in polities. 


fine barn and dwelling, and is noted among 


EBRA N., HOWARD. The subject of this 
personal history, who stands high in the 
annals of Clinton County, is a successful 
and prosperous farmer, Tis residence is sit- 

uated on section 13, Deep Creek ‘Township, and com- 
prises 120 acres of cultivated and improved land, 
He came to’ Clinton County with his parents in 
1855. Mr, Howard was born in Brantford County, 
Province of Ontario, Canada, March 25, 1840. His 
father, Charles, born in Ontario and by occupation 
a farmer, came of New England parentage, his 
father and mother both having been born in Con- 
necticut, while his grandfather formerly 
Norwich, England, and was of English ancestry. 
His name was Richard Howard, and when a small 
boy he lived on the English Channel. At the age 
of seven he was pressed by the English Govern- 
ment into the navy and there held until he was 
twenty-one.» On being released he returned to his 
home and there met his parents, whom he had not 
seen for many years. Later he sailed for America, 
but on the voyage was shipwrecked with a number 
of sailors. THe was rescued, but lost all his prop- 
erty, which was in gold, and landed at New Lon- 
don, Conn,, discouraged and penniless, and feeling 
the world a dreary place for the unsuccessful, This 
was before the Revolutionary War. While living 
in the New England States he was married. At 
that period in the history of the United States when 
America sought her liberty, and refused to pay un- 
just taxation unless she were represented among 
the law-makers of the land, Mr. Howard’s courage 
awakened and he enlisted in the navy, who, 
poorly equipped, went forth backed by brave hearts 
and poor ammunition; who left their plows and 
cattle in the field, and went into the fray resolved 
to have liberty or death; but, though gladly done, 
he was obliged to resign his life in his country’s 
cause. Without a murmur he stood upon the field 
of blood and battle and poured out his all, his life, 
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for freedom, as did so many of the brave Revolu- | 
tionary heroes. He was the original founder of 
the Howard family in the United States, of which ~ 
our subject isa member. He left several children 
on going to the war, and among them Charles, who f ee ga! 

‘as the grandfather of our subject. i 

Charles Howard was born in Norwich, Conn., } 
where he was married, and afterward started by 
the way of Canada to Ohio. Landing in Ontario, 
the War of 1812 broke out, and he was held on 
English soil, but refused to serve the English, al- 
though his life was threatened. He afterward came 
to the United States and died at Lyons in 1855, his 
death occurring in the same year that“he arrived in 
this country from Canada. 

The father of our subject, whose name was also 
Charles, was born and ‘reared in Ontario, his birth 
occurring in 1813, the same year his parents landed 
in that Province. He married Melissa Van Kvera, 
a native of the same Province and of Pennsylvania 
parentage and German extraction, Her father was 
in the War of 1812, on the Knelish side, and also 
fought in that never-to-be forgotten struggle at 
Lundy’s Lane. 

The parents of our subject came to this county 
with their family in 1855, locating at Lyons. Later 
they went to Winona County, Minn., and there the » 
mother died in 1872. Selling out, the father went 
to Rice County, Kan., where he died in 1883, at 
the age of seventy years. 

Our subject was the third in order of birth in a 
family of eight children—three daughters and five © 
sons. Ilis early life was spent at home where he 
labored as a farmer, He was married in De W itt, | 
Iowa, Noy. 29, 1865, his bride being Harriet M. 
Cook, daughter of B. T. and Matilda (Ellis) Cook, 
farmers and early settlers here, who were born in 
New York, and after marriage in their native State 
went to Lake County, IIL, and in 1856 came to 
Deep Creek Township, Iowa, where the mother died 
in 1885, ‘The father is yet living on the old home- 
stead, being somewhat advanced in years. 

Mr, Howard of this writing settled with his 
bride on his present farm, which has since been 
their home and to which they haye added many 
improvements. They have reared but one child— 
Albert, who was born June 30, 1870. Mrs, How- 
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8 ard was the widow of Geo. W. Davis, a Sergeant 
» ‘ rs . 

Dog in the late war, who died from a disease contracted 

= ‘ while in the army. She had no children by her 


first marriage. 

Mr. Howard enlisted in the War of the Rebellion 
June 6, 1861, joining Co. I, 2d Iowa Vol. Inf., 
serving under Grant most of the time. He partic- 
ipated in the battles of Fort Donelson and Corinth, 
and in skirmishes in the campaign through North- 
west Alabama and Mississippi. He was honorably 
discharged as Orderly Sergeant at Pulaski, Tenn. 

Mr. and Mrs. Il. are devoted members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, he having once been 
a circuit preacher for seven years. He did much 
good in his field of labor and never grew tired of 
preaching the merits of the crucified Savior. Te 
doubtless would have made it 4 life labor, but ow- 
ing to the ill-health of his wife he returned to farm- 
ing again and has continued at it ever since, In 
politics he is a Republican and is a man who does 
much good in a public way. Ile is considered a 
first-class citizen and an honorable, upright man. 


ATTHIAS T. GOMLMANN. The subject 
of this notice, a respected citizen and suc- 
cessful farmer of Clinton County, as well 
as a self-made man in every respect the 
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word implies, is following his vocation on section 
15, Berlin Township, where he resides and where he 
owns a good and productive farm. 
The parents of Mr, Gohlmann are John G, and 
Katherina (Mollerstedt) Goblmann, natives of Ger- 
many. After marriage they settled in this county, 
where they are at present residing, and where the 
father is engaged in agricultural pursuits. They 
are the parents of seven children and our subject is 
the second in order of birth, 

Matthias Gohlmann was born in Waterford 
Township, this county, June 18,1856. He received 
his education in the common schools and was also 
instructed by a private tutor. Residing at home 

until the spring of 1883, our subject settled on 160 
| acres of good farm land on section 5, Berlin Town- 
JU ship, where he has since resided and been engaged 
in agricultural pursuits, He is a young man, but 
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having been brought up to the calling of a farmer, 
thoroughly understands that vocation, and in its 
prosecution is meeting with far more than ordinary 
success. He keeps on his farm 25 head of cattle, 
7 head of horses, and fattens from 60 to 70 head of 
hogs annually for the market. 

Mr. Gohlmann was married in Waterford Town- 
ship, Feb, 28, 1885, to Miss Augusta Peterson, born 
in Deep Creek Township. She has become the 
mother of one child—Christiana M. 

In polities Mr. Gohlmann is a Republican, and 
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never fails to vote with that party when opportu- t 
nity affords. i 
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AMUEL $. KELLY resides on section 3, i 
Center Township. He was born in West- iy 

iu 


moreland County, Pa., Feb. 28, 1849, and 

has followed agricultural pursuits from the 

time he was large enough to hold the handle of a 
plow until the present. 
The father of our subject was Adam Kelly, born 
in Westmoreland County, Pa., Oct. 11, 1814. His 
father was also named Adam, and was born in York 
State, March 19, 1778, and James Kelly, the great- 
grandfather of the subject of this biographical no- 
tice, was a pioneer of Westmoreland County. He 
there purchased a large tract of land, which he di- 
vided into five different farms, and the grandfather 
of our subject inherited one of them, Our sub- 
ject’s grandfather was quite a young man when he 
accompanied his parents to Pennsylvania, He lo- 
cated on the farm which he had inherited, and was 
there engaged in agricultural pursuits until his de- 
mise, ‘The maiden name of his wife was Betsey 
Armstrong, and the issue of their union has been 
eight children. 
Adam Kelly, our subject’s father, was the young- 
est of his parents’ children and the only surviving 
one. Ile was reared on a farm in his native 
county, and when twelve years of age engaged in 
working on a farm in the neighborhood of his 
home, and received at first as remuneration for his 
services $1.50 per month. As his usefulness in- 
creased so did his wages, until he received $11 per 
month. He was engaged in working by the month 
and day until 1849,when he rented land and for about 
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two years was occupied in farming, realizing in this 
manner a net profit of $400, Having accumulated this 
unount of money, he, in 1851, concluded he could 


better his financial condition in the undeveloped 
country west of the Mississippi River. He conse- 
quently came to this county via the river route and 
made settlement in Camanche. In the neighbor- 
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hood of that place he rented land, in what is now 
Center ‘Township, and the following year entered a 
tract of Government land, located on section 8, 
township 81, range 4, now Center Township. The 
following winter he purchased a frame house, which 
he removed onto his land, and in 1852 he did the 
first breaking thereon, He was a gentleman of far 
more than ordinary energy, push and perseverance, 
and by economy and hard work he succeeded in ac- 
cumulating, and continued to purchase real estate 
and add to his landed possessions until at one 
time he had 1,000 acres. ‘This land he divided 
among his three children, and he is now passing the 
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sunset of life in peace and quiet retirement. 

Adam Kelly was married Aug, 23, 1839, to Bet- 
sey Sager. She was born in Trumbull County, 
Ohio, Aug. 25, 1816, and is the daughter of Samuel 
and Susan (Showalter) Sager, natives of Virginia. 
The record of their children is as follows: Robert 
is a resident of Lincoln Township; Mary M. died 
in infancy; Richard G. was born in 1843, enlisted 
in Co, A, 16th Iowa Vol. Inf. and was killed at the 
battle of Iuka, Miss., Sept. 19, 1862; Albert M. was 


aE born Noy. 20, 1846, and died Dee. 6, 1880; Sam- 
4 uel S,, Our subject, was the next in order of birth; 
t Mary A. is the wife of Joseph Bair, who resides on 


the parental homestead, in Center Township. Mr. 
and Mrs. Kelly are members of the United Pres- 
byterian Church, belonging to a congregation at 
Elvira. In polities Adam Kelly was, prior to the 
organization of the Republican party, a member of 
the Whig party, but on the birth of the former in 
1856, joined its ranks and has since voted with it, 

Samuel S. Kelly was two years of age when his 
parents came to this State, - Here he attended the 
log schoolhouse, and from the time he was large 
enough to yoke an ox or harness a horse or hold the 
handle of a plow he has been engaged in agricult- 
ural pursuits. He continued to reside with the 
old folk until Dec. 16, 1869. At that date he was 
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married to Miss Anna M. Smith. She was born in | 
Wellsville, Ohio, and is the daughter of Jeremiah 
and Jane (Rochford) Smith, Mr, and Mrs. Kelly 
have five children, named Ida M., Herbert, Hattie, 
Carrie and Cora, 

After his marriage our subject lived for two Gs 
years in Eden ‘Township, when he located on his 1 a 
present fine farm, which he now owns and occupies. 
The place contains 240 acres, and in addition he 
is the owner of forty acres on section 9 of the same 
township. Mr, and Mrs. Kelly are members of the 
United Presbyterian Church. In politics he votes 
with the Republican party. 
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KA BS... JOSEPHINE COOK, nee Williams. 
Among the women of Clinton County who 
deserve more than a passing notice at the 
hands of the biographer for their sterling 





worth and integrity in battling against the trials of 
life since their loved companions have passed to 
the home beyond; and who have been successful, is 
the lady whose name heads this biographical notice, 
now residing at Clinton. She is a daughter of the 
Ion. Ward W. and Sarah (Coy) Williams, natives © 
of New York. = 

In an early day her parents removed to Indiana, 
where her father became a prominent and respected 
citizen, and represented his district in’ the State 
Legislature in 1842, He was a professional man, 
being engaged in the practice of law, in which he 
was far more than ordinarily successful. In 1843 
he left Indiana and came to this State. On arriv- 
ing he took up 160 acres of land on the banks of 
the mighty Father of Waters, near Lyons, and the 
Lyons paper-mill now stands on the northern part 
of the land which he entered. He planted the tree 
Which stands in the road as a dividing line between 
Lyons and Clinton, 

Mr. Williams erected a log house on the bluffs, 
Which contained two rooms and was about eighteen 
feet square. The first year that he moved onto 
the place he broke and planted some of his land, 
and in the following year he, accompanied by his 
only son, nine years of age, started to return to 
Indiana to settle up some business. On reaching 
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the banks of Elkhorn Creek, about five miles from 
Sterling, Ill, it had become so swollen by the re- 
cent rains that, in attempting to cross, the carriage 
became uncoupled, and Mr, Williams, while at- 
tempting to save his little nine-year-old boy. from a 
watery grave, was drowned himself, and the two 
bodies of father and son were recovered, brought 
back and buried in this county side by side. He 
left a wife and four daughters. The children are: 
Olive M. (Mrs. Hart), who is the mother of three 
children—Gertrude, Harry and Pauline D,  Jose- 
phine (Mrs. Cook), our subject, has two children— 
Ben C., who married Miss Mary Gault, daughter 
of Thomas Gault, of Sterling, and Ward W., en- 
—". gaged in the banking business in Chicago. The 
other sisters of Mrs. Cook are as follows: Pauline 
was the next in order of birth, and married George 
W. Bettesworth in 1868. Amanda C., is the wife 
of Pierre L. Gibbs, a civil engineer, at present 
working for the firm of Dorset & Co., Chicago, and 
who is“ son of Dr, Sidney Gibbs; he was born in 
Cleveland, Ohio, in 1835, their marriage taking 
place in 1869. 

The mother of the subject of this notice was left 
with the care of her four daughters to rear and 
educate. With a loving heart she planned and 
rat worked to brighten the future of their lives, and 
to rear them into womanhood in the paths of mor- 
ality and see them well established in life. She 
was a true and consistent Christian woman, and 
died strong in the faith, respected and honored by 
all who knew her for her loving traits of character, 
in 1877, 

Mrs. Josephine Cook was united in marriage 
with Samuel Cook in 1860. He was the son of 
Samuel and Angeline (Carson) Cook, natives of 
New York, His parents moved to Ohio at an early 
day, about 1840, and there his father embarked in 
== mercantile business, and was vigorously occupied 
in the same until his death, in 1850, hers oceurring 
in 1877, 

Samuel Cook was born in Cleveland, Ohio, in 
1836. He graduated from the High School in that 
= city, and from the time he was sixteen until he was 
twenty years of age, he worked in a wholesale 
house in Cleveland. He then came to Lyons and 


—~ accepted a position as book-keeper, at which he in- 
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dustriously labored for two years, when he became 


_ elerk on a steamboat, and followed that calling for 


eight years. His next occupation was that of a 
lumber dealer at East Dubuque, Ill, where he was 
occupied until his death in 1871. Prior to his de- 
mise he had completed a. fine residence on the cor- 
ner of Chandler and Second streets, Clinton, where 
his wife, our subject, now resides. 

Mrs. Cook has twelve and one-half acres of land 
opposite her residence, and a forty-acre outlot 
joining the corporation on the west, besides a num- 
ber of building lots surrounding her residence, 
Her husband was a Republican in polities, and so- 
cially was a member of the orders of Masonry and 
Knights Templar. . 
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WAMES M. GODDARD, The subject of this 
history, whose home is situated on section 
31, in Spring Rock ‘Township, is a man who 


is well known and liked for his ability, his 


He is a son 
of George and Betsey (Wood) Goddard. (See 
sketch of George Goddard.) James M. Goddard 
was born in Spring Rock Township March 9, 1849. 
He received a common-school education and re- 
mained under the parental roof until he was about 
twenty-four years of age, at which time he married 
and settled on a part of the old homestead adjoin- 
ing his father’s home, He is the owner of 158 
acres, all cultivated and highly tillable, and has 
been from early youth actively engaged in farming 
and stock-raising. From the start he has endeay- 
ored to improve and is still cultivating and bene- 
fitting his land, and he ranks high as an agricultur- 
ist of first-class ability. He is also a breeder of 
Short-horns and Herefords, of which he makes a 
specialty. 

He was united in marriage in Cedar County, 
Iowa, Oct. 23, 1872, to Sarah Moore. She was 
born in Indiana and came West with her parents 
when about three years of age, and grew to woman- 
hood in this part of the country. Ma. Goddard 
and his wife are the parents of two children— 
Francis M. and Jacob L. Mr, Goddard is a mem- 
ber of the Masonie fraternity, and a useful man in 


enterprise and his worth as a citizen. 
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the society to which he belongs. In polities he isa 
member of the Republican party and 
herent to its policy. He and his wife 
of the Christian Church. 
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p 9 H. HARDING, of Clinton, has ac- 

quired a sufliciency of this world’s goods 
to enable him to pass the afternoon of life 
in peace and quiet, retired from active labor, 
He was born in Kngland March 18, 1885, and 


| is the son of John and Ann (HTolland) Harding. 
Our subject’s 
while 





wterert 


father was a manufacturer of chairs 


a resident of the mother country, but, con- 
cluding that he could better 


in the land beyond the 


erect 


onl oon 


his financial condition 
sea, he emigrated to this 
country, arriving’ here in the spring of 1855, Soon 
after disembarking at ay Kastern seaport he made 
his way to Ohio and settled on a tract of 200 acres 
of heavy timbered land, locating twelve miles from 
the city of Cleveland. On this tract of land he 
built him a log house 20x30 feet in-dimensions and 
then sent for his family to come to the “New EI 
Dorado,” and they arrived during the fall of that 
year, remaining in New York through the winter, 
and in the following spring—1854—came to the 
land he had purchased and domiciled in the log 
cabin he had erected. Te also built a log shop on 
his place, and worked at. his trade, that of making 
chairs, and was occu pied at the same, together with 
the improvement of his land, until May 6, 1848, 
when he passed to the home beyond, aged 56 years. 
His good wife died May 24, 1835, two years after 
coming to this country, aged 88, They had nine 
children, three of whom are yet living—John, 
George and the subject of this notice. 

HH. 8 Harding lived at home until his father’s 
death, when he became an inmate of the household 
of his brother-in-law, Charles Weatherhead, to 
Whom he apprenticed himself for three years to 
learn the mason’s trade, After mastering his trade, 
he worked one year as a journeyman for his broth- 
er-in-law, when he became an equal partner with 
him and they jointly carried on the business until 
Feb. 22,1859. In 1860 Mr. Harding concluded 
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| he could better his financial condition by going ny 
still farther West, and in that year he moved to ne 
Rock Island, Ill. In 1861 he came to Clinton and 
purchased two lots on Second street, then known 





as Ringwood, upon which he erected a small house. fee 
In the following year he went to the Rocky Mount- rh 
‘ins and engaged in mining ahd running a quartz- [Ma 
mill for a few months, when he returned to Clinton, | 
Remaining there a short time, he went to Cleve- 
land, Ohio, and took quite an extensive contract 
for the building of a city jail and a railroad round- 
house. Completing his contract, he once more re- 
turned to Clinton and there embarked in the build- 
ing and contracting business, employing from. fif- 
teen to twenty men and meeting with financial suc- 
He also purchased a farm of forty-eight 
acres, two*miles from that place, and is the proprie- 
tor of three brick stores on Fifth avenue, which are 
three stories high, and one on Fourth street, which 
is likewise three stories high, 


CesS, 


He is also interested |i], . 
in a number of city lots, and is a stockholder in the 
City National Bank. In addition to the property 
and interest mentioned, he is interested with Mose- 
ley & Pritchard in the manufacture of creamery sup- 
plies at Clinton, and is a stockholder in the water 
works of that place, 

Mr, Harding was married to Miss Sarah Buek- 
master, Nov. 21, 1854. She is a native of England 
and a daughter of Rey. Christopher and Louisa 
(Sanders) Buckmaster, Ter parents ad six chil- 
dren, three of whom are living—Mary A.’ (Mrs, 
Shepard), Sarah (Mrs, Harding) and Christopher. 
Iler parents came to this country in L841, and set- 
tled in Cleveland, Ohio. Subsequently they pur- 
chased sixty acres of land in the neighborhood of 
Royalton, on which they lived three years, and 
then moved into Cleveland, where her father was 
engaged in the manufacture of brick and employed 
a large force of men, and where he continued the 
business until his demise, in 1850. His wife yet 
lives in Cleveland, and has attained the venerable 
age of 80 years. Mr. Buckmaster was a Methodist 
preacher and commenced to exhort while quite |r 
young. He always refused to accept remuneration arm 
for his services, and was a gentleman respected and 
loved by all who knew him, 

Mr, and Mrs. Harding have a family of five chil- 
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ri dren, The record \is as follows: Louise A, mar- 
a vied R. E. Earl, and they have one son—EKarnest ; 
" | they reside in Washington, D. C., and he is one of 
7 the leading pisciculturists in the United States. 
e The other children are Charles H., Albert M., Ed- 
a ward $. and Levi. 
“ Mr. Harding is a Republican in politics and be- 
oh longs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 
ae His wife belongs to the Baptist Church, and their 
F residence is located on Second street, north of the 
- +. * . , 
*. courthouse, its value being $8,000. 

. . e . J . . . : 
a, A fine view of Mr. Harding’s residence is given 
> a! - : 

Pe elsewhere in this work. 
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MBROSE M. FINCH. A large number of 
the fine farms in Clinton County are 
owned by gentlemen who, commencing 
life with but little means, by energy and 





perseverance overcame all obstacles they encount- 
ered until they at last succeeded in securing fine 
homes for themselves and families. A great many 
of the farms are owned by men who caine here at 
an early day, settled on a wild, uncultivated prairie, 
and stuck to their places, engaged in their cultiva- 
tion and improvement, until the natural develop- 
ment of the country has enhanced their property to 
such an extent that to-day they are the possessors of 
a handsome competency. Among the class of citi- 
zens referred to is Ambrose M. Finch, who came 
4, here in 1845, and since that time, with the excep- 
tion of four years, has been closely connected with 
the agricultural development of the county. He is 
at present residing on his fine farm of 160 acres on 
section 13, Deep Creek Township, and is there en- 
gaged in his chosen vocation, 

Ambrose Finch was born in the Province of On- 
tario, Canada, March 28, 1817. His father, James 
ean | Finch, was a farmer by calling and a native of York 
Mi " State. He was reared on the banks of Lake Cham- 
plain, and there developed into manhood, = On 
attaining his majority he moyed to Pennsylvania, 
and was there united in marriage with Sarah Phil- 
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4) ips, a native of that State and of German ancestry. 
y ae Se after their marriage they moved to On- 
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tario County, and from there to Ontario, Canada, 


where they lived for a number of years, and then 
returned to Pennsylvania.. Later, the parents 


and a part of their children moved to Whiteside 
County, Ill, arriving there in 1843, and settling 
near New Geneseo, In 1844 they came to this 
county and took up their residence in Lyons, where, 
the following year, the mother died. Some time 
afterward the father settled on a farm in Minne- 
sota, whence he came to Lyons on a visit, and while 
there sickened and died, Tle and his wife were 
active members in the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
In politics he was an Old-Line Whig, but upon the 
formation of the Republican party joined its ranks 
and voted with it until his demise. 

Three years after subject’s parents left 
Pennsylvania, he came to this State and, locating 
at Lyons, engaged to work at the carpenter’s trade, 
March 22, 1852, in company with about twenty 
other citizens of this county, led by one George 
Hollis, they set out with ox-teams and crossed the 
plains to California, the wife and daughter of 
Mr. Hollis accompanying the crew. The tedious 
trip was made in safety and they arrived at Placer- 
ville, then Hangtown, where gold was first discov- 
ered in that State, in 1849. At the latter place 
they all set out by themselves, and Mr, Fineh, in 
company with Capt. Cox, formed a partnership, 
and in conducting their business met with moder- 
ate success for about eighteen months. Later, our 
subject became clerk in a mercantile establishment 
and continued the same for some two years, and in 
the meantime had become the Owner of some very 
rich hill diggings, which at that time he did not 
know the real value of, and sold it for a small 
amount, afterward learning it was very rich and 
the parties to whom he sold made millions out of it. 
Disposing of all his interests in the mining: busi- 
ness, he returned to this county, and in 1857 pur- 
chased his present fine farm of 160 acres, It was 
at that time an unbroken tract of wild land, and he 
located upon it with the determination of making 
it a future abiding-place for himself and family, 
and since then las been actively engaged in its im- 
provement and cultivation, 

About a year after his return from California, 
Oct. 14, 1854, our subject was united in marriage 
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with Miss Mary P., daughter of B. 'T. 
(Ellis) Cook. Her mother and her 
father is residing on his fine farm on section 2, 
Deep Creek Township. Mrs. 

Lake County, Il., Dec. 9, 1840. 
years of age when her parents brought her to this 
county, and lived at home until her marriage. Her 
parents’ family consisted of nine children, five 
daughters and four sons, one of the former and two 
of the latter being deceased. Mrs. Finch was third 
in order of birth and the eldest daughter now liy- 
ing. Of her union with Mr. F. four children have 
been born; Benjamin F, married Miss Mary Fow- 
ler and they are living in Deep Creek ‘Township, 
where he follows the vocation of a farmer; Emma 
J. is meeting with success in performance of her 
duties as a teacher of music; Hattie T. and Charles 











and Matilda 
is deceased, 


Finch was born in 
She was twelve 


W. are both residing at home, having received 
good educations. After their marriage Mr, and 


Mrs. Finch moved on the land he had purchased, 
and by economy and hard labor have sueceeded in 
accumulating a handsome competency and are en- 
joying life, as well they may, on their fine farm. 
The family are active members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 

Our subject has held the office of Trustee for 
some years and has served in the capacity of As- 
sessor, Justice of the Peace, and other minor offices, 
and is one of the respected citizens of Clinton 
County. In politics he votes with the Republican 


party. 
SS — a ——~— =. 


CFPUOMAS O. TOOLE. The subject of this 
personal history is one of the prominent 
members of society in Clinton County and 

a prosperous and progressive farmer, Te is largely 

interested in agricultural pursuits and also in stock 

breeding and shipping. Noteworthy for industry 
and enterprise, he has no superior in this section 
and probably none in this State in the field of in- 
dustry to which he has dedicated his best life 
efforts and in which he continuously and saurnestly 
labors. His homestead is situated on section 4, in 

Washington Township, and is large, well cultivated 

and valuable. 

Mr. Toole was born in County Wicklow, Ireland, 
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Aug. 24, 1829, and came to Canada with his par-!) if 
ents in 1830; they were seven weeks making the)? . 
The Province which they first entered — i = iy 
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voyage, 
was his home for twenty years. 
Towa in 1849. His parents were Lawrence 
Catherine (Cunningham) ‘Toole, the former born 
in 1796, and the latter about 1806. The father): 
died in 1881 and the mother in1871. They were the 
parents of four children, three of whom survive— 
Thomas, James and Peter. Lawrence was drowned 
in the Saint Lawrence River, Canada. 

Our subject was united in the holy bonds of 
matrimony with Miss Sarah McAllister, Feb. 16, 
1848. His wife was born Jan. 12, 1824, in County 
Antrim, Ireland. Her parents were Barnard and 
Margaret McAllister, and of their union there were 
born eight children—two sons and six daughters— 
as follows: Patrick, Barnard, Jane, Sarah, Mary, 
Catherine, Ann and Manovings. All of these sur- 
vive but Jane. 

Mr. and Mrs. Toole have been prospered and 
their marriage relations are of the happiest charac- 
ter, ‘Their home has grown in beauty and attract- 
iveness as it has also increased in numbers. Kight 
children have been added to their f family circle— 
Margaret, born Dee. 6, 1848, widow of: Joseph 
Dunn, has three children; Mary, born May 8, 1851, 
wife of William F. Hannah: an, and they have ay 
children; Lawrence, born June 16, 1852, married 
Mary Burke, and has four children; Thomas, born 
May 3, 1855, married Mary Hanaher, and ee two 
children; John, born Noy, 10,1857; Ann C., Sept 
8, 1859; James, Aug, 27, 1862; Buihertuh. 
Oct. 10, 1856, died the same day. 

The subject of this history is the owner of 600 
acres Of land and a handsome stone residence, This 
was erected in 1864, is 24x34 and two stories in 
height. He has two large barns, and other out- 
buildings cony eniently adapted to the purposes for 
Which they are intended. As before stated, he is 
interested in breeding full-blooded Short-horn stock, 
and he has bought from Samuel Dysart, whose 
home is two miles from Franklin Grove, IL, and 
also from others possessing’ first-class herds through- 
out the State of Illinois. He has sold a great 
Inany fine animals at large prices, and has now on 
hand some thirty head of cattle, which are kept 
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on the Green Hill stock-farm, and are for sale or 
for breeding purposes, as follows: Bull, Renick 
Geneva, sired by Sharon Geneva, No. 53,871 
in Herd-book, and whose dam was by the 5th 
Duke of Sycamore, No. 51,347. He is a grand 
good bull and from the imported Desdamona on 
the dam’s side. He was raised by B. F. Van Meter, 
of Kentucky. 

Mr. Toole owed $80 in Iowa when he came here, 
and has since paid the amount, laughingly saying 
he could pay any number of like debts should they 
be presented, but, thanks to good fortune and the 
prosperity vouchsafed to honest and persevering 
efforts, he owes no man a dollar. Le i 
sion of three large farms, all well stocked, and is in 
a fair way to provide a competency for his declin- 
ing years. 

Mr. Toole has contributed largely to the erection 
and support of churches in this county. In re- 
ligious faith he is a Roman Catholic. Te says that 
he is no poorer for his efforts in behalf of those 
who so richly deserve them, and believes that he 
only “lends to the Lord.’ In politics he is a 
Democrat and supports his party stanchly in senti- 
ment and vote. 
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{ULIUS E. KLAIIN. One of the young and 
enterprising citizens of this county, who has 
chosen the vocation of agriculture and is 
X actively engaged in its prosecution with 
every indication of success, is the gentleman whose 
name heads this notice. He is residing on section 
28, Liberty Township. He is the son of Hans and 
Dorothea Klahn, natives of Germany. The parents 
of our subject emigrated to the United States in 
4) 18538, and made their way to this county in 1871, 
S 4) and settled in Liberty Yownship. They are at 
{ present residing at Wheatland. Their family of 
children were four in number—Julius E., subject 
of this notice; Anna, Andrew and Emily, 

4h Julius E. Klahn was born at Moline, UL, Jan. 
| 28,1854. He received a good English education 
in the common schools, and when about fourteen 
“| years of age was employed ata merchant’s in the 
ny of his nativity. He held that position for 
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about two years, when he clerked in a drugstore 
for about a year. Le w 
summers in a sawmill while he was living at Moline. 
With the exception stated his life has been devoted 
to agricultural pursuits almost exclusively in Lib- 
erty Township. He has charge of 170 acres of 
good farm land, on which he resides, and is there 
industriously pursuing his independent calling. 

Mr. Klahn was married in Liberty ‘Township, 
March 1881, to Catherine Detham, She was 
born in Germany, Feb, 15, 1864, and has borne our 
subject four children—Louis, Eddie, Albert and 
Frank. Mr, Klahn has held the office of Constable 
for four years, Township Clerk one year, Collector ¢ 
two years, and in the fall of 1884 was elected As- 
sessor Of Liberty Township, and is the present in- 
cumbent of that office. In polities he is a Demo- 
crat and is one of the enterprising citizens of his 
township. Though a young man, he has already 
attained a leading position, and is respected and 
looked up to by the community. 
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A LUEXANDER WORK. — Residing in De 
Witt ‘Township and actively engaged in 
that most independent of all callings, farm- 
c) ing, in which he is meeting with success, 
is the subject of this biographical notice. Mr. 
Work was born in Fayette County, Pa., July 24, 
1834. His father, Alexander Work, was a native 
of the same county and born Jan. 8, 1808. The 
grandfather of our subject, also named Alexander, 
was likewise a native of Fayette County, and his 
ancestors were among the early settlers of that 
county, 
The father of our subject was reared in the 
county of his nativity, and was there united in ; 
marriage with Miss Frances Barklow, likewise a na- # 
tive of that county, and born in June, 1808. Her § 
father was the owner of quite a large tract of land, 
together with two flour and one saw mill and a = 
woolen-mill, Alexander Work, after his marriage, § 
assumed the management of the old homestead, in ; 
connection with two elder brothers, and was thus 
occupied until 1843, when he sold his interest and & 
came to this State, The trip was made via the § 
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Monongahela, Ohio and Mississippi Rivers, and their | also a Justice of the Peace, and performed the mar- 
journey terminated at Camanche, in this county, | riage ceremony of a large number of the old set- | 
where they arrived on the 22d of April, 1843. He tlers, some of whom are still residents here. Mrs. id | - 
rented land in the neighborhood of that place and | Work is a member of the Congregational Church. | ' 
for one year was engaged in its cultivation and Alexander Work, of this notice, was the third. 
improvement, it being located in what is now Eden | child and second son of his parents, and was nine | 
Township. — At the expiration of this time he pur- | years of age when they removed to De Witt. He 
chased a claim on section 18, township 21, range 4, | was there reared to manhood, assisting his father 
There was an unfinished frame house on the tract, on the farm and in the hotel and receiving his edu- 
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| -; and also a well, and four acres of it were broken, | cation in the common schools. } 
but otherwise it was unimproved. He gave for Noy. 238, 1854, he was united in marriage 


this uncultivated tract of land %150—that is, he | with Miss Mary Kinkaid, a native of Cumberland 
gave that much for the improvements, and when | County, Pa., and daughter of David and Isabelle 
the land came into market he entered 320 acres, (Huston) Kinkaid, pioneers of this county. Ter 
including the claim he originally purchased. In | mother came here in 1848, and died in this county 
the winter of 1845-46, he purchased a sawmill | in 1865. After marriage Mr. Work located on a 
located in township 81, range 3, and operated the portion of the old homestead which he now owns 
same about five years, meeting with success. He | and occupies. For four years he was interested 
then built a flouring-mill and conducted it for sev- | in the mill with his father, and with this exception 
eral years, when he removed to De Witt. There | his life has been devoted to agricultural pursuits 
he built the hotel known as the Pacifie House, and | and mainly on the place on which he is at present 
acted as genial “mine host” for a time. In 1879 | residing. 
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he sold his interest at the latter place, removed to In polities he votes with the Democratic party, 
Nebraska and was a resident of Buffalo County for | and is one of the recognized industrious farmers 
| three years, and there engaged in agricultural pur- | and respected citizens of this county. . 
suits. Returning to this county, he made his home 7 
| with the subject of this notice until his demise, =) —_ - 4-3} —_===—- 
#8 which occurred June 12, 1882. His good wife 
Me still survives him and is residing with her daughter, WOHN McELHATTON, one of the successful 
he Mrs. Robert Howig, of Clarke County, this State. farmers and representative citizens of Clin- 
: Six children were born of their union: Ilenry lives |} ton County, is the subject of this personal 
u ; in Buffalo County, Neb.; Ann married William © history. His home lies on section 2, in 1 
; Vary and died in De Witt Alexander, our sub- Washington Township, and he has been both pros- i 


aq ‘ . 
ore was next in order of birth: Rebecca married | perous in his chosen industry and respected as a 
eC is Wy rah c a - 

Je WIS Burkhead, ind departed this life in Buffalo | man and a citizen. Mr. McElhatton was born Jan. 


Conny, Neb.; Martha became the wife of Robert | 24, 1836, in Ireland. He was but six weeks old 
Howie, and vee are residing in Clarke County, 


Towa; and James died in the summer of 1843. Mr 
Wane ss was not a member of any church. He was a 
Democrat and was a wide-awake, shrewd, active, 
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when his parents started for America. They set- 
tled in Ohio, where they lived from 1836 to 1854, in 
Perry County. ‘They then removed to this county 
in 1857. John’s parents were John and Margaretta 
business-man, one who possessed a good education (McGarry) McElhatton, His father was born in 
and was accounted the best penman in the county | 1812, and his mother in 1815. The former died 
in his younger years. He was elected the first Re- March 22, 1862, and the latter in 1878, They were 
corder of the county aicer its organization, and dis- the parents of seven children, as follows: William, 
charged the duties of that position to the entire John, Enos, Margaret, Jane, Mary and Catherine. 
satisfaction of his constituents. He possessed in a John MeElhatton was the youngest member of 
large degree the confidence of the people. He was | the family and the eighth in the order of birth. He 
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—* was married to Miss Margaret Cleary, a native of 
a ag _ Treland, and their nuptials were celebrated Jan. 29, 





M , =| 1861. She was born Novy. 14,1846, and by her un- 
« Wav) ‘ . UL - . ri Q 
a4 “= jon is the mother of one child—Lizzie F., who was 


born Dee. 19,1862. She graduated at Davenport 
in 1873, from the College of the Immaculate Con- 
ception. She has, since that time, taught in the 
district schools. She is an instructor of marked 
ability, and is teaching in District No. 4, Washing- 
ton Township, at the present time, 

The parents of Mrs. McElhatton are John and 
Elizabeth (Burnett) Cleary, who were born in Ire- 
land, and reared and married in that country. He 
was born April 1, 1813, and she in 1817. They 
were the parents of eight children—John, Eliza, 
Mary, Margaret, Julia, Allen, Timothy and Pat- 
rick, The boys were taken by death, so that the 
|| daughters of the family are all who survive. Their 
parents are members of the Catholic Church and 
are worthy and able workers in the society to which 
they belong. | 

Mr. MckElhatton of this sketch lias eighty acres 
of finely cultivated land, and is engaged in the rais- 
(E=5)) ing of grain and blooded stock. ‘The pure Norman 
horses are his principal hobby and he has been ex- 
tremely prosperous and successful in this direction. 
In 1868 he built a fine dwelling, two stories in 
height, and has since added by degrees ornamenta- 
tion to his house and grounds, including trees, 
shrubs and flowers, making it generally beautiful 
and attractive. | 

In religious views the family are Catholics. Mr. 
McK, is a Democrat in politics and votes the 
|| straight ticket of his party. 

Thomas O’Mera was seven years of age when Mr. 
McKlhatton took him to his home, and the kindly 
hearts of the entire family were moved to give the or- 
phan boy affection and sympathy. He is past twen- 
_ ty-two, having been born Noy. 4, 1863, and respects 
and admires his patron and friend with heartfelt de- 
} i votion, Catherine McCormick, a waif of the city 
ae of Chicago, was adopted in 1884 by this charitable 
! f family. She was “born March 4, 1879, and is a 
| aig bright little girl, much beloved by the family and 
“noticed by all in the community. 

: Ik pair, so happily united in the sentiments of affec- 
ii. tion and charity, remember the divine command 
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and ae “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto the 
least of these, my children, ye have done it unto 
me,” 

Our subject came onto his farm in 1861, and at 
that time it was in a state which has since been con- 
siderably improved, and, as previously stated, has 
been made one of the most attractive homes in the 
county. Our subject is a man of much logical 
common sense, has a keen perception and is well-read 
and informed, He is eminently qualified for the 
public work of his county and township, and has 
been ‘Township Collector for three years, and at 
this time is ‘Treasurer of the School Board and Di- 
rector of the District Schools. He is also Road Su- 
pervisor, and has been for twelve years. 


YRUS TRAVER, ‘The subject of this per- 

sonal history, who is a general farmer and a 

successful and prominent citizen, both in- 
fluential and enterprising, is also a stock-breeder, 
and has an interest in every direction of agricul- 
tural industry. His home is situated on section 36, 
Center Township, and in his line of labor he has no 
superior in this vicinity. 

Mr. ‘Traver was born in Dutchess County, N. Y., 
on the Hudson River, Noy. 21, 1825,and is the son 
of Nicholas and Helen (Burger) Traver. They 
were born in New York State, the former in 1799. 
He departed this life in the State of New York, in 
1876. He had been engaged in agriculture and 
was the owner of 200 aeres of land, was a man of 
limited education, and was temperate, industrious 
and enterprising. Nicholas Traver was united in 
the bonds of matrimony with Helen Burger, a na- 
tive of New York, who was born in 1797, and died 
in April, 1885, They were the parents of eight 
children, as follows: Ezra J., Theron N., Cyrus, 
Catherine, Mary, Julia, Rufus and Robert. All of 
these children yet survive. . 

Mr, Cyrus 'Traver married Miss Abby B. More- 
house, Jan. 1, 1855. She was born in Connecticut, 
Noy. 6, 1824, and died Dec, 28, 1880. Her mar- 
riage day fell on New Year’s, 1855, and she was 
buried on New Year’s day, 1880. She was 2 mem- 
ber of the Lutheran Church, belonging to a congre- 
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gation at Elvira, and was an earnest Christian lady 
‘ind a devoted wife and mother. She left three 
children, but was the mother of four. one. a son, 
Frank §., born in 1856, died at the age of fif- 
teen, in 1871; Charles H., born Aug. 6, 1858; KEd- 
gar M., born in March, 1865; Elmer E., born in 
March, 1867. 

Mr, Traver again united in marriage, this time 
with Miss Jennie Whitney, Feb. 14,1883. She was 
born in 4857, and is the daughter of Willard and 
Fannie Whitney, natives of New York. Her father 

as born in 1820, and is still living. Ter mother, 

born in 1828, died in 1878, leaving five children, 
three of whom still survive. The children are as 
follows: Oliver H., Sula E., Herbert W., Edward 
W. and Mrs, Traver of this notice. Mr. Traver has 
by his last union one son—Perry C., born Feb, 1d, 
L586, 

Mr. T, has ninety-five acres of land and is doing 
a large agricultural business. ; 
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Ile came to Towa in 
the spring of 1857, and has been well prospered in 
every enterprise which he has undertaken, 

He isa member of the Lutheran Church at KI- 
vira, and lives the life of an earnest Christian, In 
polities he isa Republican. 

We show a view of Mr, Traver’s residence and 
farm buildings on another page of this work. 
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| 7 RANCIS M. FRAZIER. The subject. of 
19) this sketch is a dealer in hardware, agricult- 


ural unplements, suns, revolvers, fishing 
: tackle, ete. He is one of the highly respected and 
) esteemed citizens of this section of country, and his 
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place of business is situated on Main str 
Nation, He is the son of Lyman N. 
Frazier, and was born in Sharon Town 


eet in Lost 
and Cynthia 


ship, two and 
one-half miles north of Lost Nation, Sept. 22, 1857. 


Sr 


He was reared on the farm, and in 1882 opened 
his present place of business, He carries a stock of 


{  Uhout $3,000, and is doing a prosperous business. 


= a ar 


i His ability in commercial matters, his courtesy and 
i genial manner, secure for him a circle of patrons 
i which is both constant and valued. THe owns his 
nt Muilding and warehouse, besides 170 acres in Sharon 
Rxxkixy 
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‘Township, with good buildings which he rents, and 
160 acres near Pierson, Woodbury Co., Iowa. He 
has also 160 acres south of Correetionville, in the 
same county. All is good farming land, highly 
cultivated and improved, and Mr. Frazier feels a 
laudable pride in the work of his hands, (A sketch |i) 
of the father appears in another part of this work.) 

Our subject was married in Sharon ‘Township, 
Oct. 30, 1882, to Miss Annie L. Dutt, daughter of 
Thomas and Amanda Dutt, born in Berks County, 
Pa., May 9, 1864; they have had one. child which 
died in infancy, 

Mr. Frazier was appointed Postmaster Jan. 
13, 1885, under the old administration, although 
his politics are Democratic; his high moral charac- 
ter and his well-informed mind, together with his 
knowledge and brillianey as a politician, won him 
the office. 
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ms) DWARD WEST, deceased. Among the pio- ‘ 
neers of this county who were self-made 

/Ae—e) MECN ANA during their lives were closely 

identified with the agricultural development of the 
county, and who have passed to their home beyond ' 
the grave, is Edward West. He arrived in this : ‘ 
county with only *10 in’ his pocket and conse- ; 

quently was unable to buy land. He therefore rented 
for a few years and ecenomized, and then entered a , 
tract of Government land, consisting of 160 acres, 2 
and which was located on section 23, township 81, >} 


range 3, now De Witt Township. In a few years, 
hy economy and laborious toil, he was enabled to 
ud to his acreage until at the time of his demise 
his homestead contained 240 acres, and he had 
deeded to his children quite a goodly acreage. 
Edward West was born in Fayette County, Pa., 
June 24, 1803, His father, Samuel West, was a na-. 
tive of New Jersey and early in life learned the 
trade of a wagon-maker at Philadelphia, which call- 
ing he followed until his death, Edward was 
reared to agricultural pursuits in his native county, 
and continued to reside with the old folk until his 
marriage. That event occurred Noy. 135, ie 
Miss Sarah Phillips being the other contracting 


; ri a , ‘ 
party. She was likewise born in Fayette County, 
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and was a daughter of Benjamin and Sarah (Cain) 
Phillips, natives of New Jersey and early settlers in 
Fayette County. 


In 1830 Mr. West purchased a farm in Fayette 


County, and lived upon the same, actively engaged 
in its cultivation, until 1840. He then sold it and 
moved onto the road which leads from Wheeling to 
Philadelphia, and there kept public-house for one 
year, For the next two years he was-engaged in 
agricultural pursuits i close proximity to the hotel 
that he kept the previous year, In 18438, accom- 
panied by his wife and four children, he started for 
the then Territory of Iowa, The journey was made 
via the Monongahela, Ohio and Mississippi Rivers, to 
Camanche, where the family disembarked and made 
their way to the neighborhood of the present city 
of De Witt, where our subject rented a farm, For 
some seven or eight years he lived on the latter 
place, but in the meantime entered Government 
land on Silver Creek. On this land he erected a 
small frame house, as good as his means would per- 
mit, and at once began to improve and cultivate 
the land. The tract comprised 160 acres, and he 
enclosed the same and cultivated it and was there a 
resident until his death, Dec. 17, L880. 

Of the union of Mr. and Mrs. West seven chil- 
dren have been born, five of whom yet survive: 
Ellen is the widow of Albert Volner and lives in 
De Witt; Sarah is the wife of Israel Barr, who lives 
in Seott County; Harrison is a farmer of De Witt 
Township; Daniel B. is a resident of Orange 'Town- 
ship; Rachael is the wife of Leonard McCauley, 
who resides in Powshiek County. 

In polities Mr. West was a Republican, but prior 
to the organization of that party, belonged to the 


— Old-Line Whigs. 
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EVI DECKER, deceased, one of the pioneers 
of Clinton County, was born in ‘Tioga Coun- 
ty, N. Y., July 21, 1808. His father, Isaac 

Decker, was a soldier of Revolutionary fame, and 
was one of the first-comers into Western New York 


4nd into the county of Levi Decker’s nativity. 


He spent the last years of his life in Genesee County, 
When our subject’s parents removed to Genesee 
~ County he was quite young. It wasin that section 
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of country that he woed and married Mamie Croul, 
Feb. 5, 1829. 
four children: Benjamin C. was born in 
of Castile, Genesee Co., N. Y., and has always lived 
at home; Lucinda E., wife of G. B. Koons, lives in 
Lincoln. County, Dak.; Martha is deceased, andl 
Lydia C, at home, 

Mrs. Decker was born in Erie County, N. Y+ 
Aug. 4, 1812. Her father, John Croul, was 1 1a 
tive of New York 
County. He died in 


the town 


and was an early settler 
Allegany County, N. Y+s 


ae left as a memory the fact. aban he had served : 


bravely in the War of 1812, During the time he 
was in the army the mother of Mrs. 
her family, and, with a pair of horses and_ sled, re- 
turned to Cayuga County, N. Y., and stopped with 
her parents till the war was over, 

After marriage our subject settled in Genesee 
County, but lived and farmed there only until 
1837. He then sold and removed, going via the 
Lakes to Detroit, and thence with his family 0 
Jackson County, Mich., overland. ‘The roads were 
extremely bad, and Mr. Decker was obliged t0 
walk a large part of the way carrying his youngest 
child in his arms. They finally established them- 
selves one mile from Spring Arbor, where he had 
forty acres of timber land or oak openings. ‘They 
lived there until July, 1839, then sold out and 
started with a pair of horses and wagon for the 
Territory of Iowa, After thirteen days’ 
they landed in Clinton County. They first stopped 
with John Riggs, who was then living on see- 
tion 6, Bloomfield Township. There they remained 
six weeks, then went across the line to Jackson 
County and sojourned a little over a year, Mr. 
Decker was at that time employed in the MeClay 
eristmill, In the meantime he took up a claim on 
section 6, joining Mr, Riggs’ place, and they erected 
a small frame building which is thought to have 
been the first house in the county, It was built 
in the fall of 1840, and in December of that year 
the family moved in, When the land came into 
market he entered forty acres and some years later 
forty more, in the same section, The nearest post- 
office was Bellevue, twenty-five miles distant. 

Mr. Decker commenced farming with a pair of 
oxen, and carried on his farm and his marketing 
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With oxen. The markets at this time were Belle- 


vue, Dubuque and Galena, There were then no 
railroads west of Chicago, while now two railroads 
pass through the farm, and the city of Delmar, a little 


In 1847 our subject sold 


more than a mile distant. 
his farm and removed to section 8, where he bought 
a tract of land, and here spent the last years of his 
life. He died Noy, 9, 1883. He was a man wide- 
ly respected for his many virtues and good traits 
character, and was heartily and sincerely 
mourned by the community at large. Mrs. Decker 
occupies the homestead and shows a good capacity 
for business in the management of her husband’s 


of 


" teats ’ Titter ' 


estate, 

Mr. and Mrs. Decker joined the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church in Genesee County and the Baptist 
They were among. the most 





Church in Michigan. 
prominent and influential members of the Baptist 
denomination at Maquoketa. Mr, D. held various 
offices of trust throughout the township; was ‘Pown- 
ship ‘Trustee, Assessor and Supervisor. He was a 
Democrat, first voting for Andrew Jackson, and al- 
ways voted that ticket, with one exception, for 
Abraham Lincoln. 
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E ROL B. WADLEIGH, of Clinton. Clinton 

County has within its borders numerous: 

enterprising men have come in to 
“lengthen her cords and strengthen her stakes,” 
and prominent among them is the subject. of this 
biographical sketch. 
as follows: 

Robert Wadleigh, a native of Scotland, came to 
America sometime between 1630 and 1640, and 
first settled at Kittery, Me. ‘The records to which 
the writer has had access show him to have been 
one of the most vigorous, active and successful men 
of his time, During his residence in Kittery he ac- 
quired, through grants and by purchases, large 
tracts of timber land on the Po and Back Rivers in 
Maine, and also on the Lamprey River, in 
Hampshire, 


who 
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His genealogical relations are 













New 
At each of the above-named places he 
built and operated sawmills, one of which is said to 
have been the first, or one of the first, erected in 
America, His business interests at the latter place 
demanding so much of his attention, he decided to 
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remove from Kittery to New Hampshire, 


Sept. 26, 1676, he was “accepted an inhabitant and 
Aug. 10, 1679, he was 


elected ‘Commissioner to carry lm the estates of — 


commoner” of Exeter. 


preme Court, which office he retained until dis- 
qualified by age. His sons were John, Joseph, 
Robert, Jonathan and Henry, and comprise the 
second generation in this country, 

Joseph Wadleigh, who is in the direct line of de- 
scent with our subject, like his father became inter- 
ested in manufacturing, but later in life removed 
to Kensington, N. H., where he engaged in farming. 
His sons were James, Benjamin, Joseph and ‘The- 
ophilus, and constitute the third generation in this 
country. 

Next in the line of descent with the subject of 
our sketch is James Wadleigh, who, like his pre- 
decessors, removed from the paternal home and 
located at Epping, N. H., purchasing the sawmill 
and “ water privalage”’ in the town of Lee, which 
from his great-grandfather took, and for over two 
hundred years has retained, the name of Wadleigh’s 
Falls. His sons were John, James, Joseph, Simeon, 
Thomas, Enoch, Josiah, Dearborn and William. 

Following down the line of descent, we come to 
the great-grandfather of our subjeet, John Wad- 
leigh, who was born in Epping, N. H., Aug. 10, 
1753, of whom we quote from Lewis’ History of 
Belknap County, N. H.: “John Wadleigh was 
among the pioneers of the town. Energy was the 
corner-stone of his character, the secret of his sue- 
cessful life, Mr. Wadleigh was a man of note, and 
his voice was often heard in the councils of the 
town, where he was many times chosen to office. 
In the great struggle of the American colonies with 
the mother-country he was an active participant, 
serving his country with patriotism and zeal” at 
Bunker Hill and other places. At the close of the 
war he returned to his home; but the spirit of un- 
rest engendered in the army would not permit him 
to remain there; and with his wife,and only son he 
sought and found a home at Meredith, N. H., where 
he lived, and died Aug, 11, 1842. 

Ile had but one son, Dearborn Wadleigh, who 
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was born in 1777 in Epping, and with his parents 
removed to eka at the age of eleven years. 
He, like his ancestors, became a manufacturer of 
lumber, and for a time gave it his entire attention, 
but later in life abandoned it for the more con- 
genial occupation of the farmer, which he continued 
to be until his death, which occurred Dee. 27, 
1859. 

He had two sons, Simeon and John Wadleigh, 
the latter the father of our subject, of whom we 
again quote from Lewis’ History: “ Belknap County 
has been honored by her sons, and the old town of 
Meredith has none whom her citizens hold in greater 
esteem and regard than Gen. John Wadleigh. He 
was born in Meredith, N. H., June 3, 1 806, and 
died Oct. 25, 1873. He was a descendant of a 
family second to none in the State, whose members 
have ever been leaders in society and men of. in- 
fluence. Gen. Wadleigh possessed the fine feelings 
of the old-school gentleman, and was true as steel 
to his friends. Inheriting a powerful physique, 
with immense impelling force, he had the self-poise 
and boldness imparted by consciousness of strength. 
Holding pronounced opinions, he was always ready 
and able to defend them against any attack. His 
mind was a battery alw: ays charged, his animal 
‘Spirits a fountain that never failed, He filled many 
high places of honor and responsibility. That he 
always discharged their duties with fidelity is shown 
by the oft-repeated and long-continued manifesta- 
tions of public confidence and trust reposed in him. 
Ilis services to the State were long and arduous. 
To those acquainted with the annals of New Hamp- 
shire his name is a familiar one, and in his native 
town no figure has been more prominent, Of rare 
judgment and irrepressible energy, he hewed to the 
line of unshaken purpose, and takes his place right- 
fully among those whose memory history will per- 


a petuate.” His sons are Le Roi B. and John Db. 


Le Roi B. Wadleigh was born Aug. 20, 1833, in 
i Meredith, Belknap Co., N. IL, He received an 
academical education, came West and located at 
- Dixon, TL, in May, 1855. During that year he 
| purchased 1,000 acres of land near Milledgeville, 


a IIL, with a view of engaging in farming and stock- 


raising. Changing his mind, the following spring, 
1856, he disposed of the above-mentioned tract of 
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land. He then (1856) bought a portable sawmill, 
which he took to Minnesota, where for two years 
he was engaged in the manufacture of lumber. In 
1857 he sold his mill property and returned to New 
Hampshire, where he remained a year, and in 1859 
went to California, Ile was there engaged in min- 
ing and merchandising about four years, In May, 
1863, he located in Clinton, and was employed one 
year in the freightoflice of the North-Western Rail- 
way Company, and the following eight years was 
employed by W. J. Young & Co., at Clinton and 
Council Bluffs, in the lumber business. During his 
residence at Council Bluffs, in partnership with J. 
W. Pollock, he established several lumber-yards on 
the line of the Sioux City & Pacific Railroad, which 
he carried on successfully in addition to his other 
business at Council Bluffs. The firm of Pollock & 
Co, were also heavy grain-buyers at the several 
points where their lumber-yards were located, 
After severing his relations with W. J. Young & 
10, Mr. Wadleigh established at Council Bluffs a 


lumber brokerage office, and was so occupied one } 


year. In 1874 he came to Lyons, purchased a saw- 
mill and associated as partners Messrs. Wells and 
Batchelder, under the firm name of W adleigh, 
Wells & Co. He sold his interest in that firm J uly 
4, 1578, and for one year was engaged in looking 
after his lumber interests at Cedar Falls and in 
Western lowa. The following year he furnished 
the stock for operating the sawmill at Fulton, IIL. 


In 1878 he purchased stoek in the Clinton Lumber § 


Company, and in January, 1880, he hought a con- 
trolling interest in the company, since which time 
he has been its President. Their capital stock 
is ample and they employ about two hundred and 
twenty-five men. 

Mr. Wadleigh is also a stockholder and Director 
in the City National Bank of Clinton, and also a 
stockholder and President of the Neely-Bryant 
Lumber Company at Waterloo, Towa. 

Mr, Wadleigh was married to Mary C, Pollock 
in 1856, She is the daughter of William and Sarah 
(Maison) Pollock, both originally of Baa en. 
Mr. Wadleigh has a family of five children, whose 
names are William M., Minnie H., Le Roi P., 
Pauline V. and Maude C, 

In polities he isa Democrat, and served his town 
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in 1867 as Alderman, the city in 1868 as aes, 
and the county in the State Legislature of 1879-80 ; 
and by his party he was sent as a delegate to the 
Democratic National Convention which nominated 
Cleveland for President. 

Mr. Wadleigh is 1 member of the Masonic fra- 
ternity, having attained to the 52d degree. 

Taken together, Mr. Wadley’s endowments are 
such as fit him to occupy a high place in the regard 
of the people. Not only is he one of the most 
prominent business-men, but he has good and suf- 
ficient reason to look back over the annals of his 
ancestry with a degree of pride unknown to many, 
and as the sun of the past sheds its light upon the 
resting-place of those gone before, he feels and 
knows that he has in his possession an heirloom 
such as cannot be taken from him, 

A portrait of Mr. Wadleigh is shown in connec- 
tion with this sketch, 


7RTHUR W. BLUNT, A. M., M. D., of 
Clinton, was born at Dalton, Ga. July 50> 
1854. He is the eldest son of John E. and 
| Augusta EK, (Wood) Blunt, the former a 
fatite of Tennessee, and the latter of Massachusetts, 
Previous to the war J. E. Blunt was engaged in 
railroad enterprises at the South; afterward, from 
1864 to 1879, he resided at Wheaton, IL, as Civil 
Engineer of the C, & N. W. R. R. During the 
latter year he took charge of that company’s exten- 
sive interests in Minnesota and Dakota, being ap- 
pointed Chief Engineer of the system known as the 
Winona & Saint Peter and Dakota Central Rail- 
ways, with headquarters at Winona, Minn. He has 
always been a prominent and leading man in rail- 
road circles and has the reputation of being a care- 
ful and skillful manager. His family numbers five 
children—Alice, John, Frank, Margie and our sub- 
ject. 
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Blunt entered college at Wheaton, Ill, in 
, graduated in 1873, and received the degree 


M. from his alma mater in 1876. Subse- 


Wheaton, and graduated from the Chicago Hom- 
raledictorian 











of ‘the class. The next two years were spent as 
physician in charge of the Dispensary and Hospital | 
connected with the College, and also in pursuit of 
post-graduate studies. After a short stay at W1- 
nona, Minn., he located at Clinton in 1881," 
where he is engaged at the present time, and pos- 
sesses a large and growing patronage. He is well 
read, a deep and profound thinker, with good idg- 
ment and keen, logical common sense. These qual- 
ities, united to fine social address, tend to make 
him popular, and command for him the confidence 
and esteem, of the entire community. 

Dr. Blunt was married in 1883 to Alice A. Mul- 
lett, a native of Vevay, Ind., and daughter of Eu- 
gene and Valeria (Harding) Mullett. Her parents 
are residents of Clinton, where her father has been 

practice as a dentist since 1868. Dr. Blunt’s 
residence and office property, No. 323 Fifth aye- 
nue, was purchased by him in 1885 and is one of 
the neatest and most attractive homes in the city. 

Dr. Blunt is a Republican in polities and has 
good, practical ideas relative to public affairs. As 
au member of the Congregational Church he is an 
earnest and active worker. Possessing a strong 
ambition and a high standard of professional excel- 
lence, with the aid and sympathy of a noble and wo- 
manly life companion, he is well fitted to attain a 
front rank in his chosen profession and secure in 
due time the permanent rewards of a successful and 
honorable career. 


NDREW JACKSON RIGGS, residing on 
section 17, Waterford ‘Township, dates his 
advent to Iowa in 1837. He was one of 






| 





@ the earliest settlers in the Territory, and 


knows the hardships which seemed to be fore- 
ordained for the pioneer, He has a well-informed 
mind, and is possessed of those attributes of char- 
acter which enable him to worthily fill offices of 
public trust. He has been Justice of the Peace, 
and has held other important positions in this town- 
ship. 

Mr, Riggs has been a resident of Iowa since 
1837, a period of nearly fifty years. He was born 





eopathic College in 1878, being the 


Dr 
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| quently he studied medicine with the Drs. Pratt, of 
_ hear the city of Lyons, Wayne Co., N. Y., June 21, 
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1852. His father, 
State of New Jersey, and is the son of John Riggs, 
Sr., a native of the same State. In 1799 John 
Riggs, Sr., removed with his family to Wayne 
County, N. Y. THis tract of land was mostly tim- 
ber, which he bought from the Holland Purchase 
Company, and which is now included in the city 
limits. THe cleared a farm from the wilderness and 
soon afterward the land increased in value as the 
town advanced in importance and he sold his home 
and bought again. On the last purchase he lived 
till called to a better home. 

The father of our subject was reared in W ayne 

fi i County, and as soon as he attained the proper size 
3) assisted his father in agricultural operations. He 
had a brother-in-law named Hull, who was a Col- 
onel during the War of 1812 in the American 
Army, and while home on a furlough took Mr, 
Riggs, then a child, along with him to the lines, 
‘and he there served as the ( ‘Olonel’s body servant. 
_ He carried a musket with the rest of the soldiers, 
| ll and became something of a pet among the mem- 
bers of the army. He remained with the army till 
the close of the war, then, returning home, re- 
mained for a time and then went to Canada, after 
which he was employed in the lumber 1 regions. He 
|) spent seven years in this vicinity and then returned 
to his old home. 

Our subject’s father was married in Wayne 
fj} County, in 1826, to Alma Crowl. She 
in Cayuga County, N. Y., and direc ‘tly after mar- 

riage they went to Allegany County. There he 
bought timber land and built a log house and ecom- 
menced the clearing and settling of a farm. He 
lived there about five years, then returned to 
|| Wayne County and settled on his father’s farm. 
He resided in that section of country till 1837, 
then, fired with the Western fever, which enthused 
so many to believe in the wealth and prosperity of 
i that country, he came to the Territory of lowa, via 
gjythe Krie Canal to Buffalo, by the lakes to Cleve. 
ie “land, thence by the Ohio to the Mississippi, and 
ne north to Burlington. At that city the family spent 
oa the winter. He then went to Jackson County to 
ji join a brother, whom he found near Maquoketa, 
jl, Lowa. He entered land on section 6, in what is 
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ffi now Bloomfield Township, this county, and built a 
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Revie, where he lived till 1849. He was taken sick 
while on a journey to California, and the disease 
proving fatal he died, in 1849, and his remains were 
interred near Elkhorn River. His wife was subse- 
quently married and still survives, 

There were eight children born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Riggs, Sr., as follows: George W., who lives in 
Farmington, Utah Ter.; Ashley C., who lives at 
Monticello, Minn.; John H., living at Kureka, 
Adams Co,, Iowa.; Charles R., of W oodbury Coun- 
ty, lowa; De Witt C.,.who lives at Arapahoe, Neb. ; 
Zachariah 'T. lives at Minneapolis; Ann, wife of 
Isaac G, Parker, lives at Delmar, 
subject, 

Andrew J. Riggs was the fourth child in order 
of birth, and was but five years of age when he 
came to Iowa. He was seventeen when his father 
died, and he assisted his brother to manage the 
farm, making his home on the old homestead. 
There he continued till 1864. Tle was married in 
that year, and located in 1865 on the farm he now 
owns, Which contains 160 acres. It was wild prairie 
land at the time he took it, but he has cultivated 
and improved it, planted fruit and shade tr ees, and 
erected a set of handsome frame buildings, which 
gives his farm the appearance of a modern and — 
well-regulated home. The work of his industrious 
hands compares well with tiny of the township or 
county. 

His wife was Eliza Jane M wlholland, ‘and she was 
born at Auburn Center, Ohio, March 15, 1844, 
Her father, Rey. Richard Mutholland, was born in 
Londonderry, Ireland, and was of Seoteh parentage, 
Ile was sixteen years of age when he came to 
America, and after reaching here turned his atten- 
tion to the attainment of an education, and was so 
successful in Obtaining his desire that he graduated 
when twenty-three years of age and became a min- 
ister in the Methodist Kpiscopal Church. THe died 
at Maquoketa, Sept. 11, 1863. Mrs. R.’s mother. 
was Eliza EK. Abbey. She was born in Auburn, 
Ohio, and died in Portage County, that State, 
March 8, 1885. Mr, and Mrs, Riges are the par- 
ents of two children, as follows: KE. Elsworth and 
Lindus L,; and they have an adopted daughter, by 
name Krmina. 


Mr. Riggs is a man of independent polities, and 
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votes, so far as lies in his power, for the best man 
for the people. He is honorable in design and 
faithful in execution, and Clinton County has every 
reason to take a sincere pride in those citizens who 
study the first and best good of her people, and 
their ultimate benefit and progress. 

The Chicago, Milwaukee & Saint Paul Railroad 
made a station on the line of their road on land 
given to then’ by Mr, Riggs, and named their sta- 
tion “ Riggs” in his honor, and there has sprung up 
at that point a little village; the postoffice is also 
named * Riges.” : 

We present a view of Mr, Riggs’ residence on 
another page of this ALBUM. 
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WS) ZRA ALLEN MILLER. As a representa- 
5 tive of the agricultural class of this county, 
hs 

life through his own energy and perseverance, we 
take pleasure in presenting the name at the begin- 
ning of this biographical notice. Mr, Miller is at 
present residing on section 16, Orange ‘Township, 
and is there actively engaged in the prosecution of 
his noble calling and meeting with ‘success. He 
was born in Geneseo Township, Livingston Co,, N. 
Y., Aug. 1, 1836. The father of Ezra A. Miller, 
Ezra M. Miller, was born in Albany County, N. Y., 
and our subject’s grandfather, Allen Miller, was a 
native of New York City and of German ancestry. 
The grandfather early in life learned the trade of a 
millwright, and, removing to Albany County, in 
his native State, he followed his trade for a while 
and then removed to Livingston County. Te then 
‘ame to [linois and located on the farm of his son, 
Ezra M., in Winnebago County, and was there en- 
gaged in farming and stock-raising until his death, 
in 1874. The father of our subject, Ezra M. Mil- 
ler, was reared on the farm in New York belong- 
Ile continued to reside on the 


and a gentleman who has been successful in 


ing to his father. 
parental homestead until his marriage, engaged in 
his chosen vocation. In 1889, hoping to better his 
financial condition, in company with his wife and 
three children, he started for the broad unculti- 
vated prairie lands of Hlinois. The trip was made 


overland with a team of horses and a wagon loaded 











Arriving in Winnebag« 


with his household goods. 
_ County, he procured a claim, by purchase, of Peter 
Gonsolus, on which he located with his family, it 


being in what is now Cherry Valley Township. On 
this purchase he erected the customary log house, . 


and as soon as the land came into market he en-)) 


tered it and was there actively engaged in its im-. 
provement and cultivation until 1548. 
disposed of that farm and purchased another in the 
same township. He was a veterinary surgeon, and 
the farm was mostly conducted by hisson. In May, 
1862, he enlisted in the 15th Il. Vol. Cay., as vet- 
erinary surgeon, and served in that capacity for 
upward of two years, when he resigned, and, return- 
ing to Illinois, settled at Springfield, where he em- 
barked in the life-insurance business, From the ) 
latter city he went to Indianapolis, Ind., where he 
followed the same business and where he died in 
1874. The maiden name of our subject’s mother 
was Jane K. Wells. She was born in Herkimer 
County, N. Y., and the issue of her union with Mr. 
Miller was eight children, 
Kizra A. Miller was the second in order of birth 
of his parents’ children. He was reared a farmer’s 
boy and received the advantages afforded by the! 
common schools. At seventeen years of age he — 
took charge of the old parental homestead and oe- jj 
cupied his time in farming thereon until 1859. He 
then apprenticed himself to learn the carpenter's 
trade, which, after working at the same for two 
years, he mastered, and was engaged in contracting 
and building until 1862, In March, 1862, Mr. 


He then” 





Miller removed to Clinton County, and Reed |)’ 


forty acres Of land on section 16, in Orange ‘Town-| 
ship, and was there until August of the same year, 
August 9, 1862, Mr. Miller enlisted in Co. H, 
26th Iowa Vol. Inf. He served nine months in de- 
fense of his country’s flag, when he was discharged 
on account of disability. Returning home, he, 
after convalescing, entered upon the duties of a 
pedagogue, which he followed for about four years 
and then engaged in working at his trade, in the 
meantime having engaged to some extent in the in- 
surance business, 
farm where he is now living, and since that time 
has been continuously occupied in agricultural pur- 
suits; He has on his place a good set of frame 
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In 1866 Mr. Miller located on the 
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buildings and in the prosecution of his chosen vo- 


Ezra Miller was married Feb. 18, 1857, to 
Jane Palmer, daughter of Henry and Rebecca 
(Root) Palmer. She was born in Ontario County, 
N. Y., and has borne him seven children—A da, 
ante Hermon, Ernest, Ralph, Herbert and Allen 
F. Heand his wife are members of the Christian 
Church, In politics he votes with the Republican 
party, having cast his vote for the first nominee of 
that party, John C. Fremont.. He is a member of 
Howard Post, No. 92, G. A. R., and the beneficia1 'y 
order of Modern Woodmen of America, De Witt 
Camp, No. 162, 

We present a view of Mr. Miller’s place on an- 
other page of this work, 
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ILLIAM ROBERT ANTHONY. The sub- 
ject of this personal history is one of the 
most prominent and progressive business- 

men of Clinton County, and one of its best citizens. 
He is a member of the firm of W. R. Anthony «& 
Co., manufacturers of and dealers in lumber, lath, 
shingles, doors, sash and blinds, and building-paper, 
and is well-known and highly respected in busi- 
ness circles as One possessing good capacity and 
strength of purpose, 

Mr. Anthony was born in Camanche, Iowa, Jan. 
11, 1853, and was the seventh child in order of 
) birth and the third son of Horace and Elizabeth 
>! (McClosky) Anthony. Horace Anthony was born 
in New York July 22, 1816. His father, Joseph 
Anthony, was a native of Connecticut, He was a 
soldier of the War of 1812. [is father, the grand- 
father of Horace and great-grandfather of our sub- 
ject, was a soldier of the Revolution. Joseph An- 
=sj thony married a Miss Gilbert, whose parents were 
ik natives of Connecticut, and of old Puritan stock, 
e ( Horace left his native State and went to New 

~ Haven, Conn., and remained there four years, then 
/ | came west to Ulinots, in 1838, and stoped at Quin- 
: a cy. <A year later he removed to Rock Island, and 
ji for some time was at work on the Rapids for the 
, | Government, mining rock, ete. He then engaged - 
rie as a clerk and continued thus employed until 1854, 
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when he came to Iowa and to Camanche, ‘There he 
engaged in the sawmill and lumbering business, 
which he has continued ever since. He 
Miss Elizabeth McClosky Oct. 6, 1840. She was 
born in Allegheny County, Pa., Dec, 20, 1820. 
They are the parents of seven children, four sons 
and three daughters, 

Our subject received his early education in the 
common schools, which was afterward advanced by 
an attendance at the Bryant & Stratton Business 
College at Chicago, While in attendance there his 
father was taken sick and he was called home to as- 
sist him in his business, and from that time he was 
in the employ of Anthony & MecClosky as book- 
keeper and clerk until 1878, when he bought Mr. 
McClosky’s share in the business and the firm be- 
came W, Rh. Anthony & Co. In January, 1886, a 
stock company was formed and incorporated under 
the laws of the State of Lowa, and the business still 
continues under the name of W. R. Anthony & 
Co., the officers being as follows: Horace Anthony, 
President; W. R. Anthony, Vice-President, Secre- 
tary and ‘Treasurer, 

W. R. Anthony was united in marriage Dec, 11, 
1872, with Ida EK, Kilmer, of Schoharie, N. Y., who 
was born Feb, 2, 1853. She is the daughter of 
Peter and Helen M. (Nethaway) Kilmer, and to 
them have been born three children, as follows: 
Glen Roy, Earl B. and Horace Francis. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Anthony are members of the 
First Baptist Church at Camanche, and are helpful, 
earnest followers of the religion of our Lord. He 
also belongs to Hope Lodge No, 13, A. O. U. W. 
In politics he is a Republican and supports the par- 
ty strongly and loyally, 
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AMES McLAUGHLIN. Among the old + 
settlers of Deep Creek Township, as well as 
one of the honored citizens of this county, 

“is the subject of this biographical notice, 

who came to this State in the fall of 1849, and 
since maturity has been actively identified with its 
agricultural development. He was born in Keno- 
sha County, Wis., March 28, 1842. : 

The father of our subject, Bernard McLaughlin, § 
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| f - a native of the Emerald Isle, was there reared to | children, all of whom are living: John, a farmer ih 
te * ‘ ® ™ ~ 4 . b 
. Me manhood and there married. Tle was a tailor by | residing on section 17, Deep Creek Township, i 18 fil i< 
nlp trade, and followed the same in his native land, married to Josie O’Mera; Mary is living at home 
4 I and shortly after marriage he and his wife emi- | and has attained considerable success in the per- 
| ‘+ grated to this country, locating in Wisconsin. | formance of the duties of a teacher; Susie is the, 
. . | 
. > There the father abandoned the trade he had | wife of Edward MecGonegle, a farmer of Bloom- ti 
if! . eee 
> learned and engaged in agricultur al pursuits, at | field Township; Dennis, Julia, James, Jennie and ( 
| . . : : > “ 
which he labored, with some success, until 1849. | Gertrude are living at home. Mr. and Mrs, Mc- 
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During that year he came to this State and settled 
on an undeveloped tract of Goyernment land in 
Hampshire Township. He lived on this tract until 
the spring of 1866, all the while engaged in its im- 
provement and cultivation, and then went to Pres- 
ton, where he is at present residing, retired from 
the active labors of life, he and his good wife hav- 
ing attained a ripe old age, being more than three- 
The father was one of the 
Township, and was 
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score and ten years. 
earliest settlers Hampshire 
active in securing new-comers to take up homes in 
his neighborhood, having made many trips to lowa 
City on foot in behalf of families who settled near 
him and to induce others to come. He will be re- 
membered by many of the citizens yet living in 
that township as a whole-souled, genial gentleman, 
turned a deaf ear to true 


. 
« 


and who never 
charity. 

James McLaughlin was the 
birth of his parents’ nine children, six sons and 
three daughters, and of whom four of the former 
and three of the latter are yet living. The early 
life,of Mr. McLaughlin was passed in assisting his 
father to improve and develop his land, and to 
establish a permanent home in the new country, 
and his education was received in the primitive log 
schoolhouse of this county. 

April 8, 1860, Mr. McLaughlin was married, in 
Bellevue, Lowa, to Miss Jane Collins, born in Fair- 
field Township, Jackson County, in 1840, She is 
the daughter of Dennis and Mary (Kerwin) Col- 
lins. Her father was a farmer by occupation, and 
moved to Jackson County from one of the Eastern 
States, but was born on the Emerald Isle. He was 
reared in his native country, emigrated to the 
United States, was married in this State, and died 
at Lyons in 1878. Her mother survived her hus- 
band about four years. 


Mrs. McLaughlin has borne her husband eight | 
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third in order of 
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Laughlin are consistent members of the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

In polities Mr. McLaughlin is an active sup- 
porter of the principles advocated by the Demo- 
cratic party, and never fails to cast his vote for that 
party when opportunity affords. He has held the 
local offices of his township, and at present. is resid- 
ing’ 
ing 
cution of his 
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/ ACOB F. SCHEDER. The subject of this 
personal history is a general farmer and 


Is 


on his fine farm of 240 acres, where he is meet- 
with more than ordinary success in the prose- 
“ulling. 


=|} stock-raiser, and is one of the most promis- 
© ing and progressive men of the community. 
He is a resident of Deep Creek Township, Clinton 
County, where he now resides on section 1, his 
property including 205 acres in Clinton County, 
and eighty acres adjoining it in Jackson County; 
this is in Van Buren ‘Township, and is all in a high 
state of cultivation, He also owns 120 acres on 
section 2, which is well improved. 
Mr, Scheder was born in Baden, 
25, 1847. Tis father, Lewis Scheder, a native of 
Baden, was of pure German ancestry and birth, 
He was a farmer 


Germany, Feb. 


and possessed a good German ed- 
ucation, and was married to a German lady who 
(lied a few weeks later in that country, and he was 
again married, this time to Louisa Fogel. After 
marriage the parents settled down on a farm, and 
upon hearing of the freedom and advantages await- 
ing any new-comer to the United States, he started 
with his wife and four children—two having died 
in Germany. He was the only member of his fam- 
ily who ever came to America. They left port at 
Havre and set sail for New York City, and after 
thirty-two days’ travel, landed in May, 1862, 
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a.  /} =e Senna 
fo,” | 3 They went from there to Jackson County, 
~ Iowa, locating and living there three years. — It 
‘- might be mentioned that the family was reduced 
a to three children on arrival, one having died on the 
as passage. The husband and father rented a farm 
sity but later purchased 100 acres for which he paid 
bik $1,000. This was his entire worldly wealth. A 
t. - little later he held a trust deed which he took, and 
ao : other parties holding a warranty deed, he was 
enn thereby the entire loser, and found that he had been 


-foully dealt with. This was one example in thous- 
ands in this part of Iowa during early settlement, 
Mr. Seheder was, however, too plucky to give up, 
and succeeded in making a purchase of the same 
from the parties who would have taken it, and hay- 
ing satisfactorily arranged matters, the land re- 
mained in his possession and to-day belongs to his 
children, He lived on his well-cultivated farm 
with which he had so much trouble, for several 
years, and in 1869 purchased another farm of 120 
acres in this county, in Deep Creek ‘Township. On 
this farm he made many improvements, and culti- 
vated it until his death, which occurred May 3, 
1881, aged sixty-eight years. His wife, our sub- 
ject’s mother, had passed away April 10, 1880, 
over a year before her husband. They were 
members of the Evangelical Church, and in politics 
Mr. Scheder was a solid Republican. Our subject 
is the oldest of the family now living, consisting of 
four. Five are deceased, two of whom were older 
than Jacob F. The living are as follows: Jacob 
F., our subject; Louisa, residing on the homestead ; 
William Lewis, at home; Caroline, who, with her 
sister Louisa, is housekeeper for their brother, 
Jacob F, Scheder lived at home until he was thirty- 
three years of age, assisting in the work on his 
father’s farm. 

He was married in Van Buren Township, Jack- 
iy son Co., Lowa, Feb. 25, 1880, to Mary E. Foster, 
‘born in the same township in which she was mar- 
ried, and where she lived up to that event. The 
* date of her birth was Noy, 14, 1855. Her parents 
were English, her father being by name Edward 
_ Foster, Her mother was by name Mary Dolphin. 
hy They were married in Herkimer, N. Y., and came 
| West in 1852, and settled in Jackson County, 
» Towa, where her father was a farmer up to 1882, 
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at which time he retired. er mother died in 
1877 at the age of fifty-six. Mrs. Scheder had 


been reared at home up to the time of her mar- 
riage, and has become the mother of four children, 
one of whom is deceased, The children are 4s 
follows: Edward, Laura M., Grace (deceased), and 
Frederick, Mr. Scheder has 
resided in his present home and has been actively 
engaged a -farmer. He also raises thorough- 
bred cattle, of which Short-horn is the principal 
breed. 

Mr. Scheder has for the last three y 
atanch Democrat, and supports his party ably as an 
adherent to its policy. He isa member of society 
of which it may be justly proud, as his sentiment 
is, “* Be sure you are right, then @o ahead.” With 
the aid of his good father, and an indomitable per- 
severance and industry to back him, he stands to- 
day a man respected by all, a good citizen and 
a stanch friend. 

A fine lithographic view of Mr. 
dence, commodious barns and out-buildings, stock, 
ete., is shown on another page of this work, 


HARLES F. BARNETT. The subject of 

this sketch, who is much esteemed and a 
/’ highly influential citizen, is the Assessor of 
Sharon Township, and a resident of Clinton Coun- 
ty. He was born in Crown Point, N. Y., April 1), 
18355. His father, James H. Barnett, was a native 
of New [lampshire, and his grandfather, also James 
Barnett, lived in that. State several years, remov- 
ing therefrom to New York. In the latter State 
he spent the last years of his life at Crown Point. 
The father of our subject was reared on a farm and 
married Lydia Griswold, of Essex County, N. Y. 
He died at Crown Pointyin 1861. His widow lives 
with a son close to the old homestead, 

Our subject was the sixth child in order of birth 
in the family, and grew up attending the public 
schools and assisting on the farm. He made his 
home with his parents until his marriage, March 
8, 1866, and then came to Lowa and bought a farm 
on section 8, Sharon ‘Township. Only a_ small 
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frame house constituted the improvements, but he § 
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Wardsboro, Vt., and, while clearing and culti- iM Ne 


j 

f = ss 

: -_ 

“3 was young and filled with the ardor of ambition, 
‘atine the rough farm lands, raised three sons— ats 


and feared no obstacle that obtruded itself. He . 
bees gee ees 


looked over the prairie land, wild and unbroken, 
and knew that within him lay the power to make 
it a home, beautiful and attractive, and 


worthy the name. 


from 


Hollis, Stephen and Alvin, and two daughters— 
Sylvia and Servia. 
Hollis Corbin was borm April 8,°1800, im the j 


town of Wardsboro, Vt., and worked on the farm | : gi 


= 


and also learned the clothier’s business. About the | 
year 1822 he journeyed to the then distant and wil- 
derness West and settled in Campbelltown, Steuben 
Co., N. Y. Tlere he first engaged in the manu- 
facture of woolen cloths—also built two sawmills, 
manufactured lumber and engaged in farming, 
The best clear lumber brought $8 to $10 per M ; 
now it is worth $40 to $50, A bushel of wheat, a 
yard of fulled cloth, fifty cents in money anda day’s 
labor were then of equal value, and no strikes for 
higher wages were thought of. Hollis Corbin mar- 
ried Laura Gilbert, Dec. 27, 1829, in the town of 
Orange, Steuben Co., N.Y. The latter was born 
Nov. 7, 1810, in Arlington, Vt. They had two 
sons and one daughter, all born in Campbelltown, 
Steuben Co., N. Y., respectively Dr. G. EK. Cor- 
bin, born March 4, 1831, now residing in Saint 
John’s, Mich.; Dr. J. 8. Corbin, born Nov, 24, 
1833, now residing ‘in Clinton, Iowa, and Lucy 
Lauraett, born May 14, 1836, now Mrs. Dr. Meyers, 
residing in Clinton. 

On the 14th day of May, 1846, Hollis Corbin 
and family set out in a covered wagon for the Far 
West, and after fifteen days’ journey reached 
Milan, Hluron Co., Ohio, and bought and settled 
upon a quarter-section of land near that place, 
Here work upon the farm, with limited advantages 
for education, was the doctor’s experience till the | 
spring of 1850, when his father sold the farm, and, 
there being no railroads, again set out with his 
family in a coyered wagon for the West. Entering 
Chicago on their westward march, they drove oyer 
sandy knobs and scrubby pine wastes, where now 
are the Chicago University and Douglas monu- 
ment, Passing through Chicago, a low, wet place 
of 25,000 inhabitants, they reached Saint Charles, 
Kane Co., Ill, then a promising place, being the 
terminus of the only railroad then out of Chicago, 
and that a strap rail. Here Hollis Corbin immedi- 
ately commenced to build a steammill and make 
the oak plank and lumber for a plankroad thirty 


Our subject was married in New York to Har- 
riet Paul, daughter of Nelson and Harriet (Hay- 
ward) Paul, natives of Vermont, She was born in 
New Hampshire, July 1, 1841, and was well worthy 
the brave and gallant spirit that won her heart ancl 
Together the 





hand, being fearless and womanly. 
ambitious pair returned to the husband’s land, and 
have there been continuous residents since, with 
the exception of one year spent in the East. The 
land is in a splendid condition, is highly improved 
His house was built in 1888, and 


peaee 


and prolific. 
none who know him can doubt that the best loca- 
tion was chosen and that. his residence, modern in 
attractive. 


architecture, is convenient, neat and 
Looking over their home Mr. and Mrs. Barnett feel 
that they have indeed found * That place this side 
the stars where some blest pair have met and called 


it home.” 

Mr. Barnett is a useful man in a public way, is 
something of a politician and votes the Democratic 
ticket. He was elected to his present office in 
1884-85. He labors faithfully in behalf of the 
community’s interests, and knows but few who do 
hot respect and esteem him as a man and a citizen. 


SS 


TK R. J. S. CORBIN, of Clinton, Towa, is & na. 
) tive of Steuben County, N. Y., and traces 
his genealogy a long Way back, With 


English and French ancestry settling in 
New England about the year 1700, we find a 
straight line of descent as follows: Elisha Corbin 
married Sarah Healy, Oct. 6, 1739, at Dudley, Mass. 
(records of Town Clerk). To them born 
three sons—Elisha, Joshua and Stephen. Stephen 
Corbin, the youngest, was born Aug. 5, 1760, at- 
Dudley, Mass., ana, though young, he served four 
years in the Revolutionary War to its close. Ile 
married Patience Martha Vinton, in 1785 (the lat- 
ter was born Sept. 27, 1767). They settled in 
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miles to Sycamore, De Kalb Co., TIL After a 
year’s hard work the plankroad company prov ed 


cs f & | irresponsible; work was stopped, and about : all in- 
es é a vested. was given up or lost, or likely to be in 
oa litigation. 

eal, |g | It was here, at the age of 17, that the doctor was 
Tr. brought face to face with real facts and stern 


necessities. Always self-reliant, he fell back upon 
his New England pluck and Yankee ingenuity, As 
> S 
a start, he sawed and split a cord of oak wood for 
the widow Hewit, of Saint Charles, for seventy-five 
y) 
This paid for a two-quart tin pail, a pint of 
Then business was immedi- 


cents. 
yarnish and a brush. 
ately commenced. A sense of duty and conscious- 
ness of right sustained the boy against the gibes of 
lazy companions, and carried him through his first 
half-day’s work with twenty-five cents earned at 


IH 


[ 


i 
il night. The second day brought $1.50, the third 
il day $4. The trade was then considered learned ; 


success Was assured and business established, with 
no more gibes from lazy boys. The doctor has 
never regreted his first start, been without 
money at his command since that day. During the 
next four months, with weary feet and varying 
success, the adjacent country, villages and even 
Chicago were canvassed and varnished over, with 
good success. 

Dr. Corbin’s father moved to Ann Arbor, Mich., 
in November, 1851, where he lived, died’ and was 
buried March 13, 1863. His mother died at Clin- 
ton, Lowa, Aug. 22, 1874, and was buried at Ann 
Arbor. From 1851 to 1855 the doctor spent in 
study at Ann Arbor, alternated with work sufficient 
{| to meet expenses, such as téaching, surveying, 
locating pine lands in Northern Michigan, ete., ete. 
While a student in the University he acquainted 
; himself with the principles of bank-note engraving 
tae and the methods resorted to by counterfeiters in 
aah imitating the genuine notes. Tle published a list of 
| rules for detecting counterfeit and altered notes, 
| Ap and traveled and taught his system to bankers, 
~ merchants and business-men, and in commercial 
fae through almost every State and city in the 
~ union. Finding it so popular and profitable he 
H abandoned his college course and pursued this 
' calling for four years, He then, at Ann Arbor, 
studied medicine and dentistry, and practiced in 
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his profession till May, 1865, passing the summers at 
Lake Superior in the practice of dentistry. He also 
during this period found time to invent and obtain 
letters patent on several useful inventions, which 
he sold to considerable profit. 
real estate and erected dwellings in Ann Arbor. 

Dr. J. S. Corbin Thetta Fi 
March 26, 1863, in Kalamazoo, Mich. .Their first 
child, Carrie 'T., was born May 11, 1864, in Ann 
Arbor, Mich., and died at Sycamore, IIL, Feb, 11 
1865, while on their way West, and is buried at 
Clinton. 

On the last of May, 1865, Dr. Corbin and wife 
“ame to Clinton, lowa, built a residence and set- 
tled on Fourth avenue, He demonstrated his con- 
fidence in Clinton’s future by purchasing some 
real estate on Fifth avenue the next day after his 
arrival, and ever since has been engaged in buying, 
improving and selling lots and land in the city and 
in building and renting dwellings and store prop- 
erty, thus largely contributing to the building up 
and beautifying of Clinton in various parts of 
the city. April 10, 1867, their second child, Will 
J. Corbin, was born at their residence on Fourth 
and collecter in the 


married Miss ‘ill, 


avenue, and is now messenger 
City National Bank in Clinton. May 10, 1869, 
Mrs. Corbin died at their Fourth avenue resi- 
dence and is buried in Springdale Cemetery, at 
Clinton. 

In 18738 Dr. Corbin made an extended tour 
through Europe, and as a Commissioner from Lowa 
(through the courtesy of Goy, Carpenter) attended 
the World’s Fair at Vienna, In 1870 he took the 
initiatory steps and devoted much time and energy 
to the inauguration and founding of: the Clinton 
Cemetery Association, and the purchase and plat- 


ting of the ground now known as Springdale 


Cemetery. In December, 1870, he purchased eight 
acres of beautifully rolling bluff land, situated in 
the northwest part of the city, commanding a 
magnificent view of Clinton, Lyons, Fulton and the 
Mississippi River, for a future home. Here he set 
out 700 evergreen trees of different varieties, also 
other ornamental trees and shrubs, and laid out 
drives amidst the native forest trees, and at once 
commenced the erection of a fine brick residence, 
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i ~ where he now resides, on W hat is known as ** Ever- 
ft 
_. green Bluffs.” 
bal: Dr. Corbin married for his second wife Miss 
iF Dora Paddock, of Salem, Wis., June 26, 1878, 


Miss Paddock was born in Salem, Feb. 28, 1857. 
i: They have one child—Byron J., born in Clinton, 
E Iowa, Jan, 26, L88l. 

|The fine brick business block 
Fifth avenue and Third street, 
known as Corbin’s Corner, was built by him in 
1882, and though by some considered premature 
and out of the way for business, it is now recognized 
as one of the best business points in the city, and 
is occupied by three substantial firms, in drugs, 
The nice suites of offices 
In 
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eroceries and dry goods, 
upon the second floor are always in demand. 
this block the docter has his office. 

Dr. Corbin is a Republican in politics, a logical 
thinker and firm believer in the doctrine of self- 
help for earthly success, and in future reward as 
God measures the heart, the deed and the motive. 
He has been an active member of the Masonic 
fraternity, of the Odd Fellows and Knights of 
Pythias. | 

With an enviable reputation for integrity and 
promptitude in all of his dealings, he has achieved 
that meritorious share of success in the battle of 
this life which is the reward of temperance, industry, 
probity and persevering and rational application of 
means to an end, 

A view of Dr. Corbin’s tine wea e is given on 
another page in this work, 


wo BOR 8 pat 


‘WOSEPH KEITH, the 
citizens of Berlin Township who have at- 
tained success through their own energy and 
perseverance, is the subject of this biograph- 

ical notice, engaged in that most independent of all 
callings, farming, on sec tion 28, where he resides 
and owns a good and productive farm. The par- 
ents of Mr. Keith were William and Martha (Smith) 
Keith, natives of Virginia and Pennsylvania, re- 
spectively. They accompanied their parents to 
Ohio when quite young, were there married, and, 
settling in Licking County, the father engaged in 
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agricultural pursuits, and there his good wife, our 
subject’s mother, departed this life in 1854. He 
subsequently removed to McLean County, IIL, 
and about 1882, left there and went to Missouri, 
where, in August, L884, he died. They had a fam- 
ily of ten children, of whom the subject of éhis| 
notice was the second in order of birth. The chil-, 
dren were as follows: James, William, Joseph, 
Eliza, Ann, Jane, Martha, Mary, Sarah and Rachel. 
There was also a half-brother by the name of Mar- 
tin Keith. 

Mr. Keith was born in Licking County, Ohio, 
Sept. 5, 1830. He received an edueation in the 
common schools and lived with his parents until he 
was twenty-one years old, when he started out to 
fight the battles of life single-handed and alone. 
He labored in that county on the farm until he 
ras about twenty-five years of age, when, hoping 
to better his financial condition, he, in 1855, came 
to this county, and for one and a half years made 
his residence in the neighborhood of Calamus. 
He then settled in Berlin ‘Township, on the tract 
of land on which he is at present residing. He is 
the owner of 440 acres in that township, the major 
portion of which is under an advanced state of cul- 
tivation. He keeps about one hundred head of 
cattle on his place, and fourteen head of horses, 
and fattens about seventy-five head of hogs for the 
market annually, 

Mr. Keith was married in Licking County, Ohio, 
in December, 1851, and the Lidy chosen as his com- 
panion in life was Miss Mary White, daughter of 
Nathan and Nancy (Morgan) White, natives of 
Virginia. ‘They settled in Licking County, where 
Mrs, Keith’s mother died. Her father is yet living. 
Mrs. Keith was the fifth in order of birth of her 
parents’ eleven children. ‘Their names were as fol- 
lows: Enoch, Dorothy, William, Margaret, Mary, 
Thomas, Elizabeth, George W., Alfred, Susan Ann 
and Naney; eight of them are living. Mrs. Keith 
was born in Licking County, Ohio, June 15, 1830, 
and has borne her husband ten children—Benja- 
min F., Nathan, Martha A., Nancy, William, Al- 
fred, Margaret, James, Mary and Joseph, Benja- 
min married Irene Dawson and they are living in 
Dakota, having become the parents of two chil- 
dren—Martin V, and Harry; Nathan married Liz- 
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zie Clymens, and they reside in Berlin Township 
and are also the parents of two children—David 
W. and Alice; Martha is a teacher in Berlin Town- 
ship; Nancy was united in marriage with W illiam 
Dawson, and they are living in Taylor County and 
have four children—Mary, Gertie, John W. and 
Joseph; The remaining children of Mr. and Mrs. 
Keith are living at home. 

Our subject has held several of the minor offices 
-in his township, and in politics is independent. 
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OHN C. RICE. The subject of this histor- 
ical sketch is one of Clinton County’s 
progressive and prosperous farmers, 

Z man who is highly esteemed for his industry 
ad enterprise. Ile is a farmer and stock-breeder, 
and his home is situated on section 35, in Center 
Township. Mr, Rice was born in Indiana County, 
Pa., May 11, 1817, and is the son of Conrad Rice, 2 
native of Lancaster County, who was born June 16, 
1783, and died Dec. 12, 1872. In Pennsyl- 
yvania he married Miss Mary Fair, who was born 
April 28, 1798, in that State, and died Aug. 4, 1885, 
Their nuptials were celebrated Dec. 21, 1814, and 
in their domestic life twelve children were born to 
them, as follows: Elizabeth, John C., Jacob, Daniel, 
Susanna, John F., Maria C., Lucinda, Mary A., Will- 
iam F., Samuel and Martha, All of these are. still 
living but one, Samuel, who died Oct. 22, 1854, 

Pennsylvania. He became an apprentice and 

learned the harness trade, and died just as he had 

attained his majority. He was well liked and es- 
teemed for his many manly qualities, and was gen- 
erally mourned at his death, 

John C. Rice married Miss Elizabeth Kinkaid Oct. 
18, 1864. She was born Sept, 30, 1828, and is the 
i daughter of David and Isabella (Miller) Kinkaid, 
They were natives of Cumberland County, Pa., and 
' there were ten children born to them—Thomas L., 
John, Elizabeth, Robert M., Skiles B., Mary J., 
Henry W., David $., James B, and Rachel M, 
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{ residence and barn, and has been prosperous and 
successful in his ventures. Mary A, Shambaugh is 
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Mr. Rice has 160 acres of fine land, a handsome — 
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a lady of accomplishments and of much culture and 
She lost her at the battle of 
luka, Miss., and her mother died just previous to 
the war, Mr. Rice and wife took this little waif of 
misfortune to their hearth and home, and reared her 
all the advant- 
but 
more than all was the love and tenderness lavished 


father 


to young womanhood, allowing her 
ages of an education. Much was done for her, 
by these two noble people upon the child who had 
lost all. 22, 1860, and at the 
present time remains in their home with the feeling 
that no effort made can be too great to repay the 
love and care of years, Mr, and Mrs, 
nevolent people, of kind hearts and charitable dis- 
positions, and exert themselves in the direction of 
right. 
eran Chureh, 
for twenty years, and all his mature life a Sunday- 
school t Mrs. R. is also an active worker, 
and has taught in the Sunday-school for thirty 
years, 

Politically Mr. Rice is a Prohibitionist, and has 
been a teetotaler for fifty-four years, le came to 
Iowa in 1850, and located in Scott County, whence 
he came to this county in 1851. Ile has been As- 
sessor in this township for nine years. <A fine lith- 
ographic view of the residence and commodious out- 
buildings of Mr. page 
in this work, 


She was born Aug, 
Rice are be- 


They are members of the Evangelical Luth- 
Ile has been an Elder in this chureh 


“cher, 


Rice is shown on another 


py F. JAQUES, formerly of the firm of Brown & 
Jaques, of Clinton, manufacturers of wash- 
boards, packing-boxes, egg-cases, churn-fit- 
tings, parlor and sulphur matches, and all light 
woodenware, is the subject of this historical sketch. 
He is a resident of Clinton. With Mr, Brown, who 
is enterprising and one of Clinton County’s most 
progressive men, he made rapid advancement, and 
built up a large trade after the factory was first es- 
tablished, 

Mr. Jaques was born at St. Charles, Il, April 16, 
1848, and is the son of Elihu and Pluma (Slack) 
Jaques, natives of Springfield, Vt. Tis father was 
an inventor and manufacturer of thrashing-machines 
and horse-powers, and first advanced the idea of mney 
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eight-horse power. [le was & man of large mechan- 
ical ability, which amounted to positive genius, and 
came to St. Charles in 1840, where he worked at 
the business for four years. He then removed to 
the city of Chicago, where he worked with C. H. 
McCormick, and died of cholera in 1852. His 
wife, who still survives him. lives at Clinton, in the 
home of her son, and has reached the age of seventy- 
five years, 

The subject of this history lost his father at the 
age of four years and was adopted by an uncle liy- 
ing near Buffalo, N. Y. He remained with him 
until he attained the age of seventeen years, attend- 
ine school, and at that date came to Wisconsin, 
where he stopped at Menasha and engaged with the 
Woodenware Manufacturing Company at that city, 
and remained with them to learn the trade for four 

On leaving this town he went to Peshtigo, 
same State, and engaged in that business, 


years. 
in the 
with a manufacturing company, where he remained 
until Oct. 8, 1872. After leaving them he engaged 
i the woodenware business under the name of 
Shepard & Jaques, at Depere, Wis. ‘They were 
largely successful and did a business of $25,000 a 
Remaining there one year, he sold out to 
On leav- 


year, 
his partner, who continued the business. 
ing Depere, Mr, J. went into partnership at Plym- 
outh with Obed Mattoon, in chair and bedstead 
manufacturing. ‘The firm name was Mattoon & 
Jaques, and he remained a partner for three years; 
then, selling out, he went to Moline, Tll., and ac- 
cepted a position with Dimock, Gould & Co,, ina 
tub and pail factory, which situation he held for 
eight years. 

Mr. Jaques left the ranks of bachelors and en- 
tered the state of matrimony, uniting with Miss 
Estella Hartzell, Their nuptials were celebrated Oct. 
15, 1880. Mrs. Jaques is the daughter of Michael 
Hartzel, who was one of the first settlers of the 
State of Illinois and who located near Rock Island. 
With his brother-in-law, Judge Cook, they were 
the first white men who settled in or about Dayen- 
port. To Mr. Jaques and wife have been born 
two children—Georgie, in 1882,and Duane in 1885, 
On his removal to Clinton he purchased three lots 
in that part of the city known as Ringwood, and in 
1885 built a residence valued at $2,500, at the cor- 
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ner of Second and Reznor streets. He formed a hi N, 
partnership with Mr. Brown under the name of [aes 
Brown & Jaques, but sold his interest to Mr. Brown 
May 1, 1886. 

In politics Mr, Jaques is a Republican, and is a 
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stanch adherent to his party principles. He is a 
member of the I, O. O. F., and the Modern Wood- 
men of America, and in religious belief worships, 
with his wife, under the doctrines of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 

Our subject spent six months in the army in the 
Commissary Department in Arkansas, in 1863. Tle 
is reckoned among the substantial citizens of Clinton. 
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4 pILLIAM H. H. WEST. Among the ex- 
tensive land-owuners and well-to-do farmers, 
as well as respected and honored citizens 

of this county, is the subject of this notice. Mr. 

West is at present following his vocation on his 

fine farm in De Witt Township, and is there meet- 


“ 


ing with that success which energy and perseyer- 
He is the eldest son of Edward 
and Sarah (Phillips) West, of whom a sketch is 
given in another part of this work, : 

Wm. H. H. West was born near Brownsville, 
Fayette Co., Pa., Nov. 8, 1836. He was in his fifth 
year when he came to 
quently knows but little 
He attended the pioneer log 
schoolhouse and there received his education, and 
in the meantime assisted his father in the labors of 
the farm, 

Mr. West remained with his parents on the old 
homestead until June 8, 1861. During that year 
and almost at the beginning of the late Civil War, 
he enlisted in Co. B, Ist Towa Vol. Cay.; immedi- 
ately went South, and for three years, three months 
and eighteen days fought bravely and well for 
the maintenance of the Union, receiving an 
honorable discharge with his regiment at Daven- 
port. He participated in numerous skirmishes, and 
the most important battle in which he fought was 
Prairie Grove, Ark, 

After receiving his discharge Mr. West returned 
home, doffed his uniform, laid aside his accouter- 


ance always bring. 


this county, and conse- 
of any other State than 
Towa as his home, 
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nn} ments of war and once more entered upon the 
nt peaceful pursuits of\ life, resuming farming, in 


which vocation he has been actively engaged until 
the present time. He located on section 27, Orange 
Township, and there labored until 1879, when he 
removed to his present fine farm. It contains 200 
acres, and in addition to its cultivation, Mr, West 
has charge of the old parental homestead. His own 
place has a good set of frame buildings upon it, 
) and he is meeting with success in his vocation. 
‘S| Mr. West was married in December, 1869, to Mary 
| High. She was born in Chester County, Pa., and 
| ‘He has borne him six children—Kdward, Sarah, Marea- 
ret, William, Johnnie and Bessie. William died 
when nine years of age. 
In politics Mr, West votes with the Republican 


eal 





>" party. 

4 YMAN N. FRAZIER, a retired farmer and 
. )) one of the Supervisors of the county, resides 
. | in Lost Nation. He is the son of William 
oh. and Helen (Park) Frazier, and was born in Dela- 
. 


a, ware County, N. Y., in the township of Tompkins, 
near Delhi, Dec, 2, 1833. He was reared on the 
farm. At the age of thirteen his family removed 
to Bureau County, LL, and there resided until the 
fall of 1855. His father had a small farm there, 
and they sold out and came to Sharon ‘Township, 
Clinton County, two and one-half miles north of 
Lost Nation. His father bought 120 acres, and 
Lyman N. bought forty acres. 

Our subject was married in that section of the 
county, Jan, 1, 1856, to Miss Cynthia Armstrong, 
daughter of Henry and Martha (Gurnsey) Arm- 
— tS) strong, born in Mountain Township, Dundas Co., 
ee | ee May 2, 1839, They have had three chil- 
7 Francis M., born Sept. 22, 1857, 

who is Gis rieeete Postmaster of Lost Nation; 

| Martha V., born March 380, 1859, and died March 

5, 1863; Randolph 'T., born May 10, 1861, 
died March 10, 1863, 

— | After marriage he moved to section 14 of Sharon 

ain eS. Tp., and has added to it until he now has 450 acres 

jin this township, all improved except fifteen acres 

of timber, 
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Ile does mixed farming. He has bene- 
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fitted and improved the place. ‘The house is valued |) 


at $1,700. Te has a fine barn and other out-build- © | 

ines, and has one of the finest locations in the Hi 
township. He retired from the farm and removed H! 
to Lost Nation, where he purchased a residence on ~ 
Pleasant street. He continued there until April, Hi 
1886, when he bought his present home on Long He 
avenue, which he has improved, and laid out his 
grounds in a delightful and attractive manner, 

Mr. Frazier’s father and mother both died in this 
township, and Mrs. “ume here 
from Canada in 1853, and located close to the vil- 
lage of Lost Nation, on the north, where he had 
160 acres, and ejghty south of the village, besides 
land in Missouri, He died in February, 1884, 
[884.  ‘Ifey had a family 
of ten children, seven of whom are living. 





Frazier’s parents 
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Her mother died June 9, 
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There 
are none residing in this county but Mrs. Frazier, | 

Mr, Frazier has held numerous township offices, q 
and was elected Supervisor in the fall of 1881. He =) j 
was re-elected in 1885, and made Chairman. He § q 
is a Democrat in polities and an active politician, 
taking a part in educational interests, and was 
Treasurer of the school fund for a number of years. 
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ICHARD PRICE, “aes eased, The subject 
of this biography was one of the most pro- 
( gressive and prominent business-men of © )) _ 
Clinton who made themselves known by = | 
enterprise and extensive business ability. He was a ©. | 
native of England, was born Aug. 13, 1824,and his | 
younger days were spent in that country in school, 
At the age of seventeen years he left England and | 
emigrated to America, landing at New York City. © 
From the great metropolis of the Kast, into which 
the emigrant is first cast adrift, he went to Cleve- | 
land, Ohio, where he remained a short time withan ©) +f, 
uncle, In 1844 he went on an exploring expedi- 3 
tion to different States, and finally went to Galena, 
Ill., in 1846. He was there fired with the ambition 
to become a soldier and enlisted in the United 
States army in the IMlinois Volunteer Infantry, 3 
He fought in the Mexican War, where ‘he served | a 
two years, and then returned to Galena, Illinois, & 
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County, where he engaged in the manufacture of 
Lvick. He next went to Sabula, Iowa, in 1853, 
and from there came to Clinton. Here he went on 
with his former business, which prospered and grew 
to extensive proportions. : 

Mr. Price was the owner 
property and was a man of wide-awake instinct and 
energetic disposition. He held the office of Mayor 
one year and that of Alderman eleven years. He 
was also Chairman of the Committee on Streets 
and Alleys for nine years. He was a member of 
the I. O. O. F. for thirty-one years. 

Our subject was united in the holy bonds of 
matrimony with Louisa Neff, a native of Ohio. 
Their nuptials were celebrated in September, 1852, 
They had seven children—Henry 
C., Thomas J., Bertha (Mrs. Hartners), Richard, 
Stella, Willie and Ada, Mr, 
egate to the convention in 1852, 
at Galena, and at that meeting was foreshadowed 
the nomination of KE. B. Washburn as a member of 
Congress, his name being brought forward for the 


of considerable city 


at Hanover, Ill. 


Price was elected del- 
which was held 


first time. 

Mr. Price deserved large credit for the manner 
in which he advanced in business, as he first began 
manufacturing with one horse and a stone-boat and 

harrel-to mix his clay. He was restricted on 
every hand, but his indomitable perseverance acd- 
mitted “no such word as fail,” and he kept steadily 
on until he received as his reward the large and 
prosperous business of which he was possessor at 
the time of his death. It had grown to such pro- 
portions that he employed twenty men or more in 
his works at Clinton, and his trade extended far 
out into the adjoining States, Lis factory stands 
on the corner of First avenue and Fifth street, 


and his residence is on Second ayenue near Fifth 
street, He was a Republican in belief and an act- 


ive and brilliant politician, THis ideas were logical 
and well founded, and he was a worthy adherent to 
the party. Clinton County has good cause to be 
proud of those business-men, who, against obstacles 


of every kind, have “pulled hard against the 


stream,’ among whom could be numbered Mr, 
Price, and who are to-day floating on the wide sea 
He 


of commerce, having made a success of life. 
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‘and went from there to Hanover, Jo Daviess died at his residence on the 26th of July, 1886, 


and was buried in Springdale Cemetery. He was a 
’ 

a man much beloved and respected by his fellow- 
me ‘« 


citizens. 


™. 


.EORGE HARVEY ANDERSON is an ex-. 


=> tensive farmer in Brookfield Township, and 


) 
=A) was born in Rockingham County, Va., July 









&)¢ 
2 9, 1819. His father, James Anderson, born Aug. 
Dee 1777, was a native of Pennsylvania and re- 


moved to Virginia when a young man, He was a 
carpenter by trade, and worked for several years, 
then purchased a farm in Rockingham County, 
spending the last years of his life ona farm. He 
died there 1827. The maiden name of his 
mother was Mary Blaine, born Oct. 29, 1783, a na- 
tive of Rockingham County, who died at the home 
of our subject, in Clinton County, Oct. 5, 1870. 
They were married Jan, 3, 1806, and were the par- 
ents of five children, of whom George H. was the 


in 


youngest, 

Our subject was but eight years of age when his 
father died. is mother kept the family together 
with all a woman’s devotion, and spent her time 
solely for the benefit of her little family, They 
erew up gradually and established homes of their 
Our subject grew to manhood on the home- 
stead, making his home with his mother until 1856, 
In the fall of that year he came to Iowa, accom- 
panied by her, They journeyed overland with a 
four-horse team and one horse attached toa buggy, 
and bringing their household goods along, sul 
after seven weeks’ travel, landed in Clinton County. 
His brother, Eugene, was at that time living in 
Brookfield Township. THe and his mother went to 
his home, where they remained for two years. He 
next bought the farm he now owns and occupies. 
It was wild prairie land at the time, and in 1858 
he broke the first furrow on the land. In 1859 he 
built the house, and at the present writing has a 
200d set of buildings situated on an eminence com- 
manding an extensive view, and his homestead 
ranks high “one the beautiful homes in the 
county, 

He married, March 27, 1860, Mary E. Dunlap, 
who was born in Rockingham County, Va. March 
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27, 1836. She was the daughter of John W, and 
Agnes Dunlap, who were old residents of Clinton 
County. Their family relations have been of the 
most amicable character, and about their hearth- 
stone have grown up four children—James W., who 
is now Township Clerk of Brookfield ‘Township, 
and has been for the last two years; John W.., 
Mary A. and Martha J. John W. died at the age 
of three years; the other children reside at home. 


| 
: In politics Mr. Anderson is Democratic. He has 
i held several township offices, among which were 
those of ‘Township Collector for two years, and 
. Township Trustee for two years. He is quick and 
A keen in intelligence and logical in his opinions. Ile . 
77 is also well informed and something of a politician 
in the county. He makes stock-raising a special 
~ feature of his agricultural pursuits, and for many 
Ke years was engaged in raising Short-horns, A short 
e y time since he added a thoroughbred Hereford bull 
=~ to his herd, and he expects to make that breed 
on 4 specialty. THis hogs are of the pure Chester-white 
 -.”, breed. The home farm comprises 256 acres, be- 
br, - sides 160 acres in Woodbury County and 280 in 
Py Taylor County, making a total of his landed estate 


of 696 acres. 

A fine lithograph view of Mr. Anderson’s hand- 
some farm buildings and thoroughbred stock is 
shown on another page of this work. 
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YRUS M. PARSONS. Among the pioneers 
of 1850 who came and made settlement in 
this county, and who since that time have 

been actively identified with the agricultural devel- 
opment of the county, is he of whom we write. 
Mr. Parsons is at present residing on section 54, 
_ Spring Rock Township, where he is industriously 
re ‘epee in sige A pursuits. He came to this 
from Hampshire County, 
. y Wasa. and settled i in Berane Rock Township, where 
: ms ~ he purchased 200 acres of land located on sections 
| 33 and 34, and also entered 820 acres of Govern- 
jjment land in Seott County. 

: Mr. Parsons was born in. Hampshire County, 
Bas Mass, Jan. 25, 1825. His early education was re- 
S| ccived in the common schools, supplemented by an 
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attendance at the Mountain Seminary, Worthington, 
Mass. He continued to reside in his native county 
until twenty-five years of age, most of the last eight 
years of this time being passed in performing the 
duties of a pedagogue. Aside from teaching he was 
engaged in agricultural pursuits. 

Mr, Parsons was married Sept. 2, 1852, in Worth- 
ington, Mass., to Eliza B. Hazen, a native of that 
place, born Feb, 24, 1830. 
and followed that vocation some years 


She was also engaged 
in teaching, 
prior to her marriage. ‘Their union has been blest 
by the birth of seven children—Clark H., Cyrus 
M,, Jr., Flora M., Arthur H., Howard E., Walter 
M: and Luey A. After coming to this county, our 
subject located on the land he afterward purchased 
at 
and has continued to re- 
He is the owner 


in Spring Rock ‘Township, and once began im- 
proving and developing it, 
side there until the present time, 
of 185 acres in Spring Rock, which is under a good 
state of cultivation, and is also proprietor of 200 
acres in Calhoun County. On his home farm he has 
erected good buildings, and addition to the eul- 
tivation of his land devotes a goodly portion to the 
‘are and raising of stock, He is a self-made man, 
and what he has of this world’s goods he has made 
himself. 

The record of the children of Mr. and Mrs, Par- 
sons is as follows: Clark H. resides at Salt Lake 
City, and is engaged in the stationery business; 
Cyrus M., Jr., is living on our subject’s farm, in 
Calhoun County; he married Miss Mary A. Gates, 
and they have three children—Jessie, Walter and 
Nellie M; Flora is a teacher and is living with her 
Arthur resides at Salt Lake, and is in 
company with his brother; Howard is a farmer, 
Walter M. is attending the 
and Luey is a teacher in the com- 


parents ; 


and is living at home ; 
Iowa College ; 
mon schools and lives with our subject and his wife. 
The parents of Cyrus M. Parsons were Maurice 
and Amanda (Clark) Parsons, natives of Hampshire 
County, Mass.,and of English descert. The mother 
died in Worthington, Hampshire Co,, Mass,, in 
1842. Te afterward came to this county, in De- 
cember, 1866, and at present is residing in Cedar 
County. By his ae marriage our subject’s father 
had nine childr C., Theophilus, Mary, 
Cyrus M., Lucy A., Sas es J., Samuel, Nancy A. 
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and Howard, His wife’s parents were Elbridge and 
Lucy (Brewster) Hazen, and were born in Worth- 
ington, Mass., of English parentage. Her mother 
died at Worthington and father at Springfield, 
“4 Mass., and they were the parents of eight children 
Eliza B., Nathan L., Edwin, Jennette, Elisha B., 
Lucy A., Effie G. and Arthur H. 

Mr. Parsons has held the office of Justice of the 
Peace for many years, also that of ‘Township 
Trustee, and has held_ other township offices. Mr. 
and Mrs. Parsons are members of the Congrega- 
tional Chureh, and in politics our subject votes with 


the Republican party, 


STR ORR 


7 ACOB BURWELL. Among the more prom- 
inent farmers of Sharon Township is the 
subject of this biography, whose name stands 
high on the annals of Clinton County with 

others who, by perseverance and industry, have 
gained a foothold in the world. Mr. Burwell is a 
self-made man, having reached his present prosper- 
ous condition by his continuous struggles from 
youth up to the present writing. 

Our subject was born in Richland County, Ohio, 
Feb. 22,1818. His father, William Burwell, was 
born in Washington County, Pa., and his grand- 
father, Benjamin Burwell, is believed to have been 
a native of New Jersey. He was a farmer and 
spent the last years of his life in Washington 
County, Pa, William Burwell grew to manhood 
in the county of his birth and moved thence to 
Richland County, Ohio. There he was one of the 
first settlers and bought land heavily timbered, 
which he cleared for a farm. He lived there until 
the date of his death, whieh occurred March 12, 
1868. The maiden name of his wife was Elizabeth 
Welday, who was born in Pennsylvania; she died 
in that State in March, 1869. Five children were 
eiven to them, of whom our subject was the first- 
born. 

Jacob Burwell was reared on his father’s farm, 
and attended the schools of that day,receiving such 
advantages as the times afforded, ‘The school- 
house from which he ‘tasted the Pierian spring” 
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of knowledge, was built of logs and finished with a 
mud and stick chimney. There were no windows, ee | 
but a log was taken out and the aperture covered 
This school he at- 


ee . 
3 irs 


ip 
with a piece of greased paper. 
tended for a year, and later, in the winters, and [ia 
finished the season with work on the farm, He [yy 
lived with his parents until his marriage, in Decem- 
ber, 1841, The lady of Mr. Burwell’s choice was 
Rachel B. Day. She died July 4,71849. ‘There 
were four children by their union, three of whom 
survive—James, who served in the late war and 
now lives in Fillmore County, Neb.; Ann, wife of 
Albert Green, living in Jones County, Towa; and 
William, who lives in Story County, Iowa. The 
second marriage of our subject oceurred in 18651, 
with Miss Catherine Snyder. She was born in 
Loudonville, Ohio, and died June 5, 1861. There 
were five children born to them, four of whom sur- 
vive—John, a resident of Shelby County, Iowa; 
Jane, wife of William Hopkins, living in Carroll 
County, lowa; Abe, of Sioux County; Jacob W,, liv- 
ing in Washington Territory. He occupied the 
old homestead till 1855, then, in Oetober of that 
year, started for Lowa, accompanied by his wife and 
five children. They had two pairs of horses and 
two wagons, besides one horse and carriage. A |) 
month later they reached Clinton County. The C 
husband and father had previously bought on sec- 
tion 18, Sharon Township. There was a log cabin, 
and six acres of land were broken. Beginning 
with these meagre improvements our subject made 
repairs and, Dec. 12, 1855, moved into the house, 
in which they resided until 1860, then built the 
present house. 





His farm contains 385 acres, and a 
continued effort on the part of Mr. Burwell has 
improved both the home and the farm. His farm 
is enclosed and has pasture land to a large extent 


and holds a good set of frame buildings. S-oal 
Our subject was married the third time to Me- a 
lissa Beers, who was born in Yates County, N. Y. ~ 
She died Feb. 28, 1884, having become the mother 4; 
of five children, three living—Ella, wife of O. Kelly, _ 
living in Sioux County; Emma V., Mrs. Howard 
Cleft, resident of Dakota; and Hattie, who resides ne, 
with her parents. “<= 
His fourth marriage occurred April 1, 1885, with ode, 
Mary C. Sheldon. She was born in Saint Law- 3 
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i . rence County, N. Y., July 23, 1845, and is the daugh- 
an ter of Benjamin and Dinnis (McCarty) Sheldon, both 
>. of New York, now residing in Jones County. They 
V4 came to Towa in 1856. 

< In politics Mr. Burwell is Republican, and also 
7 votes a strong Prohibition ticket. Mr. Burwell’s 
e 

a portrait is presented on another page. 
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— W. CROUCH, the subject of this notice, is 
[ arepresentative of the business-men of Lyons» 
7 and a gentleman whose push and persever- 
ance have brought him what he possesses of this 
world’s goods; he bas made a success in life, and is 
engaged in the livery and sale business on Main 
street. Mr. Crouch was born in Saratoga Springs, 
Saratoga Co., N. Y., Dec, 8, 1825. His parents 
were Flavil and Eliza (Ward) Crouch, and were 
natives of Connecticut and Massachusetts, respect- 
ively. They moved to this State in 1858, and 
made settlement in Linn County, where the father 
followed the calling of a farmer. Prior to his com- 
ing here he was engaged in milling and farming, 
and operated quite largely in buying and selling 
real estate. He remained a resident of Linn 
County, and was there occupied in agricultural 
pursuits until his death. Six children were born 
of the parental union, of whom five are yet living 
—David, Zachariah, Betsy, William and Willart. 
Z. W. Crouch was an inmate of the parental 
household, assisted in the labors on the farm, at- 
5 tended the common schools, and there lived until 
he was nineteen years of age. At the age named 
our subject went to Canada, where he purchased 
|) horses, and for three years was engaged in dealing 
=| in that noble animal in different States in the 
Union. Abandoning that calling he engaged in 
the lumber business in Warren County, N. Y., and 
Ff prosecuted the same for two years, when he moved 
ee ai to Chicago, and thence to Joliet. At the latter 
iis; place he engaged in the livery business and also in 
. i} A boating, owning two boats onthe canal. For eight 
tee years he made his home at Chicago and Joliet, 
| t when he disposed of his interest in those places and 
a ea came to this State, arriving here in 1855, and set- 
Soon after Mr, Crouch 
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located in the latter city, he engaged in the livery 
business, and also embarked in the millinery and 


fancy goods business, and for twelve years his 
time was occupied in carrying on these two 


branches of trade. From Maquoketa he moved to 
Lyons, where he engaged in his former business, 
livery, and in 1864 embarked in the grocery trade. 
This latter branch he continued until 18835, when 
he disposed of his store and stock, and has since 
continued the former business. Since his settle- 
ment in Lyons he has purchased city property, and 
owns a fine residence on Sixth street and also four 
other dwellings which he rents. 

The marriage of Mr. Crouch with Miss Eliza- 
beth Whitney took place in 1852, She was a 
tive of the Green Mountain State, and a daughter 
of Aaron Whitney, and bore her husband two chil- 
dren—Flavil and Clista.  Flavil married Miss 
Sarah Snyder, and they have two children—Arte- 
mus and Willie. Mrs. C. departed this life in 
1853, mourned as a loving wife, a kind mother 
and a generous neighbor. The second matrimo- 
nial alliance of Mr. Crouch was with Miss Eliza 
Rhodes, a native of Chautauqua County, N. Y., 
and a daughter of Daniel Rhodes. Of the latter 
union two children, William H. and Nellie, have 
been born. The former married Katie MeGowen, 
and their household has been blest by the birth of 
four children—Hattie, John, Ina and Nellie. Nel- 
lie Crouch is a graduate of the Sisters’ College of 
the city of Lyons, and an intelligent and accom- 
plished young lady of whom her parents are 
justly proud. 

In polities Mr. Crouch is a Democrat. 
S., and is one of Lyons 
respected citizens and energetic business-men. 
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RS. ELIZABETH GRUSENDORF, a na- 
tive of Germany and owner of the Union 
House, on Third street, in Lyons, is the 
subject of this biographical sketch. She is 
the daughter of Hans and Annie Bohlen, and was 
born May 8, 1832. THler parents died in the old 
country in 18385 and 1868 respectively. They 
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Socially 
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were the parents of a family of six children, as fol- 
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: lows: John, Annie, Peter, MeCrady, Bieta and | Claus, Christina, Clause (second), John, August H ee: 
i Elizabeth. and Weico, 4 
q Mrs. Grusendorf came to America in 1853, and Mr Boysen is the father of nine children—Chris- ‘ 
iE, was married to Henry F. Grusendorf the same year. | tian, born March 22, 1865; Joseph, April 9, jo) . ; 
: i He was the son of Hans H. Grusendorf and came | 1866; Karsten, born June 25, 1867, died Sept. 18, i\Sie onl 
bt to America in 1848. He at first worked in Mil- | 1868; Christina, born Jan. 11, 1869; Anna, Sept. t qi oo 
/ ti waukee in the milk business, then went to Chicago | 28, 1870: Hans P., April 3, 1872; John, Noy. 24, bee 
; hy and engaged in its vicinity on a farm for eighteen | 1874; Peter, July 23, 1875; and F red H., born h | 
‘ hi months. He then came to Lyons, where he pur- | May 25, 1878, and died Sept. 22, 1878. | 
, i chased two lots on Third street and there built a Mr. Boysen is the owner of 200 meres of land. 
| ne hotel, of which he was proprietor up to the date of | He is a man well fitted to serve officially for his 
: by his death. This event occurred March 20, 1886. | township and county, and has been for three years l 
i He had purchased lots adjoining his hotel on | Supervisor of Roads. He has served as ‘Township si] i 
Re which he had built, and he was also interested in | Trustee for two years, and is faithful in the dis- i ee 
nf town lots in Aberdeen, Dak., and at Buffalo Gap | charge of his duties in every position that he holds. i | 
ee and Valentine, Neb. He was aman of great per- | He and his wife are members of the Lutheran 7 2a 
hE severance and energy, and was respected by allwho | Chureh, which they support liberally and for which ha ‘2 
: Be knew him for his enterprise and personal character. | they labor earnestly. Mr, Boysen is.a Democrat + 
te In politics he was a Democrat. He also belonged | in polities and has strong faith in his party. A | : 
i to several societies in the city where he resided, 7 ih 
“= among them the German Dramatic and the Lyons FS. ee. ee nt ae 
tee Shposine Society. ws Mh Le 
ni Mrs. Grusendorf has a family of five children ILLAM W. BUELL, dealer in crockery, * 
ek living, as follows: John, Augusta, Bertha, now olassware, silverware, lamps, DICoMres baby ‘ r 
i Mrs. James Pulford, a resident of Savanna, IIL ; arriages and notions, at Lyons, is a native a. 
HE the remaining two are Emma and Amanda. Mrs. | of Saint Catherine’s, Canada, and was born Noy. ; 
iS G. is still proprietor of the Union House, which is | 17, 1843. He is the son of William and Sarah A, a 
Hee a hotel of good reputation, and her strong business | (Crosby) Buell, natives of New York and New i 
ae bility and straightforward character give her the | Hampshire. His father was by vocation a railroad > 
ng name of being one of the best business women in | contractor, and has always followed that business. , 
nM this entire section of country. His mother died in Scott County in 1863. In 1854 ye 
a : Mr. Buell, Sr., removed to Illinois and settled in - 
ne . Geneseo, and from there came to Lyons, where he a4 
> nit = Sy) < became contractor on a railroad. He now lives in s 
th Scout County. He and his wife were parents of a _ 
he ASST ENT SR * et * family of ig children, as follows: Wohats W., Ed- > 
. na: 3 ts te ie resident on gar H., Charlotte A., Agnes P., Effie C. and “he 
bel: section 9, in Washington Township, and | James A. : 
4 I one of the most enterprising citizens of Our subject received an excellent education at- i 
hi Clinton County, was born in Sleswick, Ger- tending the Seminary at Geneseo, IIL, for two |) 
ni many, Noy. 28, 1834. He married Christina M. | years, also a commercial course at Rochester, N. Y. hy aa 
, ni Shoening, May 24, 1864. She was born Noy. 8, | He came to Lyons soon after, where he both taught hh 
Hel 1842, also in Bleswiok, and is the daughter of | and attended school through 1865-67. He was next — gail " 
ne J oseph and Anna Shoening. Her father died thirty- | engaged as a clerk in Lyons, and held the position fy 
ul nine years ago, . Germany, and her mother lives | for seven years. He then managed a farm in Scott 
h ben Charlotte, this county. They es the parents | County for three years, and subsequently returned — 
| H : of nine children, named, Dedloff, Joseph, Anna, | to Lyons, and engaged in the clothing business with 
, saeaekeh |? 
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a Mr. Minchin, under the firm name of Minchin & 
Buell. They continued together for two years, 
when the senior partner retired, and Mr. Buell con- 
tinued the business with Mr. Boardman as partner 
for about two years, under the firm name of Buell 
& Boardman. At the expiration of this time the 
house sold out to Severs & Hayings. Mr. B. next 
went to West Union, where he engaged in general 
business with his former partner, Mr. Minchin. The 
business flourished in a highly satisfactory manner, 
and they remained together four years. Then Mr. 
B. sold -out to Mr. M. and returned to Lyons in 
= J) 1883, where he opened another house and has since 
continued in his present business. 

Our subject took upon himself the obligations of 
matrimony in 1875, his bride being Miss Ida R. 
Knight, a native of Massachusetts, and their home 
has been brightened by the advent of one daughter 
—Sada I. Mr, Buell is 1 Democrat in politics, and 
= is convinced that his party holds the true goyern- 
mental principles, and gives it his voice and vote. 
j)| He is a member of the I. O. O. F., the Knights of 
|| Pythias, the Modern Woodmen of America and the 
A. O. U. W. Fle is a man who possesses frank and 
manly attributes of character, and gives to his 
work an interest which wins him a wide circle of 
patrons. His affable manner and his upright and 
straightforward dealing cause him to be generally 
| liked and respected, and he is regarded as a prom- 
inent man, standing upon a solid financial basis, and 
may be considered one of the representative citi- 
iy zens of this section, 


EK. DALY, M.D, Prominent among the 
successful professional men of Lyons, who 
by carefully diagnosing his cases and bring- 
uy ing his knowledge to bear in their treat- 
nent, has established a reputation as a practicing 
—=——~physician second to_none in his vicinity, is the sub- 
Dr, Daly was born in Potsville, 

ee be = _Schuylkill Co., Pa., Ang. 23, 1845. His parents 
) Fy were Michel and Matilda (Ferguson) Daly, natives 
fof Treland, and came to this country in childhood, 
a PeSoelnis father was an architect, contractor and car- 
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penter, and May 12, 1851, arrived in this county 
and settled in the city of Lyons. There the good 
wife died the following year, and he is yet living, 
retired from the active labors of life. chil- 
dren were three in number—Kate F., who married 
Richard Kenally, a resident of Sterling, Ill; Mar- 
tin EK. (our subject), and Joseph C., residing at 
Tombstone, Ariz., and who is the owner of three 
silver mines in that ‘Territory. 

The younger years of Dr. Daly were spent in at- 
tending the common schools, and when seventeen 
he entered the drug-store of Dr. J. E. Ennis. He 
was there occupied in filling prescriptions and 
thoroughly learning the business until 1865, when 
he attended a course of lectures in the medical de- 
partment of the University at Ann Arbor, Mich., 
from which institution he returned to the city of 
Lyons. After a time he accepted a position in a 
drug-store at Waterloo, Lowa, and after working in 
the same fora time again returned to Lyons and 
accepted a position with Dr. Jobn KE, Ennis, where 
he remained until the doctor disposed of his busi- 
ness, in 1868. The firm then became Snyder & 
Daly, and the co-partnership continued until 1871. 
During that year our subject became connected 
with Westbrook & Son, and was with them for two 
years. He then became traveling salesman for F, 
KE. Suire & Co., of Cincinnati, and traveled through 
eight different States in the interest of that firm, 
and was connected with them until Aug, 4, 1874. 
It was during this year that Dr. Daly first entered 
upon the practice of his profession, associated with 
K. M. Westbrook, of Lyons, the partnership con- 
tinuing until March, 1875. The doctor then left 
Lyons and went to Sterling, Ill., where he practiced 
until 1876, Leaving that place, he was actively en- 
gaged in practice at Bryant for one year, when he 
again returned to Lyons and formed another partner- 
ship with Dr, Westbrook, which existed until 1882, 
Since that time Dr. Daly has been associated with 
no one, and has his office at No. 78 Main street, 
west of Fourth street. Tle has built up a good 
practice and is meeting with far more than ordinary 
success in his profession. 

Dr. Daly was married in 1871 to Miss Julia A.,, 
daughter of James A, and Margaret A. (Crawford) 
Tierney, who has borne her husband two children 


Their 
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—Harry EK. and Jannie M. The doctor is a Dem- 
ocrat in his political views; he was the first Health 
Physician of the city of Lyons, and was County 
Physician of Clinton County for two years. Socially 
he is a member of the V. A. S., and is one of 
Lyons’ respected and honored citizens as well as a 


competent and thorough professional business-man, 
& 


H. DARWIN, painter and contractor in Ly- 
ons, is one of its most industrious and able 
in Monroe 
His par- 


business-men, and was born 
> County, N. Y., July 23, 1823. 
ents, the Rey. Allison and Mary (Ilale) Darwin, had 
a family of four children, as follows: Mary, now 
Mrs. Boyington, resides in Michigan ; Arathusa, now 
Mrs. Hall, is also a resident in the State where her 
older sister lives; Cornelia lives in New York; and 
Allison is the subject of this sketch. 

The father of our subject died in 1831, following 
the wife of his youth, who had gone to the better 
land in 1823. On the death of his parents A. H. 
was sent to Michigan, where he made his home with 
the Rey. L. Humphrey until he attained the age of 
eighteen. Ie then returned to New York, where he 
worked on a farm for four years, and then went to 
Michigan, still engaging in agricultural pursuits 
until 1848, when he went to Rock Island. ‘There 
he engaged as a hotel-keeper, and was also an 
agent for the stage line running from Chicago to 
the Mississippi River. Remaining in that city until 
1855, he came to Lyons, where he went into a ho- 
tel for a short time, and after going South for a 
while, through the States of Tennessee and Missis- 
sippl, went to Albany, where he worked at painting. 
This he followed for two years. 

In 1861, his heart warm with patriotie fervor and 
fired with the intense desire to do something for the 
country of his birth, he enlisted in Co. M, First 
Iowa Vol. Cay., and served three years. He was 
engaged in many skirmishes and minor battles and 
also in some larger ones, among them Prairie Grove 
and also the taking of Little Rock. He was Quar- 
termaster-Sergeant, and faithfully discharged any 
duties which fell upon him while in the employ of 
the Government. After his discharge he came 
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back to Lyons where he since engaged in house- 
painting. 

Ile was married, in 1857, to Mrs. Caroline Good- 
enow, a native of New York, who was born Sept. 
10, 1826, 
daughter, by name Frances E., now Mrs. Carney, 


who resides at Lyons. Mrs. Darwin’s parents were 


| 


Benjamin and Naomi (Darwin) Robinson, and they ~ 


died in 1858 and 1840, respectively. Their family 
consisted of ten children, five of whom survive, as 
follows: Benjamin P., William D., Cordelia <A., 
Caroline H. and Asa F. 

Mr. Darwin and wife are working, active mem- 
bers in the Methodist Episcopal Church, and he is 
considered a useful man in publie matters. He be- 
longs to the Masonic fraternity and is Republican in 
politics. His residence, which is handsome and at- 
tractive, is located on Franklin street, and he labors 
less steadily than formerly, as he lost his health toa 
ereat extent while in the army. 
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\ (ene WINKLER, a resident of Lyons, en- 
gaged in the raising and selling of produce, 
is the subject of this history, and a native 

of Germany. He was born Jan. 14, 1824, and is 

the son of John and Annie (Raichae) Winkler, of 

Germany. ‘They were by profession farmers, and 

engaged in raising grain and stock, and being fairly 

successful, were blest with a moderate allowance of 
this world’s goods, They were the parents of 
seven children, six of whom are still living—Will- 
iam, August, Charles, Fred, Ferdinand and Ed- 

ward, ‘Their parents died in Germany in 1866 

and 1848. His father, who was President of the 


Board of Aldermen for twenty-four years in Poland 
and Saxony, was a well-known and widely re- 
spected man and citizen. 

Our subject attended school until he was fifteen 
years of age, and then went to learn the miller’s 


trade, at which he served three years. He followed 
the same business in Germany for eleven years as 
journeyman, and in 1852 left his native land, and 
coming to America settled in the city of Chicago. 
‘There he engaged in the ice trade, working by the 
month for five years, He then, in the year 1856, 
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came to Lyons and settled on Ninth street. He | which is the product of their united efforts, is a 

bought a lot and erected a house, then started in | credit both to its originators and to the section of 

the ice trade, which he continued for twenty-eight | country from which it derives its existence. 

years, and since that time he has been in the prod- 

uce business. He bought a house on Tenth . | 

avenue valued at $4,750, aiid in 1858, on Fourth POS 

street between Kighth and Ninth streets, two lots. 

Building on one, he made it his permanent home. KX AVID EH. WITTMER, one of the represent- 
He was married in 1855 to Miss Minnie Goll- ative farmers and prominent citizens of 

tammar, a native of Germany, and the daughter of wv Brookfield Township, is the subject of this 

| Gothalf and Sophia Golltammar. They came to personal notice. Added to his farming 

America in 1853, settled near Chicago, and have | he unites stock-breeding, and his home lies on sec- 

reared a family of three children—William, Goth- | tion 31. Believing that “ from labor, health, from 

alf and Minnie. His father died in Fayette Coun- | health, contentment springs,” he has bent every 

_ty in 1870, and the mother in Lyons in 1863. Myr. | energy toward perfecting his agricultural projects, 

Winkler has a family of four children, all of whom | and has proven himself eminently one of the best 

survive—Augusta, who married Henry Haynings, | citizens of Clinton County. 

| and has one son named Fritz; Emmie married to Our subject was born in Rockingham County, 

John Helfert, the mother of one daughter; Minnie | Va., Aug. 20, 1852, and is the son of Noah and 

and Bertha are the two remaining children in the | Frances (Blaine) Whitmer, both natives of that 
Winkler family and the former is a graduate of the | county and State. Noah Whitmer died in January, 

= Lyons High School. 1865. They were the parents of seven children, as 

Politically our subject is a2 Democrat, and in | follows: John, Jessie, David H., Elizabeth, Abner, 

1870-71 he was Alderman of the Third Ward; he is | George and Noah, 
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ny i a stockholder in the City Water Works. David H., the third child in order of birth in his 
ye father’s family, married Martha J. Wells, July 26, 
. odor rDnopor 7 1877, She was a native of Clinton County, born 


Aug. 7, 1854, and a daughter of Benjamin and 
Elizabeth E. (Morris) Wells. He was born Sept. 
ULIUS C. PETERSEN, The subject of this,| 3, 1828, in Pickaway County, Ohio, and died on 
|} personal history is associate partner with S. | the home farm. His wife was born Dec. 7, 1820, 
_ HL Greisen, of Lyons, in the issuing of the | and died in 1881. Mr. and Mrs. Whitmer had 
Ly) Clinton County Wochenblatt, and was born | three children—Ella J., Floyd and Matie, Mrs, 
I in Husum, near Sleswick, Germany, Jan. 20, 1863, | Whitman and two children—Floyd and Matie— 
| i where his parents conducted a hotel. His father | were instantly killed Noy. 2, 1884, being run into 
zi ; was killed in the Prussian War against Denmark in by an engine, as they were crossing the track of 
|e ely POO: Our subject came to America in 1872, and | the Northwestern Railroad to attend a birthday 
fy fy in 1884 joined his present partner in the enter- | party in honor of their little son Floyd, Mr. Whit- 
ise of starting a German paper in Clinton Coun- | mer and his other daughter were seriously hurt, he 
fut He learned the printing business in 1876, being injured for life. Mr, Whitmer was married 
oiving it his full attention and carefully devoting | the second time, Jan. 14, 1886, to Miss Amelia 
his time to all the minutia incident to the study of | Mann. She was born June 26, 1858, and is the 
, De inking: The founding of the paper has proven daughter of Jacob and Elizabeth (Becker) Mann, 
Eau, _worthy, and it has become one of the institutions | They were born in Germany and came to America 
it of this section, being well appreciated and patron- | in 1856, landing at New York, After a stop in 
, Hi ed. Its editors are men of first-class intelligence Philadelphia of two years, the father of Mrs. 
ie Balt nd business ability, and the sheet they send out, | Whitmer enlisted in the 26th Iowa Regiment, in 
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1863. He was taken prisoner after he had been in 
4 the army about six months, and carried to Ander- 
2) sonville, but was illy fitted to endure its hardships, 
i and died after ‘being confined six months. Mr. 
= Mrs. Mann had six children—Lizzie, Katie, 
Louisa, Amelia, Otto and Bettie. 

Our subject has 400 acres of land and has been a 
He is 


masse’ le 


: 


xt 


5 


very hard-working man throughout. life. 
known to the entire community for his industry 
and perseverance. His father died when he was 
twelve years of age, and since that time he has 
battled with the world in a manner highly creditable 
to him. In polities he is a Democ ‘aut. 

A view of Mr. Whitmer’s handsome place is 
shown on another page of this work, together with 





his stock. 
“DOr 
eset FN 


W OHN BREMER, dealer in dry goods, grocer- 
ies, flour and feed, is one of the principal 
merchants of Lyons, and one of its promi- 
nent and successful men. He is a native of 

termany and was born in 1889. His parents, 
Henry and Mary (Pansen) Bremer, were natives of 
Germany, came to America in 1854, and settled at 
Greenfield, ten miles from Milwaukee, Wis., where 
he rented a farm for four years. At the expiration 
of that period, he moved to the northern part of 
1 the State, and continued farming for three years, 
then left and went southwest of Milwaukee and 
rented a farm for five years. He next came into 
the State of Iowa, and bought a farm of 240 acres 
near Maquoketa, where he remained until called 
home by death. ‘Their family circle included seven 
children, ' 
The subject of this history, who is the third child 
in order of birth in his father’s family, at fourteen 
years of age went out in the world with the firm 
resolve to do something worthy of himself and_ his 
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- | training. lis ideas were high, and no shadows of 
| coming discouragements dampened his ardor, He 
!4 began on a farm in Wisconsin, remaining there un- 
til twenty-two years of age; he then came to 
# 


Lyons, and here obtained employment in a flouring- 
mill. Laboring two years, he obtained a team, and 
for two years did teaming for the people. After 
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and attended so promptly and energetically to his 






that he went to Maquoketa and purchased a farm, 
where he farmed for a year, and then rented his 
land and came back to Lyons, and began transport- 
ing by means of his team, ‘This seemingly unim- 
portant business proved successful financially, ‘and 
he followed it for eleven years. At the expiration 
of that time he went to Pottawattamie County, 
Iowa, and made a purchase of 160 acres of land. 
He lived on it four years and thence returned to 
Lyons. 

Mr. Bremer became a benedict in 1862, being 
married in that year to Miss Frederika Smith, a na- 
tive of Germany, and their union has been pro- 
ductive of three children—Henry, Emile and Arthur, 
Henry is engaged with his father in the sale of 
merchandise and is an apt and able helper, relieving 
him of numberless duties and proving a pleasant 
He attended the public school 
at Lyons from the age of seven to thirteen, and 
when fifteen years of age took a situation which 
was offered him in the hardware house of J. Braash, 
in Lyons. Here he gave such good satisfaction 


companion as well, 


duty that he remained about two years, He was 
then book-keeper for H, Dirks, in a lumber-yard at 
Walnut, Iowa. There he worked a few months, 
and in 18838 returned and entered the Northern 
College, at Fulton, where he remained until he 
eraduated. At the present time, as stated, he does 
a good business and is situated on the corner of 
Seventh and Main streets with his father, The 
firm is popular and has an extensive patronage. 







S) EORGE BRYAN'T, manufacturer, a native 
ST of Vermont, was born in Windsor County, 
SA) just across the river from Hanover, N. H., 
in the town of Norwich, Noy. 29, 1824, and is the 
son of Thomas and Philinda (Bruce) Bryant, both 
natives of Vermont. George spent his boyhood 
on the farm, and obtained a moderate education in 
the public schools of his native State. When he- 
was eight years of age his mother died, and at nine 
he went to live with Alonzo Brigham, remaining 
there until he attained the age of nineteen years. 
He then went to New Hampshire and New York, 
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learning a trade at Canton, Onondaga Co., N. Y., 
after which he followed it as a journeyman through- 
out the State. His trade was that of wagon-mak- 
ing, and as he was active and neat with tools, it 
promised to be a paying investment. Lis first 
lumber-wagon was made in the summer 6f 1857, 
and the first buggy, which was for Dr. McCormick, 
was made in the same summer, and was used for 
many years by the doctor in his practice. The 
wagon is also in good running order and is owned 
by Thomas Aller, of Clinton Township. Dr, Mc- 
Cormick often calls his buggy * the one-hoss shay.” 

Settling down to regular business, during the 
war he worked in a little board shop. He now has 
a building 28x96, two stories high, employs a num- 
ber of men, and has added many improvements 
and modern conveniences to his place of business, 
He repaired the first engine ever run over the 
Northwestern Railroad. He ironed the first saw- 
mill and the first flouring-mill, and shod the first 
and only yoke of oxen ever shod in the town. 

He married, in Clinton County, Lowa, Elizabeth 


i"; ' Abby, of Onondaga County, N. Y., who came here 
ie a few years before he did. Her parents were by 
< t fl name Abraham and Elizabeth (Simpson) Chandler, 
> ie ae and were farming people of Camanche ‘Township. 
a EI Mr. and Mrs. Bryant have one son, Walter L., 
eg l born May 20, best. et have buried the follow- 
il l ing : Milo, William, wn infant S00 and a little girl. 

_ re ‘jj, He is a man who in no way desires or accepts office, 
Aa fi 4, and refuses all nominations. His wife is a member 
st fof the Methodist Church, to whose support she con- 


tributes generously. 
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OHN FEGAN, of Lyons, the subject of this 
historical sketch, may be noted as one of the 
pioneers of Jefferson County, Iowa. He 

f owns largely in Lyons and is considered one 

!! of its best and most reliable men, and is highly res- 
“=| pected for his integrity and uprightness, He is a 
| native of Pennsylvania, born on the 4th of March, 

L: a . 1821, and is the son of Barnabus and Hannah 
4) (Deverson) Fegan, natives of that State. Mis fa- 

|: } ther was a soldier in the War of 1812, and was a 
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reared a family of nine children, four of whom still 
survive; they are as follows: Thomas, John, Mary, 
now Mrs. Conklin, of Clinton, and Capt. Joseph D. 
His parents died in 1842 and 1848 respectively. 
John Fegan remained at home until he attained 
the age of eighteen years, assisted his father to 
clear up and improve the farm then new and un- 
broken, and was afterward apprenticed the 
stonemason’s trade where he served three years, 


to 


This he followed in Pennsylvania for sixteen years, 
taking general contracts and usually employing six 
or eight men to assist him, In 1854 he removed 
to Clinton County, Lowa, and after remaining there 
six months went to Jefferson County, where he 
bought a block in Fairfield and there erected for 
himself a residence. He 
amount of work in the village and county, and 
then selling out, in 1864, returned to Schuylkill 
County, Pa., where he worked for the Philadelphia 
& Reading Railroad Company, for five years, and 
in the spring of 1869, came to Lyons, where he 
has followed his trade ever since, In 1880 he pur- 
chased the block, No. 20, and four lots anda house 
on the corner of Tenth and Randall streets. He 
lives in the block, and is considered one of the finest 
workmen in this section of the country. He held 
the contract for the stone work of Davis’ Opera 
House, and also the Curtis and Carpenter residences 
in Clinton. 

He was married, April 16, 1858, to Miss Catha- 
rine Bartlett, a native of Schuylkill, and a daughter 
of Daniel and Sarah (Myrtle) Bartlett, natives of 
the same county. Their family consisted of seven- 
teen children, fifteen of whom still survive; there 
were originally ten sons and seven daughters, 
Seven of the sons were engineers on the various 
railroads of the United States. The names of the 
family of children are as follows: Abraham, Ellis, 
Lewis, Charles, Amos, Richard, John, Joseph, Ben- 
jamin, Susan, now Mrs. Kentner; Sarah, Mrs. Fess- 
ler; Catharine, Mrs. Fegan; Louisa; Caroline, Mrs. 
Mertz, and Emmie, Mrs. Cline, ‘Their father died 
in Pennsylvania in 1869, and their mother still sur- 
vives, living at the old home. She has reached the 
age of seventy-eight. 

Mr. John Fegan has a family of five children: 
Daniel B., Joseph G,, Cary M., a graduate of Lyons 
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In politics 
He belongs 


High School; John R. and ‘Thomas J. 
he is a Demoerat, stanch and strong. 
to the I. O. O. F., and in religious views is a mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal Church. With his 
wife, who also is connected with it by membership, 
4 he adopts the principles of a true and noble relig- 
ion, showing forth its beauties in his daily life. His 
i wife is an amiable, hospitable lady of motherly ad- 
: dress, and they are well known and widely res- 
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pected as people of honorable character and kindly 
hearts. 
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T__. ANS D. Re JENNFELDT. Prominent among 
-\ the prosperous and successful farmers and 
noteworthy citizens of Clinton County, may 
he recorded the name of our subject. He 


is widely known for his perseverance and enter- 
In addi- 


prise, and is eminently a self-made man. 





rE tion to the cultivation of the cereals, he is, to no 
uae inconsiderable extent, interested in the breeding 
1 and raising of stock, and has continually on hand 
ne a goodly number of stock which he is preparing 
te: for the market. His home is on section 2, and in 
hes his chosen field of industry he has no superior in 
ne his township or county. 

i ; Mr. Roennfeldt was born in Holstein, Germany, 
ne Aug. 25, 1834, and is a son of Claus D. and Chris- 
Ql + tina Roennfeldt, natives of Germany. His father 
He was born in 1806 and his mother in 1804, Claus 
nH D. emigrated to the United States with his family, 
i consisting of his wife, two sons and one daughter, 
i and landed at New Orleans June 2, 1852, and, 


coming up the Mississippi River in a steamboat, 
arrived in Davenport, this State, June 14 of that 
year. ‘There they tarried until August 25 of the 
same year, when Mr. Roennfeldt brought his fam- 
ily to the farm which now forms a part of the 
homestead of our subject. ‘The father was one of 
the first Germans to settle in Center Township, 
and endured all the trials incident to the open- 
He succeeded in borrow- 
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ing-up of a new farm, 
ing considerable money, which he advanced to his 
kindred and friends in the ‘Faderland” to pay 
their passage to this land of freedom, He was a 
gentleman generous and liberal to a fault, and one 
respected by all who knew him. 

Of the parental union three children were born— 
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dence is modern in architecture and convenient, 


L 


Frederick, Hans and Maggie. The latter died in wie | 
1854, and Frederick, departing this life i 1885, [eee 
left behind him a widow and six children, ~ The fim o 
eood wife departed this life in 1856, and Claus D. ph 
surviving her until July 21, 1886, went to jom her Frigg 
in that better land “in a home not made with | i ¥ 
hands, eternal and in the heavens;” his death took Bees] 
place in Hampshire Township. c q 
Hans D. Roennfeldt was reared a farmer’s boy 


i 
“a 


he 


and has devoted his lifetime to that noble calling. | 
He was first married in November, 1858, to Miss 
Caroline Schwarz, who departed this life in 1864. 
January 20, 1865, our subject formed a sec- |p: 
ond matrimonial alliance, Miss Johanna Sehroe- 
der being the other contracting party. She 
was born May 20, 1845, and is a daughter of Jo- 
seph and Margaret Schroeder. The former was 
born Oct. 351, 1806, and died April 11, 1884, and 
the latter was born Oct. 30, 1816. The children 
of Hans D, Roennfeldt are: August F., born Sept. 
24,1865; Emma F., July 18, 1868; William C., 
Feb. 20, 1870, died Jan. 2, 1871; Margaret C., 
Feb. 8, 1872; Caroline S., Jan. 11, 1874; Augusta 
», Jan. 2, 1876; Herman D., March 18, 1878; 
Otto L., Sept. 11, 1880; Annie E., Aug. 24, 1883; 
Sophia, May 14, 1885, and died Sept. 21 of the 
same year. 

Our subject has 400 acres of finely cultivated 
land, on which is a handsome residence, two stories 
in height and 28x40 feet in dimensions; next to it 
is an “L”’ 16x28 feet in dimensions, and the resi- 
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with every necessary appliance of the present day. 
His barn is 60x80 feet, with a basement of stone, and 
is also commodious and convenient, and his farm is 
one of the handsomest in Center ‘Township. Mr. 
Roennfeldt and wife are members of the Lutheran 
Church, and are active workers in the community 
to which they belong, dispensing charity and hos- 
pitality with a liberal hand, Mr, Roennfeldt is a Re- 
publican in polities and, possessing the happy faculty 
of making and retaining friends, has attained a po- 
sition of prominence second to none in his town- 
ship. He is engaged in general farm business and 
in that voeation has no superiors and few equals. 

Our subject and his first wife adopted a child at 
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He was born Feb. 18, 
This was one of 


and educate him as their own. 
1859, and is named Henry C. 
the instances where the generosity of their hearts 
bade them do a life kindness to “one of these 
little ones,” nor will the time ever come in which 
they will repent an action so worthy, for no one 
who takes to his heart and home a child cast upon 
the world ean fail to realize, in his declining years, 
the generous reward of peace, secured by unselfish 
benevolence. As a monument of the handiwork of 
our subject and of what has been acquired by hun 
through energy and perseverance, we present a 
view of his elegant home upon another page of 


this work. 
—S—> a 


EORGE HELFERT, who is engaged in gen- 
eral farming in Clinton County, and whose 
residence is located on section 18, in Elk 

River Township, is the subject of this biographical 

sketch. He was born in Hesse-Darmstadt, Ger- 

many, May 11,1829. His father, Gearheart Helfert, 
was a resident of the same Pro vince all his life, his 
death oceurring there when his son was seventeen 
years of age. He was a successful German farmer. 

—1=)| The mother, Margaret Helfert, whose maiden name 

was Zeis, lived and died in the same Province in 

Germany, following her husband one year after his 

|| death. 

Our subject is the oldest living of a family of 

nm four children, and lived in Germany until the anni- 
| il versary of his twenty-first birthday, on which day, 

| May 11, 1850, he set out for the United States. 

He possessed the attributes of one who goes forth 

ll to seek prosperity, with a good knowledge of hu- 

l Ala man nature, keen and quick perceptions, and in- 
=e i domitable courage. After reaching New York 

ti A City, he decided to go into the State of Ohio, and 

LE selected Portage County as his point of destination. 

1 id It was an eventful trip in some ways, as he there 

: iy met the lady who was afterward his life companion. 

To ~ She was Barbara Grazel, and was born in the same 

State in Germany of which her husband was a na- 

or Pvtive, The date of her birth was May 25, 1826, 

i and they were united in marriage Dec. 8, 1851. 

bards) ‘Mrs, Melfert’s father died in his n: a Province 

i pene his daughter was twenty years of age, Her 
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years, from which they moved into the State of 


1855 he removed to Wisconsin, and there labored 
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mother a few years later also died, and joined her 
husband. Mrs, Hl. came to the United States in 
1850, a year after her husband made his trip to 
America, and lived in Portage County, Ohio, until 
After this event Mr, and Mrs. Hel- 
three 
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eee er! ¥) 


her marriage. 
fert resided on a farm in that county for 


Indiana, and there lived about six or seven months, 
coming, in the fall of 1854, to Elk River Township, 
Clinton County. Here they have since resided, 
and he is now the owner of over 200 acres of good 
and desirable land, finely cultivated and furnished 
with all modern improvements, 

To Mr. and Mrs, Ilelfert have been born five 
children, one of whom is deceased, The children 
are as follows: Adam married Celia Bryant and re- 
sides in Dakota Territory; he is a carpenter by 
trade, but at present follows the occupation of a 
butcher, John married Emma Winkler and resides 
in Audubon County, Iowa; he is a farmer by occu- 
pation. George and Joseph are still at home, and 
Thomas is deceased, Mr. Helfert is a man of con- 
siderable ability. In politics he is a solid Repub- 
lican, and yotes a straight ticket for the party of 
which he is a member. 
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= UBERT BOKER, a merchant of Lyons, is a 
native of Prussia, Germany, and was born 
Noy. 8, 1842. He is a son of Frank X, 
and Caroline (Lohberg) Boker, natives of 
Germany. They remained in the old country 
throughout their natural lives, and died in 1852-58, 
respectively. ‘They reared a family of four chil- 
dren, three of whom are still living, and named as 
follows: Sophia, wife of Mr, Fegan, a resident of 
Germany; Frances, now Mrs. Vandelden, a resident 
of Lyons, and, lastly, Hubert. 

Mr. Boker remained at home until after his par- 
ents’ death, and in 18d4 came to America. Reach- 
ing the State of Illinois, he settled in Quincy, where 
he remained for one year working in a store, In 
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on a farm, and in the following year came to Ly- 
ous and found employment for nine years in a saw- 
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mill. Im 1884 he entered partnership with his 
brother-in-law, Mr. Vandelden, in the grocery busi- 
ness on Main street, and the firm continued until 
1885, when he bought the entire interest of his 
partner and conducted the business alone. 

He was married, Jan, 26, 1870, to Miss Mary 
Molle, 2 native of Germany and a daughter of 
Joseph Molle, a resident of Carroll County, IIL, 
who came to America in 1854, locating there. Mr. 
Boker is the father of six children, by name, Kliza- 
beth, Dora, Joseph, Hubert, Frank and John. He 
has been remarkably successful in both personal and 
business relations, and numbers a wide circle of 
friends and patrons won by his honest dealing and 
pleasant and jovial courtesy. 

Politically he is a Democrat, and for seven years 
was Alderman of the Fifth Ward, He is Constable 
at the present time; belongs to the German Dra- 
matic Society, and also to the German Benevolent 
Association. He has been a resident of West Main 
street for some years, and may be reckoned as one 
of the pioneers of Lyons, as he is one of its early 
settlers and is identified with its growth and 
progress. 


Vf *) FORGE STEPHENSON, ‘The subject of 
this personal notice, who is a dealer in live 
stock in De Witt, is one of the most promi- 

nent business-men of this section, and may be called 
a self-made man, inasmuch as he stands in his pres- 
ent prosperous position by his own individual et- 
forts. He was born at Barton, England, on the 
River Humber, opposite Hull, June 24, 1828, and is 
the son of Robert and Mary (Woodliff) Stephen- 
son, Our subject was reared to agricultural pur- 
suits, and by his mother’s death when he was an in- 
fant, his care fell upon his grandparents. In 1851 
he left his native land, sailing on the 8d of April, 
and landing at New York after a voyage of five 
weeks, He went almost immediately to Marietta, 
Ohio, and was there employed in carrying sawed 
lumber from the river, at seventy-five cents per 
day. Many youths would have reasoned that such 
employment was unworthy of their notice, but our 
subject, adopting the principle that ‘‘ half a loaf is 
better than no bread,” accepted the situation and 
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went to work with willing hands. 
lowing winter he worked as fireman in a woolen 
factory at $16 per month. After living in Mari-— 
etta for three years he moved to West Columbia; 
W. Va., where he engaged as a butcher, remaining | ae 
in this employment until 1859. Then, removing to | CS 
Iowa, he settled in De Witt. He had previously 

bought a farm in Berlin Township, in this county, 
but located as stated. There he engaged in butch- 
ering for five years, then began buying and shipping 
live stock. On arriving in Marietta, Ohio, he had 
only $4.85, and from that beginning he has worked 
himself upward and become the owner of his pres- 
ent comfortable fortune, 

He was married, March 31, 1851, to Maria Coo- 
per, who was born in Lincolushire, England, June 
10, 1829, and they are the parents of three chil- 
dren, as follows: Laura, wife of John P. Eldred, 
living in Chicago; Nettie, wife of Fred Hobbs, of 
Benton Harbor, Mich., and George, residing at 
home. 







































They were all of pure English blood, and his erand- 
father on his father’s side was a Captain in the 
British army, and on his mother’s side his grand- 
father was illustrious as a patentee of fringes and 
laces, While Charles’ father was a weaver of checked 
ribbons, which business he followed his entire life- 
time. He died in his native land in 1882. His 
wife died in 1866, 

Our subject learned the butcher’s trade, but 
when twenty-one years of age he left it and en- 
gaged in weaving. After some length of time he 
was favored with a trip to South Africa, and, going 
to Port Natal, he remained about twelve months. 
He saw much of the country, but at the expiration 
of that time returned to England, where he spent 
three years. In 1854 he came to America and set- 
tled in Ohio. There he made a stay of three years 
and was in the employ of a railroad company all 


PED SO ; 

HARLES WALKER, now residing at Lyons, ‘) 

was born in Coventry, England, in 1819, and i 

SJ is the son of John and Elizabeth (Ferrin) 6 7 
Walker, natives of England, His grandparents y: 
were by name John and Mary Walker, and on his. |}jl}: at 
mother’s side John and Elizabeth (Hulburt) Ferrin. ||\!| - ‘a 
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that time. 


a4, Years. 


CLIN 
Leaving there he came to Lyons and 
engaged in brick-making, continuing it for two 
years. His next work was in Carpenter & Son’s 
mills, and this position being mutually satisfactory 
he remained with them for fifteen years. He then 
bought nine aeres of land on the north bluff of the 
city, and planted vines and fruit upon it. He also 
engaged, at the same time caring for his large 
horticultural garden, in the restaurant business, in 
which he remained until 1884. His business house 
stands on Front street, and he owns seven houses 
on Main and Front streets. 

Mr. Walker was married, in 1848, to Miss Louisa 
Burton, a native of England, and a daughter of 
William and Mary (Draper) Burton, and by his 
union has a family of three children—Walter W., 
Frank and Lotta Ik. Frank united in marriage 
with Sadie Bartlett, and has had born to him one 
child—Maud, Lotta E. married Allen M. Pelton, 
and has three children—Bertie, Henry and Alva. 

Mr. Walker is an Independent in polities, and 
believes more thoroughly in principle than in party, 
He belongs to the I. O. O. F., and in religious be- 
lief is an Episcopalian, having been reared from 
childhood in the principles of the Church of En- 
gland. Ie is a member of the Galesburg, IIL, 
Odd Fellows’ Insurance Company, 


ENRY ROHWEDDER. The subject of this 
personal history is a resident of the town of 
Lyons and is a member of the firm of Roh- 
wedder Bros., hardware merchants. He was 

born in Germany and is the son of Lex Rohwedder, 

Henry remained at home until he attained the age 

of eighteen, and being naturally ambitious and de- 

sirous of winning his way, he emigrated to America, 
and coming to the State of Lowa, settled in Clinton 

County, where he worked on a farm for three 

He afterward was engaged in boating on 

the river and subseqently worked for a Mr. Joyce, 

in the sawmill and lumber yard. At this he has 





| since continued and at the present day is salesman 


and overseer in the business. | 
He was united in marriage in the year 1865, with 
gon ii U sia a native of Germany. Their un- 
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ion has been blest by the advent of five children, 
as follows: Emma, Lena, Lex, Albert and Carl. 
They are happy and united in their family relations, 
are prosperous and successful and enjoy an attract- 
ive and pleasant home. 

Mr. Rohwedder is eminently a self-made man, as 
he began this life a poor boy, and has fought his 
way resolutely from the bottom of the ladder, and 
is now a prosperous and thriving merchant, well 
known and estemed for his perseverance, his integ- 
rity and his moral character, His 
uated on Kighth street and is a most desirable piece 
of property. 

In polities Mr. Rohwedder is independent and 
belongs tothe United Workmen. Both himself and 
wife are members of the Lutheran Church and are 
laboring, earnest Christians under its doctrines of 
faith, 


residence is sit- 
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PILLIAM SIEVERS, of the firm of Sievers 5: 
ef & Hayings, clothiers and dealers in gents’ §- 


furnishing goods, hats, caps, valises, etc., 
in Lyons, is the subject of this personal history. 
His business house is situated on Main street, and 
he is a native of Germany, born May 8,1849, He 
is the son of H. H. and W. (Peters) Sievers, natives 
of the “ Faderland,” who came to America with their 
family of eight children, five of whom still survive 
—Louisa, now Mrs. William Merggers, is the mother 
of three children—F red, Herman and William; she 
resides in Lyons. John took to wife Anna Shu- 
mann; they are the parents of three daughters— 
EKmmie, Anna and Caroline, and reside in Lyons; 
William married Miss Minnie Holdorf and they 
have two sons—KEddie and Alfred; William is of 
the above-named firm; Dettef married Emma Klint 
and they have three children—Bertha, William and 
an infant unnamed; Mollie is the wife of Henry 
Horst, and the mother of three sohs—Kddie, Ernest 
and Albert. They are a prosperous couple and are 
residents of Lyons. 

After coming to America H. H, Sievers settled 
near Maquoketa, at Hickory Grove, where he re- 
mained but a short time. He then came to Lyons 
and began business as a saloon-keeper, which he 
followed twelve years, 
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He then purchased a house ¢ 
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te and lot in Newton, where he lived until 1878, the | 1855, at the age of seventeen. He was entirely ; 
HE year in which he was called from earth. The | alone, without a friend to help him, and on landing 
tf mother, who still lives on the old place, makes a | at New York City, was “a stranger in a strange land 
iF home for her youngest daughter, who also remains and along way from home.” He paused to con- 
nee under the parental roof. sider what his next move should be, and finally de- 
: te The subject of this biography remained at home ciding ei go West, he removed to eee 
t ne until he was twenty-three years old, but at the age lowa, where hie had two brothers living, In W ie 
ne of nineteen began work in a sawmill, which he con- | place he remained one year. He next came to this 
neg ducted four years. Te received a practical educa- county and settled on section 5, Center Township, 
. nF tion in Germany, and his shrewdness and business | and in so doing made the acquaintance of the lady 
nEE ability were in his favor, so that he next obtained | who afterward became his wife. Her name was 
Te 2 situation as a clerk in the clothing store of Aa bebe aet Paulsen, and their nuptials were cele- 
ne gust Baumgardten, in Lyons. There he pene brated May 9; eink one mas born in Germany, 
ne five years, and on the {3th of April, 1878, com- | Jan, 19, 1842, and by their union they have a fam- 
Tie menced business with his present partner, the loca- | ily of seven children living, as follows: Adolph, 
nee tion being the Masonic Temple. ‘They carried the | born Feb. 22,1867; Emma C., Feb. 23, 1869; Jo- 
nk same line of e2oods and remained two years con- hannah, Feb. 6, 1871; August, Feb. 26, 1873; Gus- 
TE nected there, thence removing to their present site, | taf, May 27, 1879; Amelia, Aug. 12, 1883; and 
Tae 59 Main street, where they have earned a wide pat- | Tena, Noy. 20,1877. ‘The deceased are Emma, 
ne ronage and do a flourishing business, born Dee. 11, 1863, died Dee. 25, 1863; Julius, 
ne Mr. Sievers was married Dee. 18, 1876, to Minnie born Feb, 24, 1864, died April 24 of the same 
i Holdorf, daughter of Fred, Holdorf, a native of | year; Bertha, born Fab; 22, 1865, died April 17, 
d Germany, who came to America in 1866,and settled | 1866; and one who died at Lyons, Sept. 9, L875, 
t inthe city of Clinton. Heisat presenta resident of | aged two days. 
q 1 Eaton Township, and engaged in farming. Mr. Mr, Thiessen has 367 acres of land finely cultiva- 
0 Sievers is the father of two bright boys—Eddie ted and improved, and sixty acres of it lie close to 
i and Alfred, the city of Lyons. He is largely engaged in the 
t } Our subject is a Democrat in political sentiment. | breeding of hogs, horses and cattle, His dwelling- 
t = He is building a home on the corner of Sixth and | house is 30 x86 feet in dimensions and is built of 
D / Franklin streets, and the house has received a valu- wood, while one of his karns is 100 x 36 feet and the 
q ‘ation of $5,500 with its surrounding lot and all im- | other 60 x 52 feet. He has himself erected all the 
provements. Te is one of the best and most sub- | buildings upon his place, and has ample reason to be 
q ; stantial men of Lyons, is honest and straightfor- | proud of the work done, 
n} - ward in all business dealings, and is well respected Both our subject and wife are members of the 
: : and liked as a neighbor and friend. Speatan rig can and he is at thistime one of the 
i : Town ‘Trustees of Center Township. He has served 
i : A090 OVD 10401 one year out of his three, and is highly regarded for 
hi the interest he takesin the town. He is well known 
4 ERMAN THIESSEN, The subject of this | and highly esteemed and respected in this county, 
We biography, who is a binchsraiin by Aue, and is a true German in type of character. His 
hee but at the present time is engaged mm agri- | mother died in 1884, in this county, and his father 
cultural pursuits, resides on section 5, Cen- | in Germany, in 1846 or 1847, | 
ne ter Township, and is well-known and ReRpEststt sor In politics Mr. Thiessen is Democratic, and is a 
his enterprise and progress in his chosen field of in- | stanch adherent tothe principles of his party, which 
, 1 dustry. - he supports with the utmost vigor. He is a mem- 
| t : Mr. Thiessen was born in Sleswick-Holstein, Ger- | ber of the shooting society of sportsmen, and once 
y many, March 4, 1838. He came to America in | won the prize of $100 for his skill as a marksman, 
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a Po : 
* iy This was in Davehport. ‘They have a shooting- | Robert and Jane (Philips) Green, The father §: 
a, vid match every two years. Mr. Thiessen is one of | died in 1871 and her mother still lives in Lyons. 
aly © (|) those foreigners, who, coming to America, put forth Mr. Wyatt's family consists of five children, all 
™“ fm every effort in behalf of enterprise and advance- | of whom survive, as follows: William E., Henry J., 5: 
= ment, and who by honorable labor and honest pru- | Elizabeth, John P. and George O. Edward Wyatt. 4 
FA) dence gain a strong foothold and eventually win a | brother of our subject, came to America in 1855 1 
>: _ ‘any favorable competency. and settled in Lyons. He was a machinist by trade “ 

























A fine lithographic view of Mr. Thiessen’s resi- | and commenced work for Graham & Shouerman, and 
dence, commodious out-building and good stock are | while in their employ had the great and lasting 
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shown elsewhere in this work. misfortune to lose the best friend he owned, phys- § : 

ically, viz., his right hand. ‘This painful circum- i 4 ‘ 

AN LYON wD ; ideas stance occurred in 1 856, and ag the sek seventeen i 5a 

years he has been associated with the Fulton saw- | oy 

mill, in which he is one of the stockholders. He — a ‘ 

OHN WYATT. The gentleman of whom | has a taste amounting to a passion for mechanical 4 

this history is given is well known in Lyons | labor, and runs the engine in the sawmill in whose E _ 7 

for his earnest, straightforward dealings in | ponderous workings he daily sees the beauty which E | a5 

business, He is a native of Warwickshire, | is appreciated only by the true mechanic. With §: | a3 

Tile England, and was born July 25,1828. His parents, | his brother he owns the property situated in Lyons §: | 7 ; 

| y William and Elizabeth (Sweet) Wyatt, were natives | and together they conduct their business with anf: are 

ty of England, his father coming to America in 1857, | eye single to the joint interest. Both are Repub- §: | Raz 

\lf-Si| and settling in Lyons. He died in 1870, but the | lican in political principle and views, and both also §: ee 
l wife and mother departed this life in her native | are members of the I, O.O. fF. From a mere pit- £: = 

Ei) land in 1854. The family consisted of six chil- | tance and without the aid of Fortune’s hand at the §: ord 





dren, two of whom are still living—Kdward and | beginning, they have won their way upward, and 

John. | are in no way restricted financially, They are 

John Wyatt was kept in school and received good | eminently self-made men and are justly proud of 

educational advantages until he reached the age of | the fact that success lies within the reach of ali who 
| 
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twelve years. At the age of fourteen he was ap- | faithfully, persistently and patiently woo her, 
_prenticed and learned the tailor’s trade, at which he 
' served six years. From that time until he came to 
| America in 1850, he worked as a journeyman. On 
arriving here he went to Utica, N. Y., and worked 
|| for one year; thence to Detroit, Mich., where he 
worked two years and afterward he returned to 
|| England. Spending two years among friends in 
=| his native land he came back to this country in 

| 1855, making a stay in Detroit of one year and 
tease from there came to Lyons. Making an investment 


\A\ ARX ROHWEDDER, of the firm of Roh- 
wedder Bros., hardware merchants, is the 
subject of this biography. They are lo- 
cated in Lyons and well known as haying 
a prosperous and flourishing business, calling out a 
large circle of patrons, Mr. R. was born in Ger- 
many in 1847, and is the son of Lex Rohwedder. 
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y ti with his brother in two acres of land joining where | Marx remained at home until he was fourteen years 7 
2: Ale now lives and owning now twenty-seven acres, | of age, and in the meantime attended the common 
re rt pel p- 241) P . . . . @ » 
Hives he built on the same in 1873, He engaged at his | schools, after which he worked on the farm for ’ 


some months, and in 1865 he left his native land 
and came to America. From New York he came 
to Clinton County and for two years was employed 
on a farm located a short distance from Lyons. 
On completing this engagement he came to the 


trade until 1870, and since then has worked the 
= sn) farm. 

| inl Our subject entered the state of matrimony in 
a 1867, and united heart and hand with Miss M. A. 
TS oe Green, a native of Canada, and a daughter of 
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pleased his employer so well that he staid with him 
ten years. Mr. J. sent him to Carroll County, to 
“§ the village of Halbur, where he established a lum- 
ber yard and in connection with it a hardware 


: — ss 


H 
: town and worked for a Mr. Joyee in a sawmill; he 


store, In this position he continued for two years, 
then. associated with his brother, Henry, he engaged 
in business at Madison, Wis., occupying the same 
field of industry he had previously held, and con- 
tinued there one year, and then came to Lyons, 
where the two brothers again opened out in the 
same business on Main street, with a fair prospect 
of success. 

Mr. Rohwedder was married in 1874 to Minnie 
Wellener, a native of Quiney, UL, and they have 
four children—Annie, Eddie, Gertie and Lillia. 
His residence is situated on Fourth street and is a 
handsome and attractive place. He is a member 
of the Lutheran Church, and one of the most in- 
fluential and industrious business-men of Lyons, 
Ilis energy and perseverance have brought to him 
the success he so richly merits, and, in fact, both 
these brothers deserve the credit of winning much 
from little. ‘Their labors are meeting with a well 
earned meed of praise, and they are largely patron- 
ized and highly respected, figuring among the rep- 
resentative men and citizens of the county. 
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' hr In politics Mr. R. is a Democrat and upholds his 
; iy party with strength and force of purpose. He also 
| a belongs to the Knights of Labor, his only secret 
8 society. 
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“f | ARVIS JACKSON, Among the prominent 
; | and worthy citizens of Clinton County 
- | whose lives are devoted to agriculture and 
_ 


the farming interests of this section may be 
named the subject of this biography, whose home 
lies within the borders of Elk River ‘Township, on 
section 25. He is an active worker in his chosen 
field of industry, has been notably successful in his 
undertakings, and by well-divected efforts has suc- 
onining a fair competency, 


ceeded in 
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« Mr. Jackson came to this county in 1850, from 
‘= : Cambridgeshire, England, where he was born May 


10, 1824. His father, John Jackson, was a laborer 
and entered the army as a private soldier, fighting 
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under Wellington and leaving ieee with wlll 
name the honor of being a hero of Waterloo. He SAN , 
there received a wound, which. he carried to his’ is 
eraye, and, when our subject had attained the age |) 
of eleven years, departed this life after years of ages 
ras a native of Cambridge-| (ks 
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ee 


suffering. His mother v 
shire, where she lived her entire life, dying after 
her son came to the United States. She was the d 
mother of six children, four sons and two daugh- 
Mr. Jarvis Jackson was the third 
child in order of birth and the only one who came 
to this country. The children, two 
brothers and one sister, live in Cam- 
bridgeshire, 

After the death of his father our subject started 
out in life, going bravely into the battle for an ex- 
istence and winning his way by strong persever- 
ance and well-directed efforts. Ashamed of no la- 
bor which brought him a livelihood, he first en- 
eaged as a farm laborer and worked at it until he 
came to the United States, in 1850. While yet 
living in his native shire he was united in marriage, 
Jan. 23, 1848, to Miss Hannah Fovargue, who was 
a native of the same shire as himself, and was born 
there Feb. 10,1851. 

Mrs. Jackson was the daughter of an English gen- 
tleman who had owned and supervised a large farm 
after methods of that country. His Christian name 
was Daniel, and he was of French extraction and 
English parentage. His wife, Jane (Elvis) Forvague, 
was from Lincolnshire, and was a lady of fine abil- 
ities and many personal traits worthy of admira- 
tion. She is now residing in Clinton, Iowa, hay- 
ing attained the age of eighty-two years, and 
makes her home with her youngest daughter, Mrs. 
Klizabeth Allen. The father of Mrs. Jackson died 
in Elk River Township in 1854. He came to the 
United States in 1848. Immediately previous to 
his emigration, he had, through the work of swind- 
lers, lost a fortune in his own country, which should 
have descended to him from his ancestors. Mrs. 
Jackson had all the advantages of early training, 
was carefully educated and remained with her par- 
ents until the date of her marriage. 

On leaving Liverpool, in 1850, Mr. Jackson and 
his wife came to New Orleans, and in choosing a— 
home finally settled upon Clinton County asa good 
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point of destination} as Mrs. Jackson’s parents had 
come to that part of the United States in 1545. 
Our subject rented for several years, and at the ex- 
piration of that period purchased eighty acres, 
which he improved and cultivated. To it he has 
since added other property until he is now the pos- 
sessor of 295 acres, nearly all of which is in a high 
state of cultivation and which blossoms and bears 
abundantly under the skillful hand of its husband- 
man. He also takes strong interest in stock raising 
and breeding, which he ‘arries on to a considerable 
degree. 

By their union Mr, and Mrs. Jackson have lived 
to see a home circle made glad and beautiful by 
the advent of five children, one only being lost 
from the little flock. Their names are respectively 
as follows: Mary J., wife of James McBrown, 
who resides in Ringgold County; he is a farmer by 
occupation. Julius M., married to Mary McClin- 
tock, lives in Franklin County, this State, and fol- 
lows agricultural pursuits as a vocation; Emma C, 
is a teacher and is still an inmate of the parental 
home. Andrew resides at home and is engaged 
with his father in working the homestead; he is 
also a student of telegraphy. The deceased was a 
daughter, named Ann. She was only a tiny bud 
in the garden of life, her age being but three short 
months, but she was sincerely mourned for the 
grace of babyhood, whose helplessness endears it to 
human hearts. Mr. and Mrs. Jackson are Episco- 
palians in religious faith, in which belief they were 
_ reared from childhood. In politics he is a Demo- 

erat, voting at all times for and with his party. 
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ILLIAM W. WILKES, who at present con- 
duets the saw-mill at Clinton, was born in 
| Lyons, Iowa, in the year 1851. His par- 
“ents, George and Mary (Fields) Wilkes, are natives 
v; “of New York. He was married, in 1878, to Mrs. 
BG 
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Mary Bailey, whose parents, Marcus and Emily 
\(Robinson) Spencer, died in Michigan in 1877 and 
11853 respectively. 

Pa Mrs. Wilkes was married to her former husband, 
| James M. Bailey, in 1869. He was born in Clevye- 
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land, Ohio, in 1845, and was the son of George 
and Sarah Bailey, the former of whom was 4 
Baptist minister by profession, and continued m 
James M., after 
his marriage, came to Lyons, in 1870, and began 


that vocation throughout his life. 


work in the Stockwell sawmill, where he remained 
about three years. He then accepted the position 
of foreman of the same and until the mill was 
burned held it, to the satisfaction of all concerned, 
About this time his health gave way, and he with 
his wife took a trip north. 
companionship and association of a most worthy 


He had enjoyed the 


and lovely woman for about nine years, and de- 
parted this life, after they had traveled about two 
years, March 6, 1878, at Baton Rouge, La. Ile 
was a member of the A. O, U. W., and was brought 
back to Lyons and buried at Oakland, 

Mr. Wilkes is a Republican in polities, and is 
also a member of the V. A. 8S. fraternity and 
Mrs. Wilkes owns two resi- 
dences within the city limits of Lyons, one situated 
on the corner of Second and Lumber streets, and 
the other on Fourth street. She has shown herself 
of quick and keen intelligence and good judgment 
in the management of the business affairs relative 
to her husband’s estate, and commands the respect 
and admiration of all with whom she has dealings. 


—. ENDRI CKS TAYLOR. 
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Prominent among 
the successful farmers of Clinton County is 
the subject of this personal history, whose 

XS) home is situated on section 4, Sharon 'Town- 
ship, and who is the son of a pioneer who knew all 
the hardships and struggles of early Western life, 
but met them all with the courage which was a 
heritage at that day. Mr. ‘Taylor was born in Mer- 
cer County, Pa., April 12,1841. His father, Joseph 
M. Taylor, was born in Butler County, Pa., and his 
grandfather, Thomas ‘Taylor, a farmer, was born in 
Westmoreland County, and died in Mercer County. 

The father of our subject was reared on a farm 
and attained the age of eighteen years in that line 
of industry. THe then learned the trade of a stone- 
cutter and worked steadily at the same in Mercer 
County until 1852, when he came to Iowa, ‘The 
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railroad then reached only to Freeport, Il., which | name was Christopher, and he died in 1873, His 9’ 
was the Western terminus, the Lowa settlements be- 
Hiring a 


ing reached by stage from that point. 
team at that place to take his household goods he 
went to Maquoketa and rented a farm in its vicin- 
ity on which he remained three years. - He then 
came to Clinton County where he rented land in 
Brookfield Township and then to Sharon ‘Township 
where he spent the last years of his life with his son 
Of whom we write. He died in 1871. His wife’s 
maiden name was Cecelia McBurney. Five chil- 
(ren were born to them, named May A., Ilen- 
dricks, Elizabeth, Sarah and Frances. 

Our subject was but eleven years of age when he 
came to Iowa. He was helpful and industrious and 
took advantage of whatever opportunities offered, 
fearing no labor, however heavy, which was laid 
a farm of 180 acres, well 
Ile has excellent 


upon him. He now owns 
stocked and highly cultivated. 
pasture land included in this and it yields abund- 
antly. THe was married March 25, 1878, to Miner- 
va Clapp. She was born in Jackson County, Iowa, 
and is the daughter of William and Naomi (Jaynes) 
Clapp. Her father was a native of Edgar County, 
Ill, and was born April 6, 1822. ‘He removed to 
Towa in 1845, and was an early settler in Jackson 
County. In 1870 he sold out and removed to Sha- 
ron Township. His wife was born in Kentucky, 
reared in Tlinois, and was a noble-hearted, kindly 
disposed and amiable wife. 

Mr. and Mrs, Taylor have three children, named 
Leroy, Ida and dear. 


I] / ARL RUTENBECK, one of the representa- 


| tive farmers of this county, who resides on 
section 30, Brookville Township, was born 

in Westphalia, Prussia, Oct. 16,1831. Tle 
received a common-school education in the old 
country, and on coming to America was in posses- 
sion of suflicient Common sense to enable him to 
With his parents he landed at New 
Orleans, and from there went to Le Claire, where 
he remained two months. He then came to Clinton 
County, coming to this township. His father’s 
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mother, Klizabeth, died in 1838, 


Our subject was united in marriage with Miss 


Henriette Gut in 1862, and she died in 1868, She 
left three children—Beate, Teckler and Edward. 


In 1874 Mr. R. was again married, this time to 


Miss Hannah Johnson, who was born June 1, 1843. 
Two children have been the outgrowth of this 
union, a boy and a girl—Gustay B., born in 1876, 
and Caroline, born in 1878. : 
Mr. RK. has 170 aeres of land, which at the time 
of purchase was raw prairie, 
two-story house and a good barn, and his home- 
stead now shows the effects of care and cultivation. 


He is & man worthy of publie trust and has been’ 


elected to places of honor in his township. Tewas 
School Director and Road Commissioner, and is 
always on hand to act when duty calls. He was 
reared in the Lutheran Church, which he aids in 
supporting, and is a Democrat in polities, 
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ON. HIRAM A. HART, deceased. Among 
the citizens of Clinton County there were 
many who attained prominence and success 

))) in life, and that too through their own en- 

ergy and perseverance, they not having been the 
recipients of -any legacy. Prominent unong the 

class referred to is the gentleman whose name heads 
this biographical notice, and as a simple narration 
of facts connected with the life of an individual is 
the best biographical hist« ry that can be 
him, we take pleasure in presenting 
regarding the past life of our subject, 

Hiram A. Hart was born in Butler County, Ohio; 

July 4, 1808. His father, William Hart, was born 

in Georgia, and his father, our subject’s grand- 
father, was a native of KE fgland, who, in company 

with two brothers, came to this country prior to 
the Revolutiona ‘YY War and located in Georgia. 

Subsequently the grandfather moved to Hamilton 

County, Ohio, the date being about 1800, and was 





written of 
the following 


one Of the first to locate on the present site of the 


flouri shing city of Cincinnati. He lived there but 
a few years when he removed to Butler County, 
huying a tract of timber land. He located on this 


(esececeertes 


x rors eeees 
PUL S errs uilirertivestoor rey 






f a x 


He has a handsome 









-— = 
> he CD 


= * 
—— “* 
°° 6 «~ 


, 


‘*e'¥ 


pie | No07 [aes 2x: NOos Fert 
Tieatiaselee os | Ti rear Ty 7 wi . THe oe CE ELITR FETTER EEZEOA i ‘a 
Lieeeidelgdartise rere Lidoaeet ise ; 

Pip = ‘. 


eeeteceens &i 298% 


CLINTON Ce d yea 


Pree eeeSeoe ee 


as BRE RAASAAN 
icvS UU ESAR EER, 7 
; ' 
. 


= is " v hey Ja 


oe 


Ss 











eens 


tract with his family. and commenced to improve Mr. Hart was a member of the Indiana Legisla- 

it, continuing to live upon it until his death, which | ture, during the session of 1850, and represented 
occurred when he was about ninety years of age. | the citizens of his district to their entire satisfac- 
The place is still owned by his descendants. tion, and while a member of the Legislature served 
The father of our subject accompanied his par- During the 

74| ents in their various removes, and finally settled 
§4) with them on the farm in Butler County. There 
he lived and labored at agricultural pursuits and 
ert to into manhood. He was married in that 
county to Annabel Piatt, a native of Ohio and of 

|| French parentage. Some years after his marriage 
he removed to Kentucky, and after a residence 

i] there of a few years again removed, his journey 

i) terminating in Ripley County, Ind., where he was 
,a pioneer. He purchased timber land in that 
county, located on it with his family, and deyoted 
{his time to its improvement and cultivation until 

(4) his death. 

4\ Hon, Hiram A. Hart was the eldest child of his 
——~! parents’ family. Ile assisted his father in clearing 
1 | his timber land and continued to reside with the 
=| old folk until his marriage, which occurred in Jan- 
jill) uary, 1849, Miss Mary J. McGuire becoming his 
wife. She was born in Dearborn County, Ind, 
For sixteen years prior to his marriage, in addi- 

4. tion to the work he did on the farm, he was en- 
P| gaged in river traffic, buying produce and shipping: 
4) it down the river, and disposing of it at different 
fl: hill points. In 1840 Mr. Hart made his first visit to 
Leatal this State and purchased land near Mount Pleas- 
—— ant. He remained here but a few weeks when he 
| / returned to Indiana and there lived until 1850. 
if ais l 3] During that year he came back to this county and 
|| /Purchased 200 acres of land in Camanche ‘Town- 
‘ll ship. In 1857 he erected a gristmill on section 16 

of what is now Lincoln Township. Previous to 

|| this, in 1856, he moved his family here and took 
hy up his residence at Camanche, where he resided 
-! until the winter of 1859, and then erected a resi- 
uy dence in Camanche Township, into which he moved 
oe with his family. He improved and fenced about 


on some of the important committees. 
war with Mexico he raised a company, of which he 
was elected Captain, but as the quota was filled he 
did not have the “pleasure” of leading his company 
in the front of battle. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hart became the parents of eight 
children, viz.: Abrant resides in Crawford County ; 
Flora B. married Orville Crisswell, and they also 
live in Crawford County; James W. was next in 
order of birth; Cloe married J. W. Smith, and 
they are living at Mapleton, this State ; Charles R. 
resides in Crawford County, and the others are 
Frankie, John 8, and Mamie J. 

After Mr. Hart removed to this county he took 
some of the higher degrees of Masonry—was a 
member of the Commandery at Clinton, and the 
Consistory at Lyons—ot which he was a charter 
member; he had attained the 32d degree in that 
fraternity. Mr, art was recognized as a man of 
enterprise and public spirit, and was always active 
in any enterprise which had for its object the ad- 
vancement of the interests of the county in which 
he resided, 

Ile died at his residence, July 1, 1886, at the 
age of seventy-eight, and is buried at Camanche ; 
the two younger sons carry on the home place. 

In politics Mr. Hart was a Democrat, and was 
influential in the ranks of his party in this seetion 
of the State, and the first vote he ever east was for 
Old Hickory. 

A finely engraved portrait, of Mr, Hart is shown 
on another page. 
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4 ANFORD TH. HASTINGS. One of the 
most independent of all callings is that of 
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800 acres of land, and was actively engaged in the 
| management of his farm, which now comprises 
4 about 500 acres. He was extensively interested in 
o the raising and feeding of stock, and in the differ- 
i ent departments of his vocation met with far more 


farming, and in Clinton County may be 
seen as fine farms as are to be found any- 
where within the State. To the agricultural class 
is indebted, in a very great measure, the prosperity 
and advancement which Clinton County has at- 
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than ordinary success. tained, and one who has done his part in the up- 
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building of Orange Township is Mr. Hastings of 
= this notice, who resides on section 15. He is a na- 
= tive of the Green Mountain State, and was born in 
i Wilmington, Windham County, May 19, 1817. 

| The father of Sanford Hastings, Moses Tast- 
ings, Jr, was born in Amherst, Mass., Jan. 13, 
1792, and his father, also named Moses, was a na- 
tive of Massachusetts, and born Feb. 16, 1758. 
The earliest ancestor of our subject in the United 
States was Thomas Hastings, a native of England, 
=f who settled in Watertown, Mass., in 1684. 

The father of our subject was married, March 3, 
1814, to. Anna Smith, a native of New England 
and born Dee. 25,1792. After their marriage they 
settled in Windham County, Vt., and there resided 
until 1820, when they returned to Amherst, Mass., 
During this 









and were there residents until 1830. 
year they started for Ohio, then considered the Far 
West. ‘They made the trip with a team as far as 
Albany, then went on the Erie Canal to Buffalo, 
and from there via the lakes to Black River, Lor- 
raine County, and located at Brown Helm, near 
Oberlin, where they remained until 1838, when they 
mace another move still farther west, to Indiana, and 
were early settlers in Steuben County. The father 
bought land there, erected the customary log house 
upon it, and spent the remaining years of his life in 
its cultivation and improvement, his death occur- 
ring Jan, 12, 1842. The old homestead was in 
Jamestown ‘Township. The mother died near An- 
gola, Steuben County, Sept. 12, 1856. 

Sanford Hastings was the second child in order 
of birth, and was three years old when they re- 
moved to Amherst and thirteen years of age when 
they went to Ohio, He assisted his father on the 
{ farm until nineteen years of age, when he undertook 
‘to learn the carpenter’s trade. On ‘ittaining the 
age of twenty-one, accompanied by his brother, he 
started with two yoke of oxen and a wagon for 
Indiana, and crossed the Maumee Swunp during 
the wet season. The roads were so bad that after 
an entire day’s travel, and as they built their camp 
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tl { fire at night, they could look back and just a little 
tee way behind observe the smoke from the fire they 
of had left in the morning, His father was intending 
nee to take the same route, but Sanford returned and 
h-§ Induced him to go to Indiana via the lakes. San- 
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ford H. spent nearly a year in. Ohio after his par- 
ents had removed to Indiana, and then joined 
them. is first work after reaching that State was 
to erect a more commodious log house for his par- 

ents, ; 

He continued to work at his trade in the latter haf. 
State until his marriage with Miss Eunice Murray, [2 

Which took place Feb. 3, 1842. She was born in 
Orwell, Addison Co., Vt., Dec. 14, 1821, and was 
a daughter of David S. and Deidamia (Summers) 
Murray. Her father was born in V ermont, July 7, 
1785, and removed to Laporte, Ind., in 1832, where 
he lived for three years, and then removed to 
Steuben County, that State, and continued a resi- 
dent thereof until his death, Feb..1, 1837. Mrs. 
Hastings’ mother was born in the Green Mountain 
State, July 7, 1785, and her father came from Ger- 
many to this country during the Revolutionary 
War. She died while on a visit to Mrs. Hastings 
of this notice, Noy. 10, 1877. 

»About the time of his marriage Mr. Hastings 
bought a tract of land from his father in James- 
town Township, Steuben Co., Ind., and built a log | 
house thereon, in which he commenced housekeep- 
ing. ‘They lived there two or three years, when 
they sold their place and purchased another. in 
Jackson Township, same county. He purchased 
the latter tract on time; and the question was how 
to pay for it. He did all of his farm work with an 
ox-team, and likewise his marketing, drawing his 
Wheat to Fort Wayne and Hillsdale, some fifty 
miles distant, and selling it for fifty cents per 
bushel, and, by economy and hard work, saved 
enough to pay for his land. Tle continued to re- 
side in Indiana until 1855, when he sold his farm, 
and, in company with his family, started with two 
span of horses, a wagon and buggy, for this State, 
Arriving here he located in De Witt, and there 
lived for two years, when he removed to the farm 
on which he is at present residing, and has there 
been engaged in agricultural pursuits, meeting with 
good suecess until the present time. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ilastings have had four children, 
three of whom lived to attain the age of man and 
womanhood, Maria was born April 12, 1845, mar- 
ried G. W. Morton, and died in Colorado, July 4, 
878, leaving four sons, named Elmer S., Herbert, 
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was born in the city of Boston, Dec. 6, 1819, where 
he was educated, attending the district schools and 
also the Old Hanover School. After leaying the 
schoolroom he started for Illinois, being then nine- 
teen years of age. He made a short stop at Peoria, 
then went on to Brimfield, where he located. There 
he remained three years, working by the month on 
a farm, and at the end of that time purchased 
eighty acres of land, which he began to improve 
and cultivate. He afterward bought fifteen acres 
of timber land, but in 1854 sold his small farm and 
bought 240 acres in Henry County, Il. This was 
situated one mile east of Galva and was in a raw 
state, wholly uncultivated. He therefore set to 
work breaking and improving it, and when finally 
he sold it it was in a high state of cultivation, 

Mr. Hansell continued on his farm until 1862, 
at which date he enlisted in Co. G, 112th Hl. Vol. 
Inf., under Capt Albro and Col. Thomas Hender- 
son. He was mustered in at Peoria and was ordered 
. to Kentucky, and camped during that entire winter 
‘at Lexington, Ky. In the spring of 1863 he was 
‘ordered to Nashville, Tenn., and from there to 
Lookout Mountain, where he was taken sick with 
typhoid fever, when he was taken to Cincinnati, 
=) Ohio, where he lay sick three months in the Marine 
(}) Hospital. On convalescing he was detailed to do 
vai hospital duty, which lasted to the end of his life as 
= a soldier. During this period he assisted in carry- 
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Mr. Hansell’s second marriage was to Amanda 
KE. Chalker, Feb. 22,1865. She was the widow of 
Orin J. Chalker, who died at Camp Nelson, Ky., 
leaving four children, by name Rosanna R., Emma 
J., Naney A. and Ellen M. Mr. and Mrs. Hansell 
of this writing have had four children—two girls 
and two boys—Marcus E., born March 15, 1867; 
Anna R., born in November, 1869, died Jan. 19, 
1874; Simon B., born March 4, 1871, and Rosetta 
A., March 15, 187: 

Mr. and Mrs. Hansell are members of the Chris- 
tian Church, in which they labor with unity of 
spirit, and which they support ably with the re- 
mainder of the congregation, He is a Republican 
in politics and votes the straight ticket. 
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me ©. PEREGORY, engineer on the Lyons 

& Fulton ferry-boat, and who for the past 

twelve years has been an engineer on the 

© river from Saint Paul to Saint Louis, and 
who likewise acted in the same capacity on the 
Ohio River from Parkerville to Wheeling and from 
Pittsburgh to Saint Louis for two years, is a gentle- 
man of more than ordinary reputation as one skilled 
in his trade. Mr. Peregory was born in Baltimore, 
Md,, Sept. 27, 1859, and is a son of D, A. and 
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Earnest H. and Clarénce G. Lorenzo $. lives in ing to the morgue 3,200 men, Ile was discharged §- : 
De Witt Township, where he is engaged in farming. | in May, 1865, at Cincinnati, Ohio. ay | 
Edson M. is an attorney in Pocahontas County, On the 29th of November, 1843, he was married A +4 
Towa. to Eliza Moore, daughter of Ephraim and Sarah ‘a 
Mr. and Mrs. Hastings are members of the Bap- | Moore, of Brimfield, Peoria Co., Il, and to this o 
tist Church. Mr. Hastings was a Democrat prior union were born the following children: Ephraim ra 
to the organization of the Republican party, but | and Manasseh, twins, who died in infancy; Daniel iH 
when it sprang into existence he joined its ranks, died of diphtheria while his father was in the army, § a 4 
and has since voted with and worked for its success. and also a daughter, who died when three years ied 
7 old; Theodore is married and lives in Dakota; aul 
PED SBR KS Si Moses is married and lives’in Nebraska; George is eu 
a civil engineer on a railroad in New Mexico, Mrs. sen 
ANIEL J. HANSELL, who was one of the Hansell died Noy. 12, 1864, while her husband was ih 
pioneers of Peoria County, IIL, locating | home on a furlough from the army, and, hard as it ied ; 
near Brimfield, that county, in 1840, came | May seem, he had to respond to the mandate of his Ah q 
to Clinton County in May, 1867. After country and return to his duty, leaving his mother- i) 4 
his arrival he bought eighty acres of finely culti- less children to the care of strangers; but he did it 14 
vated land on section 23, Brookfield ‘Township. He with that zeal that actuated all true patriots of that 1 
period, eh , 
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Mary (Clark) Peregory, natives of Baltimore and | Dec. 12,1879. She is a native of this State and a hi AS 
C 4 T J / » ;’ +r . 
Pennsylvania respectively. The father of our sub- | daughter of A. W. and Martha E. (Fitzgerald) | 
. 4 . . » . ° > Arp > 
Sject has a mill and farm near Baltimore, where he | Miller, natives of Pennsylvania. Mr. Peregory’s 


is at present residing. His wife died in 1861, only son, who was born Oct 10, 1880, at Le Claire, 
Mr. Peregory of this notice is the only son of | died Sept. 30, 1882. 
fi his parents. He remained at home until he was Politically Mr, Peregory votes with the Demo- 


ing the plastering business. After leaving home | Masonie fraternity and the I. O. O. F. 


he went to Wheeling, Va., and there engaged as 


ree riip 


Prrsree 


. ‘ A — my a »P ware. 
assistant engineer on Express No. 2, from Parkers 


ae 










sixteen years old, when he served two years learn- | cratic party. Socially he is a member of the 
Sis , ; ; ' ON SS ein 

te burgh to Wheeling, after which he was oocapied * 

nee running an engine from Pittsburgh to Saint . Louis | ; 
ht {for a part of one year. He then went to pune, | OUN R. BOYD, deceased, Among the pio- ran 
ne Ill, and there had charge of a stationary engine for neers and prominent persons who resided ' 
the a time, when he went to Rock Island and Moline, @ within the borders of Clinton County may 

Hee and there acted in the capacity of a fireman on a be noted that of our subject, who was born 

ne ‘ailroad for six months. We next hear of Mr. | in Allegheny County, Pa., Jan. Lea yarn 

ne Peregory as engineer on the steamer Stillwater, | died in July, 1881. He was the son of Robert and 

ne running from Rock Island to Saint Louis, and | Agnes (Livingston) Boyd. Robert Boyd was Born 

nie where he was employed for one year. He then en- | in 1787, and died Aug. 17, 1834. He was of Irish 

HE gaged on the Julia Hadley, and for a year handled | ancestry. Agnes Boyd was the daughter of David 

He the engine of that steamer between Clinton and | and Agnes (McDonald) Livingston. David Liy- . 
af Saint Louis, The next two years he had the posi- | ingston was a soldier in the Revolutionary War; he . 
ne tion of engineer on the Abner Guyle, running from | was born of Scotch progenitors and possessed an ; 
te La Crosse to Louisiana, Mo. Then for two years earnestness and depth of character which, despite \ 
: he was engineer on the Blue Lodge, running from | his peculiarities, won him a wide circle of friends, 
in: Clinton to Stillwater, Minn, The next two years | He was always brave, devoid of fear in time of } 
is were passed on board the Park Panter, running | danger, and his record in the war was an honor- = 
ne from Rock Island to Beef Slough, when he went to | able one. | + 
al the Ohio River and brought the Jim Fisk to La The subject of this history worked on a farm 7. 
te Crosse, and for one season held a position on board || until he attained the age of seventeen years, and _ 
nh of that steamer, which was engaged in the rafting after that ean on the river with his father, until he 4 
nb trade. His next position was on the Golden Gate, came West, im 1837, and worked for six years. At oe 
i running ‘between Davenport and Reed’s Landing, the expiration of this time he moved on to his <t 
4 with which boat he remained for one season. We | farm, which lay in sections 2 and 11. He had 160 a 
h next find him on the steamer Saint Croix, running | acres and afterward added forty, which, with his , 

1} 3 from Davenport to Beef Slough, for one season, | 160 in Boone County, made him the owner of 360 
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ed to his taste and he only followed it for one year, bell) Boynton. | 
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i and then on a sa i 8 Pune om Betas aut the time of his death. At the clisposition eS 
i Clinton to Reed’s Landing, for pee peels after | of the estate each of the children received one- | id 
h which he took a position on the Nina, running from | fourth. He was married on the 14th of December, jess 
it Lyons to Stillwater, In 1885, Mr. Peregory en- 1843, to Miss Luey S. Boynton, born Dec, 17, 1821. eae? 
gaged in agricultural pursuits, but it was hardly suit- | She is the daughter of Abial and Jeanette (Camp- a 
‘ 















t In 1886 he accepted the position of engineer on Mr, Boyd was the father of nine children, four aoe 
i the ferry-boat running from Lyons to Fulton, and | of whom are living at the present writing, as fol- a 
i. 3 is at present acting in that capacity. lows: William T., James C., Nettie L. Armstrong je 


Mr. Peregory was married to Miss Mary Miller | and Clara C, Besides these Mr. Boyd had in his 
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family the granddaughter of L. 8. Boyd and the 
daughter of Martha Cook. 

In politics our subject was liberal and believed 
firmly in seating the best man in the official chair. 
- He held the offices of Township Trustee, Justice of 
the Peace, and was also a member of the Board of 
Edueation. In public life he was ever ready to 
lend his aid, and rarely failed to respond to the 
calls of Christian charity. He was eminently a self- 
mademan. His widow isalady of culture and refine- 
ment, and taught the first school at Lyons in an old 
log house on the banks of the “ Father of Waters,” 
ji\ in 1842. | 
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NTON HANSMAN. The subject of this 
personal history, who is one of Clinton 
County’s most enterprising citizens and 
wealthy and progressive farmers, was born 

June 9, 1885, and reared on his father’s farm in 

Baden, Germany, until he reached the age of nine- 

teen. At that time he came with his sister to 

America, his parents having previously died in 

their native land. Tle now lives on section 7, 

_ Washington Township. Leaving his faderland, he 

set sail from Havre de Grace, and after a voyage of 

six weeks landed at New Orleans. He left that city 
and went to Cincinnati, Ohio, where he remained 
one and a half years, and at the expiration of that 
time went to Cass County, IL, where he staid for 
five years, working by the month on the farm. 

After that he became the possessor of eighty acres 

| of land on this section, then went back to Cass 

4), County and worked two years longer, thus making 

i five years in that county. In March, 1862, he came 

fi), to this place and commenced to plow land, and in 

the following May was united in marriage with Miss 

i) Margaret Sophy. | 

The nuptials of Mr. and Mrs. Hansman were 

selebrated May 8, 1862. She was a native of Can- 

ada, born Noy. 2, 1842, and was the daughter of Peter 

) and Julia (McCall) Sophy. Her father was born 

in Canada and his wife in Ireland; she died about 

sjithe year 1868. Mr. Sophy was the father of six 
children, three sons and three daughters. They are 


- (gece John, Peter, Joseph, Mary, Bridget and Margaret. 
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Mr. Hansman of this writing had three sisters 
and one brother, all of whom survive at the pres- 
ent time. They were Joseph, Caroline, ‘Theresa 
and Mary A. Mr, Hansman and wife have had ten 
children, five of whom survive. The names of the 
children were Julia E., Mary E., John A., Carl, 
George, Albert, William, George, Margaret and 
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Frederick. Our subject has 560 acres of land in an | . 
advanced state of cultivation, and is an extensive it 
and prominent stock-breeder, THis cattle are graded ‘3 
high and are of a fine breed, many being Short- E . 


horns. ° 





Mr. UH. has held a number of township offices and 
is at present one of the Board of Trustees. Ie has 
held this office for twelve years, and has been Jus- 
tice of the Peace for one teri. 
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Besides other du- 
ties, he pays strict attention to his agricultural pur- 
suits, and has a large number of stock under prepa- 
ration for the market. 

Ile and his wife are members eof the Catholic 
Church, which is called the Deep Creek Church. 
In politics he is independent, believing in the best 
man for the place, irrespective of party. He is one 
who cannot be swayed from the dictates of his con- 
science by policy or fraud, and may be depended 
upon in any emergency as a solid and substantial 


citizen. 
_—— A, = 


=\ TARLES G. FOREST, the most extensive 
G land-owner of Elk River Township, and one 
of the oldest and best known citizens of 


Clinton County, Lowa, is the subject of this notice, 
He is noted as one of the most enterprising men 
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and successful and progressive famers in this sec- i 
tion of country, and is also an extensive stock- ty 
grower. Tis residence is situated on section 7, and q 
he came to this county about 1853. a 
Mr. Forest was born in Onondaga County, N. Y., a 
March 30, 1829. Tis father, George Forest, was a =e 
native of Salem, Vt., and was married in Syracuse, ‘a 
N. Y. His wife, Sophia Campbell, was born in New se 
York, of Seotch ancestry, while the Forest family 5 i 
was of English lineage. The first Forest settlers 5 H 
came to the United States some time before the ‘ed 
Revolutionary War, and a large number of them ‘ 
figured in the great conflict for American liberty. ey 
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The family had within it a number of farmers, and 
most of them died in New England and New York, 
The father of our subject spent his early life a 
home, and when a young man set out to learn the 
hee trade of a molder, and he is credited with having 
molded the first cast plow in the United States, It 


Se stissiesestessctsssaes. 
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was patented by J. O. Wood, of Seneca County, 
N. Y., and was molded by Mr. Forest in the month 
as it 


4 of July, 1820. However, it was never used, 
was incomplete, Mx. Forest followed his trade for 
twenty-three years, living six years in Jefferson 
County, N. Y. In the summer of 1545 the parents 
and their nine children, our subject being one of the 
youngest, emigrated to the Far West and settled in 
Walworth County, Wis. It was there he took upa 
new home in the burr-oak openings, and it was also 
there that he did his first farming. The family all 
erew to maturity in that county, and our subject 
“= later came to Iowa, subsequent to which his parents 
at his home that his mother 
The father is at present re- 
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followed him, It was 
5 clied, Sept. 16, 1868. 

: siding with his son, our subject, and has reached the 
j advanced age of eighty-seven years, having been 
+ born in 1799. 

+ Mr, Forest lived with his father until he reached 
+ manhood. He then rented land in Wisconsin and 
began to farm for himself, After two years he 
3 
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came to Iowa, settled in Clinton County, and se- 
cured 120 acres at the Government price. He was 
fortunate in so doing, as this was the last sold in 
the township on those terms. When he crossed the 
) Mississippi River he had $16, which, with a span 
of horses, was all he possessed, except a firm and 


vrrr etter 


honorable desire to succeed, together with an indus- 
try and perseverance, that never fails. Being young, 
temperate, and strong in body and mind, obstacles 
seemed mere trifles in his way. 
first bought was in an unimproved state. He worked 
steadily, and where his fine residence, large barns 
and feed-buildings,.and his neat and commodious 
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outhouses now stand, was a wild stretch of prairie, 
; Since that time he has progressed and gained with 
every new stroke of industry, and every attempt to 
better his condition. His landed possessions in- 
clude 400 acres in Elk River Township, all im- 
proved, with the exception of twenty acres, which 
is timber land. He also owns 800 acres in Union and 
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_ years before-her marriage, 


The farm which he 


<——<3e eres, 





<— ie Se SE FL 


A oe sal 
} ete st 


447 








Iowa Townships, Jackson County, most of it im- 
proved, His stock-raising has fully succeeded and f 
has been a profitable venture for many years. He 
has risen from one of the hardest-working men in | 
the State to a position in which he has acquired a 
comfortable competency. | 

April 26, 1864, he was married to Miss Caroline 
Joannin, who was born in the Province of Ontario, 
Canada, June 18, 1839. She is a daughter of D. 
and Mary (Carver) Joannin, The former was 
reared in France until twenty-five years of age, 
when, in the latter part of 1829, he left his native 
country and. his trade, that of a hatter, and removed 
to Ontario, Canada. Later he removed to Buffalo, 
N, Y., and was there married to Miss Carver, who 
was born in Baden, Germany, April 2, 1813. She 
was eighteen years old when she and her brother 
came to Buffalo, where she lived until her marriage, 
Soon after this, in 1833, they went to Ontario, and 
there began farming, making it their chief occu- 
pation. In August, 1842, the parents and family, 
including three children, of whom Mrs. Forest was 
the second, came to the United States. They had 
lost their oldest child by death at the age of two 
years. ‘They soon settled at Brookfield, Clinton 
Co,, Lowa, and there lived for five years, and have 
been residents of that county, with the exception 
of five years, ever since coming West. They now 
live in Miles, Jackson County. The parents have 
lived quite retired in Miles. The father is eighty- 
one years of age, being born March 25, 1805. 

Mrs. Forest was well educated in the public 
school, and was a teacher in the-same for six 
She is the mother of 
George $., born Feb. 13, 
1865, and educated in Mount V ernon, Burlington 
and Iowa City; he now resides at home, having 
graduated in stenography; Elmer C., born Oct. 6, 
1866, educated at Fulton College, who is now a 
student at Ames; Minnie J., born June 1, 1868, 
and educated at Fulton, Lh: ‘Effie C., born April 
29, 1870, also educated at Fulton College; Lillie 
B., born Oct. 3, 1877. The children are all well- 
educated, have had the best of advantages and are 
accomplished in a high degree. They have studied 
both at home and at school. The younger three but 
one have all graduated from the Fulton Commercial 


five children, as follows: 
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College. This gives them a good business educa- 
tion, and they are amply fitted to work their way 
through the world’s great battle of life. The two 
older daughters and the mother are active members 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and do much 
good for the religion which they advocate. In pol- 
“ities Mr. Forest is a solid, reliable Democrat, 















ri TX AVID W. UTTS, an old resident of Ly- 

} ons, is by vocation a tinner, and one of 

4 the best of the class. He is a native of 
the State of Pennsylvania. 

i Mr, Utts was born in Shippensburgh, Cumberland 

Co., Sept. 7, 1837, and is the son of Samuel and 

k Jane (Gessinger) Utts. His father was a native of 


Newville, Pa., and his mother was born on the At- 
lantic Ocean, near England, as her parents were 
coming to America. Samuel was married in 1834, 
and followed the carpenter’s trade for a portion of 
the time. They have a family of five children, 
four of whom now survive—Catherine (Mrs. Stally), 
residing in Pennsylvania; David W., Rebecea J. 
and Mary M. ‘The father of our subject died in 
1874 and the mother in 1877. 

David W. Utts remained at home until he was 
thirteen years of age, and then went to learn the 
tinner’s trade at Belleville, Mifflin Co., Pa. He 
continued at this four years and served faithfully 
and well, after which he worked as journeyman 
two years in the same shop after learning his trade. 

In 1858 he came West and remained one month 
in Saint Anthony and Minneapolis, Minn., and af- 
terward removed to the State of Illinois and 
settled at Sterling. There he engaged at his trade, 
working until 1861, when he enlisted in Co. B., 

13th Ill, Vol. Inf. He was promoted to Corporal 
| Giana showed bravery and a strong disposition to do 
| Yor die in the battles in which he figured. He was 
< ae in the battles of Chickasaw Bayou, Arkansas Post, 


‘gyy) Jackson, Miss., and the siege of Vicksburg, taking 
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duty as a soldier. He was discharged June 18, 


71864, with an unstained war record and a heart 
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warm with the knowledge that he could say to his 
country “I give thee all I have.” 

ITe went directly to Sterling, Ill., from the war, 
where he engaged at his trade until December, 
1864, when he opened a photograph gallery, which 
he continued until May 18, 1865. He then came 
to Lyons. Here he worked for G. W. Parker for 
some length of time ina tinshop, remaining from 
May, 1865, until December, 1872. In January, 
1873, he opened a shop on Main street, where he 
engaged in the sale of stoves and hardware, and in 
working at his old business, conducting it until 
L880, when he removed to Fifth street, Ile went 
to the south side of the Public Square and took up 
a jobber, in a business 
house in which he located at that time. He pur- 
chased, in Stumbell’s addition, on the corner of 
Washington and Thirteenth streets, two lots, upon 


his permanent location as 


which he erected a house which cost $1,200, 

Our subject was married in 1867, to Miss Hattie 
Russell, a native of New York, and daughter of 
Gideon and Walstell (Pearce) Russell. By their 


“union they have three children, as follows: J. Adel- 


bert, Jennie A, and Kugene R. In September, 
1876, Mr. Utts lost his wife by death. She was a 
worthy member of society, a kind, genial friend 
and neighbor, and was sincerely mourned. Ile was 
again married, this time to Miss Carrie M. John- 
son, in 1877. She was anative of Michigan and a 
daughter of James Johnson. ‘There are by his see- 
ond marriage two children—Verner JD. 
Cora E. 

Politically, Mr. Utts is a Republican. He is a 
member of the I, O, O. F., the Masonic fraternity, 
Encampment of Rebecca Lodge, the United 
Workmen, the Modern Woodmen of America, and 
of the G. A. R. 
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OWN GREVE. Among the prosperous and 
thrifty agriculturists of Clinton County, 
there are many who came across the water 
from Germany. Prominent among the 
number is Mr. John Greve, of Hampshire Town-. 
ship, who was born Oct. 18, 1855, His parents 
were John and Elspie (Lindmire) Greve, also na- 
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tives of Germany. John, the elder, a son of 
Michael Greve, came to America in 1855, landing 
at New York. From there he came direct to 
Lyons and rented a small tract of land on section 
22, which he diligently cultivated for three years, 
when he sold out his accumulations and the follow- 
ine two years worked by the day. He had at the 
end of that time saved sufficient means to purchase 
120 acres on section 5, of Hampshire Township; 
this he improved until it became one of the finest 
farms in the vicinity. 

The subject of this sketch, John Greve, Jr., 
married ‘Tena Galson, who was born in March, 
1863, a daughter of Claus and Elspie Galson, John 
has purchased a home place of his father and how 
conducts the farming interests, proving himself 
careful, prudent and economical, and one who is 
respected in the community, and his industry is 
being rewarded by constant accumulation of prop- 
erty. Politically, he is Republican. 

6) 1S 1 Ft Ot 
AS\EORGE TESKEY. The subject of this 
sketch, whose home lies on section 29, Brook- 
-A\ field Township, was born in County Lim- 
erick, Ireland, Oct, 20, 1839. Tle came with his 
parents to America in 1851, and located in Essex 
County, N. Y., where the elder members of the ‘Tes- 
key family remained until 1855, at which time they 
landed in Iowa, coming from the State of New 
York. 

Our subject worked on the farm and paid direct 
attention to his studies until he was sixteen years 
of age, At that time, feeling the advantage that a 
broad education gives to every youth, he com- 
menced a college course, attending two terms at 
Maquoketa, this State, intending to finish the pre- 
paratory course. In the fall of 1861, all thoughts 
of self, of home and its refinement, were swept 
away from the heart of every true man by the ques- 
tion that arose. Our subject was not long in de- 
ciding that he who lays upon his country’s altar his 
all can do no more. He enlisted in Co. I, 12th Iowa 
Vol. Inf., as a private. Capt. Van Duzee was 
sworn in at Dubuque, Iowa, and ordered to Saint 
Louis, from which place he went to Fort Donelson, 
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and with this company participated in the three [i 
days’ fight, The next battle in order was Shiloh, } 
in which our subject also fought with W. H. L. 
Wallace’s division. At that place they were cut to 
pieces, and Mr, Teskey was taken prisoner. 


injured, he maintained his:position throughout the | 
fight and would not go to the rear. He was at the 
charge of the 19th and 22d days of May, 18638, 
and kept with his regiment throughout the whole 
ampaign. He figured in the battle of Jackson, 
Miss., and was at Brandon the 13thand 14th of July 
of that year. At Tupelo, Miss., he participated in 
the three days’fight under A. J. Smith; also in 
the campaign against Price in Arkansas and Mis- 
souri, 1m 1864, and then at Nashville, Tenn., in the 
Hood campaign. Te served three years and three 
months faithfully, and was never known to shirk a 
duty or get away from a single call upon him as a 
soldier, Te was mustered” out Dec. 4, 1864, at 
Nashville, Tenn, 

Mr. ‘Teskey was wounded in the service of his 
country but never applied for a pension, He was 
somewhat disabled but fought freely and with zeal 
in behalf of the honor of his land, knowing that one 
must be a good man to be a brave soldier, He 
passed through twenty-three engagements unflinch- 
ingly, and was in the forty days’ siege at Vicks- 
burg. THe then marched seven months, including 
in his trip 1,000 miles of country, through the snow 
and sleet of that time. He experienced all the 
hardships known to the ‘§ boys in blue” who fought 
so grandly for the Union. 

Our subject was united in the bonds of matri- 
mony in March, 1872, Miss Jerusha Mill, of Sha- 
ron Township, a native of Canada, being the other 
contracting party. She was born May 1, 1852, and 
was the daughter of Isaac and Anna M, (Barkley ) 
Mill. Her father was of Scoteh and English blood 
and her mother of German extraction. Her father 
was born March 18, 1817, and her mother in 1823. 

Mr. Teskey is the father of six children—Lincoln 
M., Ken M., Lucy T., Katie A., Noble H. and 
Rozelia F. He is the owner of 120 acres of land. He 
came to this township in 1866, and soon after be- 
gan work and has proved himself a first-class citi- 
zen and worthy of public trust, having held town- 
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ship offices many times. He has been Trustee twice 
and Assessor four terms, besides being a School Di- 
rector and also census enumerator for 1880 in this 
township. 

In politics he is a stout Republican, and upholds 
his party’s principles with firm determination. He 
is a member of the Congregational Church, and is 
an adherent to its principles besides supporting it 


} YLVESTER NUNTER. Prominent in the 
» history of Clinton County” are representa- 
tive men and successful farmers, and among 
slbete is the subject of this personal history. He is 
|) one of the largest and most extensive stock-breed- 
i) ers of the township in which he lives. His home is 
situated on section 5 of Deep Creek Township. He 
was born in Portland County, N. Y., Oct. 3, 1826, 
He is the son of Robert and Eliza (Jones) Hunter. 
Robert Hunter was born in Vermont and his wife 
“ in New York State, and they were the parents of 
nine children—Oziel, Emeline, William, Alpheas, 
Sophia, Mary, who died at the age of two years; 
Ej]| Sylvester and Philo. Edward died at the age of 
eighteen months. 

The subject of this sketch married Miss Ann 
Eliza Reed, Dec. 25, 1859. She was a native of 
Washington County, Pa., born Noy. 29, 1842, and 
was the daughter of Paul and Nancy (Free) Reed, 
natives of Pennsylvania, who died, she in Decem- 
ber, 1878, he Oct. 14,1856. They were the parents 
of twelve children, as follows: Jeremiah, Sarah, 
“i Joshua, William §S., Rebecca, Emily, Samuel P., 
fipj| Ann Eliza, Agnes K,, Pernina, Margaret W. and 
ol Milo. Mr. ‘Hunter, of this writing, has had ten 
| hi] children, as follows: Robert P., born June 24, 
ae Tk 1863; Eliza E., July 3, 1865; Olive B., Oct. 18, 1866; 
we | Edward G., Sept. 11, 1868; Earl R., July 11,1871; 
le » Jessie N., Oct. 13, 1873; Annette, Oct. 30, 1875; 
1h 1 | Sylvester L., Oct. 21, 1877; Jasper L., Oct. 10, 
— Ae i 1880; Harry, Aug. 25,1884. The children now 
- & i = || deceased are Eliza E., who died Dec. 4, 1865; 
AY Grant, July 3, 1870; Harl, March 11, 1872, and 
ee 1 i ogee L., Nov. 14, 1880. 
Mr. Hunter has 460 acres 
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which is under good cultivation, 
of fine stock, Short-horn cattle and Clydesdale 
horses. He has two imported horses, as follows: 
“ Waverly,” a magnificent animal, weight 1850 and 
age five years; he was bred in Scotland by Mr. W. 
Wylie, of Perth, and imported by Galbraith Bros., 
of Janesville, Wis. ‘ Endick Bank,” a second stal- 
lion foaled in July, 1881, is another handsome ani- 
mal owned by Mr, Hunter. He was bred by John 
McQueen, of Finnish Blair, Scotland, was imported 
by Galbraith Bros, in 1882; and his weight is 1600. 
He is related by blood to ‘ ‘Topsman,” No, 886, 
and the latter was a great prize-winner in Scotland, 
Mr. Hunter has one Short-horn bull of which he is 
very proud, which bears the name of “ Prohibition,” 
bred by William C. Isaacs, Harwood, Ont. He is 
one year old, and is of magnificent proportions. 
He was bought of the Davidson Bros., of Monti- 
cello, Iowa, at a high price, and is one of the 
Cruikshank family. 
~ Mr. Hunter was reared a Congregationalist, and 
his wife is Methodist in belief; both are earnest 
disciples of the Lord, and endeavor * to work while 
the day lasts.” Our subject has shown himself de- 
serving of public trust, and has filled several of 
the township offices, among them that of Trustee, 
Ile came to this State July 5, 1845, and has never 
ceased in any particular to fight for a livelihood on 
this wide earth. In politics he is Republican. 

A fine lithograph view of Mr. Hunter’s handsome 
residence and thoroughbred stock is shown on an- 
other page of this work, 
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EG rook P. DYER, residing on section 1 
Brookfield Township, is the owner of a 
(2 farm containing 160 acres, including the 
southeast’ part of the section, The farm is fur- 
nished with a good set of frame buildings, all en- 
closed and under a good state of cultivation. There 
is a boiling spring on the farm which supplies both 
man and beast with water the year round, 

Mr. Dyer was born in Madison ‘Township, Pick- 
away Co., Ohio, Feb. 6, 1854. His father, Adam 
Dyer, was bornin Virginia, Ile united in marriage 
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County and settled in Spring Rock ‘Township, on 
section 10, where he has erected two handsome 
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whom is in England and the other in Berlin Town- 
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i Virginia and died Feb, 20,1854. Soon after he | trust. He has been Township Trustee and Road 
He went to Indiana, where he staid a short time, then | Supervisor, besides holding minor positions. In 
uf came to Clinton County and bought the farm | politics he is identified with the Democratic party | 
te which our subject now owns and occupies. ITlis | and affiliates with it in sentiment and _ vote.) , | 
va: death occurred July 8, 1878. Both he and his wife are members of the German ; 
rr ne Our subject was the only child, and was but two | Reformed Church, and are earnest and loyal work- 
A bis weeks old when his mother died. Left an infant, | ers in the faith it represents. 
: te he was taken in charge by an aunt living in Pickaway 
nee County. As soon as he was old enough he assisted ————S 7). e. 
Y: nee on the farm when not at school, and lived in the 
Re home of his = pai he capes tes me age. WOUN LH. TESKEY. The subject of this biog- 
hy Tle then came to Clinton County, joining his father raphy, whose home is situated on section 28, 
C te and making his home with him. Brookfield Township, was born in this county 
! ne Mr. Dyer was married, April 22, 1880, to Miss © on June 25,1859. He is the son of Jobn 
. nee Cornelia Teeple. She was born in Nashville, Jack- | 54 Theresa Teskeyy Tey ave’ natives of Irelauds 
tf son Co., Iowa, and is the danghter of Calvin | pe having been born Nov. 5, 1821, and she Supt, 
el: and Margaret Teeple. Two children have been 11, 1817. The father of our subject came to Amer- 
ie born to this union: — Perrill oe aged about sae ica in 1849, and the lady who was afterward his 
ne years, died in June, 1883; Roy IF. was born Feb. wife, arrived the same year. The y Were imeGuee 
: ni 6, 1884. a. - in Clinton County in 1857. John Teskey landed 
ne Our subject. is Democratic ae politics, abd Sa | at New York and proceeded at once to Albany. 
ne wide-awake and enterprising citizen, He is well | 1) Ticonderoga, that State, he settled down and re- 
| HEE liked and respected by the entire community. mained for five years. This he claimed as his 
Ua home but stopped some time in Vermont. At the 
| HE PPD OEE IKe Soi elose of five years he came to this county and 
nb worked by the day one year. He then entered 
He / UDWIG H. RIEDESEL, a farmer living on | forty acres of land where his house now stands, a 
i : section 10, in Spring Rock ‘Township, was handsome dwelling, convenient and commodious 
' born in Germany, July 12, 1818. Ile | in every respect. © He also has a fine barn 30x40 
4 - learned the mason’s trade in his native country, | feet. Ie was the eldest in a family of nine chil- 
f ; Which he followed until 1845, when, in June of | dren, bearing the names of John, William, Jane S., 
nee that year, he came to America and lived ten years | Christopher, Ellen, Catherine A., Gertrude, George 
: tf in Ohio. : cme he EOD RRon his trade and ase en- and Margaret. Seven of these survive, and all ‘ee 
nel gaged in farming. In 1855 he came to Clinton | jp this township with the exception of two, one of 







buildings and has improved and cultivated his land 
until now he is the owner of 275 acres. He keeps 
about sixty head of cattle and eleven of horses, 
and fattens about forty head of hogs. ; 
He was married in Crawford County, Ohio, Noy. 
20, 1858, to Elizabeth Shumaker, who was born 
in Pennsylvania, Oct. 2, 1831. Mr. and Mrs, R, 
have four children living—William, Theodore, 
Albert and Charlie. Two children died in infancy, 
Our subject has proved himself a man of large 
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ship, The grandparents of our subject were Chris- 
topher and Catherine (Holland) Teskey. ‘The 
grandfather was born in 1794, and died in 1886. 
Ile was reared on a farm in County Limerick and 
came to America in October, 1852. He was mar- 
ried in 1820 in the parish of Kilmeda, County 
Limerick, Ilis wife was born in 1799, and was the 
daughter of a farmer of small estate. He was united 
to the Church of England. He died at the home 
place in Brookfield Township, at the agf ninety- 
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and Sarah (Bowen).’Teskey, who lived to extreme 
old age, and died after lives of usefulness and good 
deeds, 

The union of Mr,and Mrs. John ‘Teskey has been 


‘ blest by the birth of one child, the subject of this 
_* sketch, who was married, Jan. 24, 1883, to Kleanor 
rs J. Parkinson, daughter of Joseph H. and Mary J. 
, (Allison) Parkinson, Her parents were born in 
Bb Canada, her father in November, 1839, and her 
mother Aug. 17, 1841. They are farmers and re- 

side in this township. 
| Mr, John H. Teskey has 160 acres of land and 
yl has engaged in the breeding of Short-horn cattle. 
“ He isa Republican in politics and ably supports 


his party in voice and sentiment. 
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AA YLVANUS.S. NORTON. The subject of 
this biography is a resident of Delmar, 
and was born in the town of Wales, Erie 
Co.,N.Y., July 23,1828. His father, Anson 
|| Norton, was born in the town of New Marlborough, 
T=) Berkshire Co., Mass., in 1799. Sylvanus S. Nor- 
) ton’s erandfather, David Norton, was a native of 
England, who settled in New Marlborough and 
spent the last of his years there. The father of our 
subject was reared on his father’s farm and made 
his home with his parents till he was twenty-one 
years of age. 

When Anson Norton reached his majority he 
hired toa farmer near by and worked one month. 
With the funds thus obtained he started for the 
Great West, as Western New York was then called, 
He went directly to Erie County, and ‘the follow- 
ing spring started from there as a clock pedlar. 
He sold clocks in different parts of Ohio for three 
or four years, and subsequently bought a farm in 
sey the town of Wales. There was water-power and a 

f) carding-mill on the farm, Boarding with a married 
sister, he attended to the improvement of his land, 
‘and about two years later traded the carding-ma- 
} chine and water-power for a hotel in Wales. At 
*—) that business he continued until 1831, then sold out 
Wi and bought a hotel in Holland, managing it until 

i, 1835. ‘bis in turn was traded for a farm two 
niles OOP Holland, and another was built in its 
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aaa which Mr. Norton conducted, operating the 
farm in the He finally sold out and 
came to Clinton County, bought 200 
He lived 


moved to 


meantime, 
where he 
acres On section 8, Bloomfield Township. 
there until 1868, then 
Maquoketa and bought city property. 
done to give his children school opportunities. 


sold out and 
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This was 


Living there till 1875, he removed to Delmar, and 
lived with our subject until the date of his demise, 
Feb. 22, 1877. 

Anson Norton, in 1826, married Almina Orcutt, 
and there were nine children born of their union, 
Salmon, who lives in Welton 
ship; Sylvanus S., our subject; Mary E., now Mrs. 
MeCoun, who lives on Long Island, N. Y.; Chaney, 
deceased; Marie A. Coles, who lives at Long 
Island, N. Y.; Amelia Williams, of De Witt, Lowa: 
Julia Gelstin, who lives in Welton Township; Da- 
Hum- 


as follows: ‘Town- 
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who lives in 
boldt, Iowa. . , 

Our subject was the second child in order of 
birth, and grew to manhood in his native county. 
He was educated in the public schools and showed 
a liking for agricultural pursuits, assisting his father 
on the farm and in the hotel. At the age of twenty 
he accepted a clerkship in a general store at Hol- 
land, and for five years was a clerk part of the 
time. In 18538, he came to Lowa with his parents, 
and made his home with them till 1864, © He then 
rented a farm. one year, and in company with 
Charles Shattuck, began raising stock and contin- 
ued this employment for three years. He then 
sold, and bought 120 aeres on section 15, Bloom- 
field ‘Township, and commenced agricultural pur- 
suits in earnest. In 1871, he platted the introduc- 
tory site of Delmar, About ‘forty acres of his 
farm is included in the town and on the remainder 
he continued his agricultural projects. Ile paid 
strict attention to horticulture and was extremely 
successful in the line of industry he had marked 
out for himself, 

He married, in 1855, Elsie J, Dustin, born in § 
Ilolland, Erie Co,, N. Y., Aug. 3, 1833. She was 
the daughter of John and Sally (Farrington) Dus- 
tin. Iler father was born in New Hampshire and 
her mother in Vermont. The union of Mr, and 
Mrs. Norton has been blest by the birth of seven 
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children, as follows: Willie D.; George $.; May 
K.; Clara A.; Fred F.; Harry E., and Scott S. 

Mr. Norton is a man of extended public useful- 
ness, and is amply fitted for any position of trust 
to which the public may commend him, He was 
at one time Postmaster of the Brookfield office and 
served several years. He was also the first Post- 
master at Delmar, and his courtesy and readiness 
to serve the people have caused him to be esteemed 
and respected by the community at large. He has 
held the offices of Township Clerk and Trustee. In 


politics he isa Democrat. 


 HILIPSTINE. Noteworthy asa self-made 
man and an able and energetic citizen, is 
the subject of this biography, who is a resi- 
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hE , dent of Clinton County. He believes 
- A | > 
that, perseverance, backed by a strong will and 


dauntless courage, cannot fail to roll with steady 
hand the obstacles from the path of progress. 

Mr. Stine was born in Wayne County, Ohio, 
July 13, 1826. His father, Isaac Stine, was born 
in Lebanon County, Pa, The grandfather of 
Philip Stine, named Isaac, was born either in Ger- 
many or in America of German parents. The 
father of our subject grew to manhood in Penn- 
sylvania and learned the trade of a carpenter and 
joiner, Ile served in the War of 1812, and after 
the struggle moved to Ohio and located in Wayne 
County, where he worked at his trade. Ile re- 
moved to Hlinois in 1854, and located in Decatur, 
Macon County, where he died in 1875. The 
maiden name of his wife was Mary James, a native 
of Maryland. There were twelve children born to 
them, of whom our subject was the seventh. He 
erew to manhood in the county of his birth, at- 
tended the pioneer schools, and when twelve years 
of age went out to work at $3 per month. As he 
erew more and more useful, the value of his work 
increased and with it his wages, which finally reached 
$11 per month. He continued to work by the 
month thirteen years longer. At the expiration of 
that time he rented land and commenced farming 
on his own account, He lived in Ohio till 1854, 
then went to Illinois.and lived in Decatur, 
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County, one year, after which he came to Clinton 1g AY 
County and bought forty acres of wild land on uier=r=ta 
section 3, Bloomfield Township. There he built a Aiea ih} 
sinall frame house, and Bomavenee farming with 
one pair of oxen and one cow. ‘Ten years later he 4 3 
was able to buy forty acres adjoining, and remained Livy 
there till 1881, He then bought the farm he now 
occupies, and still owns and manages the original 
farm in Bloomfield Township. The farm on which 
he lives contains eighty acres, is well improved, |) 
finely stocked with horses, cattle and hogs, and is ' 
modernized and made attractive to the eye. 

He married, April 28, 1848, Annie Leib. She | 
was born in Lancaster County, Pa., Jan. 2, 1828, 4 fl . 
and is the daughter of John and Sarah Leib, natives HY 
of Pennsylvania and of German ancestry. There 
were cight children born of this marriage, They 
all survive and are as: follows: Emma. F,, Mary J., 
Martin, Ida, Charles, Fred, Bertie and Herman, 

Mr. Stine is an honorable, straightforward man 
of first-class personal characteristics. He came to 
Clinton County before the railroad was finished, 
and glories in its advancement and progress. He 
has battled with the world alone, but with the help 
of One who never fails to make suecessful an hon- 
est effort, he is to-day one of Clinton County’s 
prosperous citizens, [le is Republican in polities, 
and has kept as his motto ‘There is no such word 
as fail,” 
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©) LAUS WIESE, the leading merchant of 
G Grand Mound, is a native of Germany, born 
J) in Holstein, Feb. 11, 1840. His father, 
James Wiese, was also a Fe Of Holstein, where 
he was reared to agricultural pursuits. He married 
Miss Catherine Kwalt, and in 1858, accompanied 
by his wife and three children, he emigrated to 
America, Locating in Davenport, Lowa, he lived 
there for ten years and then removed to Grand 
Mound, where he now resides with his son James. 
His wife died in 1868, and the names of the chil- 
dren are as follows: Henry, living in Scott County, 
Towa; Claus and James, living in Orange ‘Town- 
ship. 
Our subject was allowed the advantages of the 
winter schools and remained on the farm until 1857. 
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He then set ail from Hamburg, in the month of 
March, landing in New Orleans after a voyage of 
eight weeks. Coming directly to Towa, he found 
employment at farming, in which he engaged at $14 
per month. He was frugal in his habits, saved his 
money, and in 1860 was enabled to commence 
farming on his own responsibility, though he rented 
the land. At this he continued until 1868, and 
then engaged in mercantile pursuits, and in this 
field of industry he has continued ever since, with 
the exception of two years, which he spent in agri- 
culture. Mr. Wiese carries a large and varied 
stock of merchandise, and endeavors at all times to 
please his patrons, He has anticipated the wants of 
his people and with his large stock and ready cour- 
tesy has secured a wide circle of patronage. The 
firm is now known as Wiese & Blunck. 

He married, in 1866, Louisa Blunck, a native of 
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;. > Holstein, and is the father of six children-——Adolph, 
. Agnes, Harry, Otto, Meta and Frederick. Both he 
“- and his wife are members of the Lutheran Church, 

and are working, active Christians in that organ- 

» ization. 

a In politics he is a stanch Republican, upholding 

ys. his party with strong purpose, and casting his vote 

for its candidates. 
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% a D EN PHELPS. The subject of this personal 
ae sketch was an early settler in Bloomfield 
“' | Township, and is known throughout this 
arya section of country as a prominent farmer 
$54 and a man of rare educational ability. He is deep- 
iy ly interested in all matters concerning the advance- 
ms ment and progress of the day and largely in that of 
N ie. j=!|| schools, He also pays strict attention to his agri- 


cultural pursuits and is a breeder of 
stock. 


high-grade 
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Xx A | | x | Mr. Phelps was born in Saint Lawrence County, 
 . LN . Y., Sept. 3, 1831. His father, John Phelps, was 
« - “EB on the Island of South Hero, Lake Cham- 

“aA plain. The grandfather of our subject, Bennajah 
eee oejPhelps, was a native of Connecticut and of English 
hie und Scotch origin. Bennajah Phelps removed from 
1 {Connecticut to South [lero at an early day and was 
“one of the prominent early settlers on the Island, 
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was educated in the public schools, 





He cleared a farm and lived upon it until his death. 
Ile was a man well known at that time, was in the 
battle of Plattsburgh, and his son, father of our sub- 
ject, grew to manhood on his native Island, where 
he married Sally They afterward 
removed to Saint Lawrence County, N. Y., and 
were early settlers in that vicinity. He bought 
timber land and cleared a large farm, and died in 
Saint Lawrence County in 1876. His wife died in 
1848. She was born on the Island of South Hero 
and was the daughter of Peter Sawyer, a soldier in 
the War of 1812, and a 
man. He was a pioneer of South Hero, and was 
the father of three children, viz.: 
ried Alpha Ilawkins and died in Bloomfield Town- 


Lucia Sawyer, 


glorious old warrior and 


Kate mar- 
ship; our subject is the second child, and John §, 
lives in Saint Lawrence County, N. Y. 3 

Ben Phelps was reared on his father’s farm and 
Ile early dis- 
played an application and industry which gave him 
a high place in his classes, and he was then trans- 
ferred to the high schoolat Malone, In 1855 he made 
his first visit to the West. He stopped in Will 
County, IlL, and taught one term of school at 
of 1855-56. In the 
spring of 1856, he removed to Kankakee and en- 
gaged in farming for four months. Te next went 
North to Minneapolis, then but asmall village. In 
the fall he returned to New York and spent the 
winter, and in the spring of 1857 came to Clinton 
County.’ He had, during the fall previous, bought 
120 acres of land on section 2, Bloomfield Town- 
There was a small frame house standing on 
the place and a few acres broken, which constituted 
the only improvements at the time. Since then he 
has continuously lived here, and has taught school 
winters since in Clinton and Jackson Counties, de- 


Reed’s Grove, in the winter 


ship. 


voting his attention to farming during the summer 
time. He has also brought to this place many 
horses of Kentueky and Illinois stock and is noted 
for keeping some of the finest animals in the coun- 
try. ‘The following are some of the most noted of 
his large stock of horses: Gipsey Queen, Tim Fin- 
nigan, Nate Doxy and Agnes Donovan, 

Our subject was married, March 11, 1857, to 
Ellen Berry, daughter of Samuel and Rebecea 
(Chambers) Berry. She is a native of Ireland but 
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dren—John, who lives at Elwood; George, who is 
Superintendent of Schools of Clinton County, and 


a 


Samuel at home. 

Our subject is Democratic in political sentiment 
and belief, and upholds the party strongly, and is 
well read and informed in all matters relative to 
Mrs. Phelps is a member 
John married 





was born of Scotch parents. They have three chil- 


private and public good. 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
Miss Kate Taubman, and they have one child named 
Helen Leon Phelps. 
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ILLIAM E. BENTON, a farmer and stock- 
\ breeder whose home is situated on section 
22, Brookfield ‘Township, was 

Washington Township, this county, April 25, 1852. 
Nb is the son of George and Mary (Folch) Ben- 
ton, natives of England. His father was born in 
Birmingham, Warwickshire, England, June 3, 1810, 
In 1835 he emigrated to the United States and made 
settlement at Davenport, Iowa; and married April 
23,1843, Mary Foleh, who was born in Macoupin 
County, UL, March 23,1815. Her father’s name 
was Abraham, and her mother’s name Mary Coop 
(Folch); they were both natives of Germany, After 
marriage they settled on a farm near Davenport, 
la., and in 1845 returned to Clinton County, settling 
in the edge of Center Grove, Washington Township, 
where they engaged in farming and so continued 
for many years. They had a family of nine chil- 
dren, three daughters and six sons, namely: Sarah 
Ann, deceased; George A. resides in Elwood; Cas- 
per C., deceased; Richard E. livesin De Witt, DL, 
and is a farmer; William E.; John; Dillman resides 
on the old homestead in Center Grove; Mary E. 
resides with her brothers on the farm, in this town- 
ship; Susan is the wife of Frank Coordale, and they 

Welton Township. William, our subject, 
his brothers have $20 acres of land 
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live 
and which 
they have owned eight years. ‘They have one 
of the best improved farms in Brookfield Town- 
ship, and they are engaged in mixed farming, 
though they make a specialty of stock- and 
they have some finely. improved stock which is 
among the best in the county. ‘They have one heifer 
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and a bull three years old; the latter is a full-blood ri / x 
Hereford, weighs 2,000 pounds. They bought him q SiN 7 
of T. L. Miller, at Beecher, Ill, at a cost of $500, {fj 
at about the age of six-months; he is now a little 
over three years old. He is a magnificently hand- | 
some animal, and his owner takes great pride in his |} 
possession. Mr. Benton also breeds from the | uh = 
English draft horses. His barn is 72 x 112 feet and 
is & handsome and convenient building, It was 
built in 1885, In addition to this he has another 
good barn 30x 60 with basement. 
William E. Benton is a member of the ancient or- 
der of A, F. & A. M., Lodge No. 36, at Maquoketa, 
Jackson Co,, Iowa. He joined in 1883. His brother, 
John, born Feb. 15, 1854, is a member of the Ma- 
sonic Lodge at De Witt. In polities Mr. Benton 
is a Republican, and is a man who is eminently 
fitted for usefulness in a public way. He is re- 
spected as a citizen and esteemed as a man. 
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ALEB D, SCOTT, real estate owner and 
lealer, of Lyons, is a native of New Jersey 
SY and was born May 22, 1828. His parents 
were Joseph and Abigail (Dodd) Scott, natives of 
New Jersey. ‘They were descendants of English and 
Scotch nationality and came to Lyons in 1856, 
where they lived until they were called home, their 
deaths occurring Jam, 1, 1865, and June 28, 1874, 
respectively, ‘Chey were the parents of seven chil- 
dren, three still living—Walter, David and our sub- 
ject. | 
Caleb D. Scott remained at home until he attained 
the age of sixteen years, and assisted in home af- 
fairs, besides attending school. After leaving home 
he went as a clerk in a wholesale house at Cincin- 
nati, where he remained two years. He then en- 
gaged in buying and shipping produce for two 
years. He next went to Michigan and leased a saw- 
mill, following that business until 1853, Coming 
to Chicago he remained afew months engaged in 
buying and shipping, this time dealing in pork, In 
1854 he came to Lyons and took the position of en- 
gileer on a ferry-boat, which he followed for sev- 
eral years at intervals; was also engineer in. the 
Lyons sawmill until 1882. Since that time he has 
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engaged in buying lots ae building on them, shale 
ing improvements of ‘all kinds, and eventually sell- 
ing or renting them as circumstances demand. 

He was married in 1856, to Miss Jerusha Seram- 
bling, a native of Ypsilanti, Mich., and a daughter 
of Daniel and Agnes (MeIntosh) Serambling, na- 
tives of the Eastern States. Her father died in 


1847; her mother still survives and is living in 
Michigan. Mr. and Mrs. Scott have a family of 


three children, as follows: Joseph H.,who married 
Emmie Wilson; Ariel B. and Charles W, 
Politically Mr. Scott is a member of the Repub- 
lican party, voting with and upholding it with vigor, 
He is a member of the Knights of Honor, and 
also belongs to the Modern Woodmen of Amer- 
ica, and has held the office of Alderman in the 
city. He is one of the most able and worthy citizens 
of this section, 
esteemed one of the representative men of Lyons. 


is stanch and reliable, and may be 


PPT ORI ITE 


AY DAM HELFERT. The subject of this per- 
> | sonal history is one of Clinton County’s 
most -highly respected citizens, and an 
O agriculturist of ability. His voeation is 
that of a general farmer and stock-raiser, and his 
home lies on section 17, in Elk River Township. 
Like his brother, he takes much pleasure in his chosen 
line of industry, and succeeds, ** Doing with his 
might what his hands find to do,” 

Mr. Helfert was born in Hesse-Darmstadt, Ger- 
many, Nov. 1, 1854 (for parental history see sketch 
of George Helfert). Our subject is second in or- 

der of birth ina family of four children, and was 
nine years of age at the time of his father’s death. 
One year later he lost his mother, and deprived on 
jeither hand, first, of that strong influence and 
knowledge of the world which enable us to strug- 
igle with it boldly, and, second, of the gentle inner 
influences possessed by a mother who teaches that 
“tis only noble to be good,” he indeed felt alone 
qin the world. As he grew older-he completed his 
MH education in the compulsory schools of that Goun- 
yitry. This took him to the age of fourteen years. 
He then served two years and a half as an appren- 
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His teacher was Adam Kumpf, in 
In 1852 he left Germany and 
oreat 


tice to a tailor. 
his native Province. 
set out for the United States, landing in our 
Eastern metropolis, New York City. Here he en- 
caged at his trade at the meager pittance of $4 per 
month, which, in his ignorance of American cus- 
toms, he accepted, his dishonest employers detain- 
ine him from going out in the city, lest he might 
learn that all his fellow-tailors were earning from 
$40 to $50 per month. Soon after this, at the ex- 
press wish of his elder brother, George Helfert, he 
went to Portage County, Ohio, and then removed 
with his brother to Indiana, and a few months later 
came to Clinton County, Lowa. 
by the month for two years, and later 
forty acres of land, on which he now lives, it being 
his first purchase. 

In the year 1859 he went to Jackson County, 
Mo.,, remaining two y in that 
country met the young lady, Miss Susan Ritzheupt, 
who afterward be They were mar- 
ried April 1, 1861. This lady was born in Baden, 
Germany, Jan. 17, 1842, and is the daughter of 
Adam and Susan (Zigler) Ritzheupt. The mother 
died in Baden when her daughter was ten years of 


Ilere he worked 
- purchased 


“ars, and section of 


‘sume his wife. 


age, and was tenderly mourned by her bereaved 
husband and children, With his family of five 
children the father came to the United States and 
located in Wisconsin, from which State he subse- 
quently removed to Jackson County, Mo. He was 
by vovation a farmer, and died in the city of Chi- 
cago, in 1872, at the age of seventy-two. 

Mrs. Helfert was fairly well educated in the 
schools of Baden, and was well endowed with 
womanly kindness and substantial qualities. Up to 
the time of her marriage she remained in her 
father’s house, and was dutiful and kind in the ex- 
treme to her remaining parent. She has been the 
mother of four children, two of whom have. been 
“oathered home by the Reaper.’ They are by 
name as follows: George G., residing at Bryant, in 
harness-maker by trade, diligent 
and successful in business, and Ienry A., living at 
home. ‘The deceased are Charles and Frank, who 
died in the year 1877, of that enemy to childhood, 
diphtheria. 

Immediately after marriage Mr. 
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Helfert came to 
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his little farm in Elk River Township, where he has daecty to this county, where he arrived with but 
lived since and now owns 106 acres. He is a./ little means, and where he made a claim on section | 
progressive, practical man, strictly honorable and | 5, township 80, range 2, now included in Olive 
upright in his dealings. He and his family are Township. On this claim he erected the customary 
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i highly esteemed as people of true and earnest lives log house, and here he entered his first eighty acres Hi 
te and as kindly and agreeable friends and neighbors. | of land from the Government and laid the founda- | 1s 
hee He has held a number of minor oflices, filling them | tion of his future success. He died Novy, 12, 1885, }} an 
ne to the satisfaction of all concerned, respected by all who knew him and known through- | H 
te In politics he isa Democrat, reliable and un- | out the county as a gentleman who never turned a nu 
ne changing, standing for the principles of his party deaf ear to true charity, and was always willing and 
ne with stout integrity and whole-souled purpose. | ready to assist his fellow-man. 
be Formerly he was a Republican, but left that party Mr. Alger was twice married. The first wife 
tae on account of the Prohibition issue. was Dorcas Hawkins, a native of New York, by 
uel whom he had five children, only one of whom is 
bE Se OM living—Almira, wife of Louis Berroud, a resident 
ne of Olive Township, and a native of France. The 
ne YMAN ALGER, deceased. Among the old } second union of our subject resulted in the birth of 
Dae pioneers of Clinton County who have passed | one son—Delos. He served as a soldier in the late 
F 


to their last resting-place, and who were | Civil War, enlisting in Co, A, 8th Towa Vol. Tnf.., 
closely connected with the agricultural develop- | and died while in the service, 
ment of the county, is the subject of this notice. Mr. Alger was a consistent member of the Free- 
He was a self-made man in every respect, and an | Will Baptist Church, and contributed liberally of 
honored and worthy citizen of the county. He | his means to that denomination in this county, and 
began life a poor boy, but by energy, good judg- | in his will he made liberal provisions for institu- 
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‘§ ment and business tact, he succeeded in accumu- | tions connected with that chureh. A portrait of 
lating a competency estimated at one time at | Mr. Alger is given on the opposite page. 

Ws $150,000. | 
| Lyman Alger was born in Madison County, N. So SSS 

“4 Y., Sept. 12, 1800, and was a son of Serrell and 

é Polly (Jackson) Alger. In 1807 our subject's ONSTANCE MANZ, a leading druggist of 
| father removed with his family to Erie County, N. Lyons, is a graduate of pharmacy, and thor- 

Y., and there purchased a tract of timber land from oughly acquainted with all the different de- 
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the Holland Land Company. Lyman Alger grew | tails of the business in which he is engaged. He 
fo manhood in that county, assisted his father in | was born March 1, 1560, in the city in which he is 
clearing his timber land, and lived with the old | at present residing, 





| -{ folk until twenty-one years of age. He then went The parents of Mr. Manz, Leopold and Annie 
1 ‘< . . 1 « al nocnr =] ‘y . ‘le , ‘ rr © ‘] 
to Cattaraugus County, and purchased some timbe1 (Magren) Manz, were natives of Germany, but 


land for himself, on time, and of the same com- | were married after they had emigrated to this 
pany that his father had purchased from. He country, in New York. Previous to his coming to 
cleared quite a portion of his tract and resided on | the United States and when sixteen years of age, 
it until 1835, when he sold his improvements and | the elder Manz accepted a position as clerk in a 
started for Illinois, accompanied by his wife and drug store which he held for four years. On emi- 
three children, a yoke of oxen and a wagon, and grating to this country, he engaged in the same 
made the entire journey overland. Arriving in | business ina store in New York, from which city 
Lasalle County, he took up a claim and remained | he moved to Chicago, where he also followed the 
there only until 1838, when he pulled up stakes and | drug business as clerk, until he came to this county, 
pushed on to the then Territory of Iowa, He came Coming to Lyons in 1856, he opened the second 
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| ie CLINTON COUNTY. 
ity drug store at that place. It was located on iPeart | Paris, Feb. 22, 1875. 
7) hh street, but he afterward prosecuted his business on | in the city of Cleveland, 


Main street’ \with success, until his demise, which 
event occurred in 1878. The parental family com- 
prised six children, four of whom survive—Bertha, 
Constance, Delia and Emmie. Mr. Leopold Manz 
was a Republican in politics, held the office of 
School Director and was a member of the German 
Association, of Lyons, of which he was a ‘Trustee. 
| In 1872 he purchased a fine residence on Sixth 
ll) street and since his demise the family have con- 
tinued to reside therein. 
The subject of this notice attended the city 
~ schools of Lyons until fourteen years of age, when 
4 he entered the drugstore of his father and oe ‘cupied 
‘ll his time clerking until he was nineteen years old, 
i At that age he went to Philadelphia, where for two 
years he was a student in the College of Pharmacy 
from which he graduated. He then returned to 
j Lyons and has since that time been continuously 
occupied in the drug store which his father origin- 
“ally established at that place. 
Mr. Manz was married to Miss Laurie B, 
1883. She is a daughter of Capt. Z 


ae 


Davis, 
Davis, of 
b SGhintay: this county. Mr. and Mrs. Manz have 
one son, Leopold, born April 10,1884. Our sub- 
ject is a Democrat. in politics, and belongs to the 
|) German Association of his city, and also the Athe- 
neum Club and Fire Department. Te has held 
the office of City Treasurer and is an enterprising 
"- young business-man of Lyons, 
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EORGE C., PAUP. The subject of this 
» biography is a farmer and stock-1; aiser, whose 
TE home is situated on section 35, Sharon 
Township. He was born in Jackson County, near 
3. =| | Bellevue, Iowa, July 12,1855. He is the son of 
0 George Paup, Sr., and Sabai (Ham) Paup. They 
2 / were natives of Pennsylvania, and the former was 
th fl born in 1830, while his wife, Sarah, died when 
i | George C. was but a small boy. They had four 
Crefaraan children, all sons—William L., George C., Horatio 
and Harrison, all now living. 


+ George Paup was the second member in his 
{father’s ees and married Miss Margaret K, 
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She was born Nov. 3, 1855, 
Ohio. Her father came 
to Elwood, this county, driving through with teams. 
John and her mother’s Margaret 
(Pail) Paris. The family consisted of thirteen 
children, he having been twice married, They 
were as follows: George W., Samuel 8.j Mary A., 
John H., William, Benjamin (who died in infaney), 
Elmer E., Ella, Merida, Emma E., Clara L., Ebba 
L. and Charlie. Mr, Paup, our subject, has four 
children, as follows: Leonard C., born Dee, 24, 
1876; Frank B., Feb. 24, 1879; Clifford, Oct. 24, 
1882, and Leroy G., March 9, 1885. 

Mr. Paup owns 440 acres of finely cultivated 


His name was 


land, and is largely engaged in the breeding of 
Short-horn cattle, 
bred bull and he usually milks ten cows. 
a handsome dwelling, 


Ile always keeps a thorough- 
Ile has 
a good barn and and has 
held various offices in his county and township, 
proving himself a man of large energy, push and 


perseverance, In polities he is a Republican, 
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EMAN B. SHAFF. Among the most ex- 
tensive land-owners of Clinton County, as 
well as successful farmers and respected and 

»)) honored citizens, is the subject of this bi- 

ographical notice, There are many gentlemen in 

this county who have attained prominence and suc- 
cess in life through their own energy and persever- 
ance, and prominent among this class we are cer- 





tainly warranted in placing the name of the 
gentleman of whom we write. Hecame here at an 
early day, is classed among the pioneers of the 


county, and since his residence here has been closely 
identified with its agricultural development. 
Heman Shaff was born in Sodus, Wayne Co., N. 
Y., March 12, 1817, and his father, Joseph Shaff, 
was also a native of that State though of German 
descent. The maiden name of our subject’s mother 
was Lucy Blakely, a native of Vermont, Heman 
B. was orphaned when five years old by the death 
of his father, and the mother had the care of six 
children left to her. She nevertheless possessed a 
large amount of energy, and kept her little family 
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nabled to do for them- 


———— 
—— 


together until they were © 


selves. 
In 1837 our subject 
brother and two sisters, 


, accompanied by his mother, 
started for Iowa Territory, 
then familiarly known 4s the Black Hawk purchase. 
The start was made in September of that year, with 
two teams of horses and two wagons, the family 
bringing with them their bedding and cooking 
utensils, and, camping by the wayside, prepared 
their frugal meals, until they arrived at Lewistown, 
Fulton Co., Ill. There they had relatives, with 
whom the mother, brother and_ sisters remained, 
while our subject, in N ovember of that year, came 
on to this county and selected a claim on section 
11, township 51, He soon returned to 
Fulton County and made preparations to remove 
the family to his claim, and during that winter they 


came to Rock Island County, IL, ata point almost 
subject had selected in this 
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nee opposite the land our 
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TE8 aounty. The following spring (1838) he removed 
aving in the mean 





the family onto his claim, he h 
time erected a log eabin thereon, 
family moved, He did the first bre 

ing of that year with ox-tea 


land in the spr 
His good mother died there the same year 


a few months after her arrival. 

overnment having placed the land 
t entered 240 acres at the 
soon after entered 120 
and 12, town- 


into which the 
aking upon the 
ms and 


ve 


horses. 
and only 
In 1840, the G 
in the market, our subjec 
-oftice in Dubuque, and 
hool land on sections 1] 
Mr. Shaff has continued to re- 
side on his original claim which he obtained from 
the Government until the present time, and for a 
period of forty-eight years has been actively en- 
gaged in agricultural pursuits. He is a gentleman 
of good judgment, and by economy and energy 
accumulating a sufficiency to en- 
able him to add to his acreage until at present he 
and his son are the proprietors of 1,200 acres, 100 
of which is timber or pasture land. When Mr. 
Shaff first located here he was compelled to go to 
Andover, Henry Co., Ill, to mill, a distance of 
The first fall after his arrival he 
and was compelled to make 
Ill, to purchase it, and he 
ek to make the 
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ship 81, range 9. 
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some sixty miles. 
had no wheat or corn, 
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relates that it required about a we 
In 1838 he recollects that it was impossible 
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s the river to have his corn ground, 


for him to cros 
and he had to pound it in a mor 


cipal sustenance was milk and hominy instead of: 


milk and mush. 

Heman B. Shaff was married in 1840 to Mary Pegs 
Russell, a native of Vermont, and they have four | die 
children: Luey is deceased ; Mary A. is the wife of i J 
John Wolfe, who lives in Camanche ‘Township ; 
arried. John Vandevere, who lives at 
Johu was united in marriage — 
with Jennie Dripps, and they have two children— 
May and John O, He manages the home farm and, 
is the one referred to as having an interest with his 


father in the real estate. 
Mr. Shaff was a Democrat in politics, having cast 


his first vote for Martin Van Buren, but prior to |Eq 


ea 


- 


Emeline m 
Council Bluffs, Lowa; 


he joined the Re- |i 


the breaking out of the late war = 
publican party and has since voted with it, and {iia 
> ¥ . {ke StH 
during the war was # stanch union man, 7 TNH 
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OBERT J. KIRKPATRICK, «a farmer and IE . 
24, Bloomfield 'Town-_ f Ee 
agriculturists a 
industry and— if ut 
This in- |[-5il 


i 
nit 


resident on section | 

ship, is prominent among the 

Gof Clinton County for his 
finely cultivated and improved farm. 


cludes 200 acres, and in addition to raising grain | Ll: Ui 
, Short-horns be~ WesHlul 


he gives special attention to stock 

ing his favorite breed, He also raises 

China swine, and has some of the hi 

stock in the township. 
Our subject is a native of the I 

was born in the town of Westport, County Mayo, | 


Province of Connaught, in March, 18409. Ilis | 
is born in the same 
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father, John Kirkpatrick, wé | 
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county. His mother was Anna Boylan, and both js mM 
ile | 


re from the North of Ireland an 


parents we 
Scotch descent. Robert was about three years of 
age when his parents came to America ane settled jf i AS 


in Dutchess County, N. ¥. They lived there one — 
year, then moved to Polo, Ogle Co., Ill. Our sub- fi 
ject lived with his parents in Polo until 1860, when |f f 

he started for Colorado, going 3 far as Saint “jy 
Joseph, Mo., by railway, then on foot across tHe. 
plains to Denver, Col. From there he went to /Paa) | 


Golden City and then to Gilpin County, where he “pip” 
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engaged in prospecting. Ile discovered what is 
known as the Flag Lode and also the Kirkpatrick 
Lode which have both proved rich lodes. He re- 
mained in Colorado, engaged in mining and em- 
ploying fifty men per day until 1864. He then 
came East and located in Clinton County, at which 
time he bought the farm he now owns and occu- 
pies. Besides this farm he owns property at Del- 
mar, comprising one house, seven lots, and also 
twenty acres of timber land lying in Jackson Coun- 
ty. He also owns other real estate in De Witt. 
Mr. Kirkpatrick was united in marriage to Mary 
Smith, in October, 1865, She was born in Lreland, 
and like her husband came to America when 
young. She was the daughter of James and 
Eleanor Smith, of County Cavin. ‘There have 
been five children born of this marriage, as follows: 
Eddie, Lillie, Elizabeth, Rosetta and Letitia, In 
polities our subject is a conservative Democrat, 
although strong in his political sentiment. Ie has 
held the various offices in the township and has 
largely identified himself with educational progress. 
He has been Justice of the Peace two terms and 
has always taken an active interest in political 
affairs. He has frequently served as delegate to 
county conventions and attended all such meetings 
of the district and township as tend to advance 
the interests of the public. He was educated in 
the publie schools at Polo and in the Frisbee Sem- 
inary. Ie there obtained a good education which 
has been a benefit and comfort to him during the 
years of his manhood, He is well known and 
widely respected as a man of intelligence and a 
deep thinker, one who looks well into knotty points 
and doctrines and is generally well informed. 
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.EORGE W. NEVILLE. Many of the old 
settlers of this county who were identified 
with its agricultural growth, and who were 

nobored and respeeted citizens of the community 

Bu in which they lived, have passed away. Although 
_they are gone from among those who were their 

nt neighbors and friends, it is just such a work as this 

ft H that will perpetuate their names and deeds during 
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pocket, but rich in an abundance of energy and 
pluck, and hand in hand labored with their good 
helpmeets to establish a home for their children, 
and, establishing it, have passed beyond the river. 
Among this class of citizens was George W. Neville, 
who was one of the first settlers of this county. Te 
was born in Harford County, Md., Oct. 19, 1812, 
and was a son of Joseph and Cassandria (Davis) 
Neville. 

George W, Neville was re: ared a . farmer’ s boy in 
his native county, and continued to labor at agri- 
cultural pursuits until he was seventeen years of 
He then went to Philadelphia and engaged 
to learn the trade of carpenter and joiner, at which 
he worked there until his majority, He then did 
“jour” work until 1837, when, April 5, in com- 
pany with his wife and two children, he came to 
the then Territory of Iowa, via canal and railroad 
to Pittsburgh and the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers 
to Prineeton, Scott County, where they landed 
May 12 of that year. ‘There he found employment 
at odd jobs during the fall and winter, and the 
next spring he eame to this county and bought a 
claim in township 41, There 
‘abin on the place, into which the family moved 


fh oe. 


‘ange 4, was a log 


and began housekeeping in real old pioneer fashion. 
roe) > 





They lived there eighteen months, when Mr. Neville 
sold the place and rented a farm near by, on which 
he lived and was engaged in agricultural pursuits 
until 1842. He then bought another claim, this 
time on section 21, township 81, range 4, now em- 
braced in the township of De Witt. 
large log.cabin on this place, and he fixed it up so 
as to make it habitable, and the family moved into 
it. From that time on he continued to labor in the 
improvement and cultivation of his land. When 
he first came to this State there was but one store 
at Davenport, and he was compelled to go to Al- 
bany for provisions. He made one trip there and 
purchased a barrel of flour, for which he paid $14, 
and had to pay a dollar additional for getting it 
across the river. The roads were bad and it re- 
quired three days to make the trip. This shows 
some of the trials of an early settler in a new coun- 
try. Yet Mr. Neville was one who believed in the 
future greatness of the country, and, coming to 
stay, he stuck it out. He was an industrious man, 
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placed his land under a good state of culti en 
erected excellent frame buildings, and made his 
home on the place he last purchased until his de- 


sesectest coor Dae 
| re 


1 mise, June 16, 1864. 

4 George W. Neville was married June 50, 1832, 
Cy ; . 
5 to Ann E. McCorkle. She was born in Bueks 


County, Pa., Oct. 18, 1810, and is a daughter of 
Samuel and Elizabeth (Hastburn) McCorkle. Of 
their union eight children have been born: — Isa- 


bella married Hezekiah Brown, and is deceased, 
having left one child; Rose A. is the wife of James 
S. Casey, a resident of Warren County; William T. 
lives in Sac County; Lewis L. lives in De Witt; 
Winfield $. resides in Crawford County; Elizabeth 
C. is the wife of R. M. Smith, and lives on the old 
homestead; and two children died in infancy. 
Mr. Neville was a Republican in polities. 
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ARVIN FINTON, 
citizens of Clinton County who have 
tinguished themselves as men of honor 
reliability, and who helped to advance 
benefit the county’s interest, is the subject of 
sketch, who is highly respected for his worth 
From small beginnings he has made him- 


Prominent among the 
(lis- 
and 
and 
this 
and 





industry. 
self what he is at the present day, and is a notable 
example of what enterprise and energy may do, He 
is retired and living at Maquoketa. 

Our subject was one of the pioneers of Clinton 
; County, and his father, Jabin Finton, was born in 
} Bolton, Warren Co., N. Y., in 1798, and his father, 
; grandfather of our subject, Orange Finton, was born 
; in Dutchess County, N. Y., and his father, Thomas 
Finton, as near as can be learned, was also born in 
Dutchess County. ‘The Finton family were among 
the early settlers in Warren County. Thomas Finton 
+ died there at the advanced age of ninety-five years, 
Orange Finton was married in Dutchess County to 


Sarah Bennett, daughter of a soldier of Revolution- 
ary fame. Her father was Washington’s body- 
guard for some length of time. A few years after 
her marriage to Orange Finton, he settled in Warren 
County, N. Y., and lived there until his demise, 
The father of our subject grew to manhood in his 
native county and was reared on the farm, 
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married, Oct. 
She was born in Rockingham, Windham Co., Vt., 
and was the widow of Alexander Jenkins (see ie 
sketch).  Jabin Finton bought land in Bolton a 

Township, Warren Co., N. Y., and employed him- ¢- cert 
self at farming and in lumbering and milling. He a, 
died April 25, 1837. There were three children th 
born of their marriage—Maryin, Marshall E., and ~ 
of ten years and four 


aed 


22,1827, to Miss Sarah A. Goodenow. iG ~ ~~ 
iy ; 
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Luke, who died at the age 
months, 
Marvin Finton was but thirteen years of age Hi 


when his parents removed to Michigan and settled 
in Oakland County. THe was seventeen years old 
when they came to Iowa, and he lived with his par- 
ents till twenty-one, after which he employed him- 
self among the neighboring farmers, and part of the 
time worked on shares. Subsequent to this he made 
his first start in life. He then had but eighty acres 
of wild land on section 12, Brookfield ‘fownship. 
It was the west half of the section, and he removed 
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fate and fortune which 
understand, 
small straw stable. 


every heart must know and 
He built a small frame house and a 
He also improved the land, and 
in every way bettered the condition and appearance 
of the first piece of property he ever owned. In 
1854 he sold out and went to Jackson County, 
where he built a sawmill on the north fork of Ma- 
quoketa River, In the spring of ,1855 he sold his 
mill and entered 400 acres of land in Brookfield 
Township. He did not however settle on the land, 
but bought a piece of property on section es 
Bloomfield Township, and lived there until 1882. 
His land was nearly all in a wild and unimproved 
condition and he built a frame house there, and in 
the spring of 1857 did the first breaking on the 
farm, with the exception of ten acres which was 
broken when he bought it, 

Our subject continued to live on the last-named 
farm until 1882, and in the fall of that year he 
rented his farm and removed to Maquoketa, ‘The 
estate contains 360 acres. Neat frame buildings 
stand upon it, and it is benefited by careful culti- 
vation, tilling and improving. He also owns a 
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farm of 120 acres on section 36, Brookfield Town- 
ship, which is highly improved and under good 
culture, 


The residence he occupies at the present. (Bes 
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CLINTON COUNTY. 


time is located on Eliza street, corner of Judson. It 
is a frame structure, modern in architecture, com- 
modious and convenient, and stands in a beautiful 
and desirable location. 

Mr. Finton was married, March 23, 1854, to Miss 
Maria E. Potter, who was born’in Harford, Trum- 
bull Co., Ohio, March 13, 1838. She is the daugh- 
ter of Nicholas and Eliza (Wheaton) Potter. Her_ 

father was born in Baltimore, Md., in 1814, and her 

mother in New York, July 6,1818. They removed 
to Jackson County in 1840, and were among the 
1 earliest settlers in the county. They located in the 
timber ata point known as Emeline. In 1855 they 
removed to Minnesota and settled in Vermillion 
Township, Dakota County, where they now live. 
Mr. and Mrs. Finton are the parents of one child, 

a son, Luke H., who is now about sixteen years 

|| old and resides at home; they have lost four by 


+jj)| death. Mr, F. is a good, reliable citizen, and 


polities is a Republican. 
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AMES B. WOLFE. As a respected citizen 
of this county, a well-to-do and successful 
farmer, and a gentleman honored for his 
NY sterling worth and integrity, we take pleas- 
ure in presenting the name of the subject of this 
li notice, residing on section 12, Liberty Township. 
ill) Mr. Wolfe was born in the “ land of the shamrock,” 
| April 13, 1845. He emigrated to this country with 
i his” parents when but a child, in 1847, and con- 
tinued to reside with the old folk until he was 
| twenty-seven years of age. He received a good 
OH “education in the common schools and was reared to 
| the independent calling of a farmer, and has con- 
= tinued in that vocation all his life, with the excep- 
- tion of four years, which he spent in the hardware 
Gey business at Lost Nation. He is the owner of 360 
Ma, eres of land on section 12, all of which is under 
aa an advanced state of cultivation, He has erected 
90d ‘and substantial buildings on his place and is 
‘industriously engaged in increasing his exchequer 
vii by continuous labor upon his farm. 
i Mr. Wolfe was married at Toronto, Feb, 8, 1872, 
rt] to o Annie O’Connor, daughter of Jeremiah O’Con- 
yore native of Ireland. She is a native of Jack- 
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son County, this State, and has borne our subject 
six children—John, Mary, Jeremiah, Honora, James 
and Walter. 

Mr. Wolfe has held several minor offices of his 
township, and he and his wife, together with their 
children, are true and consistent members of the 
Catholic Church. In politics he is independent. 
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76) OL: B.. B. WYCKOFF, a retired farmer of 

@ . . ri yh 5 2 Wi 

\ _ Lyons and one of its most prominent and 
SJ highly respected citizens, is a native of Del- 


aware County, N. Y., and was born Oct, 28, 1810. 
He is the sou of John W,. and Catherine (Benjamin) 
Wyckoff, natives of New Jersey and New York, 
respectively. His father was a mason by occupa- 
tion and died in Greene County, N. Y., Nov. 26, 
1875, and his mother in Delaware County, N. Y., 
Feb. 14, 1819. They had reared a family of six 
children, five of whom survive at the present day 
—Roxanna, Alice, Betsey M., Richard B. and John 
B. Hiram B. died at the age of sixty-six years. 
The subject of this personal history remained at 
home until he was eleven years of age, when he 
went to live in the home of a farmer where he re- 
mained three years. He then left him and was ap- 
prenticed to learn the mason’s trade, at which he 
labored for some years. He came to Michigan in 
1835, and followed his trade there until 1858, and 
then decided to emigrate still farther west, and 
taking a team, he went overland to the then ‘Terri- 
tory of Iowa, crossing the Mississippi at Sabula into 
Jackson County and locating in Van Buren ‘Town- 
ship. Taking up a claim of 240 acres of prairie 
and timber land, he built a log house 16x18, with 
puncheon floor and a shake roof. As he was truly 
a pioneer, all sorts of inconveniences and hardships 
which frequently approximated to suffering, were 
his. He was obliged to do without tea or coffee 
for six months, and in the cold winter days while 
splitting rails he carried only corn cakes for his 
dinner. ‘To eat them he was obliged to thaw them 
with his breath as they were frozen. He, however, 
continued at his work cheerfully, and with note- 
worthy and commendable perseverance, remained 
on his farm, working and improving it until forty 
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decades many important events transpired. <A 
: residence of which anyone might well be proud, 
: 


was erected, as well as a neat and handsome barn 
and out-buildings. He retired from active labor 
in 1878, and came to Lyons and settled on the cor- 
ner of Washington and Prospect streets, where he 
bought three lots, on one of which is a handsome 


atte 
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dwelling. 

In 1836 Col. Wyckoff deserted the ranks of 
bachelorhood, abdicating in favor of Miss Ksther 
They now have a 
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Jones, a native of Vermont, 
family of seven children, four of whom are living, 
as follows: Charles, who is married to Mary Wye- 
koff and is the father of seven children—Theodore, 
Klizabeth, Joseph H., Charles E., Samuel C., Char- 
lotte and John E.; George married Margaret Smith 
and they have four children—George J., Clara B., 
Alice M. and Clara; Albert married Phebe A, 
Prusia and their family consists of Bertie E,, Nora 
D., Clarence E. and Robbie E.; Richard is the 
youngest child of Col. Wyckoff’s family. Those 
children deceased of Col. Wyckoff’s are as follows: 
James J., married Mary Knowles, they had one 
child—James B. After her death he married Clara 
Chamberlain and they had a daughter—Mirtie. 
James J. died Dec. 14, 1871. Adelia Wyckoff be- 
came the wife of John Weed; she died June 18, 
1879. Mary J. Wyckoff married Joseph Cobb. 
He was killed during the war, south of Atlanta. 
She subsequently married J. W. Latta, by whom 
she had two sons; she died Oct. 8, 1878. Col. 
Wyckoff lost his wife by death April 30, 1856, in 
lowa. She was a true and devoted wife and a 
tender, loving mother, and both husband and chil- 
dren were bereaved in her loss. His second matri- 
monial alliance was with Mrs, Charlotte Purssell 
nee Traver, Her husband, Jesse Purssell, was 
killed near De Witt, in what was known as the 
Camanche tornado, June 3, 1860. They were mar- 
ried Feb, 7, 1867. She was born Sept. 17, 1823, 
Col. Wyckoff in politics is a Democrat and has 
been a member of the City Council twice. He was 
uso a delegate to Lowa City for the formation of 
the first State Constitution and was a member of 
the Lowa Legislature in 1850-51. He is a man of 
high mental attainments, strong purpose, is well 






SSPSSSCESE SESE SECSEEE FES SEESESO 


rttr 










se 








at oF SCR SSCSSS¢0S SS See teseent| 

RAREST FAR MALNASKAIRYETATA) ' rit : | 

iiinennin niin Imo Tetinvitaiite titi 
(xyyexure tyre 





CLINTON COUNTY. 








years had elapsed. During the passage of these | read and may be considered among the solid and | 
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1867 to January, 1862. 









































substantial men of this county. No person has jj> 
ever been turned away hungry from his door, He (jj 
dispenses charity liberally and with that noble jij 
spirit which does not “let his right hand know fee 
what his left hand doeth,’”’ Any section of coun- jl) f 

try may be proud to include within its borders a [u 
man of such high principle and integrity as our 
subject. THe has held the oflice of Probate Judge 
and also that of County Treasurer, Collector and 
Recorder. These offices were held in Jackson 
County during his residence there. ‘This was from 
He is liberal and broad 
in his religious beliefs and true to eyery good prin- 
ciple. 
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L, STATLE, baker and confectioner, of Ly- 

)) ons, is the subject of this biographical sketch. 

He was born in Ohio in 1864, and is the son 

of Jacob and Philipena (Ilenley) Stahle, natives of 
Germany. They left their home across the sea and 
cune to America, settling at Columbus, Ohio, In 
that city the father was engaged in the cooper’s 
business and remained some time, after which he 
went to Taylorsville, Ohio, where he continued the 
same vocation. At present he is a resident of So-- 
lon, Johnson Co., lowa, where he settled in 1849. 
Purchasing a farm of 160 acres, he began laboring 
to improve it, and continued cultivating it in every 
way, and eventually sold it; he then made a pur- 
chase of 240 acres. On this he lives, but the 
mother died in 1883. They have had a family of 
seven children, all of whom are living—A lbert, 
Theresa, now Mrs. Henle, Luke L., Anthony, Gen- 

erva, John and Conrad. 

The subject of this biography remained at home 
until he was fifteen years of age, attending school. — 
He then went to Lyons to learn the baker’s trade 
with an uncle, where he served three years. He then 
went to lowa City and worked one year, thence to 
Saint Joe, Mo., to Council Bluffs, Omaha, into the iv 
State of Kansas, and through the country to other |) 
points. In 1868 he returned to Lyons and worked yn 
at his trade, and in 1875 he commenced business as — 
a baker and confectioner on the corner of Main © 
street and Public Square. 


He has since remained jj 
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and conducted the business for himself, owns the 
building and resides over the store. 

He was married to Mary Weilage of Clinton 
County, a daughter of Herman Weilage, a native of 
Germany. Mr. Stahle has a family of four chil- 
dren, as follows: Edith, Lizzie,Randolph and Luke. 

Mr. Stahle may be counted one of the most ener- 
getic and industrious of our business-men and runs 
the only bakery in the city. By good and prompt 
work and natural politeness to customers he wins 
high favor and a hearty patronage. In politics he 
isa Democrat, and holds the princi ples of the party 
in high respect, advocating them strongly and 
casting a straight vote at each election. He has been 
Chief of the Fire Department and was Constable 
two years, He was Alderman four years and be- 
longs to the German Workmen’s Association. 
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LBERT H. STUEDEMANN, farmer and 
stock-grower, is one of the progressive ag- 
riculturists and responsible citizens of Clin- 

~ ton County. His home is located on sec- 

tion 24 of Center Township, and regarded as one 

‘of the best citizens of this section, Mr, Stuede- 

mann was born Dee. 7, 1856, in this county, and ts 

the son of Frederick and Friedrika (Koepke) Stuede- 

mann, natives of Germany, who came to America 

‘in 1854. They had two children—A Ibert, the sub- 

ject of this sketch, and Ida, who married L. A. 
-Pohlmann, and is living in Carroll City, Lowa, 

Fredrick Stuedemann, the father of Albert EL., 

|) was born May 1, 1824, came to America in 1854, 

l | and directly removed to Clinton County. He died 

Biel] Aug. 27, 1867, and his wife, who was born Feb. 17, 

1832, survives him. ‘They were married May 24, 

ase 854. 

uy Albert H. Stuedemann married Miss Mary 

| agyGrantz, a native of Iowa, but born of German 

h We parents. Their nuptials were celebrated July 2, 

1879, and the date of her birth was Sept. 28, 1856. 

(eres Mr. and Mrs. Stuedemann have three children as 

Weifollows: Arthur, born Feb, 24, 1882; Bernhardt, 

aid 1, Oct. 12, 1884, and an infant daughter, Ida. 

an oe Mr. Stuedemann is the possessor of ninety-three 
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acres of fine land and has 
short-horn cattle. 
has some fine blooded mares. 


lately begun breeding 
He also raises draft horses and 
His dwelling, the 
old Stuedeman homestead, is handsome and com- 
modious, and the family are helpful and reliable 
members of society. They belong to the Lutheran 
Church. In politics Mr. Stuedemann is Democratic. 


W OHN J. HELVIG, a prominent and prosper- 
ous farmer, on section 238, of Olive Town- 
ship, was born in Bergen, Norway, June 15, 
1830, and is the son of John J, and Carrie 


© 


\ 
Helvig, both natives of Bergen. Hlis father was a 


sailor and ship-owner, and for several years he en- 
caged in the herring fisheries on the coasts Of Nor- 
way and Labrador. Of late years he has lived as a 
lle is now ninety years of age. ‘There 
were three children, two of whom died, our subject 
being the only one that survived. He attended 
school steadily until he was fifteen years of age. 
He then assisted his father in farming until he was 
twenty-five years of age. Ile then went sailing for 
one year, and in 1856 came to America, leaving 
Bergen on the 6th of May and landing about a 
month later at Quebec. He then went to Morris, 
Ill., arriving there on the 14th day of June, with 
empty pockets. Here he found work on a farm, 
where he worked until 1859, his wages at that time 
being from $15 to $18 per month, He next re- 
turned to his native home in Norway and visited 
his parents, remaining there from July, 1859, to 
April 22, 1860. 

[le was married there to Anna, daughter of 
Knudt Rosland, and on the 6th of May following 
he started with his bride for America, this time 
coming directly to lowaand locating in this county, 
where he bought eighty acres of land. He built a 
small house, 14x16, and here commenced farming 
with one pair of oxen and one cow. He has con- 
tinued to purchase land and improve it until he 
now has 380 acres of fine prairie land, a large set 
of frame buildings, & farm well stocked with hogs, 
cows, horses and sheep, and has in every way 
shown himself possessed of an enterprise that know® 
no such word as fail, Tis ability to get on in the 


farmer. 
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world and his strength of purpose are possessed 


only by the few. 


rr 


Mr. John J. Helvig, as follows : Gurrine is the wife 
of Hans Skyberg; John J. lives in Martin County, 
Minn.; Annie A.; Johanna, wife of A, Olsen, of 


Knudt, Carrie, Martin J. and 


Story County, Lowa; 
J. Anannias. 

He and his wife are members of the Lutheran 
Chureh. In polities Mr; Helvig is a Republican, 
He is an earnest, vigorous worker and one of 
society’s best men and worthiest citizens, 
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the pioneers of Olive ‘Township, and a pro- 
\ gressive and practi ‘al farmer, who was an 


enterprising and highly esteemed citizen of this sec- 


rH 


tion, is the subject of this biography. Ile was also 


an extensive traveler, made trips throughout “Europe, 
and was an observing and intelligent man. [He was 
born in Bavaria, Germany, Jan, 1, 1816, and was the 
son of Joseph and Ann (Haker) Oehrlein, Ie at- 
tended school until fourteen years of age, and then 
served three years to pay his instuctor $150. Start- 
ing to seek employment he went to Vienna, then to 
Turkey, and thence to France and Italy. In Stras- 
burg he worked at his trade, and at Metz and other 
places. From there he went to ILolland and worked 
six months, and returned to Prussia by the way of 
Saxony. He visited friends for a time, and then 
went to Vienna, and spent his time in making robes 
and harness, ‘This he continued a year and a half. 
Then he went to Bavaria, and after traveling five or 
six years, settled at home and engaged in business 
for himself. He entered the army and was made 
Second Lieutenant, but at the time of the Revolu- 
tion he left his country and came to America, land- 
ing at New York, He bought a farm in this coun- 
try twenty-eight miles from New York City, and 
lived there four years. He then sold out and came 
to Lowa, locating in Clinton County, and thus be- 
came one of the early settlers of this section. He 
bought 160 acres of prairie land on section 25 of 
Olive Township, and continuously lived on the 
place since that time. He erected a good set 
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Kight children have been added to the home of 





ORENZO OEHRLEIN (deceased), one of 


of frame buildings, commodious and convenient, |¥ 
and placed the land in a high state of cultiva- | 
tion and improvement. He then enclosed it, and | 
paid considerable attention to the raising of grain 
and stock. He owned 240 acres of land, and was 
one of the most prosperous and progressive farm- | 
ers Of this section, _ 

Ile was married in Bavaria, to Dorotha O. Bertz. 
They were the parents of one son, Charlie. He was 
born in Olive Township, Jan. 2, 1856. THe was 
reared on the farm and edueated in the public 
school. He was married March 2, 1874, to Miss — 
Julia A, Smith. She lived in Hampton, Rock Isl- 
and County, the place of her nativity, and was 
born Sept. 29, 1857. She is the daughter of Michael 
and Magdalena Smith, both natives of Germany. 
At the time of marriage they located upon the 
homestead which he has cultivated since that time. 

Charles Oehrlein is a natural workman, and has 
a mechanical genius unusual in one so youne, He 
owns a threshing-machine, the woodwork of which 
he made himself, and also has a mill of his own con- 
struction, This article will at one time turn three 
grades of grain, causing it to come out in three 
Ile is the inventor of a ma- 
chine to operate a cross-cut saw for sawing large 
logs by horse-power, and also manages 
and has circular saws 


qualities of fineness. 


the farm, 
for sawing wood, threshing- 
machines, wood-sawers and corn-shellers, 
used at different seasons of the year. He is the 
father of six children, as follows: Elizabeth, Lor- 
enzo, Pauline, August, Adam and Charlie. 

In polities our subject was independent, and vo- 
ted always for the best man for the people. Te 
died August 10, 1886, aged seventy years, and was 
buried in the Grand Mound ‘Cemetery, at Grand 
Mound, in this county. 
page 470), 
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His portrait is shown on 
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FS) RNST J. STUEDEMANN, a farmer and 
stock-raiser, situated on section 14, Center (fs 3) 
Township, was born in Prussia in 1846, THe ai 

is the son of John and Fredrika (Kroger) Stuede- { 
mann, who were also natives of the same country. 
His father was born March 9, 1818, and his mother 
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* Nov. 27, 1820. They were united in marriage 
' ° A . ‘ * : . F ae 
fa Oct. 29, 1843, and had a family of seven children, 

‘ F - . ‘ . . 

“ ‘ five of whom are now living. ‘Their family is as 
aay follows: Charles, Earnest J., Otto, Albert. Martha, 
ae Rudolf and Annie. Earnest J. married Miss Annie 


M. Rohwedder, Oct. 26, 1870. She was born Jan. 
24, 1848, and is the mother of eight children, as 
follows: Lucia F., born Sept. 11,1871; Catherine, 
born Feb. 24, 1873, died April 21 of the same year; 
| Alma, born June 17, 1874; Elsa, March 30, 1876; 
Matilda, Jan. 21, 1878; Erwin, March 6, 1880; 
Laura, Sept. 16, 1882, and Max, Dec. 16, 1885. 

Fl Mr. Stuedemann is the owner of 320 acres of 
: land in the highest state of cultivation and = im- 
|) provement. He has a good dwelling, barn and 
|) outhouses, the barn measuring 50x52 feet in di- 
mensions. The place is also beautified and its value 
u enhanced by fruit trees, shrubbery, flowers, etc., be- 
=|) ing added to the grounds about the house. He 
ti acted as Constable for two years and is chosen for 
the Grand Jury for this year. He came to this 
county in 1860, and has been identified with its 
success and growth since that day. Himself and 
wife are members of the Lutheran Church and do 
all in their power to advance the best good of the 
community at large. Politically he is a Democrat, 
and i is one of the leading Germans in this vicinity. 
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DWARD WHEELER. There were some 
who came here at an early day, pitched 
their tent upon the broad, unculivated 
Yo) prairie, and who were closely identified with the 
4) agricultural development of the county until the 
day rolled around when their work on earth was 
completed and they were called to that better home 


above. Among this number and one who has left 
ae behind him the monument of his labor, a finely im- 
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ue es iH is Edward Wheeler. 
~ fy He Mr. Wheeler was_.born in Faystown, Washington 
ft | Co., Vt., Feb, 16, 1821. Tis father, Silas Wheeler, 
be al was a native of the same county, and our subject’s 
ee | hy grandfather, William Wheeler, was born in New 
eee -Hamps hire and became a pioneer of Washington 
Our i ata father died in his na- 
ee ee oe ee Ps 
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- hood in his native 


' proved farm, and a richer heritage, a good name, 
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tive State in September, 1885, 
“lling and followed that voca- 


aged ninety years. 
He was a farmer by 

tion until his demise ; 
ras Rachel Chase, a native of the Green Mountain 


the maiden name of his wife | 

* . * . : 

State, and the issue of their union was five chil- : 
| 

} 

t 

| 


+ x) : 7 r seta ql se 


dren. 

Edward Wheeler was the second child in 
of birth in his parents’ family. He grew to man- 
town, received an education in 


order 


‘ e 
2 =e 
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the public schools and was reared to agricultural 
pursuits. After he had attained the age of man- 
hood, he went to Essex County, N. Y., where he 
continued laboring at his calling, 
married, April 22, 1849, to Miss Laura E, 
man. She was born in Maria, Kssex Co., N. Y., 
Feb, 21, 1850. Her father, John Chapman, was : 
native of the Green Mountain State, but was reared 
in New Hampshire and married Sally Chapman, 


| 
7 
also a native of Vermont. From New Hampshire | 
7 


and where he was 


Chap- 


he moved to York State, settling in Maria, where 
he died, aged thirty-two years. His wife subse- 
quently removed to this State and died in Eden 
Township, at the residence of her daughter, Mrs. 
Wheeler, 

At the time of our subject’s marriage he located 
in Maria Township, Essex Co., N. Y., and engaged 
in farming summers and in lumbering during the 
winter seasons, and was thus occupied until 1855. 
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He then, in company with his family, came to this 
county and purchased land on section 19, Eden 
Township. lis purchase was all wild land and he 
at first rented land that was improved and for two 
years farmed in this manner, During this time, 
however, he broke a portion of his own land and 
otherwise improved the place, and in 1855. settled 
on it and there lived and labored until his demise, 
Sept. 17, 1872. By that time he had greatly im- 
proved his place, planted fruit and shade trees, 
erected a good residence, and since his death Mrs, 
Wheeler has continued to reside upon the farm and 
manage it, with the assistance of her children, 
The union of Mr, and Mrs. Wheeler was blest 
by the birth of seven children—Edward H., mar- 
ried and resides in Kaston, Union Co., Lowa; Sarah § 
K.; Harriet L.; Florence M., wife of John H. Grow, 
and they reside in Sac County, Iowa; Charles §., 
Frances R. and Laura s, 
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In polities Mr. Wheeler was astanch Republican, 
Religiously he was a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, having joined it in early life, 
but did not unite with any congregation while a 
IIe was nevertheless a true and con- 


eeeseveaarie 


resident here. 
sistent Christian gentleman, and respected for his 
straightforward and manly dealings with his fellow- 
man. Mrs. Wheeler joined the Baptist Church 
when she was twelve years of age and has remained 
faithful to its tenets, 
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UGUSTUS SCOFIELD, The subject of 
this biographical sketch is a retired farmer 
of Lyons and may be properly esteemed 


@ as one of its responsible and prominent 


Sivier 
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citizens. He is a native of Sullivan County, N. Y., 
and was born Dee. 25, 1819, and is the son of 
Shadrach and Mary W. (Barnard) Scofield, both 
natives of Connecticut. ‘The parents of Augustus 
Scofield came to New York and purchased a farm 
in Sullivan County of 128 acres. There they lived 
until called away by the great Destroyer, - They 
had reared a family of nine children, all of whom 
lived to the age of man and womanhood. The 
subject of this history remained at home until he 
attained the age of twenty-two years, and received 
a common-school education, assisting his father in 
agricultural pursuits on the homestead, After 
| launching out on the sea of life, he came to Clin- 
§ ton County, Lowa, and settled in Hampshire Town- 
ship in 1850. He is thus one of the old settlers of 
this county. Purchasing 480 acres he built a house 
worth $600, and had the honor in those primitive 
times of owning the first painted house in the 
township. He was well adapted to farming, as he 
enjoyed cultivating the soil, and he went on im- 
proving 160 acres, and lived upon the property 
until 1881. He next came to the city of Lyons, 
retired from active business and settled permanent- 
ly on the corner of Washington and Third streets. 
He has a fine briek house which stands on hand- 
some grounds and is attractive and beautiful. 

He was married in 1878, to Mrs. Spear, a native 
of New York, and the daughter of Christian and 
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Annie (Demmer) Cromer. They were natives of ne 
New York, and had reared a family of twelve chil- a man 5 
dren, ten of whom still survive. By his first union i~ ty 
Mr. Scofield was the father of three children, as |} 
follows: Robert, Martha and Hattie. Robert fiji 
united in marriage with Elizabeth Harbald; Mar- | Kay 
tha married Mr. Bemaster and they have one child AN 
—Wilfred. Mrs. Scofield had by her former hus- tf 
band, three children, all of whom survive: Mary iy t 
L.; Ida M., now Mrs. Clark, who is the mother of 
one child—Effie I.; and Alden L. Mrs. Scofield 
cane from Michigan in 1878, hailing from Berrien 
County, where she had lived since the age of ten 
years. 

In polities Mr. Scofield is Republican and is a 
strong upholder of his party, 





He is a most reliable 
and worthy citizen, and an esteemed and respected 
man, 
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©) IRISTIAN F. MEGGERS, one of the repre- 

G sentative farmers and prominent and pros- 

4 perous citizens of Washington Township, his 
present property being located on section 13, was 
born in Holstein, Germany. He came to this coun- 
try in 1864, landing at Quebee, and proceeded at once 
to Chicago, where he remained six months working 
ona railroad, At the end of that time he drove an 
ox-team for a Mr. Rohwedder to Clinton County, 
and all he received for his services was his board. 
He brought up at the end of his trip, in 1854, 
in Center Township. During the next eight years 
he worked on different farms. June 15, 1861, he 
was inarried to Miss Calena Schultz. She was born 
in Germany, Oct, 11, 1838, and came to America 
in 1860, coming over the Atlantic with old Mr, 
Stuedemann, her parents having died before she 
mune, She has but one brother now living and has 
no sisters. 

For three years after marriage Mr. Meggers worked 
out by the day and at the end of that time rented 
eighty acres of land, for a period of three years, in 
Center Township, At the expiration of the time 
above named, our subject bought eighty acres in 
Washington Township, of James Galyhudstun, at a 
cost of $1,700. Ie then set to work building and 
improving until he at the present time owns 460 
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He has a fair lot of buildings and enjoys 
the respect of thé community. His home circle 
numbers ten children; they are as follows: Claus 
J., born Sept. 18, 1861; Minnie, April 7, 1863, who 
married George Spahl; Fred F, Nov. 27, 1864; 
Carl William, May 26, 1866; Bertha, Feb. 24, 
1868; Hans H., Jan. 27, 1871; Albert F., March 1, 
1872; Caroline W., Feb. 19, 1875; Matilda, Jan. 4, 
1879; and Auber M., Jan. 11, 1878. These chil- 
dren attend the publie schools and are obtaining an 
education in their adopted country, 

Mr. Meggers is aman of considerable influence 
and prominence, and is interested in the advance- 
ment of the schools. Ile served as School Director 
for two years, and Road Supervisor for the same 
length of time. Both himself and wife are mem- 
bers of the Lutheran Chureh, which they ably aid 
in supporting. He is independent in_ polities, 
usually voting for what seems to be the best man 
for the office. 


RS. DOROTHY GUTH, of Lyons, widow 
of Dr. Edward Guth, is the subject of this 
historical sketch. The husband of Mrs. 
Guth was born in Holstein, Germany, Jan, 

2, 1802. He began the study of medicine at the 

Sil] age of twenty-four and was admitted to practice at 

thirty, after which he continued at his profession 

until he attained the age of fifty. ‘Thus he devoted 

_ twenty of the best years of his life to the healing 

of the people and alleviating suffering. He re- 

mained in his native land up to this period, and 
ue emigrated to this country in 1854. Reaching the 
free land so much talked of by people of foreign 
nations, he came across the country to the State of 

Towa, and, purchasing 365 acres, located about four 

‘| miles from De Witt. There he lived until Dec. 18, 

i! 1866, the date of his demise. He was a leading 

| | factor in molding the society of this section, and 

1 in developing the natural resources of the county 
was a great help. 

Dr. Edward Guth was united in the bonds of 

papaaae with Dorothy Peters in 1833. She was 

azo, a native of Roletein, G pi and the covets 
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whom died in their native land. To Dr. Guth and 
wife were born a family of nine children, eight of 
who are as follows: Dorothy, now 


Henry, married to 


whom survive, 
Mrs. Kirtly, residing at Clinton; 
Minnie Barnes, of Lowden, Iowa; Louise, now Mrs. 
Hass, of Bryant, Clinton County; Beale, now Mrs. 
Caille, of Lyons; Rosa, now Mrs. Hoebin, also of 
Lyons; Olga, Mrs. Gallion, residing in the State of 
Kansas; Thekla, now Mrs. Rodman, of Lyons, and 
the mother of a daughter named Gertrude O.; and 
Edward, the youngest of the family, married Julia 
Smith, and resides in Kansas. 

Mrs. Guth lived on the farm for two years after 
her husband’s death, and in 1868 came to Lyons. 
In 1875 she purchased the place on Seventh street 
where she now lives, and in beautifying and im- 
proving it has expended $2,800. Mrs. Rodman 
lives with her mother, and the two enjoy their re- 
tired and quiet Bie in their pleasant and attractive 
home. 

Dr. Guth and his wife were both members of the 
German Lutheran Church, He left his widow and 
family well supplied with the comforts of this life 
and died at ease, with the knowledge that he had 
made the provision that every good man should, 
leaving something to those who would otherwise 
be cast upon the sympathy of the cold world. Mrs. 

Guth was a graduate of a school in Germany, and 
is a refined, cultivated lady, well liked and appre- 
ciated by the society of which she is a member, 
Her father was a merchant and followed his voca- 
tion through life. 
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Il. GREISEN, of the firm of Greisen «& 
Petersen, editors and publishers of the 
Clinton County Wochenblatt, was born May 
17, 1826, in Hadersleben, Sleswick, Ger- 
many, where his father was proprietor of a soap 
factory. He visited the college at Iadersleben, 
and, in 1847, the University of Kiel, Holstein. Ile 
served from 1848 to 1851 in the war against Den- 
mark, holding during the last two years the office 
of Lieutenant. Ze was married, June 1, 1855, to 
Miss Emma Castagne, a daughter of Dr, Castagne, 
of Luetjenburg, Holstein, He lived with his par- 
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ents until 1857, when he moved to Berlin, Prussia, 
where he was employed as a traveling agent for a 
watch factory at Neufchatel, Switzerland, and 
He left Germany, accom- 


J bibeerie ww) 


continued until 1866. 
panied by his family, consisting of his wife and two 
children, for the United States, Sept. 1, 1866. Tis 
little daughter, four years of age, died during the 


Tretetiertr 


voyage, 

Mr, G. arrived in New York City on the 21st of 
September, 1866, and labored there until December, 
when he went to North Carolina, where he worked 
for sixteen months in a sawmill, In May, 1868, 
he came to Clinton County, and located at ‘Teed’s 
Grove. After this he engaged in working’ on 
farms until 1869, when he became teacher of the 
German school for that society in Lyons. In July, 
1872, he went to Center Grove, where he was 
teacher in an English country school wntil April, 
Is8s4. In August of that year, associated with his 
present partner, J. Peterson, of Clinton, he estab- 
lished a printing-office in Lyons, from which they 
issued a weekly paper named the Clinton County 
Wochenblatt, in which position he still continues. 
Their paper has been well patronized, and it is in- 
telligently conducted and bright and neat in ap- 
He is as member of the Knights of 
Honor, and is an active, energetic member of 
society. He is the father of one ehild—Emil 
Greisen, who was born Oct, 14, 1857. 
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= IARLES ARLEN, of Clinton (formerly 
( J Conrad Auerle), was born April 1, 1822, and 


is the son of Michael and Anna Marie 
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Lh 
“§ Bachnang in the kingdom of W urtembere. Our 


subject was reared on the farm, on which his father 
died when Charles wasin his twelfth year. On at- 
taining the age of fifteen he decided to try his fort- 
une in the great struggling world, and turned most 
decidedly toward America, the land where * Every 
man isa king and his ballot his scepter,” obtain- 
ing a pass through the Provinces hy permission of 
the Burgomaster of Murrhardt, but was stopped on 
his trip across the country by the officer of the Can- 
ton. THe was determined, however, although 
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- a | 
daunted by difficulty, and returning to his home | 
was assisted by a kind friend, an influential man of 
the district, and succeeded under the alias of 
Charles Arlen in making the voyage unmolested. 

Arriving in New York City he went on to i Ki 
Buffalo, completing his journey the second day of | 
July, 1837. He then became apprenticed toa shoe- 
maker, but remained only long enough to complete 
his knowledge of the business and worked at it un- 
til the fall of 1846. Tle next engaged as a cook on 
the steamer Saratoga, then bought a- canal boat 
which he ran between Buffalo and Albany. In this 
he continued until the fall of 1847, when he sold 
out, went to Sheboygan, Wis., entered the grocery 
trade there and continued in that town until 1851. 
Ile then moved to Fond du Lac wheré he started a 
boarding-house and carried on shoemaking. Show- 
ing an aptitude for filling official positions properly 
he was elected and served as City Marshal two 
terms, and afterward Deputy Sheriff of Fond du Lae 
County. Soon afterward he opened a brewery, from 
which he retived at the expiration of two years, and 
In 1865 he lost: his 
property by fire, and only had %32 left. 

In 1865 he came to Clinton, and continued in 
the latter industry until 1868, when he opened and 
conducted a boarding-house until 1871, at which 
date he entered his present occupation, which he has 
enlarged upon, gaining yearly upon the size of sales. 
Ile and his son, Edwnrd A., became partners in 
1869, and own a large bottling establishment which 
is widely patronized, and in which they now do an 
extensive business, 

Mr. Arlen was married in Buffalo, N, Y.y)te 
Magdalina Hornberger, a native of Alsace, who first 
saw light July 21,1821. She was the daughter of 
Jacob Hornberger, who settled in Erie County, 
N. Y., in 1828. He was a farmer by voeation and 
died in that State. Mr. Arlen and wife were the 
parents of two sons and three daughters, of whom FJ 
the two former and one of the latter survive, Frank “>> 
W., of Oxford Junction, Iowa, is a compositor ; aS 
Magdelina is the wife of J.T. Stoessiger, of Eureka, 
Cal., a plumber and cas-fitter ; Edward A, associated, 
with his father in business; and Margaret and Caro- 
line are buried in Buffalo, 

Mrs. Arlen passed away, entering the better life 


gave attention to shoemaking. 
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Py took up their residence at Davenport. Subsequently 
=F = they came to this county and settled on a farm in 
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and was mourned tenderly. 


Hill 16, 1835. 
a that country, and was there married to Margaret 
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Sept. 26, 1884. She was a devoted wife and mother 
Magdelina, the daugh- 
ter, is the mother of three sons and a daughter; 
Frank W. has become the father of nine children, 
five daughters now living; Edward <A. has three 
sons and two daughters living. Mr. Arlen was 
married to his present wife, Victoria Kempter Hoff- 
man, Oct. 5, 1885. Our subject has served as 


member of the City Council and in other political 


offices. He is a member of the [,.O, O. F., and has 
been since 1843. He was the originator of the 
Turner Association of Fond du Lac, and has also 
brought one to life in this city. 


LAUS KRUSE, Among the goodly land- 
owners of this county, and a gentleman re- 
spected for his sterling worth and integrity, 

is the subject of this biograpical notice. He is at 
present residing on section 16, Deep Creek Town- 
ship, where he owns 300 acres of good and product- 
ive land, and he is also the owner of seventy-two 
acres on section 20, in the same township. All of 
his land is well-improved, and he has erected on 


u, the same a good residence, together with large and 


commodious barns, and is meeting with success in 


i) the prosecution of his avocation. 


Mr. Kruse is a native of that country whose peo- 
ple, in becoming citizens of the different States and 
counties of the United States, have been identified 
with their agricultural development, and who, 


=j| starting in life with but little means, have attained 


success. He was born in Holstein, Germany, Noy. 


His father, Paul Kruse, was a farmer in 


Stoltenberg, likewise a native of Holstein, In 1856 
| the parents left their native land and set sail for the 
United States, and soon afterward landing at an 
Eastern seaport made their way to this State and 


Deep Creek Township, the date of their coming be- 
_ing in 1858, In that township the father was en- 
H] gaged in agricultural pursuits, meeting with more 


i }) than ordinary success until his demise, in 1878. 
gr Mis § good wife died in 1871. 
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Claus Kruse was the seventh in order of birth of 
his parents’ ten children. He was a single man when 
his parents emigrated to this country, and contin- 
ued to reside with the old folks, engaged in assist- 
ing his father in the labors of the farm until Dee. 9, 
1862, the date of his marriage. The lady chosen as 
his life companion was Miss Catherine Peters, born 
in Holstein, Germany, April 8, 1842. Her father 
was 2 farmer, emigrated to this country and died in 
Center Township, in 1884, and her mother died in 
Germany. Mrs, Kruse has borne her husband 
twelve children, two of whom are deceased, The 
living are Henry, Otto, Emma, Caroline, August, 
Ferdinand, Adelia, Frances, John and Etta (twins) ; 
and the deceased are Henry and William. 

In politics Mr. Kruse votes with the Democratic 
party. Since his marriage he has continued to re- 
side on his fine farm in Deep Creek Township, and 
has been continuously occupied in its cultivation 
and improvement. THe is also quite largely engaged 
in stock-raising. 

A view of Mr, Kruse’s handsome residence and 
large, fine barns and stock, are shown on another 
page of this work, 

= nn a 
(eee O’NEIL. The subject of this sketch is 
one of the most prominent and successful 
, merchants of Lyons, and ranks high as one 
oy) whose well-directed efforts have placed him 
among the first men of this section, His industry 
and unremitting perseverance add an interest to his 
name which only attaches to those who have sue- 
ceeded in spite of obstacles. Te is engaged in the sale 
of wood, hard, soft and Blosburg coal, cement, stuc- 
co, lime, hair, ete. His office stands on the corner of 
Second and Pearl streets, and he is a native of Ire- 
land, born in the year 1822, and the son of Dennis 
and Ann (Doyle) O'Neil. Tis parents reared a 
family of four children, of whom the subject. of 
this biography is the eldest and only surviving one. 

Mr. O’Neil’s parents came to America in 1855, 
and settled at Cleveland, Ohio, and in 1865 the 
father died. ‘The children who are deceased were 
Ann, Elizabeth and Philip. 

John O'Neil worked on a farm until he came to 
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America, in 1851. He then settled in Cleveland, 
Ohio, and remained there until 1856, after which he 
“ume to Fulton, IL, and engaged to labor in a saw- 
mill. There he staid for two years, and at the ex- 
piration of that time came to Lyons. At the latter 
situation in a sawmill and 

After this he worked on 


PH 


place he found 
mained in it two years. 
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| the Mississippi River on a flatboat, bringing wood 
| to Lyons. He continued at this, making some 


sitevéee 


money, for twelve years, and in 1874 built a resi- 
cence on the corner of Second and Pearl streets. 

Mr. ©’Neil was married in 1856, to Bridget 
Coughlin, a native of Ireland and a daughter of 
Owen Coughlin. Their union has been blest: by 
the birth of two children, one of whom survives, 
Annie, now Mrs. Thomas Foley, a resident of Ly- 
ons, and the mother of three children—Frank, Mary 
and Ella, 

Mr. O'Neil is a Republican in polities, and is a 
strong, substantial adherent and supporter of his 
party, and the poliey of protection, and an adyo- 
cate of free schools. His residence is situated on 
Sixth street, and he is the largest dealer in the arti- 
cles that constitute his trade of any in Lyons. 
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ESSE A. ANDERSON. The subject of this 
history is one of the most prominent. citi- 
zens of Clinton County, and is a successful 

HN and well-to-do farmer.  Ilis agricultural 

ventures have been extensive and he has been great- 

ly prospered. Ile was born in Rockingham Coun- 
ty, Va., Sept. 6, 1839, and is the second son of Eu- 
genio and Jane (Phillips) Anderson. He was four- 
teen years of age when he came to Clinton County 
with his parents, and has passed his entire life in the 
pleasant pursuit of farming. Mr. Anderson at- 
tended school after his arrival here and as far as 
possible assisted his father on the farm. He re- 
mained with his parents until his marriage, when 
he purchased eighty acres of land adjoining the 
} homestead, He only remained upon this, however, 





for the space of two years, when he sold out and 
bought the farm he now owns and occupies, on see- 
tion 14, Brookfield Township. It contains 160 
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acres. It was wild prairie land when he first settled [i i 
upon it, but through his industry and pei ‘severance jf 
it has been transformed into a model farm, one in. TRE 
which he may justly take pride and cultivate with |F 
pleasure. He has erected a fine set of frame =. ve 



















ings, planted trees, and in other ways beautified it 
and enhanced its value. Besides he has eighty tN “i 
acres in one piece and 160 acres on section 10, 
making altogether 400 acres. He also owns an ad- 
dition of eighty acres of timber land in Jackson 
County. He has also added to his farming pur- 
suits the breeding of stock, and at the present time 
is the owner of a large number of high-grade ani- 
mals, of which the Short-horn cattle are his favor- 
ites. He first embarked in the stock business im- 
inediately after the war. A view of his home 
place and surroundings appears in this work. 

Mr, Anderson and Miss Annie Bentley were united 
in marriage Jan, 7, 1864. Mrs. A. is a native of 
Jackson County, Iowa, the daughter of David and 
Lorinda (Burnham) Bentley. - (See sketch.) Their 
household has been brightened by the birth of six 
children, one of whom is deceased, The living are: 
Emory D., Myrtie K., Hattie J., Ida May and Ag- 
nes M, Emma J., an interesting child, died at the 
age Of two years, deeply mourned by the entire 
family. She was the'darling of the household and 
will be lamented until they go to join her in an- 
other world, 


L 


Mr, Anderson is « Democrat in his political views 
and a man of solid influence in his community. He 
possesses great force of character and his business 
transactions are conducted in an intelligent and 
strictly upright and honorable manner, 


AMES R, PATE, a resident on seetion 13, 
Camanche Township, was born in Dearborn 
County, Ind., Dec. 23, 1840. He is the son 
of David and Bellezorah (Peas) Pate. The 

former was a native of the Old Dominion, while his” 

Wife was born in the State of New York. They 5 TH 

reared a family of five children, three daughters | ; 7 
James R., our subject, was the iBa 

After the death of his father his "sy | 


and two sons. 
youngest son. 
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mother, with her children, came, in 1556, to Clinton 
County, Iowa. She bought the farm on which 
4; James R. now resides, and lived here until her death, 
iy which took place in 1864. 
ty James R., when a boy, attended the common 
i) schools of his native county, and, after coming here, 
the schools of Clinton County. Dec. 25, 1870, he 
was married to Miss Alpha Millard, daughter of 
David and Amerette (Jenkins) Millard, Mrs. Pate 
was born in Jackson County, Lowa, July 380, 1850. 
Her parents had removed to that county in the 
year 1848, from near Albany, New York. ‘They 
had five children, of whom Mrs. Pate is the eldest. 
Three of the children are yet living. Her father, 
David Millard, after-living a short time in Jackson 
County removed to and settled on a farm near 
Camanche, and was killed by the tornado which 
passed through this section June 3, 1860, — His 
widow afterward married Samuel Lemon, of Clin- 
ton County. He is also deceased and she is now 
residing in Adams County, Iowa. ‘They were both 
members of the Baptist Church. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pate have had born to them three 
children, viz.: Charlie Preston, Myrtie KE. and 
Emma <A. 


tO ss re Mr. Pate has always been engaged in farming, 
ey, : it and about three years ago he purchased the inter- 
A, il est of his brother in the old homestead where he 
: now resides. It contains 160 acres and is well im- 


= 


proved. 

He and his wife are members of the Baptist 
Chureh at Camanche. In polities he isa Democrat, 
He has been a member of the Odd Fellows Lodge 
for several years; he also belongs to the order of 
American Woodmen. 
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AMES C. BOYD, of Hampshire ‘Township, 
was born Noy. 28, 1857, at his present home, 
and is the son of John R. and Luey 5. 
(Boynton) Boyd. He was united in mar- 

riage with Miss Carrie Hohan, Jane.d0, 1883. She 

=jwas born at Lyons, in September, 1856, and is the 


jidaughter of Leonard Hohan, a native of Germany. 
y | ‘The subject of this biography is the father of one 
~ child, by name, Leonard K., who was born Oct, 27, 
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1884. Up to the present time Mr. Boyd has been 
engaged in farming, in which he takes an active in- 
terest. He is well respected by those who know 
him personally, and is possessed of much persever- 
ance and push. In politics he is a Republican, and 


upholds his party stanchly in voice and sentiment, 


HRIS LEVSEN. 
farmers and prominent citizens of Clinton 


Among the well-known 






/ County may be recorded the name of our 


~ 


subject, who is one of the representative Germans 


of Washington Township, and whose sturdy indus- 
try and active efforts haye done much to establish 
the growth of this section. 

Mr. Leysen was born 
April 25, 1840. He emigrated from Liverpool 
with his parents, all landing at Quebec after a voy- 
Ile was fairly well edu- 


in Sleswick, Germany, 


age of twenty-one days. 
cated, receiving his training at Lyons and partak- 
ing, with rich and poor of the opportunities of 
learning to which there is no royal road, Under 
the excellent system of free schools of this country, 
‘ach and every boy and girl may have all he or 
she will, and our subject received a fair amount in 
return for a short attendance. 

In 1852 Mr. L. came to Clinton County with 
his parents, who settled in Center ‘Township, at 
which place his father, Lawrence Levsen, died Sept. 
2, 1882. He was a farmer by occupation, and re- 
garded as a worthy citizen of his adopted country, 
He married Anna Cathrina Sebbance, who was born 
Jan. 23, 1811, which was also the year of his nativ- 
ity, and April 5, the day, Mrs. L. is still living 
and the family of children numbers six, as follows: 
Richard, Mary C., Lewis, Agatha, Andrew and 
Chris. Agatha above mentioned was the second 
child of the same name. 

Mr. Levsen of this sketch has 160 acres of land 
in Washington Township, which is finely improved 
and stocked. He was married, Jan, 7, 18638, to 
Miss Minnie Clasan. She was born Noy, 26, 1843, 
and isa native of Holstein, Germany. She was 
nineteen years of age when she came to this coun- 
try. The union of Mr. and Mrs, Leysen has been 
productive of the birth of six children, as follows: 
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Lawrence L., born March 24, 1864; Dora {Math 
9, 1869; Charlie F., July 28, 1872; Annie C., Sept. 
19, 1874; Emma M., July 19, 1877, and Willie C., 
Dee, 19, 1880. Mr. and Mrs. Levsen are members 
of the Lutheran Church in Charlotte, which they 
ably support. In politics he is 2 Democrat and up- 
holds his party in voice and sentiment. 
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RANCGIS LEE, now residing in Clinton, was 
EK born in Onondaga County, N. Y., in the 
~ town of Pompey, Aug. 15, 1827. His ances- 
try dates back to John Lee, who came to this country 
from England in 1634, first loc ‘ating in Farmington, 
Conn. His lineage includes people of many pr ofes- 
sions and numerous classes of business interests. 
John Lee, the earliest American ancestor, followed 
the business of the early settlers, and at his death left 
large family. He had been married three times, 
and some of the children settled in and about 
Southington, Conn. 

Orren Lee, father of Francis, was a native of 
Southington, and followed the peac ‘eful and quiet 
voeation of farming, dying in his, home in Clinton 
County, April 1, 1877. His wife, Ruth Johnson, 
of the same place, came of old-time stock in her 
native State, and was proud of her ancient lineage 
and family history. ‘The Lees were all men of 
temperate habits and were long lived, They are 
well represented all over the Union. 

The subject of this history spent the days of his 
boyhood on the farm, and was sent to the common 
schools. He showed an ability to help himself and 
persevered at his studies, thus attaining a good ed- 
ueation, which was followed up by an academic 
course at the academy of Maulins & Homer. At 
the age of seventeen he went to Syracuse and com- 
pleted an apprenticeship there. Te worked at his 
business until 1856, when he came West, and, after 
looking about for a location, he settled down to 
the real-estate business, which he conducted until 
1860, and then embarked in the drug business, at 
which he has continued ever since. 

Mr. Lee occupied an old building until 1880, but 
his success being phenominally good, he at that 
time erected a new one on the site of the old, 
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22x100 feet in size, and two stories high, besides a 
basement, and bought in an immense stock, He is 
well liked, and is a popular merchant, and his busi- 
ness house stands on the southeast corner of Fifth 
avenue and Second street, in the thriving city of 
Clinton. 

In 1853 he was united in marriage with Mary 
Graham, nee Pratt, daughter of Noah Pratt, Esq., 
of Syracuse. He has by this union two daughters 
—tLilian, the accomplished wife of George W. 
Allen, one of the firm of Curtis Bros. & Co.; and 
trace R., who possesses fine mental attainments, 


The family attend the Presbyterian Church, and 
Mr. Lee has served as Trustee in it for some length 
of time, and was active in its building, being one. 
of the committee for the building of the pres- 
ent chureh and the old one. He has been a factor 
of the City Counciland assisted in its organization ; 
he is also a member of the Board of Education. 
In politics he is a Republican, and has voted with 
that party since it first came into existence. 

Mr. Lee is one of the oldest, most reliable and 
enterprising citizens resident within the borders 
of our city. He is popular both socially and from 
a business point of view, his genial politeness and 
his sterling integrity and worth winning him a 
hearty patronage and a large circle of friends. No 
druggist has been so long in the business here or 
understands better the fundamental principles of 
his profession, : 
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5) EORGE B. PHELPS, County Superintend- 
ent of Schools of Clinton County, is one of 
the most promising young men of the State. 
He wassbor n March 12, 1861, in Bloomfield Town- 
ship, this county, and is the son of Ben and Ellen 
(Berry) Phelps, the former a native of New York 
and of the old and well-known Phelps stock. He 
settled in Bloomfield Township in 1856, and taking 
up a farm, improved it until it is one of the best 
in the township. Mr. Phelps reared a family of 
three sons, of whom John, who is employed in buy- 






ing and shipping grain and stock at Elwood, is the 


eldest; the other two are George B. and Samuel, 
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the latter a farmer, 
above-named sons,'was born in County Cork, near 
Bantry Bay, Ireland, and came to America with 
her people in 1833. They settled in Saint Law- 
rence County, N. Y., where she married Mr. Phelps. 

George B. Phelps spent his boyhood on the farm, 
and obtained a good education in the public schools, 
At fifteen he entered the State Normal School at 
Cedar Falls, where he remained until he graduated, 
in 1878. From the beginning of his training he 
showed a keen interest in educational matters, and 
was always interested in advancing the condition of 
=| public schools. After leaving the Normal School 
he accepted the principalship of Delmar public 
schools, where he remained for two years. After 
spending the four succeeding years as Principal of 
the public schools of Camanche and Wheatland, he 
was nominated and elected to his present position, 
He was at that time teaching in the school in the 
last-named city and removed to Clinton to fill the 
office he holds at the present writing. He is an 
active supporter of all progress, educationally, and 
the best people of this county feel assured that in 
Mr. Phelps they have “ the right man in the right 
place.” In scholastic good judgment and wisdom 
of purpose he has no peer. In politics he is a firm 
adherent to the Democratic party. He is a ae 
and logieal politician, a first-class citizen and : 
popular educator. 

As a public official and an excellent representa- 
tive of the younger element of the county, we take 
_ pleasure in presenting the portrait of Mr. Phelps in 


a this Atbum. 
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) RV ILLE C. BAILEY. The subject of this 
| biography, one of the old-time settlers of 
| Bloomfield Tow nship, is a prosperous farmer 

tht ejand a respected citizen, He was born at Fort Ann, 
‘al Washington Co., N. Y., July 11,1830, His father, 
a eenare paley was born in Boston, a in 1804. 










a q 14 | glshan aiid came to Game with bea can, 

Ee Fas} first settling in Boston, From that part of the 

| A 2ountry he soon afterward removed to Wayne 
Co unty, where he died. 


The father of our subject was very young when 


* 
Sin 
ieee aire hee PlN 
Nee in Pee ee Fa? 
dh esses - 
prey rad 






rE ge 


CLINTON COUNTY 


Ellen Berry, mother of the’ 
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he moved with his parents to New York, and there 
attained his majority. He married Mary Cutter, a 
native of the same State, and daughter of Capt. 
Benjamin Cutter, a native of England, and 
dier in the Revolutionary War, having served un- 
der Washington. At the time of Mr. Bailey’s mar- 
riage he settled in Washington County, N. Y., and 
was by trade a millwright; he also owned a farm, 
and continued at both these avocations. Ile died 
at Fort Ann, Sept. 1, 1879. There were four chil- 
dren—Alanson, living in Tama County, Lowa; Or- 
ville C., our subject; Sarah A., wife of Orison 
Brewster, who lives in Bloomfield Township; and 
Leander, who lives at Fort Ann, on the old home- 
stead, 

Our subject learned the trade of a carpenter and 
joiner, when a young man, and followed it about 
his home and in its vicinity until 1854, when he 
came to Towa and located at Maquoketa. Tere he 
worked at his trade three years, then bought eighty 
acres Of wild land which he included in his present 
farm, and in 1857 made the first improvement on 
the farm. He erected a small house and hired 
twenty acres broken that year. For a few years 
he devoted only a part of his Hie to his farm and 
the remainder to his trade, but has since added an- 
other eighty, and now has 160 acres of fine land 
under good cultivation. He has also erected a 
handsome set of frame buildings and has planted 
fruit and shade trees, cultivating, adding to and 
moderizing all, until his home ranks high with the 
handsomest in the township. In L886 he built a 
200d barn and eorn-crib, but had the misfortune to 
lose them by lightning. 

Mr, Bailey was united in marriage, in 1852, to 
Clarissa Mason, who was born in Fort Ann, N. Y., 
Jan. 3, 1834. She is the daughter of Ebenezer sha 
Delina Mason, natives of New York State, her 
father of Washington and her mother of Saratoga 
County. Six children have been born to them— 
Sylvia, wife of Lewis Hurly, who lives in Welton 
Township, Lowa; Alice Herrington, who lives in 
Bloomfield Township; Howard, who lives in Grundy 
County, lowa; Horace, Frank and’ Delina, at home. 

In politics Mr, Bailey is Republican. He is well- 
informed and is esteemed for his straightforward 
principles and his honorable dealing in polities, Ie 
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is a man of unerring integrity, and capable of labor- | eightieth year of their lives. 


ing for the best interests of the people. He has 
held various offices, that of Township Clerk, Secre- 
tary of the School Board, and Justice of the Peace. 
He has also been District Trustee and Township 
Assessor, holding the last office during the past 
year. Nearly the entire family are connected by 


~ 


membership with the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


> REDERICK H. LANGE, one of the prom- 
=9)) ‘nent and successful farmers of Elk River 
~~ 'Pownship, has his home located on section 
7, where he owns 192 acres of highly cultivated 
So successful has he been and 
agriculture his business, 






and improved land. 
so specially has he made 
that he is noteworthy in this section among the 
farmers. His farm at present is as highly culti- 
vated and as finely improved as any within the 
boundaries of Clinton County, but it was, when it 
“ame under his hand, a piece of rude, unbroken 
prairie. Thus has he shown that nature’s fer- 
tile soil, under the careful guardian hand of its 
possessor, watered by the dews of Heaven and 
smiled upon by the suns of summer, will grow into 
fruitfulness, - 

Mr, Lange was born in Sleswick-Holstein, May 
18, 1834, His father, Christopher A, Lange, was : 
German, and a blacksmith by occupation. He 
married, in his native land, Miss Mary Goose, also 
of Holstein, and of German birth and parentage. 
She was the eldest of a family of six children, all 
of whom grew to womanhood and manhood, = Our 
subject learned, the trade of his father when a 
young man and lived at home until 1856 when he 
eame to the United States. On coming to this 
country, Frederick Lange settled in Elk River 
Township. Four years later his parents, who have 
since both departed this life, also came to this 
country. Mr, Lange, 5r., followed his trade three 
years after he came to Lowa. 

Frederick Lange was married, Noy. 5, 1861, to 
Miss Catherine Koch, who was born June 10, 18383, 
in Germany. She came with her parents to this 
country, and they are now living on a farm near 
Miles, in Jackson County. They have passed the 
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COUNTY. 
Mrs. Lange was the [! 


eldest of the family, and is the mother of three Me at 


children—Maggie (Mrs. M. Weber), now residing | 
at Miles, where her husband who was engaged in ie 
the jewelry. trade, died May 12, 1886; Henry ¥., HI a 
who, on the 10th of June, 1886, married Amollia 
Clausen; he has rented the home farm; Caroline, an 
wife of Bona Eskersen, who resides at Mount Car- q t 
roll, Ill., and is a photographer. ou 
Mr. Lange rented land until he purchased eighty 
acres, which possessed no improvement whatever, 
but was wild and uncultivated. He has more than 
doubled the value of the place and it is now a well- 
improved farm. His energy and perseverance and 
a. spirit that never fears hard work, have assisted 
him to make much of this “serap. of wilderness.” 
He has a handsome dwelling, neat and convenient, 
good barns, outhouses, ete., and feels an honest 
pride in the work of his hands. Mrs, Lange is a. | 
woman of kindly and motherly principles and is a 
member of the Lutheran Chureh. In her devotion 
she is whole-hearted and believes that to love our 
neighbor as ourselves is the first duty of man, 
In politics Mr. Lange is a solid Democrat and ad- 
heres to and votes with his party under all cireum- 
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FOHN T. BOADEN, farmer and breeder of 
fine stock, resides on section 25, Sharon 
‘Township, and makes a success of his chosen 
industry, farming,.and the breeding of En- 

glish horses. He is fond of animals to an unusual 
degree, and takes pride and pleasure in valuable 
Amportations. 

Mr. Boaden was born in Cornwall. England, Jan. 
24, 1850, and came to America in 1869, landing at 
Detroit. Making a short stay in Wisconsin, he 
‘une to this county and began farming. He com- 
menced with no capital, but has at the present time 
a fine farm, well stocked. Suecess has attended his — j if 
efforts, and his progress is a matter of gratitude to |Fl% 
himself and pleasure to others. ; 

He breeds Short-horn cattle and owns a valuable 
Short-horn bull, three years old, a magnificent ani- 
mal of deep red color, which is admitted to be one 
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of the best in the township, and also has some of 
the handsomest and most valuable horses in the 
township. He values the English draft horse above 
all others, and intends to increase his number of 
that blood, 

Our subject was married to Miss Hettie Hiner, 
April 10, 1879, She was born im 1856, in Virginia, 
and is the daughter of Young and Melinda (Ander- 
son) Hiner, both natives of Virginia. Three chil- 
dren have blest their union, as follows: Leitha, 


: born April 80, 1880; Earl T., June 14, 1882, and 
. one unnamed, born Feb, 21, 1886, 

+ Mr. Boaden has given much thought and time, 
~— - together with energetic work, to his homestead, 
. . and owns 120 acres of the finest land in the town- 


ship. He has a neat dwelling and a good barn 
40x52 feet, with «a basement under the entire 
structure, . 

In polities he isa Republican, and for upright- 
ness in dealing and honorable, straightforward act- 
ions he is without a peer. He rarely forgets the 
Golden Rule in his dealings with his fellow-man, 
and calls it his theologice creed. 
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ILLIAM COOK, farmer, is a resident on 
section 19, Bloomfield Township, and as he 
settled here in the early times, knows all 

about the hardships of a pioneer’s life. He is iden- 

tified with Clinton County in various ways, being 
one of the oldest and most stanch supporters of 
her advancement and prosperity. No improve- 
ment has fallen upon her at the hands of science 
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sees her to-day one of the most flourishing sections 
of the country, and remembers the time when she 
was in her infancy, weak and puny, ill-developed 
H and unimproved. Ie is eminently a self-made 
iy man, as he began life in limited circumstances, but 
=—=«! to-day is one of the most prosperous and successful 
men in the township, 

Mr. Cook was born in Lincolnshire, England, 
{i July 17, 1827, of poor but honest parents. Te 
| was obliged to go out to work when very young, 
a Wages were low, and when nearly grown he re- 
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or progress in which he has not rejoiced, and he. 





ceived but $30 per year. He was married, March 
5, 1849, to Jane Stutting, a native of Lincolnshire, 
England, who was born June 17, 1828. In 1849, 
accompanied by his young bride, who of all the 
world believed in his ability to succeed and gain a 
foothold, he They started 
directly for Wisconsin, going on a Tudson River 
and Erie ecanal-boat. Landing at Buffalo they 
went by the lakes to Milwaukee, and thence by 
teams to Dodge County, Wis. There he sought 
employment that would earn them a livelihood of 
any kind. Among other things he chopped wood 
at fifty cents per day. 
was also busily engaged at any- 


eame to America, 


In the meantime his com- 
panion and helper 
thing which would increase the family fund, In 
1855 they thought to better their condition by go- 
ing further West, and with oxen and wagon started, 
driving two cows, and in this way made an over- 
land journey to Minnesota, where they located in 
Fillmore County. He entered eighty acres of tim- 
ber land a few miles from Chatfield and made a 
claim on the prairie. Here he built a log house in 
the timber and broke forty acres of the prairie. 
This was the earliest settlement of that county, and 
Mr. Cook deserves the honor and sympathy of his 
present flourishing county in that he was the first 
man to open an estate. There were then no mar- 
kets for produce nearer than the river, which was 
sixty miles distant. The country was settled very 
slowly, and they therefore determined to retrace 
their steps toward the bounds of civilization. 
Accordingly this industrious couple sold out, and, 
with a pair of horses and a wagon, started for 
Iowa, driving one of the cows which they had 
taken from Wisconsin, Buying sixty acres of 
wild land, which included their present farm, he 
paid $10 per acre, and was obliged to sell his 
horses to make the payment on the land, THe then 
hired money at 20 per cent interest to buy a pair 
of oxen, He sold butter for seven cents per pound, 
and eggs at three cents a dozen, the nominal price 
at that time, to pay the interest. The discourage- 
ments which confronted this pair were countless, 
but they never faltered in their determination, and 
perseverance eventually won the day. ‘To-day 
Mr. Cook has a well-stocked farm containing 160 
acres of land, all enclosed and improved and with 
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pasture land, The small shanty that first served 
for shelter, has been replaced by a substantial 
frame house, where Mr. Cook and his wife live at 
Looking at the companion of his life 





their ease. 
as their pioneer days come hefore them, when they 
were struggling with poverty hand to hand, Mr. 
in her “a woman nobly planned, to 
They wonder 


Cook sees 
warn, to comfort and command.” 
much at the people of the present day who, sur- 
rounded by all the comforts of life, complain of 
hard times, and at the young people who desire 50 
frequently to begin at that point in life where 
their grandparents left off. 

To Mr. Cook and wife were born five children, 
four of whom are now living and in good cireum- 
stances. Thomas C, lives in Kansas; George A. 
is a resident of Fremont County, Iowa; Mary A. 
is the wife of Levi Stayman, and lives in Pottawat- 
tamie County, Lowa, and William lives upon and 


manages the homestead. 
Ap $00 F050 F088 


OBERT THOMAS, formerly of Clinton Tp., 
was born in Digby, Nova Scotia, in 1790, 
of Welsh parents, and came to Schenectady, 

>)N. Y., about 1800. He was married in 

[810 to Betsey Elizabeth Cady, in Utica, that State. 

She was born in Schoharie County, N. Y., about 

1788, of Holland-Dutch parents, The following is 

a record of their children: George N. was born 

June 10, 1812; Jane Anne, March 10, 1815; Eliza 

A., Aug. 20,1817; Maria, Sept. 21, 1819; William, 

April 11, 1828; Charles, March 5, 1820; Robert, 

Jr., Oct, 8, 1828; Silas, May 14, 1852. New York 

was the native State of all the children. 

Robert Thomas, with his family, came to Chicago, 
IIL, in May, 1855, and consequently was one of its 
early settlers. He worked there at his trade, that 
of » wheelwright and carpenter, for about two 
years, and then, with his family removed to the 
west bank of the Mississippi, and in February, 
1837, made a claim on section 11, Clinton ‘Town- 
ship, by felling two trees crosswise, and on which 
claim a part of the family are living at this time. 
He was a pioneer of this county and passed through 
all the trials incident to the settlement of an unde- 
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veloped country. He erected the customary log- 
house, and during the first year of his residence 
here raised some corn and vegetables. Flour and 
meal were purchased from river boats which came 
from Saint Louis, and which was so badly heated 
and eaked as to be almost worthless as an article of 
food. Hence, as a matter of economy and luxury, 
they manufactured their corn into m “al in a 
wooden water-mill which was run by hand-power, 
They also made meal from green corn by cutting it 
ona jack-plane and then drying it. They sweetened 
their coffee by the boiling of pumpkins and squeez- 
ing them through a sack and boiling the juice to a 
syrup, which was known as pumpkin molasses. 
Their substitutes for tea were leaves of red-toot, and 
for coffee corn and peas were used, The first saw- 
mill in the county was built by Robert Thomas and 
Mr. Owen, It was located on the creek now known 
as Mill Creek, about three miles north of Camanche. 
Soon afterward they made it the first gristmill by 
putting in a set of three-foot stones to grind wheat 
and corn. The first wheat Mr. Thomas had 
threshed by a machine, he paid eight cents a bushel. 
for the threshing, two cents a bushel for ferrying it 
across the river to Albany, Ill, and sold it for 
twenty-nine cents a bushel. 

Robert Thomas continued to reside upon the 
land on which he located in 1837 until his demise, 
which occurred April 9, 1864, on the old home- 
stead, after he had attained the venerable age of 
seventy-four years. His good wife survived him 
eight years and departed this life Sept. 28, 1872, 
aged cighty-four years, Of their children, Robert 
Thomas, Jr, died Aug. 15, 1840, in this county; 
and Silas died Feb, 28, 1875. 

Charles Thomas, offspring of Robert and Betsey 
Klizabeth (Cady) Thomas, was born in Lewis 
County, N. Y., in March, 1825. He remained on 
the parental homestead, assisting in the labors on 
the farm and attending the old log schoolhouse of 
the pioneer day, until 1852. He then crossed the 
plains to California, and there lived, variously occu- 
pied, until the fall of 1856. On his way home he re- 
mained in San Francisco eight days, to witness the 
execution of Hetherington and Brace by the Vig- 
ilant Committee, for the murder of Drs. Baldwin 
and Randall, It was estimated that there were 












25,000 vigilants unider arms the day they were exe- 
cuted, which to Mr. Thomas was a remarkably grand 
sight. The same committee banished eight of the 
Yank Sullivan and Mulligan ballot-box stuffers, be- 
ing sent in irons from San Francisco on the same 
vessel on which Charles Thomas sailed on his re- 
turn home, and three of them were left on the Isth- 
mus and five were brought to New York. Charles 
‘Thomas made the trip back to this county in safety, 
and in February, 1858, was united in marriage with 
Miss Sarah Ellen Little. She was born in County 
Farmanagh, Ireland. Her father was Francis Lit- 
tle, born in the same county, and was parish clerk 
and schoolmaster in Ahadrunsee, Parish of Clones. 
He was married to Margaret Clark in June, 1814. 
She departed this life in February, 1853; and _ he, 
March 27, 1861, and they were both buried at 
~Ahadrunsee. Their family of children was as fol- 
{| lows: David, born March 28, 1815; William, Dec. 
7, 1817; Lucey, Jan. 6, 1819; Mary Jane, Feb, 23, 
1820; Francis, Feb. 25, 1822; Margaret, born Feb, 
25, 1824; died Feb. 8,1858; Anne, born Oct. 105 
1825, died July 6, 1846; Robert, born March 10, 
1829,; and Sarah Ellen, Oct. 4, 1835. All the chil- 
dren came to this country at different times and 
settled in different places. 
Charles Thomas has continued to reside in this 
county since his marriage, and has been almost con- 
tinuously engaged in the vocation of a farmer. Of 
4) his.union with Miss Little, six children have been 
ee two sons and four daughters, uamely: Fran- 
is, Margaret, Benjamin, Lucy, Fannie and Nellie. 
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v—) KR. NORTHROP. Prominent among the 
_ pioneers of Bloomfield Township and those 
—4) men of Clinton County who are noteworthy 
{for having settled within its boundaries before any 
“i sound of ax or hammer or toiling industry broke 
t. o the g lorious stillness of “ God's first temples,” is 
hie, the subject of this biography. He was born in 
rH | Fairfield, Franklin Co., Vt., Feb. 12, 1821. The 
ee. poaibatier of KE. R. was Amos Northrop, of Con- 
We necticut, who emigrated to Vermont with two 
ht brothers, being among the earliest settlers of Frank- 


5 ' eee ‘He bought timber land on Fairfield 
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Ridge. He then selected a farm from the wilder- 
ness, and would have given the better efforts of his 
manhood toward settling the county but for the 
summons, home, which came in 1849, and, 
true soldier of the cross, he responded to the “g@en- 
eral roll-eall.” He had reached the age of eighty- 
three years and had toiled long in the world’s great 
harvest field. 

The father of our subject, Isaac Northrop, was 
born and grew to manhood in Fairfield, Vt. He 
there inarried Mary Rice. a native of Brookfield, 
Mass. Buying a part of the homestead he settled 
there, and died in 1827. ~~ is wife survived him 
nine years, dying mn 1856, Five children were 
born to them, of whom our subject was the eldest. 
Kmily married I, Ames, and died in Maquoketa; 
ras a soldier in the Civil War and dis- 
tinguished himself for bravery; he died in the 
siege of Vicksburg; Horace lives in Woodbridge, 
‘al.; Deborah died young, and Isaac lives in Jack- 
son County, Lowa, 

K. R. Northrop was six years of age when his 
father died, and he went to live with his uncle, 
Emery Rice, who lives at Saint Albans. There he 
attended the public schools and the academy, and 
his Yankee spirit enabled him to become a good 
scholar. At the age of twenty-one he commenced 
teaching, and after that taught eight successive 
winters. ‘The first three were spent in Vermont, 
the next in New York, and the last two in Wal- 
worth County, Wis. In the meantime he learned 
the trade of chair-making, in Lockport, N.Y. In 
1847, he went.to Wisconsin, as before stated, and 
taught two terms of school in Walworth County, 
and worked one summer at his trade, at Beaver 
Dam, In April, 1849, he came to Iowa and located 
at Maquoketa, In the same spring he entered 160 
acres of land on sections 5 and 6, Bloomfield 
Township. He returned to New York, and was 
married at Middleport, Niagara Co., Sept. 22, 1849, 
The other contracting party in this matrimonial 
alliance was Miss Antoinette Maker. She was born 
in that town, and was the daughter of John and 
Eliza (Hitchcock) Maker, He returned immedi 
ately to Maquoketa and lived there till 1853, when 
he removed to the farm which he now occupies. 

Mr. Northrop first began to improve his farm in 
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1851, and in 1853 he built thereon a neat ancl 
convenient frame house. This he occupied till 
L884, when he built his present residence. 
modern style of architecture, is 
pleasantly located, and Commands an extensive 
[lis land is all enclosed and under the high- 
He has plenty of pasture land on 
owns, and he is one 


This is 


erected after a 


view. 
est cultivation. 
which are grazing the stock, he 
of Clinton County’s best known and highly success- 
ful citizens and farmers. ‘To their pleasant little 
home circle have 
T., born April 24, 1556, 
and resides in Sac County, 
who at the present time is in California. 


Iowa; and Cora ‘OF 
’ 9 


Mr, and Mrs. Northrop are members of the Meth-_ 


odist Episcopal Church, and labor heartily to for- 
ward the just principles of an undefiled religion. 
those attributes of true manhood 
which enforce public respect, and has served as 
Justice of the Peace in Maquoketa. He was also 
one of the first Assessors In Bloomfield ‘Township, 
to which office he was elected several terms. Ile 
has a deep and abiding interest in educational mat- 
progress made in this 


He possesses 


ters, and is proud of the 


direction. He has served many times as Secretary 
of the School Board. — In politics he is a Repub- 
lican, 


et iG) 


=) BENEZER CROUCH, farmer, residing on 
= section 21, Bloomfield ‘Township, is a native 
of Ohio, born in Harrison County, in June, 


1825. Ilis father, Robert Crouch, was a native of 
> wal P . . 
Pennsylvania and: was born in Washington County, 


ry. 7 f " 
Ihe grandfather of our subject, also named Rob-- 


ert Crouch, was also a native of Pennsylvania, and 
the great-grandfather of Ebenezer Crouch was a na- 
tive of Germany, who came to America with two 
brothers and settled in Pennsylvania, Ile spent the 
last years of his life in that State. 

The second Robert Crouch moved to Ohio about 
1805, going down the Ohio River in a flatboat, and 
was one of the first to settle in Harrison County. 
He bought timber land and cleared a farm, liv- 
ing in that section of country till 1833. He then 
sold and moved to Morgan County, entering Goy- 


-ernment land and clearing a farm from what was 
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been given two children—Landon 
\ ‘ + : : 
who married Alice Lary, 
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‘ndeed a wilderness. ‘There he lived until called to 
a better life. ‘The maiden name of Mrs. Crouch, | 
his wife, was Ann Grey. She’ was born in Penn- 
sylvania, and was the mother of three sons and two 
Our subject is the second child in or- ; 
der of birth in his father’s family, and the eldest 
son, Te attended the pioneer school and helped ji) 
his father on the farm, living with his parents until 
he was twenty-six years of age, when he was mar- 
ried to Sarah Sutton, who was born in Fayette 
County, Pa., and is the daughter of James and 
Martha (Thompson) Sutton, Te rented land in 
Ohio till 1860, and then coming to Iowa, he lo ‘ated 
in Jackson County, where he leased land for five 
years, At the expiration of that time he purchased 
the farm he now occupies, paying for the same 
at the rate of $6 per acre, 
ent in mixed husbandry. 

Mr. and Mrs. Crouch are the parents of three 
children—Phebe, Harriet and Sarah A. They are 
congenial neighbors and friends, endowed with large 


daughters. 


peeboiteit here 


Sad beeeeaeehbaee 


He is engaged at pres- 


hospitality and are considered good citizens and 
esteemed and respected people. 
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AA ATTHLAS KOLB, a retired farmer of Clin- 
ton County, living on section 19, Sharon 
Township, was born in Darmstadt, Ger- 
many, Aug. 12, 1813. His education, 

which he received in the old country, was an ex- 
cellent one, and he has taught German schools in 
the United States since coming to this Republic. 
Ife was a farmer by occupation and worked by-the 
day in the old country, In the year 1851 he 
crossed the ocean, being thirty-six days on the 
voyages He started from Havre, and landed at 
New York City. In this place he worked for some 
three years, and at the close of that period removed 
to Dutchess County, that State. There he labored 
in the marble works, and for the next three years 
was 6mployed at sawing marble slabs, | | 

In the spring of 1858 Mr. Kolb came to Jones— 
County, where he rented land, At the end of six 
years he purchased forty acres, for which he gave 
$400, and in two years he again bought forty acres, 
paying $800, ° He then bought forty acres of tim- 
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OHN GOTLIEB GOHLMANN, The an- 
nals of Clinton County, which holds upon its 
record so many worthy men and citizens and 
prosperous and successful farmers, would be 

j {incomplete if the name of our subject were omitted. 

i)/He isa man who from small beginnings has worked 
nae his way steadily upward, and, by his own unaided 

2 efforts and natural ability, attained that success 

==Which is only the fortune of the few to enjoy, He 

mi ‘is a prominent agriculturist, residing on section 24, 

a Waterford Township, and was born near Haders- 

“leben, forty-eight miles north of Sleswick, Germany, 
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' ber, and now owns 120 acres Of land. THe is now 
living in retirement on the farm, with the honest 
consciousness of labor performed and good deeds 
accomplished, and is in his eighty-third year. 
Our subject was married to Margaret Shoemaker 
Noy, 22, 1840. She was born in Germany, July 
, 22,1818. In his home relations Mr. Kolb has been 
; blest and prospered, and three children have been 
7 added to his family circle: Anna M. married Mr. 
~ Ee Charles Hasel, and lives in Alameda County, Cal. ; 
- Bs Margaret, Mrs. Henry W. Bryon, is a resident of 
iV: ={\\{|| Guthrie County, Iowa, and Andrew married Miss 
. Katie Pecht, and removed to California in 1885; 
| he is a farmer by occupation. My, Kolb has thir- 
my teen grandchildren, Mr, Kolb has-one brother in 
y a this country, whose name is Peter; he is eight years 
=x his junior. 
' Our subject is a devoted, useful member of the 
ae Dutch Reform Church, and in? politics is a Repub- 
< lican. He came to America a poor man, without 
a means Of subsistence beyond what he daily earned. 
Ce For the first few years his life was a hard one, filled 
4 with struggles and poverty, but eventually his 
+e dauntless spirit prevailed, and he now has a com- 
ie ql petency, and boasts of the fact that he never paid 
" | =I5 =| # cent of interest in his life. He is highly respected 
for | i and esteemed by his friends and neighbors, and 
- | i shows that one may accomplish much by unfailing 
- rig hi j, Perseverance and the dogged energy which never 
Ck gy Cris S| 
x 4. : qs gives up the ship. 
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Sept. 16, 1828. Ile is the son of John Christopher 
and Christina Sophia (Holgersehsen) Gohlmann. 

The father of our subject was a farmer, and fol= 
lowed that avocation in Holstein, now Sleswick-Hol- 
stein, till 1853. At the expiration of that time he 
came to America and lived with his children, He died 
in Waterford Township in 1877, aged eighty years. 
Ilis wife died in her native land in March, 1847, 
There were born of the union of Mr. and Mrs. 
GohImann, Sr., five children, all of whom came to 
America, Our subject is the first child in order of 
birth; Mathias lives near Sabula; Christina, wife of 
Julius Langheim, lives Charlotte; Henry lives 
near De Witt, and August at Goose Lake, 

Our subject attended school until he attained the 
age of sixteen years. He was then employed at 
agricultural pursuits till 1849, when he entered the 
army of the Revolution in Germany and served two 
years. In 1851 he came to America, setting sail 
from Hamburg, and landed at New York after a 
voyage of thirty-eight days. 





Ie came directly to 
Davenport and worked at farming through the sum- 
mer at $6 per month, In the fall of that year he 
went to Jackson County, and, in company with his 
brother, bought 200 land near Sabula, 
There were 30 acres broken and a small frame and log 
house constituted the improvements. They started 
West with one pair of horses and one cow. ‘There 
he lived and farmed in company with his brother 
till 1855, when he sold to him and came to Water- 
ford ‘Township. He then settled on the farm he 
now owns and occupies, which had about four acres 
broken and on which was erected a small frame 
house. He now has 400 acres all under cultivation, 
and his residence is a good and substantial one. 
His farm buildings are extremely convenient and 
commodious, anda handsome stone house replaces 
the frame building, His farm is stocked with 
horses, cattle, hogs and sheep, all of the highest 
grades. Ie was married, July 6, 1856, to Cather- 
int Moellerstedt, who lived in Hadersleben, and 
they are the parents of five children, namely: Chris- 
topher, living in Berlin Township; Mathias, in the 
same; Theodore, at home; Marie, wife of Mathias 
IIman, they reside at Charlotte. The last child is 
John, who lives at Sabula. Mr, and Mrs. Gohlmann 
are members of the Lutheran Church, which they aid 
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in supporting and to which they are loyal adher- 
ents. | 

In politics Mr. Gohlmnann was formerly a Re- | 
publican but now is & Democrat in sentiment. He 
igone of the most highly esteemed gentlemen of 
this county. 

A fine lithographic view of the handsome stone 
farm buildings and some of the stock of 





residence, 
Mr. Gohlmann is shown on another page of this 
work. 


L. ON: NORMAN BOARDMAN, whose por- 
\) trait appears on the opposite page, was born 
‘1 Morristown, Lamoille Co., Vt., April 30, 
~ 1813. His father, Ozias Boardman, with 
three brothers, Elisha, William and Alfred, accom- 
panied by their mother, emigrated to Vermont, in 
the year 1793, from Canaan, Conn, The grand- 
father of our subject, who had died before that time, 
had purchased a right of land in Vermont from a 
relative who had surveyed the northern part of that 
State. Ozias Boardman, at the age of twenty, led 
the way alone to the new home and found the land 
excellent and lying on the bank of the Lamoille 
River, where he made his home and was soon 
afterward married to Lydia Whitney, who, with her 
parents, had emigrated from Massachussetts. 

The subject of this notice is the youngest of 
three brothers. Almond, the eldest, is living on the 
old homestead. The two youngest, Norman and 
Fidelia, graduated at the Johnson Academy, and it 
was there that they learned the rudiments of Gov- 
ernment, National, State, County and Township or- 
ganizations, and our subject became so much inter- 
ested that he ever afterward took a lively interest 
in public affairs. About this time a debating asso- 
ciation was organized, holding its meetings alter- 
nately at Morristown and Hyde Park. Mr, Board- 
man always attended and took part in the discus- 
sions, and some of the members of that society have 
since taken active interest in political matters and 
held high Governmental positions, Up to his 
twenty-fifth year Mr. Boardman expected to be a 
farmer, and remained on the old homestead, but at 
that age some of his older associates had adopted 
professions and started off successfully, and it 
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aroused his ambition, and he more than half con- ni 
cluded to change his intent, but finally decided to i =ar: 
at least see the Western country before adopting a (ie 1 
profession, Having realized a few hundred dol- ay 
lars from 2 small real-estate investment, May mit, = 
1837, he left home and arrived at Buffalo, N. Y., on nie 
the 18th. Remaining there for two days he pushed & 

on to Detroit, where they hired a team to take 

them to Chicago. He passed through Southern 
Michigan when it was but very sparsely settled. 

The roads were almost impassable. Arriving at the 

village of Chicago, they found it nothing more nor 

less than & mud hole with only about 2,500 inhab- 

itants. No sidewalk was in the place except a few 

loose planks on Waterand Lake streets. Mr, B. sent 

his trunk to Joliet and the next day started south 

on foot to visit some cousins who had located at a 

grove some thirty miles from Chicago, now Crete. 

After visiting his friends at Crete for a few days, 

he started across the prairie on foot, not a house or 

tree to be seen, on his. way to Joliet, twenty-five 

miles distant. ‘There he found his cousin, William 

A, Boardman, with whom he had spent his boy- 

hood days. Ie read law and was admitted to the 

bar at Saint Albans, Vt., about eighteen months 
previous to that time, and was now prepared to en- 

ter upon the practice of his profession in the thriv- 

ing little village of Joliet. 


It was larger than Chi- 
ago at that time and much more inviting, and he 
concluded that his success would be more marked 
by swinging his shingle at that place. After mak- 
ing a start he took a stage to La Salle and from 
there went by boat as far as Naples, thence across 
the country to Quincy, which had only about 200° 
inhabitants. From there he took a boat down the 
Mississippi as far as Louisiana, Mo. As the boat 
did not stop at that place our subject was put into 
a canoe, with his trunk, and pulled to the shore by 
two darkies, in the night-time. Wandering up town 
with his trunk on his shoulder he discovered a place 
to stop. The town was nothing but a few log huts 
and the hotel, He found the host to be a Massachus- 
etts man, and from him he learned that his unele, 
Dr. Ralph ‘Tinker, had a plantation ahout twenty 
miles from there, near Bowling Green. In the 
morning he started for his place. ‘They were over- 
joyed to see him, as they had left the Green Mount- 
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ain State some twenty years before, and had seen | he began to turn his thoughts toward a larger field 
‘none of their relations since. for operation, and early in the spring of 1852, took 
Our subject procured a school and entered upon | a trip to Saint Paul, Minn,, stopping at that place 
the duties of a teacher. He boarded with a Mr. | about a week, during which time he visited Saint 
and Mrs. Biggs, whose daughter, his cousin, Dr. | Anthony Falls, He became acquainted with Gov. 
Tinker, had married. Closing his school in Octo- | Ramsey, and returned with him as far as Winona, 
ber, he started for Saint Louis, his uncle and aunt | Returning, Mr. B. stopped at Dubuque, and also at 
going with him, and there he purchased nine bales | Peoria, IIL, and returned to Vermont in time to at- 
of Buffalo robes, paying therefor $404, and took | tend the general term of court, 
them with him via the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers Soon afterward he went to work to dispose of his 
and Miami Canal to Cleveland and thenee home. | property and close up his legal business. Just pre- 
1t was soon noised about that he had been among | vious to Mr, Boardman’s emigration West,» Dr, 
the Indians and had purchased the robes from them, | Downs came to ‘Troy to visit his father, and learn- 
and it was such an advevtisement for him that he | ing that Mr, Boardman was about to emigrate, per- 
readily sold them at a good profit, As our sub- | suaded him to go to Lyons, Lowa, near which Dr. m 
_ ject’s parents were getting well along in years, he | Downs had a farm, and they ‘mutually agreed to 
much regretted leaving them, as he would be | meet there on the Ist day of September following, 
obliged to do-if he changed his profession in life, | and then explore the country, Accordingly, in 
3) and while he was meditating upon this matter he | July, 18453, Mr. Boardman, accompanied by his 
persuaded his oldest brother to take charge of the | family, went as far as Stockholm, N. Y,, where he % 
old homestead, and our subject entered the land | left his wife in charge of her parents and proceeded : 
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— office of Hl. P. Smith, at Ilyde Park. After re- | on his journey, arriving in Lyons on the 28th of 
maining with him for about one’ year he went to | August. There he found a beautiful site for a 
: cl Saint Albans, where, in addition to office work he |. town, with a few scattering tenements, but nothing 
uf could have the advantage of hearing law lectures, | very inviting in the way of enterprise, The old 
~ He was admitted as an attorney at the September | town had been platted as far west as Sixth street, 
term of 1839, and returning home to Morristown | and all the rest was in ten-acre lots and under ecul- 
if spent one month with his parents and friends, tivation, The situation did not give Mr. B. cour- 
lt On Noy. 1, 1839, Mr. B. opened a law office at | age suflicient to induce him to make purchase in 
|| ‘Troy, Orleans Co., Vt., where he rapidly rose in | the town at that time, but during the fall of that 

public favor and secured a good practice. He was | year he bought of the Government several sections 
ime , offered a nomination for the General Assembly, | of land in Clinton County. At this time but very few 

ee but at that time refused it, thinking that it would | frame houses had been erected in Clinton County 
ot Ie | _ interfere with his business. and but very little of the land cultivated, and that 

il | l in Tn 1845, during President Polk’s administration, | indifferently, Clinton had no existence, and Ca- 
Mr. B. was appointed Deputy Collector of Cus- | manche and De Witt were both far in advance of 
_ toms, and held the position until September, after | Lyons, and Maquoketa surpassed all of them put 
i the inauguration of President Taylor. In 1849 he | together, Dr. Downs did not arrive until about 
me ai was nominated by the Democratic party for State’s | the middle of September, and when he did come 
‘ Attorney, and as his party was in the minority he there was so much sickness in and around Lyons, 
a ren a forlorn hope, but when the votes were | that the Doctor had all he could do until October, 
corinted it was found that he had four majority | He then went as far north as Dubuque, and after 
ibd oO Biv iiss: great opponent, John L. Edwards, In his | tarrying there a while went to Independence, then 

"i | candidacy for re-election he was defeated by six- | Cedar Falls and Waterloo, and then down the Ce- 

ii teen votes, his opponent being William Dickerman, | dar River to Vinton and Cedar Rapids, and from 
a} 1) one of the most prominent and eloquent Whig at- | there to Lowa City. At the latter place he obtained 
7 pe State. It was about this time that | the plat of the vacant land in Clinton County. 
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CLINTON COUNTY. 











They found the country west to Cedar River quite 


as much settled as Clinton County. 

The change of climate and exposure soon had its 
effect upon Mr, Boardman, and with all the skill of 
Dr. Downs, the chills and fever were not broken, 
and becoming alarmed at having a “shake ” every 
day, he started East, though hardly able to be out 
of bed. As he was on his way the chills and ague 
left him, and he arrived at Potsdam considerably 
improved in health, In January of the following 
year, he closed the remnant of his business there, 
and concluding that he was unable to endure the 
Western climate, he located at Potsdam, where he 
engaged in the practice of his profession with Judge 
Wallace, and also eontracted for the building of 
residences, Early in the spring of that year our 
subject received a letter from Dr. Downs that he 
could sell some of the land they had purchased: at 
#1.25 per acre for $5.00 per acre. This induced 
Mr. B. to make another visit, with a view to make 
further purchase, On his return to Lyons he found 
that village building up rapidly and full of emi- 
erants, and after a week or so spent in that place, in 
company with Dr. Downs, William II. Gibbs and 
Mr. Hess, he went to Mitchell County, having 
learned that the lands there had just been thrown 
upon the market, but besides entering a tract of 
land themselves, they formed a project of starting a 
town in the locality, with the hope of making it the 
county seat. They spent about a week in the 
county, looking it all over, but could get no  foot- 
hold until they arrived at what is now Osage. Here 
they made a purchase of eighty acres, which they 
platted and named Osage in honor of Orin Sage of 
Ware, Mass., a partner of Mr. Gibbs. On their re- 
turn they stopped at the land office at Dubuque 
and entered about 1,000 acres each of Government 
land, which they had selected in the central part of 
Mitchell County, They also had a description as to 
what inducements could be held out to enable Sen- 
ator Jones to obtain an order locating a new land- 
office at Osage, It was also soon after arranged to 
employ Judge Leflingwell to visit lowa City and to 
obtain a change of the county lines from the Legis- 
lature then in session, by adding a tier of townships 
on the south side of the county. ‘The project par- 
tially sueceeded, as they obtained a tier of half a 
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‘then, for the company had not yet obtained con- 
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township. Returning to Lyons Mr, B. bought one- IY ay 
fourth of Stumbaugh’s addition to the city, it having Hee - 
been laid out in lots from a wheat field on the west [59> 
side of Lyons, the spring before. During the lat- % | i 
ter part of November he returned to Potsdam, and i ea = 
early the following April received urgent calls from b 
Lyons. He consequently reached there the first/=)* 
week in May and found that Lyons was organized ‘Bh 
into a city government, and had elected C. H. Toll “4? 
Mayor. ‘The people were much excited, and if was 
rumored that an effort was being made to bmild a 
town below Lyons, and while Mr. Boardman was 
investigating the foundation of the rumor, Dr. 
Downs privately informed him that a company had 
been formed in February, with C. H. Toll among 
them, to build a town three miles south of Lyons, 
and make the railroad crossing there. Tle advised 
Mr. Boardman to sell his interest in Lyons, but said 
he need not be in any hurry as there would be a 
better time ina month or six weeks to sell than 
tracts for all the land they would need. Mr, 
Boardman still had confidence in Lyons, but he 
nevertheless sold a part of his lotsat that place and 
secured about one-third of the amount he had in- 
vested, and by the middle of July had disposed of 
enough to pay for his original investment there, 
During that month, sure enough, as Dr. Downs had 
predicted, Judge Resner, Judge Williams and sev- 
eral others, came to the hotel in Lyons and pro- 
claimed that they had bought several farms below 
and had laid out a town where the railroad would 
cross. ‘This of course operated as a “ wet blanket ” 
on Lyons, and the people found out that Mayor 
Toll was in the scheme, and they were as foolish in 
making him Mayor as the Trojans were in introdue- |! 
ing the modern host into their city. 

Mr. Boardman now returned to his family at Pots- 
dam, and they, preferring to come West to having 
him absent from home so much, he closed out his — 
land partnership, exchanged his home for lands in 
the West, and Sept. 25, 1855, found them all at Ly- 
ons. In the meantime the people of Lyons had not — car) 
been idle, but with one S$, S$. Jones, who came there nin | 
that fall, they projected a line of railroad to Maquo- jj) - 
keta and thence westerly to the Missouri River, and | 
during the winter bf 1856-57, with the aid of said Fm) 
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, Jones, actually succeeded in having included in the | ruptey of 1857, caused real estate to depreciate at a 
| . Omnibus Land Bill one to include their line, called | least one-half in value. Mr, Boardman perceiving the ay 
Dw. the Central Air Line. The bill became a law in | state of affairs, shrewdly began to sell lots, taking 1 
4 = 1857, and the contract was let in the spring, and | whole stocks of goods of all kinds and receiving in Ay 
1 r about half the grading from Lyons to Maquoketa less than a year $18,000 or $20,000 in value. Build- i 
‘* | was done by the first of September of that year, | inga store at Anamosa, he, with a partner, and a few ty 
, The great financial panic occurring at this time, | goods purchased in market, opened the business i 
3 x caused a suspension of work on the road, and the | house, and being enabled to pay debts, so avoided w 
OF Fi contractors, not proving to be responsible, refused | the bankruptey that was the fate of so many real 
+ A = to resume work. As the work was progressing, Ly- | estate men of that time. ‘Hl 
vx SE ons had a boom, property rapidly inereasing in Mr. Boardman is Republican in polities and for ic 
‘” s “| value. Mr. Boardman during this time sold most | a number of years was Alderman of Lyons, and was ry 
- of his property at a large profit, some of it, how- | elected from Lyons as a member of the first and 1H 
. ever, he lost by subscription to the Air Line Rail- | seeond Board of Supervisors, He was the author Ey 
aaa road, in which he purchased stock. During the | of many reforms in expenses of the county govern- | : 
am summer of 1856 our subject had not been idle. | ment. In September, 1861, he was nominated for | 
Land warrants had been sent him by acquaintances, | State Senator and elected by a majority of 1,100, §- 


and proceeding to Council Bluffs to the land office, 
he succeeded, with the aid of Mr. G. M. Dodge, the 
noted General afterward under Gen, Grant, in plac- 
ing them. Mr. Dodge was the engineer who was 
locating the railroad across the continent, and up 
to the 30th of May, some 3,000 acres were placed, 
when the order from the Government came taking 
the land out of market. Crossing the State of 
Iowa to Lyons, traveling overland, he remained at 
home a few days, then, accompanied by a friend, 
started for Anamosa, where he purchased several 
tracts of land which he divided into lots, and owing 
Ie to the Southwestern Railroad from Dubuque com- 
ing through and proving a success, it advanced 

price rapidly. The Air Line was suspended. 
Meanwhile the town below Lyons had not built up 
fast, but owing to the interest of some wealthy men 
in the Kast, who held land in the country over 
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material for ten miles of it, it was through their influ- 
ence ordered laid by the Legislature in the winter of 
=> 1858, and the attempted Air Line was transferred 
“to the Clinton Line, with the condition that the 
4) company should build a railroad between Clinton 
and Lyons and run regular trains to Lyons; and 
the land grant was transferred from the Air Line to 
==) the Cedar Rapids and Missouri Railroad, 
~The years of 1858-59-60 were gloomy ones for 
. Towa, as the crops failed there three years in sue- 
iyi and this, following the panic and bank- 
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which the road was to run, and who had purchased: 







ina vote of not quite 3,000, This result was said to 
be not wholly from personal popularity, but that 
through him Lyons hoped to protect her interests, 
The Railroad Bill which sought to relieve the rail- 
road company from building the branch to Lyons, 
which was passed through the House before the first 
session of the Assembly, failed to get through the 
Senate through the watchful care of Mr. Boardman, 
though many schemes were resorted to in order to 
pass it; afterward the road was extended, 
his stay in Des Moines, our subject, was appointed 
Chairman of Committee on Schools, which was then 
an important committee. The State of Lowa had 
created some confusion while possessing the power of 
legislation, and squandered about %200,000 of the 
School Fund; at that time the whole fund amounted 
to $3,000,000. The School Fund consisted mostly 
of notes held against individuals who had bought the 
lands at the high figures of 1855-56, and now under 
the great financial stress then existing could not 
meet their obligations. M1, Boardman’s bill sought 
to extend the time of payment of the principal on 
their paying the interest promptly. While this bill 
was pending, Goy. Kirkwood called upon him to 
change the bill so as to collect the Fund and use it 
to carry on the Government, claiming that $%400,- 
000 of uncollected taxes were then on the books. 
He at first objected on the ground of sacrificing a 
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large share of the Fund, ruin to a large num- §)}) 
ber of worthy citizens, and also that a law 
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After long and earnest debate in a meeting 
called for the purpose to make it a party question, 
our subject stated his objection to the Opposing 
: party, -and the next ev ening after this caucus, Sena- 
Woolson and Burdick, to Mr. 
Boardman’s assistance, offering as a compromise 
that the Senate pass the bill as tt was, and if the 
House should amend it so that any moneys owing 
the Fund should be voluntarily paid, it could be 
taken for State Revenue and that bonds could be 
+ issued for it to the School Fund, This being set- 
tled the bill passed the next day in the Senate, and 
1 was concurred in by the House without amendment, 
d The Fund, which has been kept safe ever since, 
now amounts to between $4,000,000 and $5,000,000, | 
By persistent effort he also pushed through a bill 
4 for the of Amity College, m Page County. 
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= he made by which the taxes could be col- 
lected. 
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Notwithstanding physical disability he attended the 












| 
a meeting each day of the Committee on Ways and 
iE Means. ‘The Supreme Court susti ained tax sale titles, | 
if so that atthe end of two years the State Tres isury | 
1 had ample funds. | 
nf Mr. Boardman returned to his private affairs in 
ne: business, but took measures to assist in pominating 
ni Col. J. W. Smith, just from Southern prisons, for | 
ne his successor, and he was elected. 
Tee In 1868, having sold most of his real estate, Mr. 
ne B. purchased several thousand acres more in Lowa 
8 and N ebraska, from the Gover nment. In the spring | 





of 1869 there were a number of aspirants for Inter- 
nal Revenue Collector, but Congressman William 
Smith recommending Mr. B., he was appointed to | 
that office by President Grant in that year. He 
filled this position ably, collecting in small amounts, | 
in the Second District, about one and one-half mill- | 
| 
| 





—EEE = —- 
Pe tereseti tts) itr es titra 


ion dollars, and re aienlng at last his onerous office 
of his own accord, thus proving fallible the saying 
of LD rath Jefferson that ‘* Few die and none re- 
sign.” At the time he undertook the duties inci- 
dent to his office, the Revenue Service was demoral- 
ized, had numberless collec tors, the books were in 








frauded by the distilleries, but learning their secret 


Cal 


48 confusion, and Mr. Boardman was obliged to en- 

te gage an entire new set of deputies for the seven 
: counties of his district. In six years not a dollar | 
t was misappropriated, ‘The Service had been de- | 
| 
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methods, Mr. Boardman reported the same to the | 
Department at Washington, whereupon the Gov- 
ernment appointed new agents at Saint Louis, Chi- 
eago and Milwaukee, and then began the detection 
of the frauds. ‘They thus obtained evidence and 
seized and confiscated large numbers of distilleries. 
This was in 1874, and his legal knowledge proved 
of great advantage, his revenue decisions being 
uniformly sustained by the Commissioners at Wash- 
ington. In the practice of the law he was specially 
apt, and possessed force and earnestness that pro- 
duced conviction in his hearers, but he abandoned 
his profession on account of ill-health, and since 
holding the Collector’s position has done no public 
duty, but to serve once on the School Board of 
Lyons. 

In religious belief he has from youth held advanced 
ideas, and at the present day is a Free-Thinker, re- 
garding as special progress the loss of materialistic 
views, such as existed in the old-time orthodox 
churches. Although opposed to secret societies and 
reared with prejudice toward them, he, in February, 
1863, joined other good citizens of Lyons and organ- 
ized the first U nion League in Iowa, After that he 
spent the entire spring in locating lodges in the 
eastern part of the State, and at a meeting with 
other delegates at Waterloo, established a State 
League and was made its Vice-President. A year 
after he recommended that the State organization 
be discontinued and resigned his office. He left 
the Democratic party on the passage of the Kansas 
and Nebraska Bill, and promptly became a member 
of the Republican party on its organization, having 
assisted in holding one of the first meetings in 
Lyons. 

Mr. Boardman was married to Lydia Ann George 
in March, 1843, She was an orphan, having: lost 
her parents when an infant. She was reared by her 
grandparents and an elder brother, to whom she was 
much attached, who afterward emigrated to Minne- 
sota, becoming a State Senator, She was a faithful, 
uniable wife and much beloved, but died of con- 
suunption in little less than three years, leaving no 
children, In 1848 he married Miss Lois B. Knight, 
who was a resident of Saint Lawrence County, 
N. Y. She wasa lovely girl, of twenty years, and 
made a joyous and happy home for about nine 
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years, when she died at Lyons, isan soon after the 
birth of her youngest child. She left three 
Homer C., William K. and Charles D. In 
ary, 1858, Mr. Boardman re-married, his present 
wife being Miss Sarah M. Knight, though no rela- 
—FY\ tive of his second wife. She was tenderly reared at 
- = Jaffrey, N. H., and moved in the higher circles of 
oy society, possessing large numbers of friends. She 
Tresil has most devotedly and carefully reared to man- 
ie hood the three motherless boys entrusted to her care. 
|) Mr. Boardman gave them alla good academical ed- 
ucation, the youngest having a college and medical 
training, ‘They have all been prosperous and suc- 
cessful in life, and are engaged in industrial and 
mercantile pursuits in the central and western part 


of Iowa. 
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FO DWARD TAUBMAN, one of the pioneers 
ie of Bloomfield Township and a resident on 
section 11, was born on the Isle of Man, 

Oct. 24, 1833. His father, Thomas Taubman, was 
also a native of the Isle of Man, and spent his en- 
tire life there, dying at the age of eighty-two years. 
He was a brewer by trade and also engaged in 
farming, managing both branches of business at the 
same time. EKdward’s mother was Catherine Kewish, 
of the same island, and she, too, spent her entire 
life in that part of the country. There were eight 
children born to them: Thomas went to Australia 
and is now deceased; William lives near Plankin- 
| ton, Dak. ; Henry, living at Maquoketa; Margaret, 
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Catherine, the latter of whom married William 
|| Wade, and lives in Cuyahoga County, Ohio; Eliz- 
abeth married ‘Thomas Kneen, who died in Bloom- 
E que field ‘Township, in May, 1886, and John lives on 
hy ti the Isle of Man, 

A Our subject grew to manhood on his native Isle. 
UR He attended school continuously until he was fifteen 
Ian} Years old, .and afterward rendered assistance at 
“farm work. In 1853 he left his native land and 
} came to America. Ile set sail from Liverpool in 
| Bee #3] October, and after a voyage of eight weeks and two 
| iH days landed at New York. Two hundred of the 
. AM ny passengers died on the voyage of cholera. After 
Lifes "reaching his point of destination he went on to 
sear 
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Ohio, malig a stay of three weeks with friends in 
Summit County; then, leaving his wife there, he 
came to Maquoketa and engaged with J. KE. Good- 
enow, working with him till October, 1854. He 
then went back to Ohio for his wife. This was in 
the latter part of December, When he first 
to Maquoketa he entered eighty acres of land in 
Bloomfield Township, and hired a man to build a 
small frame shanty, which was only partly finished 
when he and his wife moved into it on their return 
from Ohio. Ie hired eight acres broken and put 
ina erop, then the following year, as he had no 
he worked only that 


Came 


team nor stock of any kind, 
amount of the land, Tere he has continued up to 
the present date, and his farm is now in a high 
state of cultivation, and on it is erected a good 
set of frame buildings. He has also purehased 
other land, and now has 240 acres highly improved 
and well stocked, 

Mr. ‘Taubman married, in 18538, Miss Margaret 
Teare, who was born on the Isle of Man, in Feb- 
ruary, 1832. ‘The outgrowth of this union has been 
nine children —Edward 'T., who lives at Aberdeen, 
Dak.; John, who lives in Bloomfield ‘Township; 
Kate, wife of John Phelps; William, attending 
school at Omaha, Neb.; Elizabeth, wife of Jobn 
Robinson, and lives in Welton ‘Township; Malva, 
now deceased; Elsie, attending school at Cedar 
Falls; James and Olive. The last two are at 
home. Malva was born Noy, 1, 1864, and died 
Sept. 22, 1885. She was a teacher in the publie 
schools; was an amiable and highly intelligent 
young lady, and was tenderly mourned at her de- 
cease, 

Mr. Taubman is a Republican in pblifiog: and 
valiantly supports his party. 
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A. LILLIE. Among the prominent citizens 
and retired men of Lyons who are note- 
©) worthy for responsibility of character and 
. ability as men, may be named the subject 
of our biography, who is noteworthy as one of its 
first and best residents and workers, 

Mr. Lillie is a native of Vermont and was born 
in September, 1824. Ie is the son of George and 
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Martha (Arnold) Lillie, natives of Vermont, who 
came to Ohio in 1832, and purchased land to the 
He died in Ohio in 1857 
and his wife came on to Iowa in the year 18098, 
and settled in Clinton County, at Wheatland, in 
the home of her son, Arthur. She was the mother 
of a family of seven children, four of whom are 
still living—Benjamin A., Arthur, Maria (now Mrs. 
Tucker) and Martin. 

The subject of this history remained at home 
until 1854, when, with a brother-in-law, he came to 
Clinton County in 1855, and purchased 860 acres 
of land, where he lived until 1851. This was un- 
cultivated prairie land, and contained a small frame 
house. He then had twenty acres broken, pay ing 
$3 per acre and the first crop was wheat and corn. 
Ile was pleased with lis success, and continued the 
cultivation of the land, with the exception of forty 


amount of 320 acres. 


acres, which he sold. 
$3,000, while residing 
deeply interested in stock. In {881 he retired 
from farming, renting his land and moving to 
Here he purchased twelve acres on Prairie 
street, and erected a house t and barn worth $2,500, 
bane he established himself permanently. 

He entered the matrimonial state in 1646, with 
Mary A, Medley, a native of Trumbull County, 
Ohio, and a daughter of William Medley. Mr. and 
Mrs. Lillie have been highly prosperous and sue- 
cessful in their life work, and have been ‘blest in 
their basket and store.’ They are the parents of 
a family of eight children—George, living in Mani- 
toba, is First Mate ona steamboat; Alice, now Mrs. 
Jackson, is a resident of Clinton County; Ida M., 
has been a teacher for fifteen years; Mary, now 
Mrs. Watson, is the mother of three children— 
Richard, Maud and Albert—the latter a resident of 
Lyons County, Towa, where he has established 
home for himself; Albert K, is a resident of Wash- 
ington Territory, and is engaged in farming; M. 
F. has taught six years, and is considered one of 
the most successful instructors in this region; 
Martha, now Mrs. Berner, has one daughter—Ida, 
a resident of Clinton, Iowa, and Maud is the 
youngest of the Lillie family. 

Politically Mr. Lillie is a Demoerat, and has 
held the office of County Supervisor and Super- 


and on the farm he was 


Lyons. 
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offices. He is one of the most able and helpful 
residents of Lyons, and takes a hearty interest in } 


He has belonged to the Board 


educational affairs. 


of Education for some length of time, but resigned brass 


his place some time since. He its connected with 
the Modern Woodmen of America, and is one of 


the Venerable Council of that order. 


Vo) DWIN OLSEN. Among the prominent and 

<) self-made men residing in Clinton County is 
LU 4 the subject of this biography, whose history 
is one that may tend to encourage the American 
youth who without money and friends seeks to be 
and to do something. Ilis home is situated on sec- 
tion 29, in Olive Township, and, though foreign to 
free America, he has given an example of what 
may be done by him who lands upon the shores of 
a land all unknown, friendless and without a dollar, 

Edwin Olsen was born in Stavanger Stift, Nor- 
way, Oct. 19, 1829. He attended school until he 
reached the age of sixteen years, then “engaged in 
farming and continued this until. 1853, 





when he 


left his country, and, fired by the thought of that 


freedom to be found in the far- -away land of peace 
and happiness to foreigners, he emigrated to Amer- 
ica. He set sail April 18, and landed at Quebee 
after a journey of five weeks and three days, He 
went directly to Lisbon, Kendall Co., UL, and lived 
there until 1859. He then came to Iowa and lo- 
Township. He 
bought forty acres of land on the northwest quarter 
of section 28, and built a small frame house, 
12x16. He then hegan farming with four cows 
and a pair of horses. Two years later he bought 
the forty acres adjoining, the southwest quarter of 
the northwest quarter of the same section, and has 
since bought the east half of section 29, His other 
land, also forty acres on section 29, was prairie 
land, but has been much improved and cultivated 
and supplied with good farm buildings, and he is a— 


proud and happy man in looking over his possessions. —j 


Mr. 
Betsy Olsen, also a native of Norway. 
had nine children, six of whom are living, 


Olsen married in Illinois, April 17, 1855, 
They have - 
cas fol- 
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: CLINTON 
4 lows: ‘Melinda, Eli, Maria, Annie, Libbie and 
- Peter. ° 

. Mr. and Mrs. 0. are faithful members of the 
i Lutheran Church. He is a Republican in polities. 
a Both are earnest members of society and endeavor 
_ by all good deeds and words to make their in- 
on fluence felt in the community to which they belong. 
we 
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H. JENCKS, the subject of this biography, 


raft-skiffs, He builds pleasure and duck 
boats and also engages in fishery. He has, besides, 
all small accompaniments, including oars and fish- 
ing tackle, made to order. His business location 
is at the foot of Seventh avenue on the Mississippt 
bank, and he is a first-class dealer in all kinds of 
river fish. 

Mr. Jencks, who has attained a fair competency, 
was born in New York in 1842, and is the son of 
Philip and Lemira (Sherwood) Jencks. ‘They were 
natives of Rhode Island, but moved to New York 
and settled in Steuben County. At that time 
Philip Jencks was engaged in manufacturing chains, 
but removed to Livingston County soon after, 
where he remained until 1852, the date of his de- 
mise. His wife died at Quincey, Ul, im 1879, 
They had a family of ten children, five of whom 
are still living as follows: Julia A., Rachel, Luther 
i) W., Lydia and William H, 

The subject of this biography remained under 
the parental roof until he was eleven years of age. 
He was then allowed to go to Pennsylvania, where 
he resided with a brother five years, and at the age 
of thirteen, so prompt and reliable had he proved, 
A) that he worked in a sawmill for three years. Mr. 

i) Jencks’ next movement was to go to the State of 
WS) Wisconsin, where he remained about one year and 
| where he attended school. Imbued with the spirit 
7 te of enterprise, he went back to Quincy, IIL, and en- 

«say! gaged at fishery. There he lived seven years, 
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Ye ngaged in pisiculture ever since, Te keeps three 
regular crews and fishing yachts, besides buying 
He ships ull over the country 
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to different dealers, as far West as Colorado and 
East to Ilinois. He has also engaged for some 
time in caring for the Government lights, one aut 
| Stony Point on the Illinois side, north of Clinton 
Railroad Iron Bridge, and the other at Ringwood, 
on the Iowa side, one mile and a quarter from his 
He is always faithful to his 
trust and in any emergency may be relied upon. 
Mr. Jencks was married to Angeline Martin in 
1869, who was the daughter of William Martin, na- 
tive of Illinois. Mr. and Mrs. Jencks have four 
children—Carrie B., Josie N., Allie M, and Nellie. 


place of business. 


is a skiff-builder and makes a specialty of | He resides at No. 112 Seventh avenue, and is one 


of the best-known, prominent and prosperous men 
of Clinton. 
and is reckoned among the representative men in 
this community. 


Ile excels in his chosen field of labor, 
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mM P. OLDS, manufacturer and builder, resid- 
ing at Clinton, has his place of business 
| situated at No. 210 Third avenue, Mr, 
Olds isa native of Saint Lawrence County, 
N. Y., and was born Sept. 20, 1839, and is the son 
of Moses and Mary (Miller) Olds, They both 
were originally from New York and had a family 
of five children, as follows: Carlos, who is doing 
a fine business in New York City and has a hand- 
some residence situated in Ogdensburg, N. Y-3 
John, who was accidentally killed while handling @ 
oun, leaving a wife; Mary, now Mrs. Lewis, has & 
home in Belvidere; Moses P. and Philo G, are the 
remaining children, 

Mr, Olds’ father was by trade a cooper, and fol- 
lowed farming besides. Both parents died in New 
York, The subject of this biography, their oldest 
son, remained at home until he was seventeen years 
of age, and received a practical education in the 
neighboring schools. He also worked about the 
home place and served three years in Saint Law- 
rence County, N. Y,, as apprentice to a carpenter, 
His business, which he had undertaken, he labored 
at for a time, then came to Clinton, Iowa, in L867. 
On the lot which he bought were many trees; he 
eut them and the shrubbery from it, leaving the 
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best, and at the present has one of the most at- 
tractive and pleasant places to be found in the 
beginning, 


township. This sprang from a small 


properly developed. He proved first-class at his 
oceupation and has kept a number of men em- 
ployed, 

Mr. Olds was married, Jan, 4, 
Jennett McLaren, a native of 
County, N. Y., and a daughter of Hugh and Kliza 
(Wright) McLaren, natives of New York, ‘They 
came to Iowa and settled in Clinton in 1867. They 
are now retired from active business, and feel the 
relief and pleasure of a past of content, They 
have reared two children to man and womanhood, 
namely: Mary A., now Mrs. Piper, and a resident 
of Clinton; Jeanette, now Mrs. Olds, Mr. Olds 
has two children, by name Grace and Albert B, 
Mr. Olds is 2 Democrat in politics, and upholds 
and supports his party with the energy with which 
He may be called one 


1861, to Miss 
Saint Lawrence 





he enters other enterprises. 
of Clinton County’s representative citizens. 


BRAM P. HOSFORD. ‘The late Abram 
P, Hosford was one of the foremost men in 
Clinton County for nearly thirty years. 
Ile died at his residence in Clinton, Sun- 
dey afternoon, Sept, 12, 1886, of heart disease, 
Which he had been afflicted with for some years. 
Ie was a native of Orange County, Vt., where he 
was born Dec, 8, 1811, and was a son of John and 
Lydia (Perkins) Hosford. They were descendants 
of an English family which was first known in the 
New England States, where three brothers made an 
surly settlement. Their names were Aaron, Elihu 
and Joseph, and from the latter sprung this line of 
descendants. Mr. John Hosford and wife were 
natives of Vermont and New Ilampshire respect- 
ively. He owned the Kings Eaton ferry-boat, 
which plied across the Connecticut River, and con- 
dueted the same for two years. He next rented a 
farm on which he worked five years and was nota- 
bly successful in his chosen vocation. Te then 
bought a large frame house which stood upon a 
forty-acre lot, and engaged in boarding the students 
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and all small beginnings may be made great if 


IIL, he believed it wiser to make it a home for the 


















































of Thetford Academy at $1 for meals per week; 
when other incidentals were included they received 
the nominal sum of $1.50. He continued at this 
for several years, then bought a farm in Lyme, N. 
H., and there remained until called home by death, , 
Jan. 24, 1839, at forty-seven years of age. His 
wife died Jan. 17, 1836. The family consisted of 
six children, five of whom survive, as follows: 
Fear 'T., Abram P., John H., Sophia B. and Mary H. 

The silent t of this history remained with his 
parents until he was twenty-four years of age, 
teaching school during the winters and assisting on 
the home place in the summer, after he was nine- 
teen years old, On attaining twenty-four years he 
went to Ohio and engaged as a pedagogue during 
the winter of 1835-36. Returning to Vermont he 
assisted on the home farm until autumn, then went 
to Baffalo and took passage on a steamboat for 
Chicago. He went, however, only to the mouth of 
the Maumee River, and there was obliged to leave 
his trunk and continue his journey on foot. Sue- 
ceeding in obtaining a position in La Salle County, 


present. He returned on foot for his baggage and 
took on his back a pack weighing twenty-eight 
pounds; with this he moved back to the home he 
had located in La Salle County, making thirty-five 
miles a day. Going through villages he would 
play the clarionet for the amusement of the people. 
Arriving at La Salle County, he bought 180 acres 
of land on which was a house and fourteen acres 
of the land broken. He accepted work the first 
winter cutting and building one mile of post and 
‘ail fence. In the spring of 1837, he went on his 
own land and began to cultivate it. Me bought 
two ox-teams and with a neighbor joined teams in 
breaking prairie. He continued on this piece of 
real estate until 1848. In the spring of 1849, he 
moved to five miles north of Ottawa, IlL., and 
bought 160 acres of land at $4 per acre, He paid 
down on this property $40, and in the spring fol- 
lowing sowed forty acres of wheat, He sold from 
this 1.200 bushels at fifty cents. This paid for his 
land,and he had in his possession enough in reserve 
for his family and seed wheat. ‘The following year — 

he bought an adjoining 160 and in 1852 another 
160. All this was improved and he sold in 1854, 
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| Clinton, where it now stands and is the location of 
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‘Third streets, and was built in 1862. 


bought the controlling interest. 
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having built fine. barns and two handsome houses. 
The first farm he sold at $50 per acre that for 
which he paid $4. After selling he came to Water- 
loo, Iowa, where he became a real estate dealer, as- 
sociate partner of Edwin Miller, and continued until 
1857. He then came to Lyons and built a saw- 
mill, 

About this time occurred that stress in financial 
affairs which caused so much trouble and anxiety 
throughout the country, and is remembered by 
many as the panic of 1857, On this account his 
lumber proved unprofitable, and during this time 
the Northwestern, Railroad was preparing to cross 
the river at Clinton, Concluding to change the 
removed it to 


the present Clinton Lumber Company. He dis- 
solved partnership with Edwin Miller in 1864. 
‘Mr. Hosford retained the sawmill, and Mr, Miller 
the real estate in Black Hawk County, and in 1865 
the present lumber company was organized, THe 
was President of the company till Mr. Wadleigh 
He had large in- 
terests in the real estate of this city, haying four 
rented houses, and had built several of the best 
business blocks. His late residence, a fine brick 
house, stands on the corner of Fifth avenue and 
It is orna- 


|) mented and made convenient with every modern 


improvement and is looked upon as one of the fine 
places in the city. At one time he owned an in- 
terest in the gas works and the street railway, and 
also in the water works, which he subsequently sold, 
‘He also had a fifth interest in the paper company. 
‘He was interested in the machine shops and foundry 


on Second street and afterward came into posses- 
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sion and conducted them for eight years. 
in pene) he was a peenubiierss and during: the 


BHieriberance man, “ts was one of the Bhatties mem- 
bers in the organization of the Congregational 
| Church, May 12, 1866, and had been a Deacon in 
_ that congregation since. Supporting his honorable 

rinciples and upholding all that is best in man 
bi with, an eye to the future and all its toils and 
i dities, our subject was reckoned one of the prom- 
_ inent and apt citizens of Clinton County. 
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twin causes of temperance and religion found in 
him a strong adherent. 

He was united in marriage with Julia C. Carter, 
a native of New York, Nov. 26, 1837, and was the 
father of three children, all of whom died. Mrs. 
Hosford died Jan, 24, 1844, and Sept. 10, 1844, he 
was a second time married, the lady of his choice 
being Priscilla Naney Davis, a native of the State 
of Maine. Seven children were born to them, two 
of whom are now living, as follows: Charles B. and 
Nancy, now Mrs. Charles Curtis, of Clinton, Tis 
second wife died Feb, 13, 1863, and his marriage 
with his third wife, Lucy M. Bonney, a native of 
Saint Lawrence County, N. Y., was celebrated May 
10, 1864; one child is the result of this union, by 
name Elizabeth M. 

A portrait of Mr. Hosford is shown in connec- 
tion with this sketch, It will be appreciated by 
his many friends in the county, as they will cherish 
with pleasant recollections the features of this good 
man, lis funeral services were largely attended. 
On that Wednesday afternoon business in the city 
of Clinton was practically suspended during the 
services, thus attesting the esteem in which he was 
held by his fellow-citizens. 


LIAM LUKENS. One of the best known 
=) and highly respected citizens of Clinton 
i” County, now residing at Lyons, may be 
found in the subject of this biography. He is hon- 
estly respected by a wide circle of friends and ac- 
quaintances because of his reliable and upright 
character and his ability, both in publie and pri- 
yate affairs. He is a native of Pennsylvania, born 


cS 


June 18, 1821, and is the son of George and Es- § 


ther (Jeanes) Lukens. ‘They were born in Mont- 
gomery County, in the State of our subject’s nativ- 
ity, and the father engaged in farming, besides he- 
ing interested in the raising of grain and cattle, 
His family numbered ten children, eight of whom 
ave still living, as follows: Abel, Edith, Mary, Seth, 
Sarah, Annie, Eliam and Comly. The parents of 
our subject lived and completed their earthly ea- 
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from earth in 1849 and 1871 respectively. All 
their ancestors were originally from Germany, and 
were intimately associated with William Penn in 
America, They settled at Germantown, at that 
time but five miles from Philadelphia, and from 
this honorable and true-hearted little band, who 
scorned to deceive or defraud even the ignorant 
Red Man, has sprung a line of descendants worthy 
of them. In the fifth generation was born the sub- 
ject of this narration, and John, the first ancestor 
“ame to America, bore the patronymic of 
Luckin. 

Kliam Lukens was born and reared on a farm and 
remained at home until 1849. He was at that time 
twenty-eight years of age, and going to Ohio, he 
bought sheep and drove them to the Eastern mar- 
kets. [his proved so successful a venture that he 
followed it till 1855, and in the following year he 
‘ame to Towa and also went through the States of 
Minnesota and Nebraska seeking a place for a home 
and pursuing his vocation the while, He finally 
located at Lyons, buying three lots in Stum- 
ball’s addition, at the corner of Old Main and Miami 
streets. Building on this spot he engaged in the 
sawmill and lumber business, which he followed for 
three years, and was then elected by the City Coun- 
cil as Street Commissioner. He continued in his 
last. office two years and three months, then engaged 
again at working in the sawmills and lumber yards, 
He labored three years 
was one 
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remaining at it six years. 
for the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad, 
year in the employ of the Horse Car Railway Co., 
running from Lyons to Clinton, and a second year 
as watchman at the Court-Ilouse. In 1865 he was 
appointed Superintendent of Oakland Cemetery, 
and in every office which he has filled he has ably 
discharged every duty and dispensed its business 
with unremitting patience and accuracy. 

Mr. Lukens was married in 1852, to Miss Mar- 
earet Nailey, a native of Pennsylvania, and daugh- 
ter of John and Sarah (Krnest) Nailey, who reside 
at Lyons, and have 1 ‘eared a family of six children, 
three of whom now survive—Nelson, Margaret and 
Sarah. Mr. Lukens is the father of two children— 
Sarah EK. and Lucie E. His family relations are of 
the most agreeable and happy character, and he finds 
under his roof that sweet abiding-place and refuge 
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‘ares that should ever be found in a | 
true home. He is an active, steady-going worker: 5 
in publie affairs and one of the repre esentative citi- 
zens of his county and township. His worthiness | 
for public office subjects him to many calls of tha nk ett ; 
nature, though he has never been an office-seeker. ine 

In politics he isa Republican, stanch and true [a ' 
and believes in his party’s wise adjustment of polit- iy q 
ical measures, and in its efficacious works. He is hy) td 
connected with the American Mechanic’s Associa- 


from nabs 
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tion, and belongs to the I, O. O. F., the M. W. A., 
and was Coroner of Clinton County, serving from 
1878 to_1884, filling, in short, numberless local po- 
sitions. 


SS 

M. JORDAN, The subject of this per- 
sonal sketch, who is retired from active 
business and now lives in Clinton, is a na- 
tive of West Virginia, born Aug. 31, 1828, || 
and is the son of Andrew and Catherine (Hoff- 
man) Jordan. ‘They were natives of Virginia, and 
were farmers, also engaging in the raising of stock 
and grain, and they have been extremely prosper- 
ous in their chosen field of labor. There have been 
born to them twelve children, seven of whom are 
still surviving, as follows: Polly, John, James, 
Sampson, Andrean, Hezekiah and Mahulda, 

The parents died in Whiteside County, IIL, the 
mother being ninety-eight years of age at that 
time. The subject of this sketch remained at home 
on the farm until he was twenty years of age, but 
previous to that time he ran on the Ohio River, 
and farmed. After leaving home he purchased a 
farm in Webster County, Va. This consisted of 
)00 acres, upon which he was engaged in raising 
grain and stock. Upon this homestead he remained 
for some years, and then came to Illinois, in 1864, 
and settled in Whiteside County, where he pur- 
chased eighty acres. Upon this he built a house, 
and cleared, fenced and improved it in all modern 
Ways, rebuilding, and lived there ten years. At 
the expiration of that time he moved West, settling 
at Garden Plains, in'the State of Illinois, where Mr. 
Jordan purchased eighty acres of improved land, 
living there for ten years. In 1884 our subject 
came to Clinton, and bought on the corner of Ninth 
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avenue and Sixth street, where he has built a fine 
house, the value of which is estimated at $2,500. 
Mr. Jordan was united in the bonds of matri- 
mony with Miss Julia E. Friend, in 1848. The 
lady of his choice was born in Virginia, and they 
have at the present time a family of nine children, 
namely: Josiah E. married Susie Hardy, and the 
result of this union is two children, by name Ber- 
tha and Roy; they are residents of Garden Plains, 
Whiteside Co., IL; Mary C. married John Turney, 
and there have been born to them four children— 
Cora, Susan, Jake, and an infant unnamed, Phebe 
united in marriage with Hardin Edds, and is the 
| mother of three children, by name John, Frank and 
Elmer; they are residents of Garden Plains. Will- 
iam married Euna McNeal, and they have two chil- 
dren—Nora and Fayette; he is a farmer and lives 
at Garden Plains, Il. Francis M. is a resident of 
Custer County, Neb.; lie is a farmer of good and 
influential standing among the people of the com- 
munity to which he belongs, 
and is Postmaster at Merna. The remaining chil- 
l dren are Phebe J., Andrew, Sampson and John. 
} Le Mr. Jordan is a Democrat in polities, and with 
0: fl his wife belongs to the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
ae i He is one of the representative men of Clinton, and 
|-m| is highly esteemed and respected for his general 
| enterprise, his strength of character, and his worthi- 
“ness as a member of society. 
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| ibe B. MeKENZIE. The subject of 
| this biography is a native of Scotland, born 

in Brechin, Forfarshire, Jan. 12, 1856, and 

is the son of William and Margaret (Mor- 
| ton) McKenzie, natives of Brechin. Mr. McKen- 
: q zie spent his boyhood in the place of his nativity 
ri) learned the trade of a carpenter, . He then went 
i into. business, working at Brechin, and on complet- 
EF sn his apprenticeship went to Edinburgh. In that 
| city he worked at his trade for several years, spend- 
rth ing some time subsequently in England. In 1882, 

fh through the influence of a friend, by name Geo, W. 
a Greenhill, a boot and shoe merchant, he consented 
“to leave Europe and emigrated to America. He 
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found the “land of liberty” all it was represented, 
and has wholly adopted it as a home. He has fol- 
lowed his trade with much success, being one of the 
best workmen in his particular line of industry, and 
giving satisfaction to all by whom he is employed. 


ICHOLAS E. INGWERSEN, a farmer and 
stock-grower, and a breeder of cattle, is the 
subject of our biography. 
ated on section 3, Center Township, and he is ¢on- 

sidered one of the most prominent citizens and 

progressive farmers of this section. Mr. I. was 

born in Sleswick-Holstein, Germany, Dee. 25, 1854, 

and is the son of Jargin H. Ingwersen, who married 

Elsabea Powell Brotherson, both born in Sleswick, 

Germany. They came to America in 1852, and 

landed in New York City, and proceeded direct to 

Milwaukee, and in 1853 came to Clinton County. 

They were the parents of seven children, as fol- 

lows: Henry, Peter, Nicholas, Charles, August, 

Helen and Paul, the latter of whom remained in 

the old country. 

Our subject was deeply interested at the time of 
the Civil War, and enlisted in the 26th Iowa Vol, 
Inf., Col. Milo Smith commanding. He enlisted as 
private in Co, E in August, 1862, and was ordered. 
to Helena, Ark., where he remained for some 
months, and was in the battle at Arkansas Post. 
He also participated in the struggles at Missionary 
Ridge, Vicksburg, Lookout Mountain, and Atlanta, 
besides being in several minor engagements, He 
was with Sherman in that never-to-be-forgotten 
march to the sea, and the day that Lee surrendered 
Mr. I. was taken down with small-pox and was re- 
moved to Newburn, S. C., where he remained in 
the hospital about two months, receiving care and 
attention through his suffering and illness. At the 
expiration of that time he was taken to Washing- 
ton, then to Clinton, Iowa, at which place he was 
discharged with honors, June 15, 1865. He was 
numberless times in extreme danger, and never 
shirked a duty, and although his clothes were rid- 
dled in many places by the shots of the enemy, he 
never was wounded seriously. 

Mr. Inewersen married Miss Lena Rohwedder, 
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Oct. 8,1865. She was born March 18, 1843, and 
is the daughter of Max and Catherine (Dateman) 
Rohwedder, also natives of Holstein. Their family 
consisted of eight children, as follows: Jerry, Mans, 
Catherine, Lena, John, Max, Anna and Margaret. 
Mr. Ingwersen has a family of six children, as fol- 
lows: Max, born April 13, 1866; Edward J.. 
March 6, 1869; Agnes C., Nov. 10, 1871; Tony 
M., June 8, 1878; Margaret C., July 29, 1879, and 
Hattie C., Feb. 23, 1882. 

Mr. I. has 623 acres of fine land, all in this State, 
and in 1880 he erected a handsome residence, fifty 
feet square, and an L. It is two stories in height, 
and his barns are 36x80 and 64x98 feet in dimen- 
sions, besides other out-buildings that are cheery and 
commodious and finely adapted to the object for 
which they are intended, 

Mr. Ingwersen is a Demoerat in politics and is 


an extremely patriotic citizen. 


WwW AMES Il. WAUGH. The subject of this 
history, who is a retired citizen of Clinton 
County, and in every respect a self-made 
man, resides on section 5, Sharon Township, 

and is indeed worthy of a high place among the 
best citizens in this section of country. He is note- 
worthy for the enterprise and industry that have 
given him a long rest in his declining years. 

Mr. W. was born Feb, 14, 1831,and is the son 
of Isaac and 'Tamzen (Boyd) Waugh. His early 
life was spent on the farm in Lancaster County, Pa., 
where he received his early education in the dis- 
trict schools. At twenty years of age, he, in com- 
pany with another young gentleman, opened a wag- 
on and carriage factory and learned the trade. 
They continued in the business three years, when 
he decided to make a trip West. He traversed the 
States of Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, going as far 
south as St. Louis; he then took a steamer and went 
to Kansas City. After traveling about a month in 
Kansas, he started in company with another young 
man from Lawrence and walked to Belleyue, Towa. 
The broad prairies over which they traveled were 
sparsely settled, and some days they did not pass a 
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house, but were obliged to travel the entire day }))) 


without their dinner. Each carried a gun and 
“orip”? sack, In the spring of 1866 he went to 
Maquoketa and opened a shop, where carriages, wag~ 
ons, etc,, were manufactured. They also did gen- 


eral blacksmithing. 


In 1868 Mr. Waugh purchased a tract of wild 4) e 


land, which at the present writing Is included in 
his present farm. It is what is generally called 
oak-openings, and it was consequently a severe task 
It is now considered one of the 

It has neat frame buildings, 
commodious and convenient, and is as attractive a 
homestead as any the township boasts. In the 
spring of 1886, Mr. Waugh turned the management 
of the farm, containing 280 acres; over to his son, 

Mr. Waugh was married, Dec. 7, 1858, to Lydia 
S. Towner. She was born in Essex County, N. Y., 
March 9, 1859, and is the daughter of Ira T. and 
Esther (Smith) Towner, Her parents came to Iowa 
in 1855. Four children have been the result of 
this marriage, two of whom they lost by death. 
Those surviving are as follows: Hibbard EK. was 
born in January, 1863, and married Kate Ralston, 
and Fred M. was born Sept. 19, 1866, and married 
Jennie Van Patten. Their first child died in in- 
fancy. ‘Their only daughter, Lettie, was born Dee. 
10, 1860, and was happily united in marriage to H, 
A. Trumbull, of Monmouth, Jackson Co., Lowa, 
She died in early, joyous womanhood, at the age of 
twenty-five, leaving two children. She was the 
pride of the family and the special joy of her fa- 
ther’s heart. He was deeply attached to her and 
mourned unceasingly at her death; not as one with- 
out hope, but with the tenderness and constancy of 
one whose heart’s choicest treasure is torn from him, 
yet discerning with the eye of faith that fairer and 
brighter hereafter in which he will meet her, and 
rejoices to know that of her it can be said “It is 
well with my soul.” She was much admired and 
beloved, and was tenderly mourned. She was edu- 
eated and refined, had taught in the public schools, 
and was a lady in the true sense of the word. Her 
loss was keenly felt by both parents, who have 
charge of her children—Maud L, and Edna Mabel. 
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odist Episcopal Church, to which they are devot- 
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edly attached. They aid in its support, and are 
active, busy workers in the vineyard of the Master, 
In politics our subject is a Republican.. 
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OSEPH SCOTT, farmer and stock-breeder, 
and one of the pioneers of Iowa, now resid- 
ing on section 385, Sharon Township, is the 
subject of this sketch, and is one of Clinton 

ees notable examples of that success which is 

attained by persevering effort. Tle was born in 
I Indiana Sept. 1, 1831, the place of his uativity being 
Monroe County. He is the son of David and Holly 
(Skinner) Scott, natives of Kentucky and Virginia, 
respectively. His father was born in the year 1789 
and died in Jackson County, Iowa, in 1849. Tis 
jj! wife was born in 1792, in the same county, and 
~ died Feb. 14, 1878. They were the parents of 
fourteen children—KEdith, Hannah, Jane, Betsey 
'\(who died in infancy), Rosa, Malinda, Emily, 
| Amanda, Joseph (of this sketch), Marion, John, 
William, David and Lucinda. 

Mr. Scott came with his parents to Iowa July 3, 
a 1836, while it was yet a Territory. They settled 
ijten miles west of what is now known as Maquo- 
| keta, in Jackson County, near the mouth of Bear 
|| Creek, and there the father died. Tis schooling 
Hilvas in private schools; it was four miles to the 
Th schoolhouse. He lived at home until he came here, 
u_in 1860, and purchased his present place, consisting 
lof 160 acres. It was unimproved, and all that can 
| ll be seen here now has been the result of the labor 
HE il of Mr, Scott and family, 

ie Me Joseph Scott of this notice married Miss Sarah 
= k, April 1,1858. She was born Sept. 28, 1833, 
ee in Knox Cbaaty: Ohio, and is the daughter of 
David and Nancy (Mack) Zook, natives of Penn- 
oh sylvania. The latter was born in 1804, the former 
A une 29,1801. ‘The father died in California in 
in january, 1850, and the mother in this county. 
), Their family consisted of thirteen children, twelve 
"| ie dof whom reached maturity. To Mr, Scott have 
ih n born the following children: Silas, born March 
JU25, 1859, married Susan A. Rogers and had two 
children, Joseph E. and William; William W., born 
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April 15, 1862; Lafayette, Auge, 15, 1863; Ilarvey, 
Oct. 4, 1866, and Ira, Jan, 31, 1872 

Our subject came to this county March 16, 1860, 
where he has since lived, and now owns 500 acres 
of land, all in this township, with the exception of 
twenty acres of timber land. He is naturally am- 
bitious and has succeeded in winning the confidence 
of the voting community, having held various 
offices in the township. Mr. Seott also takes an 
interest, in addition to agriculture, in the breeding 
of Short-horn cattle. He is a man whose morals 
are unquestioned and who has the respect and es- 
teem of the people, 

He is a member of the German Baptist or Breth- 
ren Church, in which he has labored and worshiped 
for ten years. He nine years held the 
position of Deacon in that body, and is a humble, 
devoted Christian, whose life is testimony that he 
follows his Lord and Master. ‘The Church uses the 
New Testament only as their guide, this being their 
only discipline or creed. The founding of this 
denomination dates back 125 years, and they be- 
lieve in immersion. They have about forty mem- 
bers here. In politics Mr, S. is a stout Republican. 
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SAMUEL HOYT, President of the Mutual 
Union Telegraph Company, of Clinton, 

Towa, is a native of Connecticut, and was 

born in Norwalk, Conn., Feb, 23, 1831, He spent 
his childhood there. His father, by name Harvey 
K., and his mother, Deborah (Gray) Hoyt, re- 
moved to Ohio in 1841, and he was reared in Mi- 
lan, where he received a good literary training. 
Leaving school he became apprenticed in the tele- 
graph office of J, HW. Wade, first President of the 
Western Union Telegraph at Milan, There he 
completed his training, and at eighteen was qualified 
and filled positions in various offices throughout the 
State. He spent ten years at Crestline. In 1864, 
he was elected Auditor of Crawford County, Ohio, 
and served in this capacity four years, or two terms. 
Upon retiring from office he remained in Bueyrus, 
county seat, and in 1875 he went back to Crestline, 
where he took charge of an oflice, remaining until 
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March 1, 1883. He was then appointed to his pres- 
ent location. A daughter had married and was 
living here. 

He was married at Mansfield, Ohio, to Susan 
Hoke, a native of that place and a daughter of 
Basil and Mary (Myers) Hoke, a prominent citizen 
and a native of Pennsylvania. Mr. and Mrs. Hoyt 
have two daughters—Jessie, the wife of J. 5. Rahn, 
a merchant of Clinton, and Mary E, Rouse, residing 
with her parents. 

Mr. Hoyt has always taken an active part in pub- 
lic matters and strongly upholds and affiliates with 
the Democratic party. He was selected at once on 
coming to Clinton County as the choice of his 
party for Alderman of the Second Ward of Clinton. 
During the war he was ‘alled to Washington to the 
War Department as Assistant Telegrapher, and re- 
mained there about three months, or until the press 
He belongs to a number of 
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of business was over, 
the secret societies, has been a Mason twenty years, 
in the Blue Lodge, Chapter and Council, of Buey- 
rus, Ohio; is also a member of the I, O. O. F. since 
the age of twenty-one, and belongs to the Encamp- 
ment of Mansfield, Ohio. He has represented all 
the bodies of the Odd Fellows in its Grand Coun- 
cils, and is a man of large usefulness in his home 
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al? F, JAQUES, formerly of the firm of Brown & 

Jaques, of Clinton, manufacturers of wash- 

boards, packing-boxes, ege-cases, churn-fit- 

tings, parlor and sulphur matches, and all light 
woodenware, is the subject of this historical sketch, 
He is a resident of Clinton. With Mr. Brown, who 
is enterprising and one of Clinton County’s most 
progressive men, he made rapid advancement, and 
built up a large trade after the factory was first es- 
tablished. 

Mr. Jaques was born at St. Charles, UL, April 15, 
1848, and is the son of Elihu and Pluma (Slack) 
Jaques, natives of Springfield, Vt. Tis father was 
an inventor and manufacturer of thrashing-machines 
and horse-powers, and first advanced the idea of the 
eight-horse power. He was a man of large mechan- 
ical ability, which amounted to positive genius, and 
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came to St. Charles in 1840, where he worked at 
the business for four years. ~ He then removed to 
the city of Chicago, where he worked with C. H.. {B 
McCormick, and died of cholera in 1852. His 
wife, who still survives him, lives at Clinton, in the | 
home of her son, and has’ reached the age of seventy~_ 
five years. | 

The subject of this history lost his father at the 
age of four years and was adopted by an uncle liv- 
ing near Buffalo, N. Y. He remained with him 
until he attained the age of seventeen years, attend- 
ing school, and at that date came to Wisconsin, 
where he-stopped at Menasha and engaged with the 
Woodenware Manufacturing Company at that city, 
and remained with them to learn the trade for four 
years. On leaving this town he went to Peshtigo, 
in the same State, and engaged in that business, 
with s manufacturing company, where he remained 
until Oct. 8, 1872. After leaving them he engaged 
in the woodenware business under the name of 
Shepard & Jaques, at Depere, Wis. ‘They were 
largely successful and did a business of $25,000 a 
year. Remaining there one year, he sold out to 
his partner, who continued the business. On leay- 
ing Depere, Mr. J. went into partnership at Plym- 
outh with Obed Mattoon, in chair and bedstead 
manufacturing. The firm name was Mattoon & 
Jaques, and he remained a partner for three years ; 
then, selling out, he went to Moline, Ill., and ac- 
cepted a position with Dimock, Gould & Co., ina 
tub and pail factory, which situation he held for 
eight years. 

Mr. Jaques left the ranks of bachelors and en- 
tered the state of matrimony, uniting with Miss 
Estella Hartzell. Their nuptials were celebrated Oct. 
15, 1876. Mrs. Jaques is the daughter of Michael 
Hartzel, who was one of the first settlers of the 
State of Hlinois and who located near Rock Island. 
With his brother-in-law, Judge Cook, they were 
the first white men who settled in or about Dayen- 
port. To Mr. Jaques and wife have been born 
two children—Georgie, in 1882, and Duane in 1885. 
On his removal to Clinton he purchased three lots- 
in that part of the city known as Ringwood, and in * 
1885 built a residence valued at $2,500, at the cor- 
ner of Second and Reznor streets. He formed a 
partnership with Mr, Brown under the name of ih 
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i. Brown & Jaques, but sold his interest to Mr. Brown 
a. ~ . ’ P e a . 
*~ May 1, 1886, after which, becoming convinced of 
/« , “ . . *y? * o> - . 
-) the need of greater street railway facilities in Clin- 
ey ton, he induced his brother-in-law, Mr. J. W. Hart- 
a os . . . . 
he zell, of Moline, Ill., an experienced railway builder, 
P ‘ . . . . . 
re to associate with him in procuring the right of way 
P, , for a new street-car line, from South Clinton to 

/ the extreme northern limits of Lyons. Home cap- 

Sa 


italists have now become interested in the subject, 


* ‘ 

a) and petitions for right of way are now in the hands 
an of the City Council, which, if granted, will doubt- 
> less result in giving the cities of Clinton and Lyons 
es a more extended and efficient street railway system. 


In politics Mr. Jaques is a Republican, and is a 
stanch adherent to his party principles. He is a 
member of the I. O. O. F., and the Modern Wood- 
men of America, and in religious belief worships, 
with his wife, under the doctrines of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 

Our subject spent six months in the army in the 
Commissary Department in Arkansas, in 1863, He 
is reckoned among the substantial citizens of Clinton. 
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te AMES B. NICHOL. Among those men 
resident in Clinton County who have 
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“made themselves noteworthy in the rais- 
“YY ing of grain and stock, may be named the 
‘subject of this sketch, who is one of the principal 
_ breeders of fine horses, both draft, and roadsters, in 
this section, His farmis on section 22, in Sharon 
eo ele and he is a resident of Lost Nation. 
Mr. Nichol was born in Dundas, Canada, on Lake 
ll Ontario, Aug. 17,1842. He came to the United 
|| States with his grandparents, having lost his father 
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as a: ‘by death when he was but six years of age. His 
H grandfather reared him in his family till the year 





ied! 1861, when he began to show an ambition and de- 
sire to win his way common to other youths. He 
po enlisted, in 1864, in Co, I, 24th Iowa Vol, Inf., 
fH ‘under Capt. J. W. Martin, and was mustered into 
~2) service at Davenport, Lowa, on the Ist day of Feb- 
oa uary, 1864, Almost immetliately he was ordered 
i! to New Orleans, where he joined his regiment and 
Aly participated in the Red River expedition, under 
: Gen. Banks. He was at Mansfield the 8th day of 
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April, the battle beginning at two o’clock in>the 
afternoon and lasting until dark the sameday. At 
that time they fell back to Pleasant Iill, and on the 
ninth of the month participated in a battle at that 
place, then went back to Alexander, on the Red 
River, and leaving the department of the Gulf, they 
shipped and landed at Washington City, going to 
Harper’s Ferry and into the Shenandoah Valley. 
He was attached to Gen. Sheridan’s army and was 
in the battles of Winchester, Sept. 19, 1864, and at 
Cedar Creek Oct. 19, 1864, besides Fisher’s Till, 
and in fact all the battles of the campaign in the 
Shenandoah Valley, closing with January, 1865, 
Going to Baltimore the regiment embarked and 
went to Savannah, Ga., where they did duty in that 
State. The regiment returned to Davenport at the 
close of the war and was there mustered out and dis- 
charged on the 17th of July, 1865. Mr, Nichol 
arrived home August 4, the same year. 

Mr Nichol started for the Western country in 
1861. He had a desire to go further West than 
the generality of emigrants, and went as far as 
Pike’s Peak. ‘There he worked in the mines and 
hunted game, trapping beaver. He was in company 
with a person of mountain notoriety known as ‘old 
man Halley.” ‘Together they traveled over Col- 
orado country and were successful in their mining 
projects, returning home in 1862. In 1877 he 
started again for the Black Hills and went to Dead- 
wood, They had mule teams, and at Yankton, Dak., 
they loaded with flour and, freighted thus, went to 
Deadwood and sold out at a big profit, 

On returning home, in 1865, Mr, Nichol pur- 
chased eighty acres of land, and shortly afterward 
sold it, again purchasing 160 acres. He has added 
to his landed estate from that time until he has an 
acreage of 208 acres, In 1877 he erected a hand- 
some house, two stories in height and a barn 44x74. 
feet, with a good basement underneath, For five 
years he has made the breeding of fine horses a spec- 
ialty, and first on the list of trotters is Delcour, No, 
2113, foaledin 1882 at Great Meadow Farm, Com- 
stock, N. Y. He wassired by Nutbourne which is 
owned by Robert Bonner, of New York. Nut- 
bourne is by Belmont, and is closely related to the 
celebrated Maud $. He is a handsome Hamble- 
tonian, valued for his high grade and pure blood, 
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and his owner takes great pride in him. Mr Nich- ereign, seemed to him the home for enterprising | 

ols also has a fine, dark iron grey mare, four years | youth. Te landed in June, 1852, at New York, 
old, which he is training as a trotter, She is of | then settled in Ohio for one year on a farm. Ile 
Hambletonian stock and bids fair to win a fine record, | subsequently accepted a position on the Chicago & 
Our subject takes great interest in this branch of | Rock Island Railroad. He purchased his present 
industry, and is one of the best judges of animals | home in 1853, and moved upon it in the spring of 
in the county. He, in connection with others, have 1858, He then worked for the Iowa Central Rail- 


| . . a. 2 - L * _ . > +4 any ‘ 
built a fine half-mile track to train their horses. way until winter. Empioying himself in various 

Oct. 12, 1865, he was united in the holy bonds | ways until spring, he was: again employed by the 
| of matrimony with Miss Debby Armstrong, a na- | road,and after three or four mimor changes, Was 


tive of Canada, who was born Aug. 12, 1847. She | established on the railroad with headquarters at 
was the daughter of Ilenry and Martha (Guernsey ) Moline, where he remained two years. 
Armstrong, old settlers in Clinton County. She At the lose of his time Mr. Webster took the 
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active efforts for a livelihood at the early age of | ried Elizabeth Purdy, and has seven children— 
fourteen. His salary was small, fifty shillings per | Sarah, Grace, Charles, Edwin, Mary, Elmer and 
year, but frugality and rigid independence placed Ernest Barker; Henry is a farmer in Wayne 
in his hands the means with which to come to | County. Our subject made three trips back to his 
America, ‘This land of the free, where every man’s | home in England, in 1876, 1879 and in 1884. 

ballot is his sword of defense and he his own soy- In polities Mr. Webster is a Republican, and has 






died April 15, 1884. She was the mother of five | position of Overseer of a section between Geneseo ny fy 
ie children, by naine—Thomas V., Leefay B., Orpha | and Annawan, remaining two years and a half. i 
hig S., Blanche and Pearl. He then removed to his present home in 1858, 
ng Mr. Nichol is a straightforward and upright man which was Government land. ‘To this he has | 
re in his dealings and has held offices of trust in the | added many improvements, until at the present. 
hee township, having been Justice of the Peace, Trustee | time he is in possession of 80 acres on section 18, |jl!) 
nee and Road Supervisor, besides being School Director | 200 on section 7, 80 on section 6, 84 on section 16, : 
He and taking an active ‘nterest in educational matters. | Welton ‘Township, and 80 acres in Berlin 'Town- 
Ra In polities he is Democratic and in religious belief | ship. 
DEE is Swedenborgian, and is well liked and esteemed in William Webster was married in 1842 to Miss 
hi the community as a first-class citizen and an hon- | Jane Malsten, who was born in England in 1818, 
ME orable, worthy man. and is the daughter of William and Jane (Aubin) it a , 
ee Malsten. ‘This union has resulted in the birth of hl ny 
Tie <p i Ose two children, one of whom has been taken away: by ||l= 
hk ‘death, the remaining one being a son, (;eorge, born 
he 4 ILLIAM WEBSTER. Among the names of Oct. 25, 1844. Mr. Webster lost his life compan- 
i \ af the prominent men of Clinton County who | ion in 1854, and was again married, in the same 
if have won their way by actual service and | year, to Mrs. Sarah Barker, daughter of Jeremiah |& 
Oe: hard efforts, may be found that of our subject, who and Sarah (Harper) Smith, natives of Shropshire, ak : 
r # resides in Welton ‘Township. He was born in Ked- England. Her father, Jeremiah Smith, was the son j= - 
it dington, Lincolnshire, England, Dee, 27, 1822, and | of Jeremiah and Mary Smith, and Sarah Harper ~ 
De: is the son of Richard and Mary (Riggal) Webster. | was the daughter of Richard and Elizabeth (Tart) i 
Ue Mrs. Webster was hipies mW pene eer i is Harper. Mrs. Webster had four children by her | ‘t 
net the daughter of Esau and Fannie Riggal. Rich- | first marriage, three of whom are living, named, {jj Al 
ne ard Webster was born Jan, 6, 1796, and is the son | Thomas A., Edwin C. and Henry E. Barker. — fyjy P, 
ne of William and Ann Webster, natives of Lincolm- | Thomas A. married Maggie Morris, of Lee County, ~_. 
ne shire. Til, and has four children—William H., Dora Le 
ne The subject of this history left home to begin | Belle, Winfield S, and Karl Barker; Edwin C. mar- 
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held the office of Road Supervisor for some jaaoth 
of time. He has'rented his farm for the last ten 
years, but during the time that he put his own 
work into the business, he had the reputation of be- 
ing the best farmer in Clinton County. 

We present the portraits of Mr. Webster and 
wife in connection with this sketch. 
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oe OHN C. HOPKINS, County Recorder, is a 
nes, : resident of Lyons and a native of Lacon, 

mk, | _ Marshall @o., Ill. He was born in 1842, 
My ty and is the son of Henry and Esther (Collar) 


Hopkins. The Hopkins family of which the sub- 
ject of this sketch is a descendant, were of Scotch 
ancestry and old settlers of Rhode Island. Stephen 
Hopkins, the great-grandfather of John C., was one 
of the signers of the Declaration of Independence, 
His son Mark removed to Livingston County, N. Y., 
where Henry, his son, and father of John C., was 
born in the year 1800, In 1839 he brought his 
family West to Illinois, and settled at Lacon, in 
Marshall County. 

From Lacon, Ill, our subject removed with his 
fj-S)) parents to Bureau County, and in 1855 to Fari- 
l bault, Minn. They were pioneers of that section 
The father was a dealer in and a pur- 
ij) chaser of real-estate; he died in 1858. The mother 
L i=l had gone before, in 1847, John C. returned to 
| Elmwood, IIL, and entered the Elmwood Academy, 
where he graduated. The parents had a family of 
eight children, four of whom are still living—P. 
HI. Hopkins, resident of Nebraska; W. HH. Hopkins, 
resident of Des Moines County, Iowa; Cordelia 
A., now Mrs, Minkler, whose home is in Kansas, 
and John C. 

After graduating, our subject taught five years of 
+ school in Illinois. He was afterward an independent 
‘newspaper correspondent, coming to Clinton County 
in 1870, and was employed as local editor on the 
~ Daily Herald three years. In May, 1873, he pur- 
chased the Lyons City Advocate, upon the remains 
: of which he has established, like a star of fire above 
ah the black and sooty ruins below, the Clinton County 
=| Advertiser. In this he remained ten years, and 
Li al then elected ies Recorder, in 1882, This 
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office he still holds. He sold his paper to Lewis 
Ki. Fay. 

Mr. Hopkins’ residence is on the corner of Sey- 
enth and Commercial streets. He bought the block 
in 1885, and laid it out in city lots, called Hopkins’ 
subdivision, Ile has lately built and operates 
‘* Hopkins’ Opera House,” which has a seating ca- 
pacity of 1,000. 

Ile in 1867, to Miss Mary F, 
Beckett, a lady of high culture and refinement, and 
a daughter of Isaac Beekett, and he and wife, with 
their little circle of four children about them, are 


was married, 


relations, 


most happily situated in their domestic 
The names of the children are Harry G., Frederick 
W., Daisy and Robert J. 

Mr, Hopkins is a Democrat in politics, He is a 
Knight of Honor, and belongs to the Iowa Legion 
of Honor and the Modern Woodmen of America. 

A view of Mr, Hopkins’ place is shown elsewhere 
in this work, 

{ [/ Aas KEHO, M. D. The gentleman of 

whom we write isa member of the firm of 
Everhart & Keho, physicians, of Clinton, 

@): and is a native of Amboy, Ill. Ie was born 
Dec. 6, 1857, and is the son of John and Joe (Ma- 
loy) Keho, natives of Ireland. ‘They came to 
America in 1848, located in Canada, and from 
there moved to Illinois, settling at Amboy. In 
1850 he purchased land in Michigan, and Mareh 
12, 1885, the family met with a calamity in the 
death of their father, who was killed in a railroad 
accident on the Illinois Central. The mother died 
July 15, 1870. Their family consisted of two 
children—William J., who married Mary Leddy, 
by whom he has three children, Joe, Maggie and 
John; and James, 

Our subject remained at home until he was eight- 
een years of age, and attended the High School at 
Amboy, Ill. After leaving home he worked on 
the railroad for a few months, and subsequently 
taught school for one year. He afterward attend- 
ed the High School at Amboy, and graduated in 
1878, when he was appointed Assistant Principal, 
and remained in that position three years. At the 
close of this period he eae his position, and 
alee 


Gerean 


ve baer HEATER 


Leese eeeaeeeeeaes ix ayy eee ate pi 


ey Tam ile vHtRD 

















J 





















= appe= ’ 









































POSSE + CFS SET 


** 


eS bebe seeliilalataeialanaae BStssisdaaisidtvastatiotiit 






.A4 
— 


Cee errr rys 





_ 


— 


SUV CERT IE ENECUURLE EE 





tires 





Fee eET ey Tr! AS Puasa hUasetlicea ios : =e 
Uneasy 







o 4 









pop Ble : 





fe ASsrorerey  peecemevered ro ey ade seer 
‘ ; — rrr cave “"L ayy uy) . 2 7 =—= pCO " see V4 ( — =. , ’ = ~ 
RO ar UT TTT EAXAL EARS Ti Thee ya| TAN ep" Ile) | id) eae oe, b= a 

\en ize} Dae SEL EREREEAE: Lit? tty tty vy] eeeeetaiesetees Pe eain, Z Boa) ec, S) Wage m= =r =i ; Fe we AS + leat “§ 







AB SEALER REEDS z) 
EGE SS bie etebes es eee) ..ae” 


ge femcets cxxyarxy ‘Lveeaiaas 
x reared pete 





ai 
AN pe 


eweretet veeee sieeeaveseet ~~ : 


1 of Amboy. In 1881 he entered college, and, hay- 
; ing finished his course, oraduated, in 1884, at Lowa 
4 City. His next removal was to the village of Ohio, 
+ Bureau Co., Ill., where he began his practice, but 
} remained only eighteen months, leaving it to come 
+ to Clinton, where he entered into partnership with 
; Dr, Everhart, in 1885. Here he has proved his 

i ability and gained a good reputation, and at the 


etre 


present time has a flattering practice. 

Mr. Keho was married, in 1884, to Miss Kate M. 
Dailey, daughter of Daniel Dailey, a resident of 
Clinton, and by his union the Doctor has one son, 
by name John. . 

Our subject isa Republican in political belief, 
and a strict. stanch adherent to its policy. He be- 
lieves fully in its wise and true adjustment of pub- 
lic affairs, and gives it his un ‘arying vote. He is 
a member of the Modern Woodmen of America, 
and both himself and his wife belong to the Roman 
Catholic Church, to which they are strongly at- 
tached and devoted. 
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q : pILLIAM C. GROHE, The subject of this 
t R | personal narration has a home in Lyons, 
ni where he is one of the city’s most active 
i : and persevering busimess-men, He is by profession 
ne an attorney at law. Ie is a native of Jefferson 
; County, N. Y., and was born May 6, 1847, and is 
ne the son of Jacob and Sarah E. (Bence) Grohe. 


They were natives of Alsace, Germany, and of 
Otsego County, N. Y., respectively. Jacob came 
to America with his parents in 1818, when at the 
7 age of four years. They first settled at German- 
a: town, Pa., but after a time they moved to Jefferson 


County, N. Y., where William was born. The 
“f parents of our subject came west to Lowa in 1861, 
-§ and settled at Camanche, where they purchased a 
af: farm on which the husband and father engaged in 
fk farming. Mrs. Grohe, our subject's mother, died 
2 in 1874, 

The union of Mr. and Mrs. Grohe, Sr., was blest 
by the birth of nine children, all of whom are liy- 
ing at the present writing. Their names are as 
follows: Climena, now Mrs. Child, a resident of 
Clinton County; Lovina, now Mrs. Bennett, who 
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CLINTON COUNTY. 518 
engaged in the study of medicine with Dr. Felker, | has a home at Osage, Ian. ; Catharine, now Mrs. 
Child, of Norfolk, Neb.; William C.; 5usan D. 
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Selby, of Des Moines, Lowa; Sarah Van Epps, of 
Eden Township, Clinton County; Maria M. ; Jacob 
N., of Huron, Dak., and Flora, now Mrs. Bowers, 
of Camanche, 
Our subject was gifted from early youth with un- 
usually keen penetration and good judgment, — He 
was extremely desirous of getting on in the world 
and winning his way upward, and being the eldest son 
in the family, much responsibility fell upon his 
young shoulders. At the age of sixteen he was 
older in thought and feeling than many a young 
man of twenty of to-day. THis mind was made up 
as to his future steps, and he realized the truth 
keenly that “He who shoots at stars will miss the 
foes beneath his feet.” He had already decided 
upon his profession, that of a lawyer, and although 
he was still at work upon the farm and enjoying 
but limited advantages for an education, he still 
had faith in being able to reach the goal. At 
twenty-two, being without funds, and his un- 
gratified desire as far from him as ever, he borrowed 
from his father a threshing-machine and a horse- 
team, and went about to do work with it. It 
seemed to him glorious, for it was the medium 
through which his unaccomplished hope was to be 
realized. ‘Thus are the greater things of life reached 
through common, every-day occurrences, Ile 
pocketed $500 as profits during one season, which 
was to him a Fortunatus purse. 
Immediately after closing the harvest season he 
entered Cornell College, Iowa, and remained one 
year, when, returning home, he taught school one - 
term, then engaged in the office of Ellis Bros., at 
Lyons, and there studied law. By untiring perse- 
verance he was able to be admitted to the bar in 
(872. and forming a partnership with N. Corning, 
he was associated with him until 1876, He has 
met with the most flattering success, and is to-day 
one of the leading lawyers of Clinton County, thus: 
showing that the faith and patience of years, the 
uncomplaining hope that does the duty nearest at 
hand and makes no outery at its monotony, is re- 
warded eventually by a doubly brilliant meed of 
prosperity. ‘Be. 
Mr. Grohe was married at Dubuque, to Olive 
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He is well known by the people of the town as a 
hard-working and industrious man. 






there being 1855. He purchased a lot on Fifth 
street, on which he erected a residence in 1859, § 
eee and occupied his time in working in a sawmill and & 
PRR Bk oe ee farming until that date. Ile then purchased five 
aaa yoke of oxen, in partnership with German Buell, 
OHN HERSAM. Clinton County is well | and for two seasons was engaged in breaking’ prai- 
represented by that sturdy class of citizens | pie in this county. Selling his cattle he went to f 
whose energy and perseverance very mater- Saint Croix Falls, Minn., and engaged in rafting » 
: ially aid in the development and upbuilding | from that place to Hannibal, Mo. He caeptiagen 
of any community, the Germans, and among. this spent two winters in Louisiana, and in 1860 wenté 
class ey 8 stands the name of John Hersam, | to Pike’s Peak, Colo., and spent one summer dig- A 
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Soule, a native of Milwaukee. Their home circle | a resident of Lyons. Mr, Hersam was born on the i. 
includes three’ children: Mabel, Lallah and W. | river Meine, Bavaria, Germany, Sept. 6, 1834, and in : 
Carl. ; isason of John and Dora (Lochnor) Hersam, na- it 
Mr. G. has become identified with the people of | tives of the same country. Lis father was a farmer a 
Minneapolis as a dealer in real estate. He enjoys | and owned a good farm in Germany and was there a 
the respect and esteem of friends and acquaintances, | engaged in his calling until his death, which occurred a 
and looks back upon the years of toil and struggles | in 1836. The parental family consisted of six u 
with the satisfaction felt by any self-made man, | children, only two of whom are now living—Bar- i 
in He is a Republican in politics. With a past full of | bara, Mrs. Hoffman, residing in Cook County, IIL, il ) 
il ce earnest endeavor and a bright future, of him may | and the subject of this notice. The mother of our i ‘g 
*\ H= = . . . . . . . ‘ WwW 
Ne l be said, “ That life is long which answers life’s great | subject was a second, time married —George Goe- id é 
Rl end,” ble becoming her husband. He was a native of 0 | 
i ES @ os aie oe Germany, and their union took place in 1840, iu 
7 In 1843 the parents of our subject emigrated aU . 
gee tee ae ro . | from their native country to the United States, and & 4) 
OHN LAWLER, foreman of the tinshops of 1 in Cook Count fe | U Paves Pies i: 
) settled in Cook County, Ill, where the stepfather 4: 
the C. & N. W. R. R., at Clinton, was born ee ; ve 2 sae " se: ca ; 
a yurchased a farm o acres, on Which he located $2 
at Chicago, IIL, Sept. 10, 1856, and is the aN - 
| éy ery | with his family and where he is at present residing, Et 
son of Stephen Lawler, a native of Ireland. 4 ; ; earendy: ai ced iu 
; , engaged in farming. f the second union two p/h) 
John spent his boyhood in Clinton, and learned his Ss i KS +H 
ae daughters were born—Ellen and Gertrude. ‘The H 
trade, completing it at the age of twenty-one years. ; Ay 
| ‘ ae former married John Delch, and they reside in t 
He labored then as journeyman, until July, 1882, 1 
Cook County; Gertrude married John Grasar, and 4 3 
when he was appointed foreman in the shops, and Pau 
a: : ; aa, they reside in Kankakee, III. Ty 
has held the position with credit to himself up to | i 
tas 43 John Hersam lived at home until twelve years of ‘ft 
is time. : ae |: 
| ; a has age, when he started out to fight the battles of life, in 
Tle was married to Miss Annie O’Ilearn, an edu- ; . | , il 
_ | single-handed and alone, He had acquired but a 4 
cated and well-connected young lady who was | |. © ta a 
. : ee, limited education, and worked on a farm in Cook 4 
formerly a teacher in the public schools of Clinton ‘ Ba 
; oa ae, ; County for four years, When seventeen years of 14 
County. She is a daughter of ‘Thomas O’ Hearn, a | ~ i iB 
ne ; age he worked in a brick-yard near Chicago, on HY 
railroad man, and a native of Ireland. By this ft 
ae ove the Desplaines River, and was thus occupied until 2: a4 
union they have three sons and one daughter, by se 
| ai . ana : about twenty years old, For two years afterward sie 
name as follows: Frank, William, Edward and : ; A Nee 3/1 
me he worked at the same trade ina yard in Chicago, 4/314 
Nellie, : nf IY 
; | and then for one year followed agricultural pur- aa 
Both Mr. Lawler and wife are connected by : ‘eu 
. ; + 3 : sults on a farm thirteen miles from that city. It TE 
membership with Saint Mary’s Roman Catholic : ; me: 
amie, 8 oc. aie wieasant tiionds and neighbors. (to at this period that our subject came to this “IBL 
hureh, ney are pleasant friends and neighbors. | |, Be 
y P = State and located in Lyons, the date of his arrival t 
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Returning to Louis- 
for a time, when he 
and worked for EK. W. 


ging for the precious metal. 
inna he engaged in ditching 
again came back to Lyons 
Thomas in his flouring-mill, 

The marriage of Mr. Hersam with Miss Mary A. 
Cosman took place Oct. 9, 1562. She is a daugh- 
ter of Christian Cosman, a native of Prussia, 
eight children, 


Ger- 
many, and has borne her husband 
as follows: John; William, died in 1866; Matthias ; 
Annie, deceased; Mary; Wilhelmine, deceased ; 
Ellen and Joseph. Subsequent to his marriage Mr, 
Hersam engaged in gardening upon ten acres of 
land which he purchased from KE. Buell, on Ninth 
street, Lyons, and has since been engaged that 
business. In 1880 he added fifteen acres to his 
original purchase, and also erected three houses, 
Ie also has a residence on 


in) 


two of which he rents., 
Fifth street which he’ purchased in 1899, and which 
he also rents. He is one of Lyons’ well-to-do citi- 
zens and what he has accumulated of this world’s 
has made by hard labor, economy and 
perseverance. In addition to his possessions enti- 
merated aboye he owns 120 acres of land in Spring 
Valley ‘Township, and is also the proprietor of the 
building and stock of eroceries on the corner of 
Sixth streets, which ts eondueted by his 


Goods he 


Main and 
son John. 

Mr. Hersam is a Demoerat in politics, and so- 
cially isa member of the Knights of Honor, the 
Workingmen’s Association of Lyons, and is one of 
the energetic citizens of that place. Religiously he 
s a Roman Catholic, as is likewise his wife. 


we SSS 


<=) DGAR WALLACE CONABLE, editor of 
Ls the Daily News, at Clinton, is descended in 

—4) the seventh generation from John Cunnabell, 
who came from France to America in 1673, and 
settled in Boston, Mass. With John Cunnabell 
came a brother, and from these two brothers are 
descended all the Conables, the spelling of the name 
having been changed in later generations. 

Our subject was born in Walworth County, Wis., 
in 1846, and is the son of William Wallace and 
Jane (Copeland) Conable. At the age of five years 
he went with his parents to Iowa, where he has 
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since lived, except during the Civil War, living at | 


home and going to school up to the time of the 
Rebellion. TImbued with the spirit of his ancestors, 
when the war broke out our subject enlisted, giv- 
ing his youthful life to his country’s service, and 
was the youngest musket-bearer in the Union 
Army. 

After the close of the war Mr. Conable com- 
menced his apprenticeship to the printing business, 
passing through all the grades of that intricate pro- 
fession. Ile was for three years foreman of the 
Clinton Age and subsequently of the Clinton J/er- 
aid. In 1873 he became one of the proprietors of 
the Clinton County Advertiser, now published at 
Lyons. In 1879 he became editor and publisher 
of the Enterprise, a paper which was issued at 
Delavan, Wis. Disposing of his interests there, he 
removed to Clinton, Iowa, in August, 1885. Soon 
after he came here he purchased the Morning News, 
of which he is still the editor and one of the pro- 

Subsequently he established the Week/y 
By his newspaper experience, his energy 


prietors. 
News. 
and ability, Mr. Conable has made the News one of 
the leading Democratic papers of the State. 

In the fall of 1885 Mr. Conable was nominated 
by the Democratic Convention for Representative 
in the State Legislature, but was defeated by the 
Knights of Labor movement. 

The subject of our sketch is purely a self-edu- 
eated and self-made man. Though young, he is 
a leader of his party in the section of country 
where he lives, and is popular and ambitious to 
suceced in all he undertakes. The pure blood of 
his ancestors runs in his veins, which stimulates 
him to noble aims in life. He is pleasing in ad- 
dress, refined in manners, courteous, and at all 
times a gentleman. 

The Conable family have been quite marked in 
their attainments. Some of them have been lead- 
ing merchants, some lawyers, doctors and ministers. 

Mr, Conable’s great-grandfather was a soldier of 
the Revolution, enlisting at the age of sixteen, 

Mr. Conable becanie enamoured of Althea Ad- 
elaide, the refined and accomplished daughter of 
Samuel G. and Nancy M. Oakes, which result- 
ed in a matrimonial alliance. Mrs. Conable is 
a native of Maine, and was born at Old ‘Town, that 
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State, in 1844. Her father descended from the 
old Puritan stock, from Uriah Oakes, who was one 
of the founders of Dartmouth College. Miss Oakes 
erew to womanhood amidst the mountains of New 
England, receiving the benefits of the fresh air and 


Here she graduated. Subsequently she became 
a teacher in the schools and also of musie. She 
was for several years organist in the Episcopal 
Church at Lewiston, Me. In 1869, she, with her 
mother and brothers, came to Clinton, Iowa. For 
the last seven years Mrs. Conable has been asso- 
ciated with her husband in the newspaper business. 
She is a devoted and affectionate wife, sympathiz- 
ing and co-operating with her husband in all his 
undertakings. ‘The issue of their marriage was one 
child— Wallace Oakes, who passed from this world 
at Independence, Iowa, at the age of eleven months. 
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ICHARD LEVSEN, one of the pioncer citi- 
zens wid representative German farmers of 
Washington Township, resides on section 

»))22. He came to this county and located 

July 18, 1852, while the county was still new. He 

was born in Sleswick, Germany, Aug. 6, 1835. 

He came to America with his parents, landing at 

(Quebec, whence he proceeded to this county. Tle 

is the son of Lawrence and Anna C, (Siebersen) 

Levsen, The former was born Novy, 9, 1808, and 

i; died Sept. 20, 1883, in Center Township. Tis 

|| widow and a family of four children survive him, 

ll) as follows: Richard; Maria C., who married J. F. 

| | _ Clawson; Chris and Agatha, 

Richard, the first child in order of birth in his 

father’s family, married Miss Agatha J. Levsen, 
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Germany, and died April 5, 1885, and her remains 
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mother of five children, two of whom are now liv- 
oat ing. They were by name Lorenz Bernhard, born 
; Baad Oct 18s 1873, and died June 8, 1881; Catherine C., 

; 4) born July 28, 1875; Peter, born July 21,1877, and 
i) died July 27, 1877; Anna C, born Sept. 24, 1878, 
vi died June 15, 1881; and Lawrence A. was born 
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enjoying the beauties of the mountain scenery, 


were buried in Center Township. She became the 
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Aug. 18, 1881, died Dec. 4, 1885. Mr. 
subsequently married Mrs. Anna C. Greve, the 
widow of Claus F. Greve, who departed this life 
June 29, 1882. She had become the mother of five 
children, as follows: Anna M., born in 1855, mar- 
ried Mr. John Gailson; Catherine, born March 4, 
1861, married Henry Goshlass; Lagena, born Dee. 
30, 1865; Claus F., Jan. 12, 1869; and Maria C., 
May 4, 1872. 

Mr. Levsen owns 158 acres of fine land, well cul- 
tivated and highly prolific. He has a good barn 
and handsome dwelling-house and does a general 


farm business, Both himself and wife are members 


of the Lutheran Chureh. THe is Democratic in 
polities, 
mats = > $< 


OUN F, ANDERSON, contractor and builder, 
and a highly esteemed citizen, is a resident 
of Clinton. Mr. Anderson is a native of 
Franklin County, Vt., and was born in 

Mareh, 1854, and is the son of John and Annie M. 
(Stearns) Anderson. He has followed building 
and contracting fora number of years and is at 
the present writing a retired citizen, The mother 
died in 1879, leaving a family of eight children, 
three of whom now survive, John F., William sand 
Stephen, 

The subject of this personal narration remained 
at home until he reached the age of nineteen years, 


Ile worked on the farm and within the interval re- § 
He labored with his & 


ceived a practical education, 
father for one year, in building and contracting 


and afterward went to Boston, Mass., where he & 


eontinued in business three years as journeyman. 
He next went to Chicago, in the year 1856, and 
then went back to Boston, Continuing one year 


he engaged in the same business, that of a carpen- § 


ter, in Franklin County, Vt., where he undertook 
pattern-making and was so successful that he 
worked at it for three years. In 1865 he came to 
Clinton County, and settled at Clinton, where he 
has remained since that time, 


built. 
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Levsen § 






Ie first purchased a & 
four-acre lot and then added ten acres, on which he ; 
Here he lived two years, but at the end of ¢ 
that period changed to No, 331 Fifth avenue, § 
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where he still resides. He owns real estate in the 
city which includes six houses and five stores and 
employs from five to twenty men in carrying on 
his business. He has done his share of the work in 
this section. 

Mr. Anderson was married in 1857, to Miss Ellen 
1). Russell, daughter of. John and Elizabeth (Barr) 
Russell. The lady of his choice was a native of 
New Hampshire and her parents were natives of 
New Hampshire and Vermont, respectively, ‘The 
father died in 1851, and the mother in 1878. 
They left a family of six children, as follows: John 
R., Elizabeth, Charlotte E., Martha A., Ellen Bb. 
and Allen B. The last two are twins. 

Mr. Anderson is a Republican politically, and 
benefits public affairs-in all ways possible, respond- 
ing to the calls of duty as they come, He belongs 
to the Masonie fraternity and is eminently a self- 
made man, having risen from a small beginning to 
the rank of a prominent business-man in Clinton. 
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The history of Cen- 


HRISTIAN EGGERT. 

ter ‘Township would be incomplete if the 
name of the subject of this biography were 
omitted from its annals. He stands high among 
the worthy citizens and enterprising men of this 
section for his industry and ability to cope with 
the world. He is by occupation a farmer and a 
breeder of blooded cattle, in which Short-horns 
take the preference. Ie also ships to the Chicago 
markets, and has every energy employed in his in- 
dustry. His home is situated on section 1 of Cen- 
ter Township, and no agriculturist in this part of 
the country is more noteworthy for ability in bus- 
iness, strength of purpose and faithful execution. 

Mr. Eggert was born in Holstein, Germany, May 
12, 1852. He is the son of Adolf and Annie 
(Roennfeldt) Eggert, both of whom were natives 
of Holstein, Germany. 

Our subject was united in marriage in September, 
1875, with Miss Catherine Dohse, of Holstein, born 
June 1, 1854. She is the daughter of Louis and 

. Augusta (Stave) Dohse. Her parents had eleven 
children, as follows: Margaretta, Annie, Catherine, 
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Lena, Johanna, Augusta, Dora, Julia, Louisa, Det- 
lef, and one who died at the age of three years. t 

By their union Mr. and Mrs. Eggert have six /9) 
children, and their pleasant home with its cheery 
hospitality and joyous family circle has indeed beer 
made happy by their birth. They are as follows: 
Annie, born May 6, 1876; Augusta, June 30, 1877 
Lena, April 27, 1879; Carl, Sept. 50, 1881; Adolph, 
April 30, 1885, and Louis, Aug. 25, 1886, 

Mr. Eggert is one of those men whose ‘ luck’ 
takes the place of effort long continued and never 
He is blest in what he undertakes, in- 
asmuch as the heartiest energy is backed by de- 
He started on a small seale, 
and is to-day the possessor of 160 acres of excel- 
lent land, highly cultivated and improved. He 
has a neat dwelling and out-buildings, and can 
look over his homestead with feelings of just pride, 
as becomes the man who sees in the work of his 
hands that which approximates perfection. 

Mr. Eggert is a man of large public usefulness 
and has filled several official positions in his town- 
ship and county. He has been Road Supervisor 
for four years and School Director one. In_ poli- 
ties he is a Democrat. As previously stated he 
breeds blooded animals, both horses and cattle, 
and among the former he has a valuable Norman 


































abandoned, 


termination to win. 


stallion. 
A fine lithographic view of Mr. 
some home and fine stock is shown on another page 


Reggert’s hand- 


of this work. 
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SHOMAS H. MALTAS, Clinton County in- 
elndes within her borders many prominent 
and prosperous agriculurists, and the sub- 
ject of this sketch, whose home is situated on see- 
tion 33, Bloomfield Township, may be quoted as 
one whose courage and spirit of energy have won 
for him a worthy place in the county. Mr, Maltas, 
who is eminently a self-made man, was born in York- 
shire, England, in March, 1836, He is the young- 
est son of William and Ann (Harrison) Maltas, and 
erew to manhood in his native shire and was reared 
to agricultural pursuits. Determined on the found- 
ing of a home, and realizing, with other youths of y 
his country, that America was the place of broad 
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mg “lands and plenty of room, he emigrated from Liv- | man Il. Both Mr. and Mrs, M. are members of 
— Pe 
>: a erpool, landing! at New York ‘April 22, 1857. | the Methodist Episcopal Chureh, to the doctrines 
: ze9| Nearly his first moyement was to turn his steps in | of which they strongly adhere, and which they act- 
i f * J a . * . . 
ae" aD ively aidin supporting. In politics Mr. M. is a Re- 


the direction of Clinton County, where he joined 

















































his brother William, who lived in Welton 'Town- 
ship. Remaining with him one year, he engaged 
the following year with a Mr. Ralston, at $14 per 
~ month, at a place near Low Moor, Ile remained 
with him one year and then began his career as an 
independent farmer, Ile commenced as a renter, 
and so continued five years, but in the meantime 
was successful, that saying being proven true with 
him that‘ the gods help them who help themselves.” 
Soon afterward he bought forty acres on seetion 4, 
Welton Township, which he improved and cultiva- 
ted for three years. He then made a sale of this 
and purchased on section 3, same township, eighty 
acres, thirty of which had been broken, but it had 
no buildings upon it, and two years afterward he 
purchased the place he owns and occupies at the 
present writing. This farm contains 150 acres, is 
supplied with the best of frame buildings, and be- 
sides the cultivation of the soil Mr, Maltas engages 
largely in the breeding of horses, cattle and swine. 
He also owns an eighty-acre farm on section 32, 
Bloomfield ‘Township, which is now conducted ee 
his son. 

Our subject married, July 3, 1861, Anna Maria 
~Cocking, who was born in Lincolnshire, England, 
and who is the daughter of Thomas and Elizabeth 
| Cockine. She came to America with her parents 
ah in 1850, and lived at Philadelphia for some length 
if: of time. Her family, in 1856, settled in Clinton 
| eM County. Her father bought land near Camanche, 

| i the fated town which afterward suffered such vio- 
iil lence from the elements. They remained there till 
ra te 1860, then sold and came to Bloomfield Township, 
i and bought a farm on section 35, where they lived 
until the death of Mr, Cocking. He met his death 
i accidentally while going to Davenport with a load 
y of grain, falling from the wagon, and when picked 
A fa ‘up was dead. Mrs. Cocking died in January, 1880, 
| The children of Mr and Mrs, Maltas are six in 
etn] »number—Mary E., wife of Thomas Easton, who 
(sth lives in Welton Township; Charles W., who mar- 
Ail ried J ulia a and ike in Bisuaiets epee 
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7 ees W. MAIIN, editor and principal 
+6 proprietor of the Clinton daily and weekly 
I, ~ Herald, was born in Museatine, Lowa, Nov. 
6, 1851, and is the son of Rey. Jacob and Elizabeth 
(Hare) Mahin, 
‘ounty, Ohio, and came to Iowa in early times, 
about the year 1845. ‘They settled at Muscatine, 
and the father was fora time associated with the 
Muscatine Jownal. Wis son John, who still con- 
ducts that paper, assisted him in 
that line, but another son, James, closed a ‘career 
of usefulness in 1877, having been associated also 
with the paper. Jacob Mahin departed this life at 
the age of sixty-seven years, leaving a family of 
four sons. The son James, who was early called 
away by death, left this world while in the prime 
of early manhood. He was exceptionally gifted in 
a literary way and ranked high in his profession, 
Frank W. obtained a good literary training in 
the common schools, turning his attention, as in- 
deed his taste dictated, toward literature, At the 
age of seventeen he had completed a thorough ap- 
prenticeship at the “case,” and was a good pr: actical 






The parents were natives of Greene 


his business in 


printer, Tle was not only industrious, but was 
ambitious and enterprising, and at the age of 


eighteen had funds sayed wherewith to enter the 
Wesleyan University at Mount Pleasant, and at 
twenty, after two pleasant and profitable years 
spent in that institution, he returned to his trade. 
At that time he became city editor of the Musea- 
tine Journal, and also served two years as Assist- 
ant Postmaster of Muscatine. He read a great deal 
and traveled over the East, West and South. 

In 1876 he went to Cambridge and entered the 
Harvard Law School for the purpose of completing 
a legal education, and the following year went into 
the Columbia Law School, of New York City, 
where he graduated, After graduation he returned 
to Muscatine, where he opened a law office and 
entered the practice of his profession, This he fol- 
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lowed for three years, when, receiving a most ex- 





cellent offer which gave great promise of future 
results, he entered his present position. Pe has 
since figured prominentiy in it, wielding the quill 
With no less eloquence than he did the sword of 
Under his efforts the 
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language while at the bar. 
paper has been enlarged, and Clinton now has a 
hewspaper of ample proportions, giving the latest 
hews and in the best and most readable shape, It 
is, in fact, such a paper as any community might 
well be proud of, and one it should heartily and 
liberally support. 

Mr. M. was united in marriage in Muscatine 
with Miss Abbie A., daughter of Cornelius Cadle, 
Of that city, who was a pioneer in that section, but 
a native of New York City. Mr. and Mrs. Mahin 
are the parents of one daughter—Anna C, 

Mr. Mahin is a member of the Bridge and Citi- 
zens’ Associations, of Clinton, of the Beta Theta 
Pi, and of various beneficiary orders, and is asso- 
ciated with many of the literary people of the city, 
and, while a man of large usefulness, he has fre- 
quently refused nomination for public office. In 
polities he is a Republican. 
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S\)KORGE GODDARD. Among the old set- 
qq tlers of this county who yet live to tell of 
the trials incident to the early settlement of 
a’ new country, and who have attained success 
through their own energy and perseverance, is he 
of whom we write. 

George Goddard is the son of Eli and Polly 
| (Dutcher) Goddard. The father was born in Con- 
necticut and the mother in Vermont. They came 
West in 1839 and-entered about one thousand two 
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Ui hundred acres, which afterward fell to his heirs. 
| ne He died in 1860, aged eighty-two years. His wife 
He died in 1871, aged ninety-two years. ‘There were 
Ha four children born to them—Martin, Peter, Lotta 
ni and George. The latter is the only one living. All 
We: raised families, 

: George Goddard came to this county in Oecto- 
N ber, 1839, from Onondaga County, N. Y., and lo- 
nee cated on section 32, Spring Rock Township, and 
lu 
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and have three children—George, Gertie and 
Charlie. Warren died when about twenty years 
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COUNTY. 


has continued to reside here and in that township H i 
until the present time, and has consequently been i a 
identified with the development of the county for 
upward of forty-seven years. After his arrival H 
here he engaged in agricultural pursuits and has fos= 
followed that vocation almost continuously until i 
the present time. Mr. Goddard was born Novy. 2, eee 
1813, in Onondaga County, N. Y., and was there a 
resident until his coming to this county. He re- 
ceived a good common-school education in his na- 
tive county, and when seventeen years of age ap- 
prenticed himself to learn the blacksmith’s trade, 
At the age of twenty-one he commenced working 
at his trade for himself, and continued to labor at 
the same for some fifteen or twenty years, in con- 
nection with his agricultural pursuits, 

In 1843 Mr. Goddard settled on section 31, 
Spring Rock Township, and has lived on that place 
until the present time, Te has a substantial set of 
frame buildings on his farm, and has brought his 
land to a good state of cultivation. THe is the own- 
er of 320 acres in Benton County and 120 in Cedar 
County, most of which is tillable. 

Mr. Goddard was united in marriage, at Lysan- 
der, Onondaga Co., N. Y., Oct. 26, 1835, to Miss 
Betsy Wood, She was born in that county 
Oct. 26, 1814, and was the daughter of Samuel 
and Phasbe (Totten) Wood. The father of Mrs. 
Goddard was a soldier in the War of 1812. She 
has borne her husband six children—Mary, Frances, 
Warren, Jeanette, James M. and Louisa. 
and Warren are deceased, 













































Mary 
Frances is the wife of 
James Lagrange, and they reside in Cedar County 


of age. Jeanette married Martin Neil, and they 
live in Crawford County, James M. is a farmer of 
Spring Rock ‘Township, and Louisa is the wife of 
George Bagley and resides at Davenport; they 
have three children Edna, Willie 
Willie died when in his sixth year, 
Mr. Goddard has held the office of Supervisor 
one term, and all the offices of his township with 
the exception of Justice of the Peace, In poli- 
tics he votes with the Democratic party, casting his 
first vote for Old Ilickory. He is a member of 
Wheatland Lodge, A. F. & A. M. He is a self- 
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SE ——— 
made man and respected by all who know him. for 
his sterling worth and integrity. Mr. Goddard is a 
representative man and an old settler of Clinton 
County. He came here at an early day, and was 
one of those who has eontributed to make this 
county habitable for the present generation. He 
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ine. The parents of our subject are David and 
Rebecca (Willis) Smith, natives of Lincolnshire, 
England, in which country they both died. 

John Smith was the eldest of his parents’ family 
of three children, and was born in Lincolnshire, 
England, Noy, 30,1829. He continued to reside 
in his native land until 1852, in the meantime be- 
ing occupied in agricultural pursuits and in the ac- 
Li quisition of an education, During the year last 
named he emigrated to the United States, and soon 
after his arrival made his way to this State and set- 
tled at Sabula. Remaining at the latter place a 
few months, he engaged in working for the North- 
western and then for the Illinois Central Rail- 
roads, He thus oecupied his time for nearly a year 
land a half. After that he was engaged in chopping 
J ii wood for awhile, and then became an employe of 
3 i the C.,, M. & St. P, R. R. for a time, when he 
was employed in a brickyard at Lyons, in which he 


¥ started in life poor, and what he has has been the 
, result of his own foresight and industry and the 
practice of economy. 
The portraits of Mr. and. Mrs. Goddard are pre- 
. | sented in connection with this sketch. 
, PSS PRLQDIOS EL EE pe DL OVI SAA 
, 
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‘ > OHN SMITH. Among the prosperous and 

a successful farmers of Berlin Township, as 
a i. well as respected and honored citizens of 
Pet this county, the name of John Smith is cer- 
ce, - my iy tainly entitled to a place, He is a eoodly land- 
op ..* owner of Berlin Township, and is residing on sec- 
. si J tion 12 of the same, where he is industriously en- 
5 ley gaged in the prosecution of his independent call- 
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ment, and where he has continued to reside until 
the present time. He has a good set of buildings 
on his place, in fact second to none in Berlin ‘Town- 
ship, and by economy and energy, together with 
the active co-operation of his good helpmeet, he 
has been enabled to add to his landed interests un- 
til at present he is the proprietor of 663 acres of 
eood tillable land in Berlin Township. Ile has over 
two thousand rods of tile laid on 240 acres of his 
farm and has brought the land to a high state of 
cultivation, and certainly has one of the finest farms 
in Berlin ‘Township. 

Mr. Smith was married to Miss Mary Martin in 
Bloomfield Township, Clinton County, March 20, 
1867. She is a native of Pennsylvania and has 
borne her husband five children—Albert, John, 
Willard, Lizzie and Robert. 

Mr. Smith has held the office of School Director 
and Road Overseer. He keeps about seventy-five 
head of cattle and ten head of horses on his place, 
and fattens from fifty to seventy-five head of hogs 
for the market annually. In_ polities, he is inde- 
pendent, voting for the best man, regardless of 
party. 

A view of Mr. Smith’s residence is given on an- 


other page of this work. 


Pe PIG Sa 
’ 
ALBERT HILTON, formerly agent of the 
Cj Northwestern Railroad, at Lyons, is a na- 
tive of Vermont, and was born Sept. 9, 
al 1848. Tle is the son of Henry R. and An- 
nie (Cowles) Hilton, natives of Vermont. They 
were engaged in farming and came to Towa in 1855, 
settling at Maquoketa, Jackson County, and pur- 
chased 320 acres of land. ‘There they remained until 
taken away by deathin 1881 and 1883, respectively. 
They had reared a family of twelve children, six 
of whom survive at the present day, as follows : 
Joel C., Herburt, Lovisa, Phebe, Albert and 
Henry D. 

The subject of this history remained at home un- 
til he reached the age of twenty-two years, assist- 
ing about the farm and receiving a practical educa- 
tion. He next entered the carpenter's trade, at 
which he worked two years, as a apprentice, and 
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Jackson County, and also served as 
There he remained for two years, and 
clerk- 


Andrew, in 


be etectesesesibassess: 


Postmaster, 
from there went to Preston, and took a 
ship ina dry goods and grocery house, remaining 
The ensuing three years he spent 
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eighteen months. 
in the schoolroom following the profession of a peda- 
gogue,and during vacations served as book-keeper 
for Drs, Ennis & Patton, until 1881. He then ac- 
cepted a position with the Northwestern Railroad 
Company as clerk, and his steadiness and upright 
character, together with his evident desire to please, 
and to labor for the interests of his employer, kept 
him in this position until 1883, at which time he 
was rewarded by promotion to the office of Gen- 
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eral Agent. 

He was married, in 1873, to Miss Effie Seamonds, 
a native of Jackson County, lowa,and a daughter 
Of Charles R. Seamonds, who came to Towa in 1843, 
from Virginia. Mr. and Mrs. Hilton are the par- 
ents of two children—Phebe I. and Alice EK, In 
polities he is Republican. He belongs to the Towa 
Legion of Honor and the’ Modern Woodmen of 
America. His residence is situated on Third 
street, between Washington and Exchange, and is 
a credit to its owner, 
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D) ICHARD C, WOLFE. 
| do and successful farmers of Liberty Town- 
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Among the well-to- 


AA ship, this county, is the gentleman whose 
©) name heads this notice, He is a pioneer of 
1859, and since that date has been actively identi- 
fied with the agricultural development of the 
county. Mr. Wolfe is the son of Maurice and El- 
len (Cary) Wolfe, natives of the “Land of the 
Shamrock.” The parents came to this country in 
1847, and in 1859 settled in this township, where 
the father followed agricultural pursuits for twenty 
years, His demise took place April 1, 1879, and 
his good wife died in Ottawa, La Salle Co., Ml., 
Aug. 14, 1857. They had a family of twelve chil- 
dren, and Richard C,, our subject, was the tenth in 
order of birth. 
Richard C. Wolfe was born at Ottawa, Ill., Dee, 
10,1847. He came to this county with his parents 
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then clerked in a hardware store, in the village of | in 1859, and his life has been devoted to agricult- ; 


iis 
ural pursuits. He is the owner of 437 acres of land, He 
and is meeting with far more than ordinary success |i {4 
as afarmer, He keeps from fifty to sixty head of Oy 
cattle and nine head of horses on his place, and fat- praia 


| 
tens about seventy head of hogs annually for the hy (KG 
market, a 
The marriage of our subject took place in Lib- | 
erty Township, April 16, 1877, at which time Miss 
Margaret MceGunnigle became his wife. She was 
born at North Madison, Ind., Feb. 24, 1854, and . 
has borne her husband four children—James, El- 
len, Maurice and Edward, 
Mr, Wolfe has held the office of Constable, and in 
the fall of 1884 was elected Justice of the Peace, 
and is the present incumbent of that office. In pol- 
ities he votes with the Democratic party, 
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=) HRISTIAN OHSANN. Among the self- 
C made business-men of Lyons, who have sue- 
y) ceeded in life without the aid of any legacy 


and who owe their success to their own exertions, 
is Christian Ohsann, who is engaged in the meat 
business at No. 115 Main street. Mr. Ohsann 
fas born in Germany in 1830, His parents were 
Andrew and Sophia (Fichtel) Ohsann, and natives 
of Germany. 

The subject of this brief notice left his native 
land and emigrated to the United States in 1853. 
Ilis younger years were spent in the common 
schools of his native country and on the farm. At 
twenty years, being compelled by the laws of his 
country, he engaged in her service and for three 
years was numbered among her soldiers: He 
then came to this country, leaving his mother and 
two sisters behind, his father having died when he nu 
was but four years of age. Reaching the United — jjf} 
States, he made his way almost directly to Chicago, |[A)5 
and after passing two years there, came to Lyons. 
There he engaged in the ice business, in which he 
continued for upward of five years, but it not 
proving remunerative, he abandoned it and em- 
barked in the butcher business, which he has fol- 
lowed until this writing and in which he has met | “4 or 
with far more than ordinary success. He erecteda § 
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fine brick store building on Main street, near Sixth, | Ist Iowa Cay., for three years; Ann E., Hulda A., 
for a meat market, in 1881, This building is | Mary E. and Benjamin F., the latter of whom died 
22x66 feet in dimensions, and has been his place of in the hospital at Saint Louis, Oct. 18, 1862. He 
business since. In addition to the property re- “as a member also of the 1st Lowa Cay. 
ferred to he is the proprietor of a farm of fifty-two | Mr. Bullock owns 200 acres of land under first- 
acres inside the corporate limits of the city of  elass cultivation, which is highly productive. His 
~ Lyons. Politically he votes with the Republican | residence is neat and well located, and their home 
a party, and is a member of Iron Hall Lodge, of | cirele includes Harriet I., born June 11, 1856, who 
Lyons, and was also Chief Justice in that order for | died July 2, 1864; Ellsworth A., born Sept. 15, 
a year. 1862, who married Miss Minnie Johnson, Jan, 24, 
Mr. Ohsann was united in marriage with Miss | 1884. They have one child, by name Clyde J., 
Elizabeth Bear, in 1855, She was born in Baden, | born May 19, 1885. Mr. and Mrs. Bullock lost 
Germany, and has borne her husband ten children: | Clyde M., born May 14, 1870, by death, Oct, 14, 
Amelia, Elizabeth, Sophia, Otilie, Gustav, Herman, 1871. 
Henry, Edmund, Dora and Maria. In 1862, Mr. Bullock enlisted in the Ist Iowa 
Gay., Col Fritz H. Warren, Commander. This was 
SS» > known as Co. B or as the Hawkeye Rangers. This 
company was raised in Clinton County ; its first 
AVID 8. BULLOCK. The subject of this | Captain was Judge W, E. Leflingwell. Mr, Bullock 
sketch is one of the principal farmers of | Was mustered into service at Davenport Aug. 26, 
Clinton County, and is located on section | 1862, and at once went on to Saint Louis. Ie con- 
27, Sharon Township, where he engages in tinued in the army four years. In politics he is a 
agriculture. Mr, Bullock was born in Jefferson | Republican, and votes the ticket as he does all 
County, N. Y., Sept. 3, 1829, and is the son of | other things, promptly and with a stanch belief 
Lanson and Sophia (Smith) Bullock. His father in his party and its wisdom of policy. 












4 was born in Litchfield, Conn., July 2, 1800, and 

. died March 25, 1844. He was a farmer by occupa- eM 
. tion, and married Jan. 4, 1826. His wife was born 

oes in Salem, N. Y., July 23, 1805, and died May 27, =) UGENIO ANDERSON, deceased, was a pio- : 
_ 1885, in Wayne County, N. Y. neer of Brookfield Township and was born 


Mr. Bullock of this sketch was the second child Uf) in Rockingham County, Va., May 14, 1808, 
in order of birth of his father’s family. He married He was the eldest son of James and Mary (Blaine) 
Miss Ann E. Monroe, June 19, 1855, She was | Anderson. The subject of this personal history 
born Aug. 6, 1838, in Rochester, N. Y., and is the | was reared on his father’s farm in his native county, 
daughter of Benjamin F. and Iulda (Lilly) Mon- | and was there married to Jane Phillips, Feb. 4, 
roe, both born in New York. Mrs. Bullock’s father | 1830. She was born in Rockingham County, Va., 
was born May 11, 1810, and died May 5, 1880, March 12, 1809,and was the daughter of William 
at the advanced age of seventy years. Hecameto | and EK deahoth (Iogshead) Phillips. At the time 
this county in 1855, and was one of the pioneers of | of marrl inge Mr. Anderson bought the interest of 
Wthis section. He was 2 Congregational minister by | the heirs in his fs ither’s home and lived there till 
[profession and had told the “ old, old story” from | 1853, when he sold it, and accompanied by his wife 
“the pulpit for about thirty-six years. Tle was mar- and children, started for Lowa with four horses and 
ried May 13, 1831, to Miss Hulda Lilly, who was | a covered wagon, besides one horse attached to a 
en Oct. 23, 1813, and whose place of nativity | buggy. They bought a large tent and cooking 
was Monroe County, N. Y. She died March 27, | utensils and provisions and cooked and camped on 
Hi 1877. They were the parents of five children, | the way. ‘They crossed the river at Davenport 
e Squire L., who was a member of Co. B, | and landed in Jackson County, Lowa, after a jour- 
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ney of four weeks and four days. 
moved into a granary belonging to Mr. 
Mr, Anderson then started out to look for a 
tion, and succeeding in finding one to his satisfac- 
of wild land on sec- 
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tion, he bought eighty acres 
tion 10, Brookfield Township. 

During the summer after the arrival of the An- 
in Iowa, the husband and father 
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derson family 
made every effort to begin in such a 
would tend toward the highest improvement of 
He broke several acres on 
house into 


5 





his home in the end. 
his farm and erected a small frame 
which the family moved long before it was com- 
pleted. Tere he lived and acquired both an ex- 
cellent reputation and considerable property, and 
where he first set foot in the Hawkeye State, hav- 
inga boundless ambition to succeed in the world, and 
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this life May 14,1884. He was markedly successful as 
a farmer, and added to his landed estates at differ- 
ent times till he had 860 acres of land. He also 
hes erected neat farm buildings on his place,which were 
frame structures, and his grounds and lawn he im- 
proved, and planted ornamental shrubs and flowers. 

Of the union of Mr, and Mrs. Anderson, eight 
children, five of whom survive, were born as fol- 
lows: Maria J., wife of Samuel Bader, who lives in 
Hawarden, Sioux Co., lowa; Jesse (see sketch) ; 
David H., who lives in Maquoketa; George H., a 
resident of Dakota; Melinda A.,wife of John Sidle, 
who lives in Bloomfield Township; Elizabeth, eld- 
est child, who married A, L. Dyer, now deceased ; 
James, who died at the age of two years, and Han- 
nah V., the youngest, who died at the age of fif- 
teen, just at the time when childhood and woman- 
hood were meeting. 
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AS) W. HUSTON, druggist at Clinton, a na- 
tive of Hamilton County, Ohio, was born 
July 18, 1838. His parents were James 
and Martha Jane (Coan) Iluston. James was the 
son of Paul Huston, who made the first settlement 
at Pleasant Run, Hamilton. County, about 1800, 
He was one of three who came there from that 
State. Paul Huston had a family of five sons and 
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a heart overflowing with good desires, he departed 
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three daughters, allof whom grew up. James had }} 
five sons and one daughter. His wife was the | 
daughter of Maj. Charles Coan, who probably at- 
tained his commission in the War of 1812, or in the 
Revolutionary War. 

George W. spent his boyhood on the farm and _ 
obtained a good common-school education, sup- | 
plementing it with a collegiate course of study at 
Farmer’s College, College Hill, Ohio. He returned 
to the farm which he worked somewhat extensively 
until 1867, when he sold out his interest and sub- 
sequently located at Ashton, Lee Co., Ill, where he 
conducted the grain business for a few years, and 
afterward became a druggist, which he continued 
for four years. 

[le was united in marriage in 1879, with Mary L., 
daughter of Thomas Robinson, a glass manufact- 
urer of Pittsburgh, Pa, She was a lady of high at- 
tainments and possessed noble characteristics and 
a true womanhood. ‘They have four children by 
this union, two sons and two daughters— William, 
a druggist; James 'T., married and the father of one 
daughter, Eleanor; William R. was associated with 
his father in business; Mary L. and Grace A, ; 
they buried Eleanor, a young lady of high attain- 
ments and estimable qualities of mind and heart. 
She had just graduated from the High School. 

The family attend the Presbyterian Chureh, of 
which they are members, and Mr. Huston belongs 
to some of the secret societies of the Masons, to 
Ashbon Lodge No. 5351, and Western Star Lodge. 
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Ss) C. McCOLLOM. Prominent among the 
Oo; enterprising and progressive young men of 
Clinton may be named the subject of this 
personal history, who stands high in the later his- 
tory of this section of country as a citizen, who, 
though young in years, has made rapid strides to- 
ward pronounced success in business. He is well 
known and highly respected unong railroad men all 
over the country, and is a favorite among all who 
know him. : 
Mr, McCollom, who is store-keeper of track ma- 
terial of the Iowa Division of the Chicago & North- jes 
western Railway, is a native of Michigan, and was ‘held 
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born Aug. 14, 1854,‘in Detroit. Tis father was N. 
C. McCollom,a native of Potsdam, N. Y., coming 
of Scotch ancestry. His mother, Mary Hutchison, 
was a native of Michigan, and traces her lineage to 
the Douglass Clan. C. C. ‘spent his childhood in 
the city of Detroit, and at the age of three, his peo- 
“ple located at Saint John’s, Mich, Mis father was a 
machinist by trade, and was one of the best of his 
class. He valued education highly and encouraged 
his son to obtain a good public school education. 
C. C. showed natural ability as a scholar, and proved 
himself in a fair way to become first-class In that 
respect, but at the age of fifteen, his father dying, 
he found himself compelled to begin life for him- 
self, Oursubject, who was manly beyond his years, 
felt that his widowed mother and a sister, the only 
survivors of the family, had the first claim upon him, 
and his first wish was to labor for them. [He clerked 
first in stores at Saint John’s, Grand Rapids, and St, 
Louis. In 1881 he went to Chicago, and after 
spending one month in the Comptroller’s office, 
went to Belle Plain for three months, and in the 
same year he came to Clinton, where he has since 
continued, filling his position most admirably, and 
winning the regard and entire confidence not only 
of the company but of the community at large. 
He takes a keen interest in literary circles sand be- 
ae to the Chautauqua Circle, 
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ARTIN B. INGWERSEN, a retired farmer 
of Lyons, is the subject of this personal 
\ narration, He is a native of Herzogthum, 
Sleswick, Germany, born Feb, 2, 1832, and 
is the son of Boyd and Margaret (Ottsen) Ingwer- 
sen, nativesof Germany. They died in the father- 
Be land in 1852 and 1866 respectively ; he was engaged 
WHat the carpenter’s trade, 

ai my ‘The subject was only a child when his father 

= died, and he lived with his mother through all the 

i J changes incident to childhood and youth until he 
we 


" e attained the age of twenty-one. 
_ me 
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He had received 
a common-school education and worked out, but 

the laws of Germany required his services in the 
‘army he determined to ship for America that he 
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oo, He first went to Sandusky, 
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might avoid the hardships incident; to army life. 
He landed in New York City in 1855, and paused 
to consider to what point of the country he would 
Ohio, 
worked on a farm for eleven months, receiving but 
$10 per month. 
Iowa and settled in Clinton County, engaging in 
different kinds of work, After adding slightly to 
his funds he bought a yoke of oxen and 
onto a farm in Center Township. 
about eighty acres and he worked it for one year, 


where he 


Subsequent to this he came to 


went 
This comprised 
then rented another 100 acres and continued about 
the same length of time to cultivate and improve 
it. His next move was to buy a farm of 105 acres 
in Deep Creek ‘Township, and moved onto the same 
in 1862. 
and continued improving, and in 1868, he built a 
valued at $1,200, and 
To these he has added all necessary out- 


There he built a small house and barn 


house 
S800. 
buildings, making the whole but little short of 
$3,000, In 1880 he came to Lyons and bought 
the property where he now lives, ‘This is situated 
on Fifth street, between Eighth and Ninth avenues, 
and is valued at $1,587. In 1883 he also added 
to his property between Ninth and 
Tenth streets, and in 1886 bought a house and lot 
on Fifth street between Fourth and Fifth avenues, 

He was married in 1868, on the 28th of Febru- 
ary, in Deep Creek Township, to Johanna 5, 
Schwartz, born Noy. 2, 1840, She is a native of 
Prussia, and a daughter of Frederick M. (Wenzel) 
Schwartz, natives of Germany, ‘They came to 
Ameriea in 1856, and settled in Clinton County, 
renting farms until 1859, purchasing eighty acres 
of improved and cultivated land in that year, On 
that he continued until 1864, when he added 160 
acres of prairie land. In 1886 he retired from 
business and came to Lyons, where he purchased a 
house and lot on Sixth street, and there lives at the 
present time, 

Mr. and Mrs. I. have a family of ten children, 
five of whom survive as follows: Johanna; Charles 
M., married Catherine Tiethmier; William J., mar- 
ried Wilhelmina Hyden; Wilhelmina, now Mrs, 
Pohlmann. 

Mr. Ingwersen is in politics an Independent, and 
has held the office of Supervisor of the roads for 
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2 some length of time. Mrs, Ingwersen, after com- | there since his last purchase. It comprises fort 





ing to America, worked for five years in families | acres, and the Methodist Episcopal parsonage stand 
with a view to helping the parents who were strug- | On the same section, with two acres of land attached , 
gling with the difficulties incident to coming into a |: He now has 162 acres of land finely improved, anc 
new country. Four of them were spent in the | 100 in Guthrie County, same State. ) 
home of W. D. Follett. Mr. and Mrs. Ingwersen Mr. Ebersole married, Oct. 10, 1843, Barbar 
are devoted members of the Lutheran Church | Ebersole. She was born in Lancaster County, Pa. 
whose religious doctrines they worship under, and | March 18, 1824, and is the daughter of Jacob and 
in whose religious faith they find that sweet con- annie Ebersole, natives of Pennsylvania, and of 
tent that all find who are in deed and in truth German descent. Their family comprised eleven 
children, six of whom survive. The union of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ebersole has been productive of the fol- 
lowing children: Emma, wife of Abraham Hurst, 
. who lives in Bloomfield Township; Amos, who 
)BRAHAM EBERSOLE. ‘The subject of | lives in Guthrie County, Iowa; Henry living in fy 
this personal narration is prominent and | Bloomfield Township ; ‘annie, wife of J.C. Ham- 
prosperous farmer, and a good citizen of mond, living at Omaha, Neb,; Isaac, a resident of 
Clinton County. His residence stands on | Guthrie County, and May, wife of John Gish, liv- 
ing in Bloomfield Township, 

Mr. Ebersole and wife and the larger part of 
their family are members of the Methodist Episeo- 
pal Church and are faithful workers in the cause of 
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section 8, Bloomfield Township, and ts considered 
one of the most attractive homes in the town- 
ship. He was born in Lancaster County, Pa., 
July 2, 1821, His father, John Ebersole, was born 
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in the same county, and his grandfather, Christian which she profess BD be actherents: I < polities our . 

| ii 8 Ebersole, was also a native of Pennsylvania. The subject is a Republican, Supporumy his party with 

iE ereat-erandfather of Abraham Ebersole, and all | hearty zeal and honest convictions. 

a preceding him as progenitors of this family were ae | 

o of German extraction. tat 4 0 Ko 4 

nf Our subject was reared on his father’s farm and | . 

ie lived with his parents until his marriage. At that | TRY OBERT MONROE, of Clinton, by occupa- 

i time he bought the old homestead and made many | tion a painter, and considered an expert in }{j}:- L 

af improvements within a few years. He was com- | (A\ his special line of industry, is a native of aay 

ne mended for his zeal and enterprise, and after a short \) New York, born near Ogdensburg in St, - | 

bee period Bold the homestead to his brother-in-law, at | Lawrence County, and is the son of Johnand Eliza- i i 

n this time in Franklin County. Kt. was an old, | beth (Connel) Monroe, They were natives of Tres! 

nh worn-out hae but he built uw RP improved be land and Canada respectively and lived in New : ‘ 

t soca ane remained there, making if a home until | York until their de: aths, which took place in 1882 and = . 

1 EOOo: [his was ous ae ike and as he was | 1854 respectively. They were aged eighty-two years ||): “" 

y ; often annoyed by scouts Sn pouLnend cavalry, he | and had a family of eight children, five of whom are - 

i sold out and removed to Illinois, where he spent | still living. ‘Their names are as follows: James and i - 

l the summer in Whiteside County. In the fall of | William (twins), Henry, Betsey, now Mrs. Trum- r hy 

t : that year he ; eee pie be Loney and bought a | bull, a resident of New York; Robert, who remained © a - 
i farm on section 17, Bloomfield Township, but kept | at home until he reached the age of seventeen years, e 

ue the place only a few months. Subsequently he | engaging in various branches of business and work- ee 

a: rented land, continuing for five years as a lessee. | ing in Albany at painting until he came 0 Clinton + 

ne Eventually, however, he purchased on section 10, | in 1864. Since that time he has been continuous- 

. h ; and lived there four years, then sold, and bought — Ly engaged at painting and is improving in his art | 
| ; On section 8. This farm he still ownsand has lived | in every way possible. He has been foreman in the i 
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Cc. B. & Q. R. R. shops, having numbers of men In 
his employ doing house and sign painting and dec- 
‘orating. 



































city, building on the same. His next purchase was 
on Sixth avenue and he subsequently made a pur- 
chase at No. 613 Ninth avenue. The residence 
which stands on this lot is valued at $1,800, the sec- 
ond is estimated at $1,500. ‘The house standing on 
Second avenue with the surrounding grounds is a 
valuable piece of property, that situated on Fourth 
street is a brick building whose valuation has been 
placed at $5,000. ‘Besides these he also owns the 
place where he now resides, which is a most delight- 
ful home, valued at $2,000. 

Mr. Monroe was married in 1865, to Miss Mary 
Norton, of Pittsfield, Mass. She is the daughter of 
Thomas and Catherine (Burns) Norton, and is the 
mother of tworchildren, by name, Milton and Rob- 
ert. Our subject is Republican and supports his 
party with stanch and strong sentiment and vote. 
He is one of the prominent men of Clinton, a relia- 
ble citizen, and is considered one of the able men 
of worth and integrity resident in this section of 
country. When he came to this city he was ex- 
tremely restricted financially, having but $4 in his 
pocket, and was unknown and felt himself a stran- 
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Md ger, laboring under unhappy circumstances, — He 
— may, in a large degree, be called a self-made man, 
/ as he has risen to a high point of prosperity and 
-. a success, | 


er a 


\ RS. ANNA M. COLLETT, living at De 
Witt, is the widow of Jacob Collett, who 
was born in Tuscarawas County, Ohio, in 
1832, and died in Clinton County, June 

27, 1872. He was a farmer and stock-raiser by 
5 Na ae and followed that calling all his life. 
Hii tte was moderately successful and was regarded i in 
ite as an gone conscientious man, one who 


a : y do unto him, and thus es ee the respect and es- 
bs al ‘teem of a large circle of friends. 

i. a) Jaeob Collett was married to Miss Anna M, 
BENE, a She was 
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USwartz, born in Lagrange County, Ind. 
the daughter of William and Julia M. Swartz, na- 
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He first purchased a lot on Second avenue in this — 
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tives of Belmont County. Ohio. Mrs, Collett was 


born Nov. 24, 1836, and her marriage took place 
with Mr. Collett April 29,1855. By her mar- 


riage there were seven children born to them, all of 
whom living. The family came to Clinton 
County in 1865, and settled in De Witt ‘Township, 
about three and a half miles southwest of the vil- 
lage of De Witt. There they lived until 1884, 
when Mrs. Collett removed to De Witt. 

In politics Mr. Collett voted with the Demo- 
cratic party. 
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CFP UKODORE HOING, a retired farmer of Ly- 
6 ons, is the subject of this personal history. 
©) He was a native of Europe, born in 1841, 

and is the son of Theodore and Sophia (Volraler) 

Lloing, natives of Europe. They came to Amer- 

ica in 1845, with their family, and settled at Ga- 

lena, Ill, at the expiration of which they moved to 

Wisconsin, Mr. Hoing was engaged in mining for 

three years in that State, after which he moved to 

Hampshire Township, Clinton County, and pur- 

chased a farm. He died in 1875, and the mother 

died in Galena, in 1847. Their family consisted 
of three children, by name: Elizabeth, now Mrs, 

Schroder, of Lyons; Frances, died at the age of 

eighteen, in 1864, and lastly, the subject of this 

sketch, 

When Theodore Hoing had received a practical 
education, he labored on a farm for a time after 
his mother’s death, living with an uncle for eight 
years. In 1864 he commenced the business of his 
father, that of mining, in Wisconsin and Illinois, 


for a few months, but afterward, in partnership 
with his father, began agricultural pursuits in 


Hampshire Township, Clinton Co., Iowa, There 
he remained until the death of the latter, when he 
came into possession Of the farm of 105 acres, On 
this he remained until 1880, when he retired from 
it, and in 1881 removed to Lyons and bought the 
place where he now lives, on Sixth street. 

Ile was united in the holy bonds of matrimony in 
1866, with Miss Mary Schreider, a native of Ger- 
many, and daughter of Herman and Theresa (Kahle) 
Schreider, natives of the same country. They 


aah a 


ry naan rhaais 


peerrretetretterterstseccet |i 


1) age ieee hi ke 
eee eae rd” CON WEeceseeeee SeeE Se eyes ye eee ee oak Be ire i 












=; SS aaits aor ~ aE ; + = <TLRRA = 


" ALAS * DLid Leche betse ee as 7 


el 


Sys 




















wry ASAE a HAA EXEXEAEAXXIREATATY| PR 
Ty IEEE 7 tt. i PAUTEEY, veaee grease % iy PESFE EP PRRPEL Ba l 
jcierrr i EXEK TELE vrriryiriixy NS 














sririe 6 Cgteeveennett ' on . 
RSS ORREMASALD SAS EREERERSAAAASL ELSA AS ELS: sees 


TESS SS SES RSs OSSSOS ESE SOOO SSSS EP HESS OPED SIERO OSES 





z) Zz 
eee 





see 


=f isis 


wees seitivirsstis 


eee eeeewerettte 
c ‘s SESS SESS SPSS SESS SCOSSTSESESSSSSSSSESSSSSESSS“ESSS*SESSSCSES CIEGSSTESS SESE SESEE eeee 


Piiwete 





veebett 


ef SS SP SSSOPSE SFE SE SEES SESS SESEEESEEEEEFALELEST SEES SESE ESESESEOS SCOR SE 


: = 


oe 


La 





ee. 





ape cabeip ely COUNTY. 





| 





ay 


ve land and Mrs. Hoing came 
ane is the owner 


remained in their nat 
to America in 1865, 
in Hampshire Township, comprising 120 acres. 


of a farm 


Mr. Hoing is 2 Democrat in polities, and an act- 
ive and hopeful, public-spirited man. He was 


elected to the office of Supervisor of Roads in 
Hampshire Township, and was Alderman of the 
Fourth Ward in Lyons from 1884 to 1886. He is 
a man of large-hearted kindness and generosity, and 
although he has had no children of his own to glad- 
den the household, he and his wife have adopted an 
orphan, Mary, to whom they have given the affec- 
tion, refinement and gentle surroundings of a home. 
Mr. Hoing is eminently fitted for office and 
often demanded in that capacity, and may well be 
considered one of the most worthy citizens and 
ble men in Lyons. 
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—) W. THOMAS. ‘The subject of this personal 
: history is a retired farmer living on section 
—) 18, Spring Valley Township. He was born 

in Pennsylvania, Aug. 26, 1812, and is the son of 

Hazael and Thomasine (Huffman) Thomas, natives 

of the Keystone State. His grandfather was named 

Hazael Thomas, and was one of the weathiest men in 

that part of the country, which enabled Tazael 

‘Thomas, Jr., t0 acquire as good an education as the 

country afforded and, added to that, he was a man 

of refined tastes and excellent morals, and was pzar- 





ticultrly averse to tobacco and whisky. He re- 
ceived a large amount of land from his father 


when starting out for himself, and was thus saved 
the weariness and discouragements of those young’ 
men who begin at the bottom of the ladder, Te 
was the father of seven children, as follows: George 
W., Harriett, Klhanan W., ugene, Frances H., An- 
thony W. and Margaret, The parents educated all 
their children, bequeathing to them that good fort- 
une which the world cannot take away. They de- 
parted this life in the State of Pennsylvania, 

Mr. KE. W. Thomas of this writing remained at 
home until he attained the age of sixteen years. Ile 
then learned the trade of a carriage-maker, and fol- 
lowed the same for a few years, carrying it on at 
Downingtown, thirty miles west of Philadelphia. 
In 1835 he was married to Mary Guthrie, a native 
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of Chester County, Pa. 
Saint Louis, where he took a contract to build the 
Saint Louis & Belleville Railroad. He was engaged 
at this about two years, building eight and three- 
fourth miles, and a trestle bridge 2,300 feet long. 
When completed it was known as Lake Bridge. | 
While employed by the United States to superin- > 
tend the publie works on the Mississippi River, at 
Saint Louis, Robert E, Lee Government En- 
gineer. He labored here four years. For part pay 
of his services in building the above railroad, he re- 
ceived 640 acres of land situated in Cook C ounty, 
seven miles west of the Court- House. 

During the time Mr. Thomas was in ‘the service 
of the Government at Saint Louis, that city made 
au appropriation to defray the expense of surveys 
for a proposed suspension bridge across the Missis- 
sippi, at that pomt. Mr, Elliott, of Philadelphia, 
Who was a noted bridge-builder, was sent for to 
make the necessary soundings, in order that the 
depth of the bed-rock could be ascertained, At the 
request of Mr. Elliott and Robert E. Lee, who as 
above mentioned was U.S. Engineer, Mr. Thomas 
undertook the difficult task of making the survey 
and finding the number of feet of bed-rock, He 
mace three surveys to the satisfaction of the gentle- 
men in charge, and all the parties interested. This 
incident merely illustrates the great confidence those 
men had in his skill and ability to perform this im- 
portant and difficult work, After this he took 
a contract to build a dam and sawmill, on the Saint 
Croix River, above Taylor’s Falls, which was at 
that time an Indian country. He was in that lo- 
cality two summers and one Winter; at that time 
there were no white people living there except those 
he took up there with him. After re eturning he 


went onto his farm near Chicago, and remained 
seven years, 


was the 


CUTE ELL PR Pt eae 


Sy PtP istis 


During that time he took some heavy 
contracts at Saint Louis, and in 1851, took a con- 
tract on the first division of the Missouri & Pacific 
KR. R., between 30 and 40 miles out of Saint Louis, 
which engaged his attention for four years. His next 
movement was a trip to Texas, making the trip by 
private conveyance, He passed through the In- 
dian Territory, going to San Antonio and to the 
vulf of Mexico, He then started east for Houston, 
Austin, Waco, Corsicana, then went as a as Ful- 
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Ark., went to Elizabeth on the White River, and 
to New Madrid, Mo. He next bought a planta- 
tion, left his son and came as far as Saint Louis, 
where he bought a lot of slaves, and took his fam- 
ily on a steamboat to New Madrid on his farm, fle 
next engaged in farming on his plantation for two 
years, but at the option of his wife, who disliked 


community as a citizen. 





could reach and no clang or murmur, of industry 
fell upon the waiting ear. His farm is not large, 
neither is he one of the most extensive agricultur- 
ists or wealthy citizens, but he stands well in the 
His home, which is. sit- 


uated on section 36, Sharon Township, comprises 


not far from eighty acres. Ile came to the county 
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ton, on the Red River. He also visited Little Rock, | of civilization had been seen as far as the eye 
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slavery, he sold out and went to Chicago. In that in the autumn of 1858, and here obtained the a 
thriving city he remained two years, then came to eround on which to found his future home. His §.)) 7 
Lyons, Lowa, and engaged in the buying and ship- | buildings are neat and well planned, showing wis- : . 
ping of wheat. dom of design and execution, His barn is 42x48 i 7 
; In 1859 he purchased a gristmill, and operated it and has a shed 50x20 feet. He engages in the i 7 
| about fifteen years and sold it. [twas a water-mill | breeding of graded stock, and feels no small de- at - 
f and has now gone into decay. It had heen run for | gree of pride in his handsome estate and * his cat- th . 
_ fifteen years. About that time he bought 260 acres tle wpon a thousand hills.” i ‘ 
rae with the mill, and in 1871 bought a water-mill in Mr. Wade is the son of Albert and Mary (Pol- fee 7 
/ Teed’s Grove. Ile has three children living, by lard) Wade, who were born in Rhode Island and Heh ‘ 
i. name John R., a farmer in Hancock County, New York, respectively. His father was born May q a 
. Iowa; Benton II, resides in Las Vegas, N. M.: | 8, 1813, and now lives in Keokuk County, Lowa. ra 
A Julia, now Mrs, McGuire. Mrs. Thomas died in | His parents went to the State of New York when a : 
-, February, 1876, and our subject married for his Albert was but a. lad of sixteen years. At a - 
oe . second wife, Sept. 26, 1878, Pauline Gottlob. She | that time he learned the blacksmith’s trade, pursu- iu 4 
* é, f had two children by her first husband—William 'T, | ing it for the next twenty years. In 1853 he came in 
en i and Amelia. to Clinton County and purchased 160 acres of | 
ro, te Mr. Thomas is a prominent man and is well liked land, to which he afterward added forty acres. 
Ps = ie for his interest in public matters, In poiitics he is | His wife was born in September, 1825, and has be- 
ier, - a Democrat and has held many offices of public come the mother of five children, as follows: Lu- 
Fie on | trust. He has been Justice of the Peace, Superin- | man, Salem (of this sketch), Rhoda L., Charles W. gid ; 
- a i; i tendent of Schools and ‘Township Trustee. Hleisone | and Hannah L, 7 
ae of the most useful and worthy citizens of Spring Mr. Wade, Jr., was married to Miss Mary A. 
‘s Valley Township, and Clinton County may feel a Paris, Oct. 15, 1867. She was born Keb, 17, 1848, 
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pride in men of his caliber and make-up. Mr. 
Thomas is a blood relative of Anthony Wayne, the 
distinguished General of the Revolution, and also a 
cousin of the late Maj. Gen, George H. Thomas, so 
distinguished for heroic bravery in our late Civil 
War. A portrait of Mr. 'T. is given on page 550, 


ALEM WADE. Among the multitude of 


County worthy the name of pioneers is 
that of the subject of this personal history. 





hh He came to this section at the time when the coun- 


an} . . 
try was a broad, unbroken prairie, before the smoke 
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names that grace the records of Clinton — 


in Warren County, Ohio, and is the daughter of 
John and Margaret Her father’s place of 
nativity was New Jersey and the year of his birth 
was 1814... lis wife died in November, 1856. Mr. 
Paris was married the second time to Miss Susan 
This union has been productive of the 
Ile is also the father of 


aris. 









Payne. 
birth of seven children. 
seven by his first. marriage. 

Mr. Wade of this writing has four ehildren—Al- 
bert J., born Sept. 1, 1868, departed this life Jan. | 
13, 1869; Lousetta, born Aug. 21, 1871; Meribah, 
July 25, 1875, nnd Lester, Aug. 19, 1884. 

Our subject also, in addition to an unstained 
record as a man and citizen, has a war remembrance 
of which he is in nowise ashamed, Ile entered the 
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service in 1864, and remained until June 14, 1865, 
Fortunately he was never called to active duty, but 
stood ever ready to respond to the call to arms, 
Theologically he is a Free-thinker, and is a Repub- 
lican in politics. He quotes his nativity as New 
York and he came to this State at dates above 
mentioned. He has therefore received all his edu- 
‘ation and spent most of his life in Clinton County, 


Lowa. 
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rm ATRICK C. LANAGAN. Within the 
) borders of Clinton County there are many 
A well-to-do citizens of the agricultural class 

\ who have sueceeded in life and to-day are 
the owners of fine farms which they have acquired 
through those three necessary requisites to success— 
Among’ this class 






push, pluck and perseverance, 
is the subject of this notice, owning 447 acres of 
land in Deep Creek Township, and residing on his 
homestead located on sections 29 and 30, and the 
major portion of which he has brought to a high 
state of cultivation. 

Our subject is the third in order of birth of his 
parents’ family of ten children, His father, Matthew 
Lanagan, was born in County Down, Ireland, and 
of genuine Irish ancestry. He was married in that 
county to Miss Catherine Connor, who was also 
born there, Matthew was a farmer by occupation 
awd also a mechanic by trade, and he and his wife 
lived and died on the Emerald Isle. 

Patrick Lanagan was an inmate of his father’s 
household until he developed into manhood, He 
learned the carpenter’s trade under the instraction 
of his father, and three years after he had attained 
the age of maturity, left his native Isle and went to 
Liverpool. From the latter city he set sail for 
this country, arriving at New York City, April 4, 
1855. We next find him at Rochester, N. Y., 
where he passed Christmas Eve, the first one spent 
on this side of the Atlantic, then went to Chicago 
and from the latter city came to Lyons, this county, 
wriving here Jan. 2, 1856. Ue began working 
at his trade at Lyons, at which he labored until 
the fall of 1860, when he moved to Deep Creek 
Township and purchased LOO acres of wild land. 


Trea 


ne EAE Lee ee Saee 
EIT a, 
AES EXEXRSEEVELTUAEINTUIELLY 


CLINTON COUNTY. . 533 


















On this tract he located and entered actively upon) 
the task of clearing and improving it, determined) 
to make it a future abiding-place for himself andj) 
family. How well he has succeeded one can easily 
determine by viewing his fine farm and improve-r 
ments thereon. | 

Mr. Lanagan was united in marriage, July 6,/u, 
1857, with Miss Margaret Carney, a native of Ire- 
land. She was born in 1838, and came to this 
country when a girl fourteen years old with her 
brother. Her parents both died in her native 
country, and after residing at Boston for awhile she 
‘ame to this county, arriving here in 1855. Of the 
union of Mr. and Mrs, Lanagan eleven children have 
been born, all of whom are living, residing at home 
andunmarried, The names are.as follows: Matthew, 
Catherine, Susan, James, Maggie, Dennis, Ann, 
Mary, Agnes, Patrick and Henry. 
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ANS GEORGE, a prosperous and progres- 
sive farmer and a self-made man, is a resi- 
dent of Olive Township and one of its best 
known citizens. He was born in Bergen |= 

Stift, Norway, Sept. 28, 1835, and is the son of 

Jorgon Olson, who is still living in Norway at the 

advanced age of ninety-one years. The subject 

was one Of six children and was the oldest of the 
family. He attended the public schools a portion 
of each year until he attained the age of twenty 
years, and while not in school was engaged in farm- HA 
ing and sailing off the coast of Norway. In the~ 

month of April, 1857, he set sail from Bergen and |e 
landed at Quebee after a voyage of nine weeks. 

He went directly to Chicago, where he arrived July 

4, and spent two days. He then went to Morris, 

Ill. Having at the time but $80 in money and good 

health and willing hands, he soon found employ- 

ment at farming, He received but seventy-five 
cents per day, but he remained in the neighborhood 
of Morris eight years. He then came to Clinton 

County. He had saved his earnings while in Tli- 

nois and bought eighty acres of wild land, which 

was located on section 34, in Olive Township. He 
built a small frame house and very soon began to 
improve his land. He was soon enabled to buy 
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another eighty acres of land, and now has 160 
acres under cultivation, He has planted fruit and 
shade trees and erected fine sets of buildings, and 
now has a homestead of which any man might be 
proud, He is also interested in 350 acres of land 
in Martin County, Minn. 

He was united in marriage, April 15, 1859, with 
Anna Oleson, who was born in Bergen Stift, Nor- 
wiy, April 12; 1832. They are the parents of nine 


Iowa. 
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Among the prominent busi- 
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children, four of whom are living, namely: Martin 
H., Thomas H., Eli H., and Caroline, wife of John 
A. Helvig, living in Story County, ‘These 
people are true and devoted members of the Luth- 
eran Church and serve faithfully in their appointed 
field of religious labor. In politics Mr. George is 
Republican, and upholds the principles of his party 
with vigor and earnestness. 
rm. S. TOWLE. 
A ness-men and substantial citizens of Clinton 
: County is the subject of the following per- 
: sonal history. He was born in the village 
of Bath, Steuben Co., N. Y., June 8, 1836. ‘The 
Towle family, on both the paternal and mater- 
nal sides, was of English ancestry. Candia ‘Towle, 
his father, was a native of Camden, N. H. [lis 
father, Thomas, was born in 1770, in the same State, 
and emigrated to Steuben County, N. Y., in 1818, 
He accidentally lost his life in 1822, by the falling 
of a tree. Jonathan Towle married Maria Warren, 
daughter of Phineas Warren, and a direct lineal 
descendant of Gen. Warren, of Revolutionary fame, 
She was born in Schenectady, N. Y. The Warren 
family were of Scotch ancestry, and were extremely 
proud of their ancient lineage. Jonathan Towle 
died in 1878, in New York, where his widow is still 
living. He left a family of five children, 
Our subject was reared in the village of Bath and 
received a good common-school education in the 
excellent schodls of his native place. At an early 
age he was appointed to learn the business of mer- 
=" chandising at Towlesville, a village named in honor 
of the family. He completed his training at Olean, 
ajy N. Y., where he clerked until 1862. At that time he 
salisted'3 in the navy and was taken on board the 
wove! ates a] ier 
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Vanderbilt, a vessel of that was cruising in 
search of the Confederate privateer Alabama,  Af- 
ter completing a cruise of a year and a half, he was 
appointed Assistant Paymaster in the United States 
Naval Service. He was stationed on the United 
States Steamer Clyde, at Key West, Fla. He ranked 
in the service as Major. THe remained in the navy 
until the close of the war, when he returned home, 
The same year he came West and located in Clin- 
He soon after embarked in the dry goods bus- 
“The following year he moved 


war 
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ton. 
iness on Front street, 
to his present location, which has since been en- 
larged and improved to meet the demands of his 
A visit to 
large and spacious storeroom in Toll Block, on the 
corner and Fifth avenue, 
convince the most skeptical that Mr. ‘Towle is fully 
abreast of the times. [is stock in every depart-"i 
ment of the business is large and varied, and select- 


extensive and increasing: business. his 


of Second street would 
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ed with a view to meet the wants of this market, 
His position of being the first and largest dry goods 
dealer of Clinton County was not attained without : 
a struggle, and the exercise of patient industry and 
ceaseless energy. To build up a trade of such mag- 
nificent proportions from small beginnings requires 
great energy, constant care, honorable dealing, and 
a thorough knowledge of the wants of the com- 
munity. 

In 1882 the demands of his extensive business 
and the failing health of Mr. Towle required that 
the labors of the business should be divided. He 
therefore associated with himself Mr, A. J. Spreter, 
and the firm of Towle & Spreter, then formed, still 
continues, 

On the 12th of December, 1867, Mr. Towle was 
united in marriage with Miss Mary Brother, daugh- 
ter of Henry and Mary (Pratt) Brother, old settlers 
of Bath, N. Y., and descendants of the Knicker- 
‘bocker stock, famous, in the annals of that State. 
Mr. Towle and wife are the happy parents of three 
sons—Lenry,who is a student in the High School at 
Clinton; Charles, also at school, and Stewart, 
They are members of the Episcopal Chureh, in 
which Mr. ‘Towle has held the office of Vestry- 
man. Ile is an active member of the ancient and 
honorable order of Freemasonry. Ile holds mem- 
bership with the Blue Lodge, Chapter and Com- 
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mandery; and is also a member of De Molay Con- 
No. 1, Ancient Scottish Rite Masonry, of 
He is a member and active worker in a 
societies, viz: the A. O, U. 


wy Tw 


sistory 


Lyons, 
humber of beneficiary 


W.; Royal Arcanum; American Legion of Honor 
| and Lowa Legion of Honor. In the first-named 
| 42 Order he is at present Grand Receiver of the State 
; he Of Iowa, He is a member and at present the Com- 
| 


. Re , 

mander of N. B. Baker Post, No. 88, G. A. R. All 
public enterprises having for their object the 

-£ good or increase of the material wealth or prosperly 
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of the city or county, find in him a liberal contrib- 
utor. Ile was an active and energetic worker In 
the organization of the public library and served on 


Upon the 


its Board of Directors for several years, 
organization of the Portland Consolidated Mining 
Company of Clinton, he joined it and is one of its 
Directors. He is also Treasurer of the Buxton Min- 
ing Company, of Clinton, and was one of the orig- 
Politically Mr. ‘Towle is a Re- 
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inal incorporators. 
publican, 

This, in brief, is an outline sketch of one of Clin- 
ton County’s business-men, He came here twenty 
years ago when it was a small village and has seen 
it grow to its present proportions, — [ts success and 
prosperity are in a great measure due to such men, 
who, like Mr. ‘Towle, had an abiding faith in the 
future development of this great State, and who 
were not slow to urge and assist in every possible 
way the advancement of its interests, by inviting | 
capital, enterprise and emigration to find a home 
within the borders of Clinton County. The pres- 
ent prosperity of the city of Clinton is due, as said 
before, to the efforts of public-spirited citizens like 
Mr. ‘Towle, 
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HWILIP HELMER, train dispatcher and 
chief telegraph Operator of the Chicago & 

©@ 4 Northwestern Railroad, with headquarters 
i¢ located at Clinton, is a native of Canada, 
and was born in Perth County, Jan, 6, 1845, He 
is the son of Andrew Helmer, and he was the son 
of a native of New York State who located in Can- 
ada in early times. They were originally Germans. 
Philip spent the years of his boyhood on the 
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COUNTY. 
farm, receiving such advantages as the publie schools 
afforded. His people moved to Illinois. At the age 
of seventeen, Phillip entered an apprenticeship that 
he might learn telegraphy in Northern Michigan. 
He spent a short time with the Marquette Railway 
Company, since which time he has occupied the po- 
sition with the present corporation. His first work 
was at Cedar Rapids, and since principally in other 
parts of Iowa, with the exception of a short time 
spent in Colorado and California for a vacation. 
His first appointment to a regular position was at 
Boone, Towa, July 1, 1880, but his ability soon 
secured him a transfer in October of the same year. 

Ile was married at Freeport, Tl. , to Mary E., daugh- 
ter of William Atkinson, Esq., lumber dealer, of 
that city, This union has been blest by the birth 
of two sons—Philip Andrew and John Lewis. Mr. 
Helmer supports generously the Episcopalian 
Church, of which he has beena member fora num- 
Ile 
isa member of the Masonie fraternity and has been 
since he was twenty-one years of age, belonging to 
the Blue Lodge. He belongs to the American In- 
stitute of Klectric Engineers and has always taken 
an active interest in his work and is also a student 
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ber of years and has also served as vestryman. 


and thinker regarding the mysteries of electric sei- 
ence, 
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— ENRY YULE, shipping-clerk of the C, & N. 
\) W. kK. R., at Clinton, was born in Wilton 

Parish, Roxburyshire, Scotland, May 7, 
y) 1851. He is the son of Andrew and Susan 
(Weir) Yule, and of old Seotch stock. "The father 
was by occupation a millwright, Henry received a 
good common-school education, and at fifteen was 
apprenticed to learn cloth-finishing, He completed 
it at eighteen and worked at his trade as a journey- 
man, 

In 1857 our subject came to America, through 
the influence of John Roe, then of Ogle County, 
Ill., and located there. He learned farming and 
worked at it for five years, after which he accepted 
a position as clerk at Rochelle. Subsequent to 
this he was sent to Fulton County as assistant 
fuel agent, where he remained until 1870. Te then 
came to this county, and has been shipping-clerk 
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and foreman most of the time since coming to this 
city. 

Ile was united in marriage in Scotland with 
Charlotte Gentle, by whom he has had five sons 
and two daughters: Henry, a fireman on the rail- 
road, and one daughter, Margaret, are both married 
and living in homes of their own; Andrew, who was 
assistant in the C. & N. W. shops, was a young man 
of fine abilities and many personal attractions; he 
died in the bloom of young manhood, at the age of 
twenty-six, and was sincerely mourned by a wide 
circle of friends. Susan, John, Willie and George 
are also deceased, 











































’ Mr. Yule isa member in good and regular stand- 

. ing of the Congregational Church at Clinton, and 
ie has held the office of Trustee in that organization. 
+ He is a member of the Perpetual Building Associa- 

re tion, and has served as Treasurer and Vice-Pres- 
7 : ident; he is also one of the Board of Directors. 
% : He is a man of good musical ability and a member 
“fe of the Northwestern Band of Clinton, of which he 
i has been leader for some length of time. He also 
one makes a specialty of teaching Wand music, His la- 
ah, bor is always in good demand and he is never idle, 
3 hence prosperity has smiled upon him, : and he is 
ws the owner of a desirable residence, which is con- 
by , ° sidered among the most attractive homes in the 
te - city. He also ownsa 160-acre farm in Ida County, 


this State. 
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HARLES C. KEEPERS. Resident within 
the borders of Clinton County are many men 
of mechanical genius and undisputed abil- 

ity and prominent among them may be found the 
subject of this personal history. He is a designer 
and builder by occupation, working on all kinds of 
wrought iron and combination railway and highway 
79] bridges, iron and wood trestles and swing bridges 

toh of every design. Regarding his ability as a work- 
Gi) man, few, if any, can compete with him, and it is 
pee ” safe to say he has no superior in his county. is 
residence is on the corner of First. avenue and Sec- 
Drererata| ond street, in Clinton, He isa native of Madison, 
AN Wis., and was born Dec, 1, 1856. He isthe son of 
ee au J.B. and Mary A. (Hixon) Keepers, natives of Ohio. 
hey / The former is a bridge- builder and contractor in 
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wood and iron, of acknowledged ability, and it 1s 
probably true that his son comes honestly by his 
marked ability in this line. Te is at present at 
Milwaukee and is the oldest bridge-builder in the 
Western States. He built the 
the Mississippi River at Rock Island and all the 
bridges through Iowa on the Rock Island Railway. 
He also built the first 
river at St. Paul, and has originated several new con- 
structions in this industry. He is the father of 
four children, by name—Kliza, Alice, Henry and 
Charles C. ‘The latter attended school at Chicago 
until he was seventeen years of age, At the age 
of twenty-one he graduated from Jennings Semi- 
nary, Aurora, IL, an institution well known to 
have first-class instructors and to be of a high moral 
He has always to some extent 


first bridge across 


wooden bridge across the 


and religious tone. 
been engaged in bridge-building since he reached a 
suitable Ile was at first connected with the 
American Bridge Works at Chicago and afterward 
with the Central Bridge Co., at Buffalo. He then 
went West in the interest of this company in 1882. 
Ile was at this time also engaged for the Milwau- 
kee Bridge Co., and after laboring in their service 


lee, 


for three years, he, in 1885, came to Clinton and 
formed a partnership with Reeve & Ward under the 
firm name of Reeve, Ward & Keepers, and the first 
year they did business to the amount of $75,000. 

They lost their foundry by fire about four months 
after starting their works, which occasioned a loss 
of &3,000 over their insurance. They then built a 
fireproof brick building 61x71, the value of which 
was $3,000. ‘This was partially destroyed in March, 
1886, by a wind storm, but the damage was much 
lighter than before, Their whole works are set at a 
valuation of about $80,000, Mr, Keepers has pur- 
chased the interest of the two partners and is now 
manager of the entire concern, He employs all the 
way from twenty-live to seventy-five men and is 
one of the most reliable business-men and substan- 
tial citizens throughout the county. THis honest and 
well directed efforts, backed by a determination to 
win, have placed him in an enviable position, while 
success and prosperity have smiled on his every 
attempt. 

He isa Republican in polities and supports his 
party with that hearty enthusiam which character- 
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* izes all that he does. He is one of the Masonic | for all Christian churches, and his high morality | 
| fraternity and is a hopeful, helpful citizen and a | and pure and noble life made him one worthy of 


eer eee 


relinble man. of whom words of commendation seem | respect and admiration. THe left a wife and two 
| sons—Lee and Jay—to mourn his loss, He was a 
: kind father and a devoted husband, and the hearts 
os Sy ‘ =< —— that he left behind were sore indeed at his removal. 4." 
Since her husband’s death Mrs. Munger has lived ¢ 
RS. MELINA MUNGER, of Clinton, and | on Fourth street, in Clinton. She is a lady of fine 
daughter of George and Naney (Walker) | educational ability, is womanly and refined in man: 
Munger, is a native of Vermont. Her | ner, and wins the love and respect of those with 


ev 


I i y ; is brouoht j LoOntaet ; is ( sidlere 
parents went to Jackson County, Ohio, m whom she is brought in contact. She is considered 


fitly spoken, | 
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1847, and were among the pioneer farmers of that a valuable accession to the society of the city. 
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section, but were natives of Vermont and New Jersey 
respectively. They were parents of a family: of nine 
children, five of whom still survive, as follows: 
Jerry S., John G., William K., Edwin E., and Melina, 

The subject of this sketch received a fair educa- _ ANIEL SACKRIDER. The subject. of 
this personal sketch is an ex-soldier, resid- 
ing at present on section 16, Bloomfield 
Township. All lives which possess those 
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tion in the common schools, which she afterward 
supplemented by a course at the seminary at Sabula 


and the business college at Clinton. Subsequently 
she undertook the profession of teaching, in which | qualities of true man and womanhood calculated 


she met with unexpected and flattering success. | to inspire the hearts of men and women to better 
Her father died in 1875, but her mother is still liv- | and nobler motives in living, are worthy a place in 
ing and resides at Sabula. the history of any county, and as such we give the 
Mrs. Munger was married, in 1877, to Morris | following particulars in me life of Mr, Sackrider: 
Munger, who was a native of Erie, Pa., and was Our subject was born in Putnam County, N. Y., 
born in 1850. He eame to Clinton County with | May 23,1831. His father, Isaac Sackrider, was a 
his parents when hut three years of age, and set- | native of the same county, and his father, Daniel’s 
tled at Teed’s Grove, where they purchased 300 | grandfather, bore the name of Solomon and was an 
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acres of land. There they settled and began work | extensive farmer inPutnam County. Isaac Sack- 
upon their land, at which they continued until the | rider was reared on a farm, and married in his 
date of their deaths, in 1861 and 1876 respectively. | young manhood Nancy Hults. She was a native 
Morris was brought up on a farm, and after his | of Putnam County, and her father, Jesse Hults, 
parents’ death went into company with his brother, ras a soldier in the War of 1812. Her grandfather, 
Leroy, they continuing farming until 1880, when | also Jesse Hults, was a soldier in the Revolution. 
he sold his interest and came to Lyons, investing | receiving a saber wound, and throughout his life 
in city property. He bought eight lots, on one of | drewa pension. In 1835 Isane Sackrider emigrated 
which a house stood, and after improving it, build- | to Ohio, via the Hudson River and Troy, the Erie 
ing two additional residences, he took one of them | Canal, the lakes, and by the Ohio Canal, afterward 
as his permanent home, and lived in it until June, | going overland to Berkshire, Delaware County. In 
1885, at which time he was called to take up his | that section he purchased timber land and built a 
residence in “the house not made with hands.” He | log house, in which he lived till 1851. He then 
was aman of sterling worth, and was respected by | sold out and started on an overland journey to 
all who knew him. Iowa, in which State he located, in Brookfield 

In polities he was a Republican, and in religious | Township. He was one of the pioneer settlers 
views, he was a Free-thinker, belonging to no ortho- | there, and as such suffered the privations which 
dox.church; he had however, a profound respect | were the portion of the early settlers. He bought 
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160 acres of land on sections 13 and 14, and after- 
ward entered other land from the Government in 
the same township. ‘There was a log house on the 
tract he bought and thirty-five 
He continued to live here until the date of his de- 
mise, in February, 1879, and in the meantime 
largely improved his farm and erected thereon a 
handsome and convenient set of frame buildings. 
His wife died in Ohio in 1842. ‘Their family con- 
sisted of seven children: Hannah and Solomon 
live in Brookfield Township; Daniel, our subject, 
is the third; Theodore died in Brookfield ‘Township, 
leaving a wife and four children; Martha died when 
fourteen years of age; George lives in Brookfield, 
and Abraham died at the age of sixteen years. 

Our subject was the third child in order of birth 
and the second son, and was four and a half years 
old when his parents removed to Ohio, Tle at- 
tended school in his younger days, assisting his 
father in clearing the farm at odd intervals, In 
1850 he paid his first visit to Illinois, going with a 
neighbor and driving a two-horse team to Ogle 
County, In 1854 Mr. 5. returned to Ohio on a 
visit, and there accepted a position of traveling 
salesman for 2 book house. He continued the sale 
of books in Carroll, Moorehouse, Wachita, Jackson, 
TL, and at Clayton, Bienville, Basier, Caddo and 
other towns in Louisiana, one year. [He then re- 
turned to the Wachita River and to New Orleans, 
from which city he found his way homeward in 
1862. 

He enlisted Aug. 15, 1862, in Delaware County, 

“Ohio, in Co, K, 121st Ohio Vol. Inf. His com- 
‘mand was attached to the 34th Brigade, and in 
1863 it became a reserve corps. ‘This was after 
the battle of Chickamauga. He was in the 14th 
corps of the 2d Brigade and 2d Division, At the 
battle last mentioned his corps took a conspicuous 
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Bonne Hill, Buzzard’s Roost, Resaca, Rome, Ken- 
‘esaw Mountain, also at Marietta, Chattahooche, 
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Peach-tree Creek, and finally merged their strong- 
est and most soldierly efforts in the seige and cap- 
ture of Atlanta. Going to Jonesboro, they went 
back again to Atlanta, and our subject, who in the 
fire and smoke of battle proved his bravery, was 
injured, and remained in convalescent camp until 
they started for the siege at Savannah. ‘They went 
on to Barnwell Court-House, from there to Avis- 
boro, S. C., thence to Bentonville and Goldsbor- 
ough, and finally to Raleigh, where he was present 
at the surrender of Johnston, They marched all 
the way, via Richmond, to Washington, where they 
participated in the erand review. [le was lis- 
charged at Columbus, Ohio, and returned to his 
home in Iowa. In 1867 Mr. Sackrider, who so 
nobly proved his claim to a soldier’s fame and 
worthiness, bought the farm he now owns and be- 
ean to improve it. A small house stood upon it, 
which he has replaced with a new and handsome 
one. Te has also erected barns, sheds and shelter 
for stock. 

Mr. Sackrider was united in marriage with Miss 
Jane Clark, Sept. 8, 1869. She was born in Went- 
worth County, Canada, March 2, 1841. She died 
July 16, 1878, leaving one child—Addie F, The 
second matrimonial alliance of Mr, Sackrider was 
made with Melissa McConaughy, who was born in 
Delaware County, Ohio. Their nuptials were cele- 
brated Nov. 27, 1879, and Mrs. Sackrider has 
proved a genuine helpmeet to her husband. 

Mr. Sackrider is a Republican in politics, and he 
and his wife are members of the Methodist Episeo- 


pal Church. 
——==«_—_ 233 


©) HARLES F. CURTIS, Vice President of the 
i corporation known as Curtis Bros. & Co., 

J) Clinton, is a native of Chenango County, 
N. ¥.; was born in Oxford, April 8, 1846, and is a 
gon of John $. and Elizabeth M,. (Carpenter) Cur- 
tis, the former of whom was born in that county 
and State, and his father, William Curtis, was also 
a native of the Empire State, He was by occupa- 
tion a farmer and millwright, and came of a long 
line of ancestors. John $, was an only son, but im 
his father’s family there were two brothers, William 
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and Samuel, the latter of whom received his edue: 
tion in New York City and died in Brooklyn, 

Our subject is one of a family of ten children, 
and spent his boyhood on the farm until 1856. In 
that year his people removed to Rochelle, IL, 
where he grew to manhood, and at the age of nine- 
teen entered Eastman’s Business College at Chicago, 
At the age of twenty he remoyed to Clinton and 
embarked in the grocery business, and in the fall of 
the same year, 1866, bought an interest in the sash, 
door and blind factory, and the following year was 
joined by his brother, George I. 

He was united in marriage with Miss Nancy A., 
the accomplished daughter of A. P. Hosford. Mr, 
and Mrs. C. F. Curtis have been blest in their union 
With happiness and prosperity, and to their home 
have been added four charming daughters—Mabel, 
Luey, Florence and Edith, twins. 

Mr. Curtis isa member of the Masonic fraternity, 
and has been for a number of years. He is a 
Knight of the Holy Cross Commandery and belongs 
to the De Molay Consistory of Lyons. 


SE 


[7 REDERICK D. SCHROEDER, general 
farmer and stock-raiser, now permanently 
located in one of the most beautiful homes 

in Deep Creek Township, on section 27, is the sub- 
ject of this historical sketch. He owns about 105 
acres, all well improved and supplied with good 
farm buildings, and is quoted as one of the first- 
Class citizens and prominent men of this section. He 
was born in Holstein, Germany, Oct. 9, 1839, and his 
father, Louis, was a farmer, who came with a part 
of his family to the United States in 1864, and set- 
tled in the aforementioned township, where he re- 
mained until death called him away. He had lived 
to an advanced age and died in 1885, 

Our subject’s mother, Margaret (Lillienthal) 
Schroeder, was born and reared in Holstein, and is 
yet living, making the home of her daughter, Mrs, 
Johanna Roennfeldt (see sketch of Hans D, Roenn- 
feldt) her own, She lives in Center ‘Township, 
Mr.%., of whom we write, was educated at home in 
his native tongue, and lived with his father until 
his marriage, March 10, 1862. He then united with 
Miss Caroline Hagedore, born in the same Province 
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in Germany, Feb, 23, 1840. She spent her youth-j) yh 
ful days at home and since her womanhood hasi.s5 
. . (ha = 
reared three children, as follows: Charles F., living 
at home; Johanne M. and ss D. The two ‘elds 


CAL. te 

Mr. Schroeder is one of the most practical and 
progressive citizens and farmers in this section of _ 
country, and is highly esteemed for his progress and 
success in his chosen field of industry. His home- 
stead is considered one of the best in this town- 
ship. Politically he is a Democrat. 


At AEN Seite eS ihoen —AE oe 


ON. THOMAS WATTS. QOne of the most 
prominent citizens, of this county, residing 
in Deep Creek Township, an old pioneer 
and 2 gentleman honored for his sterling 





orth and integrity, is he whose name heads this 
biographical notice. He is well known throughout 
the entire county, and has been closely connected 
with its agricultural development as well as its po- 
litical history most of the time since it became a 
county. 

Thomas Watts was born at Peacham, Caledonia 
Co., Vt., Nov. 7, 1816. His father, whose name 
was also Thomas, was a native of New Hampshire 
and was of Scotch-Irish descent. Our subject's 
grandfather, Moses-Watts, was born fn Scotland, 
and went from that country, during the religious 
wars, to Ireland, whence he came to the United 
States and made settlement in Londonderry, Rock- 
Ingham Co,, N. H., during the same time that the 
Greelys and Caseys, of note in this country, settled 
there, Our subject’s grandfather was married there 
to Ruth*Highland, who was also a native of Scot- 
land. The grandparents continued to reside in the 
neighborhood of Londonderry, on a farm, until 
their son was about ten years of age, when they 
removed to Caledonia County, Vt. There the 

grandparents died at an advanced age, and it was 
there that Thomas Watts, our subject’s father, 
grew to manhood, and was united in marriage 
to Miss Jane Bailey, She was a native of the 
Green Mountain State; was of Puritan ancestry, 
and became the mother of ten children, of whom 
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the subject of this biographical notice was the fourth 
in order of birth. Tis good mother died in her 
native county in 1832, aged about forty-five years. 
Subsequently his father was ag ain married, Mrs 
Samson nee Bailey, a sister of his first. wife, being 
the other contracting party, and of the latter union 
four children were born. About the year L861, he 
came West and located in the neighborhood of 
Princeton, Bureau Co., Ill., where he spent the re- 
mainder of his days and died in 1876, having 
attained the advanced age of eighty years. Tis 
wife survives him and is living in Bureau County. 
With a natural capacity for acquiring knowledge 
and possessing a mathematical turn of mind, our 
subject early in life acquired a good education, and 
has improved his knowledge during the years that 
have passed by constant reading and close applica- 
tion. When quite young he studied surveying, and 
when nineteen years of age he left the parental 
homestead, expecting to find a wider field in which 
to labor, and turning his face westward, he started 
for this State. He came by the way of Detroit, 
whence he took teams to Chicago, Ill, Shortly 
after arriving, he went to Peoria, and in the neigh- 
borhood of that city took up a Government claim, 
and afterward entered the land and erected a house 


and cultivating it. 
took up his residence in Deep Creek Township. 


Illinois and invested in this county. 


stock-farm. 
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ifor many years. 


lature for the-session of 1858-59, 
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and at once entered upon the task of improving 
Having no family and hoping 
to still further better his finaneial condition, he 
rented his place and came to this county, where he 


Several years later he disposed of his real estate in 
Ife and his 
son are the proprietors of 400 acres in Clay County, 
one-half of which is improved and under a good 
state of cultivation, and which they utilize as a 
Our subject is also extensively en- 
gaged in stock-raising in this county and has been 
His stock is of the higher grades 
and he is meeting with more than ordinary success. 
Thomas Watts, Jr., was elected to the Legis- 
It was the first 
Republican Legislature of the State, and he was 
eal elected to the office by a large majority. While a 
ie member of that body he served on the Committee 
Pa i on Constitutional Amendment and also the Com- 
He was County Surveyor of 





Clinton County for four years, holding that office 
for two terms and being one of the first elected to 
that position in the county, and has acted as local 
surveyor in the county for upwards of thirty years. 
He has been ‘Township Supervisor for two terms, 
and has held all the other local offices of the town- 
ship in which he resides, 

Mr. Watts was one of the earliest settlers of 
Deep Creek ‘Township, locating there as early as 
April 15, 1888, and where he has continued to re- 
side until this writing. Indeed at the time our 
subject located in Deep Creek ‘Township there were 
only six men residing within its present boundaries, 
The fine farm of 160 acres, on which he is at 
present residing, is the identical tract on which he 
first made settlement when coming to this county. 
It was Government land and he “squatted ” upon 
it, and when the same came into market, entered it, 
together with a considerable quantity of other land, 
and at present is the proprietor of upward of a 
section. He had no idea when he first came to this 
county that the broad, uncultivated acres to be 
seen in every direction from where he located, 
would ever be settled and cultivated and turned 
into the beautiful farms they are to-day, for the 
reason that he thought there was more land than 
would supply the entire laboring population of the 
East. But he has lived to see it, and each one cf 
those uncultivated acres to-day, with their improve- 
ments, will average $50 per acre. Our subject 
surveyed the principal roads that now cross this 
county, The road running from Bloomfield to 
Lyons was laid out by him, and has been changed 
but very little from the original survey. Ile claims 
to have been upon every quarter-section of land in 
Clinton County, and knows where the boundary 
lines are to be found, We thus see that he has 
been closely connected with the development of 
the. county from its very beginning, and as his 
dealings haye been of a straightforward and manly 
nature, he has won the confidence and esteem of the 
entire people of the county. 

Thomas Watts was married, Jan. 8, 1844, in Deep 
Creek Township, to Emeline Hunter, She was 
born in Courtland County, N. Y., June 9, 1817. 
Her parents, Robert and Eliza - (Jones) Hunter, 






Ti Mt tifed Lh 
ior RARE heer | 
Dyn peyerea ie of 


“so 
» 
runes 2-4 rl 
Se ied 
st Try is) 


were also born in that State and of New England 







Thatta tee 


<24i2 





[REISE 


Stsse iasiee > ata -~2 2 -=4% : see eees 


SS Ss ee te ee ee 


eee fm 




































YUYTITIT IONOUNNOONOOOONTTT I a 


tev SELES sy oan 
oe RR RSES PEARSE RLALERBAAAAS AS14776 3 E EER TEESE 













Pease stseitssspecessesselesetse edie 











rey 








ancestry. Her grandfather was an officer in the 
Revolutionary War. Mrs. Watts resided with her 
parents until she was about twenty-six years of age, 
came to this county and settled in Deep 


engaged in 


when they 
Creek Township, where her father 
agricultural pursuits, and where Mrs, Watts lived 
until her marriage. Her parents died in that town- 
ship, her father about 1860, and her mother some 
few years prior to that time. 

Mrs. Watts died at her home in Deep Creek 
Township, Dec. 15, 1869. She was a loving wife, 
a kind mother, a generous neighbor, and a true and 
consistent Christian woman, She became the mother 
of ten children, six of whom are yet living—Isaac, 
a resident of Marshall County, where he is engaged 
in farming; Thomas, married Martha Wells, also 
resides in Marshall County and is likewise a farmer ; 
Jennie became the wife of Andrew Howatt, and 
they are living at Clinton, where he is engaged in 
the practice of law; Mary was united in marriage 
with Edward Hull, and they are living in Lyon 
County, this State; Emma became Mrs, William 
Gilmore, and with her husband resides in Clay 
County; Fremont was married to Kate Kilgore, and 
lives on the homestead of our subject. The chil- 
dren deceased are, Kliza, Lambert, Robert and an 
infant unnamed, Mrs. Watts was an active mem- 
ber of the Congregational Church, to which denom- 
ination our subject also belongs. 

In politics Mr. Watts votes with the Republican 
party. He is a self-made man in every respect the 
word implies, and what he has accumulated of the 
world’s goods has been through his own energy 
and perseverance, and not through the recipiency 
of any legacy. 

A portrait of Mr. Watts is shown in connection 
with this sketch, 
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HILIP HOWES, The subject of this 
sketch isa retired engineer, of Chaney, and 
is well remembered and highly esteemed 
and respected for his past labors in behalf 
of the community in which he honorably distin- 
guished himself in scientific directions. He isa na- 
tive of England and was born in 1828, of Richard 
and Sarah Howes, both born in England. ‘They 









82 $4 PAU CTU TTI 

: Wy ihe ee 
eT its 
trrrrer 


ye rr AEREXAYVEEEEXNUC EY ery 
ey ‘ee aipedinds teat ah aCor Iatecteomtercst 


|3°6 


123| FACTO 


arora =, 


sao 


far an 



































that country died. 
their union—Philip and Sarah, 


The subject of our sketch, after the death of his 


parents, lived with William Lewis and came with his 
family from Wales to America, in 1844, 
tled in Pennsylvania and lived there until 1849, and | 
at that time he started out in the world for himself. 


Going to Indiana, he remained there until 1852, and 


during that time worked on the Madison & Indian- 
apolis Railway as fireman. He then went back to 
Pennsylvania and married Miss Esther Waters in 
March, 1852. She was the daughter of Reese and 
Dana (Hous) Waters, natives of Wales. Her moth- 
er died in 1834, and her father settled in Pennsyl- 
vania in 1840. He departed this life in 1865, leav- 
ing two daughters—Maregaret, now Mrs. Davis, resi- 
dent of Clinton, and Esther, Mrs. Howes. 

After his marriage, Philip Howes came to Chi- 
cago, and in the same year settled there and lived 
alternately in Aurora and in that city until 1857, 
employed by the C., B. & Q. R. R. He next went 
to Michigan City and labored in the employ of the 
New Albany & Salem Railroad through 1857-59, and 
afterward went to Clinton, where he settled in a pleas- 
ant and commodious residence, located on Twelfth 
avenue, He then took a position as engineer on the 
Iowa & Nebraska Railroad, which he followed six- 
teen years, After his abandonment of railroad 
life he worked at the raising of fruit on his place, 
in Chaney, which he purchased in 1865, and which 
includes thirty acres. He has an office on Front 
street in Clinton, and has a large patronage, his 
fruit always ranking high with the best in the 
market, 

Mr, Howe’s family consists of ten children— 
Edward M.; Archie F., married to M. BE. Bedford, 
and has one daughter, Mary R.; Thomas R., married 
to Emily Berryan, and has one son, John L. The re- 
maining members of the f family are Willie H., Phil- 
ip L., George W., Richard N., Benjamin B., Eliza- 
beth N. and Esther S$. John L. died in 1882. 
Edward M., with his brother William as associate 
partner, is engaged in the jeweler’s business at Clin- 
ton, and has a popular and deservedly large pat- 

ronage, 


Mr. Howes is Republican in politics and his fit- 
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ness for office has many times elected him to the | lowed his trade until 1865, when he went to Ne- : 
same. He has been Alderman, Trustee and School | braska, Returning as far as Iowa, he settled at 
; Director, and belongs to the order of White Caps. | Clinton with his family and worked for the C.& N. HE ) 
He and his wife are members of the Methodist | W. R. R. about eight years, after which he worked : 
A Episcopal Church. | He is one of the representative at house painting, then returned to the C. & N. W. 
-- men of Clinton County, and is widely respected | R. R. shops, and was foreman of the paint shops | ‘ 
> and esteemed for his innate worth and strength of for about three years longer. Since then he has Rif : 
x character. heen employed in house painting, and about three § 
- OS he ee years since his business had so enlarged that it de- 
, manded the employment of from three to fifteen 
we : C. SMITH. ‘The subject of this biography | men. He is the oldest. painter in Clinton, and is . 
in “s is a2 contractor and painter, of Clinton, and | considered a reliable and worthy citizen, é 
Bs is considered one of the most enterprising [le was married in 1872, to Laura Alison, a na- 
= s and industrious men in this section. He | tive of Clermont County, Ohio, and a daughter of 
ia is a native of Clermont County, Ohio, born Jan, | Andrew and Keziah Alison. They have a family 
Pu 27,1840. His parents were Charles M. and Re- | of five children, as follows: Flora R., Beulah K., 
it becca (Moore) Smith, natives of Pennsylvania and | Lindsey M., Paul and Mark, 
oa ; Ohio, respectively. Our subject's father was en- 
as | ie caged first at teaching, next at merchandising and Se PHD LEI KO SRS 
rors. —| subsequently was an Auditor, and about this time 
te! : became deeply interested in politics. Ele was ap- . | 
7 Tag pointed under Gen, Grant’s administration, to a IRAM SOPER, contractor and builder, and 
i position at Washington, and after his term had ex- one of Clinton County’s prosperous men, Is 
NY pired, again engaged in mercantile pursuits. He a native of New York, and was born Dee. 
S went back to Ohio aid afterward retired from busi, 15, 1818. He is the son of William and 
ness, and there died in 1880, His mother also died Lucinda (Cleveland) Soper, natives of New York 
there. They had a family of seven children, three | and Connecticut respectively. The former came 
| of whom are living, as follows: Henderson C., Col- | to Milwaukee where he remained a few years and 
t lins A, and Mary E. then returned. He was engaged at his trade and 
| 7 The subject of this narrative remained at home | did well in the prosecution of that branch of busi- 
i until his sixteenth year. He then began to learn | ness. 
“the painter’s trade and continued with the firm who The subject of this sketch was the eldest of six 
Te 7 taught him, for three years, which he has followed | sons, and came to Iowa and settled in Clinton 
il ever since, with the exception of the time spent in | County in 1856. Tere he spent three years in the 
ll il the army. He enlisted in 1859 at New Orleans, | employ of the Northwestern Railway. Subse- 
| | and was with Gen, Walker fillibustering in Central | quently he removed to Linn County, which move 
America, He was with him about four months | was made in the interest of his children, as he de- 
but was taken prisoner at Point Arenus, where he | sired them to have better educational advantages. 
was held six weeks by Commodore Pauline, He | There he remained four years, then returned to 
Fal was then transported to Norfolk, Va., and was | Clinton and invested in real estate in the southern 
“there dismissed from the vessel. He then went to | part of the city. He purchased property on the 
2 Ohio and mnlons in 1861, in the three-months’ | corner of Camanche avenue and Ilarrison street, 
hh service, Co. E, 22d Ohio Vol. Inf. He was dis- | and built a fine brick residence there in which he 
“ht . charged, awn, and re-enlisted in the 59th Ohio, | now lives. He also, after the fire in Chicago, with 
| t where he seryed three years and six months, and | the assistance of forty workmen, whom he superin- 
' te was in all the battles that the regiment engaged in. | tended, erected the Board of Trade building. He 
iv a After his discharge he returned to Ohio, and fol- | also built the shops of the Northwestern Railway 
i 12 ae B ver q wezereceeree Ba “jaunt uni une oneal ni | 
- Ngee Sperry 
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Co. in Clinton County, and was in their employ 
for fourteen years as foreman on bridges, ete. 

He was united in marriage, in 1843, to Miss Roxy 
A., daughter of James Jacobs, a native of New 
| HY ork, They are the parents of four children, as 

3 follows: Ange E. (Mrs. G, W. Cross), who is the 
‘© mother of three children—Nellie, George and Mat- 
“) tie; Alice (Mrs. Taylor) has four children—W ill- 
2 iam, Susan, Eva and Belle; George, who is en- 
agriculture at 
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8 gaged in hardware business and 

3 Logan, Iowa, married Helen Dodgson, and they are 
the parents of two children; Nellie is the youngest 
of the family. 

Mr, Soper is Democratic in his political belief 
and has held the offices of School Director and 
Road Commissioner. He is a pioneer of this sec- 
tion, locating here at an early day. 
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HRISTIAN MOESZINGER, the subject of 
our personal history, who has retired from 
active business, and who is one of the older 

residents of this section of country, being of Lyons, 
was born in Auerbach an der Bergstrasze, Grand 
Duke, Hesse-Darmstadt, on the 8th day of August, 
1823. His early days were spent in his father’s 
eristmill and on the farm, going to school from the 
age of six years to fourteen; he then went to work 
at home again until he was sixteen years of age, 
when he began his apprenticeship in the iron works. 
There he labored three years, making locks, tools 
and hardware of all kinds, and during his apprentice- 
ship he often worked from five o’clock in the morning 
until nine at night, besides which his father was 
compelled to pay for the privilege of his learning 
the trade, After finishing his time he continued to 
work in the same shop for a year as journeyman, 
Accompanied by his youngest brother, Phillip P., 
he set sail for America in the beginning of July, 
+ 1843, and landed at New York City about the mid- 
dle of September, the same year. From there he 
went to Buffalo, and after some delay obtained a 
situation eight miles from the city, where he worked 
through the winter, Tis labor was very heavy, be- 
ing blacksmithing, and the pay almost nothing, as 
he received but $4 per month, with board and wash- 
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ing. In the spring he returned to Buffalo, where 
he got work in a machine shop, and worked there 
till the spring of 1845, when he went to Phila- 
delphia, where he was engaged in Norris Bros’. lo- 


comotive works. He worked for them till the fall 


of 1846, when he went via Pittsburgh to Cincinnati, |) 


where he worked for Niles & Co, until the spring of 
1849, when he went back to Philadelphia, and from 
there went with his youngest brother home to the 
land of their birth, where they spent afew weeks in 
Visiting among relatives and friends, and then re- 
crossed the ocean, going back to Cincinnati, and went 
to work-again for the same company until the sum- 
mer Of 1854, He then took the wise advice of good 
old Horace Greeley, “Go West, young man,” and 
starting on his way, went to Rock Island, in Septem- 
ber, 1854, where he worked for C. C. Weber until 
the spring of 1855. 

By this time his desire to locate a permanent 
home became uppermost in his mind, and coming to 
Lyons with John Gallion, an old acquaintance from 


Cincinnati, they began to build a machine shop and . 


foundry, which when they finished, was conducted 
under the name of the partners, and the company 
conducted till January, 1869, Mr. Moeszinger at 
that time purchased the interest of Mr. Gallion and 
continued business alone till 1875, when he turned 
the business over to his son John, who has since 
conducted it, he being often assisted with good ad- 
vice and other help’ by his father. Mar. M. has been 
at all times one of our most enterprising men, and 
has labored in every way to promote the interests 
of Lyons, and as he goes down the hill of life, he 
has the happiness of knowing, that as the sunshine 
of a future brighter than this gilds his pathway, so 
the sunshine of good opinion falls upon his past. 
After the labor of years he enjoys the rest that he 
has richly earned, and which shall only be ended by 
the entrance of the long rest of eternity. He has 
held many offices of the city; has been Mayor of 
Lyons and a member of the City Council, and also 
of the School Board. He belongs to the Masons 
and to the 1, O. O. F., has filled all the offices in the 
Odd Fellows’ lodge, and was one year D. D, Grand 
Master; has been President and Treasurer of the 
German Literary Society, and is Treasurer of the - 
Masonic ‘Temple Association since 1878, 
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Mr. Moeszinger was married in 1854 to Anna 
Christine Wilch, who was born in Germany, May 1, 
1823, and died Sept. 2, 1878, leaving two children 
—Louis C. and Phillip P. Mrs. Moeszinger had one 
child by a former marriage—Jobn, who was en- 
gaged in the foundry business, but died June 4, 
1886. 

Mr. C. Moeszinger is a man whose name will stand 
prominently among the annals of Clinton County 
as one of the substantial and solid citizens of Lyons. 


ANTIEL HW. CORRELL. Among the prom- 
inent citizens of Clinton County, and its 
¢ more influential and successful men, may 
be named our subject, who is a resident on 
section 16, adjoining the town of Elwood, in Brook- 
field Township, and who was born in Baugham 
Township, Wayne Co., Ohio, May 1, 1841. His 
father, Jacob Correll, was born in Cumberland 
County, Pa., Jan. 15,1815. Tis grandfather, Abra- 
ham Correll, was born in Lancaster County, Pa., 
and wasa farmer by occupation. 
Jacob Correll was reared on his father’s farm un- 
til he attained the age of seventeen, He was then 
apprenticed to learn the tailor’s trade and served 
three years. He then labored one year at “jour” 
work and then engaged in farming pursuits. In 
1836 he removed to Ohio and settled in Wayne 
County. There he took up sixty acres of land, a 
part of which was cleared, and paying for it, be- 
came its owner, and entered upon its improve- 
ment. In 1856, he sold out and came to Clinton 
County, first spending a few months in Bloomfield 
Township. He then went into Berlin Township and 
bought 320 acres of land. Three acres of the land 
was broken, the remainder being wild, but time 
sq and activity, coupled with enterprise, soon placed 
\{\ him upon a good foothold, and at the present writ- 
4) ing the homestead bears a handsome set of frame 
buildings, neat and commodious, and 240 acres of 
the land is enclosed, its owner having given it 
his full attention up to 1861, He then rented that 
a place, and removed to the farm he now owns and 
occupies. 
He was married, March 19, 1839, to Catherine 
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Floyd, who was born in Cumberland County, Pa 
Nine children were born to this union, six of poi 
survive, by name: Abraham, Daniel, Samuel, Levi, 


Marie and David. 


Our subject was but twelve years of age when he 
“ame to Clinton County with his parents. 
sisted his father on the farm and industriously 
applied himself at gained a high 
rank in thought of 
by his instructors, and thus achieved a. first-class 
He was with his parents in 1862, at the 


He as- 
school and 
his classes. . He was well 
education. 
time when the country was called to arms, and he 
enlisted Aug. 13,in Co, F, 26th Iowa Vol. Inf. He 
served until March, 1863, and participated in some 
of the greatest struggles of the war. He received a 
gunshot wound at Arkansas Post, necessitating the 
amputation of his right arm. He was then taken to 
the hospital, and in March was discharged on account 
of disability. He attended the university at Lowa 
City after returning home. This was in 1864-60, 
and he fitted himself for a teacher, He then taught 
in public schools in this county for a period of ten 
years. In the fall of 1874 he was elected County 
Recorder, and was re-elected in 1876. After serv- 
ing his term, during which he won much friendly 
liking and esteem by his ready wit and honest deal- 
ing with people, he retired to the farm which he 
occupies. His residence is situated one-fourth of 
a mile from Elwood, and he has erected neat build- 
ings, pleasantly located and so situated as to con- 
stitute that greatest boon, a neat and attractive 
home, 

He was married, Sept. 3, 1877, to’ Mrs. Sarah E, 
Franklin, who was born at Lee Center, IL, and 
was the daughter of L. Cyreno and Charlotte 
(Shumway) Sawyer; his parents were Joseph and 
Sarah (Farnham) Sawyer. Mrs. Correll’s grand- 


parents settled in Lee Coanty in 1835, and are } 


named among the first settlers of that section. 
They have seen that part of Illinois which was a 
totally uninhabited grassy prairie, stretching away 
beyond the horizon, grow into a section where 
the smoke of industry arises and the voice of pleas- 
ure and civilization is heard. 
kept a stage station and post-oflice at Lee Center 
fora number of years, and was one of the promi- 
nent and successful men of hisday. He was eight- 
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teen years of age when his parents moved there, | and came to Clinton in 1866, buying an interest m 3 
. — > : | e 7 ‘ r . = TC +1 Ac } % 
and he has been a resident there continuously | the Clinton Lumber Company, of this city. He is = 
since. Mrs. C. first married Albert E. Franklin, a Vice President and a Director in the same and is | 
| 



























native of New York and a carriage-maker by trade, | also associated with Messrs. Smith, Hosford, Els- 
They removed to Missouri in 1870, and settled in | worth & Scofield in the Clinton Paper Company. FEE 
Greenridge, Pettis County, where he died April 28, | which was organized in 1858. The Paper Mill is 
1873. Their son, Earl G. Franklin, married Car- | located between Fourth and Fifth streets, south 0 
rie Swearington, and now lives in Idaho Territory. | Kighteenth avenue, and includes six and one-half |} 

Mr. and Mrs. Correll have one son, by name, | acres of land, and they carry a capital stock of 
Floyd $. They are worthy and enterprising mem- | $60,000, Mr, Siddle owns two stores on Vifth 
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bers of society, and are courteous and hospitable | avenue, and also a residence on Fourth avenue, be- 



































| : in the extreme, ‘They are warmly liked and re- | tween Second and Third streets. ¢ 
spected alike by friends and neighbors, and believe Mr, Siddle was married to Mrs. Potter, a native 

{ that “He who would have friends must prove him- | Of Pennsylvania, and of this union three children ‘— , J 

S self friendly.” have been born—William, Mertie, and Robbie. He | 1 ti 

das also had two by a former marriage. They are : 

: =) —_ 4-75 = Mary, Mrs. Andrew Dunlap, who has one child, 

; Ellen; Sarah, now Mrs. William A. Brewster, Mrs. 

| BRAHAM SIDDLE, Secretary and Treas- | Siddle also has one child by her former husband, qt 

| C urer of the Clinton Paper Company, is a | by name, Franklin Potter. William attends the _ 

| native of Yorkshire, England, born Feb. | Shattuck School, at Faribault, Minn. = ¥ 

: c 23, 1818. Our subject’s parents were Mr, Siddle is a Republican in polities, and is one 7 

Abraham and Johannah (Woodhead) Siddle, also | of the solid and substantial citizens of Clinton. a 

: natives of England. ‘They, with their family, came J 

| ai to America, in 1827, and settled in Poughkeepsie, WA LLLYIO REN BES WOE DOI AAA ; 

ON. Y., where he engaged in the woolen-mills and . 

"= there remained for five years. He then went into OMN P. SADLER, the subject of this his- - 

| another mill in the same county, and afterward be- tory, was, when a young man, a carpenter - 

iS came a resident of Hartford County, Conn. ‘There and grainer, but is now a farmer and takes 

Me he lived a retired life until 1874, the date of his a an active part in agriculture. His home is 4 

| 3: demise, His wife died in 1853. ‘They reared a | situated on section 20, in Center Township, and he - 

| | aeiad of eight children, three of pees are HO is well known as a successful farmer and a first ; . 

{ig Hving—Abraham, Robert, and Hannah, now Mrs. | class citizen. Mr. Sadler was born in Luxemburg, at 

sh aa Tk “Germany, Nov. 7, 1837. He came with his father rt 

| The subject of this history made his home with _ and brother to America, in 1854, while his mother x 

§ his parents until he reached the age of twenty- | and one sister staid in Germany. They afterward oe 

3 three years; he began to work in the woolen-mills | came to this country, in 1855. and landed ee ) < 

1 about twelve years old, and at the age of oe Fe aes Pe , “Ss 

| ve Meee J he wale, ae : ane Ria se daly 22. ‘The father and son went to ao 

eighteen wen ‘ SOTHNE | TOOM, and supkes | Buffalo, N.o¥.,, where they remained all summer, ™ o 

quently took charge of the buying department, go- working at carpentering, In the following fall 2 ’. 


ing West as far as Chicago and Wisconsin, pur- 
chasing wool for the Glenon Company, of Dutchess 
County, N. Y. He remained in this position until 
1858, when he removed to Iowa, and settled in 
Clinton County. Here he bought 260 acres of 
land and engaged in farming and stock-raising for 
seven years. Eventually, however, he sold out, 


went to Chicago, where they remained a month, 
then, with his brother, Mr, Sadler started for Ga- 
lena, but did not tarry in that city, but went on to 
Jackson County, Iowa, where they staid over until 
spring. At that time they went to Dubuque, 
where our subject worked at his trade during the (>) . 
summer and then went southwest three miles, |) 
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where he worked at his trade through the winter. | whom six of the former and three of the latter sur- GH 
; r 


Subsequently his mother came to this county, he 
| remaining at Key West, near Dubuque, during the 
' “vay. next four years; by so doing he accumulated some 

property, and he and his brother carried on busi- 
E=}| ness for themselves for two years. They then 
. »). commenced farming and have pursued that voca- 
. i tion ever since. This was in 1860. 

Mr. Sadler married Miss Annie Retter, Jan. 29, 
1868. She was born Sept. 10, 1847, in Pennsylva- 
nia, and died Noy. 14, 1885, at the early age of 
thirty-eight, She was a lovely and true Christian 
woman, who won the affection and sympathy of all 
who knew her. She was a devoted mother and a 
» tender wife and companion—one who seemed born 
“to warn, to comfort and command.” She left six 
children to mourn the loss of one well-nigh perfect 
in the duties of a mother. She was a member of 
the Catholic Church, and when taken away seemed 
in perfect health. The children are, Nicholas A,, 
born Aug. 7, 1869; Theresa E., Sept. 10, 1872; 
Maggie, Sept. 3, 1874; Elizabeth M., Sept. 10, 
1876; Peter M., Oct. 28, 1879, and Mary J., May 
24, 1883. 

Our subject has been prospered, possessing at 
the present time 170 acres of land, and he has built 
a two-story dwelling which is convenient in every 
respect. He is a man of large ability, and has 
filled many township and county positions. Te 
was Road Supervisor for one year. Both he and 
his family belong to the Catholie Church, In pol- 
1 ities he is Democratic. 
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A. COOPER, Foreman of the Car Depart- 
ment of the C. & N. W. R. R. at Clinton, 
Gest VY is anative of Scotland, having been born in 
Inverness-shire, Aug. 13,1842. He is the son of 
}George and Ellen (McPherson) Cooper, and was 
. Fie “yeared in Aberdeenshire. In 1854 Mr. Cooper, Sr., 

il )) came to America, locating at Amherstburg, where 
eee ihe spent three years. In 1857 he came to Clinton 
H, fs! County and engaged in agricultural pursuits, which 
‘)Y) "he followed up to the date of his death, in 1884, 
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a “He left a family of eight sons and five daughters, of 
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Our subject learned carpentering and building to 
follow as a trade and has conducted his business, 
at which he is specially ingenious and successful, 
throughout much of the West. In 1875 he accepted 
a position in the shops, which he successfully anid 
acceptably filled up to the date of his present ap- 
pointment, In 18al. 

Mr. Cooper was married in Clinton County to 
Jane, daughter of Alex Stuart, Esq., and by this 
union they have two sons and five daughters living, 
and two sons deceased. Both our subject and his 
wife are members of Saint Mary’s Roman Catholic 
Church, and Mr. Cooper is one of the Catholic 
Mutual Protective Association of Iowa, besides be- 
longing to the Perpetual Building Association of 
Clinton. 


EK. EVERHART, M. D., of the firm of Kver- 

hart & Keho, of Clinton, is the subject of 
this personal history and a physician of 
) good repute and enterprise, who is well es- 
teemed by the public at large for his success in his 
chosen field of industry and for his unquestioned 
and well-balanced knowledge of his work. He is a 
native of Moscow, Muscatine Co., Iowa, and was 
born Feb, 28, 1859. He is the son of Andrew M. 
and KE. ©. (Clark) Everhart, natives of Ohio, who 
eame to Iowa in 1859 and settled at Moscow. 
His father was a bridge-builder and contractor, who 
moved to Wheatland in 1862. There he engaged 
in mereantile pursuits, which he followed until 
1872. He then sold out and accepted a position on 
the C., M. & St. P. R. R., as bridge-builder, and has 
since continued in the same business. He has a 
family of six children, as follows: Robert E., 
M. D.; Nicholas M., George M., Emma A., Grace 
KE. and Maggie M. ‘ 

The subject of this history remained at home 
until he attained the age of eighteen, He then at- 
tended the Lenox Collegiate Institute, in Delaware 
County, Iowa, He next taught school, and was after- 
ward engaged with his father in the yards as “scratch 
boss.” After leaving home he attended the Medical 
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Institute at Iowa City, and practiced one year, 1882, 
before graduating. After graduating he practiced 
in Toronto, Clinton County, eighteen months; next 
at Clarence, lowa, one year, and lastly removed to 
October, 1884, locating at No, 812 
Ile formed a partnership with Dr. 


Clinton, in 
Fourth street. 
Keho in October, 188d. 

Dr. Everhart united in the bonds of matrimony, 
in 1880, with Miss Mary A. Vance, a daughter of 
Robert and Margaret J. (Kismgir) Vance, natives 
of Vermont and Pennsylvania, They came to lowa 
in 1850, and settled at: Wilton Junction, Muscatine 
County, where he was foreman of the C., RK. I. & P. 
R.R. bridges. From the Doctor’s union, which is of 
the most happy character, has sprung one child— 
Alpha R. 

In polities the Doctor isa Republican, upholding 
his party with earnestness of purpose and voting 
with and for it. He belongs to the Modern Wood- 
men of America. and is a member of the Methodist 
Kpiscopal Church, while his wife worships under the 
articles of faith as held by the Presbyterian con- 
gregation of this city. — 


LIVER H. WHITNEY. The subject of this 
personal history is a man of large intelli- 
gence and usefulness, was for many years a 

teacher in the public schools, but later a farmer of 
Brookfield Township. He was born in Greenwich, 
N. Y., June 27, 1820. His father, Erastus Whit- 
ney, was born in Suffield, Hartford Co., Conn., in 
1790. His father, grandfather of our subject, was 
Isaac Whitney, born in [lopkinton, Mass. His 
father, Jonathan Whitney, was in the battle of Bun- 
ker Hill, The first ancestor of the Whitney family 
came from London in 1635, and located at Water- 
town, Mass. Our subject belongs to the seventh 
generation, 

Krastus Whitney was but seven years of Age 
when his parents moved to Vermont. There his 
father died six or seven years later. About that 
time Erastus went, to Connecticut and lived with 
an uncle until he attained the age of twenty-one, 
and then removed to New York, settling in Green- 
wich. He was a carpenter by trade and labored at 
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his vocation until death, in 1869. The 
name of our subject’s mother was Thirza Harmon. 
She was born in Suffield, Conn., and is the daughter 
of Benjaman and Permelia (Chafee) Harmon, 


There were seven children born of this union, three 
of whom grew to maturity, as follows: 
Oliver IH. and Willard W ., all living in Brookfield 
Township. 

Our subject was the second child in order of 
birth. He attended sehoo! continuously until he 
reached the age of twenty years, but in 1840, de- 
ciding that the West would provide territory in 
which youth and vigor might expend itself, he emi- 
grated, and spent nearly one year in Michigan, 
teaching school in Washtenaw County. In 1841 he 
went West to Illinois. Chicago was but a small 
town at that date, and he decided to allow himself 
a short tour about it. It contained but a few hun- 
dred inhabitants at the time, and he made no stay 
of any consequence. He went on to Adams Coun- 
ty and engaged in pedagogic pursuits, This he 
continued until the spring of 1865, a period of 
twenty-four years. In 1848, accompanied by An- 
drew Inman, he visited Clinton County and se- 
lected a claim on section 5, Brookfield ‘Township. 
Going to lowa City he entered land at the Govern- 
ment office, There was no road to the city but an 
Indian trail which he followed. After entering 
this land he returned to Illinois and lived there 
until 1865, He then came to Clinton County, and 
settled ? ee farm, beginning improvements, Since 
coming here he has taught four terms of se ane 
with the exception of that time has oe 
exclusively to agricultural pursuits, 

eck Whitney married, June 6,1877, Miss Fran- 
ces EK. Toomy, who was born in County Kerry, 
Treland, and is the daughter of Stephen and Mary 
(King) Toomey. She came to America with her 
father when ten years of age, and settled in Canada 
where her father died, and five years later she re- 
moved to Greenwich, N, Y., and lived until her 
marriage, Mrs, W. landed at Quebec when she 
first came to America, Her father died in a few 
weeks after their arrival, and Mrs, Whitney was 
placed in a convent. She remained there a year 
and a half, when she was adopted by a family at 


maiden 


She_ 
was born in 1790, and died at Greenwich in 1858, | 


Isaac A., &: 
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St. John and lived there three years, when she went 
to New York State. Herself and sister then earned 
sufficient to send for a brother in the old country, 
who afterward joined them in paying the passage 








for their mother. 

| In politics Mr. Whitney is a Republican. His 
<_< farm comprises 160 acres of good prairie and forty 
—* of timber land. A fine portrait of Mr. Whitney is 
Pea shown on another page of this work. 

- OR ae 

; 

i M. J. WINNEY. ‘The subject of this hiog- 
S: raphy is a thorough farmer whose home 1s 
7 , situated on section 8, Waterford ‘Township. 
.: a He went to Kansas in 1880, with the in- 


tention of locating, and bought a residence at New- 
ton, Harvey Co., Kan., where he lived three years. 
Richard M. J. Winney was born in Juniata County, 
Pa. His father, Isaac Winney, was born in Union 
County, Pa., and the grandfather, John Winney, 
was also a native of that State, and of German par- 
entage. He was by occupation a farmer and died 
in Union County in his native State. 
The father of our subject was reared on a farm 
and while a young man learned the trade of a stone 
cutter, He located in Juniata County and followed 
his trade till the Pennsylvania Central Railroad 
was built, He took contracts on that road while it 
was in process of construction, and built bridges 
and arched culverts on the road from Harrisburg 
to Pittsburgh. His family in the meantime lived 

in Terry, Huntingdon and Cambria Counties, — In 
1852 he emigrated West to seek a home, accom- 
panied by his family, They went overland to 
Pittsburgh, and thence via Ohio and Mississippi 
Rivers to Davenport, where they spent the winter. 
In the spring following, he removed to Allen's 
Grove, where he bought and improved a farm, and 
from that time up to the date of his death pursued 
farming as a yocation, He died July 1, 1878. 
‘he maiden name of his wife was Mary Watts and 
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birth and the third son of his father’s family. He : 
attended school in Pennsylvania and later worked HE 
with his father carying drills from the quarry, or : 
stoneyard, to the blacksmith-shop. He was fifteen § 
years of age at this time, and on coming to Iowa 


with his parents attended the public schools and 
assisted his father on the farm, He had 
allowed him at Fulton College, and made his home 
with his parents till 1867, when he came to Clinton 
County and bought the north half of section 20, 
It was wild land but he 


one term 


Waterford ‘Township. 
has placed it all under cultivation, and it is now 


considered one of the best in the township. He | 
has also placed the remainder of the land under H: 
cultivation. The place which he now occupies he : 
bought in 1873. It contains 160 acres, so that he 
is the possessor in all of 480 acres of land, part of 

He also engages in the breeding HE 


which he rents. 
and raising of graded stock. 

He was married, Oct. 24, 1872, to Jennie Bird, of 
Mereer County, Pa. Her children are as follows: 
Isaac, Della, Samuel J., Vinnie, Nettie, Allie, and 
Lester. In politics Mr, Winnie is Democratic. 
He is 2 man well informed in the matter of educa- 
tion and is well suited to public trust in that he : 
possesses ability in that direction, 
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EWIS A. LEBEAU, M.D. The subject of 
this biographical history is a resident of 5 
—\ Charlotte, Waterford Township, and a med- 
‘eal man of no small ability, being esteemed one of 
the most skillful physicians resident within Clinton 
County. His honest devotion to his chosen pro- 
fession, causes him to be universally respected and 









relied upon in times of need. 

Dr. Lebeau was born Oct. 11, 1849. So far as he 
can ascertain by extensive research and inquiry, his 
ancestry is purely Belgian. One after another of 
his ancestors have come to America, the first of 
whom settled in Canada, thence removing to Vin- 
cennes, Ind. and thence to Sainte Genevieve, Mo., 
‘where the great-grandfather of our subject was 
born, A. O. Lebeau, the father of Dr, Lebeau, is 
still living, and is an extensive planter in Pointe 
Coupee Parish, La. 
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The subject of this notice was thoroughly edu- 
cated and at an early age showed medical ability, 
Ile was, in consequence, allowed to follow the bent of 
his own inclination, and subsequently he graduated 
from Washington University, at Baltimore, Md, 
In 1872 he repaired to France, and in 1875 gradu- 
ted from the Faculty of Medicine at Paris. He then 
returned to Saint Louis. In 1879 he came.to 
Charlotte, and has since been successfully engaged 
at his practice. He has established a large circle of 
patrons, and immediately after coming to Charlotte 
was one of the county physicians. Few, if any, 
complain of any lack, either of knowledge or cour- 
tesy, at the hands of the Doctor, and he wins good 
Opinions from both high and low by his uniform 
sympathy and kindness, 

Dr. Lebeau was married, in 1878, to Miss Laura 
A. Haydel, a highly accomplished and_ intelligent 
lady. He has traveled extensively in America as well 
in Europe, and being observing, is possessed of a 
He is popular, treat- 
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general fund of information. 
ing the poor with as much consideration and kindness 
as those whose lot is more fortunate in life. [le is an 
able conversationalist, and at once wins the interest of 
Visitors with descriptions of places he has seen and 
people he has met. He has been blest with the 
good things of this world, the sun of fortune shin- 
ing upon him warmly and approvingly, and he is 
fully entitled to its benedictions. 
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OBERT BLAKELY. Our subject is a resi_ 
dent of Lyons and is giving his attention to 
contracting for house painting, 

>) known in this section of country and is re- 


spected for his worth and his ability in his chosen 
field of labor, Besides these, his industry and per- 
severance commend him to the favor of the people 
at large and have won him a circle of patrons among 
the best of the citizens. 

Mr. Blakely is a native of Ireland, was born in 
1828, and is the son of William and Elizabeth (Gra- 
ham) Blakely. His parents were farmers and re- 
mained in their native land till called home by death, 
in 1862 and 1850 respectively, The subject of 
this personal history came to America in 1850, and 
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He is well. 
















| going into the State of Ohio, remained until 1869. 
| He then came to Lyons and went to work at his 

trade, that of painting, and in 1865 madea purchase |S 

of city property in the western part of Lyons. He je | 
| also bought property on the corner of Washington fa. 23 
and Fifth streets. | (2s 
Natinger, the daughter of Thomas and Mary (Al-— 
ter) Natinger, natives of Germany and Pennsyl- 
vania respectively. They lived in Ohio and her 
father was a stone-mason, working at his trade for a 
number of years. Mr. Blakely has two daughters 
—Elldora and Alice E. In polities Mr. B. is a Re- 
publican and adheres strictly to the principles of 
his party. Religiously he believes in the doctrines 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and with his 
family is united to that body. His daughter also 
belongs to the U, O. A. T., of Clinton. 
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OSEPH SADLER, Among the representa- 
tive farmers and pioneers of Clinton County 
who have come to the State of Iowa and 
feelin her growth and progress an undi- 

vided interest, may be found the subject of this 
biography, whose home is situated on section 22. 
Brookfield Township. 





Ile was born in Summit 

County, Ohio, Sept. 27, 1831, and came to Iowa in 

‘1852. He is at the present time the possessor of 
| 240 acres of land, and to this industry has added 
| the breeding of Short-horn and Durham eattle. He 
_ has one thoroughbred bull, named Duke, 
two years of age and weighs 1,200 pounds, 





which is 

He isa 
_ magnificent animal, deep red in color, and is most 
| valuable to his owner, 





Mr. 8. has also a fine herd 

of seven-eighths and three-quarter full-bloods. 
Joseph Sadler was married to Mrs. N. E. Ballou 

| (nee Woods), Nov, 11, 1857. She had one child 
by Mr, Ballou, named Mary Jane, now wife of Jo- 
seph Jerman, living in W oodbury County. Mrs. 
Sadler was born Aug. 2, 1834, and is one of a fam- 
ily of two sisters and four brothers who now sur- 
vive. Allen Woods, her brother, a soldier, died in 
the hospital at Nashville. Mr. and Mrs. Sadler are 
the parents of seven children, all of whom are liy- 
ing. The record is as follows: Amasa, born Novy. 
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14, 1858, married, Miss Nancy Whitsell, of Jackson 
County, lowa; John F., born March 6, 1860, mar- 
ried Miss Aldelphia Roush and they are living in 
Woodbury County, Iowa; Oscar A., born June 16, 
1862; Martha L., Aug. 22, 1560; Joseph C., Novy. 
26, 1867; Robert M., Dec. 17, 1870, and William 
W., March 26, 1875. 

Mr. Sadler and his wife are the grandparents of 
ten children, and enjoy many happy hours in their 


hs declining years with loved ones around them, — In 
, religious belief they are Methodists and labor ar- 
. dently in support of that denomination. Our sub- 
_ ject is a Democrat in polities, and has proved him- 
,. : self a man of large usefulness and entirely fitted for 
- offices of trust. He has been ‘Township Assessor 
on for the last four years and was never known to fail 
‘ in the discharge of duty. His wife was born in 


Rush County, Ind. 
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RIGHT BENTLEY, a pioneer of Jackson 

i} ‘ff County, but now a resident on section 15, 
Brookfield Township, was born in Queens- 

bury, Warren Co., N. Y., Nov. 28, 1853. Ilis 
father, David Bentley, was born in the same town, 
and his grandfather was an early settler in Warren 
County, in which he cleared a farm and spent the 
last days of his life. Our subject’s father was 
reared on this farm, and after he had grown to 
manhood he operated a carding-mill and also con- 
ducted a sawmill. In 1841 he sold out and started 
for the Territory of Lowa, accompanied by his wife 
and four children, together with three neighboring 
families. The entire journey was made overland 
with hired teams. They brought with them cook- 
ing utensils and made themselves as comfortable as 
circumstances would permit. ‘They were six weeks 
‘and five days on the road, at the expiration of 
4 which time they landed at Wright’s Corners. At 
*' that time there was but one house in Maquoketa, 
and that was built of logs. The father of this fam- 
ily pre-empted 360 acres in Maquoketa Township, 
=*| which was the nearest depot for supplies and was 
0") their market at that time. He improved the farm 
4. and lived on the place to which he had emigrated 
until a few years ago. He now resides on section 
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2, Brookfield Township. ‘The maiden name of his 
wife was Lorinda Burnham, who was also a native 
of Warren County, N. Y. 

Nine children were born to Mr, and Mrs. Bent- 
ley, Sr., of whom Wright was the eldest. Ile was 
eight years of age when he came to Towa and at- 
tended the pioneer schools, gaining what education 
his opportunities would allow, 
his father on the farm and remained under the 
parental roof until he grew to manhood. In 1856 


he bought a tract of wild land in Bloomfield Town- 


Ile also assisted 
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ship, and while living at home made the first im- 
provements on it, At the time of his marriage he 
settled there and resided till 1882, when he sold 
and bought the place that he occupies at the pres- 
ent writing. The farm is supplied with good frame 
buildings, is highly cultivated, well stocked, and 
may be considered an estate of which anyone might 
be proud, 

He was married in January, 1861, to Miss M. J. 
Woolecott. She was born in De Witt, Clinton Co,, 
Iowa. ‘The children by his first wife are Williard, 
Lillian, Viola and Melyina; the two latter are de- 
ceased, Mr. Bentley’s second wife was Isabella M. 
Bricker, the daughter of Frederick Bricker. ‘Their 
marriage took place July 6, 1873, Their children 
are Leola, born Jan. 31, 1875; Malverna, born 
Sept. 7, 1878, and Luella, born July 26, 1881. Mr. 
Bentley is one of Clinton County’s most enterpris- 
ing and successful agriculturists, and his energy 
and perseverance, together with his good common 
sense, win for him a high place in the respect and 
esteem of her citizens, both old and young. 
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ANS J. JEPSEN. The subject of this biog- 
raphy is oceupied in tilling the soil on his 
farm which is situated on section 33, Brook- 

>\ field Township. He is well known by the 
community at large and respected for his sterling 
integrity and honor no less than his perseverance 
and industry. 

Mr, Jepsen was born in Apenrade on the Baltic 
in the Province of Sleswick, Germany, Sept. 28, 
1823. He commenced his apprenticeship at the 
trade of a ship carpenter at the age of thirteen and 
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one-half years, and served four years, then went to 


sea as carpenter ona full-rigged ship, the Christian 


ih 

: Dane, named in honor of the Danish King. He 
4 sailed twice around Cape Torn in, this vessel 
: and witnessed many strange scenes in foreign 


countries. 
Wales, on the Irish Sea, to Boston. 
nently a sailor, enjoying the life of the sea, but 
finally resolved to permanently abide at Valparaiso. 
He rounded Cape Horn seven times, and finally 
abandoned the occupation ef a sailor, after sailing 
the west coast of America as Mate of a ship. Sub- 
sequently he went to San Francisco, Cal., where he 
stayed three years and worked on the Huntington 
water flumes, receiving $6 per day. He was at San 
Francisco in 1850, and his three years’ stay was 
through 1858-56. Te spent about three weeks in the 
gold mines, and worked at his trade near a town 
then known as Hangtown, on the North Fork of the 
American River. On returning to San Francisco 
he shipped on board the steamer “ Active” as car- 
penter, July 2, 1853. This steamer was employed 
in making the United States Coast Survey along 
the coast of California, Oregon and Washington 
Territory. ‘This was about Dee. 8, 1853. On ar- 
riving at San Francisco, the steamer was ordered to 
proceed at once to the Indian War, then raging in 
Washington ‘Territory, at Puget Sound. Gen, 
Wool was in command and made his headquarters on 
the steamer Active. After the war was over, Mr. Jep- 
sen returned with the steamer to San Francisco, and 
was there discharged March 26, 1856. On the Sth 
of April following, he sailed as a passenger on the 
steamer Golden Gate, for New York, by the way of 
Panama, Aspinwall and Havana, and on the 20th of 
April arrived in New York. 

Mr, Jepsen had, during the years of his early 
manhood, a varied and interesting experience. He 
has visited almost every point of interest on both 


He shipped slategtone from Bangor, 
Ile was emi- 
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uf sides of America, calling at the principal seaports 
Hf from Boston around the Horn and Vancouver’s Isl - 
and, Ile was also in Spain, Portugal, France, Ger- 
t ; Many, Holland, England, Belgium and Russia; so it 
i: will be observed that there are but few civilized 
ne countries that he has not visited. He has coasted 
ht from Santiago to Puget’s Sound, and with his 
i; steamer was ordered along the coast to fight the 
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Indians. He repaired the ship at Seattle, Washing- 
ton Ty. There he had expected to settle, but on 
account of the Indians he decided to abandon his |) 
original purpose, and taking ship he went to New (~) 
York. From there he came to this county and x 
arrived in Brookfield Township May 20, 1856,)) >> > 
where he purchased 160 acres, He has added to) 
this until at the present day he owns 438 acres 
land, 


The present home place of Mr. Jepsen was a wild Ph 
prairie when he bought it, but he has improved the a 
land until it is under a fine state of cultivation. He ‘ 
has set out an orchard and has erected a fine two- a 
story house, a barn and a basement stable, and has a 
fine out-buildings. Added to his agricultural pur- + 
suits he engages in the breeding of high grade a 
Short-horn cattle and has one very valuable bull. _- 

Hans J. Jepsen was married to Miss Gertrude a 
Teskey, March 26,1857. She was born June 1 “% 
1857, and is the mother of nine living children and - rts 


one cleceased, They are as follows: Maggie C., 
born Jan, 14, 1858, is the wife of Addison Hiener ; 
John F., born March 5, 1859, married Addie Vine, 
and they live in Jackson County; Sarah J., born 
Noy, 7, 1860, married Elijah Coverdale; Hannah, 
born March 8, 1862; George H., Dec. 11, 1865; 
Charles C., Dec. 14, 1867; Eleanor M. and Ellen 
5. (twins), Sept. 7, 1871; and Bertha L., July 7, 
1874, Mr. Jepsen was reared in the Lutheran 
Church, and is an upright, honorable man in busi- 
ness dealings, He does the fair thing by all with 
whom he comes in contact and rarely fails to give 
satisfaction in any transaction. In politics he is a 
Democrat. 
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SJEORGE HAYWOOD. The subject of this 
history, a resident ‘of Clinton, was born in 
Hillsdale, Columbia Co., N. Y., June 19, 
1822, and is the son of Thomas and Keziah 
(Rogers) Haywood. The Haywoods were of Ger- 
man lineage and the Rogers family were from Con- 
necticut, coming from Danbury. } 
Our subject spent the days of his boyhood in the 
county of his nativity and was reared on the farm, 
In 1857 he left his position as employe on the New 
York & Harlem Railroad to fill that of Station 
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| . Agent at Columbus City, lowa, on the C. R, 1. & 
A, ‘ P. (It was then the M. & M.) Heremained there 
_" until 1868, when he was induced to go to V irginia, 
>"> He made no stay of consequence in that sec tion of 
itd : country, but went West and located at Clinton, 
rs where he went into business as a banker, 


He was married in Columbia County to Mar- 
garet, daughter of William and Sarah (Best) Mur- 
ray, of the old Hudson River stock, and their union 
has been productive of the birth of three sons: 
Murray, associated with his father as partner; 
George, Jr., proprietor of a bank at Merrill, Wis,, 
and William, a student. 

Mr. Haywood aids ably in the support of the 
Methodist Church, of which he is a member, and 
belongs to several secret associations, among them 
being the K. of P., and the Independent White- 
Cap fraternity, of which he was the organizer. He 
also belongs to the Fourth Street Building Associa- 
tion, organized in 1872, and is a helpful, earnest 
citizen. He is ‘Treasurer of the last-named society, 
his son Murray is Secretary, and Wm, Zingg is 
President. Mr. Haywood is one of the oldest set- 
tlers in this section of the country, and one of the 
most reliable and enterprising men resident in 
Clinton County. His energy is untiring and his 
efforts are always directed toward the good of the 
people at large. He has held several official posi- 
tions of the town. 


RANK PIPPING, who conducts one of the 
numerous excellent meat-markets of Clin- 
| ton, is a native of Mlinois, having been born 
at Oswego, Kendall County, Sept. 15, 1856. His 
parents, Charles and ‘Theresa (Risner) Pipping, 
were born on the other side of the ocean, in Dres- 
“J den, Saxony, the former July 28,1827, He came 
oH to America in 1852, when a young man, and for a 

‘time made his home in Baltimore. He was a 
butcher by profession and carried on that business 
there and at Oswego, Ill, whither he had removed, 
Sand remained until 1866. During the last-named 
yer the elder Pipping came to Clinton and opened 
a market, which he continued to conduct until 
“1882, when he retired from business and two years 
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later died. He was a highly respected citizen, and 
a member of the A. O. U. W., by which order, 
with all due honors, he was buried. His widow is 
the mother of a family of four sons and two daugh- 
ters living, namely: Frank and Charles, who con- 
duct the market, th former is married; Matilda; 
William, who is in the meat business at Geneseo, 
[ll.; Louis, who isa clerk in the Gerhard House, 
and Lillie, the youngest. 

Our subject was married to 
daughter of ‘Thomas 
They made an extensive tour, 
the Kast and West. Mr. 
the Turner Society, 


Emily Leeham, 
Leeham, of Lyons, Iowa, 
traveling through 
Pipping is a member of 
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UKE ROBERTS, foreman in Armstrong & 
Co.’s tin shop, at the corner of Second street 
and Fifth avenue, isa native of New York 
and was born in Herkimer County, Jan. 5, 1822, 
He is the son of Peter J. and Diadama (Agard) 
Roberts, natives of that State. The former was a 
farmer by occupation, but had learned the cooper’s 
trade. Their union was productive of a family of 
seven children, four of whom are living, as fol- 
lows: David, Luman J., Luke and Noble J. Mr, 
Roberts moved to Livingston County, N. Y., in 
1841, with his family, and there engaged in farm- 
ing up to the date of his death, which occurred in 
August, 1843. Ie followed agricultural pursuits, 
in which he took a great interest and was extremely 
successful, His wife died in Westchester County 
in 1882, having survived her husband many years. 
She was a woman of strong and vigorous constitu- 
tion and a pleasing and motherly bearing. 

Luke Roberts attended school in the winter and 
worked on the farm during the summer until he 
reached the age of twenty years. He then spent 
one year in traveling, engaging in the tin and 
sheet-iron works in Livingston County, N.Y. He 
continued in the business for eleven years, one 
year at the same in Oakland County, Mich., and 
then removed to McHenry County, Ill, Ilis next 
move was to engage as journeyman at the work in 
Dixon, remaining one year, and from there came 


4 Ar aaa 
in qt 


ah feeeE 


Ss 
tint 


Hus 


fui iii 









s* RL eee eee tha ete eP at wwe Tea} SPRATT (A Pee Aas Rhpearate : 











CUTIE CREP ATELY 


eine ss 


oe 


a 


a6? 





Pt eet ps tl] 








aa err 
eee AAA L XRTALEAT ARTEL ALA [RUN AERA RRR ERERAAARIRAXAXY | f 
{ ineeerona h adeiereee pesedaipigtas by varazivists 4 \benteteereseereaneaniniai ieee 
Y hae XXNUEKE CERTEAAS |S ere eee Ee MEELIS FUE Bh 
| bette : 


tS 4 —Saf id =i ta 
z 





he has taken an active part as foreman for the firm 
with whom he is engaged at the present time. Fis 
residence is No. 426 Fourth avenue, 

Mr. Roberts was married, April 23, 1844, to 
“3 Jenette Wright, a native of Floyd, Oneida Co., N. 
Y., and a daughter of George Wright. Mr. 
Roberts has a family of five children—Flora J., 
now Mrs. Ovington, mother of one daughter, Floy ; 
+ Florance $., one of the firm of Armstrong & Co.; 
» Lewis H., Assistant Postmaster at Clinton for the 
past ten years; Edith, now Mrs. Bader, who has 
one daughter, Hazel; and Ella. 

Politically Mr. R. is a Republican. 
member of the Universalist Church, 
President of the Perpetual Building Association, 
and is not only an able factor in the forwarding of 
good measures, but is fitted by intelligence and a 
200d knowledge of public affairs to fill any vacaney 
in the township or county of which he is a member, 
He is respected for his ability, and may be called a 


representative man. 
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\A\ RS. MARY KLOTZ, who is at present a 
a resident on section 8, Bloomfield ‘lown- 
ship, is one of the pioneer ladies of that 
section of country, as she settled there in 
1854. She is a woman of courage and never shrank 
from the hardships which she knew must come to 
her as the wife of a pioneer, but went forward 
bravely and stood unflinchingly by her hushand’s 
side as his helpmeet and companion till he was 
taken from her by death, At the time of the arri- 
val of this couple into this county it was sparsely 
settled, and wolves and deer roamed at will, and as 
far as the eye could see, the billowy, unbroken 
prairies were the only outlook. Markets were miles 
distant and not a railroad winding in and out was 
to be seen, and no shriek of the locomotive broke 
the Sabbath-like stillness, 
John Klotz, who-was the husband of our subject, 
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hh was a native of Germany, born in Hesse-Darmstadt, 
h in 1808, and was there reared to agricultural pur- 
ae suits. In 1848, with his family, he left his native 
. ae land and on treading the free soil of America, they 
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on whom the burden fell so heavily, with her five 
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first settled in Wayne County, Ohio. His means 
were limited and he was a stranger in a strange 
Soon after arrival he bought a small tract of 


‘There he 


land, 
timber land in Sugar Creek Township. 
lived till 1854, at which time a colony was formed 5; 
to go to the State of Iowa. He sold his land, and 
with his family and household goods stored away i 
in & wagon, started with a pair of horses on an 
overland journey to the West. Cooking and camp- 
ing by the wayside and resting on the Sabbath 
day, the little company journeyed on and reached 
Clinton County during harvest time, and the level 
land with its undulating prairie and peaceful sky 
seemed a smile Gf weleome to the travelers. 

With the thrift common to his nationality, Mr. 
Klotz immediately took up with an offer to work 
in the harvest fields, while, in the meantime, his 
family lived in the wagon, After harvesting for 
a time, he bought eighty acres on sections 3 and 
10, Bloomfield ‘Township. A small frame house 
and ten acres broken were the only improvements 
at that time, but he commenced his career as an in- 
dependent farmer with sturdy intentions of win- 
ning; nor was he unsuccessful. He had good health, 
was honest and industrious, and toiled early and 
late, until in 1864, his career was cut suddenly 
short by the hand of death. He was sincerely 
mourned in the community and his faithful wife, 


children dependent +:pon her, was prostrated with 
grief and anxiety as to the future. Rallying, how- 
ever, she proved herself equal to the emergency, 
and rose above grief as one who has no time for 
sorrow. Ter little family was kept together and 
their energetic mother toiled and worked giving to 
one and all such Opportunities as were possible un- 
til one by one they left the household roof and 
went into homes of their own. Mrs. Klotz has 
erected a good sized frame house, a large barn, and 
to the farm has added forty acres, until at the 
present time she owns 120 acres in the highest state 
of cultivation, prolific and valuable. Her house is 
pleasantly situated near Delmar, and she has shown 
to the people a woman well worthy the respect and 
esteem of any industrious worker. ‘Those children }) 
who survive are as follows: Mary, wife of Daniel [.* 
Echard, living in Bloomfield Township; Jacob, liv- *; 
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ing in Bloomfield Township; Anna, wife of John 














































vm te ; Weir, a resident of the old homestead; Hmma, 
po: wife of George Sleper, resident of Bloomfield 
ee a - 
me Township. The first-born, a native of Germany, 
a  . died in Ohio, at the age of four years. [is name 
y L was John; Lizzie, died Oct, 26, 1874, at the age of 
a’ nineteen years, eleven months and twenty days, 
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EPHAS B. ESTY. Among the prominent 
and prosperous men well known and widely 
respected in Clinton County is the subject 

of this personal history, who is a well-to-do farmer 
living in Bloomfield Township. He was born in 
the town of Peru, Clinton Co., N. Y., and at the 
present time resides on section 14 of the aubove- 
named township, The date of his birth was March 
9, 1827, and his father, John B. Esty, was a native 
of the State of Massachusetts. The grandfather of 
our subject, also named John, was a.native of Con- 
necticut and of English ancestry. When the father 
of our subject was quite young his parents went to 
New York and settled at Crown Point, Hssex 
County. 

The grandparents of Cephas B. Esty both died in 
Essex County, and his father was hired out to a 
farmer at the age of twelve years. He lived with 
him till he was twenty-one, when youth and ambi- 
tion asserted themselves, and he started out in the 
world for himself. THe was married at the age of 
twenty-two, to Charlotte Lawrence, a native of 
Monkton, N. Y. After marriage they removed to 
Peru, where they rented a farm and lived until 
1829. He then removed to Plattsburg, where he 
lived one year, and then removed to the town of 
Moors, where he wae an ashy Sipe He bought 


1h ‘ until 1855. He then ila out and came to Towa, 
= § ie located in Jackson County. 

After the close of the war he returned home, but 
~ during his absence he lost his wife by death, 
) About four years later he bought forty acres of 
rina and near Maquoketa, and lived upon it until 1872. 

There were eight children born of their union: 
a Sylvanus; our subject, who is the seeond child; 
~ Harriet, wife of William Emmerson, who lives Br 
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eraohenaratis York State; Jonas M., who served in 
the 24th Iowa Vol. Inf. in the late war, and now 
lives at Maquoketa; Charlotte, deceased; Sarah, 


also deceased; John W., who served in the 2d Lowa 


Gav., and now lives in Renwick, Humboldt Co., 
Iowa, and Caroline E., deceased. 
Our subject was the second child in order 


of birth, and grew to manhood in his native 
county. He was reared on a farm and received 


his education in the public schools. When not 
in school he assisted on the farm a part of the 
year and the remainder of the time worked in tim- 
ber. Ile was married, Dec. 3, 1848, at Crown 
Point, N. Y., to Lucinda Pulsifer. She was born 
in Essex County, Nov. 26, 1829, and was the 
daughter of Amos and Sarah (Ober) Pulsifer. ‘Tlie 
spring following their marriage they went to his 
father’s home in Clinton County and bought fifty - 
two acres of timber land near by. He built a log 
house and barn and cleared twenty acres of land, 
They continued in this place until the fall of 1554, 
when they sold out and came to Maquoketa, and 
settled down. There he engaged at stone work 
and at the carpenter’s trade, and besides labored at 
other work which would assist in bringing him a 
livelihood, He remained eight years in this section 
of country, then rented a farm which included the 
present site of Delmar. He rented this land for 
three years, then bought a tract of wild prairie 
land which is included in his present farm. Here 
he has remained and continuously worked upon it, 
improving and cultivating it, until it is at the pres- 
ent time one of the best in the township. He has 
planted a variety of fruit trees and raises both 
grain and stock, Ie has also erected a good set of 
buildings, planted shade trees, and in every way 
added improvements on what was a piece of un- 
desirable wilderness. He now owns three farms in 
Bloomfield Township. ‘The home farm he manages 
himself and the other two are rented. 

Mr, and Mrs. Esty have six children: Louisa, 
wife of D. E. Howe, living in Bloomfield ‘Town- 
ship; Loren, in the same; Loretta, wife of B. W. 
Luse, lives in Woodbury County, Lowa; Marshall 
(4. and Minnie L. are at home, and Willie S, is in 
Woodbury County. Mr. and Mrs, Esty are mem- 
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Chureh at Delmar, 


oe 


nate sun na Hite 


Kah joes 
Sls 





Rizr 


« 
By: 
xe : 


UNEKEEDN ERT ORR LEU EER. i 


Rafa ya rai 


iy 
: 


4 . a > Rats +3 








SSeS See eee eS Se eee 


ers 


statis ease aes 


. 
s 
° 
° 
Ji. 
® 
ols 
* 
* 
“ 
6 
° 
e 
bd |e 
° 
elt 
om 
bd bm 
6 
e 
os 
oln 
[i 
bd |= 
ot 
ol» 
bia 
ol 
*lh 
* 
+e 
«le 
ele 
® 
. 
° 
° 
* 
° 
. 
. 
. 
e 
*e 
. 
* 
° 
ie 
‘is 
. 
hel 
td] 
) 
r 
« 
° 
° 
° 
° 
> 
i 
* 
. 
% 
°° 
e 
° 
* 
* 
« 
Ld 
* 









(ST AVAUFIRERISOR IMAM OE! EERE ERY 
















SLA SES EEEESE md an Ldaad _t EEE (Maa bt 
SORES ATE IE ee eee cere rere race rey 







verre 


peates tl eed ete Tecteaye Ty”) 


x Sas Se RE EK EEE dO ed EXEL COA YEYIIAIEIEITI 








Herp | 





i] 
ry LEELA ED | RT EREIE ast ie psneebia XXUTERERTE ial a8 
Fire Pidpesidele THEFEVSS 38 


soba bifets) 
TERUCKCRE erereresr 





CLINTON COUNTY. 








and ably assist in supporting it. They are whole- 
hearted in their labors for that organization. Mr. 
E. isa Republican in polities, is a well-informed 


man and adheres strongly to his party. 

p— a St 
OMER CARPENTER. ‘The subject of this 
personal history isa retired farmer, living 
at Camanche, and is well known and highly 


respected throughout this section. He is not 
of the county but also of the State, 





only a pioneer 
having come to Lowa while it was a Territory, lo- 
cating in this section, thus being identified with 
its growth from the beginning. Mr. Carpenter was 
born in the town of Moriah, Essex COs Ne Ye WOT. 
29, 1818, His father, Elijah Carpenter, was a na- 
tive of the Green Mountain State, having been 
born in Clarendon, Rutland Co., Nov. 8, 1787, and 
he was in turn a son of Jabez and Mary Carpenter, 
natives of Connecticut. His father was a carpen- 
ter by trade and was a soldier in the French and 
Indian Wars. He settled in Essex County in 1808, 
and was a pioneer there. Buying timber land, he 
built a log house in the wilderness and spent his 
last days there. ‘Thus if will be seen that the Car- 
penters are of New I ngland extraction, descended 
from those grand old fathers of our Republic who 
exerted in so signal a manner their wisdom 
energy in planting the seeds of freedom, piety 
learning, the fruits of which are so richly en- 
joyed to-day from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 

The father of our subject married Abigail Par- 
sons, 2 native of New Hampshire. She was born in 
Chesterfield, March 9, 1794, and was the daughter 
of Benjamin Parsons, who fought under Washing- 
ton in the Revolutionary War, thus on both sides 
of the family our subject comes from the best stock 
of this country. Elijah Carpenter inherited a tract 
of land from his father and built a log cabin ys 
it, where his children were born. He remained : 
resident of New York until 1851, when he ae 
to Iowa and located in Scott County, where he 
died in the fall of that year. His wife died March 
16, 1871, Nine children were born to them, of 
whom our subject was the second son, He attended 
subseription school in the winter season, and as- 


and 
and 
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sisted his father 
timber the remainder of the year. 


on the farm and worked in the 
He was married, 


Jan, 5, 1843, to Samantha Draper, who was born (|® 


She is the daughter of Sa- 
s parents were 


in Western New York. 
rah (Wire) Draper. Mrs. Carpenter's 


poor, and after she was fourteen years old she v 


earned her own living, being employed in one fam- 
ily four years—receiving for the first three years 
seventy-five cents per week, and for the last year 
6ne dollar. Her salary was ulways paid to her in 
goods from the store. She had no assistance in 
making her way in the world but her willing hands 
and good health, From the spring of the year un- 
til September Mr, Carpenter was employed on the 
farm. In the September following his marriage 
they engaged with parties to go to the lumber 
regions, he to cut and measure logs and she to cook, 
receiving as compensation $20 per month. They 
were very frugal and saved their small earnings, 
and soon purchased a pair of horses and wagon, 
with which, in June, 1845, they started for the 
Territory of Lowa, taking their household goods 
with them. Coming as far as Buffalo, they em- 
barked on a steamer for Chicago, and came thence 
overland to Scott County, Iowa, crossing the Mis- 
sissippi at Davenport. When Mr. Carpenter paid 
his bill in Chicago he lacked just one cent of the 
On the way to Iowa they did 
their own cooking and slept in the wagon, and on 
arriving in Davenport they possessed only $1.10 in 
“ish and Were $4 in debt. He rented a part of 
Jeremiah Payne’s farm, near Le Claire, and used a 
slab shanty that was on the place for a dwelling. 
He secured employment at stacking grain, receiy- 
ing therefor seventy-five cents per day, and he 
took his pay in meat and produce. Mrs. Carpenter 


amount necessary. 


worked in the home of Mr. Payne and earned 
money enough to buy the first hog they ever 
owned, after buying which she earned money 


and assisted in paying for 
overtaken with misfortune and the cow and pig 
hoth died. Mr, Carpenter replaced them, promis- 
ing to pay for them by plowing. But here again 
misfortune confronted them as he was taken sick 
and unable to do any work during the entire fall. 
The saying that ‘troubles rarely come singly” 
proved true in their case, as one after another fell 


a cow; but they were 
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upon them. Scarcity of money prevented his buy- 
ing evena hat for winter, and he tells with much 
gusto and appearance of enjoyment, the length of 
time he spent in persuading his wife to cover his 
straw hat with a portion of their- wagon cover, 
which was painted red. He says: “* Not only did 
my fireman’s chapeau serve me for common use, 
but it was my go-to-meeting tile.’ In 1846 he 


and in 1847 sold one of his horses, and entered an- 
other forty acres adjoining, and while renting land 
he was making improvements on his own. He 
broke a few acres, split a few hundred rails, and in 
1850 sold out for $600 and bought an improved 
eighty in the same township for $1,200. 

Aided by his worthy and helpful wife, Mr. C, 
kept steadily at work and gained each year, so that 
every round of creeping time caused them to re- 
f)\ joice that they had bettered their condition, They 
worked that farm, with the exception of four years, 
in which they lived in the city of Le Claire, until 
1865, when he sold out and removed to Camanche, 


the farm containing 160 aeres and a good set of 
first-class farm buildings. In 1871 he sold that 
place for $10,500 and bought a half-section of land 
in Eden ‘Township, which he still owns and rents, 
1 He has in his possession about eight acres of village 
land, which he cultivates, 

Mr. and Mrs. Carpenter -both enjoy good health, 
and feel that in the luxury which surrounds them, 
the pleasant things of this life, and the joys of a 
happy old age, they are reaping the reward due for 
the early privations and struggles endured by them, 
Five children have blessed their union, and grown 
up about them: Sarah A., now Mrs. Farnsworth, 
lives in Eden Township; Mary F., Mrs. Hanke, re- 
' sides in Chicago; Emily A., Mrs, Hersfield, lives 
aaqin Sac County, lowa; Ielen P., Mrs. Dannett, also 
Mlives i in Sac County, and Orville resides at home. 
{Orville H. received a good business education at 
“the Keokuk Business College, studied penmanship, 
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. =sjengineers in Western Lowa, who are surveying a 
ig “i djrailroad, Two of his daughters have been well 
| jj educated in the Academies of Valparasio, Ind., and 
, Princeton, Lowa. 





took up forty acres of land in Le Claire Township, | 


There he bought property for which he paid $8,000, 


and at the present time is with a company of civil: 
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Mr. Carpenter has always taken great interest in 
public affairs and served for four years as Super- 
while in Scott County 
coming here, Politically he is a Republican, and 
in her religious connections Mrs. Carpenter is a 
member of the Baptist Church. As one of the 
leading men of the county and a representative, 
self-made man, the publishers take Ss isure in plac- 
ing Mr, Carpenter’s portrait in connection with this 
article, 


visor and two years since 
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KEK. CARPENTER, President of the corpor- 
ation of Curtis Bros. & Co., of Clinton, is a 
native of New York, and was born at Ox- 
ford, Chenango County, May 19,1835. He 
comes Of « long line of ancestors in New York State, 
but they were originally from Rhode Island, his 
father, EK, K, Carpenter, being a native of that 
State. He was by vocation a farmer, as were his 
people, and J. I. spent the years of his boyhood in 
his native county, obtaining a good education in 
the common schools. Completing it, he was al- 
lowed an academic course in Oxford, N. Y., and 
graduated there. He was an only son. 
In the year 1855 our subject came West, locat- 


ing in Ogle County, Ill., near Rochelle, where he 


commenced farming, and continued it until 1862. 
He broke, improved and cultivated 240 acres of 
land, which he sold in 1862, and, going to Rochelle, 
purchased a stock of merchandise, and commenced 
mercantile pursuits, There he continued until 
1868, and on Jan. 1, 1869, joined the present cor- 
poration as associate partner, and together they 
bought the sash, door and blind factory in which 
they have continued up to this time, known under 
the firm name of Curtis Bros. & Co. 

Mr. Carpenter married in Rochelle, in 1861, Olivia 
Detwiler, of Pennsylvania. a lady of fine aceom- 
plishments, and many graces of mind and person, 
and a native of Hagerstown, Md. They are 
the parents of four sons and one daughter—K, L, 
and S. J. are in business with their father; KE. J. is 
a student at Ann Arbor, Mich., taking a scientifie 
course; Maud and Fred IH, are living at home. 

Mr. Carpenter is a member of the Board of Di- 
rectors of the City National Bank, and has been 
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since its organization ; is an active worker in the 
First Presbyterian Church, having been one in its 
session, and serving as Trustee in that organization. 
He is a man whose past life of excellence is only 
equaled by his consistent Christianity in the every- 
day duties of life. He works only to achieve that 
noble “ Well done, good and faithful servant,” of 
the great hereafter, and throughout his future will 
be cast the flowers of loving remembrance that his 
deeds of kindness have left and his hands strewn 
for Others. 

Mr. Carpenter cast his first political vote for the 
Republican party and has always eontinued with it, 
but continuously avoided occupying a public posi- 
tion; he has, however, served in the City Council 
and on the Board of Education, willing to fill any 
place productive of good to the public at large. 


TORR 


*) EORGE W. EYRE, of Clinton, a native of 


iG 


Ramskill, Nottinghamshire, England, was 
born April 6, 1836, and is the son of John 
and Elizabeth (Bettinger) Kyre, and one of a fam- 
ily of five sons and two daughters, of whom two 
came to America. John came to this country in 
1854, and settled first in Schuylkill County, Pa., 
and afterward went to California, and when last 


“ heard from was pursuing his vocation, that of car- 
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penter, in that State. 
America was apprenticed to a butcher at Sheffield, 
where he remained four years, and then being 
twenty years old, opened in business for himself 
at Ramskill. His father was an inn-keeper there 
for ten years, and on our subject’s coming to Amer- 
ica, he located in Sehuylkill County where his 
brother John had settled. He identified himself 
with his trade as it promised to be financially sue- 
cessful. In the meanwhile he joined the State 
Militia. 
Lyons, where his wife had a brother in business. 
He remained there for one winter, then came to 
Clinton, where he worked for other parties until 
1873, when he commenced business for himself. 
He gained a patronage, which was not difficult, as 
he was possessed of strong integrity of character 
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George before coming to _ 





In 1866 he emigrated West, coming to 








and was a worthy man. His business opening oc- 


curred in 1873, and he has been connected with it 
ever since. 

He was married in Ashland, Pa.,.to Maria B., 
danghter of James C. Stephens, a farmer, deceased, 
formerly of Schuylkill County. 
of Pennsylvania, and the son of James C. Stephens, 
a native of England, who came to America at the 
age of twenty-one years, and located in Berks 
County, Pa. Mr. Eyre is President of the Hawk- 
eye Mutual Live Stock Association, organized 
June 26, 1885, for the purpose of insuring horses 
and cattle against death. Mr. and Mrs, Eyre are 
the parents of one daughter, Mary E. D., a grad- 
uate of the High School, and a young lady of fine 
social attainments, and well advanced in musie and 
painting. 

Mr. Eyre has always avoided all attempts to 
enter his name as candidate for publie office, and 


countless times has refused to accept nomination, 


He is Republican in polities, and holds his party up 
strongly, believing it to be the only political party 
able to put down all National wrong. 
contributes to all charitable and church purposes, 
and makes no secret of his interest in and feeling 
for them. The family attend the Presbyterian 
Church and are worthy, active members of that 
body. ‘The Stephens family formerly belonged to 
the Society of Friends. 


ie 


A eae K, CRANE, a farmer, resident on 
\ section 6, Brookfield Township, was born in 
Kssex County, N. Y., Jan. 14, 1850. His 
father, James II, Crane, was a native of New 
Hampshire and was born in the town of Washington 
Jan, 258, 1815. The grandfather of our subject was 
alsoa native of New Hampshire and was of English 
descent. Watson E. is of the fifth generation. His 
grandfather was a blacksmith by trade, and when 
his son, James H., was fourteen years of age, he 
bought a farin in Essex County, N. Y.,upon which 
the latter worked until he was married, He also 
assisted his father in the shop, and, being the eldest 
son, mainly had charge of the farm. 
James H. Crane was married to Miss Abiah 


He kindly. 


He was a native ni 
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Reed, a native of the State of Vermont. They con- 
tinued to reside in Essex County till 1854, then 
came to Iowa, making the journey by rail to Rock 
Island, then to the western terminus of that road. 
Hs came by a hired team to Jackson County from 
that point, and purchasing 220 acres of land settled 
in South Fork Township. He also bought eighty 
acres in Brookfield Township on section 6. There 


by driving posts in the ground, building up at the 
sides and slabbing the floor. This stood on the 160- 
acre tract, now a part of the home place. Daven- 
|| port and Dubuque were then the markets and the 
depots for supplies. In 1851, the father of our sub- 
ject, James H. Crane, bought eighty acres in the 
western limits of the city of Maquoketa, and sold 
out two years later at an advance. In 1861 he 
owned in Brookfield Township a good frame house 
and he lived in this until 1880, when he removed 
to Maquoketa and now lives retired at that place. 

Three children were born to the union of Myr. 
and Mrs, Crane, as follows: Josephine, wife of 
Oliver Beckwith, a farmer, lives in Humboldt 
County, Iowa; Watson E., our subject; Julia is the 
wife of Arthur Myatt; they live in David City, 
Neb., and Mr. M. is engaged in mercantile pur- 
suits, 

Watson E, Crane was the second child in order 
of birth, and the only son. He was four years of 
age when he came to Lowa, and has grown up with 
the country. He attended the pioneer schools of 
this section and assisted on the farm, his whole 
life being devoted to agricultural pursuits, with 
the exception of one year, when he was engaged in 
the livery business at Monticello and Delmar June- 
tion. He was married, Nov. 2, 1874, to Anna My- 
att, daughter of Richard and Elizabeth Myatt. 
They moved to Bloomfield Township when she was 
4 about five years of age. Here her mother died; her 
father is still living, hale and hearty, aged sient. 
I three. She was a native of Canada and of English 
~ extraction, her parents living in Canada only one 
year. Our subject then located on the farm which 
ay He has since purchased, and is now engaged in 
Oe vais aising high grade stock, his favorite breed of cat- 
a: tle being Durham, He has several magnificent 
ee Fptesdals horses and takes great pride in his ani- 
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was a small house on the Jackson County side, built | 


mals and in assisting to supply the county with 
thoroughbred stock, Mr, Crane is a man of whom 
any county may justly be proud, 
prismg and industrious in the extreme. He has 
four children—Gertrude, Florence, Verner and 
Julia, In polities he is a Republican and con- 
scientiously upholds the principles of that party by 
his voice and yote. 


as he is enter- 
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SHOMAS LEBDHAM. active 


G 

( ~\ business-men of Lyons who has accumulated 
WS) what he has of this world’s goods by his own 
energy and perseverance, is the gentleman whose 
name heads this notice. He is at present engaged 
in the meat business, his market being located on 


Main street, west of Fourth, and in the prosecution 
of which he is meeting with far more than ordinary 


Among the 





suCCeSS. 

Thomas Leedham was born in England, July 21, 
1828, and is the son of ‘Thomas and Martha (Misson) 
Leedham, natives of England, His father was a 
farmer and the owner of some 600 acres of land, 
and in addition to the raising of cereals was en- 
gaged to no inconsiderable extent in the breeding 
of sheep. ‘The parents hada family of nine chil- 
dren, three of whom are still living—William, 
Thomas and Mary, the latter the wife of Joseph 
Messmer, 

The subject of this notice commenced attending 
school when five years of age and prosecuted his 
studies uninterruptedly until he was fifteen years 
old. He was then apprenticed to learn his present 
trade, at which he served three and one-half years, 
and worked as a “ jour” in London seven years. 
In 1855 he left his native land and sought a home 
in free America, Landing at New York he came 
almost directly to Lyons, this State, and on arriyv- 
ing here engaged to work in a sawmill for a short 
time. He then began the butchering business and 
opened a shop on Fourth street, and has followed 
the same continuously until the present time. Tis 
building on Main street cost him in the neighbor- 
hood of $4,000, and his residence, which is at Sunny- 
side, was erected at a cost of about $9,000, He has 
sixty-seven acres of land where his residence stands, 
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and on the tract he has two houses, his eldest | 
daughter, Mrs, Julia Welch, occupying one of them, | 
‘3 He also has a house on Fourth street, where he 
lived for fifteen years, and which he now rents, and 
is also the owner of two other lots in the city. He 
is a self-made man in every respect the word im- 
plies and is indebted to his own energy and perse- 
verance for his present possessions. _ 

Mr. Leedham was married to Miss Ann Welch in 
1849. She is a native of England, county of 
Buckinghamshire, and a daughter of Thomas and 
Martha Welch, ‘The home of Mr, and Mrs. Leed- 
ham has been blest by the birth of seven children : 
Julia married George Welch, and they have two 
children—Thomas and Nettie; I. George married 
Miss Florence Gates of Lyons; Emeline R. married 
Frank Pipping of Clinton, and they have three 
and Fay; Lillie married 
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children—Florence, Hazel 
Silas Jordan, a resident of Pennsylvania, and they 
have one child—an infant unnamed; the remainder 
are Annie, Frank and Victoria. Mr, Leedham is 
nota party man, but in politics votes for the can- 
didate whom he considers most worthy and compe- 
tent to fill the office, regardless of the party to 
which he may belong. He and his wife are mem- 
hers of the Episcopal Church and he has been one 
of the Vestrymen of his congregation for a number 
of years. Socially he isa member of the United 
Workmen of America, He is one of the stockhold- 
ers in the Lyons City Water-works, and a gentleman 
closely identified with the growth and develop- 
ment of this community. 
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7EG LIJAW BUELL. Among the old pioneers 
of Clinton County, who yet live to tell of 
the trials and difficulties through which 
they passed in aiding to develop the county, 
and who through their Own energy and per- 
seveance have accumulated goodly portions of 
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this world’s goods and are now enabled to retize 
from the active labor of life upon well-earned com- | 
petencies, is the subject of this biographical notice, 
who isa resident of Lyons. 

Mr. Buell was born April 1, 1801, in Utica, 
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Oneida Co., N. Y., and, coming here in 1835, has | 
been closely connected with the erowth of Clinton 
County since that time. The parents of our sub- 
ject were Jeptha and Rachel (Strong) Buell, natives 
of New York and Connecticut respectively, His 
father was a ship-carpenter, and in 1810 removed 
to Adams, Jefferson Co., N. Y., and there settled |), 
on a fifty-acre tract of timber land. He at once ~ 
began its improvement, and there erected a log 
‘abin and continued to reside for two years. He 
was a soldier in the War of 1812, and, participating 
in the battle of Sackett?s Harbor, received a wound 
in the knee. Returning home, the following year 
he passed from earth, and after his death his good 
wife, with her children, moved to Cleveland, Ohio. 

It was in the latter city that Elijah Buell engaged 
his services to. a Mr, Bronson, who resided in Twins- 
burg Township, southeast of Cleveland, in the West- 
ern Reserve, and assisted him to clear the first land 
in that township, and also to erect the first cabin that 
was built there. Returning to Cleveland, our sub- 
ject fell in with a bookbinder, and with him went 
to Butfalo, where he remained for one year working 
ina bookbindery. At 17 years of age Mr. Buell 
boarded the brig Union, on Lake Erie, and followed 
that business for some years on the lake, being in 
the employ of Mervin, Giddins & Co, In 1823 he 
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went overland on foot from Cleveland to Pittsburg, we 
and there he went on the Powhattan, and for three _ 
years and three months worked on that boat, first ! 
as deck-hand for three months and then as First yi 


Mate. ‘This boat entered the Lower Mississippi River 
and New Orleans trade. He remained on her dur- 
ing the winter, and in the spring he came back by 
way of Wellsburg, on the Ohio River, and to the |) | 
lakes at Cleveland, and there engaged as pilot on eM 











= Ciba « 

the schooner Marion. He was the first navigator |!) — i. 
r Vans Ls TO - o " : P 4 rhs ‘ ‘. 
who ever went through to Lake Huron, Sault Ste. ety a 
Marie, thence to Mackinaw and Green Bay, which hin). 


posts were established by the Government, and his 
boat had the contract to furnish the Government 
supplies; it also had a contract to deliver. cargoes 
of shelled corn, highwines and butter for the 
Northwestern Fur Company in the British Posses- 
sions, opposite the United States garrison, the first 
cargoes they had ever received in trading with the 
people of the United States, He was on the lakes 
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when the troops were stationed there, and the Oneida | retirement, respected for his sterling worth and | : 
Indians were transferred there. After he laid up on | integrity and honored for his straightforward and iL : 
the lakes, in the fall, he returned from Cleveland via manly dealings with his fellow-men. Me 
the new canal to Akron, from there to Dayton in a A view of Mr. Buell’s residence will be found on sel 
hack, from Dayton to Cincinnati via canal, and | another page of this ALBum. ny 
thence by river to-New Albany and reached the river A 
and joined the Powhattan, Ile was in the lower river eee 10H OHO) VK AD) vOHo — oa 
trade almost twelve years, until he came to Lyons, i 
in June, 1835, Here Mr. Buell secured 600 acres / LEXANDER P. JENKINS, a resident of ed 
- Of land, located on sections 29, 30, 31 and 32, and section 12, Brookfield ‘Township, was born ji 
for many years followed that most independent of in Groveland Township, Oakland Co., 40 
all callings, farming. He began farming in regular Mich., Oct. 2, 1844. His father, Alexander 5 a 
old pioneer style, building the customary log cabin | ET. Jenkins, was a native of the town of (Queens- ty 
on his land, composed of puncheons for the floor and bury, N. Y., born Noy, 28,1809, The grandfather se 
shakes for the roof, and breaking the land as best | of our subject, Palmer Jenkins, was born in 8 
he could, Having no supplies to carry him through | Putchess County, N. Y., and was the son of Jede- ah 
the winter, he made a trip to Saint Louis for flour, | diah Jenkins, a pioneer of Warren County, that : iL 
meat, potatoes, etc., and after returning he pro- | State, and of Welsh descent, who spent. his last £1 , 
ceeded to devise a way by which he might procure days in the county to which he came as an early fn 
a team, For this purpose he started for Monmouth. settler. ier 
Ill., where he heard there were cattle for sale. The father of our subject, Alexander H. Jenkins, aL j 
Going down the river to Cordova, he remained | was reared in his native county, and employed on ze 
with a Mr. Allen over night, and while they were | the farm during the summer seasons and in the ae 
eating breakfast a party of men came along driving | Jumber regions the remainder of the year. A part iy 
five yoke of oxen, three cows and three calves on of the time he chopped wood and at other times ‘au . 
a their way to Galena. Mr, Buell followed them, worked in the sawmills at low rates. He was a Hen | 
Fal _ and after walking several miles found that they | strong man, physically, industrious and progressive, ze 
desired to sell their stock. They were brothers and and working by the month, laid up the money ia ‘ 
‘iy Wits = = aE) 
| TSE een lint Bils, Keokuk ; Bhey. had lost their which gave him his first start in the world. He at d 
oj} Wives and two children and were disheartened and married, in Warren County, N. Y., Mrs. Sarah A. § q 







wanted to return to Indiana. This just suited our (Goodenow) Finton. She was born in Rocking- 
subject, and he at once made a bargain with them, ham, Windham Co., Vt. Her father, ‘Timothy & 
paying $50 for the best yoke, $40 each for the other Goodenow, was one of the pioneers of Maquoketa, 
two, and $20 per head for the cows and calves, with | and was born in Scituate, Mass. His father, also 
os understanding that the owners were to aid him | pyamed Timothy, was a native of Massachusetts and 
etting the stock tohis home, They reached the | was of Welsh origin, ‘The mother of Mrs. Jenkins 
ehoon now Fulton, swam the river and introduced and grandmother of our subject, was Betsey White, 
the first domesticated cattle into Clinton ‘ounty. She was descended in a direct line from Peregrine 
Mr. Buell was one of the first County Commis- White, the first white child born in America, Mrs, 
sioners elected in Clinton County, and has held the | J. was the widow of Jabin Finton (see sketch of 4 
\ office of Alderman of the city of Lyons. His past | Marvin Finton), 
has been an honorable as well as a successful one, After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Jenkins lived 
and to-day he is numbered among the large land--| jn Warren County till 1843. They then started 
owners of this county, being proprietor of upward | ¢or Michigan, going via the Erie Canal to Buffalo, § 
ail of 1,300 acres of good and productive land. He | thence by Lake to Detroit, and from there by | 
fy bas afine residence in the city of Lyons, and is teams to Oakland County, where Mr, J. bought a %- 
there passing the sunset of life in quiet peace and | tract of unimproved land in the oak openings, in 5 
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: Groveland Township. They lived there till 1847, | ings, and he owns one of the best farms 1m th Y- 
Hi when Mr. J. sold out and started with a wagonand | county. . ; | 4. ‘ 
nes horses for Iowa, accompanied by his mother, his Mr, Jenkins was united 1m marriage, is benz pe 
Ha wife and children, and his brother and family. | with Miss Helen Louise Atherton. She was bornin (© Gui > 
te There were thirteen persons in all and they made | Queensbury, Warren Co., N. Y., and Bhs the daugh i eres “* 
the an overland journey, which was pleasant and enjoy- | ter of Archibald P. and Cornelia (Austin) Athertoy KAS ™ CS 
tt alle: both of New York. Mr, Jenkins 3 Republican ey te, “a 
hi Timothy Goodenow was at that time living in | politics, and has held offices of trust 1n his township. | 
te Jackson County, this State, and they made that | He was elected Justice of the Peace, but when possi- ; 
t their point of destination, and remained with him | ble settled his cases by arbitration. ae Was: a good - 
ne until after the election in 1848. During that time counselo?, apt possessed of a practical mance : aan 
bie our subject entered Government land, securing 320 | gained in his long, hard battle with the world, He i pe 
te acres.on sections 11 and 12, Brookfield ‘Township. | is 4 self-made man, and highly esteemed by the a 4 
nr In the spring of 1848 he broke a part of the land, public in general for his rigid independence, his —~ “ 
nie and the year after built a frame house of lumber | strong and sturdy manhood, and his logical and | th 9 ee 
4: sawed in Jackson County. Davenport and Dubuque | shrewd common sense. ? BI 
| ta were the markets at that: time and the depots for - ~ 
Me supplies. Lyons and Clinton were such only in A $100 ODO} 10H 0% — ey 
nL name. Mr, Jenkins was brave and energetic and = 
hE harbored no fear of failure. He remained a con- G. GRIGGS, of Clinton, a railroad man of . x 
nt tinuous resident there until his death, July 25, some influence, is a native of New Jersey, |) ; 
ni 1879. He had lived to see the county grow from and was born in Somerset County, at Nesh- : a: 
nl a wild and undeveloped prairie where, as far se ih anic, March om , 1801. His parents were jy) wi 
hee eye could reach, no home could be discerned, into | Abram P. and Sarah (Herder) Griggs, both of whom jy). -" 
ne a productive, well-populated country, and his heart | came from old stock in the State. The Griggs fam-"/ | d 
ne was glad within him at the prosperity of his county | ily date back to the colonial times in New Jersey. wha a 
bE and State. His wife survives and lives with her P. G. spent the years of boyhood on the farm of a. 
1 son, our subject, on the old homestead, Four | his father, and had the advantages of the common |||) . 
vee children were born to them. of whom Alexander P. | school, thus attaining a good education, This he 3 | a 
El was the eldest. Maria L. is the wife of Martin | supplemented with a two years’ course at Rutger’s i 
hi Baker, living on the old homestead; Jedediah L, College, New Brunswick, but on account of ill-|Se% a 
nL (see sketch) and Harriet A., wife of J. S. Dice, are | health he left before the close of the second year, i iH Bes 
| living in Brooktield Township. Mr. Jenkins was a | He had then reached the age of seventeen, and ! os 
| -§ Democrat till the formation of the Republican | went to New York City, where he served as an C= | =. 
| ; 


party. He voted for Lincoln and ever after voted | countant in the office of A. W. Leigh at No. 17 
the Republican ticket. He held the offices of | Whitehall street, and there remained until his twen- 
Trustee and Justice of the Peace, and was a solid | tieth year. He at that time was induced to come 
man in his community. | West, his ill-health being made the plea for the 

Alexander P. Jenkins was three years old when 4 change. Believing also that it would benefit him 
he came to Iowa with his parents. He attended | financially as it was a new and enterprising coun- 
the district schools and assisted his father on the | try, he came as far as Mount Pleasant, Iowa, where 
farm, which they improved and cultivated, and our | he made a stay of two years, engaged in business. 
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H subject showed his early independence and willing- | He then sold out and became traveling salesman 

ti ness to work by plowing a straight furrow at the | for a Pittsburgh firm, and continued in their em- 

i age of eight years. He has always lived on the old | ploy for thirteen months, when he returned from | 

h homestead. He is now the owner of 160 acres on | the road and aceepted a position at Burlington [> 
it : which there are neat and handsome frame build- | with the C., P.& O, R, R, Co, Remaining with the 
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Mt =~ company for one and one-half years, he was trans- | der of his days. He had served in the British 
> Mi ferred to Council Bluffs, and entered the freight de- | army for four years before coming to this country. 
>! partment of the same road, remaining for several | He left a family of five children, as follows: Ed- 
a > — years. Upon the establishment of their present | ward, Benjamin, in the army, a soldier in the same 
was headquarters, Jan. 19, 1885, he received the ap- | regiment with his father; Joseph, was a soldier in 
f AG pointment to the position he now holds, the 3d Maryland Regiment, and was twice severely 
ek | ‘He was married at New London, Iowa, to Miss | wounded at Harper’s Ferry. Martha and Thomas 
: —/ Frankie, daughter of D. Waller, Esq., a retired | are the remaining members of the family, Their 
is -? =| merchant of that place, and they have one daugh- | mother is still living at Peoria. 
 . ter, Edith. Mr. Griggs is a member of the Ma- Edward Owen, of this writing, remained at home 
> “ sonie fraternity, this being the second yearhe has | until he reached his majority. At the age of six- 
ye ’ belonged to them; he is also a member of the coun- | teen he commenced to learn the boiler-maker’s 
a. | eil of the Modern Woodmen of America. Both | trade at Mount Savage, Md. Since that time he 
Sad - himself and wife are constant attendants of the | has alternately followed that business and worked 
ri Presbyterian Church, Mrs. Griggs being a lady of | in the railroad shops for about thirteen years. He 


amiable and pleasant disposition, possessing much 
intelligence and refinement. He is a man who is 
generally popular and well liked, and occupies a 
sphere of usefulness well worthy of imitation. 


SSS 


DWARD OWEN. The subject of this per- 

sonal history is a member of the firm of 

Owen & Sons, Clinton, Iowa, and is well 

known and widely respected as a man of large en- 

terprise and business faculty, and a first-class citi- 

zen, The firm are manufacturers of steam boilers, 

soap kettles, smoke stacks, sheet iron works, and 

making that of steamboats a specialty. Their works 

are located on Eighth avenue and their office stands 
northwest of the round-house. 

Our subject is a native of Kngland, was born 
June 2, 1840, and is the son of George and Jane 
(Waite) Owen, They were born in England and 
the husband came to America in the fall of 1853, 
with his family, and settled in Alleghany County, 
Md. He was there engaged in furnace work, but 
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tt position and promptly fell into the ranks with those 
za who went forth so nobly to defend the honor and 
* liberty of their country, and to sacrifice, if need be, 
) their lives upon its altar. Me was numbered with 

‘= the 2d Maryland Regiment and was in the war for 
el one year, when he was discharged on account of 
2 disability. On returning to his home he removed 

” Peoria, Ill., in which city he spent the remain- 
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i at the breaking out of the late Civil War, left his~ 























had charge of the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific 
Railroad Shops for about seven’ y then came 
to Clinton and purchased the business which he 
commenced operating with his sons in 1870. At 
times they have as high as forty men employed and 
the business is considered a flourishing one. — Lis 
residence is situated on the corner of Second ave- 


TS, 


nue and Second street. 
to Miss Catherine, a daughter of James Long, a 
native of Missouri. To Mr. and Mrs, Owen have been 
born five children—George, Edward and Joseph, 
who are associated with their father in business, 
while Annie and Kittie are two younger members 
of the household, 

In polities the father 
held the office of Alderman two terms. 


is a Republican, and has 


He 18 a 


member of the Methodist Episcopal Church and is 


a solid and substantial member of Clinton society. 
He is not only wide awake to its interests, but is 
helpful in the attempt to forward anything for the 
public good. George is a Republican also, and 
holds the position of foreman in the Owen & Sons’ 


shop. 
> D, 


_AVID B. JENNINGS. Prominent among 
the business-men of Lyons and a gentle- 
man who has attained success in life, not 
as the recipient of any legacy, but through 
the following of the dictates of his own good judg- 
ment, is the subject of this biographical notice, at 
present engaged in the furniture business on Kighth 
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He was married, in 1862, © 
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RESIDENCE OF = COHLMANN, SEC. 24, WATERFORD TOWNSHIP. 







street, THe was born in Butler County, Ohio, Jan, 
11, 1818, and is a son of David and Elizabeth 
(Dwing) Jennings, natives of Pennsylvania. 

The parents of our subject moved from their na- 
tive State to Ohio in an early day, and there his 
father engaged in agricultural pursuits, in connec- 
tion with working at his trade, that of a jeweler, or 
rather clock-maker. He followed his trade in Cin- 
| cinnati for several years and in 1840 moyed to Illi- 


nois, settling in Tippecanoe, Rock Island County. 
There he erected a gristmill and was occupied in 
running the same until his demise. For some three 
years after his death his son, our subject, ran the 


“S mill, and it was also in that county that he acquired 
-S his education in the common schools. 


When twenty-two years of age David B. Jen- 
nings entered upon the profession of a pedagogue 
in the same village in which he attended school in 
his boyhood days. As time passed he economized 
his earnings and was enabled to purchase 200 acres 
of land near the village, upon which was standing a 
goodly quantity of timber, This he had cut into 
eord wood and-sold it to the boats which plied up 
and down the Mississippi River. After a time he 
sold his 200-acre farm and bought another, consist- 
ing of 120 acres near Port Byron. On this latter 
place he lived and labored, engaging in its cultiva- 
tion and improvement for twelve years, and during 
this time he set out fifty acres of the tract In an 
orchard. In 1868 his son took charge of the farm 
and Mr. Jennings moved on what is called the Coe 
Farm, and was a resident thereon for three years. 
Ile then, in 1871, moved into the city of Lyons 
and engaged in selling fruit, sent him from the fifty 
acres he had devoted to this purpose some years 
previously; he also engaged in the sale of cider 
and vinegar manufactured and shipped to him 
from the same farm. He was engaged in this busi- 
ness for three years, when he embarked in the fur- 
niture trade, and from that time until the present 
has continued in the same, meeting with success. 
On moving to Lyons, he purchased three dwelling- 
houses, two of which he rents and occupies the 
other. 
Mr. Jennings was married to Miss Roxby S, Har- 
vey, a daughter of Robert Harvey, and by this 
“union has become the father of three children, 
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whose names are as follows: William married Miss: 
A. M. Lareau, they have three children Edith, |: 
Lucy and Ralph, and reside in Nebraska; Harvey ‘ 
J. married Sadie Hughes and they have two chil- 
dren—Thomas H. and William H., and also reside 





Pearl, and is living in Lyons. 

Mr. Jennings takes a deep interest in all that is 
calculated to benefit the city in which he resides. 
He isa Republican in politics, and religiously he 
and his good wife belong to the Congregational 
Church. While he was a resident of Rock Island 
County, he held numerous offices of public trust 
and honor, among which was Assessor, Township 
Clerk and School Trustee. 






iy BED RUTENBECK, Esq., is one of the 
representative farmers of this county, and a 
A man who ranks high among the stock breed- 
ers of the township. His home is situated on sec- 
tion 19, Brookfield Township, and his enterprise 
and unremitting industry give him a high place 
among the agriculturists of this section. He was 
born in Westphalia, Prussia, May 2, 1832, and re- 
ceived a thorough German education while he re- 
mained in his fatherland, where he grew to man- 
hood. He came to America in the fall of 1865, 
landing'at New York, and proceeded at once to 
this county. The first two years he rented land, 
then purchased 160 acres, and to it has added 
until he now has a fine farm of 240 acres. He built, 
in 1876, a barn 28x38 feet, and in 1885 another | 
28x58, with a shed on either side fourteen feet 
wide and the entire length of the building. He is 
the owner of two handsome Short-horn cows which 
are fine specimens of their breed. 

In 1856 the subject of our sketch was united in 
matrimony with Miss Laura Linnep, who was born 
in Prussia in the year 1834. They have nine chil- 
dren in the family circle as follows: William, born 
in 1856; Emme, in 1858; Theodore, 1861; Charlie, 
1863. ‘These were born in Germany. Those born 
in this country are, Frederick, in 1866; Tillie, 
1868; Emiel and Louie (twins), born in 1870, and 
Clara, 1873. 

Mr. Rutenbeck is a 
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Church, and is a man of prominence in public mat- 
<3 ters, interested in the welfare of the people of his 
.. township. In politics he is a Democrat, and a 
+ - strong adherent of the principles of that party. 

a Mr. Rutenbeck’s parents were Fred and Annie 
(Baker) Rutenbeck, The father died July 11, 
mtg 1879; his birth took place in 1803, ‘The mother 
~ was born in April, 1807, and died in Brookfield 


Township June 17, 1886. Mr, Rutenbeck has a 
brother in New Mexico engaged in mercantile pur- 
suits at Las Vegas, and also a brother in Carroll 
County, this State, besides a sister at Davenport. 


EV. JUNIA $8. MOWRY. The subject of 
this biographical notice, residing near Cala- 
mus, was born in Smithfield, 

©) Co., R. 1., July 18, 1805, and is the son of 

Bankan and Phebe (Smith) Mowry. The origin 6f 

the Mowry family in the United States, as well as 

the genealogy of that family, Mr. William A. 

Mowry, who has spent some years in examining the 

records of the family, informs us is as follows: 

Several of that name landed at Plymouth and Bos- 

ton in 1635, and subsequently some of them lo- 

eated in Smithfield, R. I. Of the latter number 
two brothers, John and Nathaniel Mowry, settled 
on a tract of land north of Providence, R. L., the 
title to which they procured from the Indians, 

From Nathaniel the present Mowry family, of whom 
our subject is a member, has descended, 

Nathaniel Mowry was born in 1644, married in 
1666, and died on the 24th of March, 1717 or 
1718, and his descendants are settled throughout 
the States, numbering 1,575 persons. ‘They have 
been prominently connected with the history of the 
country in many Official capacities as statesmen, 
warriors, business-men and agriculturists. Judge 
Daniel Mowry was two terms in the Congress of the 
United States, and his son Daniel was Town Clerk 
for thirty-five consecutive years. In general the 
family have been long-lived, and Daniel lived to 
attain the age of ninety years. The family origin- 
ally came from England, and in the latter genera- 
uy tions some of them have obtained prominence as 

scholars and teachers. ; 
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There have also been several mechanics of promi- 
nence and skill in this family. Among the number 
is William Mowry, who was one of the pioneer 
manufacturers of America. 


Tehear tain 


When a young man he 
worked in the manufactory of Samuel Slater, of 
Pautucket, R. [., and after becoming skilled in the 
business went to York State, where he engaged in 

himself and built the first double- 
America, Ile also visited England, 
where he obtained additional knowledge in mechan- 


business for 
speeder in 


ical skill, and was a prominent personage in the 
State in which he lived. 


Reuben Mowry, our subject’s father, was a car- 


penter and joiner by trade, and followed the same, 





together with farming, more than twenty years in 
his native State, Rhode Island, until his death, 
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which was caused by the cars striking him—he 
being deaf—at Providence, in 1852. Our sub- 


ject’s mother was descended from Elisha Smith, 
who was born in England and came to this country 
and made settlement in Smithfield, R. I. 

Junia S. Mowry was the eldest of his parents’ 
family of nine children, only one of whom besides 
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himself is now living, Ile was reared a farmer’s boy, 
and continued to labor on the farm, in the 
meantime attending the common school, until he 
was nearly twenty years of age. Prior to this age, 
however, be had supplemented his education by an 
attendance at Woonsocket Academy and a. select 
school at Providence. On obtaining the age of: 
twenty years, he engaged in the duties of a peda- 
which he followed, together with attending * 
In 1829 he was licensed by 
the Free Baptist Church to preach, and that year 
commenced his ministerial labors. In 1832 he was 
licensed by the Elders of the Free Baptist Confer- 
ence, and in August of that year was ordained at 
North Taunton, and was pastor there and in 
Rehoboth until the spring of 1835. He then went § 
to Tiverton and served as pastor of a congregation : 
in that place until the fall of 1840, when he went 
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for a year and a half. From Apponaug, Mr. | 
Mowry went to Johnson, KR. L., where he preached 
for some eleven months, being at the same time an 
agent for the Smithville Seminary, located in North 
Scituate. Le then received a call from a congre- 
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gation at Georgiaville, in Smithfield ‘Township, 
and there resided until the spring of 1847. He 
next went to Hebronville, Mass., where he preached 
for two years and taught school one winter and 
again returned to Georgiaville and preached to 
« different congregations in that region until 1851. 
He was also on the School Board of the town of 
Smithfield. June 13, 1851, our subject came to this 
State and located at Lyons, and was engaged in 
ministerial labors there and at De Witt and Fulton 
until August of that year, when he went to Buena 
Vista and formed achureh (the first 1 Olive Town- 
ship) at that place, being at that time engaged in 
laboring under the auspices of the Free Mission 
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society. 

In the fall of 1852, our subject’s family joined 
him in this county, and he has continued to make it 
his home until the present time, In 1858 he pur- 
chased a tract of 120 acres of land, on sections 
19, 30, and 24, township 51, range 2, and also entered 
forty acres on section 29, of township 80, range 1. 
There was a log house on the land which he pur- 
chased, and in the spring of 1854 the family moved 
into it, where they lived until 1878, when he moved 
into his new home. Since that time our subject has 
been engaged in preaching at different places and 
has also devoted a portion of his time to the im- 
provement and cultivation of his farm. He has 
162 acres, all enclosed, but a part of it is pasture 
and wood land and he rents the place, 

Rev. Mr. Mowry was first united in marriage 
Dec. 2, 1835, to Salome Lincoln, She was born in 
Raynham, Mass., Sept. 13,1807, She was a good, 
kind-hearted, Christian woman, and, as well as her 
husband, was engaged in ministerial labor. She died 
July 21, 1841. Two echildren—Mary Elizabeth, 
born Noy. 2,,1837, and Amy M., born March 20, 
{841—were the issue of their union, The former 
died in February, 1839. 

The second marriage of our subject was solemn- 
ized Dee, 2, 1841, when Miss Nancy Manchester 
became his wife. She was born in Tiverton, R. L., 
May 2, 1812, and died Keb, 24, 1868, She Was a 
woman of superior abilities, both as a wife and 
mother, and had few equals. Of their union 
the following children were born: Salome, Sept. 
6, 1842, and died Oct. 6, 1843; Phebe S., born June 
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6, 1844, married William W. Hazen, and they live in 
Spring Rock Township; Reuben died in infancy 
Martha A., born Sept. 2, 1847, became the wife o 
George Bull, and they are living In Carroll County ; 
Deborah C., born Feb. 11, 1849, was married toe 
Nels Olsen, and they are living in Audubon County 
this State; Daniel died in infancy ; Esther was bort 
Jan. 80, 1851, and married Sils Thompson, anc 
they are living in Crawford County; John R. at- 
tended Wilton Institute, Iowa, and Hillsdale Col- 
lege, Mich., and is a preacher of the doctrines of 
the Free Baptist Church, and at present is perform- 
ing his ministerial labors at Rome Center, Mich, 
The third marriage of our subject was solemnized © 
July 15, 1869, when Mildred M, A. Holmes, widow | 
of Rey. Luther Ilolmes, became his wife. She died 
March 11, 1879, and June 8 of that year he was 
married to Susan Mott, She was born in Ohio, and 
they lived together as man and wife until the 15th 
of March, 1885, the date of her demise. Oct. 11, 


1885, our subject was married to Nancy Dubois, te 
who came to Iowa with her husband in 1841, She - 
isa native of Pickaway County, Ohio, and daughter 
of Bennett and Elizabeth (flouser) Warren, and r 
widow of James Dubois. Her parents were natives 
of Delaware and Virginia and her father was an = 
early settler in this county. | -. 

{=O === 
a : 
pILLIAM PITHAM, a pioneer of Brookfield 
‘Township, was born in Prussia, April 20, ? 
1824, and is the son of Henry and Sabila,; < 

Pitham. The parents both diced in their native 
country, the father at the age of eighty-three and " 
the mother at eighty-four years. The subject of ~s 

a 


this narration attended school continuously until 
he was fourteen years of age. His father operated 
arented farm and our subject assisted him till he 
was twenty years of age; he then joined the army 
and served a part of the time for five years. In 
1851 he emigrated to the Land of the Free. He set 
sul from Amsterdam in November, and landed at 
New Orleans after a voyage of seven weeks. Going 
directly to Davenport, he repaired to the home of a 
brother six miles west, and in the coming spring 
the two rented a farm on the ‘Wapsie” Bottoms. 
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This they worked one year, then in 1853-54, our 
subject labored for other parties, engaging in farm- 
ing until the fall of the last-named year. At the 
expiration of that time he came to Clinton County 
and here purchased forty acres of wild land on see- 
tion 7, Brookfield township. He was penniless 
whenhe landed in America, but the rugged independ- 
ence and thrift of character characteristic of his 
nationality forbade his failure, and while in Seott 
County he was sufficiently prudent to save the 
money for his Clinton County farm, On this place 
he erected a log house, and in the spring of 1855 
broke the first land on his present farm. He com- 
menced operations with one pair of oxen and was 
restricted in every way by lack of funds, but time 
and a strong will eventually triumphed and have 
made him what he is to-day, standing free and clea 
of debt, and one of Clinton County’s best and most 
reliable citizens. 

~~ For some time, while laboring on his own land, 
Mr. Pitham continued to work for others, and soon 
added to his first purchase forty additional acres. 
He has been a continuous resident since first coming 
here and has made additional purchases from time 
to time until he now owns 296 acres. He has im- 
proved and cultivated every foot of his land and 
erected a fine dwelling and convenient farm build- 
ings. His first markets were at Davenport, Lyons 
and Sabula, the railroad stations being three and 
three and a half miles distant from his home. 

Mr, Pitham was married in 1851 to Miss Helena 
Mollmann. She was also a native of Prussia, and 
has become the mother of two children—tenry, 
who died at the age of two years and five months, 
and Charlie, who was born Oct. 2, 1854; he mar- 
ried Naomi Cook, who lives in Sharon Township. 

Mr. Pitham is independent in politics and advances 
weg Boner ah Fe note Sh although in a gentlemanly 
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ENJAMIN P, BALDWIN, contractor, resi- 

dent at Clinton, is a native of New Hamp- 

) shire and a son of Isaac and Nancy (White) 

| Baldwin, both natives of the Granite State, 
t The grandfather of our subject was by name Isaac, 
“and his great-grandfather, Col, Nahum Baldwin, 


a 
oy ‘ier . 
ir, “any pa a ee 
me ll eT Tt oT ett Way 1S 

- “FPF 


hee 
ih 
Tame 


iP miei ctetetetd ia ta 
> 


P Ls. ‘ . 
| eure ne ~~ 


are considered valuable additions to the society of 
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whose father was by name Henry Baldwin, and was 
born in Devonshire, England. He came to Massa- 
chusetts in 1640, and settled in Woburn, Middlesex 
County. The father of Benjamin P. Baldwin was 
born March 22,1796. He was a manufacturer of 
farm implements, and had a family of eight chil- 
dren, five of whom are still living—Isaac, John, 
Albert, Benjamin P.and Edward P. Their parents 
died in the State of their birth. 

Our subject was born Oct. L8, 1838, and after 
receiving a Common-school education he graduated 
from Mount Vernon Academy, and at the breaking 
out of the Rebellion, in 1861, he enlisted in Co. K, 
7th N. Hl. Vol. Inf. He served faithfully and 
courageously for nine months, at the end of which 
time he received a fracture, and was discharged for 
physical debility. On returning to New Hampshire 
he remained there. until 1864, when he came West 
and settled at Clinton, He has since been engaged 
in contracting in stone, in excavating and filling, 
He built a dwelling on the corner of Sixth street 
and Kighth avenue, at No. 600, where he now lives. 

Mr. Baldwin was married in 1869, to Miss Carrie 
Cochran, who was born in New Hampshire, They 
are the parents of two children, by name Minnie 
A, and Eva A, The parents of Mrs, Baldwin were 
Ira and Clarissa (Taylor) Cochran, also natives of 
New Hampshire. The father of the former bore 
the name of James and his father was Deacon Isa: 
Cochran, who was born in Londonderry, April st 
1742, 

Mr. Baldwin is a Republican in polities. He is 
an active member of society and a helpful, inter- 
ested citizen, Both himself and his amiable wife 
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[RAM UNDERHILL. Prominent among 
the prosperous citizens and influential men 
of Clinton may be found the subject of this = 
sHotan He was born in Washington Town- § 

ship, Dutchess Co., N. Y., May 27, 1827, and is the © 
son of Jacob J. and Hannah (Barton) Underhill. § 
Both his father and mother were natives of that 
State, where they remained until the close of their 5 
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lives, in 1852 and 1862 respectively. They were 


farmers by occupation, and had two children, one 


of whom is deceased. 

Mr. Underhill received a good common-school 
education, and at the age of twelve years was hired 
out ona farm. There he worked until he reached 
his majority. At the expiration of that period he 
hought his first house and lot, in the town of Wash- 
inoton, When twenty-six years of age he was the 
owner of 140 acres of land, and lived upon it for 
eight years. His next movement was the purchase 
of 110 acres, which was in the same township. 
There he lived for two years, then sold and bought 
another of 120 acres, also in Washington ‘Township, 
where he lived until the year 1880, At that time 
he sold everything, and came to the State of Lows 
and settled “in Clinton, at No, 422 Sixth avenue, 
He has bought four 
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where he has since resided. 
pieces of property on the same avenue, between 
He commenced to work 
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Sixth and Seventh streets. 
at the carpenter’s trade at the age of twenty-two 
years, and has followed that and wagon-making 
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men, 

Mr. Underhill was married, Dec. 12, 1846, to 
Ruth, daughter of William and Betsey E. (Sod) 
Klsbree. ‘They were natives of Rhode Island, and 
engaged at farming near Fall River, Mass., where 
they remained until called home by death, these 
events oceurring in 1861 and 1872. They had a 
family of ten children, two of whom are still living 
—Mrs. Underhill and Mrs. Rebecea Quick. ; 

In polities Mr. Underhill is a Republican, and 
holds the offices of Overseer of the Poor and Com- 
missioner of Highways. He belongs to the Quaker 
denomination in religion, and is one of their most 
devoted and helpful members. He may, in short, 
he called one of the representative men of Clinton. 


Vereen ste 
2264442222022 242°¢ 


atte 


vires 


etter 


AA 
See © O46 S22 46 OSES SESE EH EE SESS OTSS FASE 


CEEEE) 





ae) 


a7 


fToleererretr tite 


' 
, 
f 
f 


| si ea BALL. The thriving little city of 
Lyons has within her houndary many men 
of sterling worth and integrity and who have 
done much toward the advancement of the 


community in which they live, and among the num- 
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ever since, and often employs from five to eight 
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from the active labors. of life. Mr. Ball was born aa 
‘. » . ~ 
near Kaskaskia, Randolph Co., Ill, Nov. 7, 1827, and > Os 
isason of Annajah and Anna (Gastom) Ball, natives a 
of Vermont. The parents of Reuben removed to IIli- 2 
Gee th , ‘ 4 V4 a 
nois in 1818, and settled at Shawneetown, Gallatin od 
we ry : ; “ ad ‘a5 
County. The father was a millwright by trade, and )) -" 
after his removal to Randolph County he engaged 7s 
in farming, Hé purchased a farm of 120 acres in 
that county and was occupied in its improvement 
and cultivation until his demise, in 1844. His wife A 
had preceded him to the home beyond the grave, % 
dying in 1829. ‘They had five children, four of =: 
. . . . a ‘¢ 
whom are still living—William L., Amasa, Mary “« 
(now Mrs. Dunn), and the subject of this notice. a 
From the age of nine years, the subject of this a 
notice was engaged in performing such labor as is Pi 
common to farmers’ sons, until his removal from é' pi 
Randolph County to Granville, Mo. He labored at “ 
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the latter place for some eighteen months, then re- 
turned to Randolph County, and when he was six; 
teen years old he was apprenticed to learn the coop- 
er’s trade at which he worked for two years. We 


+e 


next find him in Wisconsin, where he was engaged in - 
working in the lead mines for some eighteen months. 4 
Afterward he came to this State and worked at his ¥ 
trade for two years, and in 1850 came to Lyons. _ 
The following year he commenced business for him- A 
self, at which he has since continued, with the excep- . 


tion of about a year, employing from ten to fifteen 
men. He purchased. his first property in block 25, 
upon which he erected his shop, the same being lo- 
cated on lot 2. In 1854 he purchased two lots in 
Stumbaugh’s addition, two in Buell’s addition, and in 
1862 purchased the east half of lot 10, block 27, 
Stumbaugh’s addition, He next purchased twenty- 
one acres of the Frances estate, and then bought the 
block where he now lives, on West avenue, north 
of Pearl and Tenth streets,and consisting of two 
and one-half acres, In 1866 he erected a fine brick 
house on the latter tract costing him some $4,700. 

The marriage of Mr. Ball with Miss Pollie D. 
Buell took place Oct. 16, 1853. She was born June 
1, 1833, in Palmyra, Ohio, and is a daughter of 
George and Electa (Dix) Buell, natives of New 
York and Vermont respectively. Her parents came 
to this State in 1842, and settled in Lyons where 
they died; the father in April, 1843, and the mother, 
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~« Jan. 29, 1842. (Four children were born of their 
union—Lydia, now Mrs. Rockwell; Pollie D., wife 
of our subject; Sherman and Freeman. After the 
death of her parents, Mrs. Ball went to live with her 
uncle, Elijah Buell, and was a member of his house- 
hold until her marriage. 

The children of Mr. and Mrs, Ball are six in num- 
ber, the record being as follows: Mary L.; Emma 
A., who became Mrs. Riges, and bore her husband 
three children -—_R. Emmett, Ethel and Hazel Fis 
Reuben K.; George I. married Minnie Myers and 
they have one child—Howard B.; Mabel E. and 
Elijah B. 

In polities Mr. Ball is an independent Democrat. 
He has held the office of Marshaland has also been 
Township ‘Trustee, a member of the City Council 
for eight years and likewise a member of the School 
Board. He is one of the respected and influential 
citizens of Lyons, and a gentleman honored for his 
sterling worth and integrity. 
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DWARD B. BEARD, deceased, was born in. 


Frederick County, Md., Sept. 10,1819. His 

father, John Beard, was also a native of 

that county and came from German parents. Our 
subject was left an orphan at the age of ten years, 

|| and was thus early thrown upon the world and bidden 

to rely upon his own judgment; prudence and eare. 

He worked about among farmers for some years, 
then went to MeConnellsville, Ohio, and learned 

jll| the trade of carpenter and joiner. He then went 
to Athens, Ohio, and worked at his trade till 1854, 

in thn meantime having formed household and do- 
mestic ties. In 1859, accompanied by his wife and 

two children, he started for Iowa with horses and 

4 fy wagon and a buggy, ‘They brought a part of their 
bas jhousehold goods and made themselves comfortable 
hl hroughout the journey, and after traveling twenty- 
Pa) one days, landed in Jackson County. They crossed 
the Mississippi River at Bellevue. Mr. Beard had 

_ been here previously and entered a half-section of 
land, half of it in sections 10 and 15, Brook- 
eld Township, and half of it timber land in Jack- 
yi son County, Building a log house in the timber, 
‘I “they spent the winter there, and in the spring he 
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built a duty on section 15, Brookfield ‘Township, 
and during the summer put up a frame house. 
This place was his home until the summons to a 
brighter and fairer one above came to him, and he 
passed away Oct. 10,1880. He had improved all 
of his land and erected good buildings, and lived to 
see the county well developed and prosperous. 

Mr. Beard was married, March 26, 1845, to Miss 
Klizabeth Armitage. She was born in Athens, Ohio, 
Noy. 28, 1822, and is the daughter of John and 
Elizabeth (Herald) Armitage. Her father, a na- 
tive of Westmoreland County, Pa., was of English 
ancestry, Ter mother was born in Ohio, of Penn- 
sylvania and German ancestry. Seven chil- 
dren were born of this union, as follows: May, 
wife of O. Parkinson, living in Bloomfield 
Township; Emily J., wife of Wm. A. Clark, 
of Klwood; Christopher, who lives at Olin, 
Jones Co., Iowa; Joseph H., who lives in- the 
southern part of the county ; David, who lives in Ce- 
dar County; A. Lincoln, who resides at Elwood, and 
Schuyler B., who manages the old homestead. 

Mr. Beard was a member of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, and Mrs. B. still retains her connec- 
tion therewith. In politics he was a stanch Repub- 
lican, and was respected for his honorable enterprise 
and activity. Clinton County has good and sufli- 
cient reasons to take pride in her citizens, of the 
best of whom Mr. Beard was a bright example. 


GO) FORGE WILKES was born in Staffordshire, 
England, Aug. 23, 1837, and is the son of 

(y George and Hannah (Green) Wilkes. His 
grandfather on the paternal side was also born in 
Staffordshire, and was a railroad man, holding the 
position of yardmaster and serving the company 
faithfully, being always ready when duty called. 
He was also engaged in the rolling-mill business, 
prior to coming to America, He eame to this 
country in 1846, and settled in Pennsylvania, 
where he was oceupied in a rolling-mill as sawyer 
and hot rail straightener and straightened the first 
rail in America. He was such an expert in his 
especial line that he remained five years in the em- 
ploy of the rolling-mill, after which, in the year 
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1851. he removed to Marquette, Mich. At that | Charlotte and erected a commodious frame store ne 
point he engaged as a railroad man and filled his | building, and the following year, in 1871, he erected ht 
position ereditably up to the time of his death, in | the building known as (ohlmann’s Block. This is a 

1881. He was killed at his post of duty, being run | fine building, 44x50 feet in dimensions and two 


“over by an engine. Lis widow still lives at Mar- | stories in height. ‘There are two stores on the first | 


» 





j quette, Mich. | floor and tenements above, besides his own resi- 
hE Our subject was first engaged in the rolling-mill | dence. Mr. Gohlmann was born in Hedersleben, 
ne with his father, in which place he remained untilhe | Province Sleswick Holstein, Germany, Jan. 12, 
nee reached the age of eighteen. He was as much de- | 1812. He attended the public schools of his native 
neg liehted with railroading as his father, and took | and until fourteen years of age, and then Bervied 
bE both the places of engineer and machinist, remain- | four years as a tanner’s apprentice. After this he 









ine with the C, & N. W. R. R. Co. to its great satis- | traveled in France and other parts of Kurope, work- 
faction until 1867, when he removed to Clinton, ing at his trade at different times and places until 
Ilere he has since followed the same occupation, 18536. He then went back to his native town and 
He purchased his home on section 17, consisting of | began business for himself, establishing a tannery. 
eighty acres, which he has nicely improved. He purchased land, and in connection with agricul- 
He was married in November, 1859, to Miss | tural pursuits carried on the tanning business until 
Morinda Card, a daughter of Cyrenius and Sarah | 1842, when he embarked in the flouring-mill busi- 
(Osgood) ‘ard, both of whom were natives of New | ness. He was a leading citizen of the community 
York and are deceased. They, having no children in which he resided and took an active part in pub- 
of their own, adopted a daughter, Isabella Sexton, lie affairs. During the Revolution of 1848, he was 
at the age of three months. This was in 1870, and | suspected by his Government as a spy and was ar- 
she remains with them now, a bright girl of sixteen, rested and imprisoned for a time, but was finally 
enjoying the sweet home which her foster father | exonerated. He continued to work at his trade 
and mother have provided for her, Mr. and Mrs. | and carried on his business for a number of years, 
Wilkes are members of the Congregational Church when he coneluded to visit the United States, and 
and are active workers in that body. In polities | in 1856 came to Waterford Township, and was so 
he isa Republican. pleased with the country that he determined to 
make it his future home. After he had secured a 
tot HELLS PD + ee clear title to his land, Mr. Gohlmann went back to 
his native land, disposed of a portion of his prop- 
KA ARTIN G. GOHLMANN departed this | erty there, and closing Out his business in which he ; 
life Aug. 1, 1886, at Charlotte, where | had been so successful, returned with his family to 
he was living in retirement from the | this county. He erected a set of frame buildings 
active labor of life. He had been promi- | on the land he had purchased on section 25, Water- 
nently identified with the agricultural interests | ford ‘Township, and was there a resident until 1881. 
of Clinton County for nearly thirty years. He During that year he removed to Charlotte, divided 
first visited this county in 1856, at which time he | his Berlin Township. land into four farms, and 
purchased all of section 13, Berlin Township, and | erected on each a good set of frame buildings, and 
in 1857 he purchased other land on section 25 of | he divided the land which he owned in Waterford 
Waterford Township, and at a still later date se- | and Deep Creek Townships into four farms and 
cured other land, until at one time he was the | put up buildings on them. In addition to the real 
proprietor of upward of 1,500 acres, the greater | estate already mentioned he has considerable prop- 
portion of which he purchased before a plow had | erty in the city of Lyons. 


* 


_ ’ 
Cx 


Sueeer te eerete 


4 
p2ShS55555 


tree 


Se OEE ESE ES BOSS OF 8S OS SS O86 8 F6S5 OF FE THOS EET 


eYeeret 


vrrevret 
SFSSSSSEESEEFSS EES St Oe £4 SS SESS SESE SHS CEST SSETEF 


eerie 


ee2teaeese 


a 
S46 SSS SEET STEP SE TEES SESFSOSESSCOCE 













| ever turned a furrow upon it and which he placed Mr. Gohlmann was married, Oct. 19, 18389, to 
hu under a high state of cultivation. Miss Marie Bertelsen, a native of the same town as 
in IS In 1870 Mr, Gohlmann purchased property in | our subject, born April 6, 1822. ‘They became the 
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parents of ten children, six of whom are now liv- 


rw 

u ing: John G, resides in Savannah, Indian Territory ; 
= Matilda is the wife of Otto Peterson, who lives in 
,. Sabula, lowa; Andrew M. is a resident of Milwau- 
“ kee; Christina is the wife of R. H. Schroeder, a 
Ls resident of Sabula; Martin lives on the old home- 
S 4 stead in Waterford Township, and Knut P. Mr. 
; a? and Mrs. Gohlmann are members of the Luth- 
a eran Church, and in politics Mr, G. votes with the 
ey Republican party. 

rp Ja Knut P. Gohlmann, the youngest son of our sub- 


ject, was born in Waterford ‘Township, Sept. 5, 
1861. He attended the district schools and also re- 
ceived instruction at home under a private tutor 
until nine years of age, when he went to live with 
his brother-in-law, R. H. Schroeder, at Sabula, at 
which place he attended the public school until he 
was fourteen, when he clerked in Mr. Schroeder’s 
store for two years; then went to Maquoketa, and 
managed his father’s tannery five years, when he 
returned to Charlotte and opened a hardware store, 
which he has managed with success since that 
time. a 

He married, Oct. 19, 1882, Miss Ida MeClure, 
She’ was born in Waterford ‘Township, and is a 
daughter of Archibald and Lavinia (Schull) Me- 
Clure, natives of Indiana. She has borne her hus- 
band one child, who died in infancy.- Knut P. and 
|| wife are members of the Lutheran Church, and 
in polities he yotes with the Republican party. 
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ARKER DEXTER. He of whom this 
historical sketch is written is one of the 
most enterprising business-men in Clin- 
ton and holds the exclusive right of mak- 





3/4. ing articles of all sorts, in wood, Gearing is with 
| = him a specialty, digging and lining cisterns, besides 
} Wf “| manufacturing door and window frames, balusters, 


“4 
, == and all fancy and plain materials in his line. ITis 
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6, 1819, He is the son of Rodman and Elizabeth 
(Stalman) Dexter, natives of Connecticut. The 
father was engaged in manufacturing combs and 
other small articles, and also followed the car- 
penter’s trade, to some extent. Our subject re- 
mained at home until he was twenty-one years of 
age. His brothers and sisters, eight of whom sur- 
vive, are by name as follows: Parker, Jonathan, 
David, William, Marion, Olive, Mary A. 
Iilisa. 

Parker Dexter worked at farming after he was 
sixteen some time, and then learned the carpenter’s 


and 


trade. On leaving home he went to Fulton, Os- 
wego Co., N. Y., and engaged at his trade as car- 
He next tried to learn millwrighting, at 


He subsequently 


penter. 
which he was very successful. 
went to Syracuse and remained there until 1867, 


then moved into Clinton County, Towa, and has 


been engaged in the finer branch of that industry 
longer than any man in his vicinity. But eventually 
his mind went back to his old pursuits and he pur- 
chased a piece of property on Eleventh avenue, be- 
tween Second and ‘Third streets, which included a 
house and shops, and upon them he expended about 
£10,000. Good fortune had just begun to dawn 
upon him when his house was destroyed by fire. 
On this he built as before stated, but sold out even- 
tually and bought on the opposite side of the street, 
rebuilding the house and other buildings at a cost 
of about $2,500. His next work was to put up a 
shop which cost him about $3,000, and since that 
time his business has been prosperous and satis- 
factory. 

Mr. Dexter was married, in 1840, to Miss Mary 
A. Mason, the daughter of Almon and Lydia 
(Thomas) Mason. ‘They were natives of New York 
and were of kindly disposition and cordial hospi- 
tality. ‘The union of Mr, and Mrs, Dexter has 
been blest by a family of six children, five of whom 
still live—Rodman is married; Adelbert; Elizabeth 
is now Mrs. Hickon; Horatio and Lydia A, are 
both married, 

Mr. Dexter isa Republican in polities, and is a 
stockholder in the water-works. Te has held the 
office of City Marshal and Constable for many 
years. Many honors were shown to him and parade 
on his election by the citizens. Te has been quite 
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| in extensive inventor and is one of those prosper- 
ous, intelligent and worthy men of which any 
country may be proud. 
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APTAIN JOHN M. GATES, The subject 
: G of this personal history, a resident of De 
— Witt, is one of the representative men and 


old settlers of Clinton County. He is a native of 
the Green Mountain State, having been born in the 
village of Lunenburgh, Essex Co., Vt., May 12, 
1818. His grandfather, Samuel Gates, was born in 
Marlborough, Mass., and there grew to manhood, 
His father was proprietor of the hotel 
as the Gates House. The Gates family on the pa- 
ternal side were of Irish descent... The grandfather 
of Samuel Gates was born in Ireland and married a 
Scotch lady. ‘The father of Samuel Gates married 
» & lady by the name of Elizabeth Williams. Ie 
was a soldier of the Revolution and fought under 
Washington, One of his sons was Samuel Gates, 
Jr., the father of Capt. Gates, our subject. This 
gentleman was united in marriage with Jerusha 
Clarke, daughter of Kbenezer Clarke, a native of 
Massachusetts. Their parents in early times re- 
moved to Vermont, and there their lives termi- 
nated, Of that union there were eight children, 
five sons and three daughters, Three of the chil- 
dren yet survive, one of them being the subject of 
our sketch, 

Capt. John M, Gates was the sixth child in order 
of birth of his parents’ family. He grew up on the 
farm and received a limited education in the dis- 
trict schools of that period. -On reaching his ma- 
jority, in 1839, he came West to what was then the 
very small village of Milwaukee, and from there 
proceeded to Chicago, This latter city then 
boasted a population of 4,000 souls. After an ab- 
sence of three months he returned to the East, and 
possessing considerable mechanical ingenuity, he 
concluded to learn the trade of a carpenter. After 
having completed his trade he removed to Lowell, 
Mass., and worked at the carpenter trade until 
1850. About that time the gold fields of Cali- 
fornia were attracting great attention, and he joined 
the march of emigration that was setting in full 
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tide toward the Golden Gate. He decided to go | 
via the Isthmus. He set sail from New York, by 
reached his destination in safety, and entered the 
mines, where he remained eighteen months. He 

‘as reasonably successful in his search for gold, 
and in the fall of 1851 returned to his starting- 4) 
place, Lowell, Mass. He then purchased a theater | 
and museum, in which he had formerly been inter- 
ested, and endeavored to earry this on, but it not 
proving a source of profit, he disposed of his in- 
terest there and came as far West as Port Byron, in 
Illinois, where a brother of his was located, pur- 
chasing a half interest in a steam saw and erist 
mill and a one-third interest in a general store. 
His associates in partnership were his brother and W. 
C. Evans. This venture also proved a disastrous 
one, as the mill was burned in less than a year from 
that date. The loss thus entailed proved serious 
and swept away everything owned by Mr. Gates. 

After these business ventures, Mr. Gates re- 
mained in this locality until the fall of 1855, in the 
meantime becoming the owner of a portable steam-. 
engine, He had also been in correspondence with 
some of his old friends in Clinton County and 
from them he learned that the people of De Witt 
were anxious that he should transport his engine to 
their vicinity and place it in a sawmill which was 
to be built. They held out flattering inducements 
and he consented to their proposition, He re- 
moved his engine to. De Witt, put up the mill and 
placed the steam power within it. So great was its 
capacity that in a year’s time he had sawed up all 
the timber in that vicinity. He then sold the mill 
and went to Bethlehem on the Missouri River. He 
purchased a third interest in a sawmill machinery 
there, and built the mill and Operated it for three 
months, then disposed of his interest for $2,000 to 
aman from Canada, who was en route for Utah. 
This transaction cleared him $1,200, and greatly 
relieved him from the embarrassments which he 
had suffered by previous losses, 

Capt. Gates then returned to De Witt, remaining 
there until the spring of 1858, when he again went 
to Bethlehem, and entered into a contract for the 
building of bridges. After the termination of 
these contracts, he returned to De Witt, built a 
house, established himself comfortably and engaged 
































































in the occupation ‘of farming. Soon after his re- 
turn he was elected Street Commissioner, holding 
the position until the spring of 1861, when the Re- 
bellion of the Southern States began to assume 


his farming implements to provide himself with the 
accoutrements of war. On the Lith of May, 1861, 
he enlisted in Co. B, of what was then known as 
the Hawkeye Rangers, but subsequently became 
Co. B, 1st Iowa Vol. Cay. The company 
mustered into service at Burlington, Lowa, July 31 
\ of that year, and rendezvoused in that place until 
it was ordered to the front, Upon the organiza- 
tion of the company the following officers were 
elected: W. B. Leffingwell, Captain; $. 5. Burdette, 
First Lieutenant; W. H. Defriest, Second Lieuten- 
ant, Mr. Gates was appointed Second Sergeant. 
The 1st lowa Cavalry did gallant service during 
the war, as will be seen in the records of the Adju- 
tant-General of lowa. Mr, Gates remained with his 
company until September of the following year, 
when he was detailed to go to Davenport and re- 
cruit for the regiment. Soon after he was commis- 
sioned Lieutenant, and authorized by the Secretary 
of War to organize a company for the war. He 
succeeded in this, and in February, 1863, his vol- 
unteers were mustered in as Co, A, 6th Lowa Vol. 
Cay. The regiment was ordered to Dakota in the 
Department of the Northwest, under Gen, Sully, to 
suppress the Indian uprising, and they remained 
there fighting the hostiles until the close of the war, 
Capt. Gates led his company on into many Sad 
ate engagements, one of the severest being a 
White Stone Hill, where nineteen of his ere 
were killed. After great hardships and privations, 
and after the enemy had surrendered and peace 
joueess proclaimed, Capt. Gates, with the sad rem- 
jnant of his command, proceeded to Davenport, 
where they were mustered out Noy. 1, 1865, having 
een in the service four years, five months and 
fifteen days. ~ 

The following month, December, 1865, Capt. 
Gates purchased the Knowlton House. He did not 
take possession, however, until February of the fol- 
\ lowing year, and upon this occasion had a grand 
eins He was occupied as “mine host” for 
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twelve years, and then sought rest and comparative 
retirement upon the farm, which still remained in 
After three years of peaceful agri- 
cultural occupation he returned to his hotel, and 


his possession, 


formidable proportions. He had been reared to | with renewed vigor entered upon the duty of 
principles of patr iotism, and promptly laid aside | catering to the tastes of the traveling public. His 


genial disposition and obliging manner have pecul- 
iarly fitted him for the duties of * mine host,’ and 
under his skillful management the Gates House is 
widely and favorably known, and is considered one 
of the best hotels in Iowa. He has brought about 
great improvements since he first took possession 
of it, and in 1873 caused the entire structure to be 
raised three feet and a substantial stone foundation 
placed under it. ‘This added greé atly to its appear- 

ance, giving it an imposing front and an air of 
solidity, and placing more room at the disposal of 
both host and guests. 

Capt. Gates early in life contrac ted a matri- 
monial alliance with Miss Lydia Bowker, and the 
result of this union was the birth of four children, 
as follows: Samuel B. was killed near Little Rock, 
while acting as orderly for Gen, Prentice in the 
Rebellion; Harry V., Superintendent of the Oregon 
& Pacific R. R.; Alice L. and Florence EK, 

Capt. Gates was married a second time March 
30, 1881. The lady of his choice was Miss Orpha 
KE. Strang, a native of Westfield, Tioga Co., Pa. 
She is the daughter of Rev. Francis and Elizabeth 
(Butler) Strang, and is the mother of two children, 
Donna and John M., Jr. 

Politically Capt. Gates was a Democrat until 
1856. He was a strong anti-slavery man and op- 
posed to the extension of slavery in the Territories. 
When the Republican party was organized he 
joined its ranks and cast his vote for John C, Fre- 
mont. From that time to the present he has been 
a stanch and unswerving Republican, He has held 
minor offices in his city and was Mayor of De Witt 
four terms, a bright indorsement from his commun- 
ity of both his moral and political principles, In 
1874, as Mayor of De Witt, and with the assistance 
of the Town Council, he caused the principal streets 
to be graded, good, substantial stone gutters put 
down, then graveled, making as fine a street as you 
will find in the country, besides making other sub- 
stantial improvements about town, 
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Gates. .As a young man, he was industrious and 





reverses. As a soldier, he was brave and patriotic, 
and served his country with the same fidelity with 
which he would have attended to his own interests 
at home. As a citizen, he sustains all the qualities 
of his earlier manhood, and enjoys the respect and 
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esteem of his friends and neighbors. <A residence 
of over a quarter of a century among them has es- 
tablished him firmly in their confidence, and he 
expects to remain among them as he journeys down 
the hill of life. The accompanying portrait of 
Capt. Gates will be looked upon with interest by 
those who have known him so long and so well, 
and who give their full meed of praise to an honest 


man and a g00d citizen, 
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LPHEUS HUNTER, One of the pioneers 
of Deep Creek Township, and a gentleman 
who has been closely connected with the 
agricultural interests of the county since 
coming here, is the subject of this biographical 
notice. He came to this county with his father, 
Robert Hunter, from Courtland County, N. Y., in 
the fall of 1842, and the following year they were 

joined by the other members of the family. 

The members of the Hunter family in the United 
States are, as a general thing, agriculturists. Rob- 
ert Hunter was born in the Green Mountain State, 
June 16, 1792, of New England parentage and 
Seotch descent. He moved to Courtland County, 
N. Y., with his parents when a young man, ‘and was 
there married to Miss Eliza Jones. She became 
the mother of eight children—five sons and three 
daughters, 

On arriving in this county Robert Hunter laid a 
claim of 820 acres, and when the land came into 
market he bought it from the Government. This 
tract was in its original condition, none of it hay- 
ing been cultivated. Robert located upon it with 
his family, and he and his son Alpheus at once en- 
gaged in cultivating and improving the land, in- 
tending to make it their permanent abiding-place, 
and the family have continued to reside there up 
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This, in brief, is an outline of the life of Capt. | 


persevering, not easily daunted by difficulties or 


to the present time. 


Aug. 28,1867. His good wife, our subject’s mother, ins 


was born Oct. 13, 1792, and departed this life on 
the old homestead, Dee. 20, 1866. She was a true 
and consistent Christian and a. member of the Con- 
gregational Church. 


Alpheus Hunter was born Dee. 20, 1820, in Free- 


town, Courtland Co., N. Y., and was an inmate of 
the parental household until he was upward of 
thirty years of age, working on the farm, and in 
the meantime engaged in the improvement of 'a 
place of his own. He was married in Deep Creek 
Township, Oct. 9, 1853, to Margaret H. Ramsey, 
born March 21, 1828, in Fayette County, Va. She 
is the daughter of Isaac and Martha (Smith) Ram- 
sey, natives of Virginia. She was the eldest 
daughter and second in order of birth of her par- 
ents’ nine children, and was eight years of age 
when her father with his family moved from her 
native State to Indiana. Later she went with them 
to Michigan, and in 1844 came with her parents to 
this county, locating with them in Deep Creek 
Township, where her father took up a tract of 
Government land, of which he afterward became 
owner, and was engaged in farming until his de- 
mise, which occurred in May, 1863. The mother 
of Mrs. Hunter is living, and resides with one of 
her daughters, having attained the venerable age 
of eighty-two years, and is yet active, retaining her 
mental and physical health to a remarkable degree. 
Mrs. Hunter has borne her husband six children, as 
follows: Elmer S.; Julia A., wife of Arthur Bates, 
a farmer In Deep Creek Township; Fannie A., wife 
of John Millhaem, also a farmer of Deep Creek 
Township; Mattie E., an accomplished and in- 
telligent teacher in the public schools of this county ; 
Marian L., wife of Allison W. Bascom, living in 
Dickson County, and Frank A., who lives on the 
old homestead and with his father cultivates the 
same, ; 

Mr. Hunter has lived on his present farm for 
upward of forty-four years, His place contains 
177 acres of good tillable land, is supplied with 
good buildings, is well stocked and under an ad- 
vanced state of cultivation, and in the prosecution 
of his vocation he is meeting with that success 
Which energy and perseverance are sure to bring. 
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He and his wife are both connected with the Con- 
gregational Church; and Mr, Hunter is one of the 
Deacons of his congregation. He has held nearly 
all the offices of his township, and was the incum- 
bent of the office of Assessor for ten years, In 
politics he votes with the Republican party. 

A view of Mr. Hunter’s home is shown on an- 
other page. 























ENRY KREBS, a retired resident of Lyons 
and a native of Germany, was born Dee. 11, 
e 1830, and is the son of Henry and Mary 
(Todt) Krebs. 
many, Mr. Krebs, Sr., dying in his native land in 
1847. His wife, accompanied by her four chil- 
dren, came to Buffalo, N. Y., June 14, 1852, and 
remained three and one-half years, and in Septem- 
ber, 1855, came to Davenport, Iowa, ‘They next 
eame to Lyons in 1864, where she died May 15, 
1870, at the age of seventy-six years. She was the 
mother of four children, two of whom suryive— 
Margaret, now Mrs. Henry Hise, of Davenport, 
and our subject. H. H. E. has not been heard 
from since Aug. 1, 1855. He was then in Detroit, 
Mich. 

Henry Krebs attended school until he reached 
the age of fifteen, He then served an apprentice- 
ship of three years, learning the tailor’s trade, and 
at the age of twenty-two came to America, He 
worked at gardening at Buffalo for the pittance of 
6 per month, and states that the whole of the fam- 
ily funds amounted to only $24 when they stopped 
at Buffalo. He next worked as a day laborer, 
earning seventy-five cents per day; then went on 
Lake Erie on a steamboat, as a roustabout, running 
from Buffalo to Detroit. He continued in this serv- 
jjice three seasons, - but during the last served as 
‘t cook at $25 per month. In 1855 he came to Dav- 
. os where he was fairly successful in business. 
h hie In 1858 he purchased a team, which he used in 
- i ) general delivery until 1860, He then rented a 
a ep farm which he worked for two years, after which 
at ii he returned to teaming and continued for two 
<< f. An years longer. After these movements he came to 

rrr 
i prone and rented for three years the City Hotel, 


They were natives of Ger- 


























































a =i Belorderioay! 


ras eh ak i@) 
4 
! 


ee We Ae YS eras 
rs 


er 


o-~ a _— - ‘ ‘a > P . 
— PAr ee 3 ee ae 
CO EE es ge ee ny he 





CLINTON COUNTY. 


th rer ereresersmrerereres AIL epee 


AVILEPISALLAII SLI Leese t ees tt 
SEE L ECE EASE LSI IS 








on Pearl street. This he conducted, purchasing at 
the same time his present property adjoining, on 
the corner of Pearl and Third streets, and built 
upon it, making it one of the most attractive in the 
city. He remained in the hotel until 1885, and 
was most successful at the business, winning a good 
patronage and many friends. In 1883 he bought 
640 acres of land in Nebraska, He also has a farm 
adjoining the city limits of Lyons, comprising 200 
acres, in Spring Valley ‘Township. 

Mr. Krebs was united in marriage in 1855, to 
Margaret Pfaffenberger, who was born in Germany 
in 1832, They are the parents of five children, as 
follows: Anna Maria, Mrs. Kisting; John H. is 
married and has one child—Mamie; William, who 
married Mary Beller, is living three and one-half 
miles east of Neligh, Antelope Co., Neb., and has 
two children, by name Mary and William; and 
lastly Dora and Mary. Mrs. Krebs died in 1869. 
She was an energetic and kind-hearted woman and 
had made many friends. Mr, K. was again mar- 
ried in 1872, the lady of his choice being Johanna 
Boock, who was born in Germany in 1849. By 
their union they are the parents of three children— 
Louisa, Matilda and Henrietta. 

Mr. Krebs is 1 Democrat in polities and is strong 
and stanch in his belief in the efficacious workings 
of the party. He belongs to the I. O, O, F., the 
[ron Hall and the German Dramatic Association, 
and is not only a working, active member of soci- 
ety, but is personally agreeable and worthy as a 
friend, and one of the prominent men of Lyons. 


ST 


<< py 
RS. THERESA HENLE, of Lyons, widow 
of Mathias Henle, is the subject of this 
personal history. Mr, Henle was born in 
New York City, and is the son of Fidele 


and Victoria (Beuter) Henle, natives of Germany. 
They were the parents of a family of five sons— 


vy 


- Mathias, John, Conrad, Joseph and Henry. — Ma- 


thias Henle remained at home till he reached the 
age of thirteen, when he went to learn the baker's 
trade, apprenticing himself at Dayton, Ohio, After 
finishing his time he worked some time as ‘ jour” 
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with the same firm, and afterward removed to the 
State of Lowa, stopping in Iowa City for a time, 
when he came to Lyons and, associated with his 
father, bought a lot on Second street, north of 


Main. ‘There they built a brick bakery in which 
he carried on the business until his death, in 1874. 
He and his father had purchased a property on 
Third street, also a building on Main street and 
land in Hampshire Township. He was a stock- 
holder in the First National Bank of Lyons, and 
was a man of considerable importance in his com- 
munity. 

He was married to Miss Theresa Stahle, in 1854, 
She was the daughter of Jacob and Philipene 
(Henle) Stahle, natives of Germany, and came to 
America at an early day, settling in Taylorville, 


Ohio, Her father settled in Iowa and purchased a 
farm, in 1845; the mother died in 1882. They 
were the parents of eleven children. Mrs. Henle 


has been the mother of four children, as follows: 
Charles, who attended college at Cape Girardeau, 
Mo.; Louisa, who graduated at the Sisters’ Semi- 
nary located at Lyons; Edward and Mathias. Mrs. 
Henle is a stockholder in the First National Bank; 
she also possesses some property lying on Second 
street north of Main, where she resides. She isa 
woman Of large business ability, and has shown 
keen knowledge and foresight which is truly com- 
mendable and worthy of admiration in all matters 
of business relative to her husband’s estate. 
Politically Mr. Henle was a Democrat, 
a member of the German Catholic Church. 


He was 
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EDEDIAH L, JENKINS was born in Brook- 
"field Township, Dee. 9, 1850, and is the 
youngest son of Alexander and Sarah A. 
(Goodenow) Jenkins (see sketch.) He was 
reared on his father’s farm and attended the 
district schools and the State University two years, 
He took an academic course and succeeded in ob- 
taining a first-class education. From the university 
he went to Mount Vernon and spent two years in a 
philosophic course, and was proving a pride to his 
family when, losing his eyesight in a measure, he 


was obliged to leave the school. Subsequent to 
this he began teaching and was considered a man of 
great refinement and culture. During the sum- 
mers he farmed and engaged in the buying and sell- 
ing of live stock. 

In 1871 Mr. Jenkins settled on the farm he owns | 
and occupies at the present writing. This was deeded 
to him by his father, with whose farm it connects. 
It contains 160 acres, eight of which is from the 
old homestead. He has proved successful in this 
department of industry, and is one of Clinton 
County’s prosperous farmers, 

Tle was married, in May, 1870, to Alice Simpson, 
who was born in Warren County, N. Y. She was 
the daughter of George and Lavina Simpson. Six 
children are the outgrowth of this union, as fol- 
lows: Lewis, Reginald, Margery, Lincoln, Elise 
and Sarah A, 

In politics our subject is Republican and supports 
his party logically and stanchly, 

. 
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4, F. FORBES, a resident of Clinton, was 

born in Harlan, Shelby Co., Iowa, July 23, 

1860, and is the son of Carlo and Harriet 

(McLeod) Forbes, the former a native of 

Italy and the son of a Scotchman, Charles J. Forbes, 
Commissary General of the British Army. 

Mr. Forbes, Sr., was a worthy man and a brave 
and noble soldier. He was engaged in active sery- 
ice in the Crimean War, and became a prominent 
officer, His heart was in his work and his courage 
was unfailing. It was on a visit to Florence that 
his son Carlo was born, and he was reared for a 
civil engineer, his education in that direction being 
complete and thorough, He attended school and 
received his training in Cornwall and Montreal, 
and in early life accepted a position with the Wa- 
bash Railroad Co., and continued with it for some 
length of time, engaged at professional work. 
While he was living in Iowa Stanfell F. was born, 
and shortly after this event Mr, Forbes returned to 
Canada to settle up his father’s estate, remaining’ 
twelve years, during which time he farmed on the 
St. Lawrence. At the end of this time he entered 
the railroad business, going upon the Inter-Colo- 
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+s nial Railroad at Restigouche and Portage du Fort, | He is the owner of 360 acres of good farm land, the i 
=. where he remained for two years. Having sold | principal part of which is under cultivation, and he ze 
me ;, his farm Mr. Forbes returned to Montreal and en- | is meeting with more than ordinary success in his iE 
An" gaged in professional work, and after a year joined | yocation. se 
— Stanfell F., who was located at Sioux Rapids. Mr. Wolfe was married at De Witt, Nov. 8, 1864, vet 
a Our subject spent his boyhood in Canada,.where | to Margaret Mills, and they have seven children a 
s he obtained a good education, suplemented by a —Kdmund, Anthony, Morris, Mary, Celia, Ellen iy 
a,’ ! good literary and scientific course at the Toronto | and John. Both heads of the family ure members fl 
ae a High School. Te then taught in Dundas County, | of the Catholic Chureh, and in polities our subject i 
a and subsequently received six months’ training at | is independent. tl 
ia .. the Weston High School. This he did for the pur- 5 n 
i) pose of teaching. About this time he was taken AA RES Pe it 
=. with what was known in jocular terms as the “i 
y iy “ Western fever,” and started West, landing at AA\ ATHIAS MICHELSEN, dealer in grocer- aa 
nt Chicago. There he went to work for the corpora- ies, crockery, queensware and woodenware, ‘et 
ae || tion as timekeeper in the Winona shops. In 1882 is a resident of Lyons, and one of its most a 
Py il | he was sent in charge of a construction store to the industrious, progressive, go-ahead business- zed, 
‘f ales Sioux Rapids branch of the Northern Iowa Divis- | men. He has secured a good and hearty patronage iM 
Bh ion, and in January, 1883, he was transferred to by his industry and unvarying courtesy, no less 5°} 
i py Clinton. than by his upright and square dealing. He is il a 
hl He was married in Toronto to Florence Worthy, | native of Denmark, and was born Dec. 18, 1841. teh 
AN alady of good education and refinement of man- | [js parents were George and Maria (Dumgoard) a 
her, possessing many personal and mental graces. | M ichelsen, natives of Denmark. They were farm- ey 


She was the daughter of Francis Worthy, Esq. | ers by occupation and reared a family of eleven 


There has been born of this union one child— children, five of whom. still survive: George, 3) 

. . . * re . * ue 
Ethel. Michael, Christina, Kirstin and Mathias. ; 
== —— The parents of our subject remained in their na- 5 


tive land until called home by death, the father in 
OHN E. WOLFE. Among the well-to-do 1881, and the mother in 1882. In 1868 George 
and successful farmers of this county, who emigrated to America, and was soon after followed 
have accumulated a competency through by his sister Kirstin, who came in 1870. George 
their own industry, economy and good judg- | is a resident of Kansas, while his sister, Kirstin, is 

ment, is the gentleman of whom we write, residing | a resident of this State. 
on section 13, Liberty Township. He was born in Mathias Michelsen came to America in 1864, and 
 Treland in 1836, and emigrated to the United | on landing at New York, remembered the familiar 
States when about fourteen years of age. ‘The par- SRE DSEOR ‘Westward the star of Empire takes its 
ents of our subject were Edmund and Margaret | way,” and considering it the light of his de estiny, : 
Wolfe, natives of the Emerald Isle, turned his face to the setting sun and came to & 
_ John E. Wolfe came to this county in1858,from | Clinton County. Here he took part in agricult- 
t La Salle County, Ill, and took up his residence at | ural industry for about three years, and in 1867 
I i i! Toronto. There he worked at his trade, that of a | came to Lyons, engaging as clerk in the grocery 


ti | 


ts 


ih | wagon and carriage-maker for a time, and then | store of William Lyall. He continued with him 


bh ) purchased a farm in Berlin Township, on which he | about five years, and then set up business for him- 5 
4 1 P 


wi__ _...a 


“hi located with his family, and for twelve years re- | self on the corner of Main and Sixth streets. Pur- 
iu sided thereon, actively engaged in its unprovement | chasing the corner lot in 1881, he built a fine brick 4 

a and cultivation, He then sold that farm and pur- | building, 22x66 feet, valued at $6,500. He has = 
val Pi te the one on which he is at present residing. | added to his stock from time to time until he has § 
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drawn around him a wide patronage and a large 
circle of friends and acquaintances. Mr. Michel- 
sen was married in 1872, to Mary Sanford, a native 
of Lyons and a daughter of John Sanford. They 
have four children: George, Emma, Leigh and 
Donald. 

Mr. Michelsen is in polities a Republican, and 
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Church, Their residence stands on Sixth street and 
Fifth avenue, and is handsome and convenient, 
while its owner ranks high among the men of the 
county for solid worth and substantial merit, and is 
a man of enterprise as well as an honorable citizen, 
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=) DWARD J. D. SWENDSEN, a farmer whose 
home is situated on section 6, Hampshire 
—#) Township, and who is one of the most pro- 
gressive citizens in this section, was born in Kiel, 
in the Province of Holstein, Germany, Oct. 9, 1850, 
and is the son of William and Gishen (Reymars) 
His father died Feb. 18, 1852, and his 
mother in 1871. Mr. Swendsen came to America in 
July, 1852, and landed at Quebec. He received 
his education in the high schools at Kiel, and in 
that place graduated. He was also active as a vol- 
unteer in the war of 1848, the object of which was 
to secure a Republican form of government in Hol- 
stein. He served three years in Germany as a 
clerk in the custom-house. He came to Lowa in 
July, 1852, and located in Davenport, remaining 
until March, 1853, when he came to Clinton County, 
and located on section 24 of Deep Creek Township. 
On Aug. 9, 1862, he enlisted in the 26th Towa Vol. 
Inf., Co. E, under Col. Smith. He went into 
service as a private but was appointed First Lieu- 
tenant of his company. ‘They were ordered at once 
to Helena, Ark., but remained only a short time, 
taking a part in the struggle of Arkansas Post, 
Our subject was there wounded by a fragment of a 
shell. In the spring of 1864 he was promoted 
Captain, at Woodville, Ala, He was never missing 
in time of danger, but dauntlessly came to the 
front, leading his men forward to meet the foe. 
He was in all the battles of the 15th Corps, was 
with Sherman in his noted march to the sea, 
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with his wife is a member of the Congregational 






Saree “1! 

































was finally discharged in June, 1865, and was mus- 
tered out at Washington, D. C., and from there re- 
turned to his native land in the fall of 1865, with 
the strong desire to once more behold the old 
familiar places. a 

In the spring of 1866, on the 30th day of March,) i 
he was united in marriage with Caroline Reiff, uae 
and the newly-wedded pair at once started from | 
Hamburg for America, She was born July 10, 
1840, and her parents are both deceased. ‘There 
were five children in her father’s family. Mr. 
Swendsen has seven children, as follows: Clara, 
born in»December, 1866; Caroline, Dee. 25, 1867; 
Edward, 1869; Matilda, 1871; Ida, 1873; Alfred, 
1876, and Julia, 1880. He has been Supervisor of 
his county and served three years; was elected to 
the General Assembly, in 1874, and served two 
years; was also School Director, and is a highly in- 
fluential and enterprising citizen in this seetion of 
the country. He owns 160 acres of finely culti. 
vated land, on which he has a neat dwelling and 
barn. Both he and his wife are generous and 
kind-hearted, ever ready to alleviate suffering, and 
do much good in many directions. In polities he 
is a Democrat. 
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ICHAEL BF, QUIGLEY, a member of the 
Board of Supervisors of Clinton County 
A} and a resident on section 30, Waterford 
Township, is the subject of this history. 
He is highly esteemed as a citizen and is always re- 
sponsive to the call of duty. Mr. Quigley was born 
in Ottawa, Canada, April 26,1849. His father, 
John Quigley, was born in County Tipperary, Ire- 
land, in 1802, where he married Bridget Riordan. 
About 1852, he left Ireland with his wife and four 
children and came to America, locating in New 
York City, where he was employed in the grocery 
trade for a few years. He then removed to Buffalo, 
N. Y., thence to Ottawa, where he engaged in the 
grocery trade and also conducted a hotel till fall. 
In 1849 he went to Cattaraugus County, N. Y. 
The New York & Erie Railroad was in process of 
construction at the time and he undertook contracts 
to build various portions of the same. 

He completed his labors in New York in the fall 
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of 1853, and in December started West, coming as 
far as Chicago, where he left his family until he 
could secure a location. Coming to Clinton 
County he selected a claim and took up land which 
now lies in Washington Township. He then walked 
to Lowa City and entered the land, 240 acres, at the 
Government office. His family came West soon 
afterward, coming by railroad to Freeport, which 
was at that time the Western terminus. He built 
a house on his land and lived there one year, then 
bought a claim on section 30, Waterford Township. 
There was a log house on the place and twenty 
el acres broken. ‘The family moved into the log 
HH house ee the father commenced to improve his 
| uh land, At this he continued up to the time of his 
death, March 11, 1882. He had in the meantime 
brought the land to a good state of cultivation and 
erected some frame houses upon it. 
Mrs. Quigley, who still survives, has reached the 
~ advanced age of eighty-two years, and is the mother 
of ten children, two of whom were lost by death. 
John lives at De Witt; Ellen is the wife of Barney 
Reynolds and lives in Bloomfield Township; 
Thomas and Edward reside at De Witt; Bridget is 
the wife of John Spain, who lives in Welton Town- 
ship; Mary lives at De Witt; Catherine, wife of 
John O. Farrel, lives in Waterford Township; and 
each and all have been prosperous in their life work, 
The first four mentioned were born in Ireland. 
| The remainder, with the exception of our subject, 
~ were born in New York. 
_ Michael F. Quigley was the youngest child of his 
parents, and was in his fifth year when he came to 
this county. He grew to manhood on the farm and 
was educated in the public schools. He was also 
allowed the opportunity of attending Bryant & 
| Stratton’s Business College, at Davenport, Lowa. 
He has almost continually been employed at farm- 
i ing. He was married, in July, 1876, to Bridget A, 
ie ‘| Conwell, bor nin Kenosha, Wis., and the daughter 
i: of Daniel and Winnifred Conwell, both natives of 
They belong to the Church 


I —t— I 


=} 
il 


Clee 


5 how me fines ~ County Cavan, Ireland, 
» oe hy ) of the Immaculate Conception and ardently and 
‘- ; ee abl assist in its support. Mr, Quigley is a stanch 
i Democrat. He was elected to his present office in 
9) the fall of 1884. He is eminently fitted for a posi- 
. Pa * tion involving both courtesy and political ability, 
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Clinton County takes pride in the possession of its 
good and worthy citizens, and Mr. Quigley has no 
peer among them. Mr. Quigley inherited the home 
place from his father. It comprises 170 acres. Also 
located on the farm is the village of Quigley on the 
Northwestern Railroad, founded by the family, and 
the post-office which bears the same name. 


OHN HW. McMILLIN, 
personal history is a farmer 


The subject of thi 
and stock-raiser 
dairy on section 19, 
Ile is interested in 


and also conducts a 
© Brookfield Township. 
the growing of swine, and his untiring perseverance 
and energy give him a high place in the esteem of 
those with whom he is brought into contact. 

Mr. MeMillin was born in Jefferson County, Pa., 
March 14, 1841, and is the son of William C. and 
Elizabeth (Iloover) McMillin, natives of Pennsyl- 
vania. lis father was born in Westmoreland 
County, in 1818, and died in 1873, in the State of 
Iowa, His wife, the mother of our subject, was 
born in 1819, and lived in this township. 

The children of the McMillin family, nine in 
number, are as follows: John H., Mary E., Ann 
M., David S., Henry C., Francis, Nancy M., Will- 
iam and Catherine; all have attained to years of ma- 
turity and are married, living in homes of their own, 
John H. MeMillin was married, Feb. 22, 1866, to 
Sarah M. Boyd, a native of Pennsylvania, who was 
born July 17, 1849, and died March 2, 1884, She left 
four children, living, and had lost one by death. 
They are as follows: Charlotte M., born Feb, 2, 
1868; John William, Dee. 19, 1870; Elizabeth J., 
March 15,1873; Charles H., born in 1880, and died 
at the age of six months; and Cora M., born Feb. 
25, 1884. 

Mr, MeMillin was again married Feb, 11, 1886. 
The lady of his choice was, this time, Miss Lydia 
M. Smith, She was also a native of Pennsylvania, 
born near Philadelphia, Feb. 6, 1854. She is the 
daughter of David and Agnes (MeMillin) Smith. 
The father was born July 12, 
his death occurring Oct. 1, 1885, in this county. 
His wife was born in Ireland in 1822, and is still 
They were the parents of three children— 


living. 
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RESIDENCE or GEO. M. CURTIS, 5TH Ave. CLINTON, IOWA. 
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Seward White and now lives in Dakota. 

The grandparents of Mr. MeMillin were of Ger- 
man origin on his mother’s side, and of Scotch on 
his father’s side. The 
Pennsylvania for the last seventy-five years, and bhe- 
“ume widely and favorably known in the Key- 
stone State. 
and were proud of their patronymie and history. 

John H. McMillin is the owner of 120 acres of 
land in Brookfield Township, and Mrs. MeMillin 
owns 820 acres of land in Hand County, Dak. Mr, 
MeMillin built « handsome residence on his farm, 
30x40 feet in dimensions, in 1885. It is two 
stories in height and has a cellar under the entire 
structure. Le has also a good barn and convenient 
out-buildings. He came to this county im 1854, 
and has improved and cultivated his homestead until 
it ranks with the better classof property in Clinton 
County. Mr. McMillin is a man of large public 
usefulness and serves his county and township ered- 
itably by his ready attention to the interests of the 
people. He is President of the Board of Trustees 
of the Union Sabbath School and is 2 member of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, He is a Repub- 
lican in polities, voting the straight ticket of that 
party. The brother of Mrs, MeMillin, Hugh M. 
Smith, is a member of the Legislature in Dakota, 
and assisted in drafting a constitution of the Terri- 
tory. In politics he is a Republican, 


They were a prolific race of people 
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EORGE M. CURTIS, of this notice, is prom- 
inent among the business-men of Clinton, 
possessing push, energy and perseverance 

sufficient to make a success in life. He is a mem- 
ber of the corporation of Curtis Bros. & Co., whole- 
eile manufacturers of doors, sash, blinds, stairs, 
stair-railings, balusters, post-moulding, lumber, lath, 
shingles, etc, 

He isa native of Oxford, Chenango Co., N, Y., 
and was born April 1, 1844, and is the son of John 
S. and Elizabeth (Car penker) Curtis, also natives of 
the same county, The parents left New York 
State in 1856 and moved to Illinois, where, in the 
neighborhood of Rochelle, Ogle County, they lo- 
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Lydia M., Hugh M., and Frances A. J., who married 


family were residents of 
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‘ated on a 280-acre tract of land which the father 
had purchased. There the father with his two sons 
was actively engaged in agricultural pursuits until 
1866, when they moved into Rochelle. After re- 
siding in the latter city some two years he came to | 
this county and took up his residence in Clinton, | 
where, on Sixth avenue, he is at present residing, 
retired from active labor. He and his good wife . 
had a family of three sons—George M., Charles F, 
(see sketch) and Cornelius. George M. married 
Miss Etta Lewis, a native of Yates County, N. Y., 
and they have two children—Lewis and Eugene. 
Cornelius is a resident of Wausau, Wis., and has 
been associated with his brother George in business 
since 1881. He has charge of their extensive works 
at Wausau, 

The subject of this biographical notice attended 
the district school during winter seasons and dur- 
ing the summer assisted in the labors of the farm, 
and was thus occupied until he was sixteen years 
old. He then attended the Mount Morris Semi: 
nary, and after following the curriculum of that in- 
stitution for a time, taught school winters and— 
worked on the farm in the summer. His time was 
thus taken up until 1865, when he became a elerk at 
Rochelle, and served in that capacity for two years, 
Later he embarked in the coal trade at Courtland and 
Sycamore, Ill., which he prosecuted for two years; 
then selling out the business, he, in the spring of 
1867, came to this county and took up his residence 
at Clinton, Tere he purchased an interest with his 
brother in the business which has since grown to 
large proportions, and which was established in 
1866, From that day until the present it has grad- 
ually but surely increased, and they now employ 
from 800 to 350 men at Clinton, and about 200 men 
in their extensive works at W: ausau, Wis. In 1884, 
the wages paid to men working for them aggregated 
$132,238, and their shipment of manufactured 
goods during that year amounted to 1,150 ear-loads, 
In addition to their business at Clinton and Wau- 
sau, they have a sawmill at Rib Lake, Wis., that 
saws from 14,000,000 to 16,000,000 feet of lumber 
per year, Curtis Bros. have a branch office at 
Minneapolis, and make that place headquarters for 
distributing their goods throughout the Northwest. 
They are stockholders and directors in the Clinton 
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National Bank, and, they are also connected with 
the water-works of that city. In addition to the 
property interests enumerated they have a large tract 
of timber land adjacent to their Wisconsin prop-- 
erty. Their office in Clinton is on Thirteenth 
avenue and Second street. 

Our subject is a prominent member of the Ma- 
sonic fraternity, having attained the 32d degree; 
has been connected with the City School Board, of 
which he was President in 1885, and is one of the 
truly representative and foremost citizens of Clin- 








ton, 
This work contains a view of Mr, Curtis’ 
denee, which is one of the finest in the county. 
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ARTIN HASSETT, mechanic in’ the em- 

ploy of the C. & N. W. R. R., is a native 

of Iveland, born in the Parish of Clare, 

County Clare, in 1842. He is the son of 
Daniel B. and Mary (Fitzpatrick) Hassett, who 
came to America in 1851, and settled in Chicago, 
where he attained the age of fifteen. At that time 
he began an apprenticeship as machinist in the 
shops of the Llinois and Wisconsin Railroad. He 
was promoted to the Wisconsin Division of the C, 
& N. W. R. R., and completed his apprenticeship 
in 1861. 

In September of that year he entered the service 
in Co. B, 4th Ill. Vol. Cav, He was a brave man 
and a courageous soldier, and entered the service 
with the full intention of doing his duty by his 
country in the hour of need. ‘This he did .do, re- 
maining in active and honorable service until the 
close of the war, having in the meantime vet- 
eranized and entered Co. M, 12th Ill Vol. Cay, 
He was, however, taken prisoner at Champion 
*| Hills, Miss., and endured the horrors of Ander- 
} sonville for nine weary months, in the society of 
_ others, as brave and true-hearted soldiers as he, 
After the expiration of their term in prison, they 
-were,at the end of nine months and twenty days, 
>] exchanged at Savannah, Ga., in 1864, After the 
war was ended he returned home, and again con- 
a tinued his trade in the shops at Chicago, and in 
the following year, believing he could better his 
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condition by removing farther West he to 
Clinton. Here he occupies a position as machinist, 
and has been largely engaged in his chosen voca- 








‘Ame 


tion ever since. 

Our subject was married in Clinton to Catherine 
Devine, a native of Ireland, who was the daughter 
of James and Mary Devine. Resulting from this 
union there are three sons and one daughter— 
James, Daniel, Frank and Mary. They buried 
their oldest son, Joseph, in ‘Toronto, this county. 

Mr, Iassett is well known as an industrious and 
reliable citizen, and is respected for his devotion to 
the country of his adoption, and his clear and full 
understanding of his daily work. He is a man of 
mental and moral attributes, which fit him for the 
filling of important positions, and he has heen 
chosen to local offices for two years. 
President of the Germania Building Association 
for seven years; is a member of the C, M, Protect- 


He has been 


ing Association of Iowa, He is a devoted member 
of St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Church, and was also 


one of the committee at the time of its erection. 
——_ + 


USTUS LUND, 
ness-men Of Lyons and a gentleman of ster- 
ling worth and integrity, whose accumula- 
tions have been made through his own 


Prominent among the busi- 


pluck and perseverance, is Justus Lund, dealer in 
ready-made clothing at Lyons, Mr. 
in Germany, in 1837, and was an attendant at the 
common schools of his native country until seven- 
teen years of age. Arriving at that age, he came 
to the conelusion that he could better his financial 
condition in life in the land beyond the sea, and 
consequently emigrated to this country. 

On arriving at New York in 1854, he came al- 
most directly to this State and made settlement in 
the then little village of Lyons. In the neighbor- 
hood of that place he found employment on a farm 
and followed that vocation until 1859. During 
that year he accepted a position as merchant’s 
clerk with the firm of Rice Bros., dry-goods dealers 
at Lyons. Continuing in that position until 1863, 
he became one of the partners of the house, which 
lasted until 1865, Rice Bros, then sold their inter- 


Lund was born 
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est to George Earl, and he and Mr. Lund contin- 
ued the business, meeting with success until 1873, 
when they sold to Lund Bros. Our subject retired 
from business for a few years, and then in 1880 
opened a clothing and gents’ furnishing establish- 
ment at Lyons, in company with a Mr, Denker, 
under the firm name of Lund & Denker, which was 
prosecuted with success until the death of the lat- 
ter in 1883. Mr. Lund then purchased the entire 
stock, and since’ that time has carried on the busi- 
ness alone. 

Justus Lund was married to Miss Julia Hahn, in 
1866. She was a native of Germany, and their 
union has been blest by the birth of two daugh- 
ters—Emma and Bertha, In politics Mr, Lund is 
independent, giving his support to men rather than 
party. He isa large land-owner, having upward 
of 3,000 acres in Nebraska, and two fine, cultivated 
farms of 160 acres each in Crawford County. 
His residence is located on the corner of Sixth 
street and Fifth avenue, Lyons City, and as a busi- 
ness-man and influential citizen, he is one of the 
foremost of that place. 
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DOLF ZWEIGART, a prominent resident 
of Clinton, was born in Bavaria, March 
31, 1860, and is a son of Gottlieb and Lou. 
ise (Ebensperger) Zweigart, who came to 





Iowa in 1884, and located in Clinton, where the 
mother died the same year on December 18, They 
were the parents of five sons and three daughters, 
all now living, Sophie, now Mrs. Elesner, resides 
at Zurich, Switzerland; August lives in the king- 
dom of Wurtemburg, and is engaged in keeping a 
restaurant; Charles lives in Lyons, and is proprietor 
of a meat market; Henry is engaged as a whole- 
sale butcher; Adolf and Herman are the two re- 


maining brothers; Mary is the wife of Michael 
Zweigart; and Louise is unmarried, 


Adolf spent his boyhood in the country of his 
nativity, and obtained a good knowledge of the 
business which he now follows, that of a butcher, 
from his father, who conducted a meat market in 
Bavaria. At seventeen he came to America and 
went into business with his brother Henry. After 






AYASAXTLLEESELEAL TIE EERE 
: mre rT) eer e) 


Peas 


stopping for some time with his brother, he traveled 


through the country, East and West, in the interests 


of his trade, locating at Lyons, where he conducted 


7 \ OG . 172 
business for two years, and in 1882 came to Clin- 


ton. Uerman was born in Wurtemburg, Nov. Om 
1865, and was the last of the brothers to come tol (ie 
America. 
e_ =A _ a5 
YH 


— ANIEL CONRAD. One of the most ex- 
tensive land-owners and successful agri- 
culturists may be named in the person of 


G -our subject, who isa resident of Deep 
\ppaale r 4 ae : ; . 
Creek Township, and who, though advancing 


down the vale of life, actively keeps on with its 
duties. He is engaged in the Business of stock- 
raising and farming, and makes a specialty of 
breeding Short-horn cattle, besides having con- 
stantly on hand stock for the market. 
in this direction is excellent. 
thirty-eight, and he is the owner of the well-known 
bull of the Crookshank family. The dam was im- 
ported, his sire being of the registered family of 
Crookshank, which numbered 66,465—imported 
Gold Drops Boy. All of Mr. Conrad’s herd is 
well kept and managed by himself. In connection 
with his blooded cattle he also raises the Duroe 
Jersey swine and the Percheron horse. His farm 
consists of 160 acres, known as the ** Key Stone,” 
and is located om section 35, Ile alse has forty 
acres Of timber which is a valuable piece of prop- 
erty. He was born in Ferguson ‘Township, Centre 
Co., Pa., May 8, 1820. 
miller by trade, was a native of Bucks County, Pa., 
and his grandfather, a native of Germany, by 
name Peter, after spending some years in Pennsyl- 
vania, went to New York. He died near Auburn. 
He was married before he came to the United 
States and was both a miller and a farmer. 

The father of our subject was married in Adams 
County, Pa., toa German lady, and four children 
were born to them. They separated, and Mr, Con- 
rad went to Centre County, Pa., where he enlisted 
in the war for five years. He enlisted as a private 
in the infantry under Gen, Scott, and was dis- 
charged on the expiration of his term. He received 
a severe wound at Lundy’s Lane, which disabled 


His success 
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- him for a time, abd he was transferred to the ar- | by water to Davenport, Lowa, arriving there Oct. tan J¢ 

tillery branch of the service. [He was at two other | 30,1844. He had eighty-five cents when he landed, it a 

times slightly wounded, and after the close of the | and went to work by the day to support his wife in ae 

war he returned to Centre County, Pa., and there | and family. He soon after began to farm on a a 

he married Mary Stevens, the mother of our subject. | shares, and later went to Le Claire, Scott County, en > 

Mr. Conrad was the first-born of her four children, | and moved to Clinton County in 1859, where he Fa ¢ 

4 all being dead with the exception of himself, purchased his present home of 160 acres. I¢ was cL > 

Daniel Conrad lived at home under the charge of | all unbroken and owned by the Government. — Te : > 

| his father until he was twelve years of age, and | paid the sum of $200 for it, and he has since made & + 

afterward lived with a neighbor in Clearfield | it his home, : : 

: County, where the father had moved some years Mr. Conrad has proved a good, honest citizen a > 
4 previous. He worked there for some time and | and a first-class man, THe has served for several ty 
rt Ete later went to Centre County, where he was married | years as Justice of the Peace, and was two years tt 
| Nov. 12, 1840, to Miss Nancy Harpster, a native of | Supervisor. He isnow Notary Public. In polities ah 
o> the same township and county as her husband, | he is a stanch Republican, His first political affilia- ‘a 
a 4 She was born April 1, 1822, and is of German an- | tlons were with the Whig party. During the late a 
+" cestry and Pennsylvania Dutch parentage. Her | slaveholders’ rebellion he was a stanch Union man in 

. father, a farmer, was by name Samuel Harpster, | and gave one son upon the altar of his country. a 

“Sg and died in Centre County, where he had lived his | Mr, Conrad ts a member of the Methodist Church. + 


entire life. Ue was married to Klizabeth Beal, the A fine“lithograph view of Mr, Conrad’s home- 
daughter of Abraham Beal, born on the Atlantic | place, together with his thoroughbred Short-horns 
Ocean during the trip from Germany. The mother | and other stock, is shown elsewhere in this work, 
and grandfather of Mrs. C. both died in Centre 

County, and she was the fifth child in a family of tS Se Ea 

ten. Her father by a second marriage had one 

child. His second wife’s name was Sarah Harper. yom LIJAH A, COVERDALE, a farmer on see- 

Mrs. Daniel Conrad of this notice has four Le tion 25, Brookfield Township, was born on 

brothers living in Pennsylvania. She was reared at his present homestead, May 4, 1858, and is 
home with her father until her marriage, her mother | the son of John and Elizabeth (Wilson) Coverdale. 
having died when she was a child. She is the | They were natives of Yorkshire, England, and the 
mother of twelve children, and one she reared from | father was born April 4, 1822. Wis wife was born 
infancy who bears the name of August Meyer: | Oct. 8, 1832. They came to America in 1851, pro- 
Elizabeth is the wife of Alfred Bedford, of Hamil- | ceeding to Illinois, and stopped in Whiteside County 
ton County, Iowa; they are farmers by occupation; | two years, then came direct to this place. Both are 
Mary, wife of Amos Hurst, lives on a farm in | living at the present writing. 

Story County, Lowa; John was killed in the battle | Elijah A. was united in marriage, Jan, 6, 1881, 
of Tuka, in 1862; Martin L., who married Marcia | with Miss Sarah Jepsen. She is the daughter of 
i} L, Caton, resides in Miles, Jackson Co., Iowa; | H. J. and Gertrude (Teskey) Jepsen, the former a 
>=) Margaret J. is the wife of R. W. Northup,a farmer, | native of Sleswick, Germany, and the latter of 
ES) of Hamilton County, Iowa; Samuel I, lives in | Ireland. She was born in the vicinity of Cork, 
i> 4) Lincoln County, Wash. Ty.; Anna E, is the wife of | Her parents’ family consisted of ten children, nine 
he George W. Curtis, a banker, of Dedham, Carroll | of whom survive. By her union with Mr, Cover- 
1 Co., lowa; Wilbur and Alice; twins; the latter re- | dale, she has become the mother of two children, 
Ss <) sides in Crawford, Iowa, and is the wife of H.C. | John Walter, born April 4, 1883, and Charles F., 
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S84) Smith, a railroad employe; Wilbur is at home and | born March 15, 1885. \ dy 

Ai assists on the farm. ‘Three died in infancy. Mr. Coverdale is the proprietor of 880 acres of: ‘Bd 

Hee” After four years of marriage Mr, Conrad set out | cultivated land, and has made many improvements, © }) 
x s : ; | 
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elder brother worked a farm together until twenty- 
one years of age. He then went to Steuben f: 


On his home place is a good dwelling, with excel- 
lent barns and out-buildings. In addition to his 


+t? 


agricultural pursuits, he is the owner of nine brood 
mares, and by means of these, is introducing a fine 


County, his native State, and, after serving an ap- 
prenticeship of three years at the carpenter’s trade, 
He then worked one year 
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grade of equines into the surrounding country. He 
is a man of sterling worth and energy, is highly 
respected, and is meeting with success in his chosen 
field of labor. 

Mr. Coverdale was reared in the Methodist 
Episcopal faith, but is not a member of any church. 
He values good morals, honor, and integrity above 
all other things, and endeavors to exhibit in his 
life the fruits of true and honorable manhood, — Le 
is Republican in politics, and votes for and with 
that party. 

Mr. Coverdale is the possessor of as fine blooded 
horses as are to be seen in the county, their weights 
averaging from 1,800 to 1,800 pounds, THe pur- 
chased his first high-grade mare of a Dubuque 
(lowa) man, the animal being five years old this 
spring (1886). 
in 1883, and has succeeded beyond his expecta- 


completely mastered it. 
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at his trade in Chautauqua County and also one 
year in Ohio. In 1854, hoping to better his finan- 
cial condition in life, he came to this State and set- 
tled at Lyons, which at that time had only about 
300 inhabitants, The following year he engaged in 
the manufacture of sash-doors, on the corner of 
Second and Exchange streets, and continued in the 
business until 1861. During that year he pur- 
chased property on Fifth street, fronting the Public 
Square, where he erected a shop 30x60 feet in di- 
mensions, and, resuming his business, continued it 
with suecess until 1881. He is also the owner of 
two dwellings on Eighth and Fourth streets, and his 
residence is located on the corner of Fifth and 
Washington streets. He erected it in 1864, at a 
cost of about $9,000. 

During the year of 1878 Mr. Russell invented and 
obtained a patent on a coil spring bed, in which he 
has also been quite successful, and which ranks as 
one of the best now in use, 
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He first engaged in this business 
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Ile has also, in the past 
three years, invented and constructed a wood fur- 
nace for general heating purposes, which purports 
to be very useful and economical, on which he has 

_received notice of a patent being granted. 
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biographical notice, now residing in the city 
-A\ of Lyons, retired from the active labor of 
life, is respected for his sterling worth and integ- 
rity, and is enjoying the accumulations of an hon- 
orable past. He was born near Cooperstown, N, Y., 
Jan. 25, 1828, 

The parents of our subject, Gideon H, and Wat- 
stell (Pearce) Russell, were natives, he of New Bed- 
ford, Mass., and she of Otsego, near Cooperstown, 
N. Y. His father was a farmer by occupation and 
followed his noble calling in Otsego County, N. Y., 
until his death. ‘The mother also died there. Their 
fainily of seven children have all died except three 
—Levi, a resident of Otsego County and a farmer 
by calling; Gideon A. and William A.; the latter is 
engaged in the livery business at Exeter, Neb, 

Gideon A. Russelllived with his parents until 
fifteen years of age, and during that time assisted in 
the labors on the farm and attended the common 
; school. Leaving the parental roof-tree he labored 
ai on various farms until nineteen, when he and his 


(~ IDEON A. RUSSELL, the subject of this 


~ “a 


Thus 
we find him ever busy in constructing and building 
various articles of use, designed for the future eom- 

- fort and benefit of the coming generations. 

Mr. Russell has been twice married. His first 
matrimonial alliance was solemnized March 16, 
1854, when Miss Mary Pier, a native of Otsego, 
near Cooperstown, N. Y.,and daughter of George 
Pier, became his wife. 
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She bore him five children, 
two of whom are now living—Fred and Fannie. 
She departed this life Nov. 14, 1871. His second 
uliance was with Miss Emeline Kellog, and took 
pMice Jan, 21,1874. She is a daughter of John 
Kellog, also a native of Otsego, near Cooperstown, 
N.Y. Of the latter union two children haye been 
born—Lynn A. and Gertrude. 

Mr. Russell, politically, votes with the Demo- 
cratic party. He is not a:strict partisan, and dis- 
approves of political intrigue, and aims to vote for 
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men of good record with principles aiaaiteed to good 
government. He has held the office of School Di- 
rector and is one of Lyons’ foremost and respected 


citizens. 


IMON SHOECRAFT, dealer in coal, wood, 
ete., in Clinton, isa native of New York, 
born in Boylston, Oswego County, Sept. 
22, 1836, and is a son of Joseph and Lany 
(Calkins) Shoecraft, both of that State and claim- 
ing an ancestral line beginning with the early set- 
tlers of that section of country. The Shoecrafts, 
who came from Herkimer Co., N. Y., were of 
German ancestry, The Calkins family were from 
the same county. Simon spent his boyhood on his 
father’s farm, and at the age of sixteen went to 
Madison County, where he attended school, part 
of the time at Cazenovia Seminary, At the age of 
twenty-two, in 1858, he came West and at first 
taught school, beginning at De Witt, Clinton Co., 
Iowa. Continuing his labors, he finally was enabled 
to graduate from Cornell College, Mount Vernon, by 
his own perseverance and untiring energy. In 1862 
he obtained the position of Principal of the City 
Schools of Clinton, which he filled satisfactorily for 
two years, and by this means he had sufficient 
money to pay his brother for his expenses at Caze- 
novia. 

Our subject had purchased some property con- 
sisting of a farm of 320 acres in De Witt Town- 
!) ship, and in 1865, went upon it and cleared and 
improved it, and finally sold out, and in 1866 
he went to Lyons, where he had charge of the pub- 
lic schools during the winter. In the spring of 
1867 he returned to Clinton and engaged in the coal 
and wood business, in which he still continues. This 
he began on asmall scale, being compelled to econo- 
_jmize very closely and to adyance e: witiously. Sub- 
Bi'sequently, however, he enlarged upon it, and in 1875 
as added salt, cement and building material to his al- 
“ready flourishing business. In 1881 he added 
flour to his business, coal and flour being the two 
os staple articles, and they aggregated large sales, 
‘amounting to about $215,000, In October, 1883, 
yihe established a large business at Cedar Rapids, 
* Towa, which exceeded the above figures in sales, 
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Messrs. He is also the 
owner of a fine dwelling block on Fifth avenue, re- 
cently built. 

Mr. Shoecraft has been a of what is 
known as the Citizens’ Association or Board of 
Trade, and held the position of President in that 
worthy civic institution, He will not allow himself 
to be elected to publie office, but is a man of large 
usefulness, and is extremely helpful to the interests 


Kurtz were his partners, 


member 


of his town, 

He was married in Vernon, N. Y., to Jutie 
C,, daughter of Dr. L. W. McIntosh, of Hartford, 
Conn. Dr. MeIntosh died here in October, 1884. 
Mrs. Shoecraft is also a graduate of Cazenovia Sem- 
inary, 
Their union has been blest by the birth of one son 
and one daughter. ‘hey are named Louie, a stu- 
dent at the High School, and Lettie. Mr. and Mrs, 
S. are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and are earnest, devoted Christians. The husband 
and father has been a member of that organization 
and has given the work of his life to the Lord, en- 
listing in His service in boyhood, It was the church 
of his father. He is a member of the Masonic fra- 
ternity and has been for several years. He also be- 
longs to the K. of P., and has filled all the offices in 
it, and also is a member of the Royal Arcanum. 


and a lady of excellent accomplishments, 
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ON. P: B. WOLFE, a prominent resident of 
De Witt, was born in Chicago, Oct. 7, 
1848, He is the son of John R. and Honora 

)) Wolfe, both natives of County Kerry, Ire- 

land. ‘They came to America in 1847, and the 

family came to Clinton County and settled in Lib- 
erty Township about the year 1854, There the 
elder Wolfe followed farming and stock-raising un- 

til his death, which occurred Aug. 20, 1883. 

Young Wolfe received his education, primarily, in 

the common schools of the neighborhood where his 

parents resided, and in 1867 entered the State Uni- 
versity of Iowa, and spent three years in attend- 
ance at that institution, graduating from the Law 

Department in 1870. Upon coming to De Witt he 

commenced the practice of his prokenns forming 
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a partnership, in May, 1877, with Hon. W. A, Col- 
ton, which still continues. . 

May 1, 1878, our subject was married to Miss 
Margaret G. Connole, daughter of ‘Thomas and 
Hannah Connole, who are natives of Ireland. They 
are at the present time living a retired life at De 
Witt. 
Mrs. Wolfe, namely, John and Mary. 

Politically Mr. Wolfe is an adherent of the Dem- 
ocratie party, and from 1871 to 1882 was Chairman 
of the County Central Committee. He was elected 
in 1885, to represent the County of Clinton in the 
State Senate; before that he was for four years City 
Attorney for De Witt. During the session of 1886 
he served as a member of the Committees on Judi- 
ciary, Private Corporations, Woman Suffrage, and 
County and Township Organizations. 
duced and had passed the law punishing as embez- 
zlers attorneys who collect the money of their 
clients and do not pay it over, 

The family of Mr. Wolfe are 
ligious belief. Asa lawyer, our subject takes an 
active part at the bar of Clinton County. Te 
noted as a painstaking, industrious lawyer, one who 
fully masters the law bearing on the case in ques- 
tion, and exhausts all honorable means to Obtain a 
just verdict for his clients. The firm of Colton & 
Wolfe enjoys a lucrative and increasing patronage. 
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OHN H, SAXTON, living at De Witt, was 
born Dee. 11, 1844, in Ross County, Ohio. 
His parents, James P. and Lucinthia (Moore) 
Saxton, were natives of the same State, THis 
father, James P., was a shoemaker by trade, and 
came West in 1854, and followed farming in Clin- 
ton County, Iowa. He subsequently retired from 
active labor and is at the present writing a resident 
of De Witt. 

John H. Saxton was reared a farmer’s boy, and 
was educated in the district schools. He remained 
with his parents until 1862, when he enlisted for 
three years in Co. A, 18th Lowa Vol. Inf., and re- 
mained in active service until the close of the war, 
The 18th Iowa was a part of the 7th Army Corps 
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and belonged for the greater. part of the time to 
the ‘Trans-Mississippi Department. On the Red 
River expedition a part of the 18th Iowa were — 
taken prisoners, our subject being among the num- 
He was held as a prisoner of war for nine a 




















ber, 


ward paroled, and joined his regiment in May, 
1865, at Van Buren, Ark. In the battle of Spring- 
field he was seriously wounded, and laid in the 
hospital for six months. 

After Mr, Saxton returned home from the battle- 
field he engaged in clerking, in which occupation 
he continued for a number of years. He was ap- 
pointed Postmaster of De Witt April 7, 1886, by 
President Cleveland, is the present incumbent of 
that office, and treating the people to an efficiency 
in postal matters that has earned for him their 
hearty commendations, irrespective of party. 

Oct. 11, 1866, Mr. S. was united in marriage 
with Miss Frances E. Lee, daughter of E. B. and 
Mary (Hatfield) Lee. One child, Elsie E., has 
been the issue of this union, 

Politically our subject is an ardent and active 
Democrat. Socially he is & member of M, PD. 
Howard Post, No. 92, G, A. R., and is also a mem- 
ber of the I. O. O. F., of De Witt. 
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plLLIAM PHILLIPS. The subject of this 
biography is a resident of Brookfield Town- 
ship and is one of the most extensive and 
successful farmers of Clinton County. He was 
originally from the South, being born in Augusta 
County, Va., June 4, 1819, and fought bravely in 
the Confederate army. His father, William Phil- 
lips, also a native of Virginia, was a wealthy land- 
owner and slave-holder in the South, and died in 
1826. The maiden name of our subject’s mother 
was Klizabeth Hogshead, who was also a native of 
Virginia. They were the parents of six children. 
Ilis father had been previously married to Agnes 
Devier, and had three children by that union, all 
daughters, consequently at his death Mrs, Phillips 
was left with the care of nine children. She was, 
however, brave and energetic, and continued to 
occupy the homestead until they grew to maturity. “qyqy 
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During the war’ her farm was raided by both 
armies, until, at itS close, there was little save the 
land left, and it was like beginning wholly anew. 
Our subject, at the age of twenty, went with his 
4 brother and settled on land which had come to him 
through his father’s will. It lay in Rockingham 
County, Va., and he at once engaged in agricultural 
pursuits. In ten years he sold out and returned 
to Augusta County, that State, where he bought a 
farm and commenced mixed farming, In 1864 he 
joined the army, serving one year, He was in the 
Reserve Corps, doing guard duty the greater part 
of the time, and participated in the battles of Port 
Republic and New Market, After the war he be- 
gan farming anew on his dilapidated homestead, 
He built fences, erected a brick house, and lived 
there till 1868. He then sold out and to 
Clinton County, loeating in Brookfield ‘Township, 
where he bought a farm on section 8, and lived 
there until September, 1882, At that time he 
bought the farm he owns at the present writing. 
This is on section 1, Brookfield Township, and con- 


ame 


oa 


° 
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“f° tains 140 acres, he having given eighty acres to his 
eh children. He also owns a farm on section 5, which 


contains 480 acres, which is highly improved and 
in good condition and furnished with a valuable 
set of frame buildings; this farm he now uses for 
stock purposes. 

Mr, Phillips was married, in 1841, to Miss Han- 
nah J. Shaver, who was born in Rockingham County, 
Va., April 26, 1822, and is the daughter of George 

and Hannah (Sites) Shaver. Her father was a native 
of Virginia and came of English parentage, and her 
mother of Ohio, and of German ancestry. ‘There 
were seven children born to Mr. and Mrs. Phillips, 
six of whom are living: Maggie, wife of J. H. 
aialies who lives in Brookfield Township; Eliza- 
| beth, wife of Charles Guire, whose home is in the 
jsame township; Virginia, Mrs. A. L. Dyer, of 
Be nscse now deceased, having died Aug. 26, 
home and is buried at Union Church, near the old 
) homestead ; John E., living in Sharon ‘Township ; 
De Witt H., whose home is in Sac County, Lowa, 
=e} and Cornelia, wife of William Coffman, of Bloom- 
o“ Township. 

ti Mrs. Phillips is a member of the Christian Church 
She is an active, willing 
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“and has been since 1840, 
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worker, and shows forth the strong and true princi- 
Her husband is an industrious, 


. 


ples of religion, 
enterprising and go-ahead man, and by the work 
of his hands and the prineiple that he who would 
succeed must never give up, has gained an ample 
competency for his declining years, 

In politics Mr. Phillips is a Democrat, <A fine 
lithographic view of his residence is shown on 


another page in this work. 


STRAYER. 

is a farmer and stock-grower on 
section 22, Sharon Ile was 
born Aug. 31, 1846, in Fairfield Township, 
Crawford Co., Pa., and is the son of Martin and 
Rachel (Ralya) Strayer, natives of Pennsylvania. 
The father was born Dee, 22, 1809, while the date 
of his wife’s birth was Dee, 14, 1808, They had 
fourteen children, four of whom died in infancy 
unnamed. ‘There are nine now living, as follows: 
Milley, Levi, Annie, Charles, Perry, William, Mary 
A., Naney J. and Rebecea C. Perry had a twin 
brother, Henry, who died at the age of eleven 
months. 

Our subject received his education in the district 
schools of the old Keystone State, and in 1565, 
enlisted in the 150th Regiment of Pennsylvania, 
known as the “ Bucktails,’ and was mustered in at 
Meadville, Pa., and ordered to Camp Washington, 
DD. C., where he remained for six weeks under the 
command of Gen. Mead. No man ever went forth 
with a braver heart or keener desire to do the will 
of his country than our subject. 

Mr. Strayer took part in the battle of the Wil- 
derness, that fearful struggle in which many of our 
noble “ boys in blue” went down to death, Ee was 
at Charles City cross-roads, Hatch’s Run, Appo- 
mattox Court-House and also witnessed the sur- 
render of Lee. ‘This was the third time he enlisted, 
and his heart was full of the fervor of patriotism, 
and he offered his all, gladly, content to fight for 
the honor of his land, and if need be, die. Previ- 
ous to this he was a home guard in Pennsylvania, 
serving six months, and being discharged from this 
command, re-enlisted for three years, or during the 
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war. Ile was under Gen. Grant in the 5th Army 
Corps, and was the first to enter the city of Rich- 
mond just before the surrender, He took part in 
the battle of Five Points, Va., where his corps took 
5,000 Confederates, and the same number of stands 
of arms. This was a victory of which he and his 
fellow soldiers were justly proud. He had sun- 
stroke while in the service, was in twelve general 
engagements, and notwithstanding that he never 
sought the rear, but was found in the thickest of 
the fight, he never was wounded. He was disabled 
at Baltimore by the sunstroke. Ie has never ap- 
plied for a pension, though really entitled to one. 
He was discharged after a service of over two years 
and bore the honors of war on his return home. 
He came to Iowa in 1867 and now owns a farm 
of sixty acres, 

He was married to Rosa Leimbaugh, March 15, 
1870, and they have three children—Harry W., 
born Jan, 20, 1875; Chester A., born March 13, 
1884, and Floyd Leroy, born June 18, 1886. Mr. 
Strayer is Class-Leader in the Free Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and is devotedly attached to that 
organization, being a straightforward and earnest 
follower of Him who went about doing good. The 
church is situated at Lost Nation. He has been a 
member for four years, and enjoying the practice 
of its religious precepts, as none can doubt who 
know him, In politics he is Republican. 
a ee 


ICHAEL H. HYNES. The subject of this 
personal history is a prosperous young 
farmer of Waterford Township, and in 
addition to his agricultural interests he is 
engaged in the breeding of stock, which are of the 
highest grade, well blooded and valuable. His 
farm contains. good and convenient buildings, and, 
taken as a whole, ranks high with any homestead 


; In the township. 


Michael Hynes was born in Lyons, Clinton 
County, Aug. 11,1857. His father, Martin Hynes, 
was born in County Mayo, Ireland, in 1825, and 
was there reared to manhood, his occupation being 
that of a farmer, In 1849 he left his native land and 
came to America, landing at Saint John’s, N. B., 
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with the exception of about six months in 1880-81, 
















with $50 in his pocket. Ie went directly to Bos- 
ton, Mass., and then to New York, after which he ak 
engaged in railroading in Vermont, and received | 
sixty cents per day. He remained in the latter | 
business in that State six weeks, then went to New [> 
York, where he engaged on the New York & Erie. | 


months. He then went onto the Munda Valley & 
Erie Railroad, remaining ten months. ==> 

After severing his connection with the Erie road 
Mr. Hynes came to Illinois. He was engaged on 
the Western Union Railroad one year, and in 1852 
came to Lowa and located at Lyons. Here he be- 
gan improvements by building on his homestead 
and by adding to and cultivating the land. He 
first built a brick house and later a frame. He is 
still the owner of the same property in Lyons. 
In March, 1868, he came to Waterford Township, 
and bought land on section 8. There were forty 
acres broken and a small frame house stood upon 
it, which was a great contrast to the present piece 
of real estate that occupies that place, 

Ile was united in marriage, in 1851, with Bridget 
Dolan, who was born in County Mayo, Ireland. 
They have had born to them five children, whose 
names are as follows: Thomas; Mary, wife of 
Martin Moran; the subject. of this sketch; Kate 
and John F. Both Mr. and Mrs, Ilynes are mém- 
bers of the St. Mary’s Catholie Chureh, at Deep 
Creek, and are devoted adherents to its doctrines. 
In politics he is Demoeratie, 

Our subject was ten years of age when his par- 
ents came to Waterford Township, and there he 
was reared on a farm, attended the schools at 
Lyons, and also attended the public schools in 
Waterford Township. In the winter of 1875-76 
he attended business college at Clinton. He has 
generally been engaged in farming, which industry, 


has engaged his entire attention. At that time he 
was engaged in buying grain and live stock at 
Reges’ Station, He has managed the home farm 
since 1877, and has shown the community that he 
is & young man of more than usual ability, His 
enterprise and knowledge of business affairs have 
“uused his course to be heartily endorsed by friends 
and neighbors. The home farm contains 200 acres 
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using it in part and erecting from it a handsome 
His 
farm buildings are also handsome and convenient. 
His best barn is 36x84 feet, and he has handsome 
out-buildings on his grounds, which are so tastefully 
laid out and planted with trees, flowers, ete., as to 
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ai and is well stocked with high-grade animals. He 

has a number of thoroughbred Short- horn enttle | residence, which is the pride of the township. 
~ : and twenty-eight head of horses, besides hogs, 

. sheep, ete. 
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ETER H. PETERSEN, the subject of this 
biography, is by occupation a farmer, 
whose home is situated on section 2, of 
Center Township, and who is a breeder and 

shipper of hogs and cattle for the Chicago markets. 
He was born in Sleswick, Germany, Dec, 28, 1826, 
and is the son of Thomas and Ama (Asmussen) 
Petersen, natives of Sleswick, Germany. — His 
father, Mr. Petersen, was born in 1796, and died 
in 1844. Mrs. Petersen was born in 1794 and 
died in 1846. They were the parents of five chil- 
‘dren: Engeborg, a half-sister ; Iwer, a half-brother ; 
Andrew, « half-brother; Hans, and Peter I, the 
subject of this biography, who was the youngest 
of his father’s family. He came to America in 
1852, and landed in New York City, proceeding at 
once to Milwaukee, Wis., where he worked on a 
farm and was afterward employed by a railroad 
company. The spring following he came to this 
county, where he purchased 160 acres of land. It 
was raw prairic, unimproved and uncultivated, but 
breaking it up, he began his untiring labor and soon 
had it under cultivation, 

In November of 1865 he married Mrs. Magdalena 
Dietz, a widow lady from Germany, who had for 
some time been a resident of this country. She 
was born June 24,1837. Their union has been 
blest with three children, as follows: Ernestine, 
born Aug, 21, 1866; Helen, born Dee. 11, 1865; 
‘and Herman, born May 8, 1873. Mrs. Dietz’s 
ee by her SouNeE husband — were Matilda M., 
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‘4 Peters, io fees in fon: this county ; aa 10) inoed 
ie 4) M., born June 27, 1862, wife of Chris Ingwersen, 
a resident of Chicago. 

Mr. Petersen has 400 acres of fine land, and is 
"<a prosperous and successful agriculturist. He is 
,, engaged in breeding Short- horn cattle, and is prom- 
» inent, well respected and esteemed throughout. the 
' township. In 1884 he rebuilt his old dwelling, 
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have the appearance of a park. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Petersen are good and _ relia- 
ble members of society. He is extremely liberal 
in religion and observes the golden rule, showing 
kindness to his fellow-men at every possible oppor- 
In politics he is independent, but as a 
general thing votes for the most useful and best 
man for the people. He is true-hearted and gener- 
ous, a responsible citizen, and one of the most 
substantial men of Clinton County. With his 
amiable wife and handsome home, he dispenses 
and has a wide circle of 


tunity, 


generous hospitality, 
friends, 


ON. A. A. GARDNER, a farmer on section 
34, Sharon ‘Township, has 280 acres of land 
and is one of the prosperous and prominent 
citizens of Clinton County. He is the son 

of Martin and Clarissa (Ruggles) Gardner, and was 

born in Otsego County, N. Y., June 3, 1833. His 
father was a physician, and in 1843 removed the 
family to Kane County, IIL, locating in Blackberry, 
where the father bought a farm of 133 acres for 
the boys to work while he followed his profession, 

In 1855 they came to Iowa and settled Linn 

County, where the father bought a farm and resided 

in Palo until he was called away by death, This 

sad event occurred only two or three years later, 

The mother died not long after, at Blackberry, Il. 

In 1856 our subject came to this township, where 
he had bought 120 acres of Government land for 
$1 per acre. This is a part of the farm on which 
his residence now stands. He worked on his place, 
with the assistance of his wife and ome son, and has 
added to it until he now owns 280 acres; he also 
has fifteen acres of timber. His farm is in a high 
state of cultivation, upon which he has a neat and 

convenient house, groves, barns, etc. He makes a 
specialty of stock-raising, having, as a general 
thine, 75 head of the high aii of Short-horn cat- 
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: tle, 12 English draft horses, 
‘al 
* head of hogs annually, 
Mr. Gardner was married in Blackberry, Sept. 6, 

1853, to Miss Lavancha Wood, daughter of Prof, 
ss and Letitia (Pangburn) Wood, born in 
i 
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Ohio, Aug. 4, 1836, They have two children liy- 
ing—John L. and Jennie 8. William L. and Carrie 
are deceased, John L. was born May 10, 1855, 


{and married Orra Edmonds and has two children— 


Henry A. and Gertrude. 
| 


Mr. Gardner isa member of the Masonic fra- 
ternity, and also belongs to many other orders in 
his town. He was Supervisor of the township one 
year, and also Assessor and Trustee. He was a 
member of the 17th General Assembly, elected on 
the Republican ticket, although his district was 
Democratic, 


5 CGADOLPH A. EGGERT. Among the farmers 





7 @ and stock-growers who have become promi- 
nent in their field of industry, is the sub- 
©) ject of this biography, who lives on section 


1, Center Township, and who, by his unremitting 
industry and enterprise, has won for himself a high 
position in the history of Clinton County. Mr. Ke- 
gert was born in Lutzenberg, Holstein, Germany, 
Feb. 23, 1822, and is the son of Adolph P. and 
Margaret (Schroeder) Eggert. The mother de- 
parted this life in Germany in 1878, and the father 
also died in his native land two years later. Their 
children were named as follows: Adolph A., Chris- 
tina, Dora, Charlotte, Mary, Christian and August, 
our subject being the eldest son and child, 

Adolph A. Eggert participated three years in the 
war between Denmark and Germany, from 1848 to 
1851, which rounded up an experience of six years 
in the military service of his country, He was in 
the battle of Friedericia, J uly 6, 1849, and was 
captured and confined seven weeks in Copenhagen, 
Me was also in the battles of Kolding, Friedrich- 
Stadt, Sleswick, Flensburg and Idstedt. THe ex per- 
ienced many narrow escapes from death, his 
clothing often being pierced with bullets and his 
hat shot through, but he lost. no blood, After the 
close of his military career, he was appointed watch- 
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Previous to his emigration to this country the 
subject of our narrative had married and become 
the father of five children, as follows; Margaret, 
Christian, Julia, August and an infant unnamed, 
who died in Germany. Julia died in infancy, on 
the Atlantic, while they were coming to this 
country. The maiden name of his wife was Annie 
Romefeldt, and they were married Sept. 5, 1851. 
They made the voyage to this country in 1857, and 
the wife and mother died on the vessel eight days 
before landing, , 

After his arrival in this country, Mr. Eggert la- 
bored by the month at whatever he could find to 
do, and by his honest and upright course secured 
many friends. He was the second time married, in 
1859, to Mrs. Christine Niebrunk. She was & na- 
tive of Germany, born in 1822, and by her mar- 
riage with our subject became the mother of one 
child, who died in infaney, . 

Mr, Eggert employed his time industriously fora 
number of years and succeeded in accumulating 
sufficient means to buy a small farm. — His first pur- 
chase was 120 acres of land, which constitutes a part 
of his present homestead, and to which he added 
from time to time until he became-the possessor of 
360 acres. Four years ago, he divided 320 acres 
equally between his two sons, Christian and An- 
gust. He is a first-class agriculturist and one of the 
solid substantial men of his community. He is 
Democratic in politics, and, with his wife, is 
member of the Lutheran Church. 


Sale 


A] UBERT GILMORE, deceased, was a resi- 
@& dent of Charlotte and was proprietor of the 
Charlotte flouring-mills. He was a na- 
o tive of Massachusetts and was born in 1812. 
His father, William Gilmore, removed with his fam- 
ily to Stark County, Ohio, about 1820, He was 
well-known in trade and esteemed for his upright— 
dealing, THe erected a flourmill which he operated 
for many -years, and there his son learned the trade. 
Albert Gilmore removed to Illinois about 1834, 
{le settled in Hardin County and bought a water-~ 
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. power, and erected'a flour and saw mill combined, | and good-will of his pupils. In 1886, in company } : 
= which he owned and operated until 1851. In that | with Mr. O. P. Judd, he opened Clinton Business } u 
re 4 year he sold the mill and came to Clinton County, | College. cee 
; : where he selected a claim on section 27, Waterford His father, John L. Harvey, a quiet farmer, still & h 
a Township, then went on foot to Lowa City and en- | lives on the old homestead, and is always pleased i i 
~~ tered land at the Government office; after which he when his son comes each summer to spend a few 5) )\ 
aed went back to Illinois for his family, and in the weeks at the farm, which he never neglects to do. HI i 
e ‘ spring of 1852, returned with them to his land, The The Clinton Business College, of which a view Is 4 1 
‘as , family moved into the house with another family eiven in this ALsum, is one of the leading enter- ‘A 
a and lived until he could build one of his own. prises in the city and is becoming more and more Bia 


There was fine water-power upon the place, and he 
threw a dam across the stream and built a flour and 
saw mill, but unfortunately the dam soon gave way. 
He then erected another mill on the opposite side 
of the creek and put it in active operation, and thus 
continued for a number of years. His patronage 
extended for miles around, and he has prospered 
i beyond his most sanguine expectations. After a 
time the demand called for a larger mill, and he 
built the present one, which is on the south side of 
the creek. He conducted this, with the exception 
of a few years, until his death in July, 1877. 

The maiden name of our subject’s wife was 
Charlotte Demasir, and she was born in Hardin 
County, Ill. Six children were the results of this 
“ marriage, of whom five grew to man and woman- 
hood. They were by name, Jeanette, wife of Lewis 
Shall, born in Sac County, Iowa; Esther A., wife of 
Lucius Winey, who lived in Dickinson County, 
Iowa; William was born in Clay County, Iowa; 
Charles lives in Charlotte; George W. is a resident 
of Jackson County. 


. - . | 
appreciated by young men and parents who wish to 5) 
train their sons to a commercial life. 
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Clinton, is a native of New York, and was : . 
NS born in Savannah, Wayne County, that State, HE | 
March 15, 1837. He is the son of John and 4 
Amanda (Haywood) Spencer, the former of whom 
was 2 farmer by occupation and reared a family of B 
three children. His father was a native of New , 


(— cine SPENCER, hardware merchant of 





York State, and was well known among the early 
settlers of that section. 

George spent the years of his boyhood in Savan- 
nah and there grew to manhood, At the age of 
twenty-one, he was attending school at South 
Butler, N. Y., a student at Kastman’s Business 
College at Poughkeepsie, and left it in May, 1860, 
‘1 order to learn merchandising. He afterward 
took up hotel-keeping, following the two for a 


number of years throughout the States of New 
York and Pennsylvania. While staying at Petro- 
| 
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leum Center, Pa., he formed the acquaintance of 
Mr. Paddock, with whom he proposed to join in 
the hardware business in the West, and accordingly 
in September, 1866, they came west, and event- 
ually located at Clinton, Here they engaged in 
business, which is well patronized and well con- 


Pe 1 00S 510408 —— 








C. HARVEY, of the Clinton Business Col- 
==! lege, was born near Keokuk, Lee Co., 

uf Iowa, and lived on a farm from 1857 to 
7 Jo 1876, when he entered Whittier College, at Salem, 
in Towa, and remained two years. He then attended 
i D. R. Lillibridge’s Commercial School at Daven- 
i. port. After completing the course there, he re- 
1a, ~ turned to Whittier College and taught in the busi- 
hess Since then he has been 
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ducted. 

Mr. Spencer married Miss Martha, A. Willcox, 
daughter of A. J. Willcox, © native of Dutchess 
County, N. Y., April 4, 1867. Mrs. Spencer was 
born in Cayuga Co., N. Y. She died May 17, 
1879, leaving the following-named children: John 
C., born Aug. 26, 1870; Fred W., April 7, 1874; 
Ida M., Dec, 4, 1877; Mattie W., May 10, 1879. 
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-On the 27th of June, 1880, Mr. Spencer married 


Miss Cornelia Terry, daughter of Chauney and 
Mary Terry. Mrs. S. was born in Clyde, New 
York. She is a lady of fine mental ability and 
varied accomplishments, 
Chautauqua Cirele and 


She isa member of the 
an active worker in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, to which religious 
organization both Mr. and Mrs. Spencer are 
attached, Mr, S, is Secretary of the church, and 
was for some time Steward and Superintendent of 
the Sunday-school, He is a member of the Ma- 
sonic fraternity, and of the Library Association, 
He is a stockholder in the City National Bank, and 


Isa man of large enterprise and industry. 
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HANCY ROGERS isa prosperous and well- 


" 
q Township, and is there actively engaged in 
i the duties appertaining to his vocation 


: *t 
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and meeting 
He is a son of Amos and Catherine 
© (Von Sickel) Rogers, natives of Pennsylvania and 
= New York respectively. The parents removed to 
Ohio, where they continued to reside until their 
demise, 
Chancy Rogers was the only child born of his 
parents’ union, and first saw light in Delaware 
22 
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County, Ohio, Sept. 1824. His early life was 
passed on his father’s farm, and he continued to 
reside with the old folks until he was about twenty- 
one years of age. He then purchased a small tract 
of land in his native county, and continued to live 
there, engaged in its improvement and cultivation, 
until 1851. During the fall of that year, hoping to 
better his financial condition, he came to this 











He 


of ninty-three acres of good, productive farm land, 
on which he has erected good buildings, and in the 
prosecution of his calling is meeting with success, 

Mr. Rogers was first married in his native county 
Jan, 1, 1845, at which date Miss Nancy Pike be- 
came his wife. She was a native of Ohio and bore 
our subject six children—Louisa, Lucina, Cath- 
erine, Amos, Nancy and Chaney. Louisa is the wife 
of Harvey Batchellor, and they are living at Ox- 
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, to-do farmer, residing on section 19, Liberty — 

















ford Mills in this State; Lucina became the wife of 
Warren Rose, with whom she lived until her de- 
mise, in the summer of 1876, in Spring Rock 
Township; Catherine was united in marriage with 
Lorenzo Hodgon, and they are living at Oxford 
Mills; Amos married Maria Vedder, and they are 
living in Jones County, in this State; Nancy is a 
resident of California, and Chaney died in infancy, 
The good wife and mother departed this life in 
Liberty Township, Nov. 17, 1855. 

The second marriage of our subject was solemn- 

ized in Liberty Township, Sept. 25, 1858, Miss 
Anna Gourney becoming his wife. She was a na- 
tive of Germany and born May 28, 1835, She 
ume to this country with her parents when she 
was about nine years of age. Her father’s name 
was Gotfried Gourney, and Mrs, Rogers was the 
seventh in order of birth of her parents’ ten chil- 
dren. Mr. and Mrs. Rogers have had born to 
them ten children, as follows: Hannah, Lydia, 
Collie, Luey, Rosa, Clara, Dellno, Josephine and 
Howard, and one who died in infaney. Wannah 
and Lydia are deceased; Collie is the wife of 
George Cook, a resident of Cedar County; Luey 
married Nathan Ritchie, and they reside in this 
county; Rosa is engaged in teaching, and the re- 
maining children live at home. 

Mr. Rogers has held the office of School Director, 
Roadmaster and Township Trustee. [ny polities he 
votes with the Democratic party, and is one of the 
respected and honored citizens of this county, 
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LIVER MESSER, Superintendent ‘of the 

Gas Co. and of the Water. Works at Clinton, 

is a native of New Hampshire, born in: 
Bow, Merrimack County, of that State, May 19, 
1823. He is the son of William and Betsey 
(Walker). Messer, of old Scotch ancestry, and 
descendants of a long and famed lineage. Oliver 
spent his boyhood in the county of his nativity 
and gained a first-class education. He next learned 
and completed the trade of mill wright, which was the 
business of his father. They were all possessed of 
mechanical taste, which is an important factor in 
learning that trade, At the age of twenty -three, he 
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; CLINTON 
- began life for himself, leaving his father’s farm in 
. | 1846, and worked at his trade in New Hampshire. 

aD In May, 1856, he came west, and located in Clinton, 
ky Towa, accepting a position as contractor for the C, 
P. & N.W. R. R.; was also fuel and claim agent; also 
‘an settled claims for the killing of stock by the road 
> across the State of Towa. This position he held for 
ea several years. 

: In 1870, at its organization, he was active in 

founding the Clinton Gas Light and Coke Co., 
. of which he accepted the position of Superintendent, 
- , In 1874, the Clinton Water-Works Co, was organ- 


ized, and Mr. Messer was active in its formation 
and was among the original Board of Directors. 
On its organization, he was appointed the Superin- 
tendent and has held the position to the present; 
also was first Vice President, a position he held for 
seyeral years. He subsequently declined a re- 
election, his time being sufficiently occupied with 
his other business. He is Director in the Clinton 
Savings Bank and interested in the Clinton National 
Bank, He was one of the Board of Education of 
Clinton, but will accept no nomination by any 
party to political office. Politically he is a Demo- 
crat. 

Mr. Messer married, in Hillsboro Co,, N. HL, 
Harriet H. Weston, daughter of William and Har- 
riet (Hale) Weston, natives of New Hampshire, and 
sister to J. C. Weston, President of the National 
Bank, Clinton. They have by this union, one son, 
by name William W., who associates with his father 
in the business of which he is Superintendent. ‘They 
are good and reliable business-men and are worthy 
of the positions they hold, and haye won the con- 
fidence and esteem of the public by their straight- 
forward dealing.. 


9 


P. JUDD, of Clinton Business College, was 
born Noy. 13, 1860, at Camanche, Lowa. 
He married Minnie I., daughter of J, M1. Har- 
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Davenport, whose school he represented at the te 
State and county fairs during that fall. di 
employed by Mr. Lillibridge as a teacher in the 
Davenport Business College, and continuously held 
a position of prominence in the faculty of that 
school until July 1, 1886. 













Judd, associated with W. C. Harvey, organized the 
Clinton Business College, and their combined ef- 
forts have brought this school up to its present high 
standard and given it a prominent’ place among the 
educational institutions of the State. 
it a bright future, and backed by two such able 
men as Messrs. Judd and Harvey, it will do great 
good in this community. 


~ ¥ 
td i. 7 5 4 * ' ta — 
a dee Ce, a res visas 


He was 


x 


XEREEEXEXIUIEE 
‘e 


In ‘August of the year last named, 1886, Mr. 
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WSAAC A. WHITNEY. The subject of this 
biography is a resident of Clinton County, liv- 
ing on section 5, Brookfield ‘Township, and is 

a highly esteemed and respected citizen, He was 

born in Greenwich, Washington Co., N. Y., April 

12, 1816, and when sixteen years of age was ap- 

prenticed to the trade of carding and cloth-dress- 

ing. Serving four years, he took up the business 
and worked at it, with the exception of three years, 
until 1852. He then came to Iowa, and locating 
at Maquoketa, which was a very small village at 
the time, labored at the carpenter’s trade fora year. 

Then opening a hotel, he managed ita year, and & 

at the expiration of that time he took up 160 acres 

of land, on sections 5 and 6, Brookfield Township. 

The nearest markets, at the time of Mr. Whit- 
ney’s removal to Lyons, were at the river, there 
being no railroad in the State of Iowa. He assisted 
in the Sabula Railroad enterprise with other citi- 
zens. ‘This was to run west, via Maquoketa, but in 
spite of their efforts to make it a suecess if was 
never built, The residents of that section were 
thankful, however, to have it so near to them as 
De Witt. 

He married Jane Waters in 1840, their nuptials 
being celebrated September 10. She was born in 
Cattaraugus County, N. Y., July 22, 1818, and is 
the daughter of Ziba and Mary Waters. © Three 
children were born of their marriage; W. W. was 
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born July 3, 1843; he enlisted in 1862 in the 26th 














as a soldier in the war against Denmark for the fi 





1 








ft | Iowa Vol. Inf., and died in the service, at Helena, | independence of Sleswick-Holstein, after which he i . 
3 Ark., the same year, Amon A. was born March 6, emigrated to Iowa, in 1852, where he noveee farm 7 3 
nf 1847; he enlisted in 1863 and served until the close | property in Hickory Grove, Scott Coumvy ; tice | 
ne: of the war. He was well known as a brave and | which he was living, with the exception of F899 2 
ne courageous man and soldier, and was discharged | to 1854, when he was employed as a drug clerk in P 
ts with the honors of war at Atlanta, in 1865. He Davenport. He was “Justice of the Peace from 
ng now lives in Dakota, Eliza J. died in infancy. 1858 to 1871, and County Supervisor from 1867 
nt The second marriage of Mr, Whitney was with | to 1878. - 
hr Harriet L. Crowl, and occurred July 4, 1858. She In 1881 the family removed to Charlotte. The 
1 was born Sept. 30, 1820, in ATeseaniy. County, N. | father abandoned his agricultural pursuits, and, in a 
“2: Y., and is the daughter of John and Lydia Crowl. company with our subject, set up the business ‘ 
i They have one child, a daughter, Carrie G. Mr. | above mentioned. They were possessed of ample r 2 
y W. is a member of the Baptist Church at Maquo- | means to establish a fair business at the start, and ; 
“8 keta, and is one of its most able and helpful ad- | now keep on hand a fine stock of drugs, paints, — 
i herents, In politics he is a Republican. fancy toilet articles, school books, stationery, ete. d 
3 Their place is a popular resort for the best class of ts — 
H “OO; citizens in the town. They are straightforward, 2° 
Hi SS tS obliging and accommodating in their dealings, and a 
i the business bids fair to become one of large pro- , 
; OHN M. LANGHEIM, This gentleman is | portions. Pi» 
engaged in the drug business in the town of The msrriage-ot John JM, Langhein sme Mise a 
3 Charlotte, and the house forms one of the | Julia Jensen occurred July 24, 1886. Mrs. L. is <* 
als important features of the town. He was | the daughter of Claus and Josephine (‘Teutsch) < . 
| “= born in Seott County, Iowa, July 6, 1860, and is | Jensen, She came to this county from Germany > 
| Hl the son of Julius and Christina (Gohlmann) Lang- | in 1882, when a young lady, to visit her uncle in _" 
“§ heim, who are also residents of Charlotte, They | this place. ‘fl 
| ‘ are natives of Sleswick-Holstein, Germany. ‘There Father and son are highly esteemed citizens of “ 
’ were nine children born of their union, six of whom | Charlotte, and are excellent representatives of that 


are deceased. The living are Charles, a farmer in | solid and substantial German element which has 
Berlin Township; John M., the subject of this | done so much toward the settlement and civiliza- 
notice; and Mary, who resides at home with her | tion of the Hawkeye State. They brought to it 
parents, Our subject’s mother is the sister of | those qualities which they inherited from a long 
Gotlieb, Henry and August P. Gohlmann, all of | line of pure German ancestry, which has been such 
whom are old residents of this county, also a sister | an important factor in laying and maintaining the 
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of Mathies Gohlmann, of Jackson County. foundation of good government. 7 
t Julius Langheim, the father of John M. Lang- se 
4: heim, was born in Hadersleben, Sleswick-Holstein, wo KR oo 4 


Germany, Sept. 14, 1828, where his father, C. A. 
P. Langheim, was an apothecary from the year 
1801 to 1848. His grandfather, B. C. H. Lang- 
heim, was pastor of the St. Nicolay Church, in Station, was born in Austria, Jan. 5, 1848. 
Kiel, The great-grandfather, Andreas Langheim, His father, Stephen Gollobicht, was also a 
was pastor in Hohenaspe, and his father was pastor | native of Austria, who owned a small farm, and 
in Tondern, Julius Langheim was employed as | was a weaver by trade. He followed his trade 
druggist in Hamburg from 1844 to 1849 and in | until the date of his demise, in 1885. Mathias 
L851. From 1849 to 1851 he served his country | was the eldest of nine children, and assisted on the 
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ATHIAS GOLLOBICHT. The subject of | is 
this biography, who is a merchant at Riggs’ © 
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farm, attending school at intervals until he was 
sixteen years of age. He learned his father’s trade 
and followed it until 1866, when he set sail from 
Bremen for New York, landing on the 24th day of 
November. 

He went directly to Chicago, but being without 
money and. finding nothing to do there, went to 
Grand Haven, Mich., and took a situation at wood- 
chopping. He worked at this for five weeks, and 
after paying his board had only eighty-five cents 
and his axes left. He then sold the latter and part 
of his clothing and raised money to pay his way to 
Milwaukee, He was again unfortunate, failing to 
find a situation. Subsequently, however, he re- 
ceived assistance from an uncle at Lyons, who sent 
him $35. With this he paid his board and went on 
to Lyons intending to work at that place. By 
some mismanagement or mistake of the railroad 
agent, the ticket sent him to Dunleith, where he 
landed without money and had to walk from there 
to Scales Mound, where he wrote to his uncle. He 
worked at Seales Mound for ten days, then took 
the cars back to Galena and from there went on 
foot to Bellevue, Iowa, from which place he went 
to Sugar Grove, in Waterford ‘Township, and ob- 
tained work for a year on a farm with Henry Ark- 
enburg. He then started on footas a pack peddler, 
carrying notions. In about a year and a half he 
was enabled to buy a horse and wagon, after which 
he added dry goods to his original stock, but in 
“about six months his wagon caught fire and his 
a goods were destroyed. He then sold out and made 
a a trip to Kansas and Nebraska, returning in two 

17 months. He next rented a farm where he was em- 
EM ployed until 1873, when he came to Riggs’ Station 
and engaged in mercantile pursuits. He was also 
appointed Postmaster there in 1874, and has held 
|| that office ever since. 

He was married, in 1870, to Mary Maierly. She 
in) as born in Austria and came to America when 
Binite young. 
peed “hood, and was reared in this section; she died Jan. 
1) 19, 1882. She was the mother of four children 
oe _now living—Annie, Matthia, May and Johnnie. 
Sink tie died in infancy. Mr. Gollobicht was again 
thn urried, Jan, 16, 1883, the lady of his choice be- 
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rca ng May A. Penter. She was born in Bert Town- 
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She came to Clinton County in girl- 
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CLINTON COUNTY. 


ship, Clinton County, of German parentage, and 
has one child—Rosa S. Our subject and wife are 
members of the Deep Creek Church. He is Demo- 
cratic in politics, and is highly esteemed and re- 
spected as a good neighbor and a worthy citizen. 


p 5 el a = 
OHN J. LAUGHLIN. Among the first 
families and well-known citizens of Deep 


\f} Creek Township, is the subject of this 
@g biography, now residing on his well-tilled 
farm of 160 aeres on section 36, on which section 
he was born May 24, 1855. Ilis father, Patrick 
L. Laughlin, was a native of Ireland, born of pure 
Irish ancestry, about 1822. When a young man 
he came to the United States, and at once settled 
in Clinton County, where he lived until Jan, 10, 
1884, his demise occurring at that time, He owned 
more than 700 aeres of all in Deep 
Creek Township. He was a solid, reliable and 
first-class citizen; was Democratic in polities, and 
had taken some interest in political matters locally. 
His wife, who still survives him, is at present living 
in Lyons, and is about fifty-six years of age. She 
is a consistent member of the Roman Catholic 
Church, as was also her husband, 

Our subject was the second in a family of eleven 
children, seven of whom yet survive. His early 
life was spent on his father’s farm and in the public 
schools of his township. Later, however, he en- 
tered school at the business college of Davenport, 
Towa, and there completed a course in which he 
takes an honest pride. 

Nov, 25, 1878, he was married, in Deep Creek 
‘Township, at the bride’s home, to Miss Maria Far- 
rell, a daughter of Martin and Mary (Turney) 
Farrell, Her parents were natives of Ireland, and 
were reared and married in their native land. After 
the birth of three children, they came to America, 
locating for several years in Ohio, About 1852 
they came to this county, where they have since 
resided. 
influential and enterprising citizens. Mrs, Laugh- 
lin was born in November, 1858, in this township, 
and lived here until her marriage. She is the 


good land, 


ar | 


erat) See Sey 


paxeserseasarexsty = 
iil ‘Ss 


ied rxeX TH TATELELAITUILATAITTALY | [ ‘ae 


eres 


- 
«ae 


They are large property owners and are 


amma Leet ania ia, ue ‘ 


nL Fores 






RANDAL 


BO be ne eer comes bes anent 
TUVEFTereercl ss 


TRUER! ry 
— — 





CM UNVSVNMEOPURS YT IT EU TTY SUPE TV CRTEPS WY LER UCP) VUNSUNET IVETE 


Titties 


ae 
+a ' 





eee ee er er eee EEE EES SIRES CI eer eeteateteestecereterssed 





'v) 






SSO 24254699 


See eee eeresseaesresecesteee 
La 


cokes ab 





ee eeeeeeeaaceet 





a 
—_S* 


TET USOT ET ET ETS LET UDTE ET LALIIELERPUUT SPE AESER) OP EY OF EP ERED MLSE OSS OSTT OF EEE OF USTPCENVEETIETEEIETE WyvttuET eee tat iit TISI TP otaal a hakeii hei i ks a ; - — 


Ls iti« tats 


° 
¥ 
° 
° 
° 
ot 
* 
? 
. 
6 











a 





et Se 


res 
4 





"Shia hintaan 
eT ae ET Pee Wo 
wt I aH A 8 
tfryFide ts tee ee 
by ik Sey (LL we 


VLA. 


y/ 


ieee: m : A ine SEN aN : : oe iter 
: + x, rake ely Noe ren as st . iN Rae Fol a es 


EOF A.J. —_— 


Ae 


AUT 


arin oat A 


a eerie 7” “Bi Nirah 
ine Rai ure 


iy 


" ‘ 
iy 
ley i eee ee ee 


RESIDENCE OF RTZ 





VU eT 


sorernigd ARS) me 


Wh 
as a 

My, 9 Teg ont Sr ee een Le aan — ‘ alin ETS IES __—————— eh | | Meet} hi ney { TL tchs ‘“ 
ve Py mt ~ nae a ee chy m We Sots Seles g 0 " wr, oy ' fe pia, Nae 


OG . Bim DE=9) 5° 
Se iene rom PANT Sele 


bh ~~ "i . a! 
PS Pe ho 
bas Seagate mar 


1m EMI a oR Af 2 
pease eee 


th 
hss: 
~ ere ODE) 


PACKAUEPERe re SSH ieee ives 
se 


MA eral 
i 


Lee as canna A ‘ {\ . 
iia 7 Senin - i rire +44 
Hiei HTT Cz j— Lat. WRT (Coe ae ~-~ 
poh hy Ut) i : < beats RETEI 7 
a t - moon « = 
ye SFI WME <r 
S Vive = —orea 
cM Bi LS LET mm > ¥ 





- / jhe . - . — * 
SS eee ¢ 


RESIDENCE OF D.H-WH 






Te 
MD ‘ 5 4’ . , 
OD Ne le de 


ITMER.SEC, 31, BROOKFIELD TP, 








noo owes 


— saree ay en PURI TEXE PRA ore lee 
PA PPLE MESSE eee em pee ThA baa ae Melb a bho bakes re jie ii} PERI? ef bere PAP EAR eE | 
Ai en pesetee | AE hitter ese Een ae 


CLINTON COUNTY. 


er 


EEE EIEEEIEEI Mf 



































—-_—_—_—. 








mother of four children—Mary A., Katie L., Maggie Germany, April 27, 1841, and has borne her hus- 
and Josephine F. After Mr, and Mrs, Laughlin | band five children—Julius, Gustave, Minnie, Her- 
were married, they settled on the former’s farm, | man and Emma. Mr. Horstmann has. held the — 
which contained 160 acres. Mr. L. raised large | office of School Director, and in polities votes with 
numbers of stock, and prospered fairly well. He | the Democratic party. 

is a solid and stanch Democrat, and supports his 

party with strength of purpose and implicit faith. th} ee 

Himself and wife are members of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church, which they support liberally and 
cheerfully. 
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SMHOMAS B. GAMBLE, M. D. Prominent 
)) asa professional gentleman, respected as a 
eee — citizen and honored for his sterling worth 
SS eS and integrity, is the subject of this notice, residing 


ut Wheatland. He came to this county in 1858, 
7 Re eERICK HORSTMANN. Among the | fro Sabula, Jackson County, and located at Wheat- 

citizens of this county who have attained land, where he opened a, drug store in connection 
I success through individual effort, and who | with the practice of his profession 
came from beyond the ocean to establish a home in | were James and Jane Gamble 
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His parents 


, hatives of Ireland. 
a free country, without means, is the subject. of They were married in that country, and on coming 








this biographical notice, residing on section 22, | to the United States, settled in Delaware. They 
i: Liberty Township. Mr, Horstmann was born in | died in Pittsburgh, Pa. They had twelve children, 
Germany, Dee, ol, 1855. He continued to reside | two of whom are professional men, : 
i: in his native country until twenty-three years of Dr. Gamble was born in Delaware, Dec. 18, 1829, 
| : age, occupied in farming, and in the spring of 1858 | When he was four years of age, his parents removed 
| emigrated to the United States. Soon after his ar- | to Allegheny County, Pa., where they remained untiy 
i: rival at an Eastern seaport, he made his way to | he attained the age of twenty-five years. He h: ud, 
this State, and for two years was engaged in farm- | when sixteen years of age, engaged to learn the 
| | ing by the month in Scott County. He then printer’s trade, but only followed it for a short time. 
i rented land in that county and for six years farmed | }Je then came to Le Claire, Scott C ounty, this State, 
i in that manner, meeting with fair suecess. In 1866 | where he read medicine with his brother James for 
he removed to Cedar County, where he purchased | three years, and during the winter months attended 
a farm on which he located, and for ten years was | the St. Louis Medical College, from which he erad- ' 


engaged in agricultural pursuits upon the first land | vated with honors. In the spring of the same year 
he could ever call his own, In 1876 he disposed | he went to Sabula, and practiced for a short time, 
of his place in Cedar County and came to this | and then moved to Wheatland, where he has fol- 
county, where he purchased another farm located | lowed his profession ever since. He is one of the 
on section 22, Liberty Township, consisting of leading physicians of the place, and has one of the 
ninety-six acres, On this latter place he has con- | finest drug stores in Clinton County, 
tinued to reside until the present. and has increased Dr. Gamble was married in Clinton County in 
his landed interests until he is now the proprietor | Qe tober, 1867, to Amerila S. Carter, daughter of 
of 216 acres. He has erected good and substan- | Jacob B. and Frances (Lefti ingwell) Carter, natives 
tial buildings upon his farm, and is meeting with | of Connecticut. Her parents came to this county 
success in his vocation, He keeps about fifty head | in 1858, and settled j in Sharon Township, where they 
of cattle, eight head of horses and colts, and fat- | still reside. Mrs. Gamble was born in Trumbull” 
tens about thirty head of hogs annually for the County, Ohio, Sept. 23, 1844, and has borne her 
market, husband six children, four of whom are living— 
Mr. Horstmann was married at Davenport, Dee, /Frances J., James A., Mary KE. and Joseph B., all 
22, 1865, to Doreas Horstmann, She was born in | at home, Lyda R. and Harry C, are deceased. Dr. 
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Gamble has been Mayor of Wheatland for several 
' 

years and has held many of the minor offices of the 

village. In politics he votes with the Democratic 


party. 


E. FENN, an honest, industrious farmer of 
Camanche Township, is a native of Ply- 
mouth, Litchfield Co., Conn., who was born 
Feb, 21, 1835. His parents were Alfred 
and Sophronia (Langdon) Fenn, natives of New 
England, In 1857, Alfred Fenn left his native 
State for a home in\the undeveloped territory west 
of the Mississippi, and terminated his journey at 
Clinton, this county, accompanied by his wife and 
children. In the neighborhood of that city he at 
once engaged in farming, and was thus occupied 
until his death, which occurred on the old homestead 
that is now owned by our subject. His wife is yet 
living and resides with her son, ‘The father was a 
clockmaker by trade, at which he worked for thirty- 
five years. ‘They had a family of four children, 
only two of whom are now living. He was much 
respected, and possessed the happy faculty of mak- 
ing friends in all communities in which he lived, 
In politics he was a stanch Republican. 
P. E. was educated in the schools of his na- 
tive ‘State, and was by trade a machinist; prior to 
his removal to this State, he labored for a time ina 
cotton factory. At twenty years of age he worked 
for a while in the Manning Reaper Works, at Rock- 
ford, Ill, after which he went to Amboy and la- 
eae bored in the railroad shops for four months. We 
next hear of him in the neighborhood of Camanche, 
this county, where for two years he farmed and for 
one summer worked at making brick. Not meeting 
with the financial success he anticipated, he went to 
4, Chicago and entered the employ of the McCormick 
=) Reaper Works, with which he remained four years. 
i On leaving Chicago, in 1866, he returned to Ca- 
)+ manche Township, and locating on his farm entered 
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| 


ni 7 upon the general routine of a farmer's life, and has 

BY) thus been oceupied until the present time. 

fees’ Mr. Fenn was married, July 6, 1863, to Miss 

4) Dexalana Nichols, daughter of Daniel and Kmily 
(Stone) Nichols, natives of Essex County, N. Y., 
who was born Feb. 6,1843, Her parents moved to 
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was the son of Carl Stuedemann of Germany, and 
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Clinton County in 1853, and purchased a farm 
about a mile northwest of the Fenn he mestead, It 
was there that her father died, June 16, 1881; her 
Mr. Fenn and wife of 


. 


mother died about 1875. 
this notice have had born to them three children 
Helen Frances, Fred L. and Giles. Fred L. is 
learning the drug business at Clinton, and the other 
children are living at home, All the children have 
had the advantage of a good primary education. 
Fred attended the college at Fulton, Ill., and the 
daughter is at present a student in the Young La- 
dies’ Seminary, at Mount Carroll. The home farm 
of our subject comprises eighty acres, which lies on 
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Aug. 1, 1844, and is the son of John S$. and 
SJ Fredericka (Kruger) Stuedemann, John ‘. 


section 29, Camanche Township, and on which he 
settled when he first came to the county, Mrs. | ) ‘ 
Fenn has been a member of the Baptist Church for ci “f 
several years, and much enjoyment is to be found 5. ; 
within their household, Ht . 
cen a 
iE | i 
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ARL STUEDEMANN was born in Prussia, 


passers seen. 


YY 
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came to America in 1860, settling in Clinton | 
County ou his present homestead, which included BE 
320 acres. He is the father of seven children, of ' 
whom the subject of this sketch is the oldest. Up §: 
to the age of twenty he remained with his parents, 5: 
then moved into Hampshire Township, his present BE 
home, There he owns a finely improved farm of ei 
190 acres, and is esteemed as one of the prosperous 





agriculturists of this section. 

He was married, in 1871, to Elena Stoltenberg, 
who was born Sept. 24, 1848, Of their union have 
been born three children, all of whom survive, 
by name Alex, Oscar and John, The parents of 
Mrs. Stuedemann are Claus LH. and Helene (Wis- 
seng) Stoltenberg. Claus H. is the son of Henry and 
Margrenata (Wisseng) Stoltenberg, his mother be- 
ing the daughter of Jergen and Ella Wisseng. 
‘The entire family record shows German ancestors 
up to the present time. 

In religious belief Mr. Stuedemann is a member 
of the German Lutheran Church, and is a helpful 
snpporter of that body. In politics he is a Demo- 
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crat. He has held offices of trust throughout his | State of Ohio. Our subject’s wife’s parents also | r 
township and is much respected and esteemed for departed this life in the same State. i 

his vigorous and honorable discharge of official William Miller, Sr., soon after his marriage, ac- 
duty. He has held the positions of Township | companied by his life companion, who was a help- 7 V4 
Trustee and has been School Treasurer. He shows | meet in deed as well as name, came to the State OLF pies 
an earnest appreciation of educational matters and IHinois, in which part of* the country he had pre-)) 
is interested in any innovation which promises good viously located, at Quincy. In that now thriving | ~~ 

to the cause, He is a member of .the A. O. U. W., | and beautiful . city they settled down to active 
holding the office of Receiver, and was taken into life-work, and there the two elder children were 
the association as a charter member. Mr. Stuede- | born. Leonard, the older brother, is united in 
mann, besides upholding his agricultural interests | marriage to Carrie Lindsey, a Californian by birth, 
and vieing with the best farmers in this section, | to which State he made a trip in 1878, where, meet- 
has also added another branch of industry in the | ing Miss Lindsey, a friendship was formed which 
raising and breeding of Clydesdale horses and Nor- | terminated in her becoming his wife. They now 
mans. Ile is in every respect.a self-made man, and | reside in Siskiyou County, in her native State, 
feels a conscious pride at the progress he has made | where her husband is engaged in his trade as a mill- 




































and the success he has attained from so small a be- wright and in mining, LHe is one of the best of 
ginning. the class and succeeds in his undertakings for ad- . 





S=- vancement in life. 
It was about the year 1845, that our subject’s 
q WILLIAM G. MILLER. ‘The subject of this | father came first to Clinton County, Iowa. Here 
sketch is one of the well-knownand widely | he had secured some new land in Ellk River Town- 


a 


respected citizens of Clinton County, whose | ship, which, though new and unbroken, was fertile 

home lies within the borders of Elk River Town- | and prolific after being improved. This section 
ship. He came to this part of the country in 1850, | consists partly of timber and partly of prairie 
at the age of one year, accompanying his parents, | land, is rolling in character and contains in places 
who hailed from Quincy, Il., and the date of his | layers of stone. It is a fruitful region and was 
birth in that city was March 12, 1849, William | destined to be the home of its purchaser, Later he 
Miller, Sr., was a native of Brown County, Ohio, | returned to Quiney, and in 1850 brought his wife 
and came of German ancestry. He was born Oct. | and two children te their new home, They were 
17, 1810, and was reared and educated in Brown | pleased with the appearance of things, and speedily 
and Clermont Counties, [He was married to Mar- | became contented, working heartily toward the es- 
garet Metzger, who was born Jan. 1, 1820, and | tablishment of a pleasant and permanent abiding- 
reared in the same counties as her husband. Their place. Other children were born to them in this | 
nuptials were probably celebrated in Clermont | township, two in number, both of whom died quite 
County. ‘The parents of Mrs. Miller were of Ger- young, and on March 11, 1854, the mother depart- 
man extraction, and were among the earliest set- | ed this life at her home. She was then in the full 
tlers in the part of Ohio in question, bloom and pride of womanhood, being a little over 
The grandparents of William Miller, Jr.,on both | thirty-four years of age. After the death of his 
sides, followed the peaceful and profitable occupa- | wife, Mr, Miller, in company with others, engaged 
tion of farming. ‘Their efforts were mainly sue- | in the herding of cattle, and, purchasing a large 
cessful from a worldly point of view, and they were drove, set out to cross the plains with ox-teams and 
prosperous in every undertaking. ‘The father of | their cattle. Heading westward, they first stopped 
oursubject was the second child in order of birth in | fora time in Oregon Territory, in which place the 
his father’s family, the eldest being a sister. The company separated, and Mr. Miller went on to 
home circle was large, containing twelve or thirteen | Norther California. The journey required in all 
children, who lost their parents by death in the | more than six mouths’ time, and, tempted by the 
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mildness of the ‘climate and the beauty of the | of material from the stone-quarry on the farm, and 








country,” Mr. M. spent "four years in that part of | is substantial and useful as well as ornamental, 
; ; | the United States, giving his attention to stock Both our subject and wife are moral in principle ¥ 
: . : | raising and feeding. and tolerant in religious belief, but are connected © 
ae At the expiration of the time mentioned our | with no denomination as members of a church. In 5, 
4 traveler returned to Clinton County and his home | politics he isa stanch Democrat, and may be relied 5» > 
. < in Elk River Township, and continued therein un- | upon as one who supports his party ably, both in 
a til the year 1882; but recollections of the pleasant | voice and vote. 
An ; period of time spent in California won him to at- 
+ tempt the trip again, and he took up his abode in we KG AB eZ OLIDVIW I 


that State with his oldest son, where he remained 

the rest of his life, his death occurring April 11, WOUN W. DUNLAP was born Feb. 11, 18651. 
1885. He was a'pioneer, being one of the early His father, John W. Dunlap, was born in 
settlers of Quincey, and was one of the best and Rockingham County, Va., June 7, I814, and 
most substantial citizens in that section of country, his grandfather, William Dunlap, was born 
devoting every interest to the advancement of the | in the same county and was a soldier in the Revo- 
Gem City. Ife had been married the second time. | lutionary War, ‘The great-grandfather of our sub- 
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After the death of his mother and while his ject, who bore the name of Robert Dunlap, was also Hf 
father was in California, our subject lived with | from that State, i | 
relatives in the State of Ohio, and after the return William Dunlap was a farmer who owned a farm 4) 
of his father to. this county W. G lived with him | in Rockingham County, which was worked by Bl 
until 1870, in which year he likewise went to | slaves. On this homestead John W.,Sr., grew up EI 
Northern California, remaining for three years. In | and early joined the State militia, and afterward i 
1873 he returned home. He was united in mar- | rose to the rank of Colonel. He continued in Rock- i 


riage at the home of the bride’s parents, in Jo | ingham County till 1859, when he came to Clinton 
Daviess County, Ill, Feb. 12, 1879, to Miss Carrie, | County and bought a tract of land on section 5, 
daughter of William and Mary A. (Simpson) Me- | Brookfield Township, There was a small frame 
Grath. Her parents were born in Allegheny | house and a few acres of the land cultivated, and 
County, Pa., were of Scotch-Ivish descent, and | here he was a resident until his death, which oc- 
came to Tlinois about 1846, locating in Jo Daviess | curred Noy. 5, 1869. 

County. Mrs. Miller was born in Derinda ‘Town- He was united in the holy bonds of wedlock Feb. 
ship, in that county, Sept. 7, 1854, and was reared | 23, 1831, to Agnes Phillips. She was born in Au- 
on the farm, her parents being engaged in that vo- | gusta County, Va., Oct 380, 1816, and was the 
cation, They are both living in the county from | daughter of William and Elizabeth (Hogshead ) | 
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which Mrs. Miller was married. She is the fourth | Phillips (see sketch of William Phillips), They had 
child of a family of six. By their union Mr. and | seven children, William lives in Jackson County; 
Mrs. Miller are the parents of three children, bear- | Mary E, is the wife of G, Harvey Anderson and re- 
ing names as follows: William L., born Noy. 23, | sides in Brookfield Township; Eusephia married 


oH 1879; Maggie A., Dec. 12, 1881, and Francis i. and lives in Brookfield Township; James H, was : 
Pe April 20, 1884. born March 11, 1841, and attained high honors in the 
t}4P , 
Ban Mr. Miller has been extremely successful in his | army. He enlisted in 1862, in Co.D, 44th Lowa i: | 










+ special line of industry, and is now the Owner of | Vol. Inf., and served till the expiration of his term, § 5) 
| 360 acres of good land, chiefly in a high state of | He attended school at Mount Vernon and after- : 
7 (Bee ‘cultivation. It is further beautified with a neat | ward studied law at Maquoketa, He was admitted 

and handsome residence of modern architecture, | to the bar and located at Sedalia, Mo, Tle was ex- 
te a} Hy built in 1865, and with commodious and large barns | ceptionally bright and talented, and having a vivid 
and econyenient out-buildings. The house was built | career before him, but was cut off by death on the 
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20th of May, 1870. Newton lives in Brookfield 


Towuship; John W. lives in this county; Robert 
Ix, was born Dee. 12, 1854, and died Noy. 5, 1870. 

Our subject was the sixth child in order of birth 
in his father’s family. He was educated in the 
public schools and always lived on the home farm 
in company with his mother. He is engaged in the 
raising of fine stock, and is considered one of this 
county’s most flourishing, prosperous and successful 
citizens, | 
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EROY DUTTON. Among the representa- 
tive men and old settlers of Clinton County, 
is the subject of this notice, whose home is 

situated on section 1, Olive Township. The family 
of Duttons is an old one in the history of New 
England, having come there at a very early period, 
Charles Dutton, father of the present family, was a 
native of Vermont, born in 1788, His father’s family 
removed to Chenango County, N. Y., about the year 
1796, and there the father died shortly afterward. 
Charles, his son, remained there engaged in farm- 
ing until his removal West. He had received a 
land warrant as a soldier in the War of 1812. In 
the winter of 1838 the family emigrated to Pitts- 
burgh and thence down the river on a raft to Madi- 
son, Ind., in which city was the home of some of 
their relatives. They remained there for the win- 
ter, and in the early spring embarked on a steamer 
for lowa. On the 29th of April, 1839, they landed 
at Camanche. Here he made a claim of eighty 
acres Of land, the same tract now owned by our sub- 
ject. He also laid a land warrant for the forty acres 
how occupied by another son, Lorenzo D., on which 
he made his home until his death, which occurred 
in 1859. Charles Dutton was married to Naney, 
daughter of Samuel Pearsall. She was a native of 
the Empire State, and died in 1837. Their union 
was productive of six children; four are yet living. 
John died in the fall of 1840 in his twentieth year: 
William B, died in 1834 in his fourth year. The 
names Of those living are Lorenzo D., Leroy, Charles 
und Jerome; all are residents of Clinton County. 
Leroy Dutton, the subject of this personal narra- 
tive, was born in Chenango County, N. Y., April 
21, 1816; He was reared a, farmer’s boy and 
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received only a limited education, He came West, /) 
with his family, in the winter of 1838, and pur-) 
chased an eighty-acre claim of a Mr, Pearsall. The 
land was unimproved, but our subject put up a log 
house which seryed as a shelter until he could get. 
His present dwelling is 
Ile now owns 510 


his land under cultivation. 
both handsome and convenient. 
acres, and most of it highly cultivated. 

On the Ist of January, 1843, Mr, Dutton was 
united in marriage with Miss Harriett, daughter of 
Jacob Heller. She was a native of Ohio, and de- 
parted this life in March, 1845, Our subject was 
again married, in 1847, to Mrs. Flora Baldwin, nee 
Holcomb. She was the widow of Ashel Baldwin, 
by whom she has a son, Richard, She is a na- 
ie e - Connecticut and a daughter of Zopher Hol- 

Mr. Dutton was an Abolitionist until the for- 
mation of the Republican party, in 1856, when he 
joined its ranks, and voted steadily with it until the 
Greenback party came into existence, 
organization his firm support, believing it to have the 
correct principles. In chureh matters he subscribes 
to none of the formulated creeds or dogmas, but 
akes the Golden Rule for his faith and practice, 
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ERBERT M, McKENZ] K, M. D., was born 
in Yorktown, Bureau Co., IL, Feb. 15, 1851. 
His father, John McKenzie, was a native of 
New York, born in Port Henry, Essex 

County, and his grandfather, John McKenzie, was 

also a native of that county, His great-grandfather, 

Capt. James McKenzie, was a native of Scotland, 

anda Captain in the English army. On account 

of his age he had retired from the British army | 
before the close of the Revolutionary War, and 
came 10 America. He had received a land grant 
to be laid in Essex County, and located there, being 
one of the first settlers in that part of the country, 

Clearing a farm he made a home and remained there 

till called home by death, His sons were too young 

to take part in the Revolutionary War, but served 

in the War of 1812, 

In 1848, Mr. John McKenzie removed to Mlinois 
uid settled in York Township, in which he was the 


He gives this 
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He took up wild land, 





first man to locate .a home. 











































Ps. : and improved a farm on which he lived till he was 
a called away by death. He had seven sons, four of 
: * whom improved large farms in York Township. 
7*< The father of our subject was a single man when 
Tas he removed with his parents to Illinois, and there | 
ns met and married Miss Emeline Dow, daughter of 
a Whittaker Dow, also a pioneer of York ‘Township 
5 and a farmer from New York. He had previously 


taken up land, and after his marriage, he settled on 
the homestead where he remained until the date of 
his demise. His wife died in 1879. There were 
six children born of this union, of whom our sub- 
ject was the eldest. Frank, Imogene, Nettie, Edith 
and John are the remaining children. 

Our subject was reared on his father’s farm and 
received his early education in the schools of that 
day, finally attending the High School at Princeton 
for two years. His mind naturally turned in the 
direction of medicine, and he commenced to read 
with Dr. Green of Yorktown, but entered Rush 
Medical College of Chicago in 1871-72. He orad- 
uated with high honors in the spring of 1874, and 
came directly to Elwood, where he began his prac- 
tice. He has been markedly successful in his 
profession and has won the confidence and esteem 
of the public by his care and courteous kindness 
no less than by his energy and industry. In 1877. 
he opened a drug store and has been in the business 
since that time. 

He married, Sept. 21, 1875, Emma Pierce. She 
was born in Truxton, N. Y., and is the daughter of 
John L. and Manetta (IHakes) Pierce, ‘There are 
two children, Esther and Elbert. Dr. McKenzie is 
a member of Hebron Lodge, No, 36, A. F. & A. 
M., and is associated with the county and State 
American Medical Institution. 
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—G. ROBERTS. Among the prosperous and 
enterprising merchants of Clinton, and one of 
its most reliable citizens, may be found the 

subject of this biography, who is a dealer in wool, 
ny hides, tallow and grease. His business place is sit- 
uated at No, 123 Fifth avenue, and his knowledge 
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fe of his chosen branch of industry, together with his | 
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courtesy to bis patrons and his uprightness and 
honest dealing, has won him a wide circle of trade. 
He is a native of Vermont, and was born Sept. (f 
1833. His parents were Calvin G. and Maria E, 
(Dyer) Roberts, natives of Rutland, Vt., the former 
of whom was by occupation a cloth-dresser, The 
erindfather of our subject was by name Daniel 
Roberts. and he was born at Wallingford, Conn., 
while his great-grandfather, Ephraim Roberts, 
lived in the same town and was a soldier of the 
Revolutionary War. He was a brave and gallant 
old soldier who fought grandly in defense of his 
country and for her freedom, dying on the battle- 
field. ‘The Roberts family were of Welsh ancestry 
on the mother’s side, and their progenitors were 
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Dwinell of France, and Llewellyn of W ales. ‘The | 5 
mother’s grandfather was a Major and (Quarter- a} 7 

: , , Bt : 
master under Gen, Stark, and collector of supplies Ey 7 


for his force in the battle of Bemington, being 
present during the struggle. Her father, Daniel 
Dyer, was a leading farmer and stock-grower of 
Rutland County, Vt., and the family as a whole 
take great pride on both sides in their ancient an- 
cestry, and the patriotism of their forefathers. E 
The father of our subject continued his occupa- 
tion as a cloth-dresser until 1838 and was success- 
ful and prosperous. At that time he engaged in 
farming and was one of the most extensive land- 
owners in Bennington County. Continuing in that 
industry till 1852, he sold out and came to Will 
County, JL, and again engaged in agricultural 
pursuits. He there remained until 1867, and now 
lives a retired life at Thawville, Iroquois Co., Il. 
after a life of activity, energy and perseverance, 
| He enjoys the shadow of “his own vine and fig 
tree,” and sees the sun of life sink slowly for him 
as his years decline toward the great Ilereafter. The 
| wife of his youth died Sept. 6, 1874, at Port By- 
| ron, Ill. 
‘The subject of this personal sketch remained at 
home until he attained the age of eighteen years, 


sass 


Soerose 


a - =F Sor 




















working on the farm and attending school. His in- ty 
terest in the home affairs was strong and his school i 
years were filled with unvarying and persevering a 
work. Aware of the value of time and an educa- i 
tion, he applied himself to the tasks in hand to i 
such good purpose that he afterward removed to i 
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the city of Chicago, and took a course in the Com- 
Armed thus with the education 
which no American youth in this day of free 
schools can afford to lose by idleness, he launched 
his small bark on the wide sea of commerce, He 
was offered, and accepted a position with J. HW. 
Dunham, in a wholesale erocery house, which he 
retained one year. He next accepted a situation 
in the Tribune office as Collector and Mail Clerk, 
He filled these satisfactorily for two years, and then 
took part for a few months in business of the same 
kind, after which he went to the State of Missouri 
‘ind purchased land. He also entered the profes- 
sion of teaching and remained one year in the State, 
then sold out his interest and went to Will County, 
Ill. There he followed farming until 1860, when, 
fired by the spirit that warmed and glowed in the 
hearts of brave men, he enlisted under the banner 
Of his country to fight for her and die if need be, 
He entered Battery L, 2d Regiment Mlinois Light 
Artillery, and was in the service three years. He 
was Second Sergeant and Acting Quartermaster for 
the battery. He took part in two battles at Cor- 
inth, was in the siege of Vicksburg forty-five days, 
and throughout his entire connection with the 
army was a brave soldier and a courageous man. 
At the close of the war he engaged in the cotton 
trade, the first year shipping from Northern Ala- 
York and Saint 
He then returned to Chicago and traveled 
for James Wadsworth eight years, buying wool 
and hides, and in 1883 removed to Clinton, where 
he engaged in his present business. He employs 
four men and one man for the road. 

He was united in marriage, in 1856, with Miss 
Kunice Spencer, a native of New York and the 
daughter of Chaney and Millie (Dwight) Spencer, 
both from Vermont. ‘There were by this m: wriage 
one daughter and one son, now deceased, and the 
wife and mother died in 1860 at Du Page, Ill. 
Mr, Roberts was a second time married, Mrs, Mary 
A. Ross, a native of Iowa, being the other contract- 
ing party. To this union there have been born 
eight children, five of whom are still living, They 
we named as follows: Charles G.; Susan S., now 
Mrs. Mitchell, a resident of Troquois County, TL; 
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Sidney O., a resident of Iroquois County, IL, ait 
farmer and raiser of stock and grain; Daniel, a 


resident of Hastings, Neb., who, like his brother, 
follows the vocation of a painter and is considered 
first-class at the business. 
Mr. Roberts is a Republican in polities. He is 
strong and logical in his opinions, and an e: wnest 
supporter of the doctrines of his party. He belongs 
to the G. A. R. and takes a hearty pride in having 
once figured in the ranks of his country’s defend- 
ers. is residence is situated on Fourth avenue 
between Third and Fourth streets, and his business 
place is at Chaney in the stockyards, Tle is one of 
the prominent men of Clinton, and ably forwards 


all enterprises for good which originate within her 
borders. 
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ONATHAN HAYES, of Olive ‘Township, 
was a pioneer of this county of 1844, and 
has been identified with its growth and devel- 

© opment until the present time. He was born 
int Granville, Washington Co., N. Y¥., Sept. 27, 
1801. His father, Jonathan Ilayes, was a native 
of Connecticut and a soldier in the Revolutionary 
War. His wife’s maiden name was Phebe Rhodes, 
and she bore him six children, of whom the subject 
of this notice was the youngest. 

In 1811 the parents moved to Plattsburgh, and 
Jonathan lived with them in that city two or three 
years, when he went to Lake (reorge and engaged 
in lumbering, and was thus occupied for several 
years. He then returned to Plattsburgh, and after 
remaining there awhile went to Sackett’s Harbor, 
where he worked by the day and month for two or 
three years, and then went back to Lake George 
and from there went to Crawford County, Pa. In 
the latter county he purchased timber land and 
built pioneer house; he cleared about twenty 
acres Of his land and lived there till 1884. | 

During the year last named Mr. Hayes sold all 
his real and personal interests in Pennsylvania and 
“ume to this State, making the journey overland 
with a team of horses and two wagons, arriving in 
Jackson County after twenty-six days’ travel. He 
lived in that county six years, and then went to 
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Poweshiek County and bought and entered land, 
and was there a resident for six years. He then 
sold and, in 1859, came to this county and pur- 
chased the place he now owns and occupies, and 
where he has since been engaged in agricultural 
pursuits. 

Our subject was married in 1826, and his good 
wife died in Jackson County, leaving to his care 
five children. He formed a second matrimonial 
alliance with Margaret Johnson, daughter of John 
Johnson, and they have had six children—George, 
Jonathan, Cynthia, Anna, Ida and John. Our sub- 
ject isa member of the Baptist Church, and his wife 
belongs to the Lutheran. 
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7 SA ch ane 
“ ANS L. HANSEN was born in Sleswick, 
a Holstein, July 19, 1852. His father, Law- 
\. rence Hansen, also a native of Sleswick, 
— was born Feb. 19, 1820. He was reared 
d to manhood as a farmer. Tle was married in the 
- fatherland to Ann Margaret Caspersen. In 1866 
2, he left his native land and sailed for New York, and 
7 H from thence came to Lyons and stopped for two 
ot months; went into the country about twenty-nine 
rr, ° miles, where he stayed two years farming. He 
- ° next reuted land in Elk River Township for three 
rs years and afterward came to Waterford Township, 
= where he bought land on section 16, partially 
s improved, 

hx, He has been in this section of the county contin- 


rd 


uously since, and his entire farm is now cultivated. 
His wife died in June, 1883, leaving four children, 
as follows: Augusta, wife of Peter Weim, who lives 
in Hamilton County ; ‘Thomas C., born in Sac 
County; our subject, and Martin L., also in Sae 
County. 

Our subject was fourteen years of age when he 
Keame to this country with his parents, He had 
pad i attended school in the old country, and after coming 
here worked on the farm with his father. He mar- 
| ried May C. H. Luckstedt, the daughter of John 
—<—“and Sophia Luckstedt (see sketch), There have 
been five children born of this union, as follows: 
iH \Lorenz, Johanna L., August M. and Josie. Agnes 


ie 
died in infancy. Our subject has, Or time to 
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time, added to his original 120 acres which consti- 
tuted the old homestead, including 246, on which 
is extensively Ile 
Democrat in politics, but takes considerable interest 


raised grain and stock. is a 





in public affairs and is a citizen both respected and 


liked. 


) KV, PETER O’ DOWD, pastor of the Church 
of the Immaculate Conception and the 
\\ Church of the Assumption, The former is 
\)) located on section 30, Waterford Township. 
The present building is a commodious frame, which 
has served the people for some time, but it is to be 
replaced by an elegant stone structure, the grounds 
of which have been donated to the church and in- 
clude forty acres. ‘The parsonage is a frame house, 
built in modern style and handsomely located. 
There is a bell-tower in the chureh-yard, which is 
used to remind the members that they must not 
forget Mass or the Angelos. There is also an ex- 
tensive hall, named St. Joseph’s, for the general use 
of the congregation. ‘The Assumption Church is 
located at Charlotte, and is an imposing brick 
edifice. It was built by Father O’ Dowd. 

The labors of the reverend gentleman have been 
remarkably blest and he has a large congregation 
who ably assist him in the furthering of the Church 
interests. His lot is cast among well-esteemed and 
respected citizens, who by energy and perseverance 
have accomplished a good work in the world, 






OHO 1 
ESSE HEDGES, a paxident of Camanche, was 
born in Coles County, Ill, Sept. 20, 1841. 
Ilis father, Isane Iledges, was a native of 
Virginia, and removed from that State to 
Ohio and thence to Illinois. He died in Coles 
County in 1846, His wife was Maria Neeley, of 
Virginia, Our subject was six years of. age when 
his father died. He then went to Ohio, where he 
lived with relatives. When he was fourteen years of 
age he came to Lowa with Jesse Tallman, a relative, 
and was thus a pioneer of the county and has been 
identified with its growth from the first. He en- 
listed in the Union army during the Civil War, on 
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; the 15th of August, 1862, and was in Co, C, 26th 
Is 

: Iowa Vol. Inf., and served until the close of the 








war. In the battles of Arkansas Post, Haynes’ 
| Bluff, and the siege and capture of Vicksburg, 
| Jackson, Miss., and at Chattanooga and Lookout 
‘3 Mountain, he stood bravely by his comrades in 
5 those terrible struggles for liberty and justice, He 
| is one of the men who sealed the heights at Look- 
out Mountain in that noted battle above the clouds, 
E He was also at Ringgold, Ga., and after that went 
‘ to Alabama and remained near Huntsville. In 
| February he was at Chattanooga, and went with 
-Sherman to Atlanta, participating in all the battles 
about and during the siege of Atlanta, and was with 
Sherman in his wonderful march to the sea, He 
was through the Carolinas and went to Washington, 
where he took part in the grand review. 

After his discharge he came to Camanche, and 
| received the congratulations of his friends for his 

bravery and courage as a soldier, He had a tract 
4 of land in Camanche Township, and settled there 
| on his return and lived there for five years, and 
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has been a resident of Camanche and vicinity ever 
since, 

Mr. Hedges was married, in 1868, to Elizabeth 
Wolfe, who was born in Pennsylyania. She was a 
: daughter of Andrew and Lydia Wolfe. Two chil- 
: dren have been born of this union—Clara and An- 
; drew. Mr. Hedges is a well-known and respected 
5 citizen, and belongs to Cady Post, G. A. R. 
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YRENUS PELHAM has been a resident. of 
the Hawkeye State for over thirty years, 
He has noted its progress with interest, and 
| has aided its advancement, in common with all 
| good citizens who identify themselves with the in- 

terests of their State and community. His com- 
| fortable homestead is located on section 19, Eden 
| Township, and he is here surrounded by the well- 

earned comforts of life. His possessions are mainly 
the result of his own industry and an intelligent 
application of the powers which nature in the be- 
ginning generously bestowed u pon him, 

Cyrenus Pelham is a native of the Empire State, 
being born in Greene County, N. Y., May 17, 
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with his family, was a resident of Delaware County, 
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1806, His parents were Henry and Margaret bi 
(Gray) Pelham, both natives of New York State. 4 ete 
The father died in 1813, when his son, our subject, it 
Was a little lad of seven years. The mother sub- ) ey: 
sequently married again, her second hushand being & fiaea : 
Nehemiah Evert, by whom she became the mother | 
of three children—one son and two daughters. She 
lived to a venerable age, being eighty years old at — 
the time of her death, which occurred in 1862. 
Mr. Pelham received his early education in the dis- 
trict schools of his native State, and after he grew 
fo the years of manhood he learned the trade of a 
millwright, in which husiness he was employed for 
thirty years. He was skillful in his calling and be- 
came one of the largest contractors in Central New 
York and Pennsylvania in his line of business. He 
superintended the erection of some of the most im- 
portant mills in that section of country. 
Cyrenus Pelham and Miss Bunice Malinda Strat- 
ton were united in marriage Dee. 31,1829. Mrs. 
Pelham was a daughter of Walter St ‘atton, who, 


= cf 


terete rrtiageds 


N. Y. Of the union of Mr. and Mrs, Pelham were 
born eight children, the record of whom is as fol- 
lows: Marietta became the wife of Edward Sales, 
and died in the year 1855; Esther married Orlando 
Metcalf, and they reside in Oakland, Cal.; Marga- 
ret is the wife of George Ames, of Union County, 
Ore.; Henry resides near the old homestead; Wal- 
ter lives in Kansas; Blecta is the wife of Horace 
Bean, and they reside at Westside, Iowa; Adeline 
is the wife of Alverdo Draper, and is living in 
Union County, Ore.; Cyrenus, Jr., is married, and 
cultivates a part of the homestead. 

After their marriage Mr. Pelham and his wife re- 
sided for several years in Binghampton, N. Y., and 
in his business as a contractor he met with great 
success. He finally became possessed of a desire 
to go beyond the Mississi ppi, and 
his family, emigrated to Lowa, He first located in 
lowa City, and afterward removed to Lyons. He 
superintended the erection of the first sawmill and 
the first flourmill in the place. This latter, in the 
early days, was known as the Buell Mill. They 
remained in Lyons about a year and a half, and 
thence removed to Clinton, Here, also, Mr. Pelham 
was engaged in building mills. He remained about 
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? a year, and in 1857 purchased the land which now | esteem of the community of which he has so long § 

_ forms part of the homestead, and to which he sub- | been a worthy and valued member. The portraits | 
. sequently added until he was the possessor of 600 | of the old settlers are viewed with great interest, 5) 
wa acres. He then practically abandoned his former | and the publishers of this ALbum are eratified im : | 

7 occupation and turned his attention to the pursuit | being able to place that of Mr, Pelham upon the : | 

e : of agriculture and stock-raising. In these ventures honored list. F 

7 he was successful from the start, and accumulated gusieeiene 

’ a comfortable competency. | i 

The wife and mother, an active member of the Rr. WIGHT D. COMSTOCK, of the firm of D, Hin 

a5 Baptist Church, to which she was greatly attached, D. Comstock & Son, general merchants of © > 

_— departed this life Sept. 20, 1875, aged sixty-five ( Lost Nations is the son of Jacob and i 

Be. years, five months and five days. After the death Azubah (Durkee) Comstock, born in Cat- 

_- of his wife Mr. Pelham divided his land among his | taraugus County, N. Y., April 30, 1828. He re- 

- | three sons, reserving to himself 150 acres of the old | ceived only an ordinary education, and studied ex- © 

homestead, where he now lives. The C. & N. W. tensively by himself as he was of a literary turn of | 

‘ex R. R. runs across the northern part of his farm. mind. Ie taught in Ohio, Pennsylvania and Illi- 

=} The second marriage of Mr. Pelham, with Mrs. | nois in the winters, and worked at the carpenter's § 4) 

7 Mary (Yerby) Shields, occurred Jan, 24, 1879, | trade during the summer months. In 1858 he #n 

- m4 |) This lady is a native of England, and is several | came to this county and bought eighty acres of § 

are They are both | Government land on section 20. — This was in §}h 


years younger than her husband. 
members in good standing of the Baptist Church. 
Politically Mr. Pelham was in early life a Dem- 


—s 


ree" ocrat, but on the organization of the Republican land he had but seventy-five cents left. Hewas on ; 
a. party his views met with a change, and he was con- this farm when the war broke out, and, going to oi 
. i, strained to identify himself with the latter organi- | Maquoketa, he enlisted in August, 1862, in the A 
; zation, whose principles he honestly and conscien- 24th Iowa Volunteer Infantry, as a private, under 


tiously supports. He was a stanch Union man 
during the war, and one son and a son-in-law were 
soldiers, serving in the cause of the Union, and 
were under command of Gen, Sherman in the 
memorable march from Atlanta to the sea, 

Mr. Pelham is one of the few hoary-headed vet- 
erans who still linger among us as reminders of the 
early days. As will be observed, he lived in the 
old pack-horse and stage-coach period, and, through 
good health and a vigorous constitution, his life 
has been prolonged, and he has been enabled to 

witness the wonderful revolutions of science and 
Sree mechanical skill wrought out by the ingenuity of 
| man during the last fifty years. The old stage- 


=) coach and log cabin have gone forever, and in their 
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al Mr. Pelham may truly be classed as a pioneer, 
H and he is viewed with veneration and respect by 
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=) the rising generation. He has been an honest man: 








Sharon Township, and in 1855 he located upon it 
and resided there eleven years. Paying for his 


Capt. J. W. Martin. He served a few months and 
was discharged on account of disability, On re- 
turning home he was drafted into the 1ith Lowa 
Volunteer Infantry in October, 1864, and marched 
with Sherman to the sea. THe was discharged in 
June, 1865, but soon found that he was not able to 
follow farming as an occupation, so bought a gro- 
cery at Smithtown, which he conducted about six 
years, and then came to Lost Nation, and opened 
a general store in company with J. N. Wood, 
They continued as partners until the spring of 
1881, when he bought the stock of Mr. Wood and 
conducted the store alone until 1884, He then ad- 
mitted his son Charles aga partner, Mr, Comstock 
has added to his business to a large extent, has en- 


[lis son, James C,, clerks for 
Mr. 


drugs and crockery. 
them, and they have two other assistants. 
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ff places we have the magnificent railway carriage of larged his building to 120x22 feet, and has a stock % 4) 
a «| i the present and the comfortable and palatial homes, | of from $1,400 to $1,500, ‘This includes dry goods, 
\" 
| Bees notions, groceries, boots, shoes, hats and caps, 
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County, Iowa, which he rents mostly as ‘pasture 
land. Ie has also a comfortable residence and is 
well situated in life. 

Me was married in Erie County, Pa., Jan. 8, 
1852, to Eliza A. Yost, a daughter of James’ and 
Eliza Yost, born in Erie County, Pa, They are the 
parents of two sons, both in the store. One, 
Charles W., married Ida M, Willard, Oct. 30, 1884, 
and they have one daughter—Elsie A, Mr. Com- 
stock is a strong Republican in polities, was Super- 
visor for one year to fill a vaeaney, and belongs to 
the Masonic fraternity. He is Superintendent of 
the Union Sabbath-school of Lost River, and has 
been during the past two years. Tle is 2 man of 
large usefulness and has done great good in a re- 
ligious way, working for the church with disinter- 
ested endeavor, He is a true citizen and an hon- 
orable man, and his township feels that to possess 
many like him would be of great good to the com 
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RS. ELIZA ROOT nee ABBOTT. This 
lady is a native of Massachusetts, being 
born in Chester, Hampden County, in that 
State, Aug. 8, 1822. She is the daughter 

of Joseph and Pollie (Buchnam) Abbott, natives of 

Hampden and Berkshire Counties, Mass. On the 

father’s side the ancestors were English in lineage 

and the mother also descended from the same stock, 

Her father was an extehsive farmer and wool- 

grower and continued his labors in that direction 

until called home by death. Mrs. Root’s grand- 
father was by profession a physician and served as 
surgeon in the War of 1812. Mr. Abbott's family 
consisted of eight children, four of whom still sur- 
vive—Dollie W., now Mrs, Churchill, resident in 

Warren, Mass.; Charles B., Abigail K., and Kliza, 

now Mrs. Root. 

Our subject was married Feb, 22,1844, to Aure- 
lius C, Root, a native of Massachusetts, coming 
from the town of Otis, Berkshire County. He was 
the son of Joseph A. and Aphia (Clark) Root, na- 
tives of Massachusetts, who gave to him in his 
early years a practical education, allowing him as 
Ininy common adyantages as the times permitted, 
When young he labored on the farm, and on attain- 
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position as Cashier in a bank. 
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he began business in 1838. They were successful 


. . 7 i Pah 
ma degree and opened a general store In 1841, at fy 


Chester, Mass. By prompt and strict attention to 


business they succeeded in conducting properly | 


both business houses, and employed salesmen to 
travel and sell for them until 1860. 

In 1852 Aurelius came to the State of Llinois 
and stopped at Belvidere, where he accepted a 
Remaining there 
for one year he came to Lyons in 1853, and en- 
gaged in banking and real estate. Ever on the alert 
for a transaction and prompt and active in busi- 
ness, he was looked up to and respected by all who 
knew him, as one of the most reliable citizens and 
able men of the community, He erected for his own 
business an elegant brick block in which his bank 
stood, and he was deeply interested in all matters 
relative to the good of the city. Tle was also help- 
ful in educational matters and forwarded the build- 
ing of the schoolhouse, assuming’ largely all the 
financial responsibilities. In truth, but for his in- 
defatigable efforts, this handsome building in which 
the “ young idea” has knowledge dispensed to him, 
would not have been erected. He was a bright 
politician with clear and logical ideas and an earnest- 
ness Of purpose that won him a hearing. He was 
an able actor in the struggle known as the Rebell- 
ion, In persuading through the eloquence of “a 
tongue of silver,” the people of that vicinity to 
join the Boys in Blue, and go forth in defense of 
the country, whose suffering ery for help was heard 
on every side and echoed in the hearts of every 
true man and soldier. The Objection arose that 
the want of equipments would keep many from re- 
sponding to the Government who would otherwise 
go, but Mr. Root obviated the difficulty by the 
immediate organization of a fund for that purpose. 
This was responded to by prompt contributions, 
worthy the givers both in size and sentiment. Tle 
was sent from Chester, Mass., to Boston as its rep- 


resentative in the Democratic convention, and re-.— 


ceived many honors. But about 1860 he joined 
the Republican party on account of its concurrence 
with his political beliefs, He died in 1881, and 
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, jj left in the hearts of those who knew him, a monu- day perhaps the most skilled job compositor in the | 
by hit ment, and to his memory will ever be rendered the | county. The job office proved a success and he 
Yaa - : . . . . *y*,* . , t 
- | incense of remembrance. enlarged it, increasing its facilities as his busimess §&- 
. : Ae . . : . — . Hi: i] 
,° fun Mr. and Mrs. Root were the parents of six chil- | grew. In the spring of 1851 he embarked in a §! 
° ii dren, five still surviving as follows: Joseph C., | new enterprise, in which he has also proven him- : u 
aS MA Abbott A., Belle E., now Mrs. Stiles, of Topeka, | self quite successful. During that time he started § : 
<a Kan.; she has two sons, by name Earl and Orson. | a semi-weekly newspaper at Clinton which he | 
; The remaining two of the Root family are Charles | christened the Bugle. Under this form the paper ¢ 
: : +) 
: " L. and Herbert D. was published about a year, when it was enlarged = 
S.A Mrs. Root still resides on ‘Third street in Lyons, | and made a weekly. It continued to greet its i 
=. her son Abbott still remaining with her. She lost | many patrons throughout the county each week a 
Bae.’ by death one daughter, Harriet’ L., who departed | until Dec. 1, 1585, when a daily was started, known 2H 


224 
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as the Daily Bugle. Tle now contemplates issuing 
the daily both morning and eyening. 

As mentioned in the history of the paper given 
‘n this volume the Bugle, representing the senti- 
ments of its editor, is independent in politics, as 


this life in 1875. ‘She is a bright and active work- 
ing member in the Congregational Church of her 
home city. With a word of good cheer and the 
smile of a heart tender toward suffering and wrong, 
E iV she is well fitted to do the womanly work to which 
a's she is so devoted, and to accomplish the grand re- 
‘<1 a sults that grow from the pure and undefiled relig- 
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indeed he is quite independent in all his views re- 








. : lating to the general good of the public in all the “ | 
bat, | ion of the lowly Nazarene. Mr, Root was a mem- various walks of life. : 
- ber of the Odd Fellows’ fraternity. ’ | Bh 
oy The children of Mrs. Root who have gone out PAD 02D EEE, DE DT OVI oH 
> " from the pleasant home circle to found homes and . ik 
, ¥, a hearthstones for themselves, are as follows: Joseph AMUEL P. REED, a farmer and resident iy 
me C., who was united in marriage with Louise Insley, , of section 23, Waterford Township, is a 3} 


of Lyons, and their home has been blest by the 
advent of two sons—Harrie and Alanson ; Abbott 
A. relinquished the state of single blessedness in 
favor of Kittie Stephens, of Springfield, IIL, and 
Charles L. married Flora Wiborg, of Lyons. Mrs. 
~ Root is interested in land purchases in the States of 
Nebraska, Minnesota and Western Lowa, and dis- 
plays strong business ability and a keenness and 





A man of unusual ability as an agriculturist, 

and has sueceeded beyond his brightest 
hopes in cultivating and im proving his homestead. 
He also bears a good war record, He was born in 
Washington County, Pa., Sept. 15, 1840, and is the 
son of Paul and Nancy (Free) Reed. He was fif- 
teen years of age when he came to Illinois with his 
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parents and nineteen when he came to lowa, In 





sip) 
foresight that are complimentary in the extreme to | the fall of 1861 our subject enlisted in Co. A, 15th a 
her good judgment and common sense. She also | Towa Vol. Inf. He was brave and dauntless and in 
‘owns property in Lyons. never shirked a battle, He fought in the battle of en 
Shiloh, at Corinth, and at the siege and capture of nl 


Vicksburg. He joined Sherman at Rome, Ga., and 
was in the battles of Resaca, Kingston, Kenesaw 
Mountain and the siege of Atlanta. He was 
wounded and taken prisoner before Atlanta, being 
kept by the Rebels four months, and spent part of 
the time in Andersonville, but finally, he with 


HENRY DEAN, editor of the Bugle, pub- 
lished at Clinton, has proven himself one of 
the most successful newspaper men of the 
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> o a was born in the year 1842, He made his advent eleven others, tunneled their way out and escaped, i} 
co “into Clinton County in November, 1880, and |. ‘They traveled thirty-one nights, hiding by day. ‘it 
ay started a small job printing-office. He had, how- | He was finally captured by the Rebel scouts when feu 

ui ever, become quite proficient in the art, and is to- , within a mile and a half of the Union lines. IIe eh 
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was paroled from Charleston jail, and granted a 
thirty-days’ furlough. During this time he visited 
home, He joined the regiment at Washington, 
and was in the grand review. He then went with 
his regiment to Louisville, after which he was dis- 
charged and returned home. In 1866 he bought 
/j the farm he now owns, in company with his brother, 

| and has since lived upon it. He was united in 
, 1871, to Georgie Cochran, who 


= marriage, July 38 
-| 
© was born in Ohio. and is the daughter of Adam 
| 


ere 


|; and Elizabeth (Riley) Cochran. 

Mr, Reed is a good man and a true soldier. Tle 
has shown that in weal or woe he stands by his 
country to the last, and upholds her in her hour of 
need, In politics he is Republican, and in strength 
of purpose and nobility of soul, he has no peer in 
this section of country. 


OT OREN IL 


OWN H. COSTELLO, 
ford ‘Township, was born in County 'Tippe- 
rary, Ireland, in the year 1812. His father 

; was a native of the same county, in which 
he grew to manhood, and married Ann ©’ Mera, 
About the year 1820 he left his native land for 
America, accompanied by his wife and four chil- 
dren, and located in Delaware. The British Goy- 
ernment gave him 100 acres of heavy timber land, 
on which he built a log house. Subsequently he 
cleared a few acres of the land, and lived there 
about six years. Ile then moved to Lepede 'Town- 
ship, about fifteen miles from the present site of 
Ottawa, Canada, and became one of the pioneers of 
that section. He improved a farm of fifty acres 
and lived there until 1854, when he sold out and 
came to Clinton County, and bought a lot on sec- 
tions 382 and 29, Waterford Township. He im- 
proved most of the land and continued on it until 
his death, in 1865, His wife died in 1864. They 
were the parents of nine children, four of whom 
now survive, as follows: John H., our subject; 
Kllen, wife of Martin Henry, who lives in Bloom- 
field Township; Matthew, who also lives in Bloom- 
field; Mary, widow of George Hoolaban, living’ in 
Lepede Township, Canada. 

Our subject was the first child in order of birth 


ot <F= SPS FSS SFB 
secs ey sreries Tro srerestetes ee (ESIEPELERE 


SEPT SCE EEEFEETEDES FEOESOSEE SESS SECEE EEE 


a pioneer of Water- 


——s— 


Seetreseeretevere tee ecrveeseree = 


“* : 
a 


sents 


cg 
CTE SEE TESESIIESI Iyer rrrseexyrrritrisy 













= 


oe St eeue tees 


pica ; 


CLINTON COUNTY. 6 
eee 





Pree PRRAEER ; 7 iss 4 


Seesse yixxry ARAL SEY oonls 


=a 
5 a eS 
eR 







—— we 





AIA te Ped ped pad pel gt pe pd tt re 
LAT SA Boseeccoseae |e 







































—{t apse rh 


Le were Al 
Set st 


! a 
™ - 


gt 
19 


£ 


oti 
in the family, and was eight years of age when his ae 
parents came to America. As soon as he could be 
of assistance he was called upon to aid his father in “jee 
preparing the farm, and they together succeeded 
in getting out the entire amount of timber. When 
& young man he made four trips down the Saint | 
Lawrence River to Quebee with rafts of lumber. 
He made his home with his father and worked with 
him until his marriage in 1836, and then started 
out for himself. He bought 100 acres of timber 
land and paid for it in yearly installments. Build- 
ing 2 log house, he commenced housekeeping, then 
worked on his own land and also worked in a saw- 
mill near by. In the winter seasons he would go 
to the lumber regions with his team and work all 
winter. In 1850 he sold out and, taking all his 
property, amounting to $400, came to Clinton 


County; three of his brothers-in-law came with 
j if V4 IW ired ‘ge x J ab ae 4 a“ 
him, They hired teams in Chicago to take them 


to Savannah, and leaving their families at that 
point, came to Clinton County. Mr. C. selected a 
claim on section 82, which he entered as school 
land, Te stopped two days, then returned for his 
family, who lost no time in coming West, but 
started immediately. They staid for a few weeks 
with their friends. The brothers-in-law of Mr. 
Costello had each one pair of oxen, and they put 
their three teams together and did their first break- 
ing of land. Erecting a temporary shelter, the 
family lived in it a few weeks, and then Mr. C. put 
up a good log house, 

When Mr, Costello first began farming he had 
one pair of oxen and two cows. As soonas he was 
able he returned to Canada and purchased a pair 
of horses. His son bought and raised other COWS, 
and from time to time he added to his land until 
he owned at one time over 500 acres. He has 
erected a good set of frame buildings on his place 
and now lives retired. His sons carry on the farm. 

His marriage took place in 1836 with Margaret 
Burnett, who was born in County Tipperary, Ire- 
land. Nine children were born to them; Matthew 
served in Co, D, 26th Iowa Vol. Inf., and took a 
prominent part in many of the great struggles of 
the war, being finally killed at the battle of Arkan- 
sas Post. Ann married Patrick Murphey, who is 
now deceased; Thomas lives in Charlotte; Ellen is 
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i. now deceased ; Mary, the wife of Samuel O’Grady, 
- lives at Delmar; John and William live in Water- 


ford Township; Michael lives at home, and Mar- 
garet is the wife of William MeGinigen, and lives 
at Delmar. 

Mr. C. is a member of the Deep Creek Church, 
and in polities isa Democrat. [He is a man whose 
life history no county would desire to lose, his 
sturdy activity and untiring labors entitling him to 
a high place in the annals of any section of country, 
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E. DIXON, Ticket Agent of the C. GN. W 

R. R. Co., located at Clinton, is a native of 

that city, where he was born July 1, 1864, 
He is the son of James EK. and Margaret KE. (Mc- 
Lean) Dixon, the former a native of Maine and the 
latter of Massachusetts. The elder Dixon was by 
occupation a Civil Engineer, which profession he 
followed from his boyhood. He came and settled 
in this part of the country in 1860, Charles grew 
up in this vicinity, receiving a first-class education 
through the medium of the public schools, passing 
through the high-school course and subsequently 
graduating in the class of 1883. Since his gradua- 
tion he has held the position which he now holds, 
and in a manner highly creditable to himself and 
pleasing to the people. He is a young man of more 
than ordinary promise, and bids fair to rise to eimi- 
nence in whatever position he may be assigned, 


JOHN W. BARNES, an industrious farmer 
and respected citizen of this county, residing 
on section 36, Berlin Township, is a son of 
t Nathan and Mary (Maharry) Barnes, natives 
Go... cof Pennsylvania. His father was of German and 
si) his mother of Irish descent. They came to this 
i county about 1859, and settled on the above sec- 
f res tion, where the mother died. ‘The father afterward 
ie) returned to the Keystone State and there lived un- 
, Becerra til his demise. Of this union seven children were 
. ‘it born, six sons and one daughter. 

John W. Barnes was born in Pennsylvania, April 
oo 1834. When about two years of age his par- 
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ents Rinkores to Ohio, where he made his home un- 
til coming to this State. His early life was passed 
on the farm and in attending the common school, 
and his vocation in life has been that of a farmer. 
In the fall of 1858 our subject came to this county 
and settled in Berlin Township, where he has since 


resided, He owns sixty acres of good tillable 
land where he lives, and is pleasantly surrounded 
Our subject was married in Warren County, IIL, 
to Isabella Mahaffey, a native of Ohio, and the 
and U.G. The latter name indicates that our sub- 
ject is a Republican, which in fact, he is. Mr. 
township, and he and his good wife are members of 
the Presbyterian Church. 
OUIS E. FAY, of the firm of Fay Bros., pub- 
lishers of the Clinton County Advertiser, is 
this county. He is the son of Horace A. Fay, a 
well-known and highly esteemed pioneer of this 
ber, 1861. His boyhood days were passed at school, 
and during the summer vacations the greater part 
Witt, where he evidently received excellent train- 
ing. When sixteen years of age he was engaged as a 
C. Hopkins, receiving for his services the munifi- 
cent salary of $3 per week, He was destined, how- 
tion. . He was a faithful worker, ambitious to 
please, and, as a consequence of his devotion to his 
position of foreman of the office, then to local ed- 
itor, and later to that of manager. He had ac- 
partments of the business of publishing a newspa- 
per, and by the year 1883, he was ready to assume 
year purchased the office. He brought to bear in 
his new position a goodly amount of business abil- 


with a happy family. 

names of their three children are James F., John KE, 
Barnes has held many of the minor offices of his 

PAHS Dr 

~ 3 

le one of the prominent young journalists of 
county. Louis E. was born at De Witt, in Septem- 
of the time was spent on his father’s farm near De 
“devil” in the Advertiser oflice, then owned by J. 
ever, to see better times and occupy a higher posi- 
employers’ interest, he was steadily advanced to the 
quired, although young, great experience in all de- 
the entire control of the paper, and during that 
ity and personal popularity, and the result has been 
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that the Advertiser, under his management, has 
largely increased in public favor, and consequently 
the list of its patrons has been greatly lengthened. 

In January of the current year (1886), Louis E, 
sold a half interest in the paper to a brother, C. A 
Fay, who is two years his senior, and the firm is 
now known as that of Fay Bros. They are both 
hard-working young men and deserve the recogni- 
tion, as indeed they have, of the best element of 
the community in whose interests they are devot- 
edly laboring. They issue a valuable paper, in fact, 
one that ranks among the foremost papers of the 
State. Louis E. being a practical printer, as well 
as being schooled in all the departments of the bus- 
iness, is enabled to present tothe numerous patrons 
of the Advertiser, a sheet, in all its typographical 
appointments, as well as its literary character, of a 
high order. A sketch of the paper appears else- 
where in the ALBuM,. 
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SJATHER PATRICK McNAMARA, 
charge of the Parish of ‘Toronto, Big Rock 
and Oxford Junction, was born in Ireland 

about 1855. He entered the ministry and soon after 

came to the United States, which was in 1880. He 
first had charge of the Parish at Sigourney, Keokuk 

Co., lowa, where he staid until October, 1880, then 

moved to Toronto, where he has since been located. 

His congregation is composed of about forty-five 

families, and they have a flourishing church with a 

membership of about 270. Father McNamara oc- 

cupies the pulpit every second Sunday. ‘The pres- 
ent church building was erected in 1883. ‘The old 
one having become dilapidated and being too small 
to accommodate the membership, it was torn down 
and the present fine edifice took its place, which has 
a seating capacity of 360, 
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ENRY GUNTHER, M. D., physician and 
druggist at Wheatland, was born in Free- 
port, LL, Sept. 26,1856. Ie lived with the 
old folk until 1877, when he came to 
Wheatland and engaged in the drug business, where 
he has since continued. Our subject’s education 
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was received in the public schools in Freeport, and td 
in 1871 he began the study of pharmacy, and also a AY 
read medicine under the instruction of Dr. J. J. i 
Rehback, with whom he remained until 1877. He \ Bh 
then came to Wheatland and opened a small drug EM F 
store, and afterward, as his business increased, > ha 
sought larger quarters and removed to the place he ini 
now occupies, which is one of the finest stores of ® 7 
the kind in Clinton County. Hi d 

Dr. Gunther was married, Nov. 27, 1879, in 
Wheatland, to Elizabeth, daughter of George and. 
Anna Homrighusen. She was born in Baltimore, 
Md., and came with her parents to Wheatland in 
1869, ‘They have one child, Ella C., born in 
Wheatland, July 8, 1881. 
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ACOB W. BITNER, a contractor and build- 

er, located at Clinton, was born Oet. 14, 

1852, in Westmoreland County, Pa. He is 

the son of Alexander and Martha Bitner, 

natives of Pennsylvania; Alexander Bitner was at 

the time of his birth engaged in farming in that 

part of the country. Both his parents and those of 

his wife came from G ermany. They settled in 

Pennsylvania and lived there up to the date of the 

death of Alexander Bitner, which occurred in 1833. 

The mother, who still survives him, lives in Penn- 

sylvania, is possessed of good faculties, and in pos- 
session of fine health. 

Mr, Bitner of this notice was the only son of the 
family, and lived at home until he reached the age 
of eighteen years, receiving in the meantime a prac- 
tical education. He then commenced life as a 
farmer, and after leaving home went to Fairfield, 
Pa., and learned the carpenter’s trade, at which he 
served four years. He continued one year after- 
In 1854 he left 
his native State and came to Chicago and remained 
in that city a short time. He next removed to 
Beloit, Wis., and there worked a short time at his 
trade. His next remove was to F ulton, Ill, where 
he remained three years. He afterward went to 
Minnesota in the year 1858, and stopped at Belle 
Plaine, in Seott Co., Minn., where he remained 
eighteen months. Subsequently he came to Clin- 


ward working as a journeyman, 
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ton: where he now lives. He has purchased a house 
and lot on Sixth avenue, 
years, been engaged in building cars in the Clinton 
Car Works. He has also been pattern-maker for 
the Union Works. 

Mr. Bitner was united in marriage in 1861, the 
lady of his choice being Miss Mary Harding, They 
have a family of five children as follows: Etta, 
Charles, Bert, Fred and Alida, Mr, Bitner is in 
politics a Republican, and he notes with pride the 
path of progress up the steep heights of success, 
the place which he has won by individual effort. 
He stands in every respect a self-made man and an 
honor to any community. 








































and has, for a number of 


FW OSEPH CULLEN ROOT, Commercial Bro- 
ker at Lyons, was born at Chester, Mass., 
Dec. 3, 1844, and is the son of Aurelius C, 
Root. The name Root, according to the 

family traditions, was of French origin. 

edly the family left France at the time of the ex- 
pulsion of the Huguenots, and went to England. 

The “ Patronimic Britannica” says the name proba- 

bly had its origin from Routes or Routtes, a com- 

mune in the arrondissement of Y vetot, in Normandy 

(Lower Seine.) From all the facts that can be 

eathered, it would appear that there are not many 

of the name left in England. In 1630, or there- 
abouts, the migrations to America began, and at the 
present time the Root family may truly be said to 
be an Americanized family, with all connections 
with the “fatherland” severed finally and forever. 

The family characteristics have been described in an 

Eastern publication as follows: “ If the name borne 

by the family is in itself proper evidence of Norman 

ancestry, yet the Saxon blood has undoubtedly 
mk been largely interfused, and all the solid British 
a traits have been finally developed under the cultur- 

4 ing hand of a kind providence, and the favorable 

peter conditions of progressive life in the new world. ‘The 

combined testimony of oral and written history 

_, make this a substantial family. From their first in- 

Gi) troduction into this country the early settlers of 

ui the name, though not from the ranks of the nobil- 

mae but plain farmers and weavers of cloth, took a 
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prominent part in all social movements agitated by 
the people in the political affairs of the communities 
where they dwelt.. The progenitors of the three 
lines traced out in this volume, occupied a good 
social position among the Puritan settlers as worthy 
citizens, substantial farmers, or skilled manufactur- 
ers of domestic goods. They were men of intelli- 
gence and solid principle, and if not highly en- 
dowed with educational facilities, at least made use 
of their abilities for the common good. ‘They were 
of a sanguine temperament, quick-tempered, and 
according to the saying, quick over it, They were 
ever ready to respond to any demand for their 
services to protect the injured or relieve the dis- 
tressed, ‘They were social and fash jovial in their 
intercourse, hospitable in the entertainment of 
friends and uniformly received them with much 
A large share of the family have 
attained to circumstances of temporal prosperity, 
and have taught the valuable lesson to the genera- 
tion coming after them, that the path to honor, re- 
spectability and usefulness, though it lies through 
difficulty and obstacles, may be successfully trod, 

“The records of history abundantly prove that 
many of the Root family were early identified with 
the best interests of the colony, and others at a 
later period, with those of the various common- 
wealths of the Union, and that throughout every 
generation the branches of the Root ancestral-tree 
have flourished in renewed vigor, yielding as per- 
ennial fruit unfailing devotion to the welfare of 
the Nation, the cause of humanity and the advance- 
ment of morality.” 

The earliest records extant show that John Root 
was married to Mary Russell, at Badby, North- 
amptonshire, England, in 1600, His son, also 
named John, after the death of his father, lived 


warmth of feeling. 


with his uncle, who was a man of wealth, advanced 


in years, a stern Puritan and one of the nobility. 
His uncle insisted that he should enter Cromwell’s 
army to fight against Charles I, but John Root had 
an aversion to war, and joining a company of Puri- 
tans, came to this country and settled at Farming- 
ton, Conn. In 1640 he married Mary, daughter of 
Thomas and Frances Kilbourne, She was born in 
1619, at Wood Ditton, England, and came to Amer- 


ica On the ship Increase, in 1685, Their son ‘Thomas ; 
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his aon, Elisha, was born Feb. 28, 17038; his son, 
Joseph, was born Dec. 5, 1745; his son, Joseph As, 
was born May 2, 1784; and his son, Aurelius Clark 
Root, father of our subjeet, was born Novy. 19, 
1515. Joseph A., the grandfather of our subject, 
died May 4, 1844, aged sixty years; and our sub- 
ject’s father died, aged sixty-three years; the fam- 
On 
side of the house the parentage was also of English 
stock, Her maiden name was Eliza Abbott, and 
her father, Joseph Abbott, was born, lived, and 
died at the age of eighty-four years, on the broad 
acres redeemed from a wilderness by his grand- 
father and father, in the mountains of Hampden 
County, Mass. ‘They were a sturdy, Puritan fam- 
ily, of distinguished virtues and stern conceptions 


ily being noted for longevity. his mother’s 


of duty, and number many eminent and_ brilliant 
John S. C, Abbott, the great historian, was 
The 
grandmother (wife of Joseph Abbott) was Pollie 
Buchnam, of English and North of Iveland extrac- 
tion, and upon his father’s side (wife of Joseph <A. 
Root) his grandmother was Aphia Clark, of French 
and English descent, and her father was a member 
of Gen. Washington’s staff and distinguished for his 
magnificent physique. The grandparents, upon 
both sides of the Root family, were officers in the 
Revolutionary War, 

From the foregoing it will be seen that the sub- 
ject of this notice has no reason to feel ashamed of 
his parentage or their history. Joseph was named 
after his uncle, Joseph Cullen Abbott, a young phy- 
sician, who died in 1844, while on the very threshold 
of a promising career. During the boyhood days of 
our subject he attended the village school of Chester, 
Mass. His father was the leading merchant of the 
place, and our subject was a great favorite in the 
village. When Louis Kossuth, the great Hungarian 
patriot, passed through upon his grand tour of the 
country in a magnificent special railway coach, our 
subject, then only a child, was presented to him and 
recited a patriotic effusion which was complimented 
by Kossuth, who bestowed a gift upon him long 
ifterward treasured as a keepsake. In 1855 our 
subject’s parents moved to Lyons and that has 
since been his home, Lyons was then in a turmoil 


minds, 
a relative of the grandfather of this sketch. 
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of excitement; the music of the hammer and trowel! fa: 

and the incoming of large gangs of men employed on!) Sa ' 
the two railroads being graded, made it a very busy |) 4 
town. ‘The public-school building was an indiffer- |) it 
ent structure, with its plain seats, well whittled by ite I 
mischievous school-boys, and it was in this school]! Ws 

that our subject pursued his studies until sixteen|! 
years of age. Ilis father had obtained a stock of 
books, jewelry, etc., at this time, and young Root 
engaged in the business, and conducted the same 
in a creditable manner for something over a year, 
During the year 1860, Mr. Root visited Chieago 
and was present in the Wigwam constructed for the 
holding of the Republican convention, and was 
there when Abraham Lincoln was nominated for the 
President, and, although lacking five years of being 
a voter, was a red-hot advocate of his election, In 
ae winter of L861 he became a student of Cornell 
College, at Mount V ernon, Iowa, and not content 
to be idle he devoted his leisure time, without com- 
pensation, to work in a printing-office, and in a_ 
short time became an expert compositor and aided 
in putting in the type for the first 
of Abraham Lineoln, 
















































































annual message 
He afterward attended the 
Western Union Military College at Fulton, Ul., and 
graduated from the Eastman Business College at 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y. It has always been his boast 
that he earned the money to pay his way to these 
three schools, and all that he ever ealled upon his 
father to advanee. for school purposes did not ex- 
ceed S50. | 

In 18638, Joseph Root. was employed as salesman 
in the store of Balch & Co., at Lyons, and traveled 
through the States selling boots and shoes at whole- 
sale. In April, 1865, he returned from college at 
Poughkeepsie and represented the interests of 
Thomas Thomas, Jr., and H. G. Hill, in the two ex- 
tensive flourmills and grain elevators there, 

Sept. 23, 1868, our subject was married to 
Louise M., daughter of Willi 


| am Inslee, a dry goods 
merchant at Lyons, 


In 1860 Joseph Root organ- 
ized the Washingtonian Club, afterward known as 
the Young America Club and later as the Young 
Men’s Social, Literary and Debating Club, which 
severally, were the attractive resorts for ambitious 
young men of that day. In 1863 he had a bill 
printed addressed to the public, and calling on the 
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citizens to meet for. the purpose of organizing a Li- 
brary Association. “Only four or five assembled, 
but personal solicitation afterward got together 
quite a number and the Lyons’ Young Men’s Asso- 
ciation was formed. He devoted seve ‘al years of 
hard work in its behalf and was the recognized 
‘power that made it a success. To-day several 
thousand volumes grace its shelves and its perma- 
nency is assured, 

In 1870 Mr. Root accepted an appointment as 
Senior Deputy United States Collector of the Sec- 
ond District of Iowa, having supervision over seven 
= counties. ‘This preferment came unsought and un- 
asked for. While in this office he handled over a 
million and a half of money for the Government, 
and performed his duties with great credit to him- 
self and the entire satisfation of his superiors. ‘To 
him is due the credit of detecting extensive frauds 
perpetrated by distillers, after keen detective offi- 
cers had failed to discover the secret. After five 
years of service he resigned and engaged in his 
present business at Lyons. During these years he 
was a constant contributor to the press and an ar- 
dent worker in political campaigns for the success 
of the Republican party. During the war he de- 
voted a goodly portion of his time in writing and 
encouraging his soldier friends in the field; being 
underage and of ‘only ordinary healthf ulness he was 
deterred from entering the army. He began agi- 
tating a project to occupy the abandoned railroad 
grade to Maquoketa and beyond, in the columns of 
the Lyons’ Advocate, which brought out a bitter 
and exciting controversy, in which he was not sus- 
pected as being the author of the article. One cor- 
respondent sagely stating ‘that they originated in 
a long head.” ‘The result of the agitation was the 
organization of a company and the construction of 
the Iowa Midland Railway. 
siey In 1878 Mr. Root was appointed by the Gov- 
({ ernor as an expert in the investigation of alleged 
. crookedness in the management of the Fort Mad- 
=“ ison Penitentiary, and was commended highly for 
his patience and skill in deciphering characters 
sss and secret memoranda upon books examined by 

. h him. It was at Fort Madison that his attention 

was called to the new and valuable invention of the 
Returning to his home, he, after sey- 
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eral refusals from persons solicited to join him in 
the enterprise, induced J. K, P. Balch to engage in 
business, and they established at Clinton one of the 
first telephone exchanges in the United States. It 
was at first regarded by the public as a toy and the 
projectors were ridiculed in every direction. A 
petition to the City Council asking for the right-of- 
way through the streets and public grounds was re- 
garded as a huge joke and was treated as intensely 
funny without any action. With the zeal which has 
characterized all his career, aided by his efficient 
and untiring co-partner, the lines were rapidly ex- 
tended connecting over seventy towns directly and 
more than thati number indiretly in one system, 
Over 500 stations were established within the ter- 
ritory controlled by this firm, and the scoffers 
became ardent admirers and showered praises upon 
them. ‘Three companies in the southern part of 
lowa were also organized by this firm. In 1882 he 
disposed of his telephone interest and resumed his 
former business. 

While actively engaged in business enterprises 
Mr. Root bas also had his full share of political pre- 
ferment. Ile was twice elected Mayor of Lyons, 
against a determined effort on the part of a few to 
draw strict party lines, the city being always Demo- 
cratic, yet he was elected, In 1886 he was the only 
person said to be opposed by a combination organ- 
ized in the city, who was elected to a city office, he 
being elected as Alderman from the Second Ward. 
He also made a creditable run as 4 candidate for 
Representative to the Legislature in 1884. Mr, Root 
was one of twenty-one persons who organized the 
insurance order known as the Iowa Legion of Honor, 
and was for two years its Grand Treasurer, He also 
devised the financial system and laws of the V. A. 5. 
fraternity, and was for four years its principal offi- 
cer and manager. In 1882 he wrote the ritual and 
laws, devised the workings and plans of the Mod- 
ern Woodmen of America, and, aided hy eflicient 
helpers, proceeded to organize its first camp at Ly- 
ons, As its principal officer he has directed its 
movements and «planned, its propagation over the 
several States that if has ramified so successfully, 


He takes a commendable pride in the fact that he 


is the father and founder of this benevolent and 
fraternal society. His interest in these several be- 
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nevolent societies with which he has been con- 
nected, has been characterized by hard work and 
studious attention to their interests. His articles 
in the Woodmen’s Echo and V. A, S. Reporter, 


which he has published regularly, have been 
thoughtful, yet sprightly and entertaining. Mr. 


Root has also been prominently identified with the 
I. O. O. F. in its various branches and degrees. 
Fle has been a representative to the Grand Lodge, 
and was nominated as a candidate for Grand Mas- 
ter of the State of Iowa. He is also a 52d degree 
(Scottish Rite) Free Mason, and a member of the 
Knights of Pythias and various other minor organ- 
izations in which he is more or less active. 

The religious views of our subject have always 
been pure humanitarianism, Le is a member of the 
Congregational Church. Ie has always been a lib- 
eral contributor to church work of every denomin- 
ation. He was for several years Superintendent of 
a Sunday-school and introduced several radical 
progressive features. ‘The school more than doubled 
in size and in interest, and useful instruction graph- 
ically illustrated, marked the programme during his 
presence there. In temperance matters he has been 
pronounced and outspoken, He believes that tem- 
perance and moderation in all things should be 
taught at home, in the schools and in the church. 
In 1879 he was admitted to the bar in Clinton 
County, but has never engaged actively in the 
practice of law. He was a devoted student with the 
late young and brilliant attorney J. C. S. Tate, and 
finished his studies with A. T. Wheeler, who has no 
peer as an eloquent orator in the State. Mr. Root 
has made a marked success as a public speaker, Ie 
was the first to introduce the observance of the Na- 
tional Memorial Day in his city, and his historical 
reminiscences prepared and delivered by him and 
published in the city papers are every day becoming 
more and more valuable, His orations at Cordova 
and Moline in 1885, were pronounced as gems wor- 
thy of permanent preservation, and upon the occa- 
sion of the observance of funeral obsequies of Gen, 
Grant at Lyons, his eloquent lip® spoke words of 
sterling power that will not soon be forgotten. He 
swayed that vast audience like ripened grain in the 
summer's breeze, tears came unbidden to every eye, 

and as he pictured the N ation’s loss and spoke of 
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the imperishable achievements of the dead hero and | 
his brave men, and the glorious results of a Nation yaa 
at peace with all the world, the people were stirred 
to grand exultation. As a political speaker he is id 
logical and convincing, courteous to his opposition, gee 
hut unrelenting in his loyalty to what he deems to 4 
be the right side of the questions at issue. 

Mr. Root has two sons, Joseph Harry and Alanson 
Inslee, and at this writing occupies a pleasant home 
in Lyons. He is in every way a self-made man, At 
the age of sixteen he read the biographies of Ben- 
junin Franklin and Horace Greeley, and being of 
an hereditary, san guine and ambitious temperament, 
he had a keen desire to emulate their ex xample by 
making for himself a satisfactory future. In all the 
various business enterprises in which he has been 
engaged he relied upon his own judgment and would 
accept no advice from others. In Mr. Root we have 
the true type of a live Aimerican. Intensely pat- 
riotic, gifted with powers of eloquence to give it 
expression, ready with his pen to communicate his 
thoughts, practical in his business matters, expert 
in elucidating intricate problems and adjusting difli- 
culties, possessing a benevolent and kindly nature, 
his nume is deserving of a prominent place among 
the galaxy of brilliant «and successful self-made men 
of his day and generation, 





oy 


al 
=a) 


mag — 0 = '9 15 <> i rs | —> 1 10 --~_ 


— 


BSALOM DENNIS, residing at De Witt, is 
a pioneer of 1837, and is numbered with 
those men who have rejoiced in the growth 
and progress of this county. Mr. Dennis 
was born in Sussex County, N. J., March 24, 1800, 
and is the son of Joseph and Christina (Dunn) Den- 
nis. His parents were natives of New Jersey, who |i. 
removed to New York in 1815, and settled in Erie ~ 
County. Our subject at the age of fifteen was 
bound out toa farmer in Niagara County, N. Y.,- 
to remain until he attained his majority, with the 
promise of $100 and his board and clothing, which 
was all he had at twenty-one. Mr. Dennis re- 
mained in the service of the man with whom he. 
had grown up until twenty-six years of age, when 
he found « life companion, He rented land for a 
time and later moved to Lockport. There he 
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worked in a stone quarry until 1837, and then re- 
moved with his wife and two daughters to the 
West. He started with a team, but at Pittsburgh 
sold it and came by water to the present site of 
Clinton. They landed the 9th of October, and he 
built a small shanty of poles and covered it with 
sod and into it the family moved, Ile found em- 
ployment in chopping wood and helping the emi- 
grants build their eabins. He farmed from 1888 
until 1842 on shares, after which ‘lL 
claim of 160 acres, and when it came into market 
hired the money with which to purchase it, and 
there lived until 866, and then removed to the 
city of De Witt. 

Ile was married, as previously stated, in 1826, to 
Mary A. Merritt, a native of New Yor k, She was 
born March 10, 1810, and died Nov. 24, 1854. 
There were two children born to them as follows: 
Christiana, the wife of J. D. Bourne, a resident of 
De Witt, and June E., Mrs. J. W. Dearborn, who 
lives at De Witt. 

Mr. Dennis is independent in political sentiment 
and votes for the man whom he believes will fill the 
office acceptably to the people. He is undaunted 
in his opinions, and is recognized asa man of worth 
and merit and a good citizen, 
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‘ — AVID CRAWFORD, a prominent and well- 
. ~ known farmer of Brookfield Township, 
M mM formerly followed the business of a tanner 
* | (eal and currier, learning his trade in Washing- 
) I - ton County, Md., where he worked for three years 
i oo fl l and then began farming. He also ran an engine in 
‘ UF I asawmill for a couple of months, in 1853, in Portage 
s  *|lEre4) County, Ohio. He now resides on section 31, 


Brookfield Township, and owns 120 acres of fine 
land, a handsome residence, and a conveniently ar- 
ranged barn. He came to this county in 1855 and 
has followed agricultural pursuits since. 

Our subject married Miss Sallie A, Rose in April, 
1854, in Portage County. She was born in Chau- 
tauqua County, N. Y., Nov. 23, 18338. Her parents 
moved to Summit County, Ohio, and later to 
Portage County, and are still living. She is a sis- 
ter in a family of ten children, all of whom lived 
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| 
to attain the age of man and wom: anhood., They 
were as follows: Sallie, Esther A., Joseph H., 
Clarissa, James N., Mary J., Martha E., Amanda | 
A., Byron B. and Hiram. : 
Mr. 
adopted two children, who receive 
of a home and are trained in the higher and better 
class of usefulness. ‘Their names are Albert M. 
Warren. who was born May 30, 1862, and Hattie J. 
Crawford, born Noy. 14, 1872. 
In addition to his agricultural industry, Mr. 
Crawford adds the breeding of fine horses, of which 
and of high grade Short-horn 





Crawford has no family of his own, but has 
all the benefits 
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he has eleven head, 
eattle. Both himself and wife are members of the 
Dunkard Church, 
believes more largely in principles than party. 


In polities he is independent and 
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Za) W. PARIS & SON, dealers in agr icultural 
implements and hardware in Lost Nation, | 
and also entensively engaged in buying and 
shipping stock, are well known throughout the § 
county and township for their success in their 
chosen field of industry, not only for their integrity Hf 
and uprightness in business, but for their courtesy 5 
and kindness to patrons as well. | 
Mr. G. W. Paris is the son of John and Marga- 
ret (Kell) Paris, and was born in Warren County, : 
Ohio, Sept. 13, 1842. He was reared on a farm : 
and resided there until he attained the age of 
seventeen. At that time the family came to this A: 
county, and located close to the present village of 
Elwood in 1859. His father purchased eighty acres 
in Sharon Township. It was raw, uncultivated 
prairie, and they moved upon it and made many 
improvements, Good buildings were erected 
upon it, eighty more acres were purchased, and he 
also had 240 acres in Sac County, Iowa, all finely 
improved. In the spring of 1531 he retired to 
Delmar Junction, where he now resides. Ilis wife 
died in Warren County, Ohio, when our subject 
was but ee years of age. He then married § 
Susan B. Payne,*ind they are residing in Delmar. 
G. CG. Paris resided on the homestead until the 
He then engaged in farm work by 





spring of 1862. 


the month until July 23 of the same year, when he 
Inf,, as private © 


enlisted in Co. B, 26th Il. Vol. 
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under Capt. Eekels, and served until September of 


that year, when he was discharged on account of 


disability, and came to Jackson County, Iowa, 
where he remained for one year, and thence went 
to Whiteside County, near Fulton, and rented 
farm, remaining there until 1867, when he went to 
the vicinity of Elwood and bought forty acres, 
He put it into grass and rented sixteen acres ad- 
joining, and engaged in raising, buying and selling 
stock. He sold out in the fall of 1878, and moved 
to the village of Lost Nation, where he engaged 
with A. H. Gish, the firm name being G. W. Paris 
& Co, In addition to their original business they 
engaged in buying, selling and shipping grain and 
stock, In the spring of 1884 he sold out his inter- 
est in the grain business, but still extensively buys 
March 28, 1884, 
'., they started their pres- 
Their location is 


and sells cattle and hogs. in com- 
pany with his son, W. 
ent business, that of hardware. 
on the corner of Main street and Long avenue, and 
they carry : valued at $3,500, They have 
an implement warehouse on Main street, and handle 
sand Dubuque Norwegian plows; they 


He owns his residence and 


. stock 


John Deere’s 
keep one assistant, 
considerable valuable property in the village and is 
& prosperous man of first-class. business ability and 
prominence, and is well-esteemed and respected 
for his success in life. 

Mr. Paris was married in De Witt, this county, 
in 1862, the other 
party. She is the daughter of David and Catherine 
Gish, born in Wayne County, Ohio, Aug. 1, 1843. 
Two children have been born of their union as fol- 
lows: Walter C., born Noy, 19, 1868, and Anna, 
born Dee. 5, 1871. The wife’s parents both reside 
with them, having reached the advanced ages of 
seventy and seventy-four respectively. 


Kliza Gish being contracting 
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Zo) KORGE J. DUNMORE, Prominent among 
: the successful business-men and reliable ecit- 
izens of Clinton is found the above-named 
gentleman, Tis profession is that of a contractor 
and builder, and his home is situated on Park 
avenue in that city. Mr. Dunmore is a native of 
New York, was born in 1842, and is the son of 
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John and Eliza (McDougall) Dunmore, natives of |") 
England and Schoharie County, N. Y., respectively, | i 
They were by occupation farmers, and came to 
Illinois, settling in Sterling, in 1851. He followed 
farming until the year 1861, when that feeling of 
patriotism that formed the strongest impulse in the | | 
heart of every true and courageous man during | bt 
that eventful year, was experienced by him, and | 
under its influence he enlisted under the banner of 
his country and went forth in her defense.. He 
spent two years in the service, being a member of 
Co. A, 34th Tl. Vol. Inf, During his time his 
health gave out and he was discharged. After his 
return from the war he came to Clinton in 1879, 
and purchased property in the southern part of the 
city, where he still resides, His’ family circle in- 
cluded six children, by name ¢ reorge J., Benjamin 
K., John [., Thomas $., Will S.and Eunice P. 
George J. remained at home all through his 
youth and reached the age of twenty-four years 
under his father’s roof, engaging with him in agri- 
cultural pursuits, In 1862 he enlisted in Co, A, 
S4th Ill. Vol. Inf., and was in the service two years 
and eight months. He was in the battle of Chicka- 
was with Sherman in his renowned 
march to the sea. At the close of the war he re- 
turned and became apprenticed to and 
learned the trade of a stone-mason, which he fol- 
lowed in the State of Illinois until in 1880, when 


. 


mauga, and 


home 


he came to Iowa. = Since then he has been a con- 
tractor and builder, employing from twelve to 


twenty men, as his business demands, 

Mr. Dunmore was united in the bonds of holy 
matrimony, in 1867, to Miss Florence Higley, a na- 
tive of Janesyille, Wis., and a daughter of Joel 
and Harriet Higley, Ter people were natives of 
New York and came to Wisconsin in 1840, in 
which State they may be reckoned as early settlers. 
Her father engaged at his trade, and moved to 
Knox County, IL, in 1861, and died the same year. 
Their family comprises three children—Ilomer, 
Florence (Mas. Dunmore) and Miland. 

Mr. Dunmore is buying and selling real estate in 
the city of Clinton, and is considered one of her 
most enterprising business-men. In polities he isa 
Republican and belongs to the Grand Army. He 
is one of the representative citizens of this county, 























































see rte tet toes toes #88. 
— eA atbestibaastiae eS 


628 CLINTON 





and is well known'and highly respected by all who 
know him for his'manly worth and upright and 
honorable character, 


‘ contractor and 
builder, residing at Clinton, is a native e 
Pennsylvania, where he was born July 1 

1833. He is the son of James and Susan ae 

Black, both of Pennsylvania. They were parents 

of seven children, six of whom survive. ‘They are 

as follows: Jonathan J., Conrad, Abraham, Henry, 

Absalom and our subject, 

William Black remained at home until 1852, at 
which time he removed to Kentucky, where he fol- 
lowed his present business, which he had previously 
learned at Pittsburgh, Pa. He spent one year in 
Louisville. In 1853 he went to Davenport and 
there pursued the same calling in Pleasant Valley 
Township, nine miles north of the city, until 1864, 
when he moved to Clinton, purchasing property on 
the corner of Second street and Second avenue, 
There he lived for one year, then sold out and built 
on the corner of Fifth street and Sixth avenue, At 
the latter place he tarried for the space of seven 
years, when he sold and rebuilt, this time at No. 
615 Tenth avenue, where he still lives. He is con- 
sidered one of the city’s most go-ahead, wide-awake 
and enterprising citizens. He is doing a good bus- 
iness and has in his employ from five to ten men. 
He has done steamboat work at intervals during his 
life. 

Mr. Black forsook single blessedness and entered 
the state of matrimony in 1858, Miss M. J. Henley 
being the lady to join him in these holy relations. 
— Their nuptials were celebrated at her home. Her 
parents, Stephen I. and Rebeces (Work) Henley, 
=) were natives of North Carolina and Pennsylvania 
respectively. Mrs. B. was born in Iowa, to which 
State her parents came in 1834, After coming West 
they first settled on Rock River, in Illinois, but re- 
mained there only a short time, when they removed 
to Pleasant Valley ‘Township, Scott Co., Iowa, and 
there lived until the death of the husband and 
father, which occurred Sept. 17, 1852; the mother, 
who survived him eleven years, died eb, 10, 1863, 
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Mr. 
breeding and shipping, 
land, and was one of the most important capitalists 


Henley was engaged largely in stock raising, 
possessed about 400 acres of 


and prominent men in this entire section of coun- © | 
His father, Jesse Henley, was born in En- + 
gland and came to America about 1775, settling in | 


try. 


North Carolina, and engaging in milling and also in 
the handling, buying and selling of real estate, at 
which he accumulated a fair competency. 

Our subject was married, as stated, and has 
passed happy years in the bosom of his family, dur- 
ing which time the home circle has been increased 
by the advent of six children. ‘Their names are as 
follows: Stephen H., 
a resident of Chicago, and is engaged in the drug 
business; Louisa B. is the wife of Charles F. Bell, 
and they have one child—Leonard; their home is 
situated in Clinton; Elmer E., cashier in Hayward 
& Sons’ Bank, at Clinton; Mildred and Zerilda, two 
younger children, are still in the family; and Will- 
iam, a clerk in the post-office, completes the happy 
home number. 

Mr. Black is Republican in polities and belongs 
to the Knights of Honor. He is also one of the 
Whitecaps, and is esteemed highly by the various 
societies of Clinton, He is amply qualified to fill any 
position to which the confidence of the people may 
recommend him, and is foremost in the ranks of 
good citizens, prominent for their personal qualities 
and their claims to recognition, 


who married Jennie Tickner, 


Pt a I 


URELIUS CLARK ROOT, deceased, was 
| formerly a merchant and banker at Lyons, 

and one of the most prominent as well as 
> respected and honored citizens of Clinton 
County. He was born Noy. 19, 1818, at Otis, 
Berkshire Co., Mass., and was a son of Joseph A, 
Root, who was born at the same place May 2, 1754, 
and was a grandson of Joseph Root, of Westfield, 
Mass. ‘The maiden name of our subject’s mother 
was Aphia, danghter of Jonathan Clark, of ‘Tolland, 
Mass. ‘The grandfathers of our subject, on both 
sides, were soldiers throughout the War of the 
Revolution, and were highly esteemed in their day 
for their sterling worth and patriotism. 
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Jonathan Clark, grandfather of our subject, 
served as Washington’s life guard, and subsequently 
married Polly Mattoon, a daughter of a French 
officer serving at the time of his daughter’s mar- 
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| riage under La Fayette, and at the close of the war 
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settled in Connecticut. Joseph Root, our subject’s 
father, was a thorough and finished classical scholar, 
as well as a most accomplished musician, and, in- 


| 


deed, the science of music was a leading and prom- 
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inent characteristic of the family ancestry. 

Aurelius Root, on his paternal side, was of 
French descent. His ancestors in the sixteenth 
century, being Huguenots, sought refuge in England 
from religious persecution in Normandy, France, 
In 1630 two brothers, Thomas and John, emigrated 
to America, the former settling at Hartford and the 
latter at Farmington, Conn, 

Our subject was a direct descendant from John, 
and throughout his life retained the distinguished 
characteristics of his Puritan ancestry. At the age 
of eighteen, having previously received a thorough 
English education in the common schools, and his 
father haying granted him his time, he left home, 
and during the following years he was employed 
with his brother as an itinerant salesman of jewelry 
and other fine goods. During the latter part of 
this period, his employer having died, the entire 
business, at the request of the widow, was assumed 
by himself and others, and resulted to all parties 
interested a profitable enterprise. 
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&: In 1839 Aurelius embarked in a mereantile en- 
-s terprise at| North Blandford, Mass., and continued 
-; In the same until 1842, when, in connection with 


another gentleman, he established «a wholesale and 
retail store at a point on the Boston & Albany Rail- 
road then -called Chester Factories (now ealled 
Chester). In this latter mercantile enterprise his 
business was prosperous and his trade extensive, 
and with the importing and commission houses his 
eredit was unbounded, Having purchased the en- 
tire business of his partner, he and his brother 
Laurence together continued the business success- 
fully until 1853, They then purchased a one-third 
interest in the Belvidere Bank, at Belvidere, IL., 
and Aurelius became its Cashier. This bank, be- 
sides owning a large interest in several similar 
institutions, possessed a capital stock of $75,000, 
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secured by State bonds. But our subject found | 
the business of the bank so complicated, and its = 
various connections so extensive, that he withdrew 
from it in 1854, and, as it was subsequently demon- — 
strated, his fears were well grounded, for the sev- 
eral banking houses with which it was connected, 
in about a year after Mr. Root’s withdrawal, failed 
and suspended business. 
In 1854 our subject, in conjunction with his two 
brothers, John Q. and Laurence M., concluded to 
open a banking establishment in Lyons, which they 
did, the firm being Root Bros. & Co. John Q. 
Root assisted our subject in conducting the busi- 
ness of the bank, while Laurence M. superintended 
and carried on the large mercantile establishment 
at Chester, Mass. In 1865, while the Lyons bank 
was doing a successful business, Aurelius, in con- 
nection with other parties, organized a similar 
banking house at Fulton, IlL, under the firm name 
of Smith, Root & Co. In 1870, however, our sub- 
ject withdrew from the latter firm, and the same 
year disposed of his bank interest in Lyons. Dur- 
ing the financial crash of 1857 he had to struggle 
hard, but successfully carried the firm of which he 
was © member through, and at the same time re- 
tained his interest in large tracts of land which he 
had purchased in Western Iowa and Nebraska, As 
a developer of the resources of the West, and 
especially of this State, great credit must be award- 
ed to him, as it was through the energy of men of 
his nature that the material interests of the country 
were forwarded and extended. 
The extent and variety of Aurelius Clark Root’s 
business transactions, and the admirable way in 
which they were managed, furnish suflicient proof 
of his comprehensive intellect and thorough busi- 
ness capacity. His integrity and honesty as a 
business-man were never questioned. Although 
an active and energetic man of business from the 
beginning, yet he filled several high and responsible: 
publie positions with honor to himself and benefit 
to the community. In 1851 he was elected a mem- 
ber of the Massachusetts Legislature, and the same 
year was appointed to a trustworthy office by the 
Governor of that State, During the twenty-five 
years of his residence in Lyons he filled every 
office as Mayor, Justice, Councilman, County Super- 
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visor, and for years was President of the School 
Board. During the exciting times in the city of 
Lyons, when the two great railroad enterprises were 
contemplated, and afterward when the work was 
progressing, he counseled a policy that would have 
made the Iowa Central Railway, with its splendid 
land-grant, a grand success, but other advice was 
taken, and it proved an ignominious failure, He 
lost heavily by the failure, but did not lose inter- 
est in the advancement of the city of. his selection. 
While an Alderman of the city of Lyons, our 
subject purchased houses and lots at the then in- 
flated prices, that streets might be opened and de- 
veloped, and the most important ordinances in the 
city code emanated from his brain, The city, dur- 
ing 1856-57, was much embarrassed in raising 
means to improve its streets, build bridges, ete., 
and an issue of paper currency, known as city 
script, was resorted to. This became very much 
depreciated, passing as low as forty cents on a dol- 
lar. It was then that the subject of this notice 
came to the rescue, and, without compensation, 
caused the script to be endorsed by the firm of 
Root Bros. & Co., and announced that he would re- 
deem every dollar having this endorsement upon 
it, and pay 100 cents on the dollar for it in current 
funds. The effect was instantaneous, and the credit 
of Lyons City was restored. 

1 While President of the School Board it was de- 
lee i cided to construct the handsome four-story graded 
ht school building, that now stands as an imposing 
i i monument to the enterprise of its originator, Af- 
q ii ter it was well under way a bitter opposition was 
| il || developed, and the weak-kneed directors were some 
of them intimidated to refuse to make the neces- 
sary appropriations or to negotiate loans to finish 
A. GC. Root was not to be hindered in the 
construction of the building after the electors 
=eyhad authorized its erection, and furnished the 
“a money out of his own pocket to push it to a speedy 
ere After exciting controversies the money 
~ was repaid to him, He, however, donated $1,100, 
and was largely instrumental in causing the erec- 
apy non of the Female College building, now Sisters’ 


Academy, of Lyons. . 
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When the construction of the Iowa Midland . 
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local papers, Mr. Root took an active part in solicit- 
and influence did 
Later, when 


ing stock in Lyons, and his name 
much to make the project a success, 
the proposition to establish water-works in the city 
‘ame up, he gave it the benefit of his advice and 
influence, Hevetiie much time to the soliciting of 
stock, and afterward in its construction, He took 
%2,000 stock in the enterprise and was its first Sec- 
retary, and as long as his health permitted was a 
Director in the company. 

During the historic days of the great Rebellion, 
from 1861 to 1865, A. C. Root was an active and 
prominent Vice-President of the 
Union League, and President of the City Associa- 
tion. Ue was for a time, during the draft, Provost 
Marshal of his district. He was a member of the 
Board of Supervisors at the outbreak of the war, 
and he introduced measures to uniform and equip 
the first volunteers that left Clinton County for the 
war, A portion of the Board hesitated to appro- 
priate funds for the purpose, but, full of enthusiasm 
and patriotism, Mr. Root stood up and made a 
speech so full of sound reasoning and conyine- 
ing arguments, that they did just what he acl 
vised, “ took the bit in their teeth and voted money 
to give the brave boys a good send-off on their 


member anda 


journey to suppress treason, and trasted to the 
patriotism of the citizens of Clinton County to 
right any deviation from strietly technical pro- 
cedure to make the advance.” His words had no 
uncertain on that oceasion and were the 
formal announcement to his constituency that he 
threw off the yoke of party fealty, and was no 
longer a Democrat, but a patriot, After this time, 
though heretofore recognized as a prominent and 
honored member of the Democracy, he was identi- 
fied with the Republicans, and remained an earnest 
partisan of that party until his death, He always 
expressed a great admiration for Daniel Webster 
and Charles Sumner, whose acquaintance he made 
while a member of the Massachusetts Legislature, 
and, in his speeches and discussions of political 
measures, related many unpublished incidents of 
these great statesmen to illustrate his point, 

Mr. Root was prominently identified with the 


sound 


I. O. O. F., and took great interest in its work and 
teachings. 


He prepared several lectures on Odd 
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Fellowship, that were delivered to attentive listen- 
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ers and published for subsequent perusal. 
came a member of that order in 1863, and was 
honored by the society in its subordinate and 
patriarchal branches with every preferment within 
the gift of his Lodge and Camp. 

Mr. Root was not a member of any religious de- 
nomination, and his views were liberal. He had 
special admiration for the teachings of Prof. Swing, 
of Chicago, and was a firm believer in the doctrine 
of the “Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood 
of man;” that a belief in divinity and the observ- 
ance of the Golden Rule assured a clean conscience, 
and that a life of kind acts and good deeds is the 
best preparation for a satisfactory hereafter that 
any man was capable of devising or practicing. 

Mr. Root was a man of fine address and dignified 
appearance, and had a clear and active intellect. 
As a public speaker and debater he was bold and 
resolute, commanding in language, yet treating the 
opinion of the opposite side with considerate kind- 
ness. More thoughtful and impressive than im- 
pulsive, yet so thoroughly argumentative as to 
make his words weigh heavily and with great in- 
fluence upon the minds of his auditors, in legis- 
lative bodies he seldom failed to carry & measure, 
and his advice was always sought in every public 
matter that came up in his locality, until it became 
proverbial that he could make or defeat almost any 
project proposed, His judgment was remarkably 
sound upon legal matters, and never was his de- 
cision reyersed but once by the higher court, 
though several appeals were taken during his sev- 
eral years of service as Magistrate. 

In 1844 A. C. Root was united in marriage with 
Miss Eliza Abbott, at Chester, Mass. She was a 
daughter of Joseph Abbott, Esq., a prominent 
farmer and stock-raiser of that place. The chil- 
dren born of their union are Joseph C., Harriet L., 
Abbott A., Belvia E., Charles L. and Herbert D., 

all of whom are now living except Harriet L. 
| On Tuesday, June 21, 1881, the subject of this 
notice died at his home in Lyons, after several 
years of failing health, which culminated in hem- 
orrhage of the stomach and dropsy. On the day of 
his funeral, Friday, June 24, 1881, by common 
consent the business houses of the city were closed, 
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and a large assemblage of people attended his! | 
funeral services. The Odd Fellows paid to his}: 
memory touching and impressive tribute. The lo- 7 
cal papers published complete biographies, and the ¢ x 
entire community gave expression to the fact ia eae 
Lyons and Clinton County had lost one of their) 
most valued citizens. Rev. Sidney Crawford pro- Te 
nounced a feeling and eloquent eulogium, and the t 
family were left alone with their dead. It being a » 
family custom to avoid display and demonstration, 
the deceased was buried two days later by the fam- 
ily in an unostentatious manner at Oakland Ceme- 
tery. A massive granite column marks where a 
brave and good man 


Sleeps the sleep that knows no awakening until Jehovah 

shall break the seal and proclaim, 

: Well done, thou who loved and wast beloved by thy 
fellow-men.” es 


sagen Se 
1 J ILLIAM M, NUGENT. One of the prom- 
inent business-men of Lyons, now engaged 
in the sale of fancy articles and in the 
millinery business, is found in the person of our sub- 
ject, whose business house is situated on the corner 
of Main and Fourth streets, and who, by a large and 
varied stock, straightforward and honorable deal- 
ing and unvarying courtesy, has succeeded in win- 
ning a large patronage. Mr. Nugent is a native of 
Pittsburgh, Pa.,and was born April 24, 1832, of par- 
ents who were among the first settlers in Pittsburgh, 
and bore the names of Aaron $. and Nancy (Mat- 
thewson) Nugent. Mr. Nugent, Sr., was a miller 
by occupation and owned a sawmill which was op- 
erated by steam, a water gristmill and a large farm, 
They left their home in 1841, sold out and moved 
to Holmes County, Ohio, where they followed farm- 
ing until 1844. ‘They then came to Fort Madison, 
Iowa, and going into milling operations remained 
until 1847. Subsequently they removed to Daven- 
port and followed the same business, then, in 1851, 
sold out and moved to Le Claire, where they built 
another mill known as the Swan Flourmill, They 
remained in the latter place until 1860, then re- 
moved to Wayne County, Ind., and purchased a 
flourmill, remaining until the war broke out. At 
the mustering of troops he was made Lieutenant- 
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Colonel of the 44th Cavalry of Indiana, which was 
on the advance guard of Grant at Pittsburgh Land- 
+) ing, against Beauregard and Johnson. Soon after 
Tun the close of the war he returned to Washington 
tit County, Ind., in which place he died in 1866. The 
| mother died at Davenport, Lowa, 

Out of a family of six sons and one daughter, 
only three survive, as follows: James R., David I, 
and our subject. At the age of twenty, William 
M. engaged as clerk in a dry-goods store at Daven- 
port, where he worked until 1857, when he engaged 
as Government Surveyor in Wisconsin and Lowa, 
which he continued for two years. In 1853 he 
came to Lyons and opened a stock of general mer- 
—chandise. At the end of a year he took a position 
‘/as Cashier in the Central Iowa Railroad office, after 
hil which he again: took up mercantile pursuits, and 
| engaged in buying and shipping produce until 1860, 
after which he again took up the dry goods and 
various kinds of fancy articles, as his stock in trade, 
He was united in marriage, in 1854, to Miss 
Henrietta M. Crew, a native of Virginia, and they 
have one child, William H, Mr. Nugent is Repub- 
lican in politics, and is strong in his belief in its 
efliciency in dispensing justice to the people. He 
belongs to the Iowa Legion of Honor, and is a 
t helpful, able citizen in the community of Lyons. 
His residence is situated on Fifth street, between 
||| Essex and Exchange, and it is handsome, commo- 
il| dious, homelike and attractive. 


\EORGE TONG, a retired farmer and resi- 
dent of Camanche, was born near Carroll, 
Fairfield Co., Ohio, Aug, 14,1819, His fath- 
er, George H. Tong, was born in Maryland, Feb, 9, 
| 780. His grandfather, William ‘Tong, was born Aug. 
| 4° 9,1756. The father of our subject was one of the 
2 ‘first settlers in Fairfield County, where he bought 
iin =" timber land from the Government, and lived there 
i 1 until he was called home by death, Oct. 15, 1825. 
<The maiden name of Mr. Tong’s mother was Nancy 
Harrison, and she was a distant relative of Presi- 
dent Harrison, She was born in 1780, and died April 
10, 1826. ‘There were three children born to them, 
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of whom our subject was the eldest boy, and he was 
six years of age when he lost his father by death, 
and was soon afterward made wholly an orphan by 
the death of his mother. After the death of his 
parents his guardian sent him to a distant relative, 
named Richard Hooker, near Circleville, Ohio. He 
lived with him about two years, and then went to 
live with his guardian, Jacob Claypool, in Fairfield 
County, Ohio. Mr. Claypool was an extensive 
farmer and stock-raiser, and our subject attended 
the district school in the winter and worked on the 
He was 
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farm until he was sixteen years of age. 
then apprenticed to his half-brother, in Newark, 
Ohio, to learn the trade of a tinner and copper- 
smith, and served four years and a half, He then 
located on the farm he had inherited from his 
father, and lived there until 1850. He then sold 
out and removed to Lancaster, Ohio, and accepted 
a situation as salesman in a tin and stove store. 

In 1851 Mr, Tong visited Clinton County and 
bought a tract of land, taking the southeast quarter 
of section 19, now included in Camanche. In June, 
1852, he removed with his family, coming by rail- 
road to Sandusky and thence by lake to Chicago, 
thence by rail to the western terminus of the rail- 
road, Aurora, Thence he came by stage to Albany, 
crossing the Mississippi in a skiff. His goods came 
by canal and the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. 
Erecting a good set of buildings, he improved the 
land, fencing the entire quarter-section, after which 
he planted an orchard and commenced the growing 
of his crops, remaining there until 1865, He then 
sold. out and came to Camanche and bought his 
present residence, located on Front street. 

Mr. Tong is a man well fitted for public duty and 
one who is calculated to benefit the people. He 
works with that intention, and has held offices of 
public trust. He has been Postmaster, bemg ap- 
pointed in 1869, and served until 1883—a period of 
fourteen years—was ‘Township Assessor and ‘Treas- 
urer for several terms. He always took an interest 
in educational affairs, and was a School Director for 
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many years. He takes pleasure in helping forward al 
all enterprises for the good of the public schools. ae 
Mr. Tong was married, Sept. 14, 1843, to Miss ie 
Harriet Holmes, who was born near Carroll, Fair- a 
ficld Co., Ohio, Aug. 21, 1822, She is the daugh- [ 
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ter of Thomas and Rachel (Wells) Holmes. They | in agricultural pursuits, and in the fall of the year nk ( 




















: 
: 
LEH 
He! 
ne have had four children, as follows: George H., | he built the first hewed-log house in this rire gee ae 
hr born June 14, 1844, living in Montana, where he is | and in 1840 was employed by G. W. H. Turner, fi V- 
IES engaged in mining; Leonora, born Aug. 3,1846,and | to build a sawmill on Silver Creek, the first one in a 
be sey scat *)) 
tr® died April 17, 1851; Ferris H., born July 9, 1849, | the count He helped to run a whip-saw, and ie 
he I ys 
ne lives in Camanche; and Harry, born Oct. 22, 1854, | sawed the lumber to finish the mill which was theft , + 
U3 who lives at Montana, first ever sawed in Clinton County. In the fall of a A - 
nk Mr. Tong is a stanch Republican, upholding his | 1840 he went back to Pennsylvania and worked in i t ; 
party with hearty earnestness of purpose, a carriage shop at Spring Hill till 1842. He then ~4& | 
Ke came back to De Witt and bought a sawmill on . 
uy DIES Clear Creek, which he conducted successfully for . 
ft three years. He then sold out and opened a car- : 
iE AMUEL M. BEDFORD, who is prominent riage shop, of which he was the proprietor till 1848. iy 
i in the history of Clinton County as one of In October of that year he again went back to his — is 
i its worthy pioneers, is a resident of De | Native State, and married, March 13, 1849, Miss 
te Witt. and was born in Hanover Neck, | Elizabeth Dunham. She was born in Fayette 
nE ; 
2 Morris Co., N. J., Feb, 28, 1819. His father, County, Pa. In May, 1849, Mr. Bedford returned 
| : David Bedford, was born in Columbia, Morris | to De Witt, and in 1850 built the first schoolhouse : 
US Co., N. J.,in 1782. Oursubject’s grandfather, Jonas | ™ that town, He kept on with his wagon-shop 
ng Bedford, was one of the first settlers in that section and worked at the carpenter’s trade until 1853. 
nb of country. He took part in the Indian Wars and when he took a contract to build the court-house, 
1! was once severely wounded, taken prisoner, and He has worked at the carpenter's trade successfully 
nel kept one and a half years. He also served in the | 2nd almost continuously since coming to this part 
nk Revolutionary War and was under the command of the country. He built the Disciples’ and Con- 1 r 
ME of Gen Morgan at the battle of Cowpens. He also | gregational Churches, 1m 
nal fought at Guilford Court-House, and was in other ~ 
ne important battles. He died in Morris County, a es re 
if N. J, _ _- 
u David Bedford was reared on a farm eight miles | QF OBERT QUAYLE, master mechanic of the ' 
ne from Morristown. He married Nancy Fairchild, | Iowa Division of the C. & N. W. RK. R., is | 
HF who was born at Hanover Neck, N. J., and was the ( | a native of the Isle of Man, born Noy, 23, ,. 
te: daughter of Lieut. Winchell Fairchild, also a na- @) 1853. His parents,,Thomas and Elizabeth - 
i tive of New Jersey, who was a soldier in the Rey- | Anna (Curphy) Quayle, came of old stock in that pn 
NE olutionary War. After his marriage David Bed- | section of country, Our subject spent his boyhood A 
i ford farmed at Hanover Neck until 1830, and then | in his native land, obtaining a good education, and ,’ oak 
th selling out, removed to Uniontown, Fayette Co., | in 1868, the elder Quayle and wife, with their fam- : 
|) Pa., and lived there for nine years. At the expir- | ily of three sons and three daughters, came to ‘. 


ation of that time he emigrated with his family to | America and located in Chicago. They erected a 
Towa, landing at Camanche, and yery soon after | home on Indiana street, and have there remained 
that moved onto the Wheeler farm, which they oc- | ever since. By occupation the father was a car- 
Fi cupied for one year; then Mr. Bedford entered | penter and builder, and valued intelligence and ed- 
; eighty acres on section 29, and remained in this | ucation, giving his family good opportunities. 
» home until the date of his death, 1843. His wife | Robert, after coming to America, spent two years 
* had died one year previously. in the common schools, and also attended the 
Our subject was the seventh child of a family of | High School. He early developed mechanical abil- | 
nine children, and came as before stated with his | ity, and in May, 1871, became an apprenticed ma- ES 
» parents to Lowa, in 1839, Here he was employed | chinist at the C. & N. W. R. R. shops, under the : i; 
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supervision and instruction of G. W. Tilton, Super- 
intendent of Motive Power and Machinery. No 
better position could have been asked to learn the 
business, and he soon completed his time and began 
work as a regular mechanic, advancing rapidly in 
the profession, so that in October, 1877, he was 
promoted to “gang boss” of the locomotive de- 
partment, where he took charge of rebuilding cars 
and locomotives, and held it until 1880. In that 
year he took the foreman’s position in the machine 
shops of the car department of the U. C. shops, 
and after serving them nearly five years, was ap- 
pointed to his present position, June 15, 1885, He 
takes charge of the two divisions, viz: Iowa and 
Northern Iowa. During the time past, he being 
devoted to scientific research, prosecuted the study 
of mechanical philosophy, and devoted three years 
to mechanical drawing. In these studies he made 
rapid advancement, but largely attributed his suc- 
cess to Mr, George H, Tilton. He has filled the po- 
sition to which he was appointed in a manner highly 
acceptable and pleasing to both employers and the 
people, and his course of action reflects much credit 
for his good judgment and wise adjustment of af- 
fairs. These were in a troubled state at the time of 
his entering the office he now holds, but are now in 
first-class condition, well managed and carefully 
disposed. 
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BRAM B. CORRELL. Clinton County 
has many well-to-do and successful farm- 
ers, men who have accumulated a com- 
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i perseverance rather than as the recipients of a 
: legacy, and among this class the name of the sub- 

ject of this notice is entitled to a place. Mr, Cor- 

~ rell is at present residing on his fine farm, on sec- 
; “i tion 2, Berlin ‘Township, where he is industriously 
a ‘engaged in the prosecution of a noble calling. 
A" 7 The parents of-our subject were Jacob and Cather- 
et ine (Floyd) Correll, natives of Allegheny County, 
+ i eae = Pa., and of German and Irish parentage. They 
‘ - 5} were married and settled in Wayne County, Ohio, 


Ba where they resided until 1854, when they came to 
- this State and settled in Berlin ‘Township, in the 
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CLINTON COUNTY. 


They subsequently removed to 
are now living 
agricultural 


spring of 1855. 
Brookfield Township, where they 
where the 
pursuits. 


Our subject was the eldest child in 


and father is engaged in 


a family of 


eight. He first saw light in Wayne County, Ohio, 
July 25, 1840. He there lived with his parents 


until their coming to this State, and on arrival sup- 
plemented the common-school education he had ac- 
quired by an attendance at a select school at Ma- 
quoketa. His early years, attending 
school, were passed on his father’s farm, and on ar- 


when not 
riving at the age of maturity, he went forth to 
fight the battles of life single-handed and alone. 
He taught school for a term in Clinton County, 
and one term in Jackson County, but the major 
portion of his life has been passed in agricultural 
pursuits. Tis first farming for himself was in Ber- 
lin Township, where he rented a place and culti- 
vated it for three seasons. His first purchase of 
land was eighty acres located on sections 2 and 11, 
Berlin Township, and he has subsequently added 
thereto until he is at present the proprietor of 8234 
acres of good tillable land in this county, and also 
160 acres in Woodbury County. He has on his 
home place a fine set of buildings and keeps about 
seventy-five head of cattle, fifteen head of horses, 
and fattens about one hundred and fifty head of 
hogs for the market annually. 

Mr. Correll was married at De Witt, Novy. 19, 
1862, to Alma A. Simpson, daughter of John and 
Mary (Wolrod) Simpson, natives of Onondaga 
County, N. Y. THler parents were married and set- 
tled in York State, whence they emigrated to Mich- 
igan in 1848, and two years later came to this 
county and settled in Bloomfield Township, where 
they lived until their deaths. They were the par- 
ents of fourteen children, of whom Mrs. Correll 
was the twelfth in order of birth, She was born in 
Onondaga County, N. Y., March 10, 1841, and has 
borne her husband seven children, five living— 
Alvah, Imogene, Dennis, Lena and Chester, ‘Those 
deceased are Albert and Roger. 

Mr. Correll has held the office of County Super- 
visor two and a half terms, and has also been the 
incumbent of nearly all the minor offices of his 
township. In politics he votes with the Repub- 
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seven years, and in the meantime was married, Jan, 
27, 1831, to Mary Crowfoot. She was born in 
Redding. Conn., Sept. 20, 1809, and was reared and 
educated in the State of her nativity, but was mar- 
ried in New York. She died in Elk River Town- 
ship, Oct. 21, 1880, She was the mother of nine 
children, six of whom survive: Osear B. is married 
and is a farmer in Iowa; Mary S. is the wife of 
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Co. E, 20th Iowa Vol. Inf., the date of his enlist- 
ment being Aug. 13, 1862. He was mustered in 
at Clinton, proceeded to the front, and joined the 
Brigade of Gen. Totten, at Rolla, Mo. He partici- 
pated in all the battles in which his regiment en- 
gaged, among the principal ones being those of 
Prairie Groye and Vicksburg, and was discharged 
from the service, on account of physical debility, 
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i i lican party. He is a genial, whole-souled gentle- | Miller Porter, 4 farmer, and resides in Holt 
: man, and was never known to turn a deaf ear to | County, Neb.; Edwin F.,a farmer, married Diantha 

2 true charity, and is classified among the respected | Hoover, and resides in Ringgold County, lowa; 
nf and esteemed citizens of the city. Albert, a farmer, married Alfretta Miller, and re- 
ne sides in Elk River Township; Sarah A. is the wife 
nae SS OLLI Sic of Joseph Boyenton, and lives in Holt County, » ‘y 
Pel Neb.; Frances M., wife of William Hoover, a "S 
Tee IRAM POLLY. Among the older settlers | farmer, resides in Ringgold County, lowa. Those r 
ne of Clinton County, who came into it when | deceased are Amanda M., Jerome and Iva, The 
He it was a new country, and by degrees have | two first were married and left families to mourn 
ba )) brought it up to its present state of pros- | their loss. Mr. Polly has been twice Supervisor, 
wee perity and success, may be found the name of our and has held other minor offices in his township. £°, 
: subject. He is a resident of | Elk River Township, | He is a clear and logical thinker in public matters, Sy 
1: and came to Clinton County in 1858, where he has | and well informed as regards the political workings 7. 
te since made his home. His farm at that time was | of the nation. He was formerly an Old-Line Whig, 
ne: ae a Sea aun he ewehiees ae has ee oi BASEDNY, a stanch a substantial Republican, 
DEE acddec D it until me is HOW, “be owner of 200 metas of upolding that organization with full faith in its r 
“>: valuable and productive land. Mr, Polly was born | policy. 
ne near Albany, N. Y., Sept. 29,1808. His father, J ohn = ——— 
ne Polly, was also a farmer, who spent his days in New 
t York. He was a son of Joseph Polly, who enlisted SHOMAS CUTLER, residing at Camanche, is 
Hi in the Revolutionary War as Drum Major from E ) au native of Cambridgeshire, England, and 
He Nova Scotia, and served until its close, He died was born June 4, 1835. His parents were : 
In * in Danbury, Conn. His parents were English. His | William and Edith (Baker) Cutler, the father be- 
ne wife’s maiden name was Hannah Judd, who was | ing a native of Bedfordshire and the mother of L 
{-# born and died in Connecticut, They were honest, | Cambridgeshire, England, The father was a dealer in 
te upright and industrious. ‘The father of our subject | stock, and also engaged in other lines of business 
(a: was married in Newtown, Conn., to Lucy Parmalee, | during his lifetime. He reared a family of eleven 
iE a Connecticut lady, who was reared to womanhood. | children, and gave them such educational advant- : 
nee and died in her native State. ages as the neighboxvhood afforded; all grew to “ 
pee Our subject was the eldest in a family of twelve | maturity except two. 
te children, and was but a small boy when his parents | At the age of nineteen years Thomas Cutler 
q : removed ais New cork to Connecticut, and when | emigrated to America, landing at Quebec. From Z 
sa thirteen years of age, he was apprenticed ee there he went to Toledo, Ohio, where he remained — - 
q Kli Morgan of Paoburye Conn., to learn the hatter’s veO years; whence he removed to this State and Ss 
nig trade, and remained with him nearly seven years. | settled in Mitchell County. Residing in the latter 7 
| : He sina returned to N ew York and want into | county about one year, he moved to Scott County, ; 

business with his brother-in-law, Silas Givings, of | this State, and was a resident there until the break- _ 

1 § Herkimer County. He continued with him about | ing out of the late Rebellion, Ee then enlisted in Y As 
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CLINTON COUNTY. 


Sept. 15, 1863. He, however, continued in the 
army and became the Regimental Sutler, and con- 
tinued to remain with the regiment until the close 
of the war, and returned with it to Clinton, He 
then went to Mobile, Ala., and there embarked in 
the livery business, and after a year and a half 
moved back to this State and became a citizen of 
Davenport. In 1871 he came to Camanche and 
engaged in dealing in stoves and tinware, and is 
thus occupied at the present time, his place of busi- 
ness being located on the corner of Chicago and 
Eagle streets. 

Mr. Cutler was married in May, 1866, to Miss 
Mary Downing. She was born in the city of Phil- 
adelphia, Pa,, and their union has been blest by 
the birth of six children—Charles Lanier, William 
Herbert, Thomas Haskins, Philip Grovesnor, Fred 
Lawrence and Kenneth Monroe. Mrs, Cutler is a 

member of the Methodist Church, and in politics 
our subject is a stanch Republican. 















ACOB HICKS. One of the first to make 
settlement in Deep Creek Township, and a 
gentleman who has made that his home since 
coming to the county, is the subject of this 

biographical notice, who is located on section 17, 
He was born in Summit Township, Schoharie Co., 
N, Y., May 21,1815. His father, Isanc Hicks, was 
a farmer by occupation, and was born in Dutchess 
County, N. Y. He was the eldest son of John 
Hicks, a native of that county, and a direct de- 
scendant of Robert Hicks, who came from England 
to this country in the good ship Fortune, that fol- 
lowed in the tracks of the Mayflower, arriving in 
November, 1621. -It was this ship that brought 
over the remaining members of families that had 
come here the year prior on the Mayflower. Rob- 
ert Hicks was a leather-dresser by trade, and the 
4) genealogy of the Hicks family in the United States 
is traced back_to him, Robert’s son John was the 
father of Thomas, who was the father of Jacob, the 
ae father of Joseph, and Joseph was the father of 
John, who was the grandfather of our subject, He 
‘married Elizabeth Doty, and by her had nine chil- 
ae whom they reared to maturity, one of whom 
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was Isane Hicks, the father of our subject, and the 
farmer 


eldest of his parents’ children, He was a 
by occupation and lived and died in Dutchess 
County, N. Y., and the family are quite numerous 
in that State and are well-known and respected 
agriculturists. 
ters are all residents of New York, and are noted 
for 
eighty-eight years of age. In religion the Hicks 
family, as a general thing, are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and in polities were 
formerly Jeffersonian Democrats, but later joined 
the ranks of the Republican party. The mother of 
our subject, whose maiden name was Sarah Frost, 
Our subject’s parents 
the father when 


Our subject’s brother and nine sis- 


was an American by birth. 
died in Schoharie County, N. Y., 
sixty-five years of age, and the mother aged eighty 
years. 

_ Jacob Hicks lived with his parents, and was un- 
der their guidance and care until he was twenty- 
two years of age. Prior to this, however, and 
about the time he attained man’s estate, he was 
married, in his native county, to Miss Angeline 
Rodman. ‘The ceremony was performed Oct, 13, 
1836. She was born in Schoharie County, May 25, 
1815, and her father was a farmer in York State. 
Asa Rodman, her father, died in Schoharie County. 
Her mother’s maiden name was Otie Culver, and 
she was born, reared, lived and died in York State. 
Mrs. Hicks was the seventh child in order of birth 
of a family of fifteen children, thirteen of whom 
lived to attain the age of 
were married, and attained a good old age, 


man and womanhood, 
She 
passed her younger years at home, helping her 
mother in the household duties, until her marriage. 
She has been the mother of nine children, six of 
whom are living: Joseph was united in marriage 
with Louisa Collins, and has three children—Or- 
ville, Edith and Clara—and lives in Deep Creek 
Township. Madison selected Miss Louisa W hit- 
man as his life companion, and they are living 
in Calhoun County, and have five children—Mar- 
tin, Ralph, Earl, Alice, and an infant unnamed, 
Andrew and Miss Cynthia Haight were united in 
marriage, and are living in Greene County, Iowa, 
where he is engaged in farming, and they have two 
children—Emma and Maude, Sarah A. Hieks and 
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Charles Wood were married, and are living on a 
farm in Calhoun County, and are the parents of 
two children—Andrew and Edna; Philetus married 
Miss Emma Case, and they have three children— 
Pearl, Maude and Minnie; he is engaged in farm- 
ing in Calhoun County; John married Alice Crink- 
low, and lives in Calhoun County, engaged in 
farming. Mary E. was the wife of Cyrus Bayliss, 
and had three children—Elmer, Elvin and May— 
and is now deceased. Myers and Hiram Hicks died 
aged about two years. 

In the spring of 1856 our subject, hoping to bet- 
ter his financial condition in life, left his native 
State and started overland for Iowa, fe first 
stopped at Galena, and then came to Deep Creek 
Township, this county, and settled on a farm which 
he rented, and lived in a little log cabin. In the 
latter part of the same year he purchased eighty 
acres of land near Preston, Jackson County. Sub- 
sequently he sold the latter tract and moved to 
Deep Creek ‘Township, and located as above men- 
tioned. He has eighty acres of land, and has met 
with more than ordinary success as a farmer, He 
and his wife are members of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church. In politics he votes with the Repub- 
lican party. 


» HL. JENCKS. In addition to the sketch of 

\ this gentleman, which appears on page 498, 

we give the following family genealogy of 

the maternal side of the house, which is traced back 
for over two centuries. Thomas Sherwood came 
from Epswick, England, in 1634. He was born in 
1586, and died in 1655. His wife was Alice, the 
daughter of Robert Sebroke. Their children who 
came over with them were Ann, Rue, Thomas and 
Rebecea. He had by his second wife, Mary, the 
following children: Martha, Stephen, Isaac, Mary, 
Ruth and Abagail. He also in his will refers to 
other children by his first wife, besides the four 
above mentioned, naming thirteen in all. ‘Thomas, 
the second son, married Sarah, daughter of Thomas 
Wheeler, and grand-daughter of ‘Thomas Sebroke, 
therefore his cousin. They had a son named 
Thomas, born in 1653, who is mentioned in his 
grandfather Wheeler’s will. John married Sarah 





tas RERAEUARAUUAERET AIS 
TT ee Ti an i 
; 


PEE SEES COSTS SSSEE SESS Di) 




















Hurd. His will was probated in 1657, he having 
died the year before, Thomas Sherwood, the third, 
married Turney, daughter of Benjamin, the second, 
He died in 1676, aged twenty-three, having had 
two children—Thomas, who died before him and =o 
John, who in 1670, is styled “legate of his fathe 
and brother.” 

Returning now to the children of Thomas the 
second and Sarah his wife, we find that John, in - 
April, 1685, married Sarah, daughter of John Hurd, 
of Stratford, Conn. To them was born a son 
named Thomas, Noy. 21,1688. John died prior to 
1691, for we find in July, of that year, his widow 
married Samuel Beecher. Thomas the fourth, mar- 
ried, in 1708, Abagail, daughter of Gamalia, They 
had a son named John, who was. born Aug. 18, 
1709, and married Mary Walker in 1733, and Dan- 
iel, Abagail, Samuel, Sarah, Thomas, Seth, Ebene- 
azar, Hannah and Andrew. 
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ON. GEORGE B. YOUNG. The subject of 
this personal history is one of the leading 
attorneys and representative men of Clin- 

»)) ton, lowa, He is a native of Ohio, born in 
the village of Hartford, Trumbull County, May 20, 
1840. His father, George Drummond Young, 
was a Presbyterian minister, and a native of- 
Wilmington, Del.; he married Miss Abby R., 
daughter of William Billings, a native of Con- 
way, Mass., and a descendant of the early set- 
tlers of the State. Rey. George Drummond Young 
went to Illinois in 1855, and settled in Augusta, 
Hancock County. In 1857 he removed to Ca- 
manche, Lowa, and subsequently to Lyons, where 
he remained until his death, which oceurred in 
1881, The surviving children of George D. and 
Abby R. Young are Julia A. and the subject of 
this sketch, 

George B. Young was reared in his native State, 
and received his primary education in the public 
schools, which was supplemented by a. literary 
course at Oberlin College, Ohio, He entered the 
office of the celebrated attorneys, Ranney, Backus 
& Noble, of Cleveland, Ohio, and commenced the 
study of the law, subsequently graduating from the 
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~ Ohio State Union Law College, at Cleveland, being 
; admitted to the bar in 1862, In July of the same 

| year he came to Camanche, Lowa, and commenced 
practice. In 1865 he was elected County Judge, 
’. and re-elected in 1867. In 1869 he was elected 
< Circuit Judge, and continued to act as such until 
2 1872, when he resigned, and formed a law partner- 
- ship with Hon. Walter I. Hayes, which continued 
a until the latter was appointed District Judge, in 


1875. Since that time he has continued a success- 
ful practice alone. He is a painstaking, careful 
and well-read lawyer. 

Judge Young is now, and has been since its or- 
ganization, Vice-President of W. J. Jones & Co., 
one of the leading corporations engaged in the 
manufacture of lumber on the Mississippi River. 
He is also, and has been for many years, Vice- 
President of the Clinton National Bank, and is a 
Director and Attorney of the Clinton Savings 
Bank. 

In 1861, at the beginning of the war, Judge 
Young enlisted in Co. C, 19th Ohio Vol. Mil., and 
participated with his regiment in the battle of Rich 
Mountain, 

June 11, 1863, he married Miss Frances E., 
daughter of the late D. Hinman, Esq., of Lansing, 
Mich. He has two children living—Henry M., a 
student at Ann Arbor, Mich., and Carl. A son, 
William, died in infancy, and a daughter, Margaret 
Alma, died at the age of seven years. 

Judge Young isa member of De Molay Consist- 
ory of Ancient Scottish Rite Masonry. Both he 
and his wife are members of the Presbyterian 
Church, to the support of which they are liberal 
contributors. 


ILLIAM J. SCHWARTZ. In the year 
1856 Mr. Fredrick Schwartz, the father of 
our subject, with his family, consisting of 

* his wife and seven children, landed at Castle Garden, 
New York, and came directly to Center Township. 
a ‘Like nearly all settlers from the old country ina 

a “i new land, Mr. Schwartz rented for a few years, his 

fe holding consisting of eighty acres, from which, by 

Co thrift and hard, honest labor, he derived enough in 
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three years to enable him to purchase eighty acres 
of good land, to which he subsequently added 160 
acres, making 240 acres, all in a body, making one 
of the finest farms in Clinton County. 

Fredrick Schwartz was married Staettin, 
Prussia, his native place, to Miss Marie Wentzel, 
native of the same town. ‘The fruit of this union 
was seven children—four girls and three boys—of 
whom William J., our subject, is the youngest. 

William J. Schwartz was born in Prussia, Feb. 
24, 1851, and was consequently five years old 
when his father emigrated to America, On Dee. 
19, 1876, he was married to Miss Mina Heid- 
nan, a daughter of Charles and Mary Heidnan, 
Mrs. Schwartz was born Dec, 12, 1859. The fam- 
ily has been increased as follows: Amelia C., born 
Feb. 3, 1878; Charles J., March 17, 1880; Ernst 
W., Nov. 8, 1885, and Rheinhardt F., in 1886, 

Mr. S. is extensively engaged in grain and stock 
farming, but in the future will run more on stock, 
In 1876 he purchased from his father 160 acres, 
and rents from him the remainder of the farm, Le 
has 100 acres under a high state of cultivation, and 
160 acres in grass. 


in 


Mr. S. received his education in the country 
schools. By his neighbors he is considered a sue- 


cessful farmer and a good business-man, In _ poli- 
tices he is a Democrat, and in religion a Lutheran, 
having joined that church at the age of sixteen. 
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S, ROF. WILLIAM H, GIBBS. Among the 
pioneers of 1854 in this county was the 
gentleman whose name heads this biograph- 
ical notice, who is at present residing in 

Lyons. He was born in Coxsackie, Greene Co., 

N. Y., Feb. 2, 1819. His parents were Lyman and 

Clarissa (Fish) Gibbs. His father was a merchant 

and also a manufacturer of paper; he moved to 

Massachusetts in 1820, where he was recognized as 

agentleman of no small ability, and held the offices 

of Justice of the Peace and Postmaster, at North 
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Blandford, Mass., for fifteen years; he became a 
citizen of prominence and wealth, and lived in & 
The parental family + 


Massachusetts until his death, 
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“ consisted of three children—William H., Orlando 
E F, and Charles. 

; William H. Gibbs left the parental homestead 
; when nineteen years of age, previous to which he 
| had received a good common-school education and 
| supplemented the same by an academical course at 
5 Westfield, Mass., and had also followed the duties 
of a pedagogue. At nineteen he commenced lec- 
turing on phrenology and physiology, and other 
themes, and for eight years was thus occupied in 
the different States of the Union, In 1845 he en- 
gaged in mercantile business, and prosecuted the 
same with no small degree of success for five years. 
Becoming imbued with a desire to go West and 
grow up with the country, he disposed of his prop- 
erty and interests in Massachusetts and, in 1854, 
came to this county and located in Lyons. He 
became favorably impressed with the country, 
and, concluding that the land was bound to ad- 
vance in value, engaged in the real-estate business, 
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and was more or less occupied in the same for a 
number of years. His judgment proved to be cor- 
rect, and he realized handsomely from his invest- 
ment in real estate in this county. He extended 
his purchases of land into other States and ‘Terri- 
tories, and accumulated handsomely by the in- 
creased value of the same. 

The Professor has always been ready and willing 
to lend his means and influence to the advancement 
of the city in which he resides. He has taken no 
small interest in educational matters, and is one of 
Lyons’ respected and honored citizens. He has 
published several different works of merit, and has 
donated considerable to the Young Men’s Library 
Association, of Lyons, of which he was the first 
President, and is a life member. He received a 
commission from Goy. Kirkwood during the late 
Civil War, and raised three volunteer companies to 
fight in defense of their country’s honor. He is a 
gentleman well posted upon the issues of the day, 
and has been a correspondent for several of the 
leading papers. 

The Professor has a cabinet of minerals, shells, 
fossils, petrifactions, and choice literature, probably 
equal to any private cabinet and library in the 
State. In modern and ancient history he is re- 
garded a text-book, He has devoted much time 
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to the study of political economy. He never i)” 
sought, but avoided, office and political preferment. hl ad 
He laid out several towns, some of which are prom- 
‘nent in the State, Osage being one. Elvira, named 
after his wife, is a nice little country burg. 

The marriage of Prof. Gibbs with Miss Julia KE. 
Shepard was solemnized in 1845. She is a daugh- ! 
ter of Linus and Julia A. (Lloyd) Shepard, natives — 
of Massachusetts. Of their family of children 
only two survive—James L. and Mrs, Gibbs. Mr. 
and Mrs. Shepard came to Lyons in 1865, and 
there resided until their deaths, his occurring mM 
1870 and hers in 1876. Mr. and Mrs. G, have 
one son—Kugene S$. 

Our subject belongs to the Scottish Rite order of 
Masonry, 32d degree, and in polities affiliates with 
the Greenback party, in support of which he pub- 
lished a work in 1879 at Lyons. Prof, Gibbs is an 
active working member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, to which denomination his wife also be- 
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Vz ©) ICERO COY, one of the respected citizens ~ 
(“ of Lyons, who is and has been closely identi- 
J fied with its development, was born Feb, 10, ae, 
1821, in Indiana, and his parents were Ilion, Shu- 7 
bael and Clarissa Coy, natives of Connecticut and a 
Indiana respectively. ‘The father of our subject : 
moved to Indiana_about 1820, and was there occu- P: 
pied as a pedagogue during the winter seasons for ’ 
about twenty years, and during the summer season | ~~ 
was engaged in buying and selling land, In 1837 » 
Shubael Coy sold his interest in Indiana and started 
for the Ozark Mountains, Ark. He came to Illinois a 


and for two weeks stopped on Spoon River, where 
he left his family, and, in company with an old 


ay Pe 


turning to Illinois for his family, crossed the 
“ Father of Waters” with them, June 11, 1837, and 
came to Lyons. ; 

After locating he took up 160 acres of Govern- 


friend, came to Camanche, this county, where, 5) “ar 

meeting another friend, he was induced to come to fi ~ 

Lyons, as at that time the latter place was in a far Ge p , 

more flourishing condition than the former, The “har . ono 

friend whom he met was George Harland. Mr. Coy fil ~- 

accepted a lot which Mr. Harland gave him, and re- |Fecy) =, 
oh 


tar: oll (2 Tee © € 
: * 


Vid Pies y 
£1 Meme +\ 
*)Forusmnam kere) S 
. Oe a et 
S20 S552 2>s } 
* 


joi 


-~ 
i 


a 


: - ’ 7 
san , in” et al im, 


Ss a 









oes | 


ment land, about 4 mile and a half from the place 
and put up a log ‘house 18x20 feet. He brought 
with him six yoke of large cattle, a very heavy 
wagon, five cows and twenty head of sheep. He at 
once commenced breaking his land, and the second 
year had forty acres of it broken and fenced. There 
were only two log houses where Lyons now stands, 
one of them being Elijah Buell’s and the other 
George Harland’s. After living on this farm for a 
time Mr. Coy moved to Lyons and built its first 
frame house, which was utilized for a hotel, and 
Mr. Coy acted in the capacity of ‘“ mine host” for 
some twenty years. He then sold the property for 
$1,500 and purchased on the corner of Main and 
Third streets, where he again ran a hotel, this time for 
three years, finally selling the property for $3,000, 
having made a clear profit of $2,500 in the pur- 
chase. He then traded for forty acres of land ad- 
joining the corporation, and at once engaged in 
the cultivation of a vineyard, Here he built a brick 
house, spent some $4,000 in its improvement, and 
was actively engaged until his retirement. Ie was 
a gentleman who was always ready to make invest- 
ment where he could see any chance of increasing 
his finances. He was Justice of the Peace for 
twenty years, and also had the honor of representing 
Clinton County in the State Legislature, having 
been elected to the same office by a Republican 
constituency. His death occurred Aug. 25, 1870, 
and that of his wife Jan, 2, 1847. They had a fam- 
ily of three children, of whom the subject of this 
biogfaphical notice is the only one surviving. 
Cicero Coy was an inmate of the parental house- 
hold until 1844. After coming to Lowa with his 
parents he was engaged in deer hunting and fishing, 
which he followed for upward of twelve years, [le 
eat) has killed two deer at one shot, and boasts of hav- 
i ing pulled in a catfish one day weighing seyenty- 
_ three pounds, and the very day following, another 
which weighed sixty pounds. The agricultural life 
i of our subject began in the spring of 1844, in 
geen Spring Valley, where he purchased eighty acres of 
| land at $1.25 per acre. On this tract he built a log 
= house 16x18 feet in dimensions, and there lived, 
at meeting with more than ordinary success, until 
ta 1882. He had added to his original purchase 
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«Fee | ninety acres, and improved both tracts, and in 
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1856 erected a house 386x356 feet, 
$1,500, and also built a good barn and granary. 
The marriage of Mr, Coy with Miss Nancy A. 
McCreary took place June 11, 1844, She was a na- 
tive of Pennsylvania, and a daughter of Joseph and 
Eliza McC Her 
parents came to this State in 1838, crossing the 
Mississippi River at Sabula and making settlement 
in Teeds’ Grove. ‘They purchased eighty acres of 
County, and after living on it 
sold out and bought a place neat 
until their 


reary, natives of Pennsylvania. 


land in Jackson 
for a time they 
Almont, where they 


taking place in 1852, and hers in 1862. 


deaths, his 

They had 
a fainily of ten daughters, five of whom are still liv- 
ing. ‘The record is as follows: Nancy A., wife of 
our Angeline became Mrs. Stockwell; 
Klizabeth Mr. Taylor; Mary <A., now 
Mrs. Deo; and Mima, who became Mrs. Pitkin, 
The children of Mr. and Mrs, Coy are two in num- 
ber—George W. and Ellen J. He is a Republican 
in his political views; has been a member of the 


lived 


subject ; 
married a 


School Board of Lyons and Supervisor of the town- 
ship for seven years. He moved to Lyons in 1882, 
and purchased the place where he now lives, and 
since that time has been closely identified with the 
prosperity and growth of the place. 
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\ RS. ELIZABETILT PENFOLD, who is en- 
eaged in farming, resides on section 1), 
Sharon Township. She was born Noy. 13, 
1827, in Loudoun County, Va. At the age 

of six years her parents moved to Guernsey Coun- 

ty, Ohio, where she received her education and 
passed the happy days of girlhood, In the year 

1845 she formed a matrimonial alliance with Mr, 

Levi Fields, a native of Belmont County, Ohio. 





He was born at that place in the year 1824, and = 


was educated in the district schools. Subsequently 
he learned the trade of a shoemaker, and when he 
was eighteen years of age began working for him- 
self, and followed it for several years after coming 
to Iowa. In 1854 he abandoned his vocation and 
took up agriculture. Purchasing 120 acres, Mr. 
Fields began work, and added every improvement 
that lay in his power. He brought up a family of 
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eight children on his farm, and died in November, 
1870, at the age of fifty years and seven months, 
being laid to rest in the Smithtown cemetery. 

The names of the children were as follows: John 
M., born Oct. 17, 1846, died May 29, 1857; 
Thomas C., born Oct. 8, 1851; Cynthia J., Dec. 8, 
1853; James E., March 18, 1855; Jacob F., May 
13, 1858; Susan J., March 31, 1860; Hannah M., 
Feb. 24, 1862; Jesse $., Aug, 20, 1864, and Levi 
E., May 5, 1867. They are all married with the 
exception of the two last-named boys, who are 
under the parental roof and are engaged in agri- 
cultural pursuits, working the farm for their 
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mother, 

The late Mr. Fields was a Bible student in an ex- 
tensive degree, and was truly a Christian man; he 
was a kind father and a loving husband, Te held 
the position of Class-Leader in the church, and was 
teacher in the Sunday-school for a number of years. 
He labored hard for the advancement of Gods 
kingdom, and was mourned by a wide circle of 
friends for his noble character. [He was a member 
of the United Brethren Church, connected with it 
since 1858. He has indeed gone before but is not 
forgotten, and of him may justly be said, * Blessed 
are the dead who die in the Lord; they rest from 
their labors and their works do follow them.” 

Mrs. Fields was married in 1878 to Mr, Thomas 
Penfold of this notice, who was born in County 
Sussex, England, Dec. 22, 1817. He 
America in 1839, shipping as cabin boy on the 
brig Economy, at Little Hampton, England, and 
has been around the world, sailing twice around 
Cape Horn, He has been on nearly every quarter 
of the globe. He is an able seaman and took great 
delight in the vocation of his youth, which he fol- 
lowed for twenty-two years. He rose by degrees 
to Second Mate, Chief Mate and Captain, filling 
each position in an honorable, manly way, winning 
the respect and admiration of his crew. We can 
hardly name a harbor from which he has not sailed, 
Ile has been in the ports of France, Germany, Hol- 
land, England, Ireland, Wales and all parts of the 
United States. Ee sailed around the north and 
south Pacific coast and has been in South Americ: 
and the Japan Islands. He has also visited Austra- 
lia and Van Dieman’s Land and the Falkland Isl- 


‘ame to 







<5 3-5! it! to 
te eye) t everet errrrey 7 7 
a . e2eseece 


=S—f ae = 
- 7 se 






pas CEE TTE SES 
sec 7 ? 









ae a a St. hii 


USN IT TUTTINTLI barter 


; ai irssieyteeeere TINDEL Ser Tissesss reeetizi 
d pest ehastiest st aires 


> 
e 





q| 
4) Wwe vee ee rey eure erat 
it }) Ried chidavadaaescane. PERE BeRDAESE BABEERE} | 
. “iy ipyrayrvxxer xs reos rrrt 
Vy 


CLINTON COUNTY. 









iv) 
AWA SS iairtrercaisciteretiiets 


Peso 


















































He is well known through the neighboring 
as an extensive traveler, and his ex-. 


ands. 
community 
perience has been truly wonderful. aes | 
Mr. Penfold was married to Elizabeth Perry, in | > > 
Buffalo, N. Y., and they became the parents of nine EAt 
children, as follows: John H., William J., Charles |! 
O., Rufus C., Laura J., T. G., Fred E., Mary E.. 
and Leonora A. His first wife was born in En- 
gland in 1826, and died Aug. 16, 1877. In 1878 
Mr, Penfold married Mrs. Fields, our subject, and 
the alliance is one of a most congenial character. 
In polities Mr. Penfold is a Democrat. He is a 
member of the Baptist Church and is a straight- 
forward, earnest and consistent Christian. He has 
thirteen grandchildren. Mrs. Penfold has eight 
orandchildren. Josephine Crouch, an adopted 
daughter and a niece of Mr. Peénfold’s was born 
March 10, 1875, and is a resident of his home. 
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Tl LBERT GILMORE, deceased, was a resi- 


4 


© dent of Charlotte, and was proprietor of 
the Charlotte flouring-mills. THe was a na- 


O tive of Massachusetts, and was born in 
1812. His father, William Gilmore, removed with 
his family to Stark County, Ohio, about 1820, He 
was well known in trade and esteemed for his up- 
right dealing. He erected a flour-mill, which he 
operated for many years, and there his son learned 
the trade. | 

Albert Gilmore removed to Illinois about 1834, 
He settled in Hardin County, bought a water- 
power, and erected a flour and saw mill combined, 
which he owned and operated until 1851, In that 
year he sold the mill and came to Clinton County, 
where he selected a claim on section 27, Waterford 
Township, then went on foot to Iowa City and 
entered the land at the Government office, after 
which he went back to Ilinois for his family, and 
in the spring of 1852 returned with them to his 
land. ‘The family moved into a house with another 
family and lived until he could build one of his 
own. ‘There was an improved water-power upon 
the place, and he threw a dam across the stream 
and built a flour and saw mill, but unfortunately 
the dam soon gave way. He then erected another 
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mill on the opposite side of the creek, and put it in 
active operation, and thus continued for a number 
of years. His patronage extended for miles around, 
and he was prospered beyond his most sanguine 
expectations. After a time the demand called for 
a larger mill, and he built the present one, which is 
on the south side of the creek. He conducted this, 
with the exception of a few years, up to the time 
of his death, in June, 1877, 

The maiden name of our subject’s wife was Char- 
lotte Demasir, and she was born in Hardin County, 
Ill. Six children were the result of this marriage, 
of whom five grew\to man and womanhood, ‘They 
are by name, Jeanette, wife of Lewis Shall, born 
in Sac County, Lowa; Esther A., wife of Lucius 
Winey, who lives in Dickinson County, Iowa; 
William was born in Clay County, Iowa; Charles 
lives in Charlotte; George W. is a resident 
Jackson County, 
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RS. HELENA SHEPPART is the widow of 
Lewis Sheppart, who was born in Saxe 
Weimar, Germany, in 1826, and whose 
parents died when he was five years of age. 





He was left in the care of an uncle until he attained 
the age of sixteen, receiving a fine education in the 
meantime, his uncle being wealthy, and a man who 
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4 nL: jf esteemed refinement and culture, coupled with a 
“a tL good, solid, practical education, as of inestimable 
py i: value. He was thus qualified for a hand-to-hand 
nt aa struggle with the world, and went forth prepared 
ey" | to make his way. On leaving his uncle’s he went 


on board a merchantman and was a sailor for a 
number of years. He then came to America, land- 
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. }| ing at California, where he spent four years, then 
ms \ in came to Chicago in the early part of the ’50’s, where 
C 4 ea he married Ellen Schwartz, a native of Germany, 
Ss born May 30, 1838, and the daughter of Peter 


i Schwartz. Her parents came to America in 1839, 
ye: if ae” and settling at Morton, a few miles north of Chi- 
Jo i i; cago, purchased 200 acres, where they remained 

te i until the father was called away by death. Her 
t mother still lives on the farm and is bound to it by 
2 many ties of early remembrance and affection. 
Five children gladdened their home, and are all 
5 ea 
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still living as follows: John, Fred, Elizabeth, Chris- 
tina and our subject. 

Mr. Sheppart came to Lyons in 1855, and pur- 
chased grounds and built a brewery. He carried 
on this business for five years, and at the end of 
that time it was totally destroyed by fire. He next 
opened a grocery store on Main street, and con- 
ducted that business for about two years, then sold 
out and afterward worked for different firms until 
his death, which occurred Oct. 2, 1885, 

He 


was a responsible and reliable citizen, 


German Society and 
He left a 
wife and four The 
children are, Louisa, now Mrs. J. B. Hayings, a 
resident of Lyons, who has one daughter—Louisa ; 
Emilia, Anna and Edith. Ilis late residence is sit- 
uated on Seventh street and Fifth avenue, In pol- 
itics he was a Democrat and affiliated with that 
party, supporting its principles with great tenacity, 
and was at one time an Alderman, He was highly 
respected by the people, and always made his home 
happy. His wife, who lives at her former home 
with her three daughters, is an able business woman 
and has conducted her husband’s affairs with laud- 
She is a member of the Presbyte- 


was 2 member of. the 


children to mourn his loss. 


able exactness. 
rian Church, which she gives her hearty support, 
believing it to be the true religion, 
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ENRY H. GOTTSCH has been receiver and 
shipper of the Northwestern Railroad, on 
the lower division, from the Mississippi 

»)) River to Council Bluffs, for eighteen years. 

He filled the office of which he was the incumbent 

with that close attention which makes a success and 

wins popularity. He is a native of Germany, born 
in 1827, and is a son of Ilenry and Annie (Voge) 

Gottsch, natives of Germany. The father was a 

farmer, and died in his native land in 1849; the 

wife of his youth survived him a number of years, 
departing this life in 1884. Their union was pro- 
ductive of the birth of five children, three of whom 
survive, as follows: Catherine, Annie and our 
subject. 

Henry H, remained at home until he attained the 
age of sixteen years, attending in the interval the 
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common schools and gaining a practical education, 
He then engaged in farming until he reached the 
age of twenty. He was then drafted into the Ger- 
man army, and served four years, at the end of 
which time he received his discharge. He was a 
second time drafted, and dreading the inevitable 
hardships and the interminable years which would 
: hold him as a prisoner from his people and all ties 
: 
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of true and tender interest, he evaded the royal 
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From the great Eastern metropolis he set his 
face Westward, and, reaching the State of Lowa, 
he entered Davenport, from which city he came to 
Camanche, where he purchased property and re- 
mained some years. At the time that terrible tor- 
nado swept to dust and ashes this charming little 
village, and desolation and destruction stalked 
within her borders, and the voice of mourning 
could be heard, his property was swallowed up in 
Afterward he rebuilt, but 
Having 


intrest 


demand by coming to America, 
: 


’ 
oo 


the general disaster, 
sold out and removed to Clinton in 1861, 
purchased property in South Clinton and built, he 
spent upon it some fourteen years, then sold out 
and removed to Camanche avenue, where he built 
a permanent home, and there lives a luxurious and 
enjoyable life. 

He left the state of single blessedness in 1852, 
uniting in marriage with Fredrika Alhrep, a native 
of Germany and a daughter of Christian Alhrep, 
By this marriage Mr Gottsch has one child, Mollie, 
now Mrs. P. C. Carsten. She is the mother of two 
childven—La Fayette and Earl. Mr. Carsten is 
engaged in the hardware and tin business, and is 
making daily progress toward success. He is an 
apt and able business-man, and deserving of com- 
mendation for his energy and wide-awake spirit. 
> Having lost his first wife in 1876, Mr. Gottsch 
a: married, in 1877, his present wife, Sophia Zimmer, 
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also a native of Germany. Ter parents were Carl 
and Maria Schultz, Mrs. Gottsch has two brothers, 
John and William, and two sisters, Dorothea and 
+ Lena; all are married and living in Germany. 

> Mr. Gottsch, at the time of the tornado, was 
severely injured, and was confined to his bed for 
H 


Fri 


many weeks. ‘The wound was caused by the fall- 
ing of the stone walls of his house upon him, and 
has lasted a lifetime. He had an adopted child 
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named among the representative citizens, and is) 
highly respected as a man of good public ability. 
In politics he is a Republican. He belongs to the 
I. 0. O. F., and always uses his influence toward | 
forwarding all good enterprises. | 
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H. YOUNG, manufacturer and dealer in har- 
ness, saddles, whips, brushes, ete., 1s located 
at No. 233 Fifth avenue, opposite the post- 
© office at Clinton, and is one of its most re- 
liable and substantial citizens and enterprising bus- 
iness-men. He is a native of Ohio, born Feb. 12, 
1813, and is a son of Jacob and 'Tryphena (Beers) 
Young. They were natives of New Jersey and 
came to Ohio in 1802, settling in Knox County, 
where he first engaged in milling. He also built a 
sawmill, then, the same season, added a gristmill, 
Some years afterward they built a large flouring- 
mill, as the population of the country was then rap- 
idly increasing. He was interested in farming and 
took an active part in raising stock and grain, at 
which occupation he continued until his death, 
The mother died in Mount Vernon, in the same 
county. They had a family of twelve children, 
four of whom still survive: Susan L., now Mrs. 
Talmadge, a resident of Mount Gilead, Morrow 
Co., Ohio; John H.3 Elizabeth, now Mrs. Mitchell, 
a resident of Mount Vernon, Ohio; Aaron P., a res- 
ident of Morrison, Ul., and who is Road Commis- 
sioner by occupation. 

J. H. Young remained at home until he attained 
the age of sixteen years, in the meantime having 
gained a good common-school education, which was 
received in the primitive log schoolhouse, and dur- 
ing the intermission the scholars were surrounded ~ 
by numerous Wyandotte Indians and joined in their 
sports. Our subject learned from these little dusky 
braves how to use the bow and arrow to perfection, 
and could send the latter whizzing through the 
head of a squirrel at almost every trial of his skill. 
After leaving home he went to Licking County, 
Ohio, and there served an apprenticeship of some 
thing over four years at the trade of a harness and 
saddle maker. From 1832 until 1835, he traveled 
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through Ohio and worked at different places at his 
trade. Going back to M ount Gilead, Morrow Co., 
Ohio, he there embarked in business, which he con- 
ducted for about two years, when his health failed 
him, and in 1837 he came to Illinois and settled 
near Morrison, He boarded round one year, living 
on corn bread, together with fish and game, and 
onee more became healthy and robust. He then re- 
turned to Mount Gilead and again started in busi- 
ness, being thus oceupied for a few years. His 
next move was to buy the town plat of that place, 
consisting of 160 acres, Forty acres of this was 
laid out as an addition to the village, and our sub- 
ject disposed of nttmerous lots and continued to re- 
side there until 1852. Prior to this, in 1848, he 
had the honor of assisting in the passage of a bill 
through the Legislature to set off a new county 
‘from Richland, Knox, Delaware and Marion Coun- 
ties, which was called Morrow County, and Mount 
Gilead was made the county seat. 

In 1852 Mr. Young disposed of his interest in 
Morrow County and came to Morrison, Whiteside 
Co., Ill, to live. There he engaged in merchandis- 
ing and was successful in conducting his business 
untit 1857. Closing out and settling up his affairs 
there, in 1860 he went to the Rocky Mountains and 
for two years devoted his time to mining, He re- 
turned to Morrison in 1862, where he lived until 
1864, when he came to Lyons, this county, and 
opening an office, embarked in the insurance busi- 
ness. He moved to Clinton in 1865, and the fol- 
lowing year moved his office from Lyons to that 
city, and carried on his business there until 1867. 
He took the general agency of the Merchant’s In- 
surance Company of Chicago for Lowa and Ne- 
braska, and acted in that capacity until the terrible 
—| fire of 1871, in that city, destroyed their capital 
h and books. Soon after this he was elected City 
= i Justice of Clinton, which office he held in connec- 
© tion with the insurance business for a while, and then 
‘| embarked in the book and stationery trade, After 
two years, in 1873, our subject engaged in his pres- 
ent business and has conducted the same until this 
an writing, He built his shop in 1876, and is meeting 
- hy with success. 

; Ny eee, §6©6 Mr. Young was married to Miss P. A. Lyon, a 
=. i *) native of Knox County, Ohio, in 1838, She is a 
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Lyon,. and has 
are 


daughter of Simeon and Hannah 
borne our subject three children, two of whom 


living: Victoria, now Mrs. Bennett, has five chil- 


dren—Abbie M., Barbara B., Emery P., Mark S. and © 
Ruth N.; the other child is Oscar K.; Walter B., the § 


one deceased, married Belle C. Burns, and they had 
one child, Lottie M. He enlisted as a soldier in the 
late Civil War in 1861, joining the 36th inois 
Infantry when seventeen years of age, and contin- 
ied in the service until the close of the war, and was 
killed by the cars of the Missouri & 
Mr. Young is a 


accidentally 
Pacific Railroad in the year 1884. 
Republican in politics, and with his wife is a mem- 
her of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
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KA ATHIAS ALES. 
farmers and successful citizens of Clinton 
‘ounty, and the enterprising men that 
reside within its borders, may be found 

the name of our subject, whose home is situated on 
the edge of Lost Nation, where he has a handsome 
home consisting of ninety-two acres of Jand, all un- 


Among the prominent 


He is a husbandman of no small 
ability, keeping his home in the best state, and has 
made agriculture a science. He was born in Prussia 
Jan. 22, 1826, and is the son of Mathias and Mary 
Ales, He learned the trade of a miller and fol- 
lowed it for ten years in his native land, and served 
five years in the army, taking part in the war 
between Prussia, Austria, and Bavaria, He was in 


der cultivation. 


a number of engagements and was in the war of 
1849. ‘In 1851 he came to America, and located 
‘n Canada near Niagara, and rented a farm on shares 
for three years. From there he moved in 1854 to 
Clinton County, lowa, locating on a farm on which 
he resided until 1884, when he moved to Lost 
Nation. He now ownsseventy acres besides the 180 
he gavé bis two sons Anthony and Nicholas. 

He improved his farm, puilt a handsome house, 
large barn and other buildings, valued at $5,000, 
In the spring of 1884 he moved to his present loca- 
tion and bought ninety-two acres, on which he has a 
good residence. Ie also has twenty acres of timber 
land in Jackson County. He was married in 
Buffalo, N. Y., Sept. 14, 1854, to Catherine Spoo, 
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daughter of Nicholas and Fredericka (Hulsendal) 
Spoo. She was born in Prussia, Nov, 11, 1882, 
and is one of a family of eleven children; Nicholas 
is a farmer in Sharon Township; Margaret is the 
wife of Fritz Franzwa; Elizabeth died April 9, 
1874, aged sixteen years and nine days; Anthony. 
is a farmer in Sharon Township; Catherine is the 
wife of Matthew Painter; Matthias is a farmer, 
~ also located in Sharon township; Peter remains at 
~ home; John is residing in Berlin Township, this 
county; Mary, Joseph and Simon, 

The father of Mrs. Ales died in Sharon ‘Town- 
ship in 1883, aged eighty-three years. Her mother 
died when she was but one year old. Her father 
was a blacksmith and came to this county with 
our subject, who married his daughter while on 
the way. On arriving here, her father bought 100 
acres of land, and also did blacksmithing on the farm 
of Mathias Ales. He returned to Germany twice, 
thus crossing the ocean five times in his life, and 
died on his farm in Sharon Township. When our 
subject arrived in New York from Germany he 
had but $7 in money, and what clothing he owned. 
He is evidently a self-made man, and has risen 
unaided, save by his strong determination and 
willing hands, to that success that he so richly 
deserves. He is politically, Democratic. In re- 
ligion the family are Catholic. 
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EORGE W. WALLACE. Our subject is a 
gentleman in the prime of life, and one of 
the leading merchants of De Witt. He is ¢ 

native of the Hawkeye State, and was born in De 
Witt Township Dec. 26,1847. He received his 
education in the pioneer schools of the county and 
remained with his parents upon the farm until 
§ about thirteen years of age, when the family moved 
4 to De Witt. Seven years later he became engaged 
; in the grocery business and also in milling on Deep 
Creek, and was associated in business with a Mr, 
Klis, ‘They operated under the firm name of Ellis 
& Wallace, and in 1876 Mr. Wallace purchased 
the interest of his partner and conducted the busi- 
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- for one year, 












































a: 
ject, two years later, in company with his brother, ; fs ‘i 
Albert G., opened a dry-goods business under the hiers aT 
name of Wallace Bros., and the partnership still Hf, . a 
continues, the firm being regarded as one of the | 
solid business-houses of Clinton County, 
George W. Wallace and Miss Lillian E, Beach | 
were united in marriage Oct. 25, 1874. Mrs. Wal- © 
lace is a native of Covington, Ky., and the daugh- 4 
ter of M. D. Beach, a resident of Tipton, Iowa, Of 
this union two children have been born—John How- 
ard and Margery G. Wallace. Mr. and Mrs. Wal- 
lace are people in the prime of life, scarcely passed 
beyond their youthful vigor, and from their charm- 
ing home dispense a graceful hospitality, and are 
valued members of the society in which they move, 
Mr, Wallace isa member of thé A. F. & A M.,, 
and is also connected with Right Hand Lodge, No. 
34, De Witt. Politically he is an earnest and con- 
scientious supporter of the principles of the Demo- 
cratic party; forms his opinions deliberately, is de- 
cided in his views, and courageous in their expres- 
sion, believing them to be founded upon truth and 
right. This household is one of those institutions 
which constitute the foundation of the best and 
noblest structures in our land, 
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f= ORENZO D. DUTTON is a leading farmer 
and influentiat citizen and occupies his fine 
homestead on section 1, Olive ‘Township. 

Ile may properly be classed as among the pioneer 
settlers of Clinton County, for he came here at an 
early day and has done his full share toward the 
advancement and progress of his town and county. 
Mr. Dutton is a native of New York, born in Che- 
nango County, June 28, 1818, and is the second 
son of Charles and Nancy (Pearsall) Dutton. 
Lorenzo D, was reared on the farm and remained at 
home until his twentieth year. He then, accom- 
panied by his father, went west to Indiana, locat- 
ing in Madison County, and clerked for his uncle, 
William Dutton, who was engaged in general mer- 
chandise, for four years, and after which, he, in 
company with another clerk, was detailed by his 
uncle to take charge of a store at Newcastle, ‘Ky., 
In the meantime, his father having 
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returned home, had removed with his family from 
New York to Iowa, and there our subject joined 
the family. 

The father had laid a land warrant on forty 
acres, upon a part of which now stands the home- 
stead of his son. ‘The latter located upon it and 
commenced its improvement and has remained 
there until the present, with the exception of four 
and a half years spent in California, in mining and 
merchandizing. ‘The trip was made in 1850 in 
company with his brother Jerome and others, and 
he was fairly successful, returning with some 
money. ‘The home trip was made by the Nicara- 
eua route, and upon his return he resumed his 
former occupation, settling down at last content 
with the more peaceful pursuits of husbandry. 
During his trip he had traveled over large por- 
tions of the western country, and seen most of the 
-indeseribably grand scenery of which so much has 
been written. Mr. Dutton is industrious, perse- 
vering and economical, and has added to his orig- 
inal possessions until he now has 340 acres of ex- 
cellent farming land. Upon this he has erected a 
comfortable dwelling, good barns and out-buildings, 
and has a prospect of great enjoyment as he passes 
down the hill of life. 

‘The marriage of Mr. Dutton occurred Nov. 7, 
1856. The lady of his choice was Miss Sa rah A. 
Allison, a native of Virginia, born in 1838, She was 
the daughter of David and Elizabeth (Perry) Alli- 
son. They came from Virginia to Iowa in 1851, 
settling in the southern part of Clinton County. 
There the father died; the mother still survives. 
The household of Mr. and Mrs. Dutton has been 
gladdened by the birth of ten children, of whom 
the record is as follows: Charles A., the eldest son, 
married Miss Kallenbach, they are residents of 
Olive Township and the parents of two children— 
— Frank and Harry; Viola is the wife of William 'T. 
Mellon, they have one child, a daughter, Cora, and 
are residents of Western Kansas; the remaining 
children are, Orsini, Nannie, Peddie, Lorenzo D., 
Jr., Belle, Orpha, Blanche and Goldie. 

Mr. Dutton, politically, is identified with the 
National Greenback party. He was formerly a Re- 
publican, but considers that the change in his views 

and he is sincere in his present con- 
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vietions. He has been a man of large usefulness In mB 
his community, having identified himself with its 9°) 
IE 


interests from the beginning. He has always been 





willing to make sacrifices and to give considerable 
time and attention to public matters without any 
reward save the consciousness of having done well 
by his fellow-citizens. He has occupied many 
offices of trust and responsibility, in fact, has filled 
every office in the gift of the people of his town- 
ship. He was Supervisor for four years and As- 
sessor of the county before township organization 
He has been School Trustee and 
He filled the 


was elfected. 
Justice of the Peace for many years. 
latter office while in California also. 
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A.A RS. JANE B. BUTLER, the subject of this 
personal narration, is a lady who is highly 
respected in the community of Camanche, 
of which she is a resident. She was born 

in Canada, May 25, 1824. Her father, Charles 
Bovard, a native of Westmoreland County, Pa., 
was born in 1787, and was a tanner by trade. Ile 
served faithfully in the War of 1512, and after- 
ward went to London District, Canada, where he 
made the acquaintance of and married the widow 
of an Orderly Sergeant of the British Army, Her 
maiden name was Ruth Burdick. She was born in 
New Brunswick. Mr. Bovard worked at his trade 
until the fall of 1886, when he started with eight 
yoke of oxen, a pair of horses and three wagons, 
accompanied by his family, and emigrated over- 
land to Clinton County, where they arrived after 
nine weeks’ travel. They brought with them all 
their household goods, and cooked and camped by 
the way. On arriving here they bought a claim in 
township 81, now called Camanche ‘Township. 
There was one frame building in Camanche at the 
time, and possibly a half dozen log eabins. As 
soon as the land came into market he purchased it, 
and broke and fenced nearly 800 acres. On this 
land he afterward erected a good set of frame 
buildings. Mr. Bovard went to Chicago during 
this time and found it but a small village, with not 
a single painted house within its borders. His 
wife, who had been his life helper, died Oct. °2, 
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i848. After laboring faithfully upon his home 


“ work Mr. Bovard died at the home of his daughter, 
5 Mrs. Butler, Aug. 3, 1859. 


Six children were the 
result of his marriage. 

Mrs. Butler was but twelve years of age when 
she came to Clinton County with her parents; she 
was married May 3, 1846, to Johnson 5. Butler, 
who was born in Painesville, Ohio, Feb, 20, 1806, 
He was a tailor by trade, and in 1845 came _ to 
Clinton County and opened a tailor-shop, where he 
worked for a time. Subsequently he opened the 
first livery-stable in the town, He afterward 
opened a drug store and managed both branches of 
trade. | He was one of the sufferers from a tornado, 
his livery barn being torn down and _ totally de- 
stroyed, but leaving five horses in the barn almost 
uninjured, Tis carriages were mostly destroyed, 
his house demolished and his store badly wrecked. 
Hewever, with his usual courage he repaired his 
buildings and resumed business, which he continued 
until 1874, when he removed to his farm ins Ca- 
manche Township, and died there April 6, 1878. 
Mrs. Butler made a visit to Canada after her hus- 
band’s death, and then, after five years, returned to 
Camanche, where she now resides. She has two 
children—Albert lives in California; Martha L., 
wife of S. H. Nessley, lives in Camanche. 
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€. DARLES B. ROMAIIN. The subject of 
eas this sketch is one of the most prom- 


5 inent and 
¢| 
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best known citizens of Clinton 





County. He is a resident of Camanche and 


Ile was born in 

Braunsberg, Germany, Feb, 6, 1849. Our 
subject’s father, by name Michael Romahn. was 
born in Wargitten, circuit of Teilsburg, district of 
Koenigsberg, Prussia, Sept. 29,1815. Heattended 
school but little in his youth. His parents were 
wealthy, but lost all in 1807, in the French inva- 
sions, and, being poor, the father of our subject 
went out to work as soon as he was large enough 
to earn anything. ‘The first money he earned by 
the labor of his own hands was by gathering herbs 
Which he sold to druggists in the summer, and in 
the winter he employed his time in spinning. 
When 15 years of age he was apprenticed to learn 
the eabinet-maker’s trade and continued with his 
employer until he was 20 years of age, and then re- 
ceived his papers as a free cabinet-maker journey- 
man, and traveled through Southern Europe and Asia 
Minor, working three-fourths of the time in different 





is a steamboat captain. 
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cities, and wandering by foot the balance of the 
He returned to Prussia when twenty-five 
years old, and having, by reason of absence, not 


time. 


presented himself for service as a soldier, he was 
ordered into the army, and after three months’ drill 
was made bugiler, He served two years and then 
came home on a furlough and staid three years, 
liable to be called back at any day. In 1549 he 
was called, but not wishing to enter the army, 
he procured a pass and came to America, sail- 
ing from Hambure. He came via Seotland to 
New York, landed July 29, and worked at his 
trade, in New York, and then went to Macon, 
Ga,, where he still continued it; He worked 
by the piece, made good wages, and in 1851 sent 
for his family, who came by way of New York 
aud joined him in Macon, living there until 1862. 
They then came to Illinois and lived in Rock Isl- 
and for one year, and in 1853 he removed to 
Camanche and started a cabinet-sltiop, which he ex- 
pected would prove a success. Ile also worked on 
the river, and between the two managed to secure 
a fair income. He married, April 21, 1843, Miss 
Barbara Miller, who was born Aug. 8, 1812, in 
Braunsberg, district of Koenigsberg, Prussia, There 
are three children by this union, as follows: Her- 
man Augustus, Adolph I. and Charles B. He is a 
Greenbacker in politics. He served three years in 
the late war as private in Co, K, 387th Lowa Vol. 
Inf., and is now a member of William Cady Post, 
G. A. R, 

Our subject was but 1 year old when he came to 
America with his parents, and about 4 years of age 
when he came to Camanche. He has grown up in 
this country, and received his education in the pub- 
lic school, and, as he had a natural love for water, 
spent his spare time on the river. At 15 years of 
age he went on the river as a raftsman, receiving a 
salary of $25 per month, As he grew older and 
advanced to floating pilot, he received more, Float- 
ing rafting being done away with, he had the busi- 


ness to learn over, but so¢ m after he was commis- 


sioned by the United States Government as master 
and pilot, and in 1870 took command of the pilot- 
boat “Swallow.” ‘Thisand other boats he has run 
continuously ever since, and has a great part of 
the time been part owner in the boats. In 1885 he 
built the steamboat Glenmont. which he set. sail 
on August | of that year. 

Mr. Romahn was married March 20, 1872, +o 


Amelia E, ‘Tyler, who lives in Camanche, her native 
place, She is the daughter of John A, and Phoebe 


J. Tyler, both of Ohio, and early settlers in this 
county, There are three children by their marriage, 
as follows: Minnie, Ivie and Lloyd. Mr, Romahn 
is a respected and esteemed member of society, and 
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is one whose abilities commend him to public office. | children, as follows: Charles M., born June 4, | 
He is a Democrat in politics, and a stanch adherent _ 1835, married Miss Elizabeth Bonney, and they 4 
to the policy of his party. He belongs to the A. | have two children—Bonney and Sarah—and by a 

| 


ut 








O.U. W. In 1873 he erected the house he now | former marriage he had a son named Mortimer. 
occupies and is pleasantly located on Front street, Harriet Young was born May 5, L857, married 
facing the river. | John Raymond, and by him had three children— 
Jennie, William and Jobn. Emerson UH, Young 
r+ a Daly was born Jan. 4, 1840, married Miss Miranda Fel- 
OSEPH C. YOUNG was born in Onondaga | lows and they have two children—Allie and Joseph. 
a er ; Kk. H. Young is a clergyman of the Methodist 
County, N. Y., Nov. 1, 1811, and is a son KM piscopal Church, now at Akron, Ohio. William 
of Rey. Seth and Elizabeth (Crosett) Young, | young was born Noy. 16, 1844, married Emma 
also natives of that State. The father of J. | Lamb and by her has one daughter—Grace, Our 
C. Young was a Methodist Episcopal minister, and | subjec t's wife died June 9, 1877, aged sixty-one 
continued in the Master’s work, preaching through- | Y©#!s. She WAS All exemplary Christian lady, 
out the State of New York until his death. ‘The | loving wife and kind mother. 
parental family consisted of eight children, who Uur subject’s second marriage took place seven 
lived to attain the age of man and womanhood,and | Y°" aber his RESY AINE SADT ERE OSHEr CONTA. 
five of them yet survive: Joseph C.; Cordelia, ing party being Miss Laura, the daughter of Cor- 
Mrs. Willard; Maria, Mrs. King; Sophronia, Mrs, | nelius Berrien, a native of New \ ork ( ity. 
Kinne, and Louise, Mrs. Foot. William C. mar- Mr. Young has served as Mayor of Clinton, sic 
ried Helen Bird, and departed this life in 1876; his | “* also a member of the City Council, He is a 
widow was afterward married to a Mr. Young. stockholder in the City National Bank, and has 
The father died at De Witt, Onondaga Co., N. Y., been identified with the growth of the place since 
Feb. 7, 1835, and the mother May 11, 1858. his first location. 
Joseph C. Young attended the common schools 
of his native county during the winter seasons, as- nT et 
sisted his father in the labors of the farm during 
summers, and remained an inmate of the parental 
home until he was twenty-two years old. He then, 
in 1838, moved to Michigan, where, in Oakland 
County, forty miles from Detroit, he purchased an 
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_ ENRY T. HARRISON, a farmer and stock- 
breeder living on section 28, Sharon 'Town- 
ship, is the subject of this biography. He 
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| i eighty-acre tract of land. He lived on this place ©) was born in Lincolnshire, England, April 21, al 

ly one year, then returned to New York, and the next 1840, and came to America in 1871, landing ah a 

| ! year sold his Michigan land and made settlement | Quebec. Henry and Susan (Booth) Harrison, both i 

in Oneida County, his native State, on the Erie | born in England, and deceased at the present writ- y 

Canal, thirty-five miles east of Syracuse. There he | ing, were his parents. His father was born in 1806, o 

’ embarked in the grocery business, and continued | and died in 1851, after an illness of two years. Le 4 

in the same for eight years. He was also interested as an invalid the greater portion of his life, but v 

in building boats for the canal for a time, when he | was submissive to his lot and always cheerful and y 

disposed of his interest at that place and moved to | happy. His wife, Susan, was born in 1815, and d 

’ Syracuse, and there engaged in mercantile pursuits, | died Noy, 17, 1874. She was an able helper and a 37 

He also erected a brick block in the latter city, in | companion in the truest sense of the word. Ile y 

partnership with his brother,.and was a resident at | was by vocation a farmer, and their united efforts etl 

ie that place for a few years, when he disposed of all | were prospered and their home circle was enlarged 4 

‘ = _, his interests there and came to this State, locating at by the advent of eight children, five of whom sur- el 

“¢ {)Clinton. When he first arrived at what is now Clin- | vive. They were as follows: Obadiah, Booth, John eu 

~ jton, it was no more nor less than a cornfield. Ile | B., Susan, Mary J., Jonathan, Annie and Betsey, a 5) 
2 c | purchased land from the lowa Land Company, and | half-sister of Mr, Iarrison, . Hf 
a “erected a house on the present corner of Fourth Henry 'T. Iarrison of this history rharried Miss & 
8 avenue and Seeond street, and embarked in the | Ann E, Staveley, April 5, 1866, in England, She : 

4 1 grocery business, and at the same time his son car- | was born March 27, 1847, in Yorkshire, England, §:h) 


aE iried on the hardware business, and was the daughter of Robert and Char Lotte 
f Mr. Young was married to Miss Sarah J. Still- | (Mair) Stavely. Her father was born May 28, 1811; 
i well, Aug. 2, 1834, She was a daughter of Charles | died Aug, 21, 1881, in) Clinton County; her 

Stillwell, of New York, and bore our subject four | mother was born May 26, 1819, in Yorkshire, En- 
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gland, and still survives. The names of their chil- 
dren are as follows: Hannah, Ann E,, John, Edward, 
who died June 9, 1864, in England; Caroline M., 
now Mrs. John Rowe, who was born Sept. 2, 1851; 
Mary died March 18, 1885, and left the following 
children, by name, Stephen W., John G., Eleanor, 
Robert M., Emily and Josiah J. Mrs. Har- 
rison’s parents Came from the old country, as pre- 
viously stated, Her father was a blacksmith by 
trade and served in the old country, becoming 
one of the most accurate and perfect workmen. 
John, his brother, was also a smith by trade, and 
continued it for a number of years. 

Mr. Henry Harrison has been prospered “in 
basket and store” and is to-day one of Clinton 
County’s most successful men, He has no family. 
He is the owner of eighty acres of fine land under 
first-class cultivation and improved to its utmost. 
It is bountiful and prolific in crops. His dwelling 
is a handsome one and his barn is 30x26, while 
smaller out-buildings grace the homestead, They 
were both reared under the doctrines of the Church 
of England, and Mr. Harrison remains an English 
citizen, having never taken Out his naturalization 
papers. 

woo hb eee 


CFPUERON R. BEERS, member of the firm of 
Beers & Eaton, publisher of the Lyons 
Weekly Mirror, was born in Danby, ‘Tomp- 
kins Co., N. Y., Dee. 27, 1835, He belongs to 
that large class of cultured, intelligent and enter- 
prising people who came into Towa from New 
York and the New England States, during its pion- 
eer period, and who have been such important 
factors in developing to so high a degree the re- 
sources which nature has so generously lavished 
upon it. This element of Lowa’s population has 
not only contributed vastly in the development of 
the material resources of the State, until to-day it 
takes a front rank as a producing section of our 
country, but has stood as the champion of enlarged 
and increased educational advantages and facilities, 
as well as manufacturing enterprises. Prior to his 
removal westward, he had passed an active life in 
his native State, and during his boyhood days had 
attended the common schools, and the education 
received in these was supplemented by an attend- 
ance at the Ithaca (New York) Academy. 

It was in the year 1855 that Mr. Beers came to 
Lyons, and in February, 1859, purchased a half 
interest in the Lyons Mirror, which was the out- 
growth of the first paper ever published in Clinton 
County. Since then the career of Mr. Beers has 
been a rare exception in the journalistic profession, 
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for he has continued his association with this paper ‘i 
since that date, a period of nearly thirty years from i) 
the time he first embarked in Western journalism. ~ 
It is a fact, from what reason we need not now dis- 
euss, that editors and publishers change their loca- (sy 
tion more frequently than men in almost any other [yi 
line of business, ‘This fact with reference to Mr.) q 
Beers speaks well for him, and for both his adapta- nie i 
bility to the business and locality, and his appre- "Wy, 
elation by the public. ny s 

He became a Republican upon the organization 
of that grand old party, and has since used both 
his personal influence and the columns of his news- 
paper in the furtherance of its interests. He has 
also labored as devotedly toward the upbuilding of 
his city and county. Besides attending to his 
newspaper business, Mr. Beers served the city of 
Lyons as Postmaster from March, 1879, to Nov. 1, 
1885. 

Mr. Beers was united in marriage with Miss 
Sarah Roe, of Lyons, in 1866. They have a family 
of five children, four daughters and a son. 
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rT DWARKD F. WAUGH., Among the leading 
=} citizens and prominent farmers of Clinton 
_Z County, who are known for their enterprise 
and industry, may be noted the subject of this nar- 
ration. He was born in Mereer County, Pa., April 
25, 1835, and is the son of Isaac and Tamazine 
(Boyd) Waugh. He now owns a neat and handsome 
home lying on section 27, Brookfield Township. 
The parents of Mr. Waugh were of Irish origin, 
but had also Scotch blood in their veins. They 
came to America in 1832, their marriage taking 
place in the old country. Ile was born in 1783, 
and died in 1870. His location was in Pennsylva- 
nia, where he remained about forty years. In1867 
he eame to Lowa and located at Maquoketa, Jack- 


= 
7a) 
; 
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son County, where he remained until the date of i ] x 
his demise. His wife was born May 11, 1800, and il t A 
survives him, living in this township, They were [5 wag) 


the parents of eleven children, two of whom died in 
infancy. They areas follows: William R., Eliza, 
Dora A., Mary, James H., Edward F., John R. EK. — 
(died in the army from the effects of a shell-explo- 
sion at Bristo Station, Va.), Charles EK. and Re- 
becca J. John R. Kk. was the only member of their 
family in the Union army. 

Edward F., Waugh came to Iowa in the year 
1855, and located in Maquoketa, Jackson County, 
this State. He attended the academy of Mercer 
County, Pa., and was in the Meadville College, of 
Crawford County, the same State. He also taught 
school for the first three years of his stay in Lowa, 
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and at the end of*that time entered the firm of | His wife had preceded him to the unknown land Beh 
L 


Waugh Bros. This was a wagon, carriage-mak- | about 1558, 

ing and blacksmithing firm, and with them he Lucas Davis Winne was edueated in the public 

continued twelve years. He then sold out his busi- | schools of his native county, and assisted his father 

ness and moved on a farm, and is now engaged in on the farm until his marriage, which occurred Oct. 

general farming. 8, 1832. His bride was Miss Angelica Pulver, the 

Our subject was united in marriage with Lydia | daughter of William and Barbara Pulver. After 

P. Smith, June 4, #861. She was born Feb, 23, | this event he settled on a farm near the old home- 

1843, in Essex County, N. Y., and is the daughter | stead and was occupied in agriculture until his re- 

of Isaac and Caroline (Potter) Smith. Mrs. Smith | moval to Iowa in the fall of 1854. He proceeded 

was born in the State of Vermont, Oct. 13,1821. He | to Clinton Township, purchased a tract of land on 
was born March 9, 1815, and both he and his wife | section 51 of Eden ‘Township, and assumed the dif- 

survive. They were the parents of four children, | ficulties, toils and hardships of the pioneer settler, 

two now living. ‘Their names were Lydia P,, Sarah His first purchase consisted of 400 acres which cost 

M., Sarah D. and Emma C. They also adopted two | about $8 an acre, It was wild prairie land and 

children, by name Olinton Banks Smith and Willia | very little of the soil had ever been touched by a 

Vinson Smith. Our subject has been the father | plowshare. ‘There was incessant and laborious toil 

of fourteen children—Lester L., born July 16,1862; | before him, but he courageously set himself to 

Etta, born Jan, 8, 1864, died Aug, 21, 1864; | work and prepared his land for the raising of mar- 

Vernon E., born Aug. 9, 1865; Sherman M., Feb. ketable produce. From its primitive condition, he 

8, 1866; Arthur W., Aug. 21, 1868; John C., | has brought about such a change that it is now one 

March 12, 1870; Gertie, Jan, 18, 1872; Allie M., | of the most fertile farms in that portion of the 

Aug. 1, 1873; Birt, Jan, 10, 1876, Charies, June | county, When he came into possession of it about 

27,1877; Anna M., Oct. 1, 1878; Mary, born Jan, | twenty acres of it had been broken, and in the 

28, 1881, died aged eight months; Bird, born Feb. midst of this stood a double log house. Into this 

8, 1882; and Edwin F., Feb. 27, 1884. the family entered, and in a short time established 

Mr. Waugh has 320 acres of land in this town- | themselves comfortably and proceeded to the 

ship which he has accumulated by the labor of his | duties of the hour. 

own hands. Heis aman who holds various township 
offices and is widely respected for his public useful- 
, ness. In politics he isa Republican, and is one of the 
representative citizens and prosperous farmers of 
Clinton County. 


{SO == 


UCAS DAVIS WINNE, This highly es- 
teemed citizen of Eden ‘Township and an 
honored pioneer of the State, is a native of 

New York, and was born in Montgomery County, 

Feb. 13, 1815, so that he has now arrived at the 

good old age of over threescore and ten years. 

=If He was the eldest child of James and Jemima (Van 
| fi Cise) Winne. Their household included five sons 
ne _ and five daughters, nine of whom are still living. 
es <ji) James Winne was a farmer by occupation, the 
“name of his father was Lucas, and he was descended 
) bah from a long line of honorable German ancestry. 
i , They were among the early settlers of the Empire 
Ht Ea: State, and the family lived near Kingston, carrying 
Eas _on the pursuit of agriculture and stock-raising prin- 

Sh e411 cipally. James Winne lived on the old homestead, 
a “whither he had removed from Kingston with his 

| = ay parents when he was six years of age, and remained 

je there until his death, which took place about 1870, 


a 


— 
— 


~1 


MERERECES ENCE cee ecEcEeEr seer esc er 





| 








© OEP SESS EEEP EE SS CEFESSSSS SSIS 





Sere 
2 +1 


ee 


ease 
-—— 


7. 


seceoeeeees 
—— 
= " : 


The present handsome dwelling-house (a view 
of which is given in connection with this sketch) 
bears a fine comparison to the early habitation of 
Mr. Winne and his family, and is a vivid illustra- 
tion of what industry and perseverance may ac- 
complish. It is surrounded by a beautifully shaded 
lawn, and the barns and other outhouses are neat 
and tasteful to a remarkable degree. Mr, Winne 
at present is largely interested in stock-raising, and 
his domestic animals comprise herds of finely-bred 
cattle, thorough-bred horses and Poland-China 
swine, and of these he exhibits some of the best 
animals in this part of the Hawkeye State. 

The family circle comprises eight children, as 
follows: Edmund B., married Miss Harriet Nich- 
ols; he was a soldier in the Union army and guve 
up his life for his country in the hospital near 
Vicksburg. Jemima, deceased, was the wife of Nel- 
son Miller, and the mother of six children; John 
Henry resides in Dakota; Mary Jane became the 
wife of Michael Traver, and their home is at La 
Grange, Ill.; Jacob died at the age of two and one- 
half years; James was married to Miss Della Big- 
low, and their home is in Adams County, Neb.; 
Josephine and William $, are twins, the former is 
the wife of Andrew Taylor, and resides with her 
husband in Wayne County, Neb.; William S, mar- 
ried for his first wife, Miss Deborah Stoller; she 
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barn, garden, etc.,and made other improvements, in, 
| readiness for the arrival of his “love” the follow- 
ing year. ; 
Despite all discouragements and trouble, he—un- 
‘like the youth of to-day, who believes that his wife 
is an ornament to his home and nota helpmeet, and 
that he must attain wealth ere chosing one—unite 
with the lady of his choice, July 26, 1854, at Sa 
bula, believing in her ability to share his fortunes, 
good or bad, nor has he committed an error, Miss 
Christina Anderson was the other contracting party, 
and she was born, Oct. 4, 1830, in Fladersleben in 
Sleswick, She was reared in her native country and 
was & young woman when she came alone to 
Ameriea. For her husband she left her parents, rela- 
tives and friends, and crossed the wide Atlantic to 
meet her lover and with him earn a living in a new 
country, Iler father was wealthy and she left a mag- 
nificent and comfortable home, soon after marrying 
& man with little but his strong right arm and noble 
heart to recommend him, Since her coming both 
parents have died, and they left her a good fort- 
une; but without the endowment of the money the 
incidents of Mr. and Mrs. B.’s life would create a 
story worthy of perusal; would demonstrate strongly 
the undying power of a woman’s love, and would 
prove beyond a doubt that “ truth is stranger than 
fiction.” Entering their new home they labored 
together, without a repining thought or a fear of 
the future. Improvements were daily added to it, 
Which was at first a commonplace and lowly home. 
But their progress was noticeable and soon assumed 
larger proportions, and the neighbors smiled to- 
gether at the well-nigh exhausted theory, that 


died, and he then married Miss Rebecca Pierce. 
He resides on the old homestead, a part of which he 
cultivates. 

Mrs. Angelica Winne departed this’ life Dec. 12, 
1881. With her husband she was an earnest mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal Church, with which 
they had been connected for many years, and to 
which they contributed cheerfully and liberally of 
their means. 

Mr. Winne is a conscientious Republican in pol- 
itics, and during the Rebellion was a stanch and en- 
thusiastic Union man. He held the office of Cap- 
tain, as a commissioned officer, for six years, under 
Govs. Seward and Marey, of New York State. Ie 
cheerfully sent his sons to fight for the preserva- 
tion of the Union, and when ealled upon to suffer 
loss and bereavement in the death of one of them, 
he bravely bore the affliction and was patient under 
the sacrifice. As a man and citizen, Mr. Winne 
has won the warm esteem and the deep respect of 
his community, and the estimation in which it holds 
him should be to him ample reward for all that he 
has suffered, all that he has been deprived of, and 
all the fatigue and toil of the early pioneer days. 
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NDREAS G. BERTELSEN. Resident 
within the borders of Clinton County are 
many citizens whose names are an honor 
« and credit to her records, and prominent 
among these may be found that of our subject. He 
is a well-known and widely respected gentleman 








‘seer teeree 


and citizen, and is noteworthy, not only for 
straightforward and honorable characteristics, but 
for that prosperity and success which gilds its pos- 


‘love lightens labor” as daily they saw it demon- 
strated before them, 


Mr. Bertelsen steadily continued his agricultural 


work and is now the owner of 370 acres. He also 
has more than 500 which are not improved. He 
has made the occupation of farming well-nigh a | 
_science, and has given his friends and neighbors 
something to admire in the deep and profound 
study and subsequent demonstration of agricultural 
art, He also takes an interest in real estate and has 
prospered in almost every venture which he has 
made, reminding one of Midas, in that all that he 
touches turns out a brilliant success. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bertelsen are the parents of five 
children— Andreas P., who is married to Christian 
Powderly, lives at Rhinebeck, Iowa, where he is a 
hardware merchant; Anna C., wife of C. P. L. 
Bauch, is a resident of Maquoketa, Iowa; Maria C., 
inarried to William B, Swigert, editor of the Jack- 
son Sentinel at Maquoketa; Helen C., wife of 
George Koch and residing at Lake Benton, Minn.; 
he isa real estate agent and highly successful in 


sessor with the light of popular admiration. He is 
one of the oldest residents in Clinton County, and 
one of its best-known citizens, and knowledge of 
him, unlike that ‘ familiarity that breeds contempt” 
only serves to show more clearly the real beauties 
of a true manhood and a well-nigh perfect moral 
character, 

Mr. Bertelsen, who lives in Elk River Township, 
on section 45, was born in Sleswick, Holstein, Ger- 
many, Jan. 27, 1852,  Ilis father, Andreas Bertel- 
sen, was 1 German architect, who lived in Sleswick, 
which was then under the Danish Government. He 
died there in 1836. Our subject lived for some | 
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time—more especially during his younger years— 
in the country of his nativity. He was one of a 
» family of seven children, and on coming of age, in 
de 1853, came to America, and in the autumn of that 
year bought 200 acres of land; some years later he 
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purchased 200 more. [le fixed up the house, 
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business; and John H., who was married, Sept. 30, 

1885, in Jackson County, to Miss Maggie Mooney, 

and has an accomplished and refined young lacly 

for his wife; he superintends his father’s farm dur-, 
ing his absence at any time, and takes a hearty in- 

terest in agricultural pursuits. 

In politics our subject was formerly a Republican, 
but subsequently became a Democrat, and labors 
for his principles and party, as he does for every 
other thing, with all the zeal and power which any 
man who desires success should evince in this day 
and age. In religious belief he is a Lutheran, as 1s 
his wife, and they are one in the grace and love of 
the world’s Redeemer, as they have been so long 
united in that tender sentiment which renders all 
the burdens of life light; which makes rough places 
smooth and crooked paths straight. Mr. B. has al- 
ways been active in discharging the duties of life. 
He has slighted no duty in life’s great field of 
action, and as he goes down the hill of life he sees 
the sunlight of approval of a higher power fall 
across his pathway, and knows that to him will be 
spoken the words * Well done, thou good and faith- 
ful servant.” He also knows that should the way 
be dark, there will ever, while life lasts, be beside 
him that faithful companion who has accompanied 
him down the hill of life, and they will ‘sleep to- 
gether at the foot.” 


ILLIAM S$. HOOVER, « prosperous farmer 
of Clinton County, is finely located on sec- 
tion 22. He came to Lowa in March, 
1881, and purchased 240 acres of land 

which constitutes his present home, He has be- 

come one of the favorite citizens of Berlin ‘Town- 
ship, and is a man of influence in his community. 

| Mr. Hoover is a native of Pennsylvania, born in 

{|| York County. is parents were William and 

il Eliza S. Hoover, also natives of the Keystone State, 

il from which they removed in 1862 to Illinois, set- 

ee (22) tling in Bureau County, where they still reside. 


o> 


in 


= — Ie] 


=| 
u 
rel 


SS 


: —_-- 
ent 3 


es 


nen mrnre 





The subject of our sketch was the third child of 

a family of eight, seven sons and, one daughter. 
He was carefully trained by excellent parents and 
s received his education in the common schools. 
is * iy He assisted his father in the lighter labors of the 
ae ae farm, and there acquired those habits of industry 
>. ~ which have been the secret of his success through 
life, He went with his parents when they removed 
srercy tO Illinois, and from there as stated, turned his face 
si to the farther West. Mr. Peck was married in 
An) Clinton County, Dec. 24, 1882, to Miss Lydia Gear- 
a) hart, daughter of William and Kate (Oberholtzer) 
/ Gearhart, natives of Pennsylvania and the parents 
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of five children, one son and four daughters, Mrs. 
Hoover was the youngest child of the family and 
was born after the removal of her parents to Clin- 
ton County; the date of her birth being Dee. 50), 
1859. By her union with our subject she has be- 
come the mother of two children—Eflie M. and 
Minnie I. 

Mr. Peck is a strong Prohibitionist and affiliates 
with the Republican party. He is a friend of uni- 


_ versal system and good order, and is contributing 


his share to the business interests and the mo “al 
welfare of his community. 


AS\EORGE W. PEEK, of Berlin ‘Township, 
f —) “ume to Iowa in 1857, He began at the 
| foot of the ladder in life, without means and 
without the influence of wealthy friends, but 
he was richly endowed with energy and persever- 
ance, and from a poor young man has become a 
wealthy citizen and a leader of the community. 
He began his career as a farm assistant in the 
Hawkeye State. He was frugal and determined, 
lived economically and saved his money, and is 
now the proprietor of 400 acres of valuable land, 
well improved and in a good state of cultivation. 
He occupies a fine dwelling, has good barns and all 
the outhouses necessary for the rearing and pro- 
tection of stock. His land is well drained with 
tiling, and has been carefully subjected to all of 
the modern improvements of the present, diay, 

The subject of our sketch is a native of Saratoga 
County, N. Y., and the date of his birth was Jan. 
11, 1836. His parents were Harmonias and Clar- 
inder (Mosher) Peek. both natives of the same 
| county as their son. They spent their whole lives 
| in their native county and there they are laid to 
| 








—— 


rest, The parental family consisted of five chil- 
dren: Julia A., George W., Andrew J., Arminda 
kK. and Tiram, : 
The father of George W. Peek was a farmer by 
occupation, and our subject passed his early years 
assisting his parents and attending the common 
| schools. When he was fourteen years old, he was 
one day solicited to take charge of the toll gate 
| for two or three days. He accepted the proposi- 
tion, and succeeded so well in his duties, becoming 
so pleasing to the passers-by, that he was persuaded 
to continue the engagement, which he cid for the 
space of four years, earning a1 excellent record for 
his courteous demeanor and general amiability. 
At the expiration of this time, he returned to the 
farm and remained with his parents until he was 
twenty-one years old, He then decided to start 
out for himself and to see something of the western 
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Dr. Smith came to Clinton in 1873, and associat- 
ed himself with Dr. McCormick, an eminent physi- + 


cian of the city. He has mostly devoted his 


4 


country. He crossed the Mississippi, came into 
Towa and engaged to work by the month on a farm 
at Sterling. In due time he was able to rent land 
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and operate on his own account. His first venture 
was at Sabula, lowa, where he located upon a tract 
of land and cultivated it for the next five years. 
Then in the winter of 1863, he came to Clinton 
County and purchased eighty acres in Berlin Town- 
ship on section 10, which remains a part of his 
present homestead. 

Mr. Peek was married in Sarataga County, N. 
Y., Feb, 28, 1859, to Miss Mary Jack, a native of 
New York. Of this union were born eight children, 
two of whom, Agnes and Alice, are deceased, 
The remainder are: Samuel H., Millie M., Clara A., 
George A., Jennis A. and Emma, Samuel married 
Miss Bridget Moore, and resides at Lost Nation, 
Clinton County. They have one child—Winnie. 
Millie is the wife of Scott Lambertson and resides 
at Walton, 

The more than ordinary talents of Mr. Peek soon 
obtained’ due recognition in the community which 
he had selected for his home, and he was soon hon- 
ored with the minor offices of the township. He 





attention to surgery, in which he has attained ereat 
skill, having successfully performed many difficult 
operations, and thus secured the gratitude of a 
large number of patients and the confidence of the 
entire community. | 
In early manhood Dr. Smith was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Claudine Coan, the accomplished 
daughter of W. EF. Coan, Esq., now deceased. Of 
this union no children have been born, 
The doctor is a member in good standing of the 
Clinton County Medical Society, the Iowa State 
Medical Association, and has been County Physi- 
cian for the past nine years, He is also a member 
in good standing of the A, F. & A. M., has been a 
member of the City Council for two years, is active 
in politics and casts his vote uniformly with the 
Republican party. He is a stanch supporter of 
morality and religion, a leading member of his 
profession and a highly respected citizen of Clinton 
County. 


ALEXANDER WATSON, a leading farmer 
and stoeck-raiser of Elk River ‘Cownship, 
owns and occupies a fine estate located on 
section 19, where he is carrying on the 





has been Justice of the Peace for many years, and 
in 1880 was United States Census Taker, Politi- 
cally Mr. Peek is identified with the Republican 
party and conscientiously yotes for the support of 
the principles of that organization. 
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Ni: eee € various branches of his business in a [if | 
bali Me ae — ‘ m5 highly creditable and successful manner. a 
nee IT, SMITH, M. Dis8 prominent physician Mr. Watson is a native of “bonnie Scotland,” |\ip 
| ‘Ih of Clinton, Lowa, 18 a Ree of the Prairie | porn in Perthshire in February, 1855. His father, l 
belt State, born ‘ut Rockford, Ill., March 20, | John Watson, was a native of the same shire, and 

ae 1850. He is the son of if. A. and Sarah | jn early manhood sas married to Miss Jane Stew- 

bee (Brown) Smith, natives of Massachusetts, | art, who had been born and reared near his child- 

3 who emigrated to Llinois in about 1837, The | hood’s home. They were of pure Seottish blood 

ay father was a farmer, descended from a Scotch | and became the parents of ten children, all of whom if 
if pioneer of Massachusetts who came from an excel- | are living with the exception of one, who died at i 

44 lent old family, endowed with all the good qualities | the age of four years. The family came to the tal 
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United States in 1852, and most of them located in 
Tama and Grundy Counties, lowa, After starting 
for this country they were eight weeks on the At- 
lantie, experiencing a tedious and tempestuous voy- 


of a pure Scottish ancestry. There were among 
them large numbers of professional men, physicians, 
lawyers and scholars, people of refined tastes and 
ereat cultivation. 

The subject of this biography spent his boyhood 


nS ) 





a SEY age. ‘They came at once to Iowa, locating in Elk 
6 in Rockford with his parents, obtained his*primary | River ‘Township and engaging in farming, and here 
He education 1 the public schools and the High School, the lives of both parents terminated; that of the 
Hal: supplementing this with attendance at Beloit Col- | mother in 1862, and that of the father, nine years 


lege. Wisconsin, and afterward engaged in the 
study of medicine in the oflice of Dr. Helm, of 
Rockford, Subsequently he took a course of lec- 
tures at the Chicago Medical College, from which 
he received his diploma in 1872, and soon after- , 
ward was appointed Health Physician of the Mercy 
Hospital, a position he held with great credit to 
himself and satisfaction to all concerned, 


later, in L871. 

The subject of our sketch was the third child of 
his parents’ family, and was about eighteen year's 
of age when they left their native Scotland for the 
United States. At the age of twenty-one, i com- 
pany with his brother, he rented a farm which they 
operated for two years, at the expiration of which 
time, Alexander Watson and Miss Elizabeth Perry 
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were united in marriage in this township, this inter- 
esting event taking place Oct. 23, 18538. Mrs. Wat- 
son is the daughter of Matthew A. and Mary 
(Turner) Perry, both natives of Scotland, but the 
father was of French ancestry and descent. ‘The 
decease of the father occurred in Saimt Johns, N. B.; 
the mother died in New York City in about 1860. 
Mrs. Watson was next to the youngest of eleven 
children born to her parents, seven sons and four 
daughters. Ter birthplace was in Paisley, Scot- 
land,-in about 1834. She came to the United 
States alone when she was eighteen years of age, 
preceding her parents five years. She first lived in 
Lowell, Mass., for about five years, after which she 
came West, was married to our subject and became 
the mother of nine children. two of whom are de- 
ceased: Mary is the wife of Elmer. Jaqua and re- 
sides in Lyons, Iowa; Jennie is at home; Jessie is 
the wife of James F. 'Tallett, a telegraph operator, 
and they are living in Nevada, Story Co., Towa; 
Anna is attending college at Lyons; Bessie, Mat- 
thew and John are at home, ‘The deceased are 
Henry and an infant unnamed. 

After his marriage, Mr. Watson rented land in 
this township for about four years. He made his 
first purchase of eighty acres in Elk River Town- 
ship, constructed a farm from the wild prairie and 
sold it at a good profit in 1875. He then pur- 
chased his present homestead which consists of 160 
acres in a good state of cultivation and highly im- 
proved, every acre of it being valuable. Le has a 
200d farm residence, excellent barns and out-build- 
ings, and is enjoying the fruits of his earlier labors 
in solid comfort. He and his wife are members in 
good standing of the Congregational Chureh, and 
in polities Mr. Watson is strongly Republican. 


oS eum KOR m9 Se ee 
em, a a? 


LPHONSO WETMORE, M. D., a prom- 
inent and successful physician and surgeon, 
of Clinton City, has his office at his fine 
residence, No. 408 Kighth avenue, and 
enjoys an extensive and constantly increas- 

ing practice, Dr. Wetmore is a native of Canajo- 
harie, N. Y., born Dee. 3, 1821, and is the son of 
Pythagoras and Nancy (Jessup) Wetmore, natives 
of Connecticut and New York respectively. The 
father of our subject was an eminent attorney and 
=" a skilled surveyor. The parental family comprises 





i four children, viz.: Alphonso, physician and sur- 
tee , geon; Justus F., attorney ; atherine: married Mr, 
\- etl Zelley, who was formerly engaged in mercantile 
(4 pursuits but is now the owner and operator of a 

. hy large steam flourmill; Nancy L. became the wife of | 
= Dr. Horace Gilbert. Mrs. Nancy J. Wetmore de- 
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parted this life in 1875. Her husband survived §: 
her six years, dying Dec. 8, 1881. 

The subject of our sketch remained at home un- 
til seventeen years of age, receiving his primary 
education in the public schools and supplementing 
it by an academic course, After completing the 
ordinary school studies, he entered the office of Dr. 
Joseph White, in his native town, where he took 
up the study of medicine and at the same time was 
employed in a drig-store, being thus occupied for 
five suecessive years, During the winter of 1843— 
44 he attended medical lectures at Albany, N. Y., 
and then established a drug-store in his own town. 
In 1848 he attended another course of lectures at 
Albany, receiving his diploma in March of that 
year. His father had been associated with him in 
the drug business two years. ‘The son now pur- 
chased the father’s interest. and condueted the 
business alone for about fourteen years, during 
which time he was also engaged in the practice of 
his profession, employing clerks to assist in the 
business of the store. 

Dr. Wetmore, in 1859, concluded to try his 
fortunes in a more western region, He came to 
Illinois and located in De Kalb County, where he 
engaged in his profession, riding through the coun- : 
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ties of De Kalb, Lee and Ogle, and building up a 
large practice. He purchased two farms in De | 
Kalb County, one of 120 acres and one of 160, and § 
became the possessor of considerable village prop- : 
erty at Malta. In 1870 he disposed of his property } 
in Mlinois, crossed the Father of Waters and came 
into lowa. He engaged in practice here with the 
same success that attended his earlier efforts, and 
here he has since remained. 

Dr. Wetmore was married, Sept. 12, 1845, to 
Miss Mary Pegg, daughter of Rey. John and Han- & 
nah (Sampson) Pegg, natives of England, who 
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‘ame to America in 1830. The father was located 
at first in New York City, but afterward became a 
member of the Troy Conference. The faithful 
wife and mother departed this life in 1838, and the 
father in 1880, The parental family consisted of 
three children—Jobn, a clergyman; Mary, Mrs. 
Dr. Wetmore, and Eliza, now Mrs. Patridge, of § 
Saint Louis. 

The household circle of Dr, Wetmore and his 
wife comprises four children, of whom the record 
is‘as follows: John A, married Miss Catharine 
Esmay, and they have four children—Mary, A\1- 
phonso, Ellen, and an infant not yet named; Ida 
M. is the wife of G. Hl. Small, of Saint Louis, Mo., 
who is engaged in the commission business; Clara 
M. is the wife of Robert W. Little and lives in 
Missouri; Catharine is unmarried, 

Politically Dr. Wetmore is strongly Republican, 
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i: and is a member in good standing of the Masonic | ment for eight months, remaining there until the |i ye 
© fraternity. Both he and his wife are members and | close. of the war, when he received an honorable} is 
i F 1. tole 
the h 


regular attendants of the Methodist Episcopal | discharge and returned to Camanche. . 
Church, and are valued members of the community | During the winter following, Mr. Muhs attended | 


on 


E in which they reside, the Commercial College at Davenport, and after he | 
: had completed his studies, he engaged for a time Injeee= 


po SEO) hee agricultural pursuits. The wound which he had re-h ,™ 

= ceived, however, prevented him from accom plish-/1) 

~ ETER MUIIS is a fine representative of the ing the labor required on a farm, and he abandoned yee: 

this in May, 1870, to engage in the drug business 5} 

at.Camanche, He was one of the organizers of the ~¥ 

Iowa Distillery Company, formed in 1880, and 

served as secretary. The company erected their 

building that year, and in December began active 

operations, which they continued until August, 

1883, when they became consolidated with the 
Western Export Association. 

Peter Muhs was united in marriage with Miss 
Dora ‘Telfair, April 18, 1867. Mis. Muhs is the 
daughter of James E. and Ellen Telfair, residents of 
Davenport, in which city she was born. ‘The result 
of this union has been four children — Margaret 
Ellen, James Kdward, Farris Sherman and Edith 
Dora, These children are being carefully educa- 
ted and receiving the best of training from teachers 
and parents. The family occupy a fine residence, 
handsomely situated on the banks of the Mississippi, 
and bearing within and without the evidences of 
cultivated taste and ample means, Mr. M. is 
strongly Republican in polities and a member in 
good standing of the A. O. U. W. 
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stanch German element which has so 
eveatly assisted in the development of the 
New World. He is now a resident of Ca- 
manche Village, this county, and ranks 
among its most highly respected citizens. 

The subject of our sketch was born in Holstein, 
Germany, Aug. 13, 1842. THis parents were James 
and Margaret (Wiese) Muhs (a sketch of whose life 
appears in another part of this volume in the biog- 
raphy of Capt. Henry Muhs), He was a lad of six 
years old when his parents came to Lowa and loca- 
ted in Davenport. He there received his early edu- 
“ation in the common schools, and was carefully 
trained by conscientious and worthy parents. 

Mr. Muhs served as a soldier of the Union in the 
late Civil War, as a member of Co, A, 8th Ohio 
Vol. Inf., of which his brother Henry became 
‘aptain, His regiment formed a part of the com- 
mand of Gen. Prentiss’, and our hero was captured 
at the battle of Shiloh, confined in prison at ‘Tusca- 
loosa, Ala., and subsequently paroled at Montgom- 
ery, after which he lay in different parole camps 

for about the space of eight months, He was finally . on 
‘ exchanged and joined his regiment at Saint Louis. ————} 
ry : a4 4 rant , ha We ate a a 
The command subsequently w ent dow n the Missis- OBERT S. RATHBUN,® prominent and sue- 
sippiand engaged in the siege and capture of Vicks- | 
burg, were in the battles of Brandon and Jackson, I 
Miss. In the fall of 1863 they were detailed to \ the corner of Second street and Fifth ave- 
guard the Memphis & Charleston Railroad at Po- XO) nue, enjoys a large patronage and stands 
cahontas, Tenn., and were in that region about six | high in his profession, He is a native of the State 
months. Mr, Muhs then veteranized, and with | of Ohio, and was born Aug. 30,1888. His parents 
his companions, joined Sherman in his meridian | were Nelson and Ellenor (Fox) Rathbun, the 
campaign, THe lay at Memphis as provost guard | father a native of Ohio, and the mother of Penn- 
during the raid of Gen. Forest, in which fight he | sylvania. They removed from the Buckeye State 
took part, the members of his regiment being the | to Iowa in 1839, when their son, our subject, was 
only veterans in the engagement. In the spring of | but an infant, and settled in Cedar County. The 
1865 they’ ern ordered to Mobile, Ala., and be- | father had been an intelligent student of medicine, 
r came a part of Gen. Canby s command, taking part was a man of deep piety, and a local minister of the 
t in oe a Rie aie vias aes 285 BBQs Methodist Episcopal Chureh, of which he is still an 
‘ our subject being the color-bearer for the regiment, | Klder in good standing. After coming into Lowa, 
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In this battle he received a seyere wound in the | he continued his practice for seven years, and be- 
hip and thigh and was sent to the hospital at New ing fond of agricultural pursuits, was also occupied 
Orleans. In about three months he had so far re- | with these at the same time. He is now living in 


'= covered that he was able to assist in the dispensary | retirement at Marion, Linn County, after having 
| apa’ 7 Oy ” sy U i ic aye "yy 7 ° c | 

/; department. From there he served in the medical performed his part well in the drama of an indus- 
; department at Montgomery until it was disbanded. | trious and energetic life. he wife and mother de- 
fl | : 


4 

| 

1 He was then engaged in the Quartermaster depart- | parted this life April 13, 1882, leaving a family of 
: 3 

i? 


i 







™ 





ls je 
iL! a Peeesrssesreceseser ere recess ii G se [S28 $e Seeeesees ose 7 | My 
||P iicherestteesscsecsccesrete tater | > yx < | MAAmaiiaas aia aS | (> — | MMR Cpe] eee ter PETS haaeresy| POTS tester PSTD te fear 
DH Teetabem hier PEI TIL LEN h (cee eek eal sea vetrtnetieerseces sserssreseseeeeeney OF ad |: ities ‘ coceree | EIR Peto Keegy ear WA Fete) Rd eet 
ny Wey Witeeieseetesstecsttneesteectanall Jina letctecisstsepessssssesissse (MOON Ssstsveieeessssecs es ce sess ei 750. ab Sb », iE CTO Et 
14 a 7 : 
Sheri - ef > SEE Oo os 
sg Bir oe i 
+P ’ , a 
; : 
a » ; “ 







































S$, 
rousit ) | 









KRUAXAAAAAES yrxrxrxxs IAP] Tit 

ae etek or te oe wos eeetetttetssttecstcatcetetaeet® | PET iy 

2 Trotitijediiehe tility rt) bores w 4 
y 


Fee SSESE SSE SEG SEES DS SEES ET © & | 
ETAT RATT TTT ETT These) ow TTT aaa 


TETTTVTT Liebe 


CA SKSAPRSRESCEOERISSBREAAREIIARAAAREASORE! 3 
MYEPE reves yererryreererrssy 








C ) ERSRSE CEES fae oe BERIeSTA EEL SITE TRL | M4 4 bey 
frsttis tina iss Aah gt aah. ravrrikrrriiei ri krerrrerrrsixer| | Be OA | ba 


= 
- 
Lal 
_ 
” 







Gb CLINTON COUNTY. 

















five children, the record of whom is as follows: | F., Charles N. and Albert B. The wife and mother 
Robert $., the subject of our sketch, was the eldest | departed this life Aug. 21, 18738, 
son and child; Stephen W. was Captain of Co. B, In 1879 Dr. Rathbun was married the second 
24th Iowa Vol. Inf., in the late war; the three time, the lady of his choice at this time being Miss 
younger children were daughters and named Silvia | Mollie Blacker, a native of Ohio and daughter of 
A., Sabira A, and Josephine 5. Joseph and Hannah D, Blacker. 
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Nelson Rathbun, the father of our subject, was the Dr. and Mrs. Rathbun have a pleasant home 
first Representative sent from Cedar County to the | located on Tenth avenue. They are popular mem- 
State Legislature at Towa City, the Territory be- | bers of society and members in good standing of 
coming a State in 1846, At this time he was also | the Methodist Episcopal Chureh, 


Postmaster and Justice of the Peace, and in the dis- Politically the doctor is strongly Republican, 
charge of his seve ‘al duties reflected great credit | and socially is a Mason and a member of the 
pon himself and upon the judgment of those who G. A. R., and of the A. 0. U; W.. Ip addition to 
had selected him for these nmportant positions. this he belongs to Emulation Lodge No, 245, A. FP. 
Robert S. Rathbun remained at home until he had | and A, M., and Keystone Chapter No, 32, Rn. A, M., 
attained his majority. He was a studious boy and | and Holy Cross Commandery No. 10, K. T’,; and N. 
made good use of his time and opportunities. The | B., Baker Post No, 88. 
time allotted him in college was limited, but by 
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> close application to his books he succeeded in Oob- See OFFI KO Sa 
taining a good education, and from that day to this E 

nec eee me eave ae ack gc ‘OL Cw es ‘ . . HE 

has pursued a course of reading which has pre OHN CALLAHAN, a prosperous farmer of § 






vented his faculties from rusting, and given him 
an insight into all the leading matters of interest : 
of the day and age. At the outbreak of the Re- © isa man highly esteemed by the people for 
bellion, he laid aside personal planus and interests | \\ his earnestness and vigor In his chosen field 


Waterford Township. is of Lrish origin, and 
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7 and proffered his services to assist in preserving of industry. [le is enterprising in fv large degree, : 
the Union. He enlisted, Aug. 13, 1862, for three | and intends to make things move” when he un- ci 
4 years, in Co. B, 24th Iowa Vol. Inf. Me was | dertakes a project. i 
at once promoted Sergeant, and remained with Mr. Callahan was born in County Kerry, Ireland, = 
his regiment throughout the siege of Vicksburg, | June 10, 1830, and is the son of ‘Timothy and i 
ii i ada which he was detailed upon ctor mee Johanna (Collins) Callahan, natives of County nl 
il om the Government, mM Brae. he | Sys awe Kerry, where the father spent his entire life. The ‘ 
. Fic i5| himself, and received as his reward the approval | yyother came to America in 1860; her demise oc- 1 
‘j Uf and confidence of kgs superior officers, Ile wasen- | ¢urred at Chicago and she is buried in Calvary H 
! f gaged in the service three years, during which time | Cemetery. i 
(4), his duties often led him amid scenes of danger and Our subject was the second child in order of _ 
H | hardship. He remained in the service until the close | irth in a family of four children, He grew to ih 
ji} | of the war, when he was honorably discharged and | man’s estate in his native county, and was reared §il¥. 
(en mustered out. The 24th Lowa Waa part of the | ona farm. In the spring of 1848 he set sail from 0 
s | {l 13th Army Corps, and after the fall of Vicksburg, | Liverpool for America, and landed at New York i 
) il Dr, Rathbun was detailed on special duty, and re- | after five weeks spent on the water. He went di- i 
ws Hl h mained engaged on the same until the clése of | peetly to Rome, N, Y., with empty pockets and with (7! 
Ue the war. : at: _ | no prospects for employment. He was, however, i 
fe! After his connection with the service had termi- | fortunate enough to receive the position of em- 
: i q nated, Dr, pentane ae repaired to Tipton, Lowa, and ploye on the public highways at seventy-five cents 1 
~~ wu, engaged i the duties of his profession, After & | per day, he paying all his own expenses. In the {/) 
ed i =}, year’s time, he removed thence to McGregor. This | fall of the year he worked for a time on Black i 
a : was in 1866. Te ene Lyons three years later, | River Canal. In the winter of 1848-49 he worked |” 
7. al qi and to Clinton in 1878, ‘This latter place seemed | on the Erie Canal, excavating the bed of the canal i 
; i i to afford whatavas hitherto lacking, and he perma- | gt sixty cents per day, and paid 82 a week for 9) 
h | nently established himself here. He has built up | poard. Le was unable to secure a fortune at these ic 
fi 4 good practice and is one of the most popular mem- | yates, and in the spring of 1849 he engaged as day id 
54) bers of the profession in the city of Clinton, hand on the New York Central Railway, In the i 
6 | Ip the meantime Dr. Rathbun had been united in | summer he was promoted to the place of foreman 3) 
1 e! marriage with Miss Fatima Rigby, who became | of a section, and was employed by the road until d 
if the mother of four children, viz: Lumurt, Minnie | 1852. In the fall of that year he went to Indiana, i 
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ih where he lived only a short time, and then moved | sailing vessel traversing the northern lakes. Ie 4 
nai: to Adrian, Mich. le was there, by some misman- | followed that business, during the boating seasons, teers 
hee agement, swindled out of the money he had earned, | for seven years, when he returned to the more ~)i% 
Se and, turning about, he went to Chicago, engaging | quiet life of a farmer. 
ne as an employe on the Lake Shore Railroad. In the Mr. Morey was united in marriage, Sept. 14, 
nF spring of 1853 he became foreman of a section on | 1851, with Charlotte J. Mather, daughter of San-. a 
bee the Illinois Central Railroad. Ile then went to ford and Elizabeth (Lepper) Mather. Mrs. Morey | 
Moy Aurora, and was section foreman there until spring, | is a descendant in a direct line from the celebrated te 
bi when he came to Towa and located at Lyons. At | colonial divine, Cotton Mather, so distinguished “yy” 
ne this last city he found employment in a lumber- in the early annals of New England, Besides be- 
hh yard, and lived there two years, taking whatever | ing a great preacher, he was a most indefatigable 
“5 he could get to do and receiv ing his pay out of the | worker in the interest of the colonies, and was one 
Ne store, In 1855 he bought a tract of wild land from | of the celebrated literary characters-of that mem- 
Ng): the Government, located on section 14, Waterford orable period. It will thus be seen that both Mr. “- 
Hel Township. He built a shanty, 12x16 feet in di- and Mrs. Morey come from that excellent New > 
4 mensions, upon it, and commenced farming with | England stock in which conscience seems to have 
/ ne a pair of oxen and two cows. He worked the | been as hereditary as intelligence, and in which the : 
ne oxen the first year and then traded them and | fine accumulative results of the moral struggles and 
nee bought horses, and, time going by, he increased his | triumphs of many generations of “honest lives ap- 
ney stock and bought other land, until he is now the | pear to have been transmitted. Their descendants 
ne: owner of 330 acres of cultivated and highly im- | of to-day have just cause for revering their memory 
bal: proved land, He has erected a handsome residence | and their deeds, and helping to cherish, preserve ‘ 
iE and other frame buildings, and is the possessor of | and hallow their memory, for from their constancy 
pels thirteen head of horses and seventy head of cattle. and patriotism through doubts, dangers and diffi- 
ne Our subject was married, Feb. 1, 1852, to Julia | culties, their independence was maintained, and the n 
Y 8 Callahan, who was born in County Kerry, Ireland, | unprecedented national prosperity has sprung up J " 
h / and came to America at the age of three years. | and demands words of honor and reverence. ‘To fae “ 
i 1 They have nine children, as follows: John, who | those patriots in council, as well as the patriots in le 
MS lives in Welton ‘Township; Daniel, who lives in | the field, all glory! all honor! ‘The parents of Mrs. |e i 
bit Fletcher, Sac County ; Hannah, James, Mary, JeITy, Morey were old residents of Ashtabula County, but l hi 
H + Julia, Ellen and Rose M. were, however, natives of Pennsylvania, and she HT | ' 
hE In polities Mr. C, isa Democrat, and isaman well | was born in Erie County, that State, Aug. 24, ;“ 
i : informed in matters relative to public and private | 1832. r 
i + good, and is recognized by Clinton County as a In the year 1853 Mr. Morey, with his wife, came 
h } first-class citizen and man. to Clinton County, where he bought a tract of land | 7 
val: = and settled near his present homestead, About 
nel: $1 Se two years later he purchased a portion of the farm nal 
— he now occupies. The homesplace comprises 560 if 


D. MOREY, one of the enterprising farmers 
and the leading stock-dealer of Center ‘Vown- 
ship, resides in the southwest corner of the 
township, about four miles west of Elvira. He was 
born in Berkshire County, Mass., July 22, 1830, 
and is the son of Samuel and Orvilla (Holdridge) 
Morey, natives of Connecticut and Vermont re- 
spectively. His father was a farmer by occupation 
and about-the year 1888 removed with his family 
f to Ashtabula County, Ohio. ‘There he bought a 
£ tract of land and continued as an agriculturist the 
remainder of his life, his death occurring there 
about the year 1857. His widow survived him un- 
til about the year 1874, 

Edwin D. spent his early boyhood on the 
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about seventeen years of age, being ambitious to 
og upon the water, he secured employment on a 
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and in attendance upon the district schools. When - 


acres of finely cultivated land, ‘The dwelling is a 
convenient one and well suited to the purposes of | 


a farming life. It is nicely situated in a charming l , a 
maple grove, being, in fact, one of the most pleas- ae = a 
ant homes in the county, His barns, out-buildings ui hed 
angl cattle-sheds are quite extensive, and compare Ale 
with the best class of such buildings in the county. ae cae 


A view of these, in connection with the residence, 
is shown On another page in this volume. Mr. 
Morey, although an extensive agriculturist, is giv- 
ing his attention principally to cattle feeding, graz- 
ing and breeding, in which line he ranks among the 
foremost in the county. 
To Mr. and Mrs. Morey have been born nine 
children, four of whom are deceased. Those liy- 
ing, in order of their ages, are Nathan M., who is 
at home, assisting his father on the farm; Emma 
A., also at home; Edwin A., who is learning the 
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drug business at De Witt; -William A., who is a 
druggist at Cedar Rapids, and Minnie F., who 1s at 
home. ‘Those deceased were an infant unnamed, 
Albert N., Ella C. and Capitola N. Mr. Morey 
has given his children the benefits of a good En- 
glish education, which is generally highly appre- 
ciated by Eastern people. 

In polities Mr. Morey ts a Democrat, and has 
held different offices in his township, among which 
are those of Clerk and Justice of the Peace; he is 
now Township Trustee. When he first came here 
he had but little of this world’s goods, but with 
that perseverance and industry which he inherited 
from his New England ancestry, he at once set 
about to found for himself a home in the new 
county. He now has a competency, and in his 
mature manhood, surrounded by his amiable wife 
and cultured daughters in his pleasant home, with 
their assistance, dispenses a generous and graceful 
hospitality, which was so characteristic of the olden 
time. 
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. ~ AVID BENTLEY. Written among the an- 
‘ nals of Clinton County are the names of 
* 


its citizens, and prominent among them is 
that of our subject, who was born in War- 
ren County, N. Y., Dee. 16, 1806, He is deserving 
of more than a passing notice for his enterprise and 
industry, and for the energetic spirit of manhood 
which at all times has won him the respect of his 
associates. His father, Richard Bentley, was one of 
the pioneers of Warren County, N. Y. He owned 
land and was a farmer in the town of Queensbury, 
and died there in 1842. His wife’s maiden name 
was Dinah Vaughan, She was a native of Wash- 
ington County, N. Y., and died a few years subse- 
quent to her husband’s demise, 

Our subject was the second child in order of 
birth in a family of seventeen, thirteen of whom 
reached man and womanhood, He made his home 
with his parents and assisted in the support of the 
family until he reached the age of twenty-fwo 
years. He had nothing to recommend him but his 
unvarying good health, and going to Sanford’s 
Ridge, he opened a grocery store and conducted it 
one year, winning the liking and esteem of those 
about him by his uprightness and honorable deal- 
! ‘ing, He then returned and bought ten acres of 
pits land and a water-power and sawinill, and the fol- 
ty 4} lowing year he built a carding and fulline mill and 


2 *. baa operated the sawmill with it and a trip-hammer, 
Hea He continued this till 1835, at which time he de- 
‘ae | AH cided upon agriculture. Buying forty acres of 

[7 =a land, rocky and wild, he engaged at farming and 
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remained till 1841. In the fall of that year he sold 
out, and, accompanied by his wife, children and 
three other families, started for the Territory of 
lowa. They made the entire journey overland, 
and the company arrived December 15, in Jackson 
County, hey carried with them cooking utensils 
and made themselves as comfortable as possible 
under the circumstances. The trip occupied seven 
weeks. On their way they crossed the Mississippi 
River at Savanna, and came to Maquoketa, One 
dwelling was there at the time, a log buildin 
owned by John Goodenow. 
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s 

For nearly six weeks the family stopped with 
Mr. Bates, and during that time our subject bought 
a ¢laim On seetion 31, Maquoketa ‘Township, A 
small log house stood on the tract and into this the 
family moved. ‘There they lived a few weeks, and 
in the meantime Mr. Bentley built a frame house of 
oak lumber, which he procured at Sabula. In 
March, 1842, his family moved into the residence 
prepared for them, and he commenced labor on the 
land. ‘The Indians were numerous in the locality 
where he settled. By giving thein a small present 
he secured the privilege of settling among them, 
and of course subsequently entered the land. The 
Indians afterward became angry, and quite a party 
of them, about twenty-live or thirty, came to his 
residence determined to hang him, but Mr. Bentley 
succeeded in pacifying them and they left without 
doing him any harm. Dubuque and Davenport 
were the nearest markets and were the depots for 
supplies. Mail came from Maquoketa once each 
week, and was carried on horseback,  Ilis stock at 
the beginning consisted of a pair of horses and one 
cow. On so small a beginning he, however, suc- 
ceeded; his land grew under his cultivation, pro- 
lific and valuable, and the family made their home 
at this place until 1875, when he bought in South 
Fork Township, and they lived there till 1882. 
At that time they moved to the place he now occu- 
pies in Brookfield Township. 
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Le left the estate of single blessedness and se- 
lected a life companion in the person of Lorinda 
Burnham, June 14, 1832, Mrs. Bentley was born 
in Washington County, N. Y., and is the daughter 
of Ashbel and Lydia A. (Agers) Burnham, Her 
father was born in Vermont and her mother in 
New York. ‘They were the parents of nine chil- 
dren, six of whom survive. ‘They are as follows; 
Wright, living in Brookfield Township; Harriet, 
wife of. Hiram Loekwood, living in Brookfield 

| ‘Township; Adelia, Mrs. William Dunlap, of Jack- 
son County; Anna, wife of Jesse Anderson, of 
Brookfield Township; Albert living in Jackson 
County, and Mary, Mrs, Dan Beaver, of Jackson 
County. Jerome, the second son is deceased ; 
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Julia, the third daughter, married Reuben Conry; 
she is deceased, and Steven died also, 
Mr. and Mrs. Bentley have spent a useful and 


fiftieth anniversary with friends and children gath- 
ered about, not long since. Many valuable pres- 
ents were bestowed upon them, each being the re- 
cipient of gold-bowed spectacles. Not only were 
the gifts from friends and neighbors acceptable, as 
serving’ to show the spirit and feeling toward them, 
but the tender memoriesof a half century were the 
noblest and truest spirit that pervaded their sur- 
vey of the past. 
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| (pecan H, THAYER, editor of the Clinton 
: Age, was born in Windham, Me., Nov. 
i Iz 27, 1832; came to Cleveland, Ohio, in 









May, 1850, read law in that city, and in the fall of 
1852 was admitted to practice in all the courts of 
that State. In May, 1853, he came to Muscatine, 
Iowa, and that same month was admitted to the 
practice of law in the district courts of the State, 
and a few months later was admitted to practice in 
the Supreme Court. 

In 1855 Myr, ‘Thayer was elected, on the Demo- 
cratic ticket, Prosecuting Attorney of Museatine 
County, the opposing candidate being on the Know- 
Nothing ticket. He was elected Judge of Musca- 
tine County in 1857, and re-elected in 1859. In 
1860 he was a delegate to the Democratic National 
Convention, held in Charleston and Baltimore, and 
as such delegate voted fifty-seven times for Stephen 
A. Douglas as candidate for the Presidency. 
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Daily Courier, and in June, 1868, moved to Clin- 
ton, Iowa, and commenced the publication of the 
Clinton Age, which paper he has continued to edit 
and publish to the present time, Through the Age 
and personally he has taken a conspicuous part. in 
advancing the local interests of Clinton. THe was 
largely instrumental in the removal of the county 
seat to that city, being Chairman of the committee 
on removal, and was active in the organization of 
the Midland Railroad Company. He also originated 
the so-called Southwestern Railroad project, a road 
now operated from Clinton via Towa City to the 
+ What Cheer coal fields; the building of that road 
also brought to Clint m the Chicago, Burlington «& 
Quincey Railroad. 

In L876 Mr. ‘Thayer was appointed Receiver of 
the Southwestern road, and as Receiver he built 
the road from a junetion with the Burlington, 
Cedar Rapids & Northern Railroad to Iowa City. 
Ile was an industrious and energetic worker in 








SSSsSseeereseee een eve eeeenree 


rifflistiieriiliistt it! 
- 











Noo} 


Oy © 
ame 


eens ee SA AEIIEAE AEA 
TUPERTURTTVVEVTV ETT TOE Ta TT Eee at at TTT ies 






eee ee OES STEPS SETS Fs 
7 ts Ee va, ae thosdeeeel T ye heh 


Pidieretiilegietiiiset thecceeenl Iapees: 
Sbeeseetesebesstesse esse sees 3! 





companionable life together, and celebrated their 











In 1861 Mr. Thayer established the Muscatine 
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securing the Clinton water-works system, and for ( 
several years was Secretary of the company. In 
1875 he was elected a member of the lower house 
of the Sixteenth General Assembly, and the follow- 
ing year was appointed by Goy. Kirkwood a Di- 
rector of the State Normal School, located at Cedar hry 
Falls, which school he assisted to organize; for ten 
years he served as Director, and for four years was | 
President of the Board, In.1876 he was a delegate to ~ 
the Democratic National Convention, held at Saint 
Louis, and took an active part in the nomination of 
Samuel J. Tilden for the Presidency. In 1884 he was 
elected a, Delegate-at-Large to the Democratic Na- 
tional Convention at Chicago, and used his influ- 
euce in favor of the nomination of Grover Cleve- 
land; and.was the lowa member of the committee 
that framed the Democratic National Platform of 
that year, 

In September, 1885, Mr. Thayer was appointed, 
by President Cleveland, Postmaster of Clinton, 
entering upon the duties of the office on the 1st of 
March following. 

On the 18th of October, 1858, Mr. Thayer was 
married to Miss Delia EK. Payne, of Essex County, 
News, the issue of that union being three daugh- 
ters—Nellie, Maude and May. : 

The history of Mr, Thayer presents the record of 
an exceptionally busy life, the result of an active 
mind and energetic disposition, and he has always 
discharged the duties assigned to him by the con- 


fidence of his fellow-citizens with credit and 
fidelity. - / 
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_ ANS P. CHRISTENSEN is a general farmer 
residing on section 380, Brookfield 'Town- 
ship. He was born in Denmark, Noy. 28, 
1856, and is the son of Ole and Inger 
(Frederickson) Christensen, both born and reared 
in Denmark. He received a practical farm edueca- 
tion in this country, and was by profession a car- 
penter, Both of these occupations he followed, and 
also is a musician Of no mean ability and a tele- 
graph operator. The father of Mr. Christensen 
was born Feb, 9, 1820, and his mother July 11, 
1819. They came to America in 1869, and landed 
at Castle Garden, N. Y., May 5, They almost ink 
mediately emigrated West and purchased eighty 
acres Of land of John ‘Twist. This was nearly all 
uncultivated and unproductive until improved and 
cultivated by its owner, 

Mr. Ole Christensen has three children living and 
one deceased, ‘They are as follows: Jens P., born 
Sept. 2, 1544, who married Miss Sidsel M. Nielsen. 
His twin brother died at the age of four years. 
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: ~~ ' name was Mary Raynard, born also in Lincolnshire, 

prominent citizens, successful farmers and | ys, Boothby of this notice remained with her par- #4) 

goodly land-owners of Deep Creek Town- — ents until her marriage with our subject. She has | 
; ship, is the gentleman whose name heads this bio- | become the mother of twelve children, three of | 
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Jens Christensen lost his wife by death and was 
again married April 28, 1886, the lady of his choice 


grandchild of Mr. Christensen and was adopted by 
him soon after her birth. She was bor n Aug. 6, 


Caroline F. Roden, Aug. 20, 1578. She was born 
Nov. 27, 1855, in Scott County, Iowa, From their 
union have sprung five children—Nora EK, Chris- 
tensen, born June 15, 1879, in Hodgeman County, 
Kan.; Edward A., April 26, 1881, in Clinton 
County, Iowa; Louis K,, Aug, 30, 1882, in this 
county, EsthersS., born Noy, 2, 1884, in this county ; 


Emmet County, Iowa, He isat the present writing 
doing a general farming business. He is an active 
and enterprising man and has made progress on his 
farm, and is a musician acting in the capacity of 


bands, and also composed it for them, With his 
companions, he furnishes music for balls, parties, 
ete., and bas been the acknowledged leader of music 
in this part of the county for the last six years, and 
is the possessor of a violin which cost him $50, As 
might be imagined, it isa fine instrument of the 
Stradnarius model. He also plays the clarionet and 
cornet, and is considered one of the best musicians 
of his class in the county. 
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HRISTOPHER BOOTHBY. 





— 


One of the 


CLINTON COUNTY. 





born in the same shire as her husband, and also died 
about the same year. The parents had five sons 


being Emma A. Roden, Niels P. born Dec, 5, and five daughters: Elizabeth became the wife of 
1850, and Hans P. ‘of this sketch. Mary is 2 George Moore, and they both died in England; 


William departed this life at Cleveland, Ohio, where 
he had lived for many years, being by trade a ship 


was united in marriage with Thomas Gibson in the 
mother country, and after the death of her husband 
married Benjamin Bryant, and is a resident of Jack- 
son County, this State, where her second husband 
died ; 
this notice; Thomas Is 
and is a farmer by vocation ; 


living in Jackson County, 
Robert died at Cleve- 


of William Kitchen, a miller by trade, and a resi- 
dent of Savanna, Ill; John married Knnma Shep- 
herd, and is engaged in farming in Carroll County, 
Il. 


remuneration for his services. His ‘parents were 
poor but honest, and his good mother instructed 
him at home, which was about all the education he 
received, except that of a practical nature. When 
our subject was but a boy he went forth to fight 
the battle of life single-handed and alone, and be- 
gan as a farmer’s boy. He continued to work at 
that vocation for others until his marriage, which 
took place in Lincolnshire, in 1845, Miss Mary Gar- 
niss, a native of that shire, becoming his wife. She 
is the daughter of an English farmer, John Garniss, 
and was born Nov. 4, [x22 Her mother’s maiden 


the next in order of birth ts the subjeet of 


and Martha L.,WJuly 23, 1886, also in this county. | land, Ohio; Sarah married Edward Kitehen and § 
Mr. G. is the owner of eighty acres of land in | they are living in England; Faith became the wife — } 


; 
leader and teacher of the brass band, He is also — Christopher Boothby had but little advantages in 
leader in the Christensen & Bros. String Band. | the way of rec eiving an education, on account of § 
The former is known as the Lost Nation Brass | being compelled to assist in the maintenance of the if 
Band, He has arranged music for the two — family from the time he was old enough to receive {1 


1869. carpenter; Hannah was married to Henry Toplin, 5) 
. “ ae . . Md LJ ° ° nd ») . 
Mr. Christensen of this notice married Miss | and they are living in Lincolnshire, England; Luey 
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| graphical notice, residing on section 19. He is aself- whom are deceased, and aul of the living are mar- 
a made man in every respect the word implies, and by ried except two: Mary is the wife of George | 
energy and perseverance, coupled with the active Mundy, a farmer of Cherokee County, Lowa; au 
- co-operation of his good helpmeet, has succeeded in Thomas is united in marriage with Ellen Fatchett, “8 
° fl securing a handsome competency. He is the owner and is a successful farmer also residing in Cherokee &- 
a o 640 acres of land, located on sections 19°and 20, | County; William is a successful farmer and stock- E | 
-. mun Deep Creek ‘Township, which have been acquired raiser residing in Cherokee County and was married fo) 
oy hiby hard, honest toil. to Miss Hannah O'Neil; George married Elizabeth | 
th Mr. Boothby was born in England, March 2, Waters, and is eng: aged in farming in Deep Creek | 
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1825. Wis father, ‘Thomas Boothby, a native of 
Cr atolaaice, that country, was a poor man and a 
Uae farmer by calling, and followed his vocation until 
Vis demise in his native land, which took place 
i tT when he was about seventy-two years of age. Our 
was formerly a Miss Mary Green, 
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‘Township; Fred was ‘united in marriage with Kate 
Disher, and is engaged in farming in Cherokee 
County; Lucy married Mr. Wesley Bryant, also a 
farmer of that county; John was united in marriage 
with Lydia Ward and lives in Deep Creek ‘Township; 
Robert resides on the old homestead, and, to- 
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vether with one of his brothers, cultivates the same, 
the brother being Martin. ‘The deceased are Chris- 
tupher, George and Franklin, ' 

After marriage our subject continued to reside 
in his native land until April 4, 1854, when, hoping 
to better his financial condition in the free republic 
beyond the sea, he set sail for this country, arriving 
in New York City about the middle of the follow- 
ing May. He did not tarry in the crowded me- 
tropolis of the Kast, but pushed West, and on the 
2d of June of that year arrived in this State and 
located at Sterling, Jackson County. In the neigh- 
borhood of that place he was engaged in farming 
“on shares’? until 1865, when he came to Deep 
Creek Township and took up land, where he 
has since continued to reside. He owns 200 acres 
of his original purchase, and subsequently added an- 
other 200 to the same, and still later purchased 240 
more, making a grand total of 640 acres that he 
owns in this county, and the major portion of which 
is under an advanced state of cultivation. A.view 
of his residence is shown On another page of this 
work. The family are all members of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, and are respected and hon- 
ored citizens of the county. Politically Mr. B, is 
identified with the Republican party, and an earn- 
est advocate of the principles which it advocates. 
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—_ KERMAN A, FICKE, dealer in agricultural 
implements at Wheatland, was born in Ger- 
many Dee, 10, 1828. He came to America 
\)) when he was fourteen years of age with his 
parents, and settled in Scott County, where he lived 
at home until he was twenty-seven years of age. 
In 1873 he left the farm and came to Clinton Coun- 
ty, where he engaged in mercantile pursuits and in 
handling agricultural implements, most of the time 
in Wheatland. Te is now engaged with farming 
but also sells farm machinery. He is the owner of 
415 acres, most of which is in a tillable condition. 

He was married in Scott County in 1855, to Ag- 
nes ‘Thompson, who was the daughter of Hugh M, 
and Jennie (Robinson) Thompson, natives of Scot- 
land. Mrs. Ficke was born in Davenport, in 1846. 
They have been the parents of eight children, seven 
of whom survive—Jennie, Elizabeth, Henry, Hugh, 
Julius, Agnes and Ella. They have buried one 
child, Herman, who died at the age of seven, Mr. 
Ficke and wife are both useful members of society, 
and he has been a member of the Couneil for five 
years. He has also served on the School Board for 
two years, and is largely interested in educational 
matters. | 

Hugh M, Thompson, father of Mrs. Ficke, was a 
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member of the Legislature from Scott County for . 
several years. They reside in that county and he hi S 
is a farmer. be 

The parents of our subject were Christopher and | 
Bettie (Present) Ficke. ‘They were natives of Ger- |} 
many and came to America in 1842, settling in| 
Scott County. He died in April, 1883, In Daven-| 
port, while his wife, who survives him, still remains | he 
in that city, 

Mr. Fiecke has shown himself aman of large busi- 
ness ability, with a true knowledge of agriculture and 
the means of perfecting it, and he has also shown 
that a solid knowledge of industry of any kind is 
not Incompatible with advancement Trom a public 
point of view, He is a man who serves the people 
well, his occupation better, and his home and loved 


ones best, 
Te OR 


APT. JOHN M:. JORDAN. Among the 
successful and energetic farmers of Clinton 

' County there are many who have a record 
made during the late Civil War that is an honor to 
themselves and their families, and among this num- 
ber is Capt. John M, Jordan. When the war was 
over he went to Michigan, doffed his uniform, laid 
aside his accouterments, and engaged in the peace- 
ful pursuits of life, and there lived until he came 
to this county, and is now residing on section 5, 
Orange ‘Township, where he follows the noble eall- 
ing’ of a farmer, 

Capt. John M. Jordan was born about forty miles 
above Montreal, Province of Quebec, May 22, 
1838. His father, Josiah Henry Jordan, was born 
near Boston, Mass. “When Josiah Henry was quite 
young his parents moved to Chester, Vt., where 
he grew to manhood. During the War of 1812 he 
was a sutler in the United States Army and was 
present and took a hand in the battle of Plattsburg. 
After the war was over he learned the trade of a 
tanner and currier and went to Canada, where he 
engaged in that business on his own accord, at 
saint Andrew’s. He afterward sold his interest 
there and accepted a position as foreman in a large. 
tannery, and worked in that position until 1848. 
He then removed to Michigan, and made settlement 
in Lenawee County, and was occupied in working 
‘ut his trade for a few years, when he bought a farm 
in Madison ‘Township, in that county, and worked 
at that calling until 1865, It was during the lat- 
ter year that the father of our subject came to this 
county, and located in Orange Township, and here 
lived, a law-abiding and respected citizen, until his 
death. He had decided political views, and during 

| his residence if Canada refused to swear allegiance 
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? a Whig until the formation of the Republican 
party, when he joined its ranks and always voted 
with it and worked for its success until his death, 
which occurred Aug. 11, 1877. ILis wife's maiden 
name was Catherine Miller, and she was born in 
Riviere du Loup, Province of Quebec, and was of 
Seotch parentage. The two old folks were the par- 
ents of seventeen children, and our subject was ten 
years old when his parents removed to Michigan. 
It was in the latter State, in Lenawee County, 
that Mr. Jordan of this notice was reared to man- 
hood, His early education was received in the 
eommon schools, and he was brought up to the in- 
dependent calling of a farmer. When he was 
twenty-one years of age he engaged to learn the 
trade of a blacksmith and carriage-ironer, and was 
oceupied in working at that until 1862. During 
this year Mr, Jordan enlisted as a private in Co, C, 
18th Mich. Vol. Inf., the date of his enlistment be- 
ing August 2. He was mustered in as a private 
and served one year and eight months as such, 
when he was discharged to receive his commission 
as First Lieutenant of Co. F, 12th Tenn, Vol Cav. 
Ile was soon after commissioned Captain of the 
same company, and served as such until the fall of 
1865. During the time he belonged to the Michi- 
gan regiment he was detailed to do duty in the 
secret service, After joining the Tennessee regi- 
ment he participated in the following battles: Rich- 
land Creek, Pulaski, Tenn., and then confronted 
Hood’s army at Florence, Ala, At one time, while 
at Shoal Creek, Ala., he lived five days on nothing 
but parched corn, After that he was in the battles 
of Columbia, Spring Hill, Franklin and other bat- 
tles in and around Nashville. On the second day 
of the battle of Nashville he received a wound in 
the left arm, which necessitated amputation at the 
elbow. After passing 2 month at the hospital he 
received a furlough of forty days and went home. 
Ife was then detailed by Gen. Rousseau as a mnem- 
ber of the court martial at Nashville, and later was 
detailed to do special duty and visited different 
commands. After this he returned to Nashville 
| and then went to Kansas, where he was appointed 
H_.. Provost Marshal at Lawrence. He received his 
an discharge at Fort Leavenworth, Kan., in the fall of 
|: 4) 1865, when he returned to Nashville, where he was 
tae 


paid off, 
fi ~~ After the war was over Capt. Jordan went to 
| ip Michigan, and in 1866 came to this county and lo- 
Ee cated on the farm on which he is at present resid- 
Mating and which he had previously purchased. He 

divas married to Sarah KE, Nowels, Sept. 29, 1868. 
Bee) She was born in Scott County, Iowa, and is a daugh- 
ter of G. R. and Emily (Weaver) Nowels, pioneers 
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After coming to this county he was | of that county. 
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eame to Iowa in 1851. Mr. and Mrs, Jordan have 
been blest by the birth of nine children—Kittie M., 
Louis E., Ora E, (died in infancy ), Jessie M., Edith 
I.. Joanna E., John M., Sarah L. and Olivetta. 

In politics Capt. Jordan votes with the Repub- 
liean party. Ile is at present Justice of the Peace, 
and has held the offices of Township Clerk, Col- 
lector and Constable, and is one of the respected 
and honored citizens of Clinton County. Mrs. 
Jordan is a member of the Methodist Xpiscopal 
Church. 

SE 


RS. MARGARET JANE MILLIGAN, nee 
Gant, now residing in Elvira, was horn in 
Westmoreland County, Va., Dec. 10, 1822. 
She is the daughter of James and Elizabeth 
Gant. Her father and mother were both natives 
of Pennsylvania, and both their parents came from 
[reland and settled at an early day in that State. 

Mrs. Milligan, when a girl. attended the district 
echools of her native county, and on the 17th of 
February, 1842, she was married to David Nelson 
Milligan. He was also a native of the same county 
and State as herself. He was born Jan. 24, 1821, 
and was the son of James and Deborah Milligan. 
His parents were farmers and natives of Pennsyl- 
yvania, though descended on both sides from a long 
line of Scottish ancestry. 

After their marriage, Mr. 
tinued to live in Westmoreland County, where he 
varried on his trade, that of a shoemaker. In the 
spring of 1852 they decided to move West, and 
landed in Clinton County, Iowa, April 6 of that 
year. Mr. Milligan bought a tract of land in Cen- 
ter ‘Township and engaged in farming, which he 
eontinued until his death, Keb. 21, 1856. 

Mrs. Milligan continued to carry on the farm 
until 1880, when she bought a lot and erected a 
eomfortable cottage home in Elvin, She now 
rents her farm, which comprises eighty acres. It is 
located about a mile south of the village. 

As the fruits of her marriage Mrs. M. had four 
children, viz.: Sarah Elizabeth, born Dec. DANE 
1842, died Oct. 29, 1862; David N., born Feb. 3, 
i844, died Feb, 21, 1855; Margaret [llen, born 
Feb, 19, 1845, died March 14, 1861; James Seott, 
born March 31, 1849, died Feb, 1, 1877, All of 
these children, as did their father, died of con- 
sumption. 

Mrs. Milligan is a devout member of the United 
Presbyterian Chureh, She stands high in the es 
timation of the community as an earnest Christian, 
walking in the straight and narrow path, and also 





and Mrs, Milligan con- 


as a wide-awake, efficient manager of her business. & 
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RAMELL J. HINCKLEY was born in 
Chatham, Middlesex Co., Conn., Jan, 11, 

1814. His father, Isaac Hinckley, is a native 

of the same county, and his grandfather, Ariel 
Hinckley, was a farmer and spent his entire life in 
Connecticut. The father of our subject grew to 
manhood in that State and married Sarah Shepherd, 
In 1815, accompanied by his 


| 


also of that county. 
wife and seven children, he started with two pairs 
of oxen and a wagon for the Far West. He made 
his way overland to Cuyahoga County, Ohio, and | 
hought timber land. locating in the town of Brook- 
lyn, six miles from Cleveland, and was one of the 
pioneers there. He built a log house, into which | 
they moved and commenced improving his land. 
(same supplied them with meat, but bread stuff was 
lacking, and hominy had to take its place toa large | 
extent. He lived to see the country well devel- 





oped, and had cleared a large farm, on which he 
died March 7, 1852, at the advanced age of seyen- 
ty-eight years, nine months and six days. Mrs, 
Hinckley died Noy. 5, 1858, aged ecighty-seven 
years, seven months and eight days. She was of 
Scotch origin, and inherited the pluck and perse- 
verance characteristic of that nation. 

Kight children were born of this union, of whom 
our subject was the youngest child, and was one 
and one-half years of age when his parents moved 
to Ohio, so that his childhood was spent in a pio- 
neer country. As soon as he was old enough, be- 
ing of an industrious disposition, he helped his 
father in clearing the farm. He is mechanically 
inclined and has worked some at cabinet-making, 
though his principal employment has been farming. 
His home he made under the parental roof until | 
L844. 

On the 11th day of September, 1844, he started 
wifth his family for the Far West. Traveling with 
a pair of horses and a wagon, and carrying their 
cooking utensils with them, they camped and made | 
themselves comfortable by the way, and on the 11th 
of October arrived at Jackson County, their point 
of destination. There he rented a farm until May, 
1847, when he came to Clinton County and made a 
claim on section 7, Bloomfield Township, and two 
years later entered the land at the Government office 
in Iowa City. 
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IIe married, Aug. 25, 1858, Anna KE. Williams. H 
who was born in Bennington County, Vt.. Sept. 10, Bees 
1816. Ter father, Daniel Williams, was a native 


moved when young to Vermont. He married inti pe 
that State, Elizabeth Muzzy, who was born in Ja- ‘| , 
maica, Windham Co., Vt. In 1831 they removed Bea] 
to Ohio and settled in Cuyahoga County, where he | 


died at the age of ninety-four years and six 
months, Mr. and Mrs. Hinckley have had sixteen 


children, of whom twelve grew to maturity. Jared, 
Madison and Clark served in the late war; the sec- 
ond named son died almost immediately after his 
discharge. 
—~> 
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)) \ AVID DREW. It takes a combination of 
y all vocations as well as professions to make 
Oz a. prosperous country. Clinton County has 
obtained her prominence as a rich agricult- 

ural district through the combination of the dif- 
ferent vocations, and also through the active and 
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energetic labors of her business-men, Prominent 
among the well-to-do and self-made men of. this 
county, who are closely identified with the devel- 
opment of the community in which is located the 
thriving little city of De Witt, is David Drew. en- 
gaged in mercantile pursuits at that place, 

David Drew was born in Sussex County, N. J., 
Sept. 19; 1836. Tis father, Samuel Drew. was 
likewise born in the same county. and Gilbert Drew, 
grandfather of our subject, was a half-brother of 
Daniel Drew, an early pioneer of New York, and 
a gentleman of considerable prominence. The 
grandfather was a farmer: and stock-dealer, and 
died in New Jersey about 1850, having become 
the father of twenty-one children, David’s father 
grew to manhood in his native county; was reared 
ona farm and there married to Susan Longwell, 
also a native of Sussex County. Samuel was the 
youngest son of his father’s family and fell heir to 
the old homestead, and continued in agricultural. 
pursuits on the old home farm until his death, 
His wife died there also. They were the parents 
of five children of whom David was the eldest. 

David Drew was brought up on his father’s farm 
and reared as a farmer’s boy. He attended the 
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common schools (luring the winter seasons anc 
passed his summers in assisting his father on the 
)} farm. His life was thus spent until he was nine- 
teen years of age, when he engaged as clerk in a 
general store at Chester, Orange County. He con- 
tinued to act in the latter capacity for two years 
~ and three months for one firm, and then for another 
a year longer, after which he returned to Hamburg, 
Sussex Co., N. J., and again clerked for another 
year, It was at this time in his life’s history that 
he came to this county and located at De Witt. 
i There he clerked for J. Vandergriff, Jt. i. UO. 
all and was with them for three years. He then re- 
ty. hl turned to New Jersey, and worked in the store of 
(joe R. E. Edsall & Co. 

In September, 1863, Mr. Drews returned to this 
a) county in the interest of his employers, and Mr. 
Vandergriff for whom he had previously clerked, 
having died, Mr. Drew took charge of his store in 
‘the interest of his employers, R. E. Vandergriff & 
Co. In April, 1864, the present firm of Charda- 
-yoyne, Drew & Co, was formed, and since that 
time has been doing a good and constantly imcreas- 
=| ing business, it having been in existence for up- 
ward of twenty-two years. Mr. Drew has had sole 















| a 


— — 


* ¢ 
a, 
——_ 


— 
) ie 
ATE 

— 


S| a. 


ie 
<a ; —= T+ 


t a , = 
Ny a 

Po a \ 
Cin =) 

og Oe \ *" ) oe 


saad Dea Oe 


Ir Sa 
pe rire ae Cae 


att 


‘ 
al 


CLINTON COUNTY. 











AaiTh 








charge of the business, his partners both living im 
the East. and his former employer, R. E. Edsall, 
being one of them, In April, 1886, Mr. Drew pur- 
chased the interests of the other partners and con- 
tinues alone in the business. 

The marriage of David Drew occurred 
1864, when Sarah J. Lee became his wife. 
born in this county Aug. 25, 1845, and is a daugh- 
ter of Edward R. and Mary J, (Ilatfield) Lee, and 
granddaughter of ‘Thomas Hatfield, an old pioneer 
of this county. Three children have been born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Drew, of whom Ella died when five 
years of age; Bertie was born April 22, 1877, and 
Willie, May 30, 1880. In politics, Mr, Drew votes 
with the Democratic party. He is at present City 
Treasurer and has held the office for many years, 

Mr. Drew has won his way in the world by hon- 
est and straightforward dealings with his fellow- 
man and may be considered a self-made man in 
every respect. He started in life with nothing but 
his own indomitable energy, and what he has of 
this world’s goods, which is an abundance, he has 
made himself, He is one of Clinton County’s most 
respected and honored citizens, and has been a 
great help to the thriving village in which he lives. 
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ki now begin a brief outline 
* historical sketch of the 
en county, which includes 
some of the fairest, most 
fruitful and productive 
lands in the State. It pos- 
sessed many of the charms 
that were likely to attract the attention 
and receive the favor of the pioneer seek- 
ing a home in a new country, the fine 
points of timber, high rolling land, run- 
ning water, and the absence of all those 
things which were popularly supposed to 
produce prevalent sickness in a new coun- 
try. The lives of the citizens of this 
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county have, with few exceptions, been those of 
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nf * peaceful farmers and townsmen, busy in the affairs 
Ti of domestic life. No fratricidal strife, no display 
Dee of brothers in battle array with deadly cannon and 
th {all the dread habiliments of war, are portrayed 
a : here, Thus the historian has no startling tales to 
i ; tell. Still as the current of your own majestic 
nt Father of Waters, with a few swells in the stream 
hf : of life, when wars, waged beyond the limits of the 
nee present county, called off our men to battle, has 
hk been the life of your people. Industry has pre- 
nh vailed, EKdueation has had its marked influence, 
Hes and the holy Gospel, taught in its beauty and sim- 
ne / plicity, has pervaded every walk in life. Crime, 
H , has, notwithstanding, been perpetrated, to be 
th ; brought generally to condign punishment. Such 
te , 18 generally the end of those who violate the law, 
‘human and divine, 

ti The trails of the hunters and the wily red man, 
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which led here and there throughout the county, 
have given place to railroads, and broad thorough- 
fares, schoolhouses, churches, mills, post-oftices, 
Manufactories and elegant dwelling-houses are now 
to be seen upon every hand. The record of the 
marvelous change is history, and the most import- 
ant that can be written. 

It is but little more than half a century since 
the white men came to this beautiful land for the 
purpose of securing homes, but in that time what 
great and startling events have transpired! Mon- 
archies since then have crumbled into dust and re- 


publics have been reared upon their ruins. Tnven- 


tions that have revolutionized labor have been 


given to the world, and in much of what has been 
done, the people of Clinton County have borne 
leading part. 

The question is often asked, why men leave the 
comforts and pleasures of civilized lands and strike 
out into a new and almost unknown countr , bear- 
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‘ 
ing the toils and privations which are unavoidable. 
Not more from choice than necessity did the old 
pioneers bid farewell to the play-grounds of their 
childhood and the graves of their fathers. One 
generation after another had worn themselves out 
in the service of avaricious landlords, or to eke out 
a miserable existence upon barren or worn-out 
land, which they called their own. From the first 
flashes of the morning light until the last glimmer 

of the setting sun, they had toiled unceasingly on 

from father to son, carrying home each day upon 5 

their aching shoulders the precious: proceeds of ! ‘% 

their daily labor. Money, pride and power were | ™ ia 

q i> - 

handed down in the line of succession from the | nl > 
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Hi H 
rich father to his son, while unceasing work, con- Generation after generation comes and goes like 
tinuous poverty and everlasting obscurity were the | the leaves of autumn. Nations have been born, Hl 

heritage of the working man and his children. | have had their rise and fall, and then passed away, F 
For the sons and daughters of the poor man to re- | leaving scarcely a ruffle on the great ocean of time i 


main there was to follow and never to lead—to be | to show that they ever existed, so imperfect and 
poor forever. mutable has been the means to perpetuate their 
Without money, prestige or friends, the old | achievements. It was left to modern ages to es- 
pioneer drifted along seeking the garden spot, the | tablish an intelligent, undecaying, immutable 
place where he might establish a home, where he method of perpetuating this history; immutable in 
might educate his sons and daughters, giving them | that it Is almost unlimited in extent, and perpetual 
privileges he never enjoyed himself. The broad | in its action; and this is through the art of print- 
prairie and beautiful groves of Clinton County in | ing, Nations may become disintegrated and pass 
that early day were indeed inviting to those seek- | away, monuments and statues may erumble into 
ing a home in a more favored land, and here dust, but books will live. This art has been ‘apidly 
planted their stakes, many of whom the present advancing from its first inception, until now it 
generation have reason to rise up and call blessed. | would seem that there were no longer any further 
To secure and adorn the homes desired by the | grounds for improvement. This is pre-eminently 
pioneers, more than ordinary ambition was re- | an age of printing, an age of books. 
quired, greater than ordinary endurance demanded. To the present generation, however, are we in- 
Flow well they have succeeded, let the broad, cul- | qdebted for the introduction of the admirable sys- 
tivated fields and fruit-bearing orchards, the flocks | tem of local history and local biography. By this 
and the herds, the palatial residences, the places of system, every man, though he has not achieved 
business, the spacious halls, the clattering car- | what the world calls greatness, has the means to 
wheels and ponderous engines all testify. perpetuate his life, his history, through the coming 
There was a time when pioneers waded through | ages; so alike has every community, 
deep snows, across bridgeless rivers and through 
bottomless sloughs, more than a,score of miles to 
mill or market, and when more time was required 
to reach and return from market than is now re- 
quired to cross the continent or Atlantic Ocean, 
These were the times when their palaces were con- 
structed of logs and covered with “ shakes” riven 
from forest trees, These were the times when chil- 
dren were stowed away during the nights in the low, 
dark attics, amongst the horns of the elk and the 
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We come now to the work before us, To our 
patrons we say, that the scythe of Time cuts down 
all; nothing of the physical man is left; the monu- 
ment which his children or friends may erect to his 
memory in the cemetery will crumble into dust and 
pass away, but his life, his achievements, the work 
he has accomplished, which otherwise would be for- 
gotten, is perpetuated by this book through coming 
ages, Shakespeare has said; 


The evil that men do lives after them ; 


(ley they could count the twinkling stars. These were Our aim in this work has been only to preserve 55) 






_ the times when chairs and bedsteads were hewn | the good, We have sought to gather from the 
from the forest trees, and tables and bureaus con- | best sources of information obtainable, the condi- 
‘structed from the boxes in which goods were | tions and incidents of early pioneer life, and to 
brought. ‘These were the days when all were re- | present them together with the present cevelop- 
* quired to work six days in the week and all the | ment of the county. Many of the pioneers came 
) hours in a day from sunrise to sunset. Now allis | into this beautiful county without a dollar in their 
rarsraba| changed. In viewing the blessings which now sur- | pockets, but with the unflinching determination to 
1 round us, we should reverence those that made | carve out their fortunes and build up a community. 
a them possible, and eyer fondly cherish in memory | With undaunted hearts and a courage equal to that 
~ the sturdy old pioneer and his log cabin. of the great heroes of our country, they began life. 
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2° IN CK Elijah Buell, the first | art of man could be exercised in the building and 

white settler of Clinton Coun- | adornment of homes. Thus it was when Elijah 

ty, stepped from his little bark | Buell, George W. Harland and Joseph M. Bartlett 

upon the western shore of the | settled where the flourishing cities of Lyons and 

Mississippi, on soil now in- | Clinton now are. The soil was unvexed by the plow, 

cluded in Clinton County, fifty | and the woodman’s ax had searcely been heard. The 

years have passed. At that | cabin of the settler, with its smoke curling heayen- 

time what now constitutes the coun- | ward, and with an air inviting the weary traveler 

ty of Clinton, one of the fairest and | to come and rest, was not to be seen, nor even the 

best in the State, was an unbroken faintest trace of civilization; but instead boundless 
wilderness, inhabited only by the | emerald seas and luxuriant groves. 
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ild savace ‘oamed at. il ’ 
wild savage, who roamed at will ‘These the gardens of the deserts, these, 


over the beautiful plains and through ‘These unshorn fields, boundless and beautiful, 
And fresh as the young earth, ere nan has sinned; 
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the heavy forests, fishing in the 
Ratan cot Water Oe. Rhee nee lo! they stretch 
rather © aters or the rippling In airy undulations far away, 
streams which flowed here and there As if the ocean in the gentlest swell 
: 4 ‘ Stood still, with all his rounded billows fixed 
throughout its borders, or hunting game that And motionless forever. 
everywhere abounded. The thought of the pale The openings and prairies were decked with 
faces penetrating this beautiful country and de- | beautiful flowers, of which it may truly be said 
manding it in the name of civilization, or of might, | that “Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like 
hie . . Tee 4 S 10 z Aga? ry + ne sak ; 
* ich, it is asserted by some; nae right, had | one of these.” The pleasant eroves, unobstructed 
probably never entered the mind of the red man. | hy undergrowth, through which might be seen the 
fe j a a}* . a =e) P » If y Toor ’ 4 ® . . 
A Shor i pee oe to elapse before Heer-footed leer, the cunning fox and other wild 
the inexorable demand of the whites must be met. | animals, Which, as yet, had not "been taught to fear 
ry Mirman « om ib 1 . } j © . ’ ‘ , ; 
The original inhabitants of the land must again | man; the water of the beautiful streams, clear as 
proceed toward the setting sun, All nature must erystal, winding in and out, now being kissed by 
: ry}, ea? yINS rit} iv j . < . e 
i changed. The fair plains with thei beautiful the sun as their sparkling rays were sent down, now 
ower in ‘ > } ; : 
ae 8, painted only by the hand of God, must be | hid by the heavy forest; and the Father of Waters, 
yr ec ' A © “17 it . aXiactin . ‘ 4 
ars a a hy the husbandman, and grain, fit for majestically rolling onward toward the great South- 
a : > iZ f 11 . yr Toa . . 
si . pare man, be sown therein; forests | ern ocean—all these made a picture worthy the 
were to be felled and clearings be made, that the | hand of the greatest artist, and caused the men 
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above mentioned, as well as all others who for sey- 
eral years from time to time visited this favored 
spot, to behold and wonder. 

This county may challenge comparison with any 
in the State as to the character of its inhabitants 


for energy, enterprise, public spirit, industry and 
liberality, especially of its early settlers. These 


qualities have chiefly contributed to place the 
county in its present highly prosperous and influ- 
ential position. It has furnished many members of 
the State Legislature, Circuit Judges, Representa- 
tives in Congress, Judges of the Supreme Court of 
the State, as well as several Generals and numerous 
other officers of distinction; but what is vastly 
better, it hasfurnished many thousands of excellent 
citizens, male and female, in all the walks of life. 

Clinton County was named in honor of De Witt 
Clinton, Governor of New York, who was also the 
projector of the Erie Canal, ‘The county contains 
an area of 750 square miles, with twenty-one full 
and fractional Congressional ‘Townships. It is ob- 
long in form, being about thirty-six ‘miles long east 
and west, and about eighteen miles north and 
south. While the most of its surface is available 
as arable land, much of it is, happily, adapted to 
stock-raising, to which business it is largely de- 
voted. The soil is of a rich drift) deposit, render- 
ing it sensitive to the influence of the sun, very 
easy of cultivation and very largely productive, 
The land, except that bordering on the Mississippi, 
is mostly rolling. In the northeastern part of the 
county, however, there are high bluffs and the land 
is much broken. With reference to climate it is 
exceptionally fortunate, as it is free from the sever- 
ity of winter which visits most of the northern 
counties, and equally free from the summer heats 
experienced by some in the same latitude. 

The mammalia found here by the early settlers 
were the deer, gray and prairie wolf, lynx, wildcat, 
raccoon, skunk, mink, weasel, beaver, otter, musk- 
rat, rabbit, gray and fox squirrel, the striped 


Bere 

hi i © ground squirrel, chipmunk and the different species 
. 7 ) of mice and mole. The fish in the streams are 
P Cie quite plentiful, consisting of trout, perch, pickerel, 


i bass, pike, suckers, sun fish, sheephead, spoon fish, 
a a sturgeon, eel and carp, 
ah From the mounds found in Clinton County and 
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the tumulated appearance of the ground, it is evi- 
dent that the Indian was not the first race that in- 
The traditions of the Indians 
More marked indica- 
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habited this region. 
also substantiate this belief. 
tions, however, of the existence here, on these 
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shores of a former race is found on the opposite 
shores of the river, in Whiteside County. In ab- 
sence of a better or a proper name, they have been 
ealled the Mound-Builders. Their origin, charac- 
ter and habits, with their disappearance from the 
face of the earth, are equally shrouded in mystery, 
Rude tools and weapons of defense were found, 
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and some displaying considerable skill in marksman- 
earthenware of various shapes and colors, 
some in pretty tints, were found, Some of it 
was ornamented with considerable skill. Many 
of the implements are found wrapped in cloth, 
In 
an ethnological point, there seems to be but little 
difference between this race and the Aborigines, 
The exhumation made of their homes corroborates 
this view. Therefore when the white man came to 
occupy this beautiful shores were 
washed by the majestic Mississippi, he came not as 
the first nor even the second, but as the third race §. 
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showing a remarkable power of preservation. 
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to take possession of the soil. 

The first of the last-named race to settle here 
was Elijah Buell, a native of the State of New 
York. From ani early age, being of an adventur- 
ous spirit, he had been attracted to the ‘lakes, fol- 
lowing the occupation of a sailor for many years. 
From the lakes he went to the great rivers and be- 
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‘ame a pilot on the Ohio and lower Mississippi. 
Having had his full pleasure in the adventures of a 
roaming life on the water, and having accumulated 
a little of this world’s goods, he concluded to 
change his mode of living and become a pioneer on 
land, adopt a pastoral life and follow the plow. 

His first idea was to secure some of the Govern- 
ment land in Illinois, He therefore, in the spring of 
1835, leaving his family in Saint Louis, took pas- 
sage on the steamboat Dubuque, and started up the 
Father of Waters. Lis first landing was at Cor- 
dova, where he found a settler with whom he ob- 
tained shelter, and where he made his temporary 
base of operations. In May he arrived at the 
Marais d’Osier, commonly called Meredosia, where 


eereerie 


e545 


SCC e ee sere sees tessaeseece 
ose" 
TxA 


LX PE RSE CEE YENI SV ERPEY ENTS CARMEN EL RS ENTS PFENL CTT LIE 


= 
erat sf srs res 


=f-S ofall ol 


















514 68 44S SSSR SESSOSZTEESTSDS 






ita 
" 2 SS een Gees & e 
e 19 etn tenii nec itt yee 


Perio baseer 
yurr 


nessa eters. 
i —x: 
H ie : 
F132 
ha 
erry 






frerarasak el ser 
bawian sdk Thame TINA ANT RAR MEG td addi Mh 5 
ns Ped ed pal ped ged gt yt - 
CG — a 


CLINTON COUNTY. 






































ri 
q AN 
Re 


he found a “squatter” by the name of John Baker, | to the boat. After they had dried themselves and ‘ 
who was living in a shanty all alone, With him | warmed up a little they returned for another load 
Buell remained a few days, when the two decided | which they were more fortunate with. 

to start on a land exploring expedition together, The next thing necessary for farming and house- | si 
His early habits inclined Mr. Buell to hedge the keeping was a team of some kind and a cow. aa 
water, so he and his new found friend started up the | These Mr. Buell procured of a man near Cordova, 
river, and in due time reached the Narrows of the | who was tired of the wild West and was desirous: 
Mississippi, between the sites now occupied by Ful- | of selling out and returning East. The cuause ht 
ton and Lyons. Mr. Buell, with his boating ex- | consisted of a fine yoke of oxen, three cows and 
perience, was at once attracted by this prospect, | three calves, and were procured at a bargain. The 
seeing at a glance its favorable features for the es- | stock was driven to the present site of Fulton op- 
tablishment of a ferry and the superior locations | posite to his cabin and swam across the river. 
for town sites on either side of the river. Here, | They were the first cattle that grazed upon the soil 
accordingly, the two adventurers decided to drive | of Clinton County, 

their stakes, Mr. Buell taking the west side of the A sad misfortune soon befell the little family on i i 


Mississippi, while Mr. Baker took the east. the lonely shore of the great river, which was the 
Having made his location, Mr, Buell went dowu | death of Mr. Buell’s little child. This infant son, 







the river for supplies. He soon returned with a | with his mother; were both taken sick soon after 
boat well laden with provisions and farming im- | settling in their new home. There were no physi- 
plements, and a hired man by the name of Henry | cians within fifty miles, but Mr. Buell had procured | . 
Carson, and made a landing at his new home, the | while in Saint Louis, a chest of medicine with in- i fi 
present site of the city of Lyons, July 25, 1835. | structions how to use it. With his medicines , 
He at once commenced improvements, and by the | and his little knowledge of their use, he did the 

last of September had his log cabin up, This rude | best he could for the little sufferer, but he passed F 
dwelling was located upon what is now the corner | away. ‘The sorrowing father, assisted by Carson, 
of Pearland Water streets, near the bank of the | constructed a rude coflin, and with George W. 
river, The cabin was sixteen feet square; was of | Harland, they put its little body at rest beneath 
course made with logs; had a puncheon floor and | the wild prairie sod. There were no funeral rites, 
was covered with shakes. In getting out his logs, | no deep-mouthed organ to peal forth its muttled 
Mr. Buell was assisted by the Indians. strains, no choir to’ chant solemn chords of sym- 
Having completed his cabin Mr, Buell returned pathy, no minister to implore a blessing, but the 
for his family. Soon surrounded by his family in | wind of Heaven sighed gently o’er the grave, and 
his new house, the one room of which served all | the beautiful birds sent forth their melodious songs, 
the purposes of a kitchen, dining-room, bedroom | and God, the Divine above, was there to receive 
and parlor, Mr. Buell began his new life. ‘The first |- the little spirit unto his bosom. This was the first 
thing next in order was for him to secure a cropof | death of a white person in the county. 

hay, which he had little difficulty in doing, as it The mother, saddened and weakened by the loss 
grew in abundance upon the wild prairies. In the | of her little boy, grew worse, and her life was de- 
fall he went down to Saint Louis to secure supplies | spaired of, when the services of two Indian women 
for the winter, such as groceries, vegetables, etc. | were secured. After “aurefully examining her, they 












His potatoes he purchased at Sand Prairie, near | went out and dug up some roots, and making a tea ry 

Cordova, and loading them into a pirogue, he | of them, gave it to the sick mother, which finally a 

started up the river with his man for home. When | saved her life. With sleepless vigilance they |. — ’ 

$i the mouth of the Cat-tail his boat capsized and | watched over her couch for six days and nights, nun : 

his winter supply of potatoes went to the bottom leaving only when she was out of danger and on 1) ‘ 

of the slough, he, with his man Carson, follow- | the road to recovery. . lee 

ing. ‘They, however, saved themselves by clinging In the fall of 1835, G eorge W. Harland came in nny f 
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and made a claim just south of Buell’s. He sub- 
sequently moved to Kansas, where he died. 

In the spring of 1836 Mr. Buell put in a crop of 
sod corn and potatoes, which was the first crop 
planted in the county. When he first came, Du- 
buque was the nearest settlement and there were 
some Fox and Sac Indians who had their lodges on 
Elk River. They were never troublesome, how- 
ever, except when they got too much whisky. 
They remained for several years, reluctant to leave 
their old hunting-ground. Emigration, however, 
in a little while crowded them out, pressing them 
on toward the setting sun. During the earliest 
years, Mr. Buell hauled his products often to Chi- 
cago, securing forty cents per bushel for his wheat 
and $2.25 per hundred for his-pork. He would re- 
turn loaded with salt, for which he would receive 
$1.25 per barrel, the trip generally requiring about 
eight days. 

During the latter part of the summer of 1836, 
Mr. Buell had a neighbor in the person of Joseph 
M. Bartlett, who located where Clinton now stands. 
He was an enthusiastic gentleman and expected 
ereat results from his enterprises. He laid off 
quite an extensive town plat by driving stakes here 
and there, which he called New York. Here he 
opened a small store and was always ready for a 
trade, either in his little stock of goods or town 
lots. He established a ferry between his place and 
the opposite shore, called Whiteside Point, and ex- 
tolled the advantages which his town had as a great 
commercial center, but its chief importance, he 
would argue, lay in its gold deposits, which he in- 

||| sisted he found in large quantities. Tradition in- 
} ||, forms us that this Bartlett was quite a character, 
~j), and loved whisky drinking about as well as he did 


" money getting. In the spring of 1838 he sold out 
| 4 all of his possessions here, which he held by a 
| ce squatter-sovereignty title, to Daniel Pearce, B. 


i Randall and Col. Jennings. During the early set- 
Np tlement of this section most of the land was held 
“ by a squatter claim or claim title as it was gener- 


* 
——s 


’ ia yy: ally called, which greatly impeded emigration and 
Hae ss a actual settlement, and was the cause of constant 
; ni’ Me trouble and brawls, Some of the emigrants would 
ry locate on these claims, which were almost unlimited 
- oe in extent, and if he could not or would not pay the 
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elaim shark what he wanted, the settler would be 
arraigned before the Magistrate 
* claim The Magistrate of course 
“stood in” with the claim shark, and the poor 
settler had but one of two alternatives, comply 
with the demand made upon him, or leave. 
Col. Randall (as he had styled himself) opened 
a small trading shop near the old Flournay 
warehouse, his principal stock in trade being 
whisky, tobacco and ague pills, This store was a 
sort of head center for the country about. People 
would congregate here, tall politics, drink whisky, 
and often indulge in a free fight. 


as a trespasser or 


jumper.” 


This was gener- 
ally conceded by them to be a good thing to keep 
off the ague, and next in eflicacy to the whisky. 
The pills they took only as an alternative. In this 
connection it would be well for us to portray some- 
thing of the way the early settlers suffered from the 
chills and fever, 

One of the greatest obstacles to the early settle- 
ment and prosperity of this county was the “chills 
and fever,’ or “ague,” or “shakes,” as it was var- 
iously styled, This disease was a terror to new- 
comers. In the fall of the year everybody was 
afflicted with it. It was no respecter of persons; 
everybody shook with it, and it was in every per- 
son’s system. They all looked pale and yellow as 
though they were frost-bitten, It was not con- 
tagious, but was akind of miasma floating around 
in the atmosphere and absorbed into the system. 
It continued to be absorbed from day to day, and 
week to week, until the whole body corporate be- 
came charged with it as with electricity, and then 
the shock came; and the shock was a regular shake, 
with a fixed beginning and an ending, coming on 
each day, or each alternate day, with a regularity 
that was surprising. After the shake came the fe- 
ver, and this “last estate was worse than the first.” 
It was a burning, hot fever and lasted for hours. 
When you had the chill you couldn't get warm, and 
when you had a fever you couldn’t get cool. It 
was exceedingly awkward in this respect; indeed it 
was. Nor would it stop forany sort of contingency, 
Not even a wedding in the family would stop it. 
It was imperative and tyrannical, When the ap- 
pointed time came around everything else had to 
be stopped to attend to its demands. It didn’t 
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even have any Sunday or holidays. After the fe- 
ver went down you still didn’t feel much better. 


You felt as though you had gone through some 


sort of a collision and came out not killed but badly 
demoralized, You felt weak, as though you had 
run too far after something, and then didn’t catch 
it. You felt languid, stupid and sore, and were 
down in the mouth and heel and partially raveled 
Your back was out of fix and 
your appetite was in a worse condition than your 
back. Your head ached and your eyes had more 
white in them than usual, and altogether you felt 
poor, disconsolate and You didn’t think 
much of yourself, and didn’t believe other people did 
either, and you didn’t care, You didn’t think 


out, so to speak, 


sad. 


much of suicide, but at the same time you almost: 


made up your mind that under certain circumstances 
it was justifiable. You imagined that even the 
dogs looked at you with a kind of self-complacency. 
You thought the sun had a kind of sickly shine 
about it. About this time you came to the con- 
clusion that you would not accept the whole State 
of Iowa as a gift, and if you had the strength and 
means, you picked up Hannah and the baby 
and your traps, and went back ‘tyander” to Injiamny, 
Ohio, or old Kaintuck, 


*And to-day the swallows flitting 
Round my cabin see me sitting 
Moodily within the sunshine, 

Just inside my silent door, 
Waiting for the ‘ager, seeming 
Like a man forever dreaming: 

And the sunlight on me streaming 

Throws no shadow on the floor; 
For Lam too thin and sallow 

‘l'o make shadows on the floor— 

Nary shadow any more!” 

The above is no picture of the imagination. It 
is simply recounting what occurred in hundreds of 
Instances. Whole families would sometimes be 
sick at one time, and scarcely one member able 
to wait upon another. 

The territory composing Clinton County was, 
during the early days, known as the Black Hawk 
country, and emigrants coming here on steamboats 
would tell the Captain that they were going to the 
Black Hawk country and he would land them 
almost anywhere on the shore of the river, 

In 1836, there were three other settlements made 


in the county, that at Camanche, by Dr. George 
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Peck, that of Round Grove, by A. G. Harrison, lif 
and that by J. B.Bourne and Abraham Folek, who g = 
located about two miles west of where De Witt now (Ff 

stands. 


sia This beautiful etd of ais ie aria timber ie " 
charmed the emigrants and they at once began to! ee 
take up their claims, erect their rude log cabins and | 
turn the fertile soil. ‘The prairies presented a most 
beautiful sight at this period, and a traveler who 
has seen them unmarred by the hand of civiliza- 
tion, deseribes them in the following beautiful lan- 
ouage : 

“The charm of prairie exists in its extension, its 
green, flowery carpet, its undulating surface, and the 
skirt of forest whereby it is surrounded ; the latter fea- 
ture being of all others the most significant and ex- 
pressive, since it characterizes the landscape, and 
defines the form and boundary of the plain. If the 
prairie is little, its greatest beauty consists in the 
vicinity of the encompassing edge of forests, which 
may be compared to the shores of a lake, being 
intersected with many deep, inward bends, as so 
many inlets, and at intervals projecting very far, 
not unlike a promontory or protruding arm of land, 
These projections sometimes so closely approach 
each other, that the traveler passing through between 
them may be said to walkin the midst of an alley 
overshadowed by the forest, before he enters again 
upon another broad prairie. Where the plain is ex- 
tensive, the delineations of the forest in the distant 
background appear as would a misty ocean beach 
afar off. The eye sometimes surveys the green prairie 
without discovering on the illimitable plain a tree or 
bush, or any other object save the wilderness of 
flowers and grass, while on other occasions the view 
is enlivened by the groves dispersed like islands 
over the plain, or by a solitary tree rising above the 
wilderness. ‘The resemblance to the sea which some 
of the prairies exhibit is really most striking. In 
the spring, when the young grass has just clothed 
the soil with a soddy carpet of the most delicate 
green, but especially when the sun is rising behind 
a distant elevation of the ground and its rays are 
reflected by myriads of dew-drops, a more pleas- 
ing and more eye-benefiting view cannot be im- 
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Fires would visit the grassy plains every autumn, 
The settlers who had pushed out from the timber 
took great precaution to prevent their crops, houses, 
and barns from being destroyed, yet not always did 
they succeed. Many incidents are related of 
prairie fires, The great conflagations were caused 
either accidentally, or designedly from wantonness, 
or with a view of bewildering the game. ‘The fire 
often spread further than it was intended it should. 
Wherever were extensive prairie lands, one-half 
was burned in the spring and the other half in the 
autumn, in order to produce a more rapid growth 
of the naturally exuberant grass, destroying at the 
same time the tall and thick weed stalks. Violent 
winds would often arise and drive the flames with 
such rapidity that riders on the fleetest steeds could 
scarcely escape. On the approach of a prairie fire 
the farmer would immediately set about “burning 
back”—that is; burning off the grass close to the 
fences, that the larger fire upon arriving would be- 
come extinguished for want of aliment. In order 
to be able, however, to make proper use of this 
measure of safety, it was very essential that every 
farmer should encompass with a ditch those of his 
fences adjoining the prairie. When known that 
the conflagation could cause no danger, the 
settler, though accustomed to them, could not re- 
frain from gazing with admiration upon the mag- 
nificent spectacle. Language cannot convey, words 
cannot express, the faintest idea of the splendor and 
grandeur of such a conflagation during the night. 
It was as if the pale queen of night, disdaining to 
take her accustomed place in the heavens, had dis- 
patched myriads upon myriads of messengers to 
light their torehes at the altar of the setting sun 
until all had flashed into one long and continuous 
blaze. 

The following graphie description of prairie fires 
_ was written by a traveler through this region in 
13840): 

“Soon the fires began ta kindle wider and _ rise 





denly changed, as if by the magician’s wand, mto 
one boundless amphitheater, blazing from earth to 
heaven and sweeping the horizon round—columns 
of lurid flames sportively mounting up to the zenith 
and dark clouds of crimson smoke curling away and 
aloft till they nearly obscured stars and moon, 
while the rushing, crashing sounds, like roaring © 
cataracts mingled with distant thunders, were almost H 
danger, death, glared all around; it 
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deafening ; ) 


screamed for victims; yet, notwithstanding the im- i 
* . . . + . . +4 
minent peril of prairie fires, one 1s loth, irresolute, © 


almost unable to withdraw or seek refuge.” 


Camanche. 


~ URING the summer of 1836, Dr. George 
Peck, a prospector, came to Elijah Buell’s 
cabin and partook of his hospitality for a 
time. In his perambulations about ‘this 
beautiful country he came upon the present site of 
the village of Camanche, and admiring its charm- 
ing location for a town, at onee settled upon it. 
He set about the laying off of a town, to which he 
gave the name it bears at present. 
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The following 
winter he went to Chicago on foot and offered his 
“city property” for sale. Mr, Peck did not realize, 
however, as much from his Chicago trip as he had 
anticipated, The original plat of the place is still 
extant and shows that the founder had large ideas 
and great expectations if nothing else, ‘There were 
twenty ranges of twenty blocks each, with eight 
lots in a block, making a total of 8,200 lots. 
During the latter part of the winter of 1837, 
Franklin K., a son of Dr. Peck’s, came in witha 
hired man and a team, having previously purchased 
a lot of his father. He was shown his lot by his 
sire, which was indicated by stakes, and going to 
the island opposite he cut his logs, pulled them 
over, and put up a cabin 18x 20 feet in size, 
which was the first house built in the town. The 
logs were hewn, the roof covered with shakes, and 
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higher from-the long grass; the gentle breeze in- 
creased to stronger currents, and soon fanned the 
small flickering blaze into fieree torrent flames, 
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all in all, this primitive building was quite respect- 
able looking. In this building the first hotel in 
Clinton County was opened. Mr, Peck was the 
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as 44) which curled up and leaped along in restless splen- | landlord and his hired man the cook, 
- | 4) dor; and like quickly raising the dark curtain from Dr. Peck sold quite # number of his lots along ¢ 
. [— the luminous stage, the scenes before me were sud- | about the time of the settlement of his son, subject 
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i to the rights of the Government, as the only title | them moved away, and those remaining despaire alle : 
ue he could give was a quit-claim deed. The early | of ever making it the foremost river town. Such . ' 
i diga ere Of wis little hamlet had exalted expecta- | is the fate that often overtakes towns. Camanche’ 

0 ig “ wv their place, looking for nothing short of a | has one of the finest locations for a city on the 

HE city with all its metropolitan, accompaniments. The | Mississippi River. Its natural advantages are su- 


Peck tavern was converted into a storeroom, which 
was occupied by Dunning & Monroe, of Chicago, 


perior to any other, but experience has shown that if 
it is not the finest locations that are always selecte 


on 


Dr. Peck concluded that he could afford to share 
his extensive property with some of his friends; 
there was wealth enough for all, and accordingly 
formed a partnership under the style of Osborne, 
Peck & Armstrong, and a plat was made of the fu- 
ture great city as they expected, under the name of 
this firm. Before the land came into market, which 
was in 1845, those who had purchased lots, formed 
a pool to raise enough money to purchase the land 
from the Government. When the land came into 
the market E. M. Osborne, of the above-mentioned 
firm, was selected as the agent, and when the sale 
came off he purchased about 300 acres, which was 
surveyed and laid off in lots, A little later on, a 
ferry was established across the river to Albany, a 
scow boat being run across the river by sweeps. 
This afterward gave place to a horse-power boat 
which was regarded as a great improvement and 
for some time was regarded with considerable in- 


terest. 


for the building up of cities. Ofteneris it that in- 
trigue, superior craft or diplomacy of some man or 7 
men, the preponde ‘ating influences of some com- 
pany, determines the location for the building of a 
city, which nature has entirely ignored. 

In 1840, when Clinton County was organized, 
the seat of justice was located at Camanche, and at 
that time it was the judicial, political and commer- 
cial center of the county. The county seat re- 
mained there for about a year, when it was re- 
moved to Bandenburg, now called De Witt. 

The first school opened here was as early as 1838. 
Ti Re a subseription school and taught by Ann 
Kliza Thomas, who was subsequently married to 
Horace Root and moved to Oregon. The first 
newspaper established here was in 1854, by Bates 
& Knapp, called the Camanche Chief, but had a 
short existence. The first religious services held 
here were by Rey. O, Emerson, a missionary, which 
was about the year 1838, the meetings being held 


in dwellings. Rev. Barton H. Cartwright, a Meth- 
odist Circuit Rider from Illinois, came over from 
Ulinois and occasionally preached to the people. 
In the spring of 1857, the railroad was completed 
through, which was known as the Chicago, Lowa & 
Nebraska. In December, 1884, the B., C. R. & N. 
R. R. completed its line through the place. ‘These | 
roads give the town ample transportation facilities. 
The most important business now carried on in the 
place is the lumber mills of W. R. Anthony & Co. 
‘These mills have been established here for several 
years and are a great factor in the business inter- 
ests of Camanche. There are three churches, the 
Baptist, Methodist and Presbyterian, in the place; 


Camanche had its days of bright hopes and its 
days of deep despair; its sunlight and its darkness ; 
its most prosperous days were probably those be- 
tween 1851 and 1856, and during that period it 
carried on the largest trade of any town in the 
county, Had Albany at that time secured the rail- 
road, which she was struggling for (the Beloit, 
Rock River & Rock Island Railroad, which was de- 
feated by what was then known as the Galena & 
Chicago, and the Mississippi & Rock River Junc- 
tion Company), with its western extension through 
Iowa, it would undoubtedly have been to-day the 
principal river town in this State. The early com- 
pletion of this road would have centered other 
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lines here and other business enterprises would 
have come in and assured the growth of the town. 
The greatest blow to Camanche, however, was 


good schools are provided for the children; tele- 
phone and telegraphic connections with the sur- 
rounding towns, and there are besides, a bank, 
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flouring-mills, distillery and oatmeal-mill, hotel 
and the various mercantile interests carried on 
here. The population is 760, 






the cyclone, which struck her June 3, 1860, and 
almost completely destroyed the place. From that 
time the citizens seemed to lose hope, many of 
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De Witt. 

HE first settlers to locate in what is now De 

Witt Township, were at Rounds Grove in 

1836. A. G. Harrison and Loring Wheeler 

came from Dubuque and made claims at that point. 
After locating his claims Mr. Wheeler returned to 
Dubuque and did not make permanent settlement 
in the township until 1841. Mr. Harrison put up 
a cabin, the first in the township, and began the im- 
provement of his farm. Following Mr. Harrison 
in the same year were J, D. Bourne and Abraham 
Foleke, with their families. They made claims 
about two miles west of where De Witt is now lo- 
cated. ‘Thomas Hatfield, the Ames Bros., se 
Bly, Hiram Loomis and John Black came in this 
same year, locating in the southeastern part of the 
township. J. W. Kirtley moved in about the same 
time, and located on what has since been known as 


first marriage in this township was celebrated, the 






















A EEEEKEEEXESISS 


pedssessssass ess Steseenes: 
—s=ff aS sae 


contracting parties being Peter Ryan and Minerva 
Cass. 

In 1841 the Territorial Legislature passed an act 
for the appointment of Commissioners to locate the 
county seat. William Miller, Andrew F. Russell 
and William A. Warren were selected. Their in- 
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structions were to locate the seat as near the geo- 
oraphical center as possible. The site chosen was 
in township 81, range 4 east, section 16. After 
some discussion as to-the name that should be given 
to the seat of justice, that of Vandenbury was se- 
lected, Subsequently by an act of the Legislature 
it was changed to De Witt. 

After the location had been fixed, a log court- 
house was erected on the corner of what is now 
Harrison and Jefferson streets. It was 24x50 feet 
on the ground, and two stories high. This build- 
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. the Gillooley Place. © During the winter of 1836— | ing was used for court purposes, and all other pub- 
37, a mail route was established through here, run- lic meetings for several years, ‘Then the old Ex- 5 
: ning from Dubuque to Davenport, following the change building was used until the new court-house | 1 
ry old Indian trail. A post-office was established at | Was com pleted, which was in 1854. It was located an 
the trading-post of the American Fur Co, on the | 0? the east stag of the public PLUAEEy and was con- a 
Wapsipinicon and was called Monroe, hut was af- | structed of brick ata cost of $6,000, It was used cial 
aS > x2 hd ‘ J Ta 1 (5 y a y ’ « 78) eh 
terward changed to Waubesepinicon, the original | fora court-house until 1869, when the county seat 5) 
name of the river. J. D. Bourne was appointed | Was moved to Clinton, After the court-house was HER 
se , ; rt): 
Postmaster and was the first. in the county. The | put up a jail was erected at a cost of $4,000, f 
A ferry across the Wapsipinicon consisted of two Robert Bulford erected the first house in De | 
canoes and Newfoundland and pointer dogs, the Witt, in 1841. The next house built was for a 5 
; ‘ q ‘ , . slar r 4 : 
, dogs being used to take the mail across the ice | t#vern, which was opened by L. Wheeler. This i | 
when it was not strong enough to hold up the | house, which was built by A. G. Harrison, became au 
’ ‘ ‘ aie 
ponies. quite a famous hostelry in the pioneer days. a 
From 1838 emigration flowed into the township The first frame house erected here was by J. D. in 
quite freely until it became the most thickly set- Bourne, in 1842, and is now the oldest frame house ‘ 
”" tled township in the county. standing in the county. fy 
In April, 1840, the first election was held in this In 1844 a store was opened by ‘Thomas F. But- 9) 
. township. The meeting was held at Folcke’s house, terfield, which was the first in the town, In the { 
and J. F. Hamer was chosen Justice of the Peace, latter part of 1855 O. C. Bates and J. McCormick i 
pos fereri and Jacob Lepper, Constable, Previous to this, established a newspaper here, which was called the 
i ‘ ‘ie however, they had held religious services. As | De Witt Clinionian. cE 
~ ? “2{) early as 1837, Deacon Hall, from Whiteside County, On June 3, 1860, a fearful tornado visited De 
was’, 2 eame over and held divine service at the house of | Witt. About five o'clock in the afternoon of this 


day, a dark, ominous-looking, funnel-shaped cloud 
appeared in the sky to the southwest. It soon 
reached Camanche in its destructive course, and 
nothing in its pathway escaped demolition, Fifteen 
persons were killed in the township. A. G, Wal- 


"Thomas Hatfield. In the summer of 1540 a school 
5) was opened in a log schoolhouse, near Silver Creek, 
about two miles northwest of De Witt. Miss Fan- 
nie Brown was the pioneer teacher, and her school 
opened with seven pupils, During this year the 
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cyclone ride, They were taken within its arms and 
carried over the tops of the highest trees, and were 
tenderly landed on mother earth without injury. 
This was not the first time that De Witt had been 
visited by a destructive wind. June 5, 1844, a 
tornado passed over the town, coming through In- 
dependence Grove. Considerable damage was done 
to property, but no lives were lost. 

De Witt is beautifully situated on section 15, 
but Originally the plat included only eighty acres, 
lying on the southwest quarter of this section, 
This was platted in 1857, and the town incorpor- 
ated the following year, The location is a charm- 
ing one. To the early pioneer for miles around 
there was presented to the eye a grand panorama 
of nature’s beauteous handiwork. Though changed 
by the hand of man from what it was thirty years 
ago, yet it is to-day charming scenery. Where 
onee grew the tall, verdant prairie grass the eye 
now beholds waving fields of corn, wheat and other 
cereals. The wild flowers that gave to the dead 
monotony of undulating grass a charm, and a 
beauty unrivaled in grandeur by any of the fine 
scenes now presented by growing fields, have long 
since faded away. These only exist in the mem- 
ories of the pioneers yet surviving. They tell us 
that the magnificence and beauties of the prairies as 
seen in their native condition can never be ade- 
quately pictured by language. 

De Witt grew and prospered at times, and again, 
like other towns, it suffered seasons of stagnation, 
Upon the completion of the Chicago, lowa & Ne- 
braska. Railroad, now known as the Chicago & 
Northwestern, the town increased rapidly in popu- 
lation and business. The change of the county 
seat, however, and the development of the river 
towns, somewhat interrupted its growth, Yet De 
Witt is a fine town with a substantial trade, which 
is assured by the rich agricultural country sur- 
rounding it. It has fine chureh edifices, splendid 
school buildings, good business houses, neat and 
beautiful residences, and is, indeed, an enterpris- 
ing little city. The high grade of society existing 
here is something worthy the pride and boasts of 
its residents. The courtly Southerner, the careful 
Kasterner and the thrifty New Yorker are met here, 
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‘ard of the sections named, 
enterprising spirit and practical character of the 
Westerner, give origin to a new society, more {i 
pleasant than either, with the best social ethics of /! 
all mingled in one common fountain, from which | 
flow the elements of the best society. 

When the Maquoketa branch of the Chicago, 
Milwaukee & Saint Patil Railroad was completed 
the business interests of the town were increased 
and advantageous railroad communications were 
added. |The estimated population of the city at 
the present time is about 1,500. 


Elk River. 


GFE territory now embraced by Elk River 
Township, at first called New Haven, claims 
our attention as having been one of the early 

settlements. A pioneer by the name of Teed came 

here in the fall of 1886, and made a claim on see- 
tion 16. He was from the Kast, and located right 
in the heart of the timber, and commenced to make 

a clearing for a home, fe ignored prairie land as 

being worthless, In 1837, when the Government 

began its surveys, he was notified that he was on a 

school section. This seemed to fill him with dis- 

cust, for he immediately gathered up his little 
effects and left the country, and never returned. 

There was no further attempt at a settlement in 
this township until 1839, when quite a number of 
families came in. <A post-office was established 
here during this year, but was soon after discon- 
tinued for want of support. In 1842 a school was 
opened in a log cabin by an enterprising and ad- 
venturous young lady by the name of Julia Car- 
penter, This school was located near where the 
Almont Church now stands. 

The first sawmill put up in the county was on 
Elk River, in this township, on section 11. It was 
started in 1837 by O, A. Crary and James Leonard, 
who operated it until 1842, when the timber gave 
out, The mill was then moved into Jackson 
County. Another mill was started on section 18, 
in 1841, by Mr. Calderwood, This was also a 
water-power mill. A considerable quantity of lum- 
ber was cut by these mills, which was used for 
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home supply and shipped to different points. ‘The 
supply of timber here at first was liberal and the 
quantity good. 

The Indians remained in this township until the 
fall of 1839, having a camp at the mouth of Elk 
River, and then they followed the setting sun. 

To return to the first settlement. In 1837 Mr. 
Buell succeeded in having a mail route established, 
which was the first in the county. The line run 
from Fulton to Lyons, then on to De Witt, and 
from there to Gower’s Ferry, on the Cedar River. 
The service was the old style, and, like the first 
hero in this country, on horseback, From this 
small beginning, in 1887, Mr. Buell has lived to 
see every township in the county intersected with 
mail routes. He has lived, also, to see the county 
increase in population from the one, of which he 
himself formed the number, to about 40,000 souls. 
In the quiet repose of his beautiful home, on an 
eminence overlooking the city of Lyons and the 
majestic Mississippi, to which he has retired after 
an adventurous and active life, he can contemplate 
now with satisfaction the growth ana development 
of the county of which he was the founder, or first 
settler, and view with pleasure his valuable ac- 
quisitions, his successes in life, and the good he has 
accomplished. 



















































Conelusion. 


In closing this historical sketch of the county, 
which has necessarily been brief, we wish, in justice 
to the sturdy pioneers, to tell something of their 
| hardships endured in developing the country. To- 
day Clinton isa grand county; in many respects 
second to none in the State, and in almost every- 
thing that goes to make up a live, prosperous Com- 
munity, not far behind the best, Its harvests are 
pountiful; it enjoys a medium climate and many 
Bysreia other things that make its people contented, pros- 
inl perous and happy, and while it is true that the 
> pioneers had no battles to fight with the Indians, 
== nor were compelled to endure the hardships ex- 
i) | | perienced in the opening of many other sections, 
cooulvet the people of to-day owe much to those who 
‘J opened up the avenues that have led to their pres- 
y ent condition and happy surroundings. 
Unremitting toil and labor have driven off the 
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sickly miasmas that brooded over swampy prairies. | 
Enérgy and perseverance have peopled every sec- t 
tion of the wild lands, and changed them from 
wastes and deserts to gardens of beauty and protit. 
Where but a few years ago the barking wolves 
made the night hideous with their wild shrieks and § )) 
howls, now is heard only the lowing and bleating ¢ 
of domestic animals. Only a half century ago the 
wild whoop of the Indian rent the air where now 

are heard the engine and rumbling trains of cars, 
bearing away to markets the products of the soil 
and the labor of its people. ‘Then the savage built 

his rude huts on the spot where now rise the dwell- : 
ings and schoolhouses and church-spires of civilized +} | 


life. Tow great the transformation! This change 5 
has been brought about by the incessant toil and 5. 
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aggregated labor of thousands of tired hands and 
anxious hearts, and the noble aspirations of such 
men and women as make any country great. What 
will another half century accomplish ? 

The settlement of the county commenced on the 
borders of civilization and with the creat water 


eourse of the country flowing by its very coors. 
Hardly a decade passed before railroad enterprises : 
were the talk of the day, and a few years later the 
locomotive, that great auxiliary to modern civiliza- | 
tion, was steaming over the prairies. Here there 
was plenty of room for ex pansion, for development, 
and there was no occasion or excuse for men to be 
dwarfs or sluggards, ‘There were other advantages 
soon offered, such as good schools, religious instruct- 
ions and, later on, good laws and excellent courts to 
enforce them, ‘The county in its official capacity 
and integrity stands high; its offices have been ably 
filled and honestly administered. In politics its 
condition is healthy, and with the high intelligence 
of the people it is likely to remain so. ‘The terri- 
tory has passed from its embryo condition into a 
full-grown county, tiding safely over all breakers, 
panies, and the rocks of wild speculation. In the 
horizon of the future there seems to be nothing for 
the people but continued prosperity and happiness 
and an advancement in civilization and culture, 
As before ‘mentioned, the changes written on 
every hand are most wonderful. It has been but 
little over twoscore years since the white man be- 
gan to exercise dominion over this region, erst the 


REPS ©) 


eneeeeee See Geet et es ee Seeret 













aurtr 


ete oe | 


{reper teray execs 
rgd 4 URE REED 4 VERE ERY ayy?) 
a hbeeveetesM apse 


foe 4) 
i e sialiitit Saini ih 
ses eeceeeillre 
L 


—Iae er 


a oem estry ri 
arn 


a Fairs pm or ad 





— 


PETE rreereerrers 


ooh Tree 


VRECERT eb eteteeerrre Ter 
PESASESSRESALS AL NAA ALAS AADAAGH 
« 


Faevesrecstae 


a ome 
,Tyrtte ; ; ’ 


LAR EES 


SSCS SESSSCHESSSSCSSSSOESLESE RE 


i 


Peer PES ey y eri ser ates ee isvt ee eiseae srs st Petey eee ei ies ii rerctaesserry 


ees 


Steet eeeeeoeec eooe eeeoae eoe2eeees SPSS SLES STSE SASH S*EHR SOS LECSEH OSS E SAE 








Ze 
=> 
; — 














home of the red man, yet the visitor of to-day, | and the progressive demands of the revolving years | 


ignorant of the past of the county, could scarcely 
be made to realize that within these years there has 
grown up a population of 89,000 people, who in all 
the accomplishments of life are as far advanced as 
are inhabitants of the counties of older States. 
Schools, churches, colleges, palatial dwellings, 


- beautiful grounds, large, well-cultivated and pro- 


ductive farms, as well as cities, towns and busy 
manufactories, have grown up, and occupy the 
hunting-grounds and camping-places of the I ndians, 
and in every direction there are evidences of 
wealth, comfort and luxury. There is but little 
left of the old landmarks. Advanced civilization 
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Clinton County, which can be but partially repaid. hems 
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have obliterated all traces of Indian occupancy, un- ae = 
til they are only remembered in name. Ay r 
In closing this chapter we again would impress _ i! 
upon the minds of our readers the fact that they iy. prea 
owe a debt of gratitude to those who pioneered 5) \)) 


Never grow unmindful of the peril and adventure, 
fortitude, self-sacrifice and heroic devotion so 
prominently displayed in their lives. As time 
Sweeps on its ceaseless flight, may. the cherished 
memories of them lose none of their greenness, but 
may the future generations alike cherish and per- 
petuate them with a just devotion to gratitude, 
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Sata LINTON COUNTY was or- 
ganized by an act of the Ter- 
ritorial Legislature, passed 
during the winter of 1859— 
, 40, James (+. Bourne was 
appointed Sheriff by the Gov- 
ernor, and an election for 
county officers was ordered to take 
‘place the March following. Previous 
to this the county had been attached to 
Scott County for judicial purposes. 
The Board of Commissioners appointed 
for the purpose of selecting a county 
seat, chose De Witt. For awhile be- 
fore this the seat of justice was tempor- 
arily located at Camanche and the 
District Court held there, the first term of court 
sitting in October, 1839, with Thomas S. Wilson as 
Judge, Martin Dunning, Clerk, and James’ D. 
Bourne, Sheriff. It is reported that it toc ik nearly 
all the eligible men in the county for the grand 
and petit jurors. 

In the spring of 1840 a Board of County Com- 
missioners, consisting of Robert C. Bourne, Eli 
Goddard and Elijah Buell, was elected, and had 
charge of the county affairs. The management 
of the county continued to be vested ina Board of 
Commissioners until 1851, when it was turned over 

fto a County Court. This court had jurisdiction m 
‘Hea H ‘obate matters, and was vested with all the powers 
| figs heretofore vested in the Board of County Com- 
; ee i missioners. The County Court continued the 
{So smanagement of county matters until 1861. 

Under an act of the Legislature, approved March 
jj22, 1860, the affairs of the county were placed un- 
=—“der the management of a Board of Supervisors, 
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which consisted of members from each township. 
This Board entered upon its functions in January, 
1861. This system did not meet the approval gen- 
erally of the people of the county. The body was 
thought to be too large and too expensive, and also 
that it concentrated the power in the thickly popu- 
lated townships to the disadvantage of the more 
thinly populated districts. Accordingly this sys- 
tem was modified, in 1871, so as to vest the powers 
ina Board of three Supervisors instead of having 
a Board composed of one Supervisor from each 
township. 
ber comes in every three years, one member being 


It is so adjusted now that a new mem- 


elected annually for a term of three years. 

The first Board of County Commissioners divided 
the county into six precincts, which they called 
Camanche, Lyons, Elk River, Deep Creek, Clear 
Greek and Liberty. In 1844 Bloomfield was or- 
ganized, In 1851 the territory now composing 
Sharon was detached and organized into a town- 
ship, and at the same time Center was formed into 
a township. 

By 1852 there were twelve townships organized. 
At the April term of this year the political bound- 
aries were more clearly defined. In 1861 all of 
the townships were laid out. 

In October, 1840, the first term of the United 
States Court was held in the county. It sat aut 
Camanche, with Thomas 5. Wilson as Judge, and 
Martin Dunning, Clerk, The first jury trial was 
commenced October 14, At this time the seal of 
the Court was a temporary one, being & wafer with 
a diamond-shaped paper. The court was held in a 
log building, with surroundings in keeping with 
the same, Quite a contrast to the present judicial 
and legal advantages enjoyed by the county. 
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tablishment of Governments 
has always been the arbitra- 
tor to settle great contro- 
versies of State, and un- 
doubtedly will continue to 
be; for the civilization at 
the latter part of the nineteenth 
century does not warrant the pre- 
dictment that Christian means will 








: be used to adjust great points of 
dispute between nations. Even to 
| | | e bring about great reforms within a 
iba: is ,Government it is often seemingly 
¢ necessary to engage in Civil War, 
| i: That slavery was the direct cause 
u: of the late rebellion no one will 





rr 


now deny, ‘The introduction of slavery into this 
country followed its first settlement. It rapidly 
spread among the colonies, and when the Govern- 
ment of the United States was formed, the institu- 
tion of slavery became a part of it. It was pre- 
dicted then by some of the founders of this Gov- 
ernment that it would eventually lead to a war. 

To the indolent it was an exceedingly fascinating 

institution; to those who liked power it was a 
charm. Then, as now, a large portion of the hu- 
+ man family preferred to live by the sweat of the 
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brows of others rather than their own. The ereat 
patriots of the Revolution, the framers of our 
Constitution and founders of the best Government 
the world has ever known, while they at that time 
could not eradicate slavery, embodied their senti- 
ments in the Declaration of Independence which 
ultimately wrought its doom. That all men were 
created equal, with certain inalienable rights, 
among which were life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness—this sentiment continued to grow and 
spread among the people. It was an immortal 
principle and could not be suppressed. It was the 
great enemy to slavery and oppression, and it was 
that which finally wrought its destruction. — Tt was 
hoped, however, by the founders of our Govern- 
ment, that the institution would gradually fade 
away, and that a civil war would be ayoided. But 
instead of that its ALTESSIVe power was felt through- 
out the Government. Then came the Missouri 
Compromise, the Kansas-Nebraska Bill and the 
Fugitive Slave Law. As long as the South held 
the Government, they were satisfied that they 
could use it for the protection, and even the ex- 
tension of Slavery. But when the Republican 
party came into power, they, keener than many of 
our Northern politicians, knew that slavery was 
doomed unless they could sueceed in establishing a 
separate Government, the corner-stone of which 
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| 
i should rest on slavery. With the loss of slavery they 
felt that their political power would be gone forever, 
consequently they decided to cast everything upon 
that issue, and at once declared secession. | 

Before the inauguration of Abraham Lincoln 
many of the Slave States had seceded; the United 
States Mint, the forts and the arsenals had been 
siezed, and that grand American flag had been torn 
down and insulted. Not long after the inaugura- 
tion of the Republican President, Fort Sumter was 
fired upon and its surrender was demanded, ‘This 
sent a thrill of just indignation through every pat- 
riotic heart in the country, and was a signal for a 
call to arms as much so as the call for 75,000 vol- 
unteers issued by President Lincoln. 

There was no lack of response to this call among 
the Northern States, and no State more enthusiastic- 
ally or patriotieally responded than the State of 
Iowa. Hardly had the sound of the electric click 
which brought the message of President Lincoln, 
ealling for 75,000 men, died away before lowa had 
her quota filled. Men and money were offered 
without reserve. Volunteers came from all ayoca- 
tions in life, and offered up their lives on the altar 
of their country. Patriotism was dominant in every 
heart. Party lines were ignored, and political con- 
flicts were forgotten, and all formed themselves to- 
gether for the preservation of the Union. ‘The 
people of the North depiored this internecine war, 
yet as it was inevitable, they came forward 
nobly with the determination to end it as soon as 
possible, 
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On 
tite evening of the 18th fl ‘dae and epiastantt 
meeting was held at Lyons, and the following even- 
ing one was held at Clinton. Seventeen men en- 
rj listed at Lyons and nineteen at Clinton, They 
‘formed the nucleus for the organization of the first 
i company, and when raised it was called the Clinton 
AV; al "County Guards. There was no war equipage nor 
| if » means for furnishing it by the Government. ‘The 
pes. people not only furnished the men but the means to 
‘a equip and support them during the preparations for 
ban war. The first company was uniformed in gray, 
2 was presented on their departure with an ele- 
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gant silk flag by the ladies of Lyons. The noble 
women of the country were ever ready with hands 
and hearts to aid in the glorious cause. This com- 
pany was enlisted for three months, but on their 
arrival at Keokuk they were informed that no more 
three-months men would be taken. They 
given the choice of enlisting for three years or re- 
They all enrolled for three years 
and were mustered into service, 


were 
turning home, 


The first to 
follow was a cavalry company, called the Hawkeye 
Rangers, with W. E. Leflingwell as Captain. This 
About the same 
time a cavalry company was raised at Clinton, 
called the Black Plume Rangers, with W. IT. An- 
keny as Captain. In October another company 
started for the seat of war, and was followed in 
November by still another, 
take the field was one recruited at Camanche and 
Lyons, with J, Henry Smith “us Captain. And so 
patriotic Clinton County continued to respond to 
the country’s call until ten companies had been 
‘aised and had gone forth to the battle-fields. At 
this time—in the fall of 1862—the returns made by 
the enrolling officers showed only 4,021 men liable 


Other companies were soon raised. 


company was raised at Lyons. 


The next company to 


to military duty, and out of this number 1,459 vol-, 


unteers had gone into the field. Still more men 
were called for, and it was determined to raise an 
entire regiment in Clinton County. To do this it 
required the service of every third able-bodied 
man. Recruiting began at once, and by the last 
day of September the number was raised, and the 
26th Iowa Infantry, a full regiment, was mustered 
into service with Milo Smith as Colonel, The last 
company raised in the county was Co, A, 6th Lowa 
Cay., which was mustered into service the last day 
of January, L865, 

Up to the fall of 1864, it was estimated that 
2.500. men had gone into the service from this 
county in one way or another, .Yet the country 
required still greater sacrifices from the people. 
The draft was finally ordered after every effort had 
been made to avoid it, About 200 men were 
drawn from this county. The county officially 
was very prompt to appropriate funds to meet the 
necessities of the war, and the citizens privately 
were very generous in their donations. 
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The record of Clinton County in the war is a 
most noble one. With a population of 18,938, she 
sent about 2,700 men into the field to fight for the 
preservation of the Union, and most nobly did 
they do this work in many a hard-fought battle. 
They made a gallant record for bravery, and hun- 
dreds of them were sacrificed on the altar of their 
country. 

Over a score of years have now passed since the 
war terminated, but it is not forgotten, though 
the weeds of mourning may have disappeared. In 
too many homes there still stands the vacant chair ; 
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ited the earth, and we sup- 
pose they will continue to do 
so until the end shall come. 
While they are more fre- 
quent in some parts of the 
United States than others, yet 
there is no part where one can 
feel that he is perfectly se- 
cure against them. In _ this 
respect, Clinton County has 


tt had its share. The first tornado 
er that there is any recollection of 
ny visited the county June 4, 1844, 


| ‘This was regarded as a very severe 
tornado until the visitation of the next one. It 
was fortunate that Clinton County at that time was 
sparsely settled and that the tornado had only, or 
in a great measure, the wild earth to vent its fury 
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too many hearts mourn the loss of father, husband ry VCH 


and brother, for the memories of that unhappy con- tL 2 


flict to fade away. Our cemeteries are too full of © es 

the dead who lost their lives on the battle-field or 1! x | 
died from the effects of wounds or imprisonment fe. 
for the heart to forget its sorrow or the memory to nf cu 
become oblivious. No! the war is not forgotten, ea 4 
neither are the brave men who sleep in soldiers’ 
graves. Their noble deeds, their sacrifices, will be 
remembered in generations to come, and then as 
now, will come the thought, ‘“ How beautiful it is 
to die for one’s country.” 
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This tornado came from the west or a little 
north of west. It first struck the earth at ‘Tipton, 
in Cedar County. At that time it was estimated it 
was traveling at the rate of fifty miles an hour, and 
was cutting a swarth about one-quarter of a mile 
wide, and carrying everything before it. It was 
funnel-shaped, with two motions, circular and for- 
ward, which are the most destructive. In Clinton 
County it passed through the little hamlet of De 
Witt, having come through Independence Grove. 
It crossed Brophy’s Creek at Mrs. Brophy’s farm, 
demolishing the house and severely injuring some 
of its inmates. It coursed then along the Wapsi- 
pinicon, and paid its respects-to William Fallett. 
Here it killed considerable stock. Continuing its 
course eastward it came to Schaffs and Woods’ 
place, doing considerable damage and injuring sev - 
eral persons. It struck Mr. Peoples’ farm and in- 
jured him so that he died in a few days. Crossing 
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= the Mississippi River at the mouth of the Wapsi- | fortunate for the people of that village that most i " 
| ib pinicon it str uck Adams’ Island, tearing ar ound | of them were away at a Quaker meeting. The bal- Hl 4 
z-8| his farm in a fearful manner. His house was de- | ance of them were at a Methodist meeting which i j 
=~ molished and his daughter was carried some dis- | was being held in a brick schoolhouse. ‘The doors §- 
hl tance and thrown into a tree-top where she was af- | and windows of this house were blown out and the | 
=| terward found dead. After leaving here it seemed building moved several feet from its base, but no § . 
to have left the earth for a moment and came down | one was injured. It is useless to say that no one 7 
again with more fury than ever; for it passed | was frightened. The tornado when at this town § 
through the township of Erie, in Whiteside County, | was not quite itself; it was a little weak. The | 
doing great damage to property and stock and in- | next town on the line of destruction was Quebec, 
juring many persons. Reaching Rock River if | in Marshall County. ‘This little hamlet was en- 
plowed its way through, carrying fish and shells to tirely obliterated, the houses with their contents ; 
some distance on land. being distributed upon the prairies. It was a mar- 
The 3d day of June, 1860, will be remembered vel here that none were killed, though many were : 
by the people of Iowa and Illinois as long as mem- severely injured, a} -4 
ory lasts, asa day on which the greatest : and most In Webster City hailstones seven inches in cir- au 
terrible tornado ever known in this part of the cumference fell, doing great damage. Through it ; 
country cast destruction upon the people and | ‘Tama and Benton Counties it passed with reckless 0 
filled every heart with terror, It seemed to rival | fury. It was fortunate that these counties were so tt | 
the typhoons of the China seas, and the hurricanes | thinly settled, There appears to, have been two ah ‘ 
of the Arabies. It was on a Sunday afternoon, the distinct tornadoes which formed about the same n 
air was still, soft and balmy, and impregnated with time somewhere west of Center River. When they | 
the perfumes of flowers and the wild, tender foliage | reached the Wapsipinicon they united and ad- 
; and young blossoms of spring. People had come | vanced eastward with increased speed and des- 
from their various places of worship, many for the tructive force. It came on writhing and twisting 
last time. [here was nothing to indicate that a | in its wrath, and with a roaring that struck terror . 
























devastating demon of the air would soon launch its 
fury upon the people. It was first observed in 
Hardin County, where it had the appearance of a 
great gale. It rapidly gathered power and velocity 
and appeared in all the form and fury of a cyclone 
or tornado. Its width varied from 100 yards to a 
Baile, and its speed from twenty to fifty miles an 
hour, Its rotary motion was much greater than its 
forward movement. It would sometimes stop in 
its onward movement, circulating with greater rap- 
idity, and, if possible, with increased destructive 
power. In its pathway not a fence, a dwelling, an 
Lt ‘animal, or tree could resist its fury, and woe to 
iy the human being that came within its crushing 
By arms. Many saw it coming like a dark monster, 

: ie towering toward the heavens, and were able in 
Hy } many instances to save t their lives by getting into 

{5-2 s) root-houses and cellars. From Hardin County it 

I reached the Mississippi inside of four hours, The 
a tt first town it struck in Hardin was New Providence, 
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into every heart that heard it, It touched Lisbon, 
‘Linn County, tore down a warehouse there and left 
several hundred bushels of wheat unmolested, — It 
cleaned out a lumber-yard, and demolished several 
freight cars. From here it turned northeasterly, 
by White Oak Grove, devastating the country and 
killing hundreds of cattle and sheep, and a number 
of persons. Mr, Cole, with his wife and child, were 
preparing to remove to their cellar when the house 
was taken from over their heads, leaving the floor, 
Mr. Cole grasped his wife who held the child and 
all hugged the floor, Mr. Cole holding on to the 
trap door until the tornado had passed, ‘They 
were surprised on getting up to find that the floor 
had been carried through the air about eighty 
rods. 

At Louden both the tornadoes were visible at 
the same time. The one that struck Lisbon ap- 
peared about three miles north, and the other 
about four miles south of the village, At Wheat- 
land both were clearly seen. They seemed to 
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bound from ridge to ridge, and, not hugging the 
ground closely, but litthe damage was done. Upon 
reaching the Wapsipinicon it followed the river, 
doing but little injury until it united with the 
other. ‘The latter was first observed about seven 
or eight miles southwest of Cedar Rapids, west of 
the About there it did great damage, 
actually tearing limbs from were 


river, 
persons who 
It swept on 
with increasing power and fury. ‘The 
filled with fragments of buildings, trees, and stones 
and dust. Its roar was deafening, and lurid light 
would occasionally shoot out of it like the tongue 
A head of an infant was found, 
Three persons 


caught within its devouring circle. 


Air was 


of a vast serpent, 
and the arms and legs of an adult, 
were taken within its mouth and were never seen 
again. Poultry was completely plucked and their 
heads cleanly taken off. 

This avalanche of destruction passed about three 
wiles south of De Witt, sparing the town. ‘There 
were, however, about fifteen persons killed in the 
township, and A. G. Wallace and George A, Ful- 
ler were taken up and carried over the highest 
trees and set down uninjured. Its appearance here 
was terrible tO behold. Between De Witt and 
Camanche twenty-eight persons were killed and 
some fifty wounded. It carried away the Parcell 
House and struck the farm of Thomas Hatfield, 
killing sixteen persons. Before reaching Camanche 
a number of farm-houses were raised from the 
eround. Arriving at the town about the close of 
the Sabbath day, it commenced its career of de- 
struction and death. While little children were at 
play, and neighbors were socially chatting together, 
and the evening birds were sending forth their 
sweet notes, the sky was suddenly overeast with 
darkness, the elements of the air moved with 
ominous portent, and ina moment the solid col- 
umn, administering death and destruction, swept 
over the town. It lasted but two or three minutes, 
then all was quiet save for the shrieks and groans 
of the wounded and dying. A singular phenom- 
enon here was the manner in which all kinds of 
furniture, clothing, bedding, eyen stoves, disap- 
peared, <A piece of furniture, or a garment, could 
be found now and then, but the rest was either 
dropped into the Mississippi or strewn over the 
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prairies of Illinois. One masonic article was found 
in Ogle County, Il. One man saw a horse flying | 
through the air, which was followed by a cow, both 
passing out of sight. Objects on the outer edge 
of the tornado alone escaped destruction, A large oer 
raft, with twenty-six persons, was passing down the | 
river in front of Camanche at the time the tornado — 
struck it. The three survivors who escaped could 
give no intelligent account, only that they found 
themselves in Illinois. How they got there, or 
what became of their companions,they could not 
tell. 

Some idea of the power of the cyclone may be 
had by the following incident: A cedar shingle, 
thrown, with the butt end in an opposite direction 
from the general course of the tornado, into the 
side of a house, was driven through the weather- 
boards, lath and plastering, without being broken. 
Another peculiar incident was the taking up of a 
chimney, weighing over a ton, carrying it several 
feet and setting it down right side up and sound. 
‘There were very few buildings but what were de- 
molished, and the loss of life was terrible. There 
were many severely wounded who never did re- 
cover, ‘There were twenty-nine men, women and 
children that were buried the next day, and many 
Others died afterward from their wounds. People 
came from Lyons, Clinton and from all parts of the 
county, to aid the sufferers and help bury the dead, 
The funeral was held on Tuesday, and it was a 
most solemn and Some 2,000 
people were gathered here in sympathy. The 
coffins were arranged in a row along the sidewalk, 
and the services were conducted by Revs. Freer, 
EKdminson and Youngs, of Camanche. And thus 
closed the sad scenes of one of the most destructive 
and terrible tornadoes that ever visited this country. 
The American character was fully emphasized in 
the expressions of sympathy and in donations that 
came from all parts of the country, It was esti- 
mated that 134 persons were killed in Iowa, and 
about 2,500 people rendered homeless. 

This same tornado struck Albany, nearly demol- 
ished the town, and killed several persons. It also 
did considerable damage in the interior of the 
county (Whiteside) and sent death into several 
families, 
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TE printing press is a great 
factor in the civilization of 
the nineteenth century. If 
Archimedes had had a 
printing press upon which 
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to have placed his lever, he 
would have come nearer 
moving the world than if he had 
secured what he most wished—a 
base outside of it from which to 
operate. There is nota hamlet in 
the United States in which the 
newspaper does not enter, and 
scarcely a neighborhood, With 
the modern telegraphic communi- 
cations, they are able to place be- 


2° fore their readers the occurrences 
- from almost every part of the world within a few 
hours after taking place. As a disseminator of 
news, the press is indispensable; as an educator its 
influence is immeasurable. Clinton County has 
ll) been notably a county of newspapers, and the press 
of to-day is among the largest and ablest in the 
State, and Iowa has more newspapers, in proportion 
_,to its inhabitants, than any other State in the Union. 
At the present time there are eleven regular pub- 


\Ulieations in this county. Since the time the first 


Srrots 


ig ——= paper came from the press, the newspaper enter- 


}, prises have been numerous, and the number of ed- 
+\_itors counted by the score. Among the gentlemen 
tales drove the quill for these publications were 
) } some talented, graphic and cultured writers, some 
“of whom wielded a salutary influence in the county, 
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while others won unenyiable reputations. The ed- 
itorial staff of the various papers at present repre- 
sents pleasant, forcible and pointed writers, who 
advocate their various theories, principles and polit- 
‘cal views, with much ability and success, 


‘ 


The Lyons Mirror. 


GFA IME history of founding a local newspaper is 
almost without exception a story of un- 
») realized hopes, misdirected efforts and un- 
paid bills. It is a well-known fact that more fail- 
ures are recorded in the joarnalistic profession than 
in any other. Few are those who attain success in 
founding a country or & city newspaper. Often it 
‘s not for want of literary ability, for many who 
wield an able pen fail, but it takes as well a high or- 
der of business tact. The successful editor and pub- 
lisher must necessarily be a shrewd business-man. 
He must be a man of business in all that that term 
implies, for in this field of labor one will find a great 
variety of influences brought to bear against his 
efforts, difficulties unknown in other branches must 
be surmounted, the genius of dealing with people 
indiscriminately and successfully, must be possessed ; 
indeed. the successful editor of to-day must be a 
husiness-man as well as a literary scholar. 

There are few journals which continue long under 
their original management, seldom longer than two 
years, and thus it was with the Mirror. ‘The paper 
of which it is the outgrowth was established May 
19, 1854, by William Teal & Bros., and was called 
the Clinton Mirror. ‘This, it will be seen, was the 
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first newspaper published in Clinton County, and 
was started in the interests of the Whig party. In 
May, 1855, Daniel W. Ellis purchased W. Teal’s in- 
terest, and the paper was then carried on by him and 
Cornelius Teal. It appeared first as a six-column 
folio. After a few months, Mr. Ellis retired from 
the paper and Mr. Teal continued to run it alone. 
In 1856, Thomas A. Stowe purchased an interest In 
the plant, and the Mirror was conducted under the 
firm name of Teal & Stowe. In April, 1858, Mr. Teal 
sold out his interest to J. WH. Hawes, and in February, 
1859, Theron R. Beers purchased Mr. Stone’s inter- 
est. In October, 1861, William D, Eaton bought 
out Mr. Hawes, and the firm became Beers & Eaton. 
At this time the name of the paper was changed to 
that of the Lyons Mirror. Mr, Hawes went to 
Washington soon after he sold out and subsequently 
secured an appointment from President Lincoln as 
Consul to Japan, where he died. During the Fre- 
mont campaign, the Mirror became a Republican 
paper and took an active part in that memorable 
contest, 

The Mirror has been enlarged from time to time 
and is now a seven-column quarto, having an ex- 
tensive circulation, The office was totally destroyed 
by fire in 1869, but, undaunted, its publishers soon 
replaced it by a better one, Ithas never had time 
to change its politics and if it had, its editors 
are so strongly imbued with Republicanism that 
they would not have availed themselves of such op- 
portunity. So it is still advocating the principles 
of that party and isone of its most influential 
journals in this section of the country. It is con- 
ducteal with ability in all departments, is an inter- 
esting and valuable newspaper, and is deyoted to 
the interest of its patrons of the city and the county, 
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The Clinton County Advertiser. 


HE newspaper history of Lyons well exemp- 
lifies the general rule characteristic of the 
profession of journalism, while in most 

other branches the first efforts toward the establish- 
ment of a business in a new and growing place, are 
generally successful, In public journalism, the 
charm of talking to the people in print, the social 

















and political influence to be obtained as a stepping- 

stone to power and emolument, to ease and luxury, | 
tempt the innumerable graduates of the printing- 
oflice to seek some unoccupied field in which to es- 

tablish themselves and rise. Hence, they start out, | 
and for want of the means necessary to run a news- h 
paper a year or two, with but very little pay, they 
try anew place, and thus continue to roam, and it 
is but a corroboration of this remark to note that 
nearly all the newspapers now successfully conducted 
in Clinton County, are owned and edited by resi- 
dents having some property. 

The Clinton County Advertiser is the outgrowth 
of the Lyons Advocate, which was established in 
1855, by A. P. Durlin. It was Democratic in polities 
and was published by Mr. Durlin, with the exception 
of a suspension Of a short time during the war, until 
the spring of 1873, when he sold out to M. B. Phil- 
lipsand J. C. Hopkins, who changed the name to the 
Clinton County Advertiser, During that year Mr, 
Hopkins bought out his partner’s interest and be- 
came sole proprietor. Later Mr. KE. W. Conable 
had an interest in the paper for a while with Mr. 
Hopkins. In 1883, Mr, L. E. Fay purchased the 
entire plant, and in June of that year he sold out 
to his son, Lewis E. Fay, who had been connected 
with the Advertiser for several years, In June, 1886, 
the latter disposed of a half interest in the paper 
to his brother, C. A. Fay, and these two enterpris- 
ing young men are the present proprietors. 

In 1878 the paper attained a circulation which 
entitled it to the county printing, which it has since 
heid. ‘The Fays’ have gradually increased its cir- 
culation and enlarged the facilities of the oftice until 
it now ranks among the best equipped offices in the 
State. In 1854 steam-power was put in and the 
job department enlarged. In April, 1885, it was 
changed to a semi-weekly and is now issued every 
Tuesday and Friday. The present circulation of 
the Advertiser is 2,532, the largest of any paper in 
the county and excelled by few local papers of the 
country. It is an eight-column folio, Democratic 
in politics, its print is good and its editorials are 
able, logical and convincing, Its locals are fresh 
and crisp, and the Fay brothers are entitled to a 
great deal of credit for the present prosperous con- — 
dition of their paper. 
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The De Witt Observer. 


Cc HIS is one of the numerous well-edited news- 
paper publications in Clinton County, and 
like the others has experienced its ups and 

downs. It is conceded to be one of the most 


difficult things known to the business world to es- 
tablish a local paper upon a paying basis. It re- 
quires more energy, patience and perseverance to 
found one than to establish almost any other busi- 
ness. It is less remunerative, more vexatious, and 
requires the expenditure of greater mental and 
physical force than almost any other enterprise. 
Few there are who properly appreciate the labors, 
the trials and difficulties of a country editor. He 
enjoys none of the advantages, but he is expected 
to send forth a sheet that will compare favorably 
with the dailies of the large cities. Mr, Shoemaker, 
editor of this paper, as well as other editors, Can 
appreciate the force of these remarks perhaps better 
than people in general. ‘The plant from which this 
paper is printed has witnessed many changes in 
newspaper life, and has also seen the rise and fall 
of many journalistic hopes. 

During the latter part of the winter of 1855 O. 
C. Bates and J. McCormick started a paper here 
which was called the De Witt Clintonian and was 
Republican in politics. In 1859 P. C, Wright as- 
sumed the editorial management, but not being 
successful in its political contest, and failing in re- 
taining patronage, it was soon obliged to suspend. 
- From this wreck the Standard was established, in 
December, 1859, by O. C. Bates and D, MeNeil, 
which paper was also Republican in its politics, 
There were other papers started here during 
these years, but they were short-lived. For a 
while the Clinton County Journal, and then the 
Clinton County Democrat and the Wide-Awake, a 
aor campaign paper in the contest of 1860, were at 

‘different times presented to the people. The 
)} Standard was: published in 1861, by a Mr, Stewart, 
=<) who was followed by James §. Patterson. The 
latter gentleman went into the army in 1862, join- 
ing the 26th Regiment, and was killed at the bat- 
Ei tle of Arkansas Post. After the enlistment Re Mr. 
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‘| Patterson, O. C. Bates leased the office of DY Mc- 
Neil, and started a paper called the Signal. Just 
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what kind of a signal he proposed to give, tradition 

















does not inform us, but the result showed it to be a 
signal failure, for he took down the signal in 18638. 
But a better fortune awaited this old plant. On 
the 15th of July, 1864, 8S. H. Shoemaker purchased 
it and established the De Witt Observer, It 
started as a six-columnn folio and Republican in 
politics. has seen no good reason 
for changing its political creed, and his journal still 
continues to advocate the principles of the Repub- 
lican party. 
Prohibition. 


Was 


Mr. Shoemaker 


Ile has also added the principles of 
With these two flags at its masthead he 
believes he can successfully sail over life’s tempest- 
uous political sea, passing safely by its rocks ancl 
over its shoals. 

The paper has been twice enlarged, first to : 
In the 
early part of 1886 it was changed to a six-column 
quarto. In August, 1885, Mr. Shoemaker took in 
as his partner J. C. Benedict, and the style of the 
firm is now Shoemaker & Benedict, the former tak- 
ing the position of editor and the latter that of busi- 
ness-manager. The Observer oflice is furnished all 
through with the best material and presses, and for 
mechanical execution the job-work done at. this 
oftice will compare favorably with that turned out 
at the large establishments. In its business man- 
agement it is ably conducted, and its editor wields 
an able pen and is ever earnest and untiring in 
using it in behalf of his community as well as his 
party. In fact, the Observer is a great favorite 
with its numerous patrons. 


The Clinton Herald. 


seven and then to an eight column folio, 


is 


SHE following interesting data is given in 






stanch organ of the Republican party. In 
1856 Charles E. Leonard issued to the little village 
of Clinton a very neat and newsy paper, It was 
December 18 of that year that its first number ap- 
peared, and Mr, Leonard continued to publish it 
until 1863, and associated with him during the lat- 
ter part of this time H. B. Horton, the firm sailing 
under the name of Horton & Leonard, When the 
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railroad company moved their general offices to 
Chicago, Mr, Leonard took the job office of the pa- 
per there. What was left of the plant here was 
sold to Rey. John McLeish. with 


column folio. In its management is displayed con- q GR 
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siderable enterprise, tact, energy and superior busi- | Sra 
ness ability. Its editorials are able, and its local col- 
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the /Terald terminated in about two months, when it 
was purchased by H. MeAllister and Hugh Leslie. 
They assumed control of it Nov. 27, 1863, under 
the firm name of Leslie & McAllister. They con- 
ducted it until Jan. 1, 1867. At that time Thomas 
J. Flournoy, Jr., came in with a third interest. Ex- 
tensive additions were then made to the plant, and 
in September a semi-weekly was issued. In March, 
1863, Mr, Flournoy sold his interest to L. P. 
Allan. In the latter part of that year Mr, Leslie 
also withdrew, disposing of his interest to McAllis- 
ter & Allan. In the latter part of 1869, it evi- 
dently became McAllister’s time to withdraw from 
the paper, and we find him selling his interest to 
Il. S. Hyatt. Subsequently Allan sold out to Hy- 
att, who became sole proprietor. 

During the period when McAllister & Allan were 
proprietors, a daily was started, but the patronage 
was not sufficient to warrant a continuation very 
long and a tri-weekly was substituted. 

Another and more successful attempt to start a 
daily was made June 6, 1870, The paper appeared 
under the name of the Clinton Daily Herald, Since 
then it has been regularly published as a daily, ex- 
cept Sundays. ‘There is also a weekly edition, hav- 
ing a large circulation, Mr, Hyatt was not, how- 
ever, financially successful, and after some changes 
the Herald became the property of Josiah Russell. 
Two years later, in 1875, Waldo M. Potter pur- 
chased the paper and conducted it until March, 
1881, when he sold out to Frank W. Mahin and W. 
C, Kegel. On Jan. 1, 1885, Mr. Mahin purchased 
Mr. Kegel’s interest and conducted the paper until 
the first of the following August, when the business 
‘as incorporated under the name of the Clinton 
Herald Company, with a capital stock of $15,000. 
The officers are F. W. Mahin, President and Treas- 
urer; LL. R. Bradley, Secretary. ‘The daily and 
weekly are still issued, the daily coming out in the 
evening. 

The Herald has a liberal circulation and is the 
official paper of the city. The weekly is a twelve- 
page, six-column paper, while the daily is an eight- 








































all the happenings of the city and indeed of the en- 
tire county. 
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The Chnton Age. 





SHE journalistic profession is of such a peculiar 
© nature, so complicated in its literary and 

— business channels, and withal one of the most 
difficult in which to acquire success, that but few 
journals remain long under their original manage- 
ment. Not so with the Age, however, which con- 
tinues under the control and management of its 
founder, In 1868 the editor of this paper, E. H. 
Thayer, came to Clinton and began its publication, 
which he has continued since, winning for it great 
favor, especially among its party friends. It is a 
six-column folio, issued every Friday, and in poli- 
tics is Democratic. 






It is an ably conducted, newsy 
paper, enjoys a fair circulation, and Mr, Thayer, 
one of the oldest editors in the county, has shown 
great skill and ability in the management of his en- 
terprise. 


~* 
The Bugle. 


ZI Bugle is one of the numerous papers of 
the county which not only lays just claims 
to a liberal share of public patronage, but 
enjoys it. It is a six-column paper published 

Clinton by C. H. Dean, and by whom it was estab- 
lished in 1881. It is an excellent sheet, yery read- 
able and a credit to its publisher, | It is independ- 
ent in politics, and liberal in its religious views. 
Its editor believes he can exert a greater influence 
under that banner than any other. He will not be 
influenced by party or sect. He advocates such 
measures, national, municipal, religious and social, 
as will best subserve the interest of the mass of the 
community, regardless of any party, clique or indi- 
vidual, As such a journal it deserves, and it has, 
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the patronage of all classes. In his advocacy of 
measures, be they cosmopolitan or local, the editor 
is only guided by what he conceives to be the right, 
and will best conserve the true interest of his city, 
county, State and nation. In the interests of the 
merchants, he advocates the best means of develop- 
ing trade, and in the interest of all, he fights against 
rings, monopolies and every species of fraud that 
has a tendency to retard or lessen the people’s 
terest. A local journal established upon such a 
broad and liberal platform and evincing the enter- 
prise and public spirit the Bugle has under Mr. 
Dean’s able management, should receive the undi- 
vided support of men of all parties, creeds and 
opinions. It is not hampered or circumscribed by 
partisan principles of any nature, save truth and 
probity. 


in- 


The Clinton News. 


CFPUK News is « comparatively young paper. 
6 It was established May 4, 1882, by A. 'T. 

Alexander, Subsequently D. R. Markham 
came in as a partner. ‘The paper was issued first 
as a four-column folio, and in polities was inde- 
pendent. In July, 1883, J. Uf. Tierrey purchased 
the plant, but only published the paper for a short 
time when he sold out to E. W. Conable and I. If. 
Oakes, the present proprietor. In September, 1883, 
the News was enlarged to a seven-column folio. 
Under the new management it became a strong 
Democratic paper, and to-day is the leading organ 
of that party in this portion of the State. 

In 1883 the paper was incorporated with HK. W. 
Conable as President, F. H. Oakes, Vice-President, 
and A. O. Conable, Secretary and Treasurer. In 
connection with the daily, a weekly paper is pub- 
lished every Saturday, The typography of the 
News is neat and tasty. Indeed it would reflect 
honor on any Office to send out such excellent 
7 quality of work. The News office is furnished all 
\ through, with the. best material and presses for me- 
chanical execution; the job work done at this office 

By will compare favor ably with that turned out from 
ee =< the larger establishments of the country, 

lu The News is edited with ability and ably man- 
ik aged in all its appointments. ‘The senior editor is 
“an cai ape journalist, and a prominent  politi- 
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cian, and under his skillful management the News 
has become an important factor in the Democratic 
The 


enjoys a fair patronage, and in every way is a well 


party in this section of the country. paper 
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gvotten up sheet. 


The Towa Volks Zeitung. ¥, 

re 

ee eae: ey ; - 
71S its name imphes, this is a German paper. a 
It was established in 1867 by Pffeifer al 

a® 

Bros., who published it for several years, > 


when they sold out to Matzen & Leitz, the 
latter of whom, John Leitz, is its present ae 
and editor, 
liberally 
this section, and greatly admired by its readers. 


The paper 
patronized by the 


is issued every Friday, is 
Germans tide 


Clinton County Wochenblatt, 





/NOTHER weekly German paper, issued : 
every Wednesday at Lyons, and owned by 
Gireisen & Petersen, Wochenblatt, 
It was established several years ago and 
has grown with the interest of the Germans in this 
locality. It isa large paper, printed with good 
type, neatly gotten up and ably edited, Mr. Grei- 
sen, its editor, is an educated gentleman and an 
experienced journalist. 
bring his paper up to a very high standard among 
the journals of the day, and few papers published 
in the German language in this section compare 
with it in their editorial management, It is liber- 
ally patronized and worthy the support it has well 
earned, 
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Ile is therefore able to 










The Labor Review. 


tis 4 


CH IIIS bright little sheet was established in the 
early part of the current year (1886), pend- 
ing the city elections, and is issued in the 

interest of the Knights of Labor, or the laboring 

men, ‘The first issue appeared on the streets of 

Clinton Feb, 12, 1886. It isa four-column quarto, 

issued every Friday, and is liberally patronized by 

the laboring men as well as others. It is published 
by D. D. MeKinzie and edited by Hugh Leslie. It 
is very neat in appearance, a newsy and spicy sheet, 
as well as an able advocate of the rights of the 
working-men, 
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The Spectator. 


HEATLAND has been quite a place for 
\ef planting newspapers. In the autumn of 
1864 the Clinton County Advocate was 
established there, by R. 8. Baker and Charles Gra- 
ham. In December following Mr. Baker retired, 
selling out his interest to a Mr. Gault. This 
was the first, paper printed here, but its life was 
short. In 1873 the Wheatland News was started 
by Dr, Carothers, who conducted it until he died, 
which was during the winter of 1875-76. Frank 
L. Dennis then took the paper and published it 
until the summer of 1878, when it was closed out 
and the plant removed. W. IL. Bayless then tried 
his hand at the newspaper business for a few 
months, conducting the Wheatland Hnterprise. 
Seemingly, there was not enough enterprise in it to 
last long, and it suspended. The Wheatland Union 
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IG’ PEAKING of the first settler 
Ap sin. Clinton County — Elijah 
Buell—in another part of this 
ALBUM, an account was given 
of the first settlement of Ly- 
ons. The location selected by 
this primitive explorer, is one 
of the most picturesque on the ma- 
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| ‘i ah jestic Father of Waters. Though 
hele ly that destiny which shapes the end of 
al: HEN towns, as well as the lives of human 
4: “| (. ow) beings, has directed the bulk of 
iugk AA trade elsewhere, yet Lyons stands 
q NG to-day, for beauty of location, un- 
b " \ rivaled by any other town in Clin- 
hi : ton County. Reposing in its quiet 
f : grandeur on the elevated shores of the great 
nels 
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“die was a paper that atin the Saad people of this— 
town for several years. ‘The plant was moved a | 
from Lost Nation, where a paper called the Chief 
was published for a short time by H. C. Ford. He 
removed to Wheatland and started the Union, and . 
continued its publication until about 1580. 


established May 1, 1880, 


The Spectator was 
D. A. Gault. 
In May, 1882, it was purchased by D. A. 
It is : 
and 
liberal 


by 
tics. 
Markham, who is the present publisher. 
seyen-column folio, published weekly, 
Democratic in polities. It enjoys a 
advertising patronage and a fair circulation; its 
locals are abundant, fresh and crisp; its foreign 
and general news are such that the public desire to 
become acquainted with; its editorial columns are 
ably managed, and the political measures and 
movements of the day are discussed fearlessly yet 
dispassionately, 


is 





Mississippi, with its hills and its quiet valleys, it can 
justly say, though it is not possessed of extensive 
marts of trade and a large population, yet in that 
which it has, it is thrice blest. Mr, Buell’s lonely 
pioneer life, as has been stated, was relieved in the 
autumn of 1835, by the acquisition to his settle- 
ment of George W, Harland, who made a location 
a little south of him. By the spring of 1837, Mr. 
Buell’s prospective city had been further augmented 
in population by the presence of Mr. Foster, C. A. 
Hoag and Dennis Warren. With these men he laid 
out a townand gave it the name of Lyons, after the 
city in France by that name. A patent was se- 
cured from the Government for this land in 1840. 

The town grew quietly and slowly for several 
years. ‘The settlers from the very first had faith in 
its future greatness many of them predicting that 





It was independent in poli- == 
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at no distant date it would be a large city. It is 
possible that they may have had too much faith, 
and that they relied too much upon this and their 
superior advantages, and did not put forth that 
amount of energy they otherwise would, had the 
contrary been the case. 

A ferry was established across the river at this 
point as early as 1837, Fulton, which is opposite, 
being settled the same year that Lyons was. ‘This 
ferry was built by R. J. Jenks. 

The first religious services were held by Rey. 
Barton H. Cartwright, a famous Methodist Circuit 
preacher of pioneer days. From the best informa- 
tion this must have been in the year 1838. During 
that year he was in Whiteside County doing mission 
work, and undoubtedly it was at that time that he 
crossed the Mississippi. The first date of any school 
being opened here was about the year 1846, but it 
is probable that there was a private school taught 
at an earlier date than this, The polls were opened 
here first for an election of county officers in the 
year 1850, at which there were cast just fifty-one 
votes. 

In 1852 the good people of Lyons were very 
much elated over the prospects of having a rail- 
road, HH. P. Adams had started a movement which 
resulted in the organization of the Lyons & Iowa 
Central Railroad Company. Work was begun and 
kept up for several months, when the enterprise 
came to an inglorious end, with several hundred 
employes unpaid, except a small amount in goods, 
which they received from the company’s store, 
This justly gave it the name of the ‘ Calico Road.” 
Pe cee was to cross the Rar eares on a bytes, 


people Ponte to other localities on account of 
this disappointment. 

In 1855 the village was re-surveyed and its plat 
enlarged. It was about this period that the move 
he . ee really began to build another town about two miles 
further down the river. ‘This, however, did not 
‘cause any uneasiness to the people of Lyons, for 
they regarded the movement more in the light of a 
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Utopian dream than anything that would ever have 
any materialized form. 

During this year their hopes were again raised by 
the prospect of the completion to the Illinois side 
of the road coming from the east, the Galena & 
Chicago Railroad, and its ultimate crossing at this 
point. The Sabula scheme, which was to cross the 
Mississippi at that place, and thence westward 
through Maquoketa, with a line from the latter 
place to Lyons, had failed, Efforts were made to 
secure the crossing of the line coming from the east 
Accordingly a company was organ- 
ized for operations on the road leading from Ly- 
ons west in main view. of the Fulton crossing. 
Grading was continued until cold weather, and in 
the spring of 1856 it was resumed and completed 
between Lyons and Maquoketa, 

The leading spirit in this movement was s. 4. 
Jones, who was at this time President of the Air 
Line, which had secured from the Government the 
land grant, 
the speedy construction of the road westward, and 


Contracts were let to Kastern men for 


work was commenced and continued with a good 
deal of activity until the panie of 1857, when It was 
suspended, Tad it not been for this panic, it is 
thought that forty miles of road would have been 
completed by the Ist of January, 1858. 
the land grant was forfeited and was subsequently 
given to the Cedar Rapids & Missouri Railroad, the 
road-bed some years afterward being used by the 
Midland line. 

The successful operations of the Chicago, Lowa & 


Nebraska Railroad, and the combinations of inter- 


As it was, 


ests centering in the line, coming from the Kast, 
shut Lyons out from railroads and carried the 
crossing down to Clinton, ‘Thus she was deprived 
of railroad communication until 1870, For a more 
particular history of railroad matters, the reader is 
referred to the chapter on this subject. In later 
years. Lyons had the advantage of two railroad 
lines, a branch of the Chicago & Northwestern, and 
the Chicago, Milwaukee & Saint Paul. 

In the spring of 1855 Lyons was incorporated as 
a city, receiving a charter, under which the city 
government was administered until 1873, when it 
was incorporated under the general law. It is hard 
to speak of what might have been, Had the rail- 
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road bridge crossed the river at this point, the city , if 
woull have had a different destiny, its population The levee in front of Lyons offered admirable a fh 
been more numerous and its wealth enhanced. Yet, | sites for the erection of lumber-mills, and ve 9 ih 
after all, it is not dense populations nor great | mills were established at an arly day. They ac- | 
wealth that make people happy. Oftener these things | complished much towar d the general iibieie. Say | 
are a curse rather than a blessing. When we look | of the town, and were, in fact, its principal features. fi} i 
into great cities and behold the squalid poverty, In 1855 Samuel Cox and G, W. Stumbaugh led off; 
the misery, sin and crime there, we often think how | in the erection of the first sawmill here, In 1856" 
blest are they whose pathway in life has led them | when it was in full operation, it met with the fate 
into small villages, quiet little cities, or the rural | too often the lot of sawmills, being destroyed by 
districts. Possessed of a healthful and beautiful lo- | fire. It was rebuilt by Mr. Stumbaugh and run by 
cation, accessible to water and railroad transporta- | him for a number of years. In 1867 the machin- 
tion, independent of the wants of life, in moderate | ery was taken out and the building converted into 
prosperity, socially and morally advanced, the peo- | an ice-house, 
ple of Lyons are indeed fortunate and can feel that About the same time of the starting of the mill 
the smiles of heaven are constantly resting upon | above mentioned, Johnson & Clark put up their 
them, The town is comparatively out of debt,and | mill which was located just north of the former. 
has a population now of about 5,000 people. The panic of 1857 practically stopped their opera- 
tions. John Pickering also started a mill in 1856. 
It was crippled by the panic, and after it had been 
In 1868 a2 movement was commenced for the | in operation for about three years, was closed. 
building of a street railway between this city and | The lumber interest suffered severely during this 
Clinton, which resulted, in 1869, in the organiza panic, and it was many years before it assumed a 
tion of a company with a jake of $25,000. thriving condition, In 1867 Ira Stockwell pur- 
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| : Work was at onee commenced, and on December | chased the old Cox mill, made some additions and 
: 6 of the same year, the first trip was made overthe | improvements in the machinery and set it running. 
| E road which then extended as far as Eighth avenue, | The following year he purchased the Stumbaugh 
| ; Subsequently, the track was extended along Ca- | mill, which he also remodeled, and operated them 
E manche avenue to the southern borders of the both. Finally they were consolidated, further im- 


town, a distance of about five miles. provements being added until they had a eapacity 
of 100,000 feet of Tumber per day. In 1874 a fire 
occurred causing a loss of $60,000, 

Lyons Paper Co.—In 1878 a number of the cap- With the opening up of the Midland road, Mr. _ 
italists of Lyons came together and organized a | Stockwell’s business increased. In 1876, when he | 


company for the manufacturing of paper, They thought he was on the high road to prosperity, i] 


Manutactories. 


secured a capital of 860,000, and a building was | fire again swept away a large part of his buildings 

erected near the banks of the Mississippi. and | and machinery, throwing out of employment over 

equipped with the most modern and improved | 150 men, This was not all, for he lost the trade of |=? 
machinery, and the works were started. Subse- | the season, With his wonted energy and perse- thy 
quently, the capacity of the mill was increased and | verance, he started in again and soon had his mills |pesy 
it is now capable of consuming about fourteen tons | again running, Subsequently he formed a com- 
of straw per day, ‘They turn ‘out wrapping and | pany which is now known as the Lyons Lumber fh 
building paper and various kinds of dishes, This | Company. Of this Iva Stockwell is President, G. M 
isa very important industry to the people of Ly- | Davis, Vice-President, and Otto Lachmund, Secre- 
ons, as it is the means of bringing into circulation | tary and Treasurer. ‘This company is doing an ex- 
a large amount of money. S. I. Smith is the Presi- | tensive business and is prosperous. It is located 
dent of the company. on the corner of Third street and Sixth avenue. 
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In 1869 David Joice and 8. I. Smith formed a 
partnership and put up a mill on a large scale, the 
*puilding and machinery costing about $48,000. 
Subsequently, Mr. Joice purchased Mr. Smith’s 
interest and operated the mill alone. Im 1874 L. 
B. Wadleigh, FE. P. Welles and D. J. Bachelder 
“ pooled ” their issues and formed a lumber com- 
They purchased the Haun property and the 
old oristmill, reconstructed the machinery of the 
sawmill, and commenced ope rations. In 1877 Mr. 
Wadleigh retired from the firm, and Stimpson 
Gardner, with his two sons, Silas [. and George, 
ie came in, the style of the firm then being W elles, 
Gardner & Co. The most improved machinery 
has been put into this mill, including all the labor- 
saving appliances. It now has a capacity of about 
16,000,000 feet of lumber per annum, and they 
give employment to about 150 men. ‘This is an es- 
tablishment of which Lyons may well be proud 
and one which has largely augmented her pros- 
perity. 

There are several other manufactories here— 
cigars, cigar-boxes, boiler-works, matches, sash, 
doors and blinds, ete. These all add their mite to 
the increase of the business and the growth of the 
city. 


pany. 


eee 


“BANKS, 


A. CG. Root established the first bank in Lyons, as 
early as 1845, near the levee, Here he carried on 
a thriving banking business for many yenrs. In 
1855 he moved to the corner of Main and Second 
streets, where he remained until 1860, when he 
sold out to O. McMahon and W, N, Evans. ‘This 
firm continued the business until 1865, when the 
system was changed and the Lyons First National 
Bank was established, with a capital stock of %$50,- 
yy (O00. Subsequently this was increased to $100,000, 
Ht J, P. Page was President, O, McMahon, Vice-Pres- 
“al ident, and William M. Holmes, Cashier. Oliver 


h 


NY i McMahon is the present President. 


ic 


| peel ~  WATER-WORKS, 

ON oe a i In 1875 the Lyons Water-Works Company was 
“fd EES =) organized, with J. P. Gage as President; Hiram 
os . i, i Gates, Vice-President; J. C. Root, Secretary, and 
» <. J. H. Barum, ‘Treasurer. ‘The. works are located 


a : e ae A iF | ; ' 

a iS ~ on a high bluff on Seventh street, and cost $40,000. 
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‘built of brick, with terra cotta ornamentation, and 
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They are a combination of the direct pressure and { ) 
reservoir system, which has proved very effectual 57) 
7 my | | 


in cases of fire. 


MASONIC, 


From the time that Lyons was anything of a 
town, she has taken the lead in Masonic matters, 
and, through the zeal of the fraternity here, a 
grand Masonic Temple was established, ‘The cor- 
ner-stone was laid Aug. 15, 1871, with imposing 
The Temple is a four-story structure, 
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ceremonies. 





surmounted with a dome, It is a fine building and 
a marked feature of the city. The Oriental Chap- 
ter was instituted here in 1867, and in 1869 the 
Seottish Rites, the first instituted in the State, were 
established. 
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SCHOOLS. 


Daniel Gordon was the first school teacher of 
whom there is any definite knowledge. He taught 
in 1846, and following him was John S. Stowes, who 
taught in 1847-48, ‘The Fourth street brick school- 
house was erected in 1847. The first School Di- 
rectors were Daniel H, Pearce, Oliver P. Aikman 
and J.T. Foster. ‘There appeared to be here quite 
a strong prejudice against “ women teachers,” and 
for a time none but men were employed. Up to 
1865 the schools were conducted under the township 
system, and it was with considerable labor that a 
change was made and a system of graded schools es- 
tablished. After much controversy a new school 
building, known as the Central, was begun in 1858, 
It was not completed for several years, owing to con- 
tention and litigation growing out of this contro- 
versy, but was used for school purposes. In 1873 the 
south brick schoolhouse was completed, and the 
following year the north building, the cost of both 
being about $15,000, At the same time part of 
one of the buildings was declared to be unsafe, anc 
a new structure was consequently erected. They 
have now a thorough system of evaded schools, 
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presided over by an excellent corps of teachers. - H 
OUR LADY OF ANGELS SEMINARY, ‘ 

ta the fall of 1872 the Sisters of Charity of the #14 
Blessed Virgin Mary, purchased the building form- ay 
erly used by the Female College, for $10,000, and et! 
commenced their preparations for the establishment i 
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of one of their schools here. This building had | completed, and dedicated June 24, though yet in) 
been erected by Rev. John Covert, the founder of — an unfinished condition. The society have a very ee 
the female College, and was located on the corner of | pretty church, capable of seating 500 persons, and 
Washington and Tenth streets. ‘The school, how- | are prosperous. ! 


~~ 








ever was never a success, and always seems to have Methodist. As has been stated in another part of Hog 
heen badly managed. It was finally abandoned — this work, Rey. Barton H. Cartwright was the first |} 


aw 


and the building sold as above stated. yastor to preside over Methodist services in Lyons. 
uilding® s¢ | Q 
The building was afterward remodeled by the | Meetings were held among the brethren until the 
Sisters, and additions were made which much im- | schoolhouse was built, and then they appropriated 
. © | = 7s .  J¢ 
proved its appearance and enhanced its value. A | that, In 1856 they completed their church edifice 
view of the building is given in this volume, The — on Sixth street, which they still occepy. Rey. Mr. 
Sisters have now established a school which ranks | McMurtry was their first regular pastor, The 
with the leading Catholic schools of the country, | society has been prosperous, and has done good 
A thorough course, embracing the English and | work. 
. ; . . ° . + . . 7 PP. pe Diya 5 ‘ ~ u . . ous 
classical studies, with music and art, is taught. The — Presbyterian, A society of this denomination 
: M . sé ‘ | rae “Ore i’ a] i | : ay -@-< ° ‘nls 
rooms are airy, well ventilated and pleasant, and | was organized in the fall of 1855, in the brick 
the Sisters, who are thorough instructors, are un- — schoolhouse, by Rey. O. Clark, of Fredonia, N. Y., 
ceasing in their devotion to the interests of their | who was their first pastor, Meetings were after- 
pupils, Sister Mary Anastasia is the Mother | ward held in Concert Hall. Mr. Clark served the 
Superior, and is a highly educated and most noble | church until 1861. During his pastorate a church 
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Hl . . r - =f ‘ais _ . ‘ 
Christian woman. | building was erected, which was located on Seventh 
RELIGIOUS. street. ‘This building is now occupied by the Ger- 


man Catholic Society. In 1861 they completed 
their present edifice, at a cost of $6,000, The so- 
ciety has suffered much depletion by members 


Congregational. This society was first organized 
at Union Grove, IIL, in the log cabin of Henry 
Ustick, who was among the first settlers of White- — ages: ep 
side County. The meetings were subsequently ooh, away, yet it is in a fairly prosperous state. 
transferred to Fulton, the majority of the members | The Catholic Church. A mission was established 
living there. In 1845 the society was re-organized here s first by the Dubuque society. A small 
and took the name of the Congregational Church — building was put up for a place of Worship in 1852, 
of Lyons and Fulton, with Rev. J. H. Prentiss as | 0” Pearl street, which answered the purpose for 
their first pastor. For a time they had no regular | DY Yeats, In 1871 the present grand chureh 
place for holding their meetings. The first service emits “oe Som pleted. This is situated on the 
at Lyons was held in the Jog cabin of Daniel Hess, oe and its ROSS architecture can be seen for 
They were also held in the |, miles, Its construction cost about $45,000 and it 
has a seating capacity of 2,000 persons. It is built 
of the limestone taken from quarries near the city, 








on Second street, 
cabin of Elijah Buell. After the brick schoolhouse 
was built, in 1847, services were held there, people . | 
coming from Teeds’ Grove and Camanche to. at- and it resembles much in appearance an old ecathe- 
tend. For awhile Rev. H. G. Warner held services | (val. The name of the church is Saint Ireneus, and 
in Ris cabin, which was about two miles from town, | is presided over by Rev. Patrick Leahey. 

In 18542 movement was made toward the erection | Zpiscopal. Dee, 22, 1855, this society perfected 
of a building, Elijah Buell donating the lots and | tts organization here. The meeting, which was 
$125 to start with. It was completed and dedicat- | held in the ‘Town Hall, was presided over by Bishop 
ed in July, 1856. A change in the growth of the | Henry Lee, and the name given was Grace Epis- 
principal part of the town made it necessary to | Copal Chureh, About a year afterward they com- 
change the location of the church, and in 1857 a  Menced the erection of a church building, which 
new building was erected; this was afterward de- | Was completed in 1857, and consecrated May 21 
stroyed by fire, In 1860 a new church edifice was | Of the same year, Bishop Lee presiding. Rey. H. 
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W. Beers was their first rector. Services have 
been held pretty regularly, with the exception of 
one year, since the organization. ‘The church 
property is valued at about $4,000, and there is a 
fair membership. ; 

Besides this there are two other societies, which 
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IIE great Father of Waters 
as it majestically sweeps on 
its Southern 
marked on the dial of time 
just fifty years since the sites 


course, has 






now adorned by the beauti- 
ful city of Clinton, was first set- 
tled by a white man, He would 
indeed have been a prophet, 
who could have predicted at 
that time what this fair terri- 
tory would contain a half cen- 
tury hence, and the wildest specu- 
lations then indulged in with re- 
gard to the future of the town, prob- 
ably were not far from the present 
realization. It is difficult to real- 
ize the changes that have been 
made in its appearance and sur- 
~ roundings since the spring of 1856, 
-~or that so much has been accom- 
plished in, so brief a period. 
roti: Where now stand stately public 
_— | buildings, | schoolhouses and 
; : (i) churches, spacious stores and business houses, busy 
‘5. mills and workshops, elegant residences, surrounded 
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were organized at a more recent date—Saint Boni- 5 


facius, Roman Catholic (German) Church, located 
on Seventh street, and now presided over by Rey. 
J. A. Schulte; and Saint John’s Evangelical Luth- 
eran Church, located on Prospect street, and pre- 
sided over by Rev. F. W. Grumm. 
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with evidences of refinement and culture, tasteful a 
cottages, the homes of a thrifty and contented peo- Et 
ple, miles of well-graded streets and sidewalks, EW 
filled with all the busy life of an energetic and fl 
I 
prosperous city, but a generation ago was an Un- Hl 
peopled waste, the beauty of its site nuknown, save i 
to an occasional hunter or the Indian nomads, 5 
Many are still living in the city in the enjoyment 4 
of a hale old age, who aided in the foundation of ty 
the new town, and erected some of its first build- 2 
ings. ‘They have lived to see the primitive cabin i 
replaced by large and substantial buildings of i 
frame, brick or stone, and have seen the little town | a 
spread out from the small nucleus until its well- al : 
built streets extend in all directions and the little 5 n 
village has become an important business mart, the rt : 
center of a thickly-settled and wealthy community. i 4 


Some time in the spring of 1856, an adventurer 
by the name of Joseph M. Bartlett, who, by the 
way, was something of a wag, made ‘squatters’ ”’ 
claim here and shortly afterward brought in a small 
stock of goods and opened a store. He laid out, 
partly by stakes and partly in his mind, quite an 
extensive town, which he called New York. Iflere 
Mr. Bartlett dwelt for about two years, traflicing in 

merchandise, real estate, etc., when he sold out his 
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entire interest in the future city to Messrs. Pearce, 
Randall and Jennings. Mr. Bartlett claims that 
there was gold here. Literally speaking, it has not 
been proven that his claim was correct, for it is not 
known that there was ever any native gold dis- 
covered in the earth in this region. Figuratively 
speaking, the “squatter” was correct, for those 
who came here and went to work with zeal, have 
gathered very liberally of that coin. To use a 
miner’s phrase, it “panned out well;’ the “ output 
was good,” 

By the winter of 1838-39 there had been a small 
increase in the population of the little settlement, 
as at that time we find two stores and a tavern 
flourishing here. Daniel H. Pearce, his father and 
his family, consisting of ten members, had moved 
in and were living in a log cabin, located between 
what is now known as the Windsor House and the 


river. The following fall the first election was 


held and when the ballots were counted there were 


found to have been sixteen voters. 

According to the best information, the first 
manufacturing industry established in Clinton was 
not a very honorable one. This was nothing less 
than a counterfeit coin shop, sometimes called 
* Bigelow’s mint.” It was located a little below 
town and run by a man bearing the above name. 
Bigelow’s money was executed with great skill and 
for a while had an extensive circulation, some of it 
even passing into the land-oflice. His shop was 
subsequently demolished and he was banished the 
county, with a warning never to put his foot on its 
soil again, 

At the time settlement was begun here, this lo- 
cation had two formidable rivals, Lyons and Ca- 
manche. The victory would unquestionably have 
been in favor of the former had the managers of 
the Northwestern Railroad Company and _ the 
owners of real estate in Lyons come to terms. ‘The 
railroad company had completed its track to the 
banks of the Mississippi, at Fulton, in December, 
1855, with the intention of crossing the river at 
that point. Failing to make satisfactory arrange- 
ments to cross at Fulton, the company opened ne- 
gotiations with the Iowa Land Company, with suc- 
cessful results, and turning its track down the river, 
determined its crossing at Clinton. This action 





nee 


Lyons and Camanche, and secured the supremacy | 
of Clinton. 
The Iowa Land Company was organized in the 
spring of 1855, and in the following July made its <i! 
first purchase of a tract of land embracing about Mi ; 
500 acres and upon which a large portion of the ae ri 
present city of Clinton is built. The location for i H 
a city with the exception of some sloughs was 
quite satisfactory. Along the river for two miles 
there is a natural levee with fine sites for ware- 
houses and manufactories. Back of the broad 
plain, extending from the river, are gentle slopes Z) 
and bluffs affording beautiful scenery and fine sites 
for suburban residences, while the plain is well 
adapted for business blocks and the marts of trade. 
The city is exceedingly well laid out, the thor- 
oughfares marked by streets and avenues, The 
latter are not less than 100 feet wide, and extend 
from the river westward at distances of 300 feet. 
These are intersected at right angles by the streets, 
which are eighty feet wide, running north and 
south, 600 feet apart. Much credit is due the 
Iowa Land Company for this admirable Way in 
which the city is laid out. In many respeets, this 
company aided in the progress of the town, and 
particularly by its liberal donations to church con- 
gregations, parks and schools. ‘The first really sub- 
stantial building that adorned the city was erected 
by this company, and was known for many years. 

as the Iowa Central Hotel and Block, 

The town as first laid out contained 291 acres. 
It was not long, however, until six additions were 
made, increasing the number of acres embraced 
within the various plats to 635. From time to 
time since, as the necessities required, other addi- 
tions were made, The Iowa Land Company in 
laying out the town, adopted that very judicious 
plan of setting out shade trees, which haye since 
added so much to its beauty and improved its san- 
itary condition. An extensive system of filling 
and grading was also adopted, which was remark- 
able for a city so young and with so small a popu- 
lation. 
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RAILROADS, 


Soon after the organization of the Towa Land 
Company or during the years 1855-56, speculation 
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| in lots was extensively carried on, being caused | the Land Grant Bill and the State resumed owner- 
more or less by projected railroad enterprises. | ship of the land, During 1860, the General As- 
Emigration was pouring into the State and the new | sembly oranted the same subsidy to the Cedar Rap- 
town of Clinton was receiving her share of the | ids & Missouri River Railroad, with a provision 
new settlers, Among the railroad projects about requiring it to build a track from a point of inter- 
this time, was one to be run from Lyons to Lowa section with the Chicago, lowa & Nebraska Com- 
City, known as the Lyons & Iowa Central and sub- | pany, within the limits of Clinton, to Pearl street, 
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sequently called the “ Calico Road.” There was | Lyons. This action of the Legislature only im- | 
also the Mississippi & Iowa Central and the Chi- | creased the rivalry and bitterness between Clinton § 
cago, Lowa & Nebraska. For the two latter roads | and Lyons and gaye no promise of material benefit i 
Clinton was made the base of operations. The | to either of the towns. ‘This plan was opposed by a 
Land Grant Act, after much opposition, was passed, | Clinton, which refused the right-of-way, and the & ol 
which greatly ‘stimulated the railroad projects. | Chicago, Iowa & Nebraska Company prohibited it in 
These were exciting and spirited times for Clinton, | from making any connection with their road, An at 
and the outcome of vital importance to her future. | injunction was served on the Cedar Rapids & Mis- 4 
The Chicago, Iowa & Nebraska Railroad Com- il 


souri Company, forbidding the breaking of ground 
within the city limits of Clinton, and also against 
the construction of the “ plug ;” thus matters rested 
until the charter was amended, when the Supreme 
Court of the State dissolved the injunction in 1868. 
Subsequently the track was laid making a junction 
with the Chicago, Lowa & Neb ‘aska at Second ayve- 
nue, where the franchise extended, but nothing was 
done with the “plug” until the following year, 
when it was operated in a farcical way by parties 
known as the Institute Company. This “ plug” 
subsequently went into the possession of the Chicago 
& Northwestern Company, and formed apart of the 
Midland extension, 

In 1862 the Chicago & Northwestern leased the 
Chicago, lowa & N ebraska and subsequently, or be- 
fore the lease expired, secured control of it, The 
line was completed through to Council Bluffs, un- 
der the name of the Mississippi Company in 1867, 
where it made connection with the Union Pacific. 

The railroad buildings here were erected on lands 
donated by the Iowa Land Company, The first 
depot was located at the foot of Fourth avenue, 
which served the purpose of a station until 1872, 
when the new depot building was completed, 

With a completion of the Northwestern system 
came in due time the other lines, the Chicago, Mil- 
waukee & Saint Paul, the Burlington, Cedar Rapids 
& Northern, and the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy, 
making the city of Clinton an important railroad 
center, and aiding very materially in its growth 
and development, In fact, Clinton owes her ex- 


pany had given its pledges to hold its astern ter- 
i mination at Clinton, but there were strong efforts 
made by the Galena & Chicago Union Railroad 
i interests, to induce this company to recede from 
i this position and forsake Clinton. ‘These efforts 
(aa were, however, unavailing, and finally all the rail- 
i | road projects extending westward from the river, 
141| unified into the Chicago, Lowa & Nebraska Rail- 
H road. In the early part of the summer of 1856, 

.. with the Boston interests in its control, it was 
il started as an Iowa extension of the Dixon Air 
il Line. ‘The Chicago, Iowa & Nebraska Company, 

failing to receive the corporation of the Galena 

f Company, pressed forward to its work unaided, and 
hi ~ by May, 1857, had the track completed as far as 
hi} fi. De Witt, a distance of twenty miles, By the latter 
=| part of the year the line was finished to the Wap- 
sipiniecon River, and in J uly following, the road 
reached Clarence, Cedar County, and by December, 
arrived at Lisbon. The following June (1850), 
#)\\ the locomotive steamed into Cedar Rapids, eighty- 
| E two miles from Clinton, As this was accomplished 
Hocreyduring the panie of 1857, and the natural financial 
1 {|demoralization following this crisis, great credit is 
“/\Saue to the management, and especially to Col. 
=“vrilo Smith. Aside from this it had no State aid 
| and was also. opposed by the lowa Central Air 
ooh) Line Road, which had a land grant of upward 
Ms of 800,000 acres, The road was built to Cedar 
a, gi Rapids principally by Boston capital. ‘The Lowa 
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Sse Central Air Line failed to meet the requirements of 
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istence and present prosperity to these railroad 
men, 
CLINTON BRIDGE. 

Following the brief account of the railroad inter- 
ests should come that of Clinton Bridge, which, 
like the railroads, is closely interwoven with the 
interests of the city. A bridge spanning the Mis- 
sissippi and connecting the shores of Illinois and 
Iowa together was contemplated by both of the 
‘ailroad companies—the Galena & Chicago and the 
Chicago, Iowa & Nebraska. Prior to 1857 two 
corporations had secured a charter—the Galena 
Company and the Albany & Mendota, In 1857 
the former company, under the management of 
skillful engineers, commenced its surveys, examin- 
ing the ground between the “narrows” above 
Lyons and points below Clinton. ‘The result of 
this survey was the recommendation of a point of 


> 


crossing, resting on the Lowa shore just above the 
Lyons Paper Company. 

In the meantime the rival companies competed 
with each other in attempts at negotiations. In 1859 
a committee was selected to determine the place of 
crossing, and chose the middle one recommended 
by the engineers. This arrangement was eventually 
set aside, and the bridge prospectors were all at sea 
again, Subsequently another company secured a 
charter and the present bridge site was selected. 
The work of building the bridge was commenced 
in earnest. Jan. 15, 1859, the first pile was driven, 
and the last span was put in, extending to Little 
Rock Island, on December 14 following. The 
Chicago & Northwestern completed their track 
from Fulton down Jan. 16, 1860, and January 19 
the first train steamed over from the Prairie State, 
when it was received by a salute of guns. ‘This 
part of the bridge contained seven spans, of 200 
feet in length each, supported by stone piers resting 
on stone piles. A pile-way trestle, on the western 
end, is 1,400 feet long. From Little Rock Island 
transportations were had by ferry, and, when the 
river was frozen up, by teams across to the Iowa 
shore. ‘The current, however, was very swift be- 
tween the island and the mainland, and the ice was 
not often thick enough to admit the passage of 
teams. 

In January, 1864, the other part of the bridge 
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was commenced. 


Western States were linked together with bands of 


iron, never more to be separated, The bridge is 


On Jan. 6, 1865, the bridge was — 
completed, the last rail was laid, and the two great 4 


850 feet in length, and consists of three How jo 


‘Truss spans. 
two 175 feet, and the draw 300 feet. 
structed on the Bollman patent. The Lowa abut- 
ment and one of the piers rests on rocks; the second 
pier is built upon piles, and the third upon crib 
work, formed on a sand bed. ‘The draw runs on 
anti-friction rollers, is operated by steam, and when 
open leaves two passages of 123 feet in width, The 
two cribs.contain 2,000,000 feet of timber, 50,000 
cubie feet of dimension stone, and 600,000 cubic 
feet of rubble stone, all taken from the quarries of 
Clinton, . 

The steamboat interests were greatly opposed to 
the bridge, and served an injunction prohibiting 
the closing of navigation. ‘The draw was built 
upon the long pier, and, on the day of the expira- 
tion of the injunction, a heavy force was put to 
work and it was successfully swung into place with- 
out any interruption. In 1874 the wooden trusses 
on the eastern end of the bridge were removed 
and replaced by the Pratt & Pash iron trusses. 
The cost of this fine structure is estimated at 
$1,700,000, and tt was the first to span the great 
Mississippi. 

CITY GOVERNMENT. 


In January, 1857, Clinton was incorporated as a 
city. In March following, the charter was adopted 
by the people and a city government organized. 


This charter was amended in 1859, and in 1867, the . 


city government was re-organized under the general 
law providing for cities of the second class. The 
first council room was in a wooden building on the 
corner Of First street and Third avenue, with Sam- 
uel Crozier as Mayor, The municipal affairs of the 
city have generally been well conducted. The ofti- 
cials have been honest and economical, and have 
generally labored for the best interests of the city. 


MANUFACTORIES, 


Manufactories are the great auxiliaries to the 
growth of any town, <A city that does not have 
them has no substantial structure to rest upon. 
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They have a hey-day of prosperity occasionally, 
stimulated by speculation or brought about by a 
favorable current of trade, but without manu- 
facturing interests no city has a solid basis for de- 
velopment. In this department Clinton has been 
exceedingly fortunate. It has been the source of 
her prosperity and wealth, 


LUMBER INTERESTS. 


Clinton without her lumber interests would be 
like a bird without her wings. She, to-day, is prob- 
ably one of the heaviest manufacturers of lumber 
in the country, and it is believed that nowhere 
within the same area of territory is there as much 
lumber cut as along the banks of the Mississippi in 
front of Clinton, and nowhere are there superior 
mills, finer machinery or better facilities for perfect 
and economical cutting, The lumber business has 
been a great reservoir of wealth to her, 

In the spring of 1856, Charles A. Lombard, from 
the Pinetree State (Maine), settled in Clinton and 
erected a sawmill on the banks of the Mississippi, 
near the railroad bridge. This was the first mill 
put up in Clinton. 
5,000 feet of lumber per day. This he operated 
for about a year, when he sold out to Messrs, Gray 
& Lunt, who were also from the same State. This 
firm sold their machinery, put in new, and remodeled 
their mill under the supervision of Chaney Lamb, 
Me a skillful millwright from New York State. 
yf mill was an improvement on the former one, but 
i] ‘ compared with the mills here to-day was not much 
of an affair, Subsequently Mr. Lamb purchased 
the mill and made some further improvements. He 
had just begun to do nicely, when, in the fall of 
1859, his mill was burned. Mr, Lamb was unshaken 
by his severe loss, and, with his usual marked en- 

ergy, commenced immediately the erection of an- 

~y other. This he completed and had in operation in 
i the spring of 1860. With his increasing business 
: f came a demand for more lumber capacity. Accord- 
i a ingly, in 1868, he erected another mill, with a ca- 
t | é J pacity of about 10,009,000 feet during the season. 
he Soe About this time he took his sons in as partners and 
Su] the firm became known as C. Lamb & Sons. In 
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another mill was erected with still greater capacity, | 
capable of cutting 125,000 feet per day. In 1879 & 
they were again sufferers from fire. This firm has E 
gradually improved their machinery and the facili- 
ties for manufacturing lumber, and now do a large 
business, employing about 800 men, Truly Mr. 
Lamb has been one of the benefactors of Clinton, to 
whose energy and business capacity she owes much 
of her growth. 
CLINTON LUMBER COMPANY. 
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This company first erected their sawmill at Ly- 
ons in 1857, where they operated it for about a 
year. Owing to the difficulties of transportation 
they removed, in the summer of 1851), to Clinton, 
making some additions to their machinery, ete. In 
1867 the mill was remodeled and its capacity in- 
ereased. In January, 1866, the company purchased 
Horsford & Miller’s mill property, added gang saws 
and made several improvements in their old mill. 
The following year the capital stock was increased 
to $100,000. Since then they have been contin- 
ually enlarging and improving their manufacturing 
facilities until now they have one of the best mills 
in the country and have a large and prosperous 
L. B. Wadleigh is the present President 
of the company, and has been connected with it 
since 1878; they employ about 225 hands. 
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business. 


W. J. YOUNG & CO, 


W. J. Young first opened a lumber-yard at Clin- 
ton in 1858, to handle lumber manufactured at La 
Crosse, Wis., by the Ohio Mill Company, In 1860 
the mill was moved to Clinton, put up and set in 
operation about the middle of August, The com- 
pany’s business increased very rapidly, which in- 
duced them to enlarge their capacity, and in 1866, 
they commenced the construction of their large 
mill. It was finished the following year and set in 
operation, and is one of the best mills in the coun- 
try. From this time on they have continued to in- 
crease their capacity and perfect their machinery, 
and have introduced many excellent devices for the 
saving of labor. ‘They employ about 600 men and 
cut upward of 50,000,000 feet of lumber annually. 
The logs for all the sawmills are rafted down the 
Mississippi River and are cut mostly from the 
pineries of Wisconsin and Minnesota, <A rafting 
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fleet consisting of stern-wheel steamboats for hand- 
ling these rafts, was established several years ago. 
As long as the timber supply holds out Clinton will 
be the great lumber manufacturing center of this 
part of the country. 

CURTIS BROS, & CO. 

This company’s sash factory is one of the Impor- 
tant industries of Clinton. It was first established 
by Tall & Ankeny, who sold it out to Curtis Bros. 
in 1869. Since that time many improvements and 
additions have been made and their facilities have 
largely increased. They manufacture doors, blinds, 
sash, mouldings, windows, ete. ‘Their patronage is 
quite extensive, extending to the Territories and 
southward all the way to Texas. In 1879 the com- 
pany suffered a severe loss by fire, which con- 
sumed upward of 1,500,000 feet of seasoned lum- 
ber, valued at $50,000. 

The style of the firm now is Curtis Bros, & Co., 
and is composed of G. M. and C, F, Curtis and J. 
KE. Carpenter, They turn out annually about $300,- 
000 worth of manufactured goods and employ 
about 300 men, 

PAPER COMPANY. 

This company was first organized for the manu- 
facture of paper in 1868, with A. P. Horsford 
President and A. Siddle as Secretary and Treasurer. 
The latter part of this year they set their factory in 
operation. They did a large business at the first 
and have since increased their facilities. This fac- 
tory has been of considerable benefit to the farmers, 
as it has furnished them a good market for their 
surplus straw, ‘They consume as high as ten tons 
of straw per day, turning out often 125 tons of 
paper per month. George C. Smith is President; 
A. Siddle, Secretary and ‘Treasurer, 

CLINTON BRIDGE AND IRON WORKS, 


A very important industry in Clinton is the 
foundry and bridge-building works, now owned by 
C. C. Keeper. This is quite an old establishment 
and turns out a good deal of work, Mr. Keeper 
has recently added a new brick building and made 
other extensive improvements, and is prepared to 
make bridges and do all kinds of heavy iron work, 


| ORIENTAL MILLS. 
One of the very important and useful manufac- 
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tories of Clinton is the Oriental Flouring-mill, lo- nis fy 
cated on First avenue, and which is operated by. oe 2 
Bannister Bros. These mills have been carried on if rea 
for several years. ‘The roller system has been in- % - in 
troduced, and all modern improvements adapted, is re) 
which enable the proprietors to turn out the highest aa 
grade of flour. ue 
BANKS. n| 1 

D. W. Dakin was the pioneer banker of Clinton, |= = 

opening his bank in 1857, in the Central Block. 

In 1860 he sold out to Budd & Baldwin, who car- 

ried on the business until 1863, when they disposed 

of their interest to W. F. Coan, In 1865 this bank 

was merged into the Clinton National Bank, with a fy 
sapital stock of $60,000, with W. F. Coan, Presi- 
dent, and Milo Smith, Vice-President. In 1868 
the bank moved to the corner of Second street and 
Sixth avenue, where they have erected a fine bank- 
ing house. Mr. Coan died in 1885, and C. J. Wes- 
ton became President, and George B, Young, Vice- 
President, 

CLINTON COUNTY SAVINGS BANK, 

This bank was organized in 1867, with W. J. 
Young, President, and C, Lamb, Vice-President. 
One of the objects of this institution was to afford 
a means to the lumber employes to lay by their 
surplus earnings. This has proved to be a very 
beneficial institution, and all classes of laboring 
inen have been stimulated to lay aside something 
of their earnings to deposit 





here. The men 
at the head of it was a sure guarantee that its — 
depositors would not meet the fate of those who H ql 
commonly patronize savings banks. In 1875 the 7 
institution was re-organized, with W. J. Young as 
President and C. Lamb, Vice-President, 

















CITY NATIONAL BANK, 


This institution was first established as a private 
bank, by A. L. Stone and A. G. Smith, in 1870. 
The business was carried on in this way until 1880, 
when it was merged into the City National Bank, 
with a capital stock of $100,000. A. L. Stone was 
chosen President; E. P. Welles, Vice-President, 
and A. J. Smith, Cashier, They have a substantial 
banking-house erected on Fifth avenue, which they 
own, 

Haywood & Sons, located on Fourth street, is 


















































































a prosperous business, 

POST-OFFICE. 

post-office established at Clinton 
was in the early part of 1856, with Charles Mack- 
lay as Postmaster. ‘The office was first opened in 
the Central Block, but was afterward held in differ- 
ent parts of the city, and was finally located on 
Fifth avenue, in a stone front building adjoining 
the City National Bank. 


The first regular 


CLINTON WATER-WORKS. 

The rapid increase of population and the neces- 
sity of having better fire protection and better 
water, caused the people, in 1874, to take up 
the subject of constructing suitable water-works. 
As there was an ordinance limiting the ¢ 
of debt by the city, it was prevented from undertak- 
ing the enterprise. Accordingly a private company 
jamil| was organized with twenty-year franchises from the 
ik city. The city also contracted for seventy hy- 
mle drants, at an annual rental of $100, and granted to 

the company the free use of the park on First 
street. L. B. Howe was elected President of the 
company; Oliver Messer, Vice-President; KE. H. 
‘Thayer, Secretary; and J. ©, Weston, ‘Treasurer. 
The works were completed about the Ist of De- 
cember, and on the 12th, water was sent through 
the pipes to private houses. The building, which 
is located on the banks of the Mississippi River, is a 
very neat one, from which ascends the graceful wa- 
il|| ter-tower into the blue sky 120 feet. It rests on a 
1), solid stone foundation, and the base is seventeen 
il feet in diameter, tapering gradually to the top, 
ii} where it is twelve feet in diameter. Surmounting 
i! this is an observatory. The pumping engines are 
Us first-class, with the most improved plans, with boil- 
{4 ers sufficient to furnish any amount of steam re- 
|i! quired. ‘The distributing system is sustained by a 
“) sixteen-inch supply main, in which the flow is reg- 


ontracting 


a j : . 

¥ hit ulated by an ar chamber, in order to prevent the 
: bi 2/9) bursting of the mains when the pumps are crowded. 
- The water is taken from the channel 167 feet from 


‘etd Stee 


i) shore, at low water-mark, passed through filtering 
“pasins, and from there into the reservoir at the top 
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In.1869 the Gaslight and Coke Company was 
. capital stock of $60,000. The 
and by the 
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organized, with 
work was prosecuted with great vigor, 
end of the year the city of Clinton was illuminated 
by gaslight, and dark streets no more troubled the 
nightly wayfarer. 

RELIGIOUS, 

The first religious meetings of which any record 
the latter part 
The cabin was used as an office tem- 
About this time 
The 


in character, 


‘is known were held in a cabin in 
of 1855. 
porarily by the Land Company. 
services were begun in the log schoolhouse. 
sermons were generally unsectarian 
but were conducted with religious fervor. The first 
organization of a church society was by the Episco- 
palians, in 1856, by Bishop H. W. Lee. 
called Saint John’s Parish. Services were first held 
a building used for school pur- 


It was 


in a schoolhouse or 
poses. Services were held here until the completion 
of the new chureh edifice on the corner of Fourth 
avenue and Third street. ‘This building is still used 
by the society. It is a very pretty, quaint little 
church, something of the old English style of archi- 
tecture. It is built of the buff limestone taken 
from the quarries near Clinton. The Presbyterians 
ed here in the fall of 1856, in what was 
The names of the clergy- 


organiz 
called Price’s Block. 
men officiating were Revs. George R. Moore and 
A. W. Platt, and there were nineteen members pres- 
ent. Their first church edifice was erected in 
1857, on the corner of Third street and Sixth ave- 
nue, and the first sermon preached in it was by the 
Rev. Austin Roberts of Massachusetts. Mr. Platt 
was the first pastor. In the latter part of 1877, 
their present clegant edifice, the corner-stone of 
which was laid in 1876, was completed at a cost of 
about $25,000. In the basement a good lecture 
room has been fitted up with a large seating capic- 
ity. The auditorium has a seating capacity of some 
700. 
METHODISTS, 


In the autumn of 1856, Rey. J. B. Taylor, of 
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Lyons, organized a Methodist elass here. A small 
frame building was erected in which services were 
held until 1865, when their edifice was completed 
on Third street. From the twenty members at the 
first organization of the society the increase Was 
marked, In 1858 they had their first assignment 
of a pastor; this was Rey. G. W. Brindell. ‘The 
1865, by Rev. 
upward of $10,- 
addition or sep- 


building was dedicated, Dec. 19, 
SM. Eddy of Chicago, at a cost of 
000. Subsequently they put up an 
arate building for lecture room, elass-rooms and 
parlors, at a cost of $4,000. 

CONGREGATIONAL, 


In 1866 the First Congregational Church of Clin- 
ton perfected its organization, and held their first 
meetings in the High Sehool building. In 1867 
they perfected their church structure on Seventh 
avenue, which was dedicated by Rey..G. F. Ma- 
goun. Their first regular pastor was Rev. J. W. 
White, who served his flock several years. Their 
church property is valued at about $10,000, and the 
society is in a prosperous condition. 


ROMAN CATHOLIC, 


A mission of the Catholic Church was established 
here at quite an early day, and was supplied from 
Lyons and other places. In the spring of 1867, the 
Rev, P. V. McLaughlin assumed charge of the par- 
ish, and remained until his death, Jan, 16, 1879. 
He was buried under the altar of the church which 
he built, ‘This edifice was completed in the latter 
part of 1867, and is located on the corner of Sixth 
avenue and Fourth street. It was enlarged in 1872, 
and has a seating capacity of about 1,000, The 
value of the church property is about $25,000. 


BAPTISTS, 


This denomination was not behind in establishing 
a society at Clinton, Preliminary meetings were 
held under the auspices of the Baptist Home Mis- 
sionary Association by Rey, Addison A, Swain of 
Fulton, on the last day of December, 1856, which 
resulted in the organization of their society in May, 
1857. Their first building was a temporary struct- 
ure, which was built on the site of the present edi- 
fice, corner of Seventh avenue and Fourth street. 
Their new church building was dedicated May 15, 
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1870, but was not finished at this time, they using 1 / % 


the basement for their meetings. In the spring of teen 
1874 the building was finished. At this time they |) 


and raised money 
The value of the 


held their dedicatory services, 
enough to pay off the debt. 
church property is about $25,000. 

GERMAN EVANGELICAL CHURCH, 

This church was organized in 1872, by Revs. J. 
Hern and P. Berner. At first they used the High 
School room as a place of worship. In 1873 they 
completed a neat frame structure, which was erected 
on the corner of Third avenue and Fourth streets, 
at a cost of about $5,000. Rey. J. Hern was their 
first pastor. 

There are other religious organizations, and, take 
them all together, Clinton is very well represented 
Most of the pulpits are ably 
filled, and the churches generally in a prosperous 
condition. Their influence has been felt in the 
moral and religious tone of the community. 


with church societies. 


EDUCATIONAL, 


From the foundation of the city one of the 
noticable features has been the attention paid to 
the education of the young. ‘This interest has been 
kept up through the long years that have elapsed, 
The first public school opened in Clinton was in a 
log house near where W. J. Young & Co’s upper 
mill now is, in the winter of 1855-56. Isaac Bald- 
win was the instructor, and the reputation that he 
left behind is “that de was a good one.” He had 
a pretty full school that winter, and most of his 
pupils were eager to learn, ‘The following sum- 
mer the first school district was organized—School 
District No. 1. In July an election was held for 
a Board of Directors. During the fall the names 
of about 175 pupils appeared on the rolls. A 
frame building of larger dimensions was secured 
for this winter. Miss Lorena Clark succeeded Mr. 
Baldwin as teacher, In 1860 the first commodious 
school building was erected. 

This building was built by a special tax at a cost 
of about $4,500, and was located on the east side 
of De Witt Park. At the fall term the rolls showed 
an increase of pupils from twenty-five to about 
450. The increase of pupils was steady and in 
1866 another building was fitted up for school pur- 
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poses. In 1869 a rather superior school building 
was erected in the south part of Clinton, which 
cost about $15,000, with a seating capacity of 
some 400 pupils. The scholastic population con- 
tinued to flow in, and more school room was de- 
manded, In 1870 another fine edifice was com- 
menced west of Clinton Park, which was completed 
and opened in January, 1870. This held a seating 
capacity of 475 pupils, and was constructed at a 
cost of $10,000. And thus the schools have con- 
tinued to increase in number, and advance in de- 
erees of perfection, until the present high standard 
was reached. The schools are regularly graded, 
thoroughly systematized and presided over by efli- 
cient instructors. A graduating class was estab- 
lished some years ago with a term of four years. 
With their diplomas from here they are admitted 
into the State University without examination. 
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For good schools Clinton is very rarely excelled by 
any town of its size in the West. 

With her superior advantages of location, her 
fine schools, her religious institutions, her facilities 
for transportation, her fine, avenues and 
streets, adorned with beautiful shade trees and ele- 
gant residences, surely Clinton is a most desirable 
and attractive place to live in. 
tler on the banks of the noble Mississippi to the 
present time, with a population of about 14,000 
souls, she can justly be proud of her career and her 
‘apid development, and especially so since 1856. 
Those who have been the moving actors in her 
great drama of growth and prosperity, can look 
with pride on what has been achieved and the beau- 
tiful picture that reposes so majestically before 
them and whose grandeur is reflected in the waters 
of the grandest river in the world. 
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